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[Jantjaet 7,1861.J 

General Marcus Erwin, 

Baleigh, iV. G.: 

The votes here yesterday and to-day show the Republicans solid 
against Crittenden’s propositions. Without their aid no result can be 
attained either in Congress or the Northern States. 


T. L. CLINGMAN. 


(Same to Capt. John F. Hoke, Raleigh, N. C.) 

[!•] 

y- - 

si [January 7,1861.] 

. i Lewis E. Harvie, 

President of the Richmond, and Panville Railroad, Richmond, Ya.: 

^ I Republicans in House to-day refused to consider Etheridge’s com- 
^promise, which is Crittenden’s considerably weakened; then by large 
majority indorsed Major Anderson and President’s determination to 
7 "hold forts and execute laws. 

M. R, H. GARNETT. 

’ R. A. PRYOR. 

I;. [2.j TH. S. BOCOCK. 




[January 7,1861.] 

^Lewis E. Harvie, 

Richmond, Ya.: 

The last hope extinguished to-day. Even Etheridge’s compromise 
^ voted down by Black Republicans nearly unanimously; then Anderson’s 
^coercion conduct indorsed by overwhelming majority. 

[2.] R.OGEE A. PRYOR. 
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J. 


[JANUAET 8, 1861.] 

Wilcox Beq-wn: 

(Care of Janies Hunter & Co., York City.) 

Ho cliauce of compromise. Eepublieans will not yield. Will write. 

EOGBE A. PEYOE. 


[ 2 .] 


[Januaet 8,1861.] 

John B. Garland, 

90 Eleventh Street, Neto Yorlc: 

Since the defeat of Crittenden’s amendment and the indorsement of 
Buchanan, Scott, and Anderson, the South will make no further effort 
at compromise. Virginia will act immediately. Collision with Federal 
authorities will now take place at all points in slave States. Instan¬ 
taneous war inevitable. 

[2.] GEO. H. SAHDEES. 


Washing-ton, Jmuary 9, [1861.] 

Lewis E. Haevie, 

Biohnond, Ya.: 

The order sending troops in the Star of the West to Charleston 
countermanded.* The Brooklyn sailed with orders to overtake and 
bring them to Fort Monroe. 

[2.] J. M. MASOH. 


Executive Department, 

Baleigh, January 11,1861. 

Ool. John L. Cantwell, 

Commanding Thirtieth Begiment Worth Carolina MiUtia: 

Sir : Hearing this morning of the extreme illness of General Cowan, 
I herewith transmit to you a military order which was prepared on yes¬ 
terday for him. I have been informed unofficially that Capt. S. D. 
Thrustou, of the Smithville Guards, has, with his company, taken pos¬ 
session of Fort Caswell and now holds the same. My informants at 
the same time assured me that Captain Thrustou is a gallant officer, 
and was actuated by patriotic motives as a citizen of Horth Oai'olina in 
the movement referred to. This I doubt not is true; yet, in view of the 
relations existing between the General Government and the State of 
Horth Carolina, there is no authority of law under existing circum¬ 
stances for the occupation of TJ. S. forts situated in this State. I can¬ 
not therefore sustain the action of Captain Thrustou, however patriotic 
his motives may have been, and am compelled by an imperative sense 
of duty to order that Fort Caswell be restored to the possession of the 
authorities of the United States. You wiU proceed to Smithville on 
receipt of this communication, and communicate orders to Captain 
Thruston to withdraw his troops from Fort Caswell. You will also 
investigate and report the facts of the transaction to this department. 

By order of John W. Ellis, captain-general and commander-in-chief 
of Horth Carolina militia: 

GEAHAM DAVES, 

[L] Private Seereta/ry and Acting Adguta/nt-General. 


See Vol. I, p. 134. 
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Hdqrs. Thirtieth Eeg-t. North Carolina Militia, 

Wilmington^ F, (7., January 12^ 1861, 
His Excellency John W. Ellis, 

Governor and Gommander-in-GMef^ Ealeigh^ F G,: 

Sir : Tours of lltb. instant, directing me to proceed to Smithville, lias 
just come to hand. In obedience thereto I shall leave for Fort Caswell 
this a. m. Have detailed E. E. and Y/illiam Oalder as my staff for this 
duty. 

Eespectfully, J. L. CANTWELL, 

[1.] ' Golonel^ Gommanding, 


Hdqrs. Thirtieth Eegt. North Carolina Militia, 

Wilmington^ F (7., January 12^ 1861, 

Maj. J. J. Hedrick, 

Gommanding at Fort Ga^well: 

Sir: In obedience to the order of His Excellency John W. Ellis, 
Governor, captain-general, and commander-in-chief of the militia of 
this State, a copy of which I herewith transmit,^ it becomes my duty 
to direct that you withdraw the troops under your command from Fort 
Caswell, and restore the same to the custody of the officer of the United 
States whom you found in charge. 

Eespectfully, J. L. CANTWELL, 

[1.] Golonel^ North Garolina Militia, 


WASHiNaTON City, January 12^ [1861,] 
John Spelman, Baleigh^ F G.: 

Seward willing to accept Eice’s proposition for Territories. Fugitive 
slave law to be enforced and unconstitutional personal liberty laws 
repealed. Invasion of States to be punished by law. Constitutional 
guarantee for slavery in States. Evidently disposed to settle, but propo¬ 
sition not satisfactory to South. Thinks war inevitable from disso¬ 
lution. 

L. O^B. BEANOH. 

(Copy to W. W. Holden, Ealeigh, N. C.) 

[ 1 -] 


Washing-ton, January 12, [1861]—5 jp. m. 
E. E. Beiogees, Baleigh, N. G.: 

Manner conciliatory. Conceded more than ever before, but not enough. 
War the result of secession. 

[1.] T. BEACa. 


Washington, January 13,1861. 

Lewis E. Haevie, Richmond, Ya.: 

Let none be deceived by reiiorts of Seward’s speech yesterday. It 
was fraudulent and tricky under cloak of seeming mildness, and no offer 
of concession worth consideration. 

[ 2 .] 


J. M. MASOK 
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Fort Caswell, January 13^ 1861. 

Ool. John L. Cantwell : 

Sir: Your communication, with copy of the order of Governor John 
W, Ellis, captain-general and commander-in-chief of Korth Carolina, 
demanding the surrender of this post, has been received. In reply, I 
have to inform you that we asKorth Carolinians will obey his command. 
This post will.be evacuated to-morrow at 9 a. m. 

Eespectftilly, &c., 

JOHK J. HEDEICK, 

[1.] ' Major and Commandant. 


January 15, 1861. 

Governor John W. Ellis, 

Ga]^tain-General and Oommander-in-Chiefs Raleigh^ N. 0.: 

Sir: Herewith please find copy of order issued in conformity to 
instructions of the 11th instant, as also the reply of Maj. J. J. Hedrick 
to the same.* From the information I have been able to obtain it 
appears that Fort Caswell was occupied by citizens of this State in 
consequence of a report that Federal troops had been ordered to that 
point. It appears also that the TJ. S. sergeant in charge remained in 
the post and that he was under no restraint. Captain Thruston desires 
me to state that his company (the Sraithville Guards) did not as a com¬ 
pany occupy the fort, but that members of said company did as citizens 
accompany him. Sergeant Dardingkiller says that he has received 
good treatment, has not been subject to any restraint^ and that none of 
•he Government property in or about the fort has been injured or 

3Stroyed. These I believe are the facts of the case. 

Eespectfully, &c., 

J. L. CANTWELL, 

[1.] Colonel J Commanding Thirtieth Worth Carolina Militia. 


[Washing-ton, D. C., January 16,1861.] 

Hon. F. W. PiOKENS, 

Governor of South Carolina, Charleston, 8. C.: 

Hayne is here—at Willard^s Hotel. He saw and conversed with the 
President yesterday. Kindly received, but nothing definite. Virginia, 
I think, will go out by 20th of February. 

m J. M. MASON. 


Washinoton, January 16, 1861. 

Lewis B. Harvie, 

Richmond, Ya.: 

In Senate to-day all Crittenden’s resolutions stricken out and sub¬ 
stitute adopted refusing any amendment to Constitution. Substitute 
sent by mail to Carson in the Senate. 
r9 1 J. M. MASON. 


See p. 5 J also, the next, ante. 
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[WASHING-TON, D. 0., January 16. 1861,] 

Lewis E. Harvie, 

President of Pichmond and Danville Railroad Company: 

Bill passed House to-day requiring District of Columbia Militia to 
swear allegiance to United States, to serve them against all enemies or 
opposers whomsoever, and to obey the orders of the President Vote 
nearly sectional,* no Virginian in affirmative. 

M. E. H. HAEFETT. 

[^•] 


[January 16,1 1861. 

E. G, Booth, Esq., 

Exchange Hotel: 

See Pryor and Eidgeway. What prosi)ect‘? We are eager to hear. 
[2.] A. D. BANKS. 


Washing-ton, January 17^ 1860 [1861], 

Governor Ellis, 

Raleigh^ N, G,: * 

Mordecai not here. Have written to him and to you by mail. Dif¬ 
ferences in the Cabinet as to coercion. 

[1.] WAEEEN WINSLOW. 


Washington, Jamiary 17^ 1861, 

M. W. Eansom, 

Raleigh^ N, G.: 

Nothing new to-day. Pacific railroad up all day. Clarkes substitute 
for Crittenden’s resolutions adopted by Eepublicans yesterday—six 
Southern men on fioor withholding votes. Cameron* moved reconsid¬ 
eration, Crittenden’s resolutions may pass Senate; probably not the 
House. Government will not attempt to retake forts; want peace; 
will avoid collision, but defend Sumter and Pickens if attacked. Holt 
nominated Secretary of War to-day. Will be confirmed. His friends 
say is opposed to coercion. No excitement here. 

[1.] THOS. BEAGG. 


[Washington, D, C.,] Jamiary 22^ 1861, 

Jesse J. Yeates, Esq., 

Raleigh^ N, 0, : 

We will pass in substance Mr, Crittenden’s plan. Give no ear to 
alarms. 

[1.] JOHN A. GILMEE. 


Washington, January 25^ 1861, 

James L. Orr, William E. Peterson, J. H. Williams, 

Wheeling^ Ya,: 

I will serve in convention if I am nominated by the Union men of 
Ohio County in mass meeting or county convention. 

[2.] SHBEAED CLEMENS. 
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Montg-omery, February 27^ 1861. 
!riie President of the United States: 

Being animated by an earnest desire to unite and bind together our 
respective countries by friendly ties, I have appointed M. J. Crawford, 
one of our most settled and trustworthy citizens, as special commis¬ 
sioner of the Confederate States of America to the Government of the 
United States; and I have now the honor to introduce him to you, and 
to ask for him a reception and treatment corresponding to his station 
and to the imrpose for which he is sent. Those purposes he will more 
particularly explain to you. Hoping that through his agency, &c, [sic.] 
[1.1 JEPFliT DAYIS. 


Por the purpose of establishing friendly relations betw’een the Con¬ 
federate States and the United States, and reposing special trust, &c., 
Martin J. Crawford, John Porsyth, and A. B. Eoman are appointed 
special commissioners of the Confederate States to the United States. 
I have invested them with full and all manner of power and authority 
for and in the name of the Confederate States to meet and confer with 
any person or persons duly authorized by the Government of the 
United States being furnished with like powers and authority, and 
with them to agree, treat, consult, and negotiate of and concerning all 
matters and subjects interesting to both nations, and to conclude and 
sign a treaty or treaties, convention or conventions, touching the prem¬ 
ises, transmitting the same to the President of the Confederate States 
for his final ratification by and with the consent of the Congress of the 
Confederate States. 

Given under my hand at the city of Montgomery this 27th day of 
February, A. D. 1861, and of the Independence of the Confederale 
States the eighty-fifth. 

JEFP’lsr DAVIS. 


EOBEET TOOMBS, 

[1.] Secretary of State. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Montgomery^ March 22^ 1861. 

L. Q. Washington, Esq., 

Washington^ D. G.: 

Sir: The Secretary of War instructs me to reply specially to your 
letter of the 15th instant, and to signify to you that it is the earnest * 
desire of the Government, if possible, to arrange for the incorporation 
of the National Volunteers, whom you represent, into the Army of the 
Confederate States. I am instructed at the same time to state to you 
that there are some difficulties in the way, and it may be that they may 
prove in superable. In any event, however, you will be promptly advised 
of the determination of this Government. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. J. HOOPEE, 

Private Secretary. 


Eiohmond City, March 25 ^ 1861 . 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

Dear Sir : I arrived in this city on the 23d, and find parties still in 
an unformed state. It is certain that the secession opinion has grown 
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greatly in tlie convention and out of it since the convention convened. 
I am sanguine that my presence here, coupled with, my strong testi¬ 
mony ill favor of the stability of the new power, will be productive of 
good results; but upon that point I am not yet prepared to speak with 
sufficient fullness. Soon I shall be able to write to Mr. Toombs what I 
hope will be satisfactory intelligence. I have intimated that I have 
come to recruit for the Confederate Army, and the intimation has been 
most favorably received. Would it comport with your views to send 
me an order to recruit in the border slave States generally or in Vir¬ 
ginia especially'? It would afford a cover and explanation of my visit 
to Eichmond and would be crowned with success, for I hear that there 
is a good deal of loose material here which might be gathered into our 
army. If this suggestion meets your approval and you determine to 
authorize me to enlist recruits, it will be necessary to furnish me with 
the requisite instructions and means for my guidance and use. I will 
repeat, in conclusion, that I am most sanguine of being able soon to 
communicate to your Government satisfactory intelligence. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

JOHl^ SCOTT. 

[ 2 .] 


Washington, D. C., March 1861, 
Hon. Secretary op Wat?, for the Confederate States; 

Sir : The undersigned had the honor to make application through the 
Hon. L. T. Wigfall for the enrollment into the army of the Confederate 
States of America of the National Volunteers of this city. The under¬ 
signed has been led to believe that Your Excellency would be glad to 
enroll the said company, but for certain objections which might not be 
insuperable, and he has therefore taken the liberty to call your atten¬ 
tion to the application once more. This organization is not composed 
solely of citizens of this District, but has within its numbers many citi¬ 
zens of the Confederate States bound fast here by poverty and other 
inabilities. Its members are denounced as traitors, are the constant 
objects of the espionage of the military authorities here, and many of 
them have been discharged from employment, all because they have 
lifted their voices in behalf of Southern rights. Yet they have perse¬ 
vered in their organization and endeavored to perfect themselves in 
drill and discipline, that they might effectually aid the cause they love 
with something more than words. If it would secure their acceptance 
they would leave the captaincy of the corps vacant, to be filled by the 
Government of the Confederate States of America. They will also 
agree to raise 100 men here, all of the best material, and will give such 
guarantees as to the character and ability of the officers as shall be 
entirely satisfactorv. Or should these terms still be unacceptable, will 
you be kind enough to state if there are any terms upon which we might 
be accepted'? Should our demands for service in the Southern Confed¬ 
eracy seem im]Dortunate, I hope you will see in the trouble we may have 
given only an ardent desire to serve our native South, and should we 
be ultimately accepted we will endeavor to do good service. 

With respect, your obedient servant, 

C. K. SHEEMAN, 

Of Florida^ First Lieutenant National Volunteers, 
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War Department, 0. S. A., 

Montgomery^ April 4,1861, 

0. K. Sherman, Esq., 

Washington^ D. 0.: 

Sir: I am instructed by tbe Secretary of War to reply to your letter 
of the 28th ultimo, and to say that on application to Mr. L. Q. Wash¬ 
ington you will find that gentleman advised in regard to the views of 
this Government on the subject to which your letter relates. The Sec¬ 
retary of War further instructs me to add that he believes the day not 
to be distant when this Government will be able to gratify the wishes 
of the gentlemen whom you represent. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. J. HOOPEE, 

[2.] Private Secretary, 


Wednesday, April 10^ 1861,^ 
«•««««« 

To supply vacancies, the Governor appointed and commissioned the 
following generals, to wit: As major-generals, Oden G. Olay for the 
First Division, Asa Eogers for the Second Division, Thomas S. Hay- 
mond for the Third Division, and Kenton Harper for the Fifth Division. 
As brigadier-generals, George Blow, jr., for the Mnth Brigade, James 
L. Kemper for the First Brigade, William B. Shands for the Eighth 
Brigade, William 0. Scott for the Fourth Brigade, William H. Harman 
for the Thirteenth Brigade, Ourrence B. Conrad for the Twentieth 
Brigade, Eobert L. Wright for the Sixth Brigade, Clayton G. Coleman 
for the Third Brigade, Jubal A. Early for the Twelfth ^Brigade, Eeese 
T. Bowen for the,Twenty-eighth Brigade, and Thomas P. August for 
the Second Brigade. 

**«««** 

JOHN LETCHEE. 
[2-J 


Charleston, April 15, 1861, 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States of America: 

Copy of a telegraphic dispatch received at Charleston April 14,1861, 
at 10.30 p. m, : 


Wilmington, N. C., April 14,1S61. 

His Excellency Governor Pickens : 

Sir: If we take Fort Caswell to-morrow can you aid us with gun carriages and 
munitions of war? We have only two 24-pounder8 mounted. Please reply to this 
immediately, as we have no time to lose. 

JAMES F. McREE, Jn. 


Governor Pickens’ reply by telegraph: 

Charleston, April 15, ISOl, 

James F. McRbe, Jr., 

Wilmington, W. C.: 

Yonr telegram received. We will do all we can to aid you, hut want to know what 
is wanted. Get an agent sent here hy authority, with a statement of what is wanted. 


[i.] 


F. W. PICKENS, 

Governor, 


*From the Executive Journal of the State of Virginia. 
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Charleston, April 15^ 1861. 

His Excellency Jepperson Dayis, 

President of the Confederate States of America^ Montgomery^ Ala.: 
Copy telegram received at Charleston April 15,1861,1.30 p. m.: 

OOLDSBOROUGH, April 16, 1861, 

His Excellency Governor Pickens : 

Honored Sir: To-day at 3.30 o^clock a volunteer corps under my command took 
possession of Fort Macon, and the flag of the Southern Confederacy now floats over 
it. Knowing that this intelligence will he welcome news to you, and hearing from 
my friend D. K. McRae that you had proffered in the way of guns of large caliber, 
and being much in need of them, such aid would be most acceptable. We find but 
four guns mounted and but thirteen lying at the wharf, 32-pounder8, making seven¬ 
teen in all. The fort mounts seventy-odd. We intend that North Carolina shall 
occupy a true instead of false position, though it be done by revolution. 

With consideration of the highest esteem, yours, &c., 

J. S. PENDER 
Commandant of Fort Macon. 

Eefer to Col. E. J. Moses. Please telegraph back if I can send 
assistance. I think I can and ought to spare a few pieces of cannon. 

E. W. PICKENS. 

[1-J 


Eichmond, Ya., April 15^ 1861. 

His Excellency Jefferson Dayis, 

President of the Confederate States of America: 

Mr. Eandolph tells me the President informs the Virginia commis¬ 
sioners that the attack on Port Sumter leaves him at liberty to repos¬ 
sess himself of the Southern forts j that he will suspend the m?ils and 
means to collect the revenue. Much excitement. The Confederate flag 
flying all over Eichmond. 

EDWAED C. ANDEESON 

[ 2 .] 


WASHINeTON CiTT, A]^ril 15, 1861- 

His Excellency Governor Ellis, 

Baldgh, W. G.: 

The city is in a state of the wildest excitement. To-day President 
by his proclamation calls on the States for 76,000 troops, details to be 
fixed by War Department, to suppress the combinations in the seceding 
States and repossess- the forts. Congress is convened to meet on 4th 
of July. It is said this city is to be placed immediately under martial 
law by proclamation. TJ. S. troops continually coming here. The Vir¬ 
ginia commissioners have gone, and are hopeless as to any adjustment. 
They will recommend the immediate secession of that State. It is 
said that the Confederate Congress will reassemble and war declared 
forthwith. 

[1.] JlilO. H. WHEELEE. 

April 15,1861. 

D. G. Duitoan, Montgomery; 

Virginia in a blaze of excited indignation against Lincoln’s proc¬ 
lamation. Ordinance secession be passed sure. Old North Carolina 
aroused. 

[ 1 -] 


peitchaed. 
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GoLDSBOROuaH, April 15 , 1861 . 

Col. John L. Cant'wbll: 

I have received the follovdiig: 

Hon. S. J. Persons : 

Communicate orders to military of Wilmington to take Forts Caswell and Johnston 
without delay, and hold them until further orders against all comers. 

J. W. ELLIS. 


I will be down at 7 o’clock and issue in Ms name necessary orders, 
li^’otify tke captains. Answer. 


SAML. J. PEES0157S. 


[ 1 .] 


Hdqes. Thirtieth EEax. North Carolina Militia, 

Wilmington, A. (7., Ap^Hl 15,1861. 

The officers in command of the Wilmington Light Infantry, German 
Volunteers, and Wilmington Eifle Guards are hereby ordered to notify 
their respective commands to assemble in front of the Carolina Hotel 
at — o’clock, fully armed and equipped, this afternoon. 

By order of Col, John L. Cantwell: 

JA8. B. EADOLIPFE, 

fl-] Adjutant. 


James Ftjltok: 


Ealeioh, April 15,1861. 
(Eeceived Wilmington, 1.20 o’clock.) 


Tell the troops to wait further orders5 hold themselves ready to move 
at shortest notice. 


[ 1 -] 


JOHN W. ELLIS. 


GOLDSBOROIiaH, April 16, 1861. 
(Eeceived Wilmington, 8.15 o’clock.) 

Col. John L. Cantwell : 

The following order in writing is delivered you under the instructions 
of the Governor: 


Sir: You will proceed at onCe, with such of the troops under your command as you 
may deem requisite for the purpose, to Forts Caswell and Johnston, and take posses¬ 
sion of the same in the name of the State of North Carolina, This measure being 
one of precaution merely, you will observe strictly a peaceful policy and act only on 
the defensive, j 


By His Excellency’s command; 
[!•] 


JNO. W. ELLIS, 
Govern07' and Conmiaiider, 

EDWAED CANTWELL, 

Acting Adjxitant- Qeneral. 


„ ^ Fayetteville, N. 0., April id, 1861. 

President Davis, ’ 

Montgomery, Ala.: 

My Dear Sir : Major Holmes leaves here to-morrow for Montgomery, 
and mil have some conversation with, you that I desired. Major Ander¬ 
son, the military otScer in command of the guard at the Horth Carolina 
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Arsenal, lias to-day resigned. We are only -waiting a letter from the 
Governor to occupy the arsenal. Fort Caswell was taken yesterday. 
Major Holmes says the guns there are not mounted, and it is absolutely 
necessary that an engineer officer should be there. It occurred to 
me that if you had such a person to spare he would be heartily wel¬ 
come to the people of Wilmington. I wrote to the Governor to-day, 
informing him I would write to you, and suggested that he Avould 
telegraph you to the same effect. I have no doubt he -will approve ot 
the course I have taken. I avail myself of this opportunity to con¬ 
gratulate yourself and the South upon your election. Permit me to 
add, I know no other hands in which the honor and interests of the 
South could have been better confided. 

With the heartiest wishes for your welfare, personal and political, I 
am, very truly and respectfully, 

WAEEEH WINSLOW. 

[!•] * 


Morris Island, Aj^ril 16 ^ 1861—2 p .. m . 
[Brig. Gen. G. T. Beaxtreoard :] 

My Dear General: I have Just examined Sumter apiopos of the 
visit of the North Carolina commissioners. I find the following facts: 
We can without detriment let them have three 8-inch columbiad guns 
and carriages complete, the guns now lying on the parade, the carriages 
made up from disabled guns on the rampart bearing toward the city; 
also two 8-inch sea-coast howitzers and carriages. We cannot from the 
rubbish, move any 24-pounders at all for the present. It fs better to 
take the above from Sumter, and these, with the enfilade battery, will 
supply their wants. I have given directions to Captain Hallonquist, 
who goes to work immediately. I assure you these guns can be spared 
without any harm to us. In view of the importance of the matter to 
the Confederacy and the much greater ease with which they can be 
supplied from Sumter and SuUivan^s Island than from Morris, I suggest 
the following assignments: To Caswell, two 8-inch columbiads and two 
sea-coast howitzers from Sumter; to Macon, one 8-inch columbiad and 
two 32-pounde]?s from the enfilade; to New Inlet, near Caswell, two 
24-pounders from the enfilade on Sullivan. 

Yery respectfully, 

WM. H. C. WHITING, 

[1.] Aotmg Ins;peotor-General, 


Charleston, S. C., April 16 ^ 1861 , 
[Brig. Gen. G. T. Beaureoarb :] 

General : The North Carolina commissioner, McEae, does not want 
anything but a columbiad gun, with its carriage, and two 32-pounders. 
This is contrary to my advice, which I have earnestly pressed. Mr. 
McEae, however, insists that only a columbiad can defend Fort Macon. 
If you approve, I am willing to let them have Lamar’s gun without the 
pintle, which is essential here. I will supply its place by one of the 
iron battery guns. He will then have two 32-pounders and one 8 inch 
for Macon and two 8-inch sea-coast howitzers for Caswell, together 
with two 24-pounders from the enfilade and two 24-pounders from 
Sumter. 

Yery respectfully, WM. H. C. WHITING, 

[1,1 Acting Inspector-General, 
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Ealeigh, April 17,1861. 

Hon. Jeppbeson Davis : 

I am in possession of forts, arsenals, &c. Come as soon as you 
choose. We are ready to join you to a man. Strike the hlow quickly 
and Washington will be ours. Answer. 

JOHN W. ELLIS, 

[1.] Governor of North Carolina. 


Hbadqtjartees Provisional Forces, 0. S. Army, 

Charleston, 8. C., April 17,1861. 

His Excellency Governor Pickens : 

Governor: Finding that the guns proposed yesterday—viz, two 
8 -inch sea-coast howitzers, two 32-pounders, seven 24-pounders, to be 
sent to North Carolina—cannot be so readily procured and would not 
serve the purpose so well as the following—^viz; For Fort Caswell, two 
8 -inch sea-coast howitzers, two 8-inoh columbiads; for Fort Macon, one 
8 -inch columbiad, two 32-pounders; for New Inlet near Fort Caswell, 
two 24-pounders—I am desirous of sending these latter in place of the 
first, if you approve. 

I am, Governor, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. T. BEAUEBGAED, 

[1.] Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Eichmond, Ya., April 17,1861. 

His Excellency Jbpfbrson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States of America: 

I came here last night. You may rely now that Yirginia will secede, 
and promptly. Vessels sunk last night in the harbor at Norfolk to cut 
off the navy-yard, and troops ordered there to sustain the movement. 
Harper’s Ferry Arsenal to be seized at once. You shall hear as things 
advance. If you have anything to reply, telegraph to me here. 

J..M. MASON. 

[ 2 .] 


Capt. J. Lyle Clarke, 

Baltimore, Md.: 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Montgomery, April 18, 1861. 


Sir: Your letter of the 13th instant* was received yesterday by the Sec¬ 
retary of War, who instructs me to make known to you that the Govern¬ 
ment of the Confederate States regards your patriotic effort as among the 
most agreeable and important evidences of true Southern feeling in the 
State of Maryland, and to say to you further that the Department, though 
fully assured of the sufficiency of the courage, resources, and general 
ability of our people and their Government to meet all emergencies, will 
not disguise the fact that it is disinclined to forego the pleasure of hav¬ 
ing associated with the forces of the Confederate States such gallant 
spirits as it is evident are yet to be found in your State in the great work 
of re-establishing fi:ee institutions on this continent; and among the very 


Not fouad. 
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numerous offers of aid which have cheeringly come to us from States for¬ 
eign to us only by a temporary, though most unnatural, political con¬ 
nection with our enemies, none, I am directed to say, has more favorably 
or pleasantly impressed the Secretary of War than that which is so 
assuringly conveyed in your letter. He can, however, but express the 
hope that such friends of this Confederacy as yourself in Maryland will 
continue to hold yourselves in readiness for the promptest movement, 
for although the moment has not yet arrived for accepting military assist¬ 
ance from the slave States not of this Confederacy, it is so fully and 
unmistakably presaged by the swift current of events as to make impera¬ 
tive the most unflagging watchfulness and the amplest preparation on 
the part of all who expect to make our destiny theirs. These sugges¬ 
tions the Secretary is confident will be closely regarded by your asso¬ 
ciates and yourself, and he supposes that you will from time to time 
make them known to the trustiest of our friends in your city aiid State. 

Referring to the details of the legislation under which the services of 
your company (and of all others under similar conditions) will, when the 
necessity shall arise, be received into the service of the Confederate 
States, I am directed to state— 

First. That volunteer companies will be mustered in for a term of serv¬ 
ice of twelve months unless sooner discharged.” 

Second. Said volunteers shall furnish their own clothes, and, if 
mounted men, their own horses and horse equipments; and when mus¬ 
tered into service shall be armed by the States from which they come 
or by the Confederate States of America. 

Third. Said volunteers so offering their services may be accepted by 
the President in companies, battalions, and regiments, whose officers 
shall be appointed in the manner prescribed by law in the several States 
to which they shall respectively belong; but when inspected, mustered, 
and received into the service of the Confederate States said troops shall 
be regarded in all respects as a part of the Army of said Confederate 
States according to the terms of their respective enlistments. 

Fourth. Said volunteers shall be subject to the Rules and Articles of 
War, and, Instead of clothing, every non-commissioned officer and pri¬ 
vate in any company shall be entitled, when called into actual service, 
to money in a sum equal to the cost of clothing of a non-commissioned 
officer or private in the Regular Army of the Confederate States of 
America. 

Fifth. Mounted men are allowed by the act quoted 40 cents per day 
for the use and risk of their horses, and for horses killed in action com¬ 
pensation according to their appraised value at the date of muster into 
the service. 

In addition to the foregoing, I am instructed to say that the expenses 
of transportation and subsistence of volunteer troops are paid by this 
Government from the date of muster into the service. The Secretary 
directs me to assure your associates and yourself of his high esteem and 
consideration. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. J. HOOPER, 

[2.] Private Secretary. 


Charleston, A^ril 18^ 1861. 

President Davis: 

Governor of NTorth Carolina has telegraphed me for every material 
of war, and is very urgent. Sent him eleven heavy cannon and stopped 
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25,000 pounds of my powder in Wilmington, but cannot risk any more. 
Telegraph from Wise and Letcher for 2,000 troops to be sent immedi¬ 
ately to ^Torfoik. Decline for the present, because I think it might 
appear intrusive and your call for 5,000 this morning prevents; besides, 
we stand at present on the defensive, and try first to make our own 
Confederate Government strong. Shall I send any to Norfolk'? If the 
fleet does not return, can spare them if you do not call also for the 8,000 
ordered to be ready. Let me hear by telegraph. 

[1,] F. W. PIOKEl^S. 


Montg-omery, April 18^ 1861. 

Governor Letcher, 

Richmond^ Ya.: 

Governor Pickens has communicated your dispatch, but your wants 
not understood. You shall have whatever aid we can give on the 
shortest notice. I wait for answer. 

[2.] JEPFK DAVIS. 


Eiohmonb, Va., April 18, 1861. 

His Excellency Jefeerson Davis : 

Our object is to now secure the navy-yard at Gosport. The Merrimac, 
Cumberland, Pennsylvania, and perhaps other vessels are now there. 
The channel has been partially obstructed, and I have placed Major- 
General Taliaferro in command. He left here this evening. It wiil 
require perhaps 5,000 men to take the place. We shall do our best to 
secure it. 

[2.] JOHlsr LETCHER. 


Montgomery, April 19,1861. 

Governor Joseph E. Brown, i 

Milledgeville, Ga.: 

Governor Letcher, of Virginia, telegraphs for troops. Two thousand 
have been ordered from South Carolina, and I ask you to send two or 
three companies from Georgia. They must proceed to Norfolk and ^ 
report to General Taliaferro. Unless they go at once they will be too 
late. Can you send them without delay? 

[2.] L. P. WALKER. 


Milledgeville, Ga., April 19,1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

Will do all in my power to get the companies for Virginia. Will it 
do if they start by Monday night? Answer quick. 

[2.] • JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


Montgomery, April 19,1861. 

Joseph E. Brown, 

Milledgemlle: 

Monday will not do; they are needed now. The navy-yard at Nor¬ 
folk is to be taken, and unless they move at once it will be too late. 
Answer. 

[3.] 


I 

f 

k 


L. P. WALKER. 
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Moisttg-oheey A:pril 19, 1861. 

Governor Joseph E. Beow, 

Milledgemlle; 

Sunday will be too late. Let them certainly get off to-morrow. 
Special reasons which cannot be assigned in dispatch. Transportation 
will of course be provided from point of departure. Answer. 

L. P. WALKEB. 

[ 2 .] 


Baleig-h, K C., April 19, 1861. 

President Jefpeeson Davis: 

I am greatly in need of an engineer and artillery officers. Send them 
to me immediately at Baleigh. Great enthusiasm. 

J. W. ELLIS. 

[!•] 


April 19,1861. 

Governor J. W. Ellis, 

Baleiglhj N. G. : 

Have ordered a distinguished engineer and two artillery officers to 
report to you. 

JEFFH DAYIS. 

[ 1 -] 


Headquarters State of South Carolina, 

April 19y 1861, 

[Brig. Gen. G. T. Beaureoard :J 

My Bear General : I inclose you the within and I desire prompt 
action. I therefore suggest Colonel Gregg’s regiment and Colonel Pet¬ 
tigrew’s. T desire to offer them the honor and to allow them to go or 
not on this special service. They deserve the honor. If you approve 
of it, let my aide, the bearer of this, transmit immediately to Colonel 
Gregg and Colonel Pettigrew the inclosed offer to those regiments, and 
if they accept please order them to report immediately in the city for 
instant departure to Norfolk. Colonel Pettigrew’s regiment is relieved 
to day by Colonel Jenkins’ regiment, stationed on Sullivan’s Island, with 
1,150 men—a fine regiment j so there is no difficulty there. 

In great haste, yours, truly, 

E. W. PICKENS. 

[ 2 .] 


April 19,1861. 

Governor John Letcher, 

Richmond^ Ya,: 

Dispatch received. Have ordered one regiment from Columbia, S. 0., 
and one from Charleston, and two or three companies from Augusta, 
Ga., something more than your requisition, to proceed immediately to 
Norfolk. 


[2.] 


JEEFBT DAVIS. 
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April 19,1861. 

Governor John Letcher, 

Bichmond, Va.: 

Resolution for alliance received. Proposition cordially accepted. 
Conmissioner will be sent by next train. 

JEFFR DAVIS. 

[ 2 .] 


Department of State, 
Montgomeryj April 19^ 1861. 

Hon. Alexander H. Stephens, 

Vice-President of the Confederate States of America^ &c.: 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that you have been appointed 
by the President special commissioner of the Confederate States to the 
Government of the Commonwealth of Virginia. Herewith you will find 
the ordinary letters of credence and introduction. The Governor of 
Virginia having communicated to the President a copy of a resolution 
adopted by the convention of Virginia, instructing the former to 
acquaint the President with the fact that the convention had reas¬ 
sumed the powers delegated by Virginia to the Federal Government, 
and that it was the earnest desire of that State to enter iiito an alliance, 
offensive and defensive, with the Confederate States, it is the chief 
object of your mission to convey to the Governor and people of Virginia 
the hearty congratulations of this Government on her separation from 
the Federal Union; of the anxious desire of the President and the 
people of the Confederate States to establish the closest and most 
friendly relations with the State of Virginia, and to conclude an alli¬ 
ance, offensive and defensive, between that Commonwealth and the 
Confederate States on terms mutually advantageous to both the con¬ 
tracting parties, and looking to their long union under a common gov¬ 
ernment. In view of the invasion with which the Confederate States 
are threatened by the Government at Washington, and of the para¬ 
mount duty of the President to use all the powers vested in him for 
the protection of the rights and liberties of the people of the Confed¬ 
erate States, it is indispensable that the control and direction of all 
offensive military movements should be vested exclusively in the Presi¬ 
dent. Therefore, in your negotiation of the proposed alliance, you will 
regard it as an essential condition that explicit provision be made con¬ 
ferring this power on the President. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours, 

E. TOOMBS, 
Secretary of State. 

[Incloaure No. 1.] 

Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of America, to 
all whom these presents shall concern, greeting: 

Know ye, that for the purpose of establishing friendly relations 
between the Confederate States of America and the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, and reposing special trust and confidence in the integrity, 
prudence, and ability of Alexander H. Stephens, Vice-President of the 
Confederate States of America, appointed special commissioner of the 
Confederate States to the Commonwealth of Virginia, I have invested 
him with full and all manner of power and authority, for and in the 
name of the Confederate States, to meet and confer with any person or 
persons authorized by the Government of Virginia, being furnished 
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with like power and authority, and with him or them to agree, treat 
consult, and negotiate of and concerning all matters and subjects inter¬ 
esting to both Eepublics; and to conclude and sign a treaty or treaties, 
convention or conventions, touching the premises, transmitting the same 
to the President of the Confederate States for his final ratification, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Congress of the Confederate 
States. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the seal of the Confederate 
States to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under my hand at the city of Montgomery this 19th dav of 
April, A. D. 1861. 

JEPFK DAVIS. 

By the President: 

EOBEET TOOMBS, 

Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Montgomebt, Aj»n7 19,1861. 

His Excellency John Letohee, 

Governor of the State of Virginia, &e.: 

Sib : In response to your communication conveying to me, in behalf 
of the State of Virginia, the expression of the earnest desire of the 
Commonwealth to enter into an alliance, offensive and defensive, with 
the Confederate States, and being animated by a sincere wish to unite 
and bind together our respective countries by friendly ties, I have 
appointed Alexander H. Stephens, Vice-President of the Confederate 
States, as special commissioner of the Confederate States to the Gov¬ 
ernment of Virginia; and I have now the honor to introduce him to 
you, and to ask for him a reception and treatment corresponding to his 
station and to the purposes for which he is sent. Those purposes he 
will more particularly explain to you. Hoping that through his agency 
these may be accomplished, I avail myself of this occasion to offer to 
you the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 

[2.] JEPE’E DAVIS. 


Peiday, April 19,1861.* 

The citizens of Eichmond took possession of the building of the late 
United States Government used for the custom-house, post-office, Fed¬ 
eral court, &c., and information having been given to the Governor 
thereof, he ordered a portion of the public guard to take charge of the 
same, and the snb;treasurer of the United States was directed to keep 
a strict account of the money on hand, to be hereafter accounted for. 

# # * ■ # # ^ * * 

The Governor iissued to General Taliaferro the following order by 
telegraph: ^‘As we need powder, keep an eye to securing that article.” 
# # # « # # 

[2.] JOHN LETOHEE. 


Harper’s Ferry, April 20^ 1861, 

[Hon. John Letcher, 

Governor of Virginia:] 

My Dear Sir : I learn here that you have ordered the machinery 
of the armory at this place to be removed up the valley. I presume 

*From the Executive Journal of the State of Virginia. 
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tliis order lias been issued under the impression that military necessity 
requires it. Would it not be well to suspend for a short time the exe¬ 
cution of the order, for the following among many other reasons: Har¬ 
per’s Ferry is a place which must be permanently occupied by a military 
force during the present war. The machinery is immense and very 
valuable, much of which cannot be removed without total loss, or at 
all events untit for future use. The armory is now in condition for 
actual operation, and could in a short time turn out many thousand 
stand of arms. The machinery if removed could not be put in oper¬ 
ation and prepare guns in a year or two, as I am informed by the officers 
of the establishment. Operatives in all its departments are here 
ready to work, and thus furnish arms for the troops of the State, which 
we very much need in this quarter. Maryland resisting the Federal 
authority removes in a great measure the reason on which your order was 
based. If she does not, the rifle works here are far up the Shenandoah, 
and would be protected from a battery on the Maryland shore by high 
intervening hills. There are a great many unfinished guns here which 
could be ready for use in a short time if operations be not suspended. As 
for some ebullition of temper on the part of the operatives here, Your 
Excellency should not regard it. The workmen here will be as loyal to 
Virginia as they have ever been to the United States. The master armo¬ 
rer says that within three weeks (so .Mr. Kitziniller, military secretary 
to General Carson, informs me), with the present force, he can furnish 
fifty guns a day with appendages ready for firing. It is supposed that 
the cost of taking down, transporting, and re-erecting will be immense. 
Writing in a crowd, and with but few minutes before Mi\ Barbour 
leaves, I furnish a rather confused statement of reasons against the 
removal of the machinery, at least for the present, but thus calling 
your attention to the subject, 

I remain, yours, truly, 

[2.] THOS. M. ISBELL, 


Milledgeville, Ga,, April 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

The City Light Guards, Ooliimbus, Captain Colquitt; Floyd Eifles, 
Macon, Captain Hardeman; Macon Volunteers, Captain Smith, and 
Spalding Greys, at Griffin, Captain Doyal, all ready to start to-night. 
Please telegraph orders to each. All excellent companies, well drilled. 
Glad we have agreed about the enlisted Georgia regiment. You can 
take charge of it at once. Will direct Colonel Williams to order in 
recruiting officers from stations with balance of recruits immediately. 
Please reply to letter by mail. 

[2.] “ ■ JOSEPH E. BEOWN. 


B. G. Buncak, Esq.: 


War Bepartment, C. 8. A., 

Montgomery^ April 20^ 1861, 


Sir: Under the verbal instructions of this Bepartment you will ino- 
ceed without delay to Washington, and make such arrangements with 
the telegraph office either there or in Alexandria as will enable you to 
keep the Bepartment fully advised of all that transpires. Great pru¬ 
dence and circumspection will be necessary both in the selection of 
your agents and in your entire course generally. 

Very respectfully. 


L. P. WALKEE. 
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Sattjbday, Aj^ril 20 , and Sunday, Aj^il 21 , 1801 * 
#****## 

The Governor issued the following order to J. W. Garrett, the presi¬ 
dent of the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad Company: 

Ill the event that you allow Federal troops to he passed over your road, I will take 
possession of so much of said road as lies within the limits of this State. It is due 
to the South that your road, located within slave territory, shall nob he used to the 
prejudice of the slave-holding States, and especially the State of Virginia. 

# ’Hi # 

By order of tlie Governor, General Philip St. George Cocke was 
assigned to the command of the military operations of the State bound¬ 
ing on the Potomac Piver. Officers of all grades on the line of the 
river were required to render obedience to his orders. 

* # # 4 ?- # 

[2.] JOHN LETOHEE. 


Sunday, April 21^ 1861A 

Judge John J. Allen, Col. Francis H. Smith, and Capt. M. F. Maury 
having been notified by the Governor that they have been appointed 
the members of the council of three, in pursuance of a resolution of the 
convention of Virginia now in session, this day appeared and respec¬ 
tively accepted the appointments so conferred. Whereupon the council 
was organized by the election of Judge Allen as president and the 
appointment of P. F. Howard as secretary, and it was ordered that 
the resolution of the convention for the organization of the council be 
entered upon the journal,* which resolution is in these words: 

liesolvedj That a council of three he appointed hy the convention, upon the nomi¬ 
nation of the Governor, to aid, counsel, and advise him in the exercise of his execu¬ 
tive authority in the present emergency; the said council to continue in office at the 
discretion of this body: Provided, That the fifteenth section of the sixth article of 
the constitution of this State shall not apply to the office hereby created. 

Adopted April 20, 1861. 

Resolved by the council^ That the name by which this body is to be 
designated shall be the Council of Three, in accordance with the terms 
of the above resolution. 

Ordered^ That the Governor be informed of the reorganization of the 
council. 

The Governor having communicated with the council and asked their 
advice in reference to the appointment of a commander of the military 
and naval forces of the State, in pursuance of an ordinance of the con¬ 
vention adopted the 19th of April, 1861, the council do respectfully 
advise that the Governor tender to Col. Eobert E. Lee the office of 
commander of the military and naval forces of Virginia, with the rank 
and authority expressed in the ordinance of the convention, and that a 
special messenger be commissioned to communicate with Colonel Lee 
in the event of his appointment. 

Ordered^ That the Governor be advised to concentrate at Bichmond, 
as speedily as possible, 5,000 troops from the counties lying west of 
Bichmond, between Bichmond and the Blue Bidge, and in the valley 
from the county of Bockbiidge to the Tennessee line, consisting of 
infantry, artillery, and riflemen j and that the ordinance of the conven¬ 
tion giving the requisite authority for this measure be recorded by the 

* From the Executive Journal of the State of Virginia, 
t From proceedings of bbe Advisory Council of the State of Virginia. 
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secretary of the council on the journal. The ordinance is in the fol¬ 
lowing words: 

AX OBDIXAXCE adopted hy tlie convention April 17,1861. 

Be it ordainedf That the Governor of the Commonwealth he, and he is hereby, 
authorized and required to call into the service of the State as many volunteers as 
may be necessary to repel invasion and protect the citizens of the State in the 
present emergency, which volunteers he will receive in companies and organize into 
regiments, brigades, and divisions, according to the force required; and the Governor 
shall appoint and commission the general field and staff officers of said volunteers 
and proceed to have them organized and instructed; and that he shall immediately 
invite all efficient and worthy Yirginians and residents of Virginia in the Army and 
Navy of the United States to retire therefrom and to enter the service of Virginia, 
assigning to them such rank as will not reverse the relative rank held by them in 
the.U. S, service and will at least be equivalent thereto. 

Be it further ordained, That the Governor shall repel invasion and see that in all 
things the Commonwealth take no detriment, and shall exercise for this purpose the 
powers conferred upon him by the constitution and laws of the State. 

Be it further ordained, That to enable him to carry out the resolutions aforesaid the 
sum of $100,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Ordered^ That the Governor be respectfully advised to send a tele¬ 
gram to Governor Pickens, at Charleston, S. 0., informing him of the 
very great need this State has for heavy ordnance, and requesting the 
promptest aid in that respect, in the proportion of thirty pieces to li^or- 
folk, twenty to Eichmond, with corresponding ammunition, sending also 
a duplicate of this telegram to President Davis at Montgomery, Ala. 

The Governor having submitted to the council and asked their advice 
upon an ordinance of the convention adopted this day, of which the 
following is a copy: 

Be it ordained, That the Governor of Virginia is empowered and directed to organ¬ 
ize, as the exigencies of the service may require— 

1. A subsistence department, to be composed of one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, 
two majors, and four captains. 

2. A quartermaster’s department, of one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, two majors, 
and four captains. 

3. A pay department, to be composed of four paymasters with the rank of major 
of cavalry. 

4. A medical department, to be composed of one surgeon-general with the rank of 
colonel of cavalry, ten surgeons, and ten assistant surgeons. 

5. An adjutant-general’s department, to be composed of one adjutant-general of 
the rank of colonel of cavalry, with authority to the coramander-in-chief to detail 
as many officers as assistant adjutants-general as the service may require. 

This ordinance shall be in force from its passage. 

Adopted by the convention of Virginia April 21,1861. 

Ordered^ That His Excellency be respectfully advised to organize 
immediately subsistence and quartermaster’s departments, placing at 
the head of each temporarily one person with the rank of major, with 
authority to employ the necessary clerks and assistants, and that 
James E. Crenshaw be recommended to him for the post indicated in 
the subsistence department and B. E. Ficklin for that in the quarter¬ 
master’s department. 

The Governor being absent, it is ordered that a telegram be sent to 
Maj. William S. Barton, Fredericksburg: 

Send immediately to Aquia Creek a force sufficient to protect two steamers there. 
If you can get any ordnance, press it into service. A surprise is feared. Answer at 
once. 

Ordered^ That the Governor be advised to direct that ofScers of all 
grades along the line of the Potomac obey the orders of General Philip 
St. George Cocke, who has been assigned by him to the command of 
the military operations of the State in the section bounded by said river. 

The Governor having fisked the advice of the council upon a telegram 
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from Governor Pickens, of South Carolina, inquiring as to the proper 
destination of troops now advancing from the State of South Carolina 
to the assistance of Virginia, 

Orderedj That His Excellency be respectfully advised to telegraph 
Governor Pickens to send on his troops to Eichmond, where an effort 
will be made to concentrate as large a force as x)ossible, to make Eich¬ 
mond the base of operations, from which, when a commander of the 
forces of the State is appointed, such operations may be conducted as 
may seem best for the interests of the Southern States. 

It being considered desirable to ascertain the condition of affairs and 
the state of public opinion in Maryland, the Governor is respectfully 
advised to appoint Col. James M. Mason a commissioner, to proceed 
forthwith to that State and to acquire and communicate to the Gov¬ 
ernor such information as he may obtain. 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 

EEANCIS H. SMITH. 

[2.] M. E. MATJEY. 


PXJTNAM Court-House, April 21^ 1861. 
His Excellency John Letcher, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Dear Sir: The people of this valley and adjacent counties are 
unarmed, with the exception of two companies at Kanawha Court- 
House and one in this county, and they have good reasons to appre¬ 
hend that an organization is being formed in Ohio to enter this valley 
at the mouth of the Kanawha at Point Pleasant, for the purpose of 
robbing and murdering the people of Mason, Putnam, Kanawha, and 
other counties. We want at least eight or ten cannon on this river 
and arms sufficient to arm the whole people. A sufficient supply of 
arms for the people of Kanawha, Mason, Putnam, Logan, Boone, Nich¬ 
olas, and Payette ought to be sent at once to the Palls of Kanawha or 
some point lower down on the river. Give the people arms and they 
will rise en masse and defend themselves, and every county in this 
section will send one or more companies to defend the State or to fight 
wherever you may command them to go to fight for the cause of Vir¬ 
ginia and the South. I believe the people in this section will sustain 
your proclamation and the action of the convention with great una¬ 
nimity. Every hour the people are becoming more united, determined, 
and enthusiastic. All past differences are being forgiven, and the 
people swear to stand by each other and follow the flag of Virginia 
wherever it goes. Let us have arms as speedily as possible and the 
people will rise and fight. Arms could not be safely sent from Parkers¬ 
burg to the mouth of the Kanawha at Point Pleasant. They would be 
seized in all probability at Pomeroy, Ohio. 

I am,’ with great respect, yours, truly, 

[2.J J. G. NEWMAN, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 32. ) Montgomery^ April 22^ 1861. 

I. Col. Theophilus H. Holmes, infantry, will repair to Ealeigh and 
report to the Governor of North Carolina for duty in that State. 
**###** 

By order of tlie Secretary of War: 

S. OOOPBE, 

[1.] Adjutant and Inspector G-eneral. 
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ElCHMOND, Aj^ril 22^ 1861. 

President Dayis: 

Arrived here this morning. Shall meet the convention in closed 
doors to-morrow at 1 o’clock. Harper’s Perry in onr own hands. 
Arsenal, containing 16,000 arms,blown np by TJ. S. forces; 4,000 or 
5,000 saved. Best guns, all machinery of value, estimated at $2,000,000, 
saved. Gosport navy-yard burned and evacuated by the enemy; 2,500 
guns, artillery and ordnance, saved, and 3,000 barrels of i)owder; also 
large supply of caps, and shells loaded, with the Bormaun fuse attached. 
Yard not so much injured as supposed. Merrimac, Germantown, and 
Dolphin sunk; Cumberland escaped. Only portion of Massachusetts 
regiment reached Washington; 10,000 troops north of Baltimore. Gov¬ 
ernor Hicks with United States General Steuart, of Maryland, asks 
aid. Governor Letcher has ordered 1,000 of guns at Harper’s Perry 
to be sent to him. The South Carolina regiment will come here. Gov¬ 
ernor Letcher this morning issued proclamation ordering 5,000 infantry 
and rifles to rendezvous immediately on railroad. Plenty awaiting a 
commander-in-chief. Col. Bobert E. Lee is expected to-day, and is looked 
to as the commander. All the navy officers of Virginia have resigned 
and tendered services to the State. Governor Letcher got a card on 
Saturday, sent from Gordonsville, purporting to be from Mr. Benjamin, 
saying you would be here Wednesday, and is of course bogus. 

ALEX. H. STEPHENS. 

[ 2 .] 


EiOHMONP, VA., 22 ^ 1801 . 

His Excellency Jefpeeson Dayis, 

President of the Confederate States of America: 

I am directed by the Governor to inform you that Colonel Lee is here. 
The Governor has sent in his nomination as commander of the land and 
naval forces of Virginia, with rank of major-general, domination will 
be confirmed. Heavy ordnance from dorfolk ordered here for coast 
defense and for purposes of co-operating with you. 

GEOEGE W. MUdPOED, 

[2.] Secretary of State. 


Eiohmonb, Va., Aj^ril 22 ^ 1861 . 

Hon. E. Toombs: 

Dispatches just received from agent of Governor Letcher, stating that 
dispatches have just been received from General Steuart, in command 
of trooiDS at Baltimore, stating that 3,000 are in camj) ten miles from 
Baltimore, waiting re-enforcements before proceeding to Washington. 
Baltimore is almost bare of arms and asks the loan of them from Vir¬ 
ginia. The Governor has ordered them to be furnished from Harper’s 
Perry. 1 will communicate later what help you can give the city. 
Eichmond was thrown into consternation yesterday by a dispatch stat¬ 
ing that the Pawnee was coming up the James Eiver to destroy the 
powder taken at Norfolk and to destroy the cannon foundry. Troops, 
with a battery, were sent down the river, where they now are, but the 
report is considered false. 


JOHN SCOTT. 
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Olakksbxjeg-, April 33 , 1861 . 

His Excellency John Letohee, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Deae Sie : Of course you are aware of the general exposure of this 
section of the State, and especially the danger of an attempt to pass 
northwestern troops through upon our railroads. We are almost entirely 
without arms. As lieutenant-colonel commanding the One hundred and 
thirty-eighth Eegiment of Militia, I beseech you to furnish for my dis¬ 
posal such arms as you can afford, and that you will authorize the mil¬ 
itary of this section to do what circumstances shall require to prevent 
the passage of troops through Virginia or other aggression or insult to 
the Commonwealth. If the troubles in Maryland should continue and 
our services should not he needed at home, we would be glad to have 
liberty to go to the relief of our brethren of that State. I send dupli¬ 
cates of this by different routes. Please direct the arms to Bridgeport, 
Harrison County, Ya. 

Tours, &o., 

H. J. COPLIF. 

We indorse the above and unite in the request which it contains. 

JOS. JOHFSOF. 

EO. JOHFSTOF. 

JAS. M. JACKSOF. 

W. P. COOPBE. 

A. J. SMITH. 

[2.] J. S. HOPEMAF. 


Putnam Couet-House, Va., April 33 , 1861 . 
His Excellency John Letohee, 

Governor of Virginia; 

Deae Sir : A gentleman of this county of much credibility, who 
has just returned from a trip through several counties in Ohio, says he 
was informed by several of his customers (he being a tobacconist) that 
efforts were now being made in several of the neighborhoods in Gallia 
and Jackson Counties, Ohio, to raise a sufficient force to invade this 
portion of Virginia, and produce an insurrection among the slaves and 
lay Avaste the valley of the Kanawha. Believing this statement to be 
true, I am induced to write to you, and suggest the propriety of order¬ 
ing one or more volunteer companies to Point Pleasant, the mouth of 
the Kanawha Biver. Buffalo is situated some twenty-two miles up the 
Kanawha Biver, but within some twelve miles of the Ohio Biver. As 
the Ohio Biver runs nearly parallel with the Kanawha from Point 
Pleasant to a point some eighteen or twenty miles below mouth of 
Kanawha, Buffalo would be the most accessible point to the abolition¬ 
ists of Ohio to enter the valley of the Kanawha. There are more 
slaves in the neighborhood of Buffalo than there are from Buffalo to 
Point Pleasant. I would therefore also suggest the necessity of sta¬ 
tioning some one or more companies at Buffalo. If we had arms we 
could soon raise a force to protect ourselves and give to other portions 
of the State the services of our volunteer companies. The people of 
this county are heart and soul with you in the defense of the State. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 

’ EO. T. HABVEY. 
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At a county court, held for the county of Putnam at the court-house 
thereof on Monday, the 226. of April, 1861, it was ordered that the 
sum of $3,000 be appropriated for the purpose of purchasing arms for 
the people of said county, to be used for defending themselves and the 
State of Virginia, and that said sum be levied for and collected in the 
usual manner in which the county levies of said county are made and 
collected, and also the sum of $200 to pay the expenses of a special 
messenger to Richmond City, to be levied and collected in the same 
manner. But this levy of said $3,000 is only to take effect in the event 
that the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia fails or refuses to 
supply said arms. And it is further ordered, that Maj. L. L. Bronaugh 
be, and he is heieby, appointed special commissioner to wait upon the 
Governor of Virginia for the purpose aforesaid. 

Test: 


[ 2 .] 


EO. T. HAEVBY, 

Cleric. 


Montgomery, April 23,1861. 
Ool. T. B. Flournoy, Little Boole, ArJe. ; 

I ■will acceptyour regiment.* You will arm it and equip it from your 
arsenal. Transportation will be provided. You will rendezvous it at 
Lynchburg, where you will be mustered into service. Let me know 
when you will depart and the route you propose. 

L. P. WALKEE. 

[ 1 ‘] 


Richmond, Va., April 23,1861. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

Fresident of the Confederate, States of America: 

Meet the convention to-day; prospect good; nothing decisive done; 
Ool. Robert E. Lee here. He is the commander of the Virginia forces. 
No organization yet. General Scott not resigned, and I believe will 
not from the best information I get. Programme is to hold Portress 
Monroe, Washington City, retake Harper’s Perry; to take and hold 
Memphis, and from that point wdth Western troops to open a line of 
communication with Pensacola. 

ALEX. H. STEPHENS. 

P-] 


Charleston, [April] 23,1861. 
Commanding Virginia Forces: 


General E. E. Lee, 


Permit me to advise batteries with portable shot furnaces to prevent 
ascent of Potomac by steamers. 

^ G. T. BBAUEBGAED. 


See Flournoy et al., Vol. I, p. 688. 
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^ Norfolk, April 23.1861. 

His Excellency John Letcher, 

Governor of Virginia: 

I lierewith send yon a dispatch, communicated to ma as confidential 
by Samuel Watts (aide-de-camp), W. W. Lamb (mayor), 0. W. Newton, 
James Oornick, and Tazewell Taylor, esqrs.: 


Norfolk, April 23,1861, 

The Baltic arrived off Old Point to-day "witli troops from Boston, as reported to ns, 
and proceeded to Washington. The Cumberland is lying off Old Point, and is the 
only vessel of war in Hampton Roads. 

WALTER GWYNN, 

I 1 Major- General, 


Tuesday, April 23 , 1861 .* 

The Governor nominated to the convention Robert E. Lee to be com¬ 
mander of the military and naval forces of this Commonwealth, with 
the rank of major-general. The nomination was unanimously confirmed, 
and the commission was issued accordingly. 

* * * * * * • 

The Governor issued an order to W. W. Townes that all vessels 
loaded with tobacco, cotton, etc., belonging to Northern men, should not 
be permitted to leave James Eiver. 

***#*## 

[2.] JOHN LETCHER. 


Tuesday, April 23,1861.\ 

Present, the whole council. 

The council respectfully advise that the Governor dispatch a telegram 
to General Walter Gwynn to send a flag to Fort Monroe to ascertain 
whether it be true that officers of the Army citizens of this State are 
kept in irons or otherwise restrained against their will at that fort, and 
report the result to Governor Letcher immediately. 

Ordered, That the secretary enter upon record the communication 
this day addressed by them to the convention. This communication is 
in these words: 

Council Office, April 23,1861. 

G-entlbmen op the Convention: 

The Council of Three, appointed by a resolution of the convention adopted on the 
20th of April, 1861, to aid, counsel, and advise the Governor in the exercise of his 
executive authority in the present emergency, beg leave to represent to the conven¬ 
tion that great uncertainty arises out of the terms of the resolution as to the relation 
which it was contemplated to establish between the Governor and the council. The 
expression, ^'to aid the Governor,^Ms ambiguous. It could not have been contem¬ 
plated that the council should enter upon the performance of executive functions 
without the concurrence of the Governor, for that would have been to create a dual 
executive each acting independently. The resolution does not make it necessary 
that the Governor shall act with the advice of the council or direct him, before he 
exercises any discretionary power, to require the advice of the council, leaving it 
discretionary with the Governor to conform his action thereto or not, as to him may 
seem expedient. If it was contemplated that the council should counsel and advise 
the Governor upon such matters as the council might deem important, sucJi advice, 
if off'ered without the request of the Governor, might appear obtrusive, and if given 
•without adequate knowledge of the facts might lead to disastrous consequences. 


* From the Executive Journal of the State of Virginia, 
t From proceedings of the Advisory Council of the State of Virginia. 




28 


MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W,, & W. VA. 


[Chap. LXm. 


The raemhers of the council beg leave, in conclusion, to state that, acting under the 
emergency which prompted the passage of the resolution, they entered upon the 
performance of the duties imposed on them, and that so far as they have been con¬ 
sulted or ventured to make independent suggestions the utmost harmony has existed 
between the Governor and council, but they feel convinced that under the resolution 
as it now stands they cannot render that efective service which the public exigency 
demands. 

JOHN J. ALLEN, 

President of the Council, 


Tlie council respectfully advise that the companies from the Univer¬ 
sity of Virginia be sent back to Charlottesville. 

It being suggested to the council by the Governor that the rooms in 
the custom-house assigned to the clerk of the Federal courts have been 
appropriated by the military, the council respectfully advise that the 
Governor issue an order directing the possession of the said rooms to 
be restored to the clerk. 

President Davis having informed the Governor that thirteen addi¬ 
tional regiments of the troops of the Confederate States have been 
ordered on to Virginia, it is respectfully advised that the Governor 
reply to the President that Col. Robert B. Lee being about to assume 
command here, it will be best to delay the march of the troops men¬ 
tioned until he shall receive a communication from Colonel Lee. And 
it is further advised that the Governor communicate the telegram 
received from President Davis and the answer thereto to the convention. 

On a suggestion made by the Governor the council advise that no 
volunteer companies be mustered into service when the complement of 
men falls below the minimum required bylaw; and that mere informal¬ 
ities in the rolls of companies should be no barrier to mustering in such 
companies as may have a full complement. 

The Governor submitted a communication from John B. Baldwin, 
inspector-general, asking instructions as to mustering in the companies 
composing the First Regiment of Virginia Volunteers, he having been 
notified by Captain Cary, commanding one of the companies, of the 
unwillingness of both himself and many of his soldiers to be mustered 
in as a part of the regiment, x)referring rather that their services should 
be accepted as an independent company. Whereupon, advised by the 
council that as the course insisted on by Captain Cary would end in the 
total disorganization of the regiment, the inspector-general be instructed 
to muster in the regiment as a whole and not by companies. 

It being suggested to the council by the Governor that sundry vessels 
have been seized by his orders and are now detained, and advice being 
asked in relation to the disposition of such vessels, cargoes, and crews, 
the council advise that the officers charged with the naval defenses of 
the James, York, Rappahannock, and Potomac Rivers and their tribu¬ 
taries be directed to inspect the vessels so seized; to cause a valuation 
and assessment of damages to be made of any such vessels and their 
cargoes as may be absolutely necessary to be detained for the defenses 
of the State; to take immediate measures for the preservation of such 
vessels and cargoes as may not be discharged and discharge all such as 
are not essential to be retained, and give certificates to the officers and 
crews for their pay from the time of cletention until discharged. 

The council direct the insertion in their journal of the ibllowing res¬ 
olutions, adopted by the convention in response to the communication 
this day made by the council to that body : 

1. Besolved, That in the appointment of a council of three by the convention, upon* 
the nomination of the Governor, to aid, counsel, and advise him in the exercise of 
his executive authority in the present emergency, it was not the purpose or intention 
of the convention to confer on the council the power to control the Governor in the 
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exercise of his executive functions, hut it was their purpose to impose upon the Gov¬ 
ernor the ohligation to consult the council in regard to all executive acts. 

2. That a regular journal of the executive proceedings and acts should he kept, in 
which should he recorded all appointments and proceedings of the Executive and the 
votes of the several councilors thereupon. 

Adopted by the convention of Virginia April 23,1861. 

And the secretary is also directed at this point to place upon record 
the fact that in all the advices heretofore given to the Governor the vote 
of the council has been unanimous. 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 

EEANOIS H. SMITH. 

[2.] M. F. MAUEY. 


Fairmont, Ya., A])ril 23^ 1861. 

Governor John Letoher: 

Dear Sir: I have felt it my duty to send Major Thompson, one of 
my aides, to you, to inform you of the state of things here. We receive 
no mail south of the city of Washington any more. We must have arms 
here or else we shall be overrun. The Government of the United States 
furnishes arms upon the order of the postmaster at Wheeling, and 
threatens us with Ohio and Pennsylvania troops. The administration 
men threaten us with a provisional government and manifest a deter¬ 
mination to take possession of this part of Yirginia. Our people are 
right in this county with a few exceptions. Let us have arms here. 
Send them to Strasburg. Have them wagoned eighteen miles to Win¬ 
chester and send by the railroad. Authorize us to call out at least 
1,000 men, to be posted near Wheeling and along the railroad line. 
Send us a draft on the treasury for some money to meet this exigency. 
I have sent this express, deeming it my duty so to do. Major Thomp¬ 
son will give you the facts in detail. Let us have some pieces of ord¬ 
nance. Send us as good arms as you have. If no other kind, let us 
have iiint-lock muskets. I hope you feel it your duty to pay the expense 
of this express. We are impatient to hear from you. 

T. S. HATMOND, 

[2.] • Major-General Third Division Virginia Militia, 


Secretary of War: 


Eiohmond, April 24^ 1861. 

(Eeceived 25th.) 


Just arrived. Have seen Mr. Stephens. General Scott is determined 
to stand by Union and his oath. Two men arrested on Wilmington 
and Weldon road cutting bridges. 

D. G. DUNTOAN. 

[2.J 


BlOHMOiro, April 24,1861. 

(Eeceived 6 o’clock.) 

L. P. Walker: 

Mission of Mr. Stephens successful. The Old Dominion is in our 
Confederacy. An ordinance has just passed adopting the Provisional 
Constitution. Delegates -will be sent to our Congress 29th. Mr. Ste¬ 
phens has telegraphed the President. 

[2.] 


D. G. DUXOAX. 
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Headqtjartees Pbovisional Forces, 0. S. Army, 

CJiarlestony April 1861. 


General Egbert E. Lee: 

Do you wish portable shot furnaces for defense of the Potomac*? 
can let you have two. 

[2.1 G. T. BEAUEEGAED. 


I 


Eiohmonb, April JSdj 1861. 

(Eeceived 9,10 p. m.) 

General Bbaureoabd, 

Charleston: 

Will be glad to have the furnaces. Send them here. 

[2.] E. E. LEE. 


Wednesday, April 1861.^ 

Present, the whole council. 

The council direct that the secretary enter upon the journal and com¬ 
municate to the Governor the following modification of the advice given 
by them to His Excellency on yesterday in relation to the seizure of 
vessels, &o.: ^ 

The council tmanimously advise that all vessels which have been detained by- 
order of the Governor or other officers acting under State authority be directed to 
be inspected, so as to ascertain the character of the vessel; the cargo and its value, 
and any damages which may have been sustained by the seizure and detention, and 
that report be required under what authority the vessel and cargo were seized and 
detained. That all such vessels be restored to their owners or masters, with permis¬ 
sion to proceed upon their voyages. If any- such vessels and cargoes have been 
abandoned by their masters or crews, that care should he taken of them. Where 
cargoes have been taken from the vessels and stored elsewhere, that the same be 
returned to the vessels before their discharge, ascertaining the damage and granting 
certificates thereof to the masters. When officers and crews have been detained, that 
pay should be allowed to each at the rate at which they were shipped, and certificates 
given them therefor from the time of detention or seizure until discharged, such 
certificates to he presented at Richmond for payment. But as to such steamers as 
may he essential for the purposes of the public service, that the same should be 
retained for the present and until the further order of the Governor, but a survey 
should be made and the value of the vessel ascertained and reported. 

Tbe Governor desiring the advice of the council as to tbe reply to 
be made to a dispatch this morning received from William H. C. Whit¬ 
ing, inspector-general of the State of l!^orth Carolina, applying for a 
safe conduct for the passage of a company of the U. S. troops through 
the territory of Virginia from the State of Korth Carolina, where they 
have been stationed and from which State they desire to retire: 
Advised unanimously that this application be rejected as inexpedient, 
the council deeming that the passage of such troops through the terri¬ 
tory of Virginia might be attended with hazard to their safety. The 
council were also consulted by the Governor as to the appointment of 
ex-Governor Henry A. Wise to some military position for which he has 
patriotically tendered his services: Advised unanimously that the 
Governor hold such applications in reserve until it is ascertained by 
the action of the convention and the advice of the major-general in 
command the number and grade of military officers whom it will 
devolve upon the Governor to appoint in the State army and volun¬ 
teers, having regard to the ordinance of convention in relation to 
officers of the XJ. S. Army, natives of Virginia or residents therein, 

^ From proceedings of the Advisory Council of the State of Virginia, 
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wlio have retired or may retire j&:om the service of the United States 
and tender their services to Virginia. 

The Governor submitted for advice a communication from E. H. 
Lorton, deputy collector at Eichmond, inquiring whether an agent of 
the Post-Office Department shall be paid out of the funds in the hands 
of the said collector: Advised unanimously that the Governor abstain 
from making any disposition of the funds collected or to be collected 
by collectors of the United States until the convention of Virginia 
shall take some order in relation to that subject. 

The Governor communicated a dispatch from General P. St. George 
Gocke, at Alexandria, to General Lee, in which General Cocke says 
that he can destroy the light-boats and remove the buoys through the 
pilots without military force, and asks instructions. Submitted by 
General Lee for the views of the Governor and council: Advised unan¬ 
imously that the decision upon this matter be left to the discretion of 
the commanding general. 

JOH¥ J. ALLEN-. 

EEANOIS H. SMITH. 

[2.1 M. P. MAUEY. 


Pruntytown, Va., Ap 7 ^il 24 ^ 1861 . 
His Excellency John Letcher : 

Dear Sir: We, the undersigned citizens of Taylor County, deem it 
our duty to inform you particularly of our situation and that of this 
region, and to ask your advice and assistance. We inclose you two 
slips from the Wheeling Intelligencer, which will help to indicate our 
condition. The Grafton Virginian, the Clarksburg Guard, and the 
Wellsburg Herald adopt similar views. All these papers are evidently 
stipendiaries of the Federal Government. There has for some weeks 
been maturing in this the Tenth Congressional District a conspiracy 
for resistance to the ordinance of secession by force of arms and for a 
division of the State. Many of our citizens evidently encouraged and 
united in the plan before the passage of the ordinance of secession, 
and now, however, that they are on the brink of action, their resolu¬ 
tion fails, yet outside of this county that resolution seems unabated. 
We are glad, however, to have it in our power to say with sincerity 
and trutlx that a large majority of the people of the northwest are 
opposed to a division of the State, and that at least half of those people 
will ratify by their votes the action of the convention. In Taylor 
County we have at least 500 reliable men. 

With this preface we now come to the point which is now nearer to 
our immediate necessities. We are here actually in danger of subjec¬ 
tion and humiliation to the force of our enemies from the States of 
Ohio and Pennsylvania, and also from our own neighbors, and we have 
no arms; not a single musket of the State is in our county. We have 
one volunteer organization at Petterman, in this county, the Letcher 
Guard, but it is wholly unarmed. We are in the act of forming a vol¬ 
unteer company or battalion of volunteers of all ages as a home guard; 
and now we implore you to take measures to send us at least 200 as 
good arms as possible as soon as may be, and also ammunition, &c., 
with a flag of the State. These arms, &c., should be sent via Win¬ 
chester and Harper^s Perry. They may be directed to the commandant 
of the One huncked and nineteenth Eegiment (who is truly loyal to the 
State), care of J. K. Smith, Petterman, Va., and from Harper’s Perry 
they should have a guard. By all manner of means these arms should 
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be ill our hands before the electionj because we apprehend that the 
polls may be held by the anti-secessionists and we be kept from voting. 
The Virginia authorities must be careful to whom they send arms and 
other military stores in this region, for many of the militia officers are 
traitorous, or, to say the least, unreliable. We will agree to give bond 
in any penalty before any man (or the county court) for the return of 
these arms, or for their delivery to any volunteer company that may 
present an order for them from Your Excellency. We should also have 
pistols and side-arms 5 for all of which we will give proper security. 
The Grovernment should undoubtedly attend at once to this region. 
We were at a convention at Eairmont on the 17th instant, composed 
of delegates from all parts of the district, and the views we have 
expressed here are confirmed by all we learned there. We have con¬ 
ferred with our neighbor Senator ISTeeson, of Marion, and he concurs 
in our views 5 also Senator l^ewlen. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants and fellow-citizens, 

E. J. AEMSTEONa. 

A. S. WAEDEl?!, 

Surgeon 119th Regiment. 

B. E. MAETIN. 

D. S. MOEEIS, 

Uditor and Publisher. 

WM. P. KEMBLE, 

Colonel 119th Regiment. 

G. W. HAKSBEOUGH, 

[ 2 .] Commonwealth's Attorney. 


EoLiilSTON, near IforfoUc, [April —, 1861.*] 
William M. Ambler, Esq.: 

My Dear Sir: Mr. Walters, of Baltimore, will hand you this. Eor 
God’s sake, urge ’em at Eichmond to press forward on three points: 
Harper’s Ferry, to cut offi the West, to form camp for Baltimore and 
point of attack on Washington from the west; the Potomac Eiver from 
every point where heavy guns can be put to resist re-enforcements by 
that river, and to Hampton to prevent the forces at Fort Monroe from 
taking heights around and shutting us up in our bays and rivers. Send 
heavy guns to Potomac, and procure small arms from Governor Ellis, 
who is said to have captured 75,000 stand in Korth Carolina. We are 
quiet here now, but fortifying, and daily along Lynn Haven seeing the 
steamers taking re-enforcements up bay and Potomac to Washington. 
This can be done all the time until we surround Fort Monroe and make 
the heads too hot to hold blockading fleets. I may be a dying man, but 
will be at Eichmond in two or three days and seek service. Have tele¬ 
graphed my tender to Governor Letcher. Will you please see him and 
the council and beg for some command for 
Yours, truly, 

[2.] HEKEY A. WISE. 


Eichmond, Va., April ^5, I 86 I. 

His Excellency Jepeerson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States of America: 

Convention between the Confederate States and the Commonwealth 
of Virginia ratified. All military forces and military operations of the 


Probably written about April 23 or 24, 1861. 
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Commonwealtli in the present common impending danger to be under 
the chief control of the President of the Confederate States of America 
immediately upon the same principles, basis, and footing as if said 
Commonwealth was a member of the Confederacy and the Constitu¬ 
tion for the Provisional Government. The convention has passed an 
ordinance adopting our Provisional Constitution, Delegates will be 
sent to the Confederate Congress on its meeting. I give you sub¬ 
stance; particulars by mail. Will requisition be made for volunteers 
on the Executive of Virginia, as has been done on other Confederate 
States'? Let me hear immediately. I am exceedingly gratified at the 
result of my mission. 

p n ALEX. H. STEPHENS. 


Eichmond, Ajpril 25^ 1801, 

L. P. Walker: 

To go to Washington, even could I get there, which I learn reliably 
would be impossible, would defeat my object. TelegTapli ofSce at 
Washington seized last Friday. Eesidents there leaving. Martial law- 
prevailing. No communication between Washington and Virginia for 
some days. Every approach cut and guarded. Norfolk Bay line to 
Baltimore open at present. I go to Alexandria first and then to Nor¬ 
folk. Maryland Legislature meets to-morrow. All bridges between 
Washington and Philadelphia destroyed. Maryland believed to be 
with us. Georgia troops narrowly escaped destruction between Wil¬ 
mington and Weldon by cutting of bridges. Now thoroughly guarded. 
Colonel Lee planting batteries at Arlington Heights. Eichmond full of 
troops. 

[2.] D. G. DUNCAN. 


MoNTG-oivtERY, April 25, 1861. 

Governor J. W. Ellis, 

Raleigh, W. G.: 

I shall have to supply with arms three regiments from Tennessee 
and one from Arkansas that rendezvous at Lynchburg, Va. Can you 
send this Government 2,000 iDercussion muskets to be sent to Lynch¬ 
burg*?* 

L. P. WALKEE. 


Montgomery, April 25, 1861, 

Governor Thomas O. Moore, 

Reic Orleans: 

Will you send one regiment or two to Eichmond"? Tt is important 
for me to know. 

[2.] L. P. WALKEE. 


New Orleans, April 25,1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

One regiment leaves Saturday, and the next in three or four days 
after if equipments can be got ready. 

[2.] THO. O. MOOEE. 

* See Ellis to Walker, April 25, Volume I, p. 487. 

3 R B—VOL LI, PT II 
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In O0NYENTION5 April 25 ^ 1861 , 

Maj. Gen. E, E. Lee: 

Sir: I have the honor to communicate the following resolution, 
adopted this day by the convention: 

Hesohed, That Major-General Lee he requested at once to provide for the security 
of the machinery for manufacturing arms now or recently at Harper's Ferry, by 
removal or otherwise, and that the leport now under consideration be referred to 
him. 

Heportfrom a special coynmittee, presented ApHl$5f 1861, 

AN ORDINANCE providing for the removal and disposition of the machinery taken at Harpoi’s 

Ferry. 

Be it ordained, That the Governor of the Commonwealth cause so much of the 
machinery taken at Harper's Ferry as may be useful for the manufacture and repair¬ 
ing of muskets to be removed to the city of Richmond and placed in the armory, 
and that he cause the residue of said machinery to be removed to the city of Lynch¬ 
burg, and that so much thereof as maj'' be necessary be put in a condition to be used 
as speedily as possible. All the expenses incurred under this ordinance to be paid 
out of the money appropriated for the defense of the State. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JKO. L. EUBAl^K, 

[2.] Secretary of Gomention, 


Hdqrs. First Light Div., Maryland Volunteers, 

Baltimore^ Thursday^ April 1861—7 p, on. 

His Excellency John Letoher, 

Richmond^ Ya,, 

Sir : The communication of Tour Excellency by telegraphic dispatch 
to Brigadier-General Cocke, at Alexandria, and transmitted thence to 
Baltimore by special messenger, reached me to-day at noon, and I 
hasten to express our profound and grateful sense of the friendly spirit 
in which you have considered oux destitution and most liberally pro¬ 
vided for it. God bless you, Governor, and your generous people, and 
may those bonds of friendship which have so long united your State 
and mine never be sundered. I inclose a copy of my letter to Maj. 
Gen, Kenton Harper, acknowledging receipt of 351 muskets, carbines, 
&c., and begging him to return you my thanks for. them. 1 also send 
you a copy of my note dispatched to General Harper to-day, requesting 
him to keep a lookout for what you proposed to send me through him. 
I hope to establish by to-morrow evening a line of vedettes from my 
headquarters to those of Brigadier-General Cocke, near Alexandria, 
and I shall then he in most safe communication with you by that route 
through Baltimore, Anne Arundel, and Prince George Counties to the 
ferry at Alexandria. Our Legislature will be in session to-morrow at 
Frederick, and I trust their action will be as unanimous and decided 
as we could desire. The first two regiments which marched from 
Annapolis for Washington reached Millersville, ten miles, last evening, 
and halted there last night. This morning about 8 o’clock their 
advance guard reached the Annapolis Junction (ten miles farther), and 
there met a strong detachment from Washington. The Federal troops 
now have possession of the entire railroad route from Washington to 
Annapolis, and will very soon repair the damage done to the Annapolis 
road. The road from the Junction to Washin^on has not been injured. 
They have at their command only two or three engines, with passenger 
and burden cars sufficient to transport about 500 men in one train. 
The road from the .^napolis Junction to Baltimore is uninjured, and I 
am very anxious, with the co operation of General Harper, to occupy a 
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strong position at or near the Eelay House, so as to guard and keej) 
open for our own accommodation the railroad communication from 
Baltimore to the West, and at the same time cutting it off from Wash¬ 
ington. As soon as that point is agreed upon, I shall make an applica¬ 
tion to General Harper for a large force to guard and protect the road 
from Harper’s Ferry to Baltimore, leaving us to take a strong position 
and guard it at the Eelay House. Have the goodness to acknowledge 
the receipt of this and other communications from me, that I may be 
assured of their safe delivery. Of course the communication I have 
spoken of from Alexandria to Baltimore by the vedette line will be the 
best and safest. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

G. H. STEUAET, 

Major-General, 


[Inolosure No. 1.] 


Baltimoee, Aipril 23 ^ 1861 — 6,30 a , m . 
Maj. Gen. Kenton Haepee, 

Commanding at Sarper^s Ferry: 

SiE: I fully appreciate your reply to my dispatch. It is just what I 
expected from you and from a commander of Virginia troops at this 
moment. Since I wrote to you, new and unexpected movements and 
operations of the troops landed at Annapolis have altered the plans I 
was preparing to carry out. Our eyes are now turned to another point, 
where your co-operation could not be easily availed of, though it is pos¬ 
sible I may be able to give you sufficient notice to secure your valuable 
assistance. Having opened a communication with you, I shall write 
freely when our exigencies require it. At present all I will add is, all 
honor to Old Virginia and everlasting union between her and Maryland. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. H. STEUAET, 

Major-General, 


flnclosuro No. 2.] 


Hdqrs. First Lig-ht Div., Maryland Volunteers, 

Baltimorej April 25, 1861, 

Major-General Harper, 

Commanding at Sarperh Ferry, Va.: 

Sir : When the arms (with regard to which we have this day received 
a dispatch from Brigadier-General Cocke) are received by you, be kind 
enough to inform me at once and retain them until an answer is sent you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. H. STEUAET, 

[2. ] Major- General, 


Thursday, April 25,1861.* 

Present, the whole council. 

The council authorize and direct their secretary to employ some trust¬ 
worthy person to assist him as a copying clerk and by bearing messages 
and in such other matters as may require such assistance, his services 
to commence with this day. 

The Governor having presented “An ordinance amending and 
re-enacting the ordinance adopted on the 21 st instant for the organi¬ 
zation of staff* departments for the military forces of the State,” adopted 
by the convention of Virginia April 24,1861, asking the advice of the 
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council upon all qiiestioas arising under said ordinance: Advised unani¬ 
mously that this ordinance be immediately carried into effect, and for 
this purpose that the Governor confer with General Lee with reference 
to the number of officers and the persons most suited for the various 
branches of the staff corps. It is also unanimously advised that, as the 
commissions of all officers in the said staff corps which have abeady 
been commissioned are vacated by this ordinance, these officers continue 
ill service until their successors are appointed. 

Under the ordinance of convention of April 24, 1861, the council 
unanimously concur with the Governor in the following appointments 
recommended by General Lee: 

Maj. Eobert S. Garnett to be adjutant-general with the rank of colo¬ 
nel; bapt. Eugene E. McLean to be quartermaster with the rank ot 
major; Maj. George C. Hutter to be paymaster with the rank of major; 
Charles Bell Gibson to be surgeon-general with the rank of colonel; 
Charles H. Smith to be surgeon with the rank of major. 

Under the ordinance of convention of April 17, 1861, the council 
unanimously advise that the Governor make the following appointments 
upon like recommendation of General Lee, submitted by the Governor 
for advice: 

Col. Joseph E. Johnston, to be major-general of volunteers; Col. J ohn 
B. Magrudcr to be colonel of volunteers; Oapt. Henry Heth to be lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel of volunteers; Oapt. Eichard S. Ewell to be lieutenant- 
colonel of volunteers, and James E. Crenshaw to be major of volunteers. 

The Governor having submitted to the council for advice the case of 
officers of the Army and Navy of the United States, natives or residents 
of Virginia, now on the retired list: Advised unanimously that General 
Joseph Ih Johnston, Col. John B. Magruder, and Lieut. Col. Eichard S. 
Ewell, late of the U. S. Army, and Capts, Samuel Barron and Sydney 
Smith Lee, late of the U. S. Navy, be appointed a joint commission of 
army and navy officers to name all efficient and worthy Virginians and 
residents of Virginia in the Army and Navy of the United States, for 
the purpose of inviting them into the service of Virginia, in accordance 
with the ordinance of convention of April 17,1861. 

The Governor also submitted for advice the question how steam ves- • 
sels entering the navy-yard at Portsmouth or other ports on State 
service may be supplied with coal when in want, this being now the 
case with one such vessel at Portsmouth: Advised unanimously that 
this matter be referred to the proper navy bureau, with instructions to 
the chief of that bureau to purchase, or cause to be purchased, a suffi¬ 
cient supply of coal for the use of steamers and to issue it as necessity 
may require. 

The Governor submitted for advice the following ordinance adopted 
by the convention on the 24th instant: 

Be it ordained. That the Governor he atithori25ed to have constructed a line of tele¬ 
graph from the city of Eichmond to such point on York River as he may select, and 
to defray the cost of the same from such moneys as may he raised for military pur¬ 
poses. 

Advised unanimously that the Governor advertise for proposals to 
erect a line of telegraph from Eichmond to West Point and put the 
same in operation. 

The Governor also submitted another ordinance of the convention 
of the same date, as follows: 

Be it ordained, That the Governor he, and is hereby, authorized to excuse from mili¬ 
tary service such number of the employes of each railroad company as may he nec¬ 
essary to operate the road and to organize and arm them for the defense of the line 
of such road and of its termini. 
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Advised unanimously that tlie Governor exempt from military serv¬ 
ice sucli employes as the presidents of the respective companies may 
certify to be necessary, and to arm them and place them under the 
command of such of the conductors or other agents of such companies 
as the presidents of said companies may prescribe. 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 

FRANCIS H. SMITH. 

[2.] M. F. MADET. 


Thuesdat, April 25,1861* 

******* 

Advised unanimously that General Joseph E. Johnston, Col. John B. 
Magruder, and Lieut. Gol. Eichard S. Ewell, late of the IT. S. Army, 
and Capts. Samuel Barron, Eobert B. Pegram, and Sydney Smith Lee, 
late of the U. S. Navy, be appointed a joint commission of army and 
navy officers to name all efficient and worthy Virginians and residents 
of Virginia in the Army and Navy of the United States, for the pur¬ 
pose of inviting them into the service of Virginia in accordance with 
the ordinance of convention adopted April 17,1861. 

* ****** 

Under the ordinance of the convention of April 24,1861, the Gov¬ 
ernor, with the unanimous concurrence of the council, appointed and 
commissioned the following staff officers, viz: Maj. Eobert S. Garnett 
to be adjutant-general with the rank of colonel; Maj. George 0. Hut- 
ter to be paymaster with the rank of major ; Charles Bell Gibson to 
be surgeon-general with the rank of colonel; Charles H. Smith to be 
surgeon with the rank of major, and Capt. Eugene E. McLean to be 
quartermaster with the rank of major. 

******* 

[2.J JOHN LETCHEE. 


April 25, 1861. 

General Lee, 

Commanding^ &c.: 

General: A telegraph from President Davis notified the Governor 
a few days ago that he has made a requisition for thirteen regiments, 
to rendezvous at Lynchburg without delay. The Governor replied 
not to forward them until you should be invested with the command. 
The Governor suggests that you take up the consideration of commu¬ 
nicating with President Davis on the subject at once. 

E. H. SMITH. 

[ 2 .] 


Louisville, April 25^ 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War: 

Dear Sir: Your dispatch to Magoffin was handed to him whilst we 
were conversing, and was read by him to me, and at the same time 
Mr. Benjamin’s dispatch came, telling me to offer my men. As you will 
have learned fi^om my letter to Mr. Benjamin, our State is in a defense¬ 
less condition, and therefore our policy must be to gain time. I imme¬ 
diately sent orders to my companies to move, and they have done so 

* From the Executive Journal of the State of Virginia. 
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hurriedly and 'without their ranks full. Oapt. Jo. Desha, Capt. J. D, 
Pope, Oapt. J. B. Harvey, and Captain Lapaille left for Nashville this 
afternoon with about 300 men. Captain Orossland and Captain Bow¬ 
man will meet me there with about 180 more. The other companies 
will follow, as they were not ready and have been disbr^^anized tem¬ 
porarily by the fright cast over our people of an invasion apprehended 
h‘om Cincinnati, Cairo, and Indianapolis. As the Governor could not 
respond to your call from motives of policy, I have done so individually, 
and the Confederate flag has floated gaily to the breeze as my men 
this evening marched through our streets, thousands applauding and 
waving them on. As of necessity in thus hurriedly, at a moment’s 
notice, moving a body of men, I shall not profess to supply them with 
articles which are necessary lor troops, but will content myself with 
uniforming as many as possible and supplying them with the actual 
necessities. Having to do all this individually, and money in such 
times as these being very hard to procure, I shall exercise due economy, 
and think that you will find my men less expensive than any other 
detachment which is enrolled. I shall remain in Nashville, where I go 
on Saturday with the stragglers left this evening, for a few days, so 
that I can go to Yirginia with the Tennessee troops. I expect my 
detachment, when leaving Nashville, to number about 600 men, and 
the remainder will follow me as quickly afterward as the respective 
companies can be prepared. I presume that you will give directions 
to the proper officers in Yirginia in regard to furnishing my men with 
proper arms and equipments. 

I have the honor to be, yours, truly, 

BLANTON DUNCAN. 

[ 2 .] 


• Febdeeicksburg-, [A'pril 25,1861.] 
His Excellency Governor Letohee: 

The steamer Logan, now here, would have been detained by me but 
for your proclamation. The agents say that if she goes to Baltimore 
she will not return. It is absolutely necessary that 1 should have this 
steamer on the Eappahannoct. She leaves at 4 a. m. to-morrow for 
Baltimore. I advise that she be chartered by the State. I have also 
at the wharf a Northern vessel loaded with corn for New York. Shall 
the corn be detained? I await your instructions. 

DANIEL RLTGGLBS, 

[2.] Brigadier-General. 


NoEFOIiK, Ajgril 25,1861. 

Capt. A. B. Faiepax: 

(Care Honorable Secretary of Committee.) 

Opportunity presents of sending a few heavy guns to the Potomac. 
Ascertain if desired, and to what point they shall be sent. 

By order: 

W. F. LYNCH, 

Colonel. 

[Krst indoraement.] 


The within dispatch is referred to General Lee, who will reply. 

By order of the Governor: 

JNO. ECHOLS, 

Aide. 
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[Second indorsement.] 

The opportunity is not deemed safe. 

[2.] [E. E. LEE.] 


Montgomery, Aj^ril 26^ 1861, 

Hon. A. H. Stephens, 

Richmond^ Ya.: 

Mr. Pryor was furnished with a copy of our law providing for the 
public defense. Under this law the regiments elect their own officers. 
I told them when here that such troops as Virginia would supply would 
be through Governor Letcher upon requisition. He must therefore 
arrange with Governor Letcher. The military force of Virginia has 
been placed at the disposal of the President, and I have telegraphed 
Governor Letcher to know of what this force consists and at what points 
it is being rendezvoused. Until he replies I can give no special orders. 
The troops from the Confederate States are ordered to rendezvous at 
Lynchburg and Eichmond. 

[2.] L. P. WALKEE. 


Private.] Eiohmond, Aj^ril 26^ 1861. 

L. P. Walker; 

Mr. Stephens said to a prominent gentleman [that] President Davis 
was not coming. Causes dissatisfaction, because exiiected his presence 
would inspire confidence. Leaked out proposition made from Wash¬ 
ington to convention. Troops murmuring; they have not the confi¬ 
dence in Lee they have in Davis. Union men favor temporizing. 
William 0. Eives believes in settlement without collision. Lee dwelt 
on enthusiasm ISTorth and against aggression from us. Is our cause 
not in danger of demoralization*? Pryor agrees with Tyler that Presi¬ 
dent Davis’ presence is essential. 1 leave for Alexandria to-morrow, 
then l^rorfolk and Baltimore, which are the points Tyler said to me a 
moment since propositions were coming from third parties. 

[2.1 D. G. DUHCA^T. 


Eiohmond, April 26,1861. 

(Eeceived 7 p. m.) 

L. P. Walker: 

Have conversed with General Bobert E. Lee. He wishes to repress 
enthusiasm of our people. His troops not ready; although pouring in 
every hour, they remain here. General Cocke has 300, and no more. 
Corps of observation on Potomac near Alexandria. He considers 
Maryland helpless, needing encouragement and succor. Believes 
20,000 men in and near Washington. Hew York furnishing Govern¬ 
ment large sums money, Astor reported offered $10,000,000. 

[2.] D. G. DUHOAH. 


Wheeling, Va., April 26,1861. 

John Letcher, Esq., 

Governor of Virginia: 

Sir; I have this moment learned that Major-General Haymond, of 
Marion County, contemplates asking that the State shall send arms 
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&c., to Wheeling for its defense. I trust that no such order will be 
complied with, and that its compliance will only add to the confusion 
and to the evil of the times. We are at peace, and such a procedure 
will only bring upon our people the bitterness of intestine feud and 
the military occupation of the northwest by the forces of the surround¬ 
ing States under the authority of the Union, and if resistance is made 
it will make us the theater of civil and predatory warfare, with the 
inability of the State or of the entire South to protect us. A glance 
at the map will satisfy you of our exposed and defenseless position, 
and just now we feel and are satisfied that our weakness is our strength, 
and our people desire to be left in that condition. If at leisure I may 
write you again in a few days and frankly give you my views of the 
relations of the northwest to the eastern division of the State. 

With personal regard, your friend, 

GEO. W. THOMPSON. 

[ 2 .] 


Friday, April 26^ 1861^ 

Present, a full council. 

The Governor submitted the following as his nominations under the 
ordinance of convention of April 17,1861, viz: 

On the recommendation of Major-General Lee, Samuel Jones to be 
lieutenant-colonel of volunteersj Joseph Selden to be lieutenant-col¬ 
onel of volunteers 5 Daniel A. Langhorne to be colonel of volunteers; 
Eobert Johnston to be major of volunteers; Lunsford L. Lomax to be 
captain of volunteers; William P. Smith to be captain of volunteers; 
J. Maury Garland to be captain of volunteers; David Lambert to be 
captain of volunteers; H. H. Selden to be captain of volunteers; John 
E. McDaniel to be captain of volunteers; Jehu Williams to be captain 
of volunteers; William Thomas Hardy to be captain of volunteers; 
Charles W. Hardy to be captain of volunteers. 

On the recommendation of J. E. Crenshaw, acting commissary-gen¬ 
eral, Thomas G. Peyton to be captain of volunteers; Frank G. Itufiin 
to be captain of volunteers, and John H. Claiborne to be captain of 
volunteers. 

On the recommendation of Colonel Heth, acting quartermaster-gen¬ 
eral, William S. Wood to be captain of volunteers. Nearly all being 
wanted for immediate staff service, advised unanimously that these 
appointments be made. 

The Governor also submitted his nomination of Eicliard L. Maury to 
be first lieutenant of volunteers, for service in the council chamber: 
Advised unanimously that this appointment be made. 

The name of John Cowdrey Taylor was also submitted by the Gov¬ 
ernor for appointment as second lieutenant of volanteers, nominated by 
Capt. E. L. Page, who desires the assistance of Mr. Taylor as secretary 
in performing the duties of his office as naval aide-de-camp to the Gov¬ 
ernor: Advised unanimously that this appointment be made. 

On the suggestion of Capt. Samuel Barron, the Governor submits 
the nomination of Lieut. E. B. Pegram, of the navy, to be added to the 
joint commission of army and navy officers yesterday appointed: 
Advised unanimously that Lieutenant Pegram be added to the com¬ 
mission. 

Papers were submitted by the Governor relating to repairs of revenue 
cutter Duane, commenced by authority of the United States Govern- 
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jnent and now interrupted, the naval officer in charge desiring instruc¬ 
tions: Advised unanimouslythattheofficer charged with naval repairs 
be requested to ascertain the time and cost of putting the Duane in 
complete repair. 

The Governor submitted a communication from Colonel Dimmock, of 
the Ordnance Department, proposing to send to Louisvillfe and other 
Western places, by an agent, to gather up percussion caps, thinking 
tliat large numbers can thus be had. He asks whether he can obtain 
through the Treasury Department $600 for the purpose: Advised 
unanimously that an advance of $500 for this purpose be made. 

A communication was received and submitted by the Governor from 
John W. Vaughan, Hampton, Ya., stating that ho has left the light- 
boat and has all his crew with him, and holds at the disposal of the 
Executive two small boats belonging to the light-boat. Bequests that 
if any arrangement can be made tor the pay now due by the United 
States Government to himself and his men the collector of the port of 
Norfolk may be informed: Advised unanimously that no steps be 
taken on the subject until the convention has given instructions. The 
light-boat should be taken care of by the proper bureau. 

The Governor submitted a communication from Maj. W. E. Taylor, 
commanding the Third Battalion of Virginia Volunteers, Norfolk, 
stating that Oapt. Edmund Bradford, of Company F, in his battalion, 
is absent, and that the companies of the battalion are very large. He 
asks instructions, and in particular whether three lieutenants to each 
company may be elected: Advised unanimously that no action is nec¬ 
essary at present in the case of Captain Bradford; he will no doubt 
soon be in Norfolk. The Governor is authorized by the law (Code of 
Virginia, p. 150, sec. 2, chap. 26) to allow the election of three lieuten¬ 
ants of volunteer companies whenever he may deem it expedient. It 
is further advised that the absence of the captain and the large size of 
the companies in Major Taylor’s battalion make this a proper case for 
the exercise of the discretion of the Governor. 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 

FEANOIS H. SMITH. 

[3.] M. F. MAHET. 


Friday, April 26,1861.* 

* # -IIS * * * 

Maj. Gen. Robert E. Lee nominated the following officers for appoint¬ 
ment: SanuielJones, lieutenant-colonel of volunteers^ Joseph Seldeii, 
lieutenant-colonel of volunteers; Daniel A. Langhorne, colonel; Robert 
Joliiiatoii, major; Lunsford L. Lomax, captain; William P. Smith, cap¬ 
tain; J. Maury Garland, captain; David Lambert, captain; H. H. Sel- 
den, captain; N. B. French, captain, each, of volunteers. Upon which 
the Governor asked the advice of the council and they unanimously 
advised that the appointments should be made as suggested under the 
authority given in the ordinance of convention of the 17th of April, 1861. 

41 : # # # # # * 

The Governor commissioned J. B. Baldwin inspector-general of vol¬ 
unteers, he having been appointed some days ago. 

###**#* 

[2.] LETCHER. 


From tke Executive Journal of the State of Virginia. 
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Hdqks. Maj. Gen. Oosidg. Foeoes in ISToepolk Haeboe, 

Norfolk, Va., April 26,1861. 

Maj, Gen. Eobbei E. Lee, 

Commanding Lamd a/nd Naval Forces of Virginia, 

Headquarters, Richmond, Va. : 

Geneeal : Inclosed I send you a copy of my correspondence with 
Elag-Ofidcer G. J. Pendergrast, of the U. S. Navy, in reference to sub¬ 
jects therein disclosed. I send also a copy of the conversation between 
him and the bearers of the flag of truce. 

By order of Walter Gwynn, major-general, commanding forces in 
Norfolk Harbor: 

SAME. WATTS, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

[InclosureNo. 1.] 

U. S. Flag-ship Oumbbeland, 

Off Fortress Monroe, Va,, April 25,1861. 

Maj. Gen. Waltee Gwtnn, 

Commanding Forces in Norfolk Harbor: 

SiE: Tour letter, under date of April 25,1861, inclosing a communi¬ 
cation from Ool. J. Dimick, was this moment handed me by Captain 
Jones, one of your aides, under a flag of truce. In reply to your com¬ 
munication I have to say that the schooner George M. Smith was seen 
with a signal of distress flying and a boat was immediately dispatched 
to her relief, when the steam-tug Young America was seen coming 
direct toward her. Thinking that the boat would not be able to bring 
her to a gun was fired from the ship, which had the desired eff'ect. 
The said schooner was loaded with contraband of war, and was accord¬ 
ingly ordered under the protection of the fort, and in connection with 
the steam-tug Young America becomes the property of the Gnited States 
Government by my order. 

G. J. PENDERGEAST, 
Flag-Officer, Commander-in-Chief Home Squadron. 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Hdqes. Maj. Gen. Oombg. Foeces in Noepolk Haeboe, 

Norfolk, Va., April 25,1861. 

His Excellency John Letchee, 

Governor of the State of Virginia: 

SiE: I herewith inclose, you will find, fih^st, a communication from me 
to my aide, Oapt. Catesby ap E. Jones; second, a communication from 
me to Ool. J. Dimick; third. Colonel Dimick’s reply; foqrth, Oapt. 
Oatesby ap R. Jones’ report to me. I have just sent my aides, Oapt. 
0. ap E. Jones, Ool. Tazewell Taylor, and Ool. Harrison Robertson, 
under a flag of truce, with a communication to Flag-Officer G. J- Pen- 
der^ast, a copy of which I herewith inclose. As soon as his answer is 
received a copy of it will be transmitted to you. 

WALTER GWYNN, 

Major-General, Commanding Forces in Norfolk Harbor. 

[Sub*incl 08 uro No. 1.] 

Hdqes. Maj. Gen. Oomdg. Foeoes in Noepolk Haeboe, 

Norfolk, Va., April 24,1861. 

Oapt. Oatesby ap E. Jones, 

Of the Virginia State Navy and Aide-de-Camp : 

SiE: You will be pleased to ascertain and report to me the circum¬ 
stances under which the steam-tug Young America left this harbor this 
morning. 
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By order of Walter Gwyim, major-general, commanding forces in 
li^’orfolk Harbor: 


EOBEETSOH, 
Colonel and Aide-de-camp, 


[Sub-inolosure No. 2.] 

Hdqrs, Maj. Gen. Oomdg^. Forces in IJTorfole; Harbor, 

Norfolk^ Ya.^ April 1861, 

OoMDO. Officer Fortress Monroe and Castle Calhoun: 

Sir : I send herewith my aide, Capt. Catesby ap E. Jones, with a flag 
of truce, to inquire into the circumstances as reported to me of the 
capture of the steam-tug Young America. 

1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

WALTEE GWYMT, 

Major-General^ Commanding Forces in Forfolk JSarbor, 


[Sub-inclo8ure No. 3.] 

Headquarters, 

Fort Monroe^ Fa-., April 24^ 1861, 

Maj. Gen. Walter Gwynn, 

Commanding Forces in Norfolk Harbor: 

General: In reply to your communication just delivered me by 
your aide, Capt. Catesby ap E. Jones, inquiring into the circumstances 
as reported to you of tbe capture of the steam-tug Young America, I 
have the honor to inform you that she was captured by Flag-Officer 
Pendergrast,!}. S. Navy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. DIMIOK, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 

[Sub-inolosure No. 4.] 

Hdqrs. Maj. Gen. Comdc. Forces in Norfolk Harbor, 

Norfolk^ Fa., April 24, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. Walter Gwynn, 

Commanding Forces in Norfolk Harbor: 

General : In obedience to your order I have ascertained that Flag- 
Officer Forrest this morning granted permission to the steam-tug 
Young America to proceed to Hampton Eoads for the purpose of tow¬ 
ing up a schooner to this port. I have also to report that the steam- 
tug was this evening in possession of the frigate Cumberland, now 
lying under the guns of Fortress Monroe, and it is stated that she was 
fired into by that vessel. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

CATESBY AP E. JONES, 

Captain, Virginia Navy. 


[Sub-inclosuro No. 5.] 

Hdqrs. Maj. Gen. CoMua. Forces in Norfolk Harbor, 

Norfolk, Fa., April 25,1861. 

Flag-Officer G. J. Penderorast, 

Commanding U. 8. Naval Forces now in Hampton Hoads: 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose you a communication* from Col. J. 
Dimick in reply to my communication to him, from which it appears 
that the steam-tug Young America was captured yesterday by your 


See sub-inclosure No. 3. 
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orders. I have therefore thought proper to send my aides, Ool. Taze¬ 
well Taylor, Gapt. Oateshy ap R. etones, and Ool. Harrison Hobertson, 
under a flag of truce, to inquire of you under what circumstances and 
by what authority the said capture was made. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

WALTEE GWTNK, 

Mctjor-Generalj Commanding Forces in Norfolk Harbor, 

[Incloa ire No. 3,] 

Memorandum of an interview had on the 25th day of April, 1861, on 
^!| board the XJ. S. frigate Cumberland, between Elag-Offlcer G. J. Pen- 

dergrast, TJ. S. Navy, and the undersigned, aides-de-cam^') of Maj. 
j Gen. Walter Gwynn, commanding the forces of the State of Virginia 

|j in Norfolk Harbor, under a flag of truce, borne by the undersigned, 

with a communication in writing from Major-General Gwynn to Elag- 
Offlcer PendergTast. 

Having been received by Elag-Offlcer Pendergrast on board the 
frigate Cumberland and conducted to his cabin, we presented to him 
Major-General Gwynn’s communication, which being read, the -flag- 
officer retired to his secretary’s room, and after some time returned to 
us and said that he would answer General Gwynn’s communication in 
writing, but that while his answer was being prepared he would state 
to us verbally the circumstances under which the capture of the steam- 
tug Young America was made. He then stated in substance as fol¬ 
lows, viz; That on yesterday (the 24th of April) a schooner lying at 
anchor near the frigate Cumberland (distant some 300 or 400 yards) 
was observed to have an American ensign hoisted with the union 
down; that regarding this as a signal of distress he had ordered one 
of his boats to go alongside of the schooner, and the boat had accord¬ 
ingly started on that errand; that at the same time the steam-tug 
Young America approached the same schooner; that a shot was fired 
across the bows of the steam-tug from a gun in his boat, and as that 
shot did not appear to bring the steam-tug to immediately he (Flag- 
Officer Pendergrast) ordered a gun to be fired at the steam-tug from 
on board the Cumberland, which was done, and the shot from the gun 
struck the steam-tug, but fortunately killed no one on board and did 
no material damage to the tug, except to pierce the upper works of the 
tug; that the two shots were fired in quick succession; that the steam- 
tug was then about 300 or 400 yards distant; that the boat immedi¬ 
ately afterwards boarded the schooner and the steam-tug and took them 
both, with their crews, captives; that he (Flag-Officer Pendergrast) still 
held the captured vessels, and intended still to hold them and their 
. crews as captured vessels, and intended to make use of the steam-tug 
for the uses of the United States Government, as he had already done 
since she was captured; that there were on board the steam-tug, 
besides the crew, two persons, one of whom was a harbor master of 
Norfolk, both of whom he had ordered to be set on shore at Old Point, 
with liberty to go wherever they pleased, and that the crews of the 
steam-tug and of the schooner were still prisoners; that the schooner, 
upon examination of her cargo, was found to have on board ten gun 
carriages, with caissons, which seemed to be adapted for light artillery 
use; that this fact was not known to him when he ordered the guns to 
be fired and the vessels to be captured; that he had not thoroughly 
examined the whole cargo of the schooner, but had not found any guns 
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or cannon or any other articles contraband of war except the above- 
mentioned gnu carriages. Flag-Officer Pendergrast exhibited the 
manifest of the captured schooner, showing that she was the schooner 
George M. Smith, of Brook Haven, Conn., of 171 tons burden, and 
that she had cleared from the port of INew York for the port of Wil¬ 
mington, 1^. C., on the 2d day of April, 1861; that several vessels recently 
arriving in Hampton Koads and bound into Norfolk and Richmond had 
applied to him for advice as to what course they should pursue; that 
he had advised such vessels, in writing, to proceed to some Northern 
port and there take further advice from their consignees. He specified 
the vessels to which he had given such advice, viz: The schooner 
Sarah Jane, of Marblehead, Mass.; schooner Ann Colby, of Bucksport, 
Me., and the schooner Grapeshot, of Bucksport, Me. He further 
stated, in answer to inquiries made by the undersigned, that he had 
not captured or arrested any other vessels except the steam-tug Young 
America and the schooner George M. Smith, above mentioned; that he 
did not know whether he would have permitted the vessels (the schoon¬ 
ers Sarah Jane, Ann Colby, and Grapeshot, above mentioned) to go 
up to Norfolk if they had requested permission to do so; that he cer¬ 
tainly would not have permitted them if they had on board any muni¬ 
tions of war; that he declined to say whether vessels not having 
articles contraband of war on board and desiring to proceed through 
Hampton Eoads to Norfolk or Richmond would be permitted by him 
to do so; that he had not made up his mind upon that subject, but 
expected further orders from Washington on that i)oint to-morrow 
morning; that the schooner George M. Smith was then under the guns 
of the frigate Cumberland and Fortress Monroe. The above is the 
substance of all that was said by Flag-Officer Pendergrast during the 
interview relating to the subject-matter of the flag of truce, as far as 
we can recollect. This memorandum was made the same day, April 
25,1861, 

TAZEWELL TAYLOR, 

Colonel and Aide-de-Gamjp. 

CATESBY AP E. JONES, 

Ga;ptain^ Virginia Navy, 

HN ROBERTSON, 

[2.1 Colonel and Aide-de-Gamp. 


Norfolk, April 26^ 1861. 

Maj. Gen. Robert E. Lee: 

General: Accompanying this dispatch please find a communication 
from Francis J. Thomas, colonel and adjutant general Maryland forces. 
Be pleased to communicate to me your desire in the premises. 

By order of Walter Gwynn, major-general, commanding forces in 
Norfolk Harbor: 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant. 

CHAS. F. COLLIER, 

Aide-de-Gamp. 

[InclosTire.] 

Norfolk, April 26^ 1861. 

Major-General G'WYNN, 

Gommanding Virginia Forces^ Norfolk: 

General : Having felt it best to alter my plans with reference to 
the transportation of my heavy ordnance to Baltimore, I take pleasure 
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in. informing you that if a dispatch of mine to Baltimore did not reach 
there in time to prevent it, which I doubt, I have at Fredericksburg a 
large and swift steamer subject to my orders, and which I beg to place 
at the disposal of the Yirginia authorities, should they desire to run 
guns or other material of war up the Potomac or elsewhere. I do not 
know what steamer has been sent, but presume the G-eorge Peabody. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANOIS J. THOMAS, 

[2.1 Colonel and AdjutanP General. 


Hobpolk, April 26,1861. 

Maj. Gen. Robeet B. Lee, 

Comdr. of the Land and Nanai Force of the State of Virginia: 

Generax: I herewith send you a communication from Charles Du 
Pont Bird, Loyola College, Baltimore, Md., sent to me by Governor 
Wise. 

By order of Walter Gwynn, major-general, commanding forces in 
Norfolk Harbor: 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

CHAS. F, COLLIER, 

Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 

[Inclosure.] 

Loyola Oolleoe, 
Baltimore^ April 25^ 1861. 

A strong feeling in the two lower counties of Delaware is aroused in 
favor of Delaware joining the Southern Confederacy. With a man or 
two from you to give directions and a hint that arms and men would 
come if necessary, the people of Sussex themselves would destroy the 
Delaware raih'oad terminating at Seaford, on the Kanticoke. This rail¬ 
road, I am confident, the General Government of Lincoln wish to secure, 
that they may transport troops by the !Nanticoke Eiver to the Chesa¬ 
peake, and thence to Washington by the Potomac Eiver. A vessel or 
two sunk in the iN’anticoke will hinder this design. There is considera¬ 
ble trestling work on the Delaware railroad near Dover which would 
retard that road if it were broken. The arms that Delaware owns are 
in the hands of the secessionists. The i)owder mills on the Brandy¬ 
wine (owned by relations of mine) should be secured at all hazards. 
With a not very large force, if we cannot hold them, they should be 
destroyed. Some of the Du Fonts are friendly to the South. If it is 
possible to guard these works for a few weeks the stock of powder for 
the Southern Confederacy-would be largely increased. Information is 
received this a. m. that 8,000 Northern troops are at Annapolis. Do 
not wait for our Legislature to invite you. Start up the bay at once. 
If haste is not made, by Saturday night 25,000 troops will be in Wash¬ 
ington. The Legislature meets at Frederick to-morrow. Nine thousand 
one hundred and thirty-five was the vote polled in Baltimore for seces¬ 
sion candidates. No opposition being made, the vote was small. Come 
to our help. We need force at the Susquehanna to stop the hordes of 
the North. 

Eespectfully, yours, and every moment waiting your orders, I am, 

OHAELES DU PONT BIED, 

[3.] Loyola College^ Baltimore^ Md, 
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Burnt Ordinary, James City County, 

April 26^ 1861. 

[John Letcher, 

Oovernor of Virginia:] 

My Dear Sir : I ask permission to draw your attention to a subject 
(if it lias not already been done) tbat I consider of mucli importance to 
the country at this time, and especially to Tide*Water Virginia. I refer 
to the use of our able-bodied free negro men, between the ages of eight¬ 
een and fifty, in military service. They might be made highly useful 
in camp work, throwing up intrenchments and forts, and in any other 
way that the safety of the country might require. And besides this, it 
would be iiutting them out of harm’s way, thereby lessening the chances 
of servile insurrection, which it is well to guard against as far as 
possible. Again, should it ever become necessary to take Old Point 
Comfort they might be made to play a part in that affair greatly to the 
preservation of the lives of our troops without doing them any injustice 
as a x'>^ople, assuming that the life of a white man is as worthy of pres¬ 
ervation as that of a negro. Again, I see that many slaves have been 
off’ered to the Government by gentlemen to do camp work. I think it 
would save the necessity of this labor, and whilst the slaves might be 
kept at work to produce bread for our army, these people by their lazy 
habits, were they left at home, would not increase the stock of provis¬ 
ions at all in the country. These and other reasons induce me to ask 
your attention to this subject, and if it shall meet your views of pro¬ 
priety, respectfully suggest that you issue a proclamation to comman¬ 
dants of regiments to call such persons into service at any time that 
they may think the interest of the State may require it. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

r2.1 0. M. HUBBAED. 


L, r. Walker: 


Eichmond, Ajgril 37, 1861. 


Troops pouring into Washington -without hindrance now in great 
numbers. Eeport Governor Hicks resigned. Frank Blair says Marj"^- 
land shall be a free State if every white man has to be destroyed. 
Troops defacing capitol. Blockade to be extended to Virginia and 
North Carolina Monday. Commodore Stringham in command. Regu¬ 
lar Army and Navy to be increased to 25,000 each. No mails from 
Washington. Passengers come through to Alexandria per steamer. 
Judge Eose, from Washington, says 15,000 troops there. Public build¬ 
ings undermined. Heights Georgetown being diligently fortified. Bal¬ 
timore papers of 26th say less excitement there. Legislature expected 
to call a convention. Reported at Baltimore families of Cabinet had 
all left. Hotels nearly empty, preparing to close. Scarcity of pro¬ 
visions in W^ashington. Railroad [from] Washington to Philadelphia 
in possession of Government. Virginia convention not elected com¬ 
missioners to Montgomery. Vice-President left this morning. 

121 D. G. DUNCAN. 


Satttrday, April 37,1861.* 

* * ***** 

The Governor nominated to the council Maj. Thomas J. Jackson 
colonel of voluiiteers under the ordinance of convention of 17th of April, 


From the E-secntive Journal of the State of Virginia. 
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1861, and asked tlieir advice: Advised unanimously to approve tlie 
nomination. Under an ordinance of convention this day adopted tlie 
Governor submitted the nomination to tbe convention, and was subse¬ 
quently informed that the nomination was confirmed by the convention. 
Ordered that the adjutant-general issue his commission. 


# * 




* # # # # 

JOHS LETOHEE. 


Saturday, A^pril 27^ 1861J^ 

Present, a full council. 

The Governor submitted for advice information communicated by Mr. 
Alfred M. Barbour that there is a person named Ball at Harper’s Ferry 
who is a very excellent artificer of machinery for arms, &c., and who 
can, he believes, construct bullet and cap machines, of which the State 
is in so much need: Advised unanimously that the Governor empower 
A. M. Barbour, esq., to organize a body of artificers, with Mr. Ball and 
other skillful master armorers, to build and put into operation without 
delay, bullet and caj) machines, and that so much of the machinery of 
the Harper’s Ferry Armory as may be required for these objects be 
appropriated by Mr. Barbour for this purpose and be sent to Bichmond 
immediately. 

A communication from S. 0. Eobinson to the colonel of ordnance 
withdrawing his proposal to furnish 3,000 army or navy pistols, of 
Whitney pattern, to be delivered in part witliin 60 and 120 days, at 
$18 each, and now proposing to make them at $20 each, deliverable 
in the same time: Advised unanimously that the proi)osition now made 
be accepted. 

A communication from Yulosko Yaiden, first major Thirty-second 
Eegiment, Eew Kent County, wishing to know what must be done with 
the schooner E. H. Parker, loaded with wood in Ohickahominy Eiver, 
which has been taken possession of by Quartermaster Isaac H. Chris¬ 
tian j referring also to two ineces of cannon and fifty stand of arms 
granted to a private individual; Advised unanimously that under the 
proclamation of the Governor the vessel should be released. With 
respect to the arms, if held by unauthorized persons, they should be 
taken charge of by the colonel of the regiment and a report of their 
number and condition immediately made to the adjutant-general. 

A communication from J. L. Morrow, superintendent of telegraph 
Eichmond and Danville Kailroad, mentioning the ordinance of conven¬ 
tion authorizing the building of a telegraph line to York Eiver and 
propovsing to build the line: Advised unanimously that by the advice 
of council of the 25th instant the Governor was advised to advertise 
for proposals for a line from Eichmond to West Point. As soon as a 
proposition is submitted to council the advice will be given. 

Communications from Thomas T. Cropper to Captain Maury, on which 
the Governor asks advice. Mr. Cropper says that, being perfectly ac¬ 
quainted with the coast and bay, he has no doubt he could purchase in 
the North and bring safely here arms, caps, cap machine, &;c.: Advised 
unanimously that a confidential agent be employed to procure, for the 
immediate use of the State, percussion caps, a cai? machine, and also 
one for bullets, or any of them, with the assurance that when they are 
delivered to any authorized agent of the State, within the limits of the 
State, a liberal compensation will be allowed. 


From proceedings of tke Advisory Council of the State of Virginia. 
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The case of Paymaster Doran, of the U. S. I^avy, apprehended and 
detained in Eichmond: Advised unanimously that, as officers who were 
lately connected with the Army and Kavy of the United States have 
been permitted to withdraw from the U. S. service without hindrance, 
and to return to Virginia and are still so allowed, as far as is known to 
the council. Paymaster Doran be permitted to pass. 

The Governor having nominated to the council Maj. Thomas J, Jack- 
son colonel of volunteers, called into service under the ordinance of 
April 17,3861, and requested the advice of council on the appointment, 
the council unanimously approve of the nomination of Major Jackson 
as colonel of volunteers. 

JOHN J. ALLEK 
FEANCIS H. SMITH. 

[2.] M. P. MAUEY. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Viruinia Forces, 

Ho. 3. ) April 27^ 1861. 

1. The charge, preparation, &;c., of the ordnance for the troops for 
field service and all its appliances are assigned to Col. 0. Dimmock, 
colonel of ordnance, Eichmond, Va. 

2. The ordnance for the stationary batteries and for river and harbor 
defense, the preparation of ammunition, &c., is assigned to the cliarge 
of Oapt. George Minor, State navy, through Oapt. Samuel Barron, 
of the same, Eichmond, Va. Officers of both services will conform 
their action in relation to this subject accordingly. 

By command of Major-General Lee: 

E. S. GAENBTT, 

[2.] Adjutant- General. 


General Lee : 


Convention of Virginia, 

Biclimond^ April 27^ 1861. 


Dear Sir : Will you permit us to ask your attention to a state of 
things which we regard as of great and urgent moment to our part of 
the State—the northern portion of the Valley of Shenandoah ? A large 
camp of Hfortbern troops is now concentrating at Chambersburg, in 
Pennsylvania, just against and very near that part of our border. The 
papers inform us that one or more brigades are now there, and several 
others marching to join them. The object stated is to invade Virginia 
upon the first indication of movement on the part of our force. From 
the position chosen and the inch and defenseless character of our north¬ 
ern Valley counties, we believe that the first blow will fall upon our 
people. We are entirely without cannon, although appropriated to us 
by act of assembly, and urgently claimed by some of us for months past, 
.^tillery companies at Winchester are ready to receive and use them. 
Very respectfully, EOB. Y. COHEAD, 

JAS, MAESHALL, 

Frederiolc County. 
EDMUHD PBHDLETOH, 

BerJceley County. 
HUGH M. HELSOH, 

Clarice County. 
ALFEED M. BAEBOUE, 

[2,] Jefferson County. 


4 R R—VOL LI, FT IX 
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EiOHMONE, YA., A]^ril 28^ 1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

The house of a secessionist named Pomfrey at Washington visited. 
He escaped. Pour steamers passed up this morning. General Cocke’s 
headquarters moved from Alexandria to Culpeper Court-House. Gov¬ 
ernor Hicks’ message advises neutrality. Minister Faulkner has pre¬ 
sented our commissioners at Paris. Humors that Federal troops will 
attack Alexandria, take heights and railroad. Facts in connection 
with General Harney’s arrest at Harper’s Ferry and release here to day. 
Governor Letcher says General Carson’s Virginia army arrested him on 
his way from Saint Louis to Washington under orders. He came will¬ 
ingly on parole. Governor and council released him. Advise General 
Eobert E. Lee and Commander Maury, hoping to win him over. Har¬ 
ney expressing Southern sentiments, his detention might interfere with 
further resignation of Virginia officers. Harney leaves for Washington 
to-morrow. Spy caught here to-day writing to Lincoln. Commissioners 
from Maryland here asking assistance. 

D. G. DUNCAN. 

[ 2 .] 


Sunday, April 28,1861.'^ 

Present, a full council. 

The Governor communicated his nomination of Maj. J. 0. Pemberton, 
late of the U. S. Army, to be lieutenant-colonel of volunteers, and J. 
S. Saunders to be captain of volunteers: Advised unanimously that 
Maj. J. 0. Pemberton be appointed lieutenant-colonel of volunteers and 
J. S. Saunders captain of volunteers, as nominated. 

! The Governor also submitted a communication from Peyton John¬ 
ston, a druggist, of Eichmond, stating that there is at present a very 
limited supply of medicines and surgical instruments in this State, and 
suggesting that arrangements should be speedily made for their 
importation from Europe in British or French bottoms, and that for 
that purpose an agent should be sent at once to Europe: Advised 
unanimously that the subject be referred to the surgeon-general for 
information, 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 

FEANCIS H. SMITH. 

[2.] M, F, MAUEY, 


Culpeper Court-House, April 2^, 1861, 
General P. St. Georg-e Cooke, 

Gommanding Potomac District: 

Sir: I have the honor to rei^ort that I ascertained from a reliable 
source in the State Department at Washington that there were yester¬ 
day in that city 17,000 men of all arms then quartered there, aiid that 
the number of men in Annapolis amounted to 8,000, while there were 
two steamers lying off that port with troops not yet disembarked. A 
large number of the troops in the District are occupying Georgetown 
Heights. From the same source, which I deem reliable, I learn that 
the Lincoln Government has determined^to renew the attempt to open 
communication through Baltimore. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

[2.] F. G. SKINNEE. 


From proceedings of the Advisory Council of the State of Virginia, 
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Eiohmond, April 39,1861. 

L. P. Walkee: 

One thousand Rhode Island and Rew York troops arrived in Wash¬ 
ington to-day. Martial law proclaimed. Travel not interrupted. 
Proclamation blockade ports in North Carolina and Virginia issued. 
Citizens leaving Washington in numbers. Expressions of sympathy 
the cause of banishment. Strong secession editorial in Baltimore Sun 
of Saturday. 

D. G-. DUNCAN. 

[ 2 .] - 

Richmond, April 39,1861. 

(Received 10.30 p. m.) 

L. P. Walkee: 

Long Bridge over Potomac at Washington guarded, northern side, 
by large force Federal troops, south side by V irginia troops. Reported 
that Federal troops occupy Arlington Heights; also U. S. steamers lie 
off Alexandria, and all fish caught at lower landings on Potomac sent 
to Washington if provisions are cut off. Baltic passed down. Several 
arrests of persons made. Families leaving Washington. Among per¬ 
sons compelled to quit Daniel Ratcliff, prominent lawyer. Employes 
navy-yard arrested loading bombs with sawdust and sand. General 
Scott said to be very infirm. 

D. G. DUNCAN. 

[ 2 .] - 


jj. P. Walker: 


EicHMONDj Aj^rll 29^ 1861, 

(Eeceived 1.45 p. m.) 


Major Patton, Virginia army, one of Harney^s escort from Harper’s 
Ferry, states that troops are being concentrated at Ohambersburg, Pa., 
with a view, it is believed, of occupying the Maryland Heights, which 
command Harper’s Ferry. That the force now there, estimated at 4,000, 
could not hold that point against 1,000 U. S. troops. There are too 
many militia generals issuing conflicting orders and creating confusion. 
Harney left for Washington. Hicks recommends neutrality. Many 
persons from Maryland taking refuge in Virginia with negroes. North¬ 
ern troops reach Washington in transports via Potomac. A member of 
New York Seventh Eegiment, at Governor Letcher’s house, says many 
of that regiment refuse to fight the South. This regiment never in any 
fight with Baltimoreans. A man named Boyd shot on the island at 
Washington by two men for expressing secession sentiments. Es:-Presi- 
dent Tyler says Maryland is c^ling loudly for help. Send all the troops 


you can spare. 
[ 2 .] 


D. G. DUNCAN. 


Monday, April 29^ 1861.* 

Present, a full council. 

The council directed their secretary to send in to the convention the 
following communication; 

Council Chaivibbr, A])ril B9, 1861. 
The Honorable the Prksident or the Convention of Virginia: 

The Council of Three respectfully request the consideration of the convention of 
the accompanying sketch of the plan of an ordinance, prepared under their super¬ 
vision, in the place of and to supersede two ordinances adopted on the 27th instant, 

* Prom proceedings of the Advisory Council of the State of Virginia. 
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one entitled an ordinance concerning the quartermaster's department, and the other 
entitled an ordinance to provide a board to v^hom shall be referred all claims for 
expenditures arising ironi the organization, equipment, and support of the land and 
naval forces called or to be called out for the defense of the Commonwealth under 
the present emergency. Some of the provisions of these ordinances indicate that 
they were drawn up without sulhcieut consultation between those engaged in their 
preparation, producing sncli a discrepancy and conflict between them as to render it 
difficult, if not impossible, to carry them into effect.^ It has therefore been thought 
advisable to combine both into one plan, such as is herewith presented, so as to 
produce a consistent whole, capable of being carried into prompt and systematic 
execution, ^ 

By order of the council: 

P. F. HOWARD, 

Seci'etarij, 


The Governor submitted his nomination of the following gentlemen 
for appointment in the volunteer service of the State: William Mahone, 
of Norfolk City, to be lieutenant-colonel of volunteers; Oapt. John 
McOausland, of Mason County, to be lieutenant-colonel of volunteers; 
Maj. Eobert H. Chilton (late of U. S. Army), to be lieutenant-colonel 
of volunteers; Capt. A. S. Taylor (late U. S. Marine Corps), to be lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel of volunteers; P. E. Page, of Gloucester County, to be 
major of volunteers; Ool. J. P. Wilson, of Cumberland, to be major of 
volunteers; Maj. Alonzo Loring, of Wheeling, to be major of volunteers; 
Francis M. Boykin, jr., of Lewis, to be major of volunteers; Cornelius 
Boyle, to be major of volunteers: Advised unanimously that the appoint¬ 
ments in this nomination he made. 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 

FEANCIS n. SMITH. 

, M. F. MAUEY. 


Monday, April 29,1861.* 

On the 28th instant the Governor nominated to the council for 
appointment of lieutenant-colonel of volunteers Maj. J. 0. Pemberton, 
late of the U. S. Army: Advised unanimously that the appointment 
be made. On the same day the Governor also nominated for their 
advice J. S. Saunders as a captain of volunteers: Advised unanimously 
that the appointment be made, and the commissions were ordered to 
be issued accordingly. 

m ^ m ^ ^ m 

The Governor submitted to the council for advice nominations of tbe 
following officers for tbe volunteer service of tbe State, viz: For lieu¬ 
tenant-colonels, William Mahone, of Norfolk City; John McOausland, 
of Mason County; Eobert H. Chilton, late of tbe XJ. S, Army, and A. S. 
Taylor, late of the TJ. S. Marine Corps. 

For tbe office of major: P. E. Page, of tbe county of Gloucester; 
J. P. Wilson, of Cumberland; Alonzo Loring, of Wheeling; Francis 
M. Boykin, jr., of Lewis County, and Cornelius Boyle: Advised unani¬ 
mously that the appointments be made. Ordered, that tbe commis¬ 
sions be issued accordingly. 

JOHN LETOHBE. 

[ 2 .] 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Virg-inia Forces, 

No. 5. f Richmond, Va., April 29,1861. 

The general commanding desires to impress upon all officers and 
agents employed in the militaiy and naval service of the State the 
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necessity of observing tbe strictest economy and accountability in tbe 
expenditure of public money or in tbe use of the credit of the State. 
No expenditures will be made unless duly authorized, nor will they 
assume the responsibility of incurring any expense or of using the 
credit of the State unless the necessities of the case are so clear and 
imperative as not to admit of the delay of referring to the proper 
authority. Records and voucliers must be made and preserved for all 
expenditures or uses of the credit of the State, specifying the nature 
and necessity of the service for which they were made. They will keep 
all expenditures in the subsistence department (food for the men only) 
distinct from those of the quartermaster’s department, which embraces 
shelter for men and horses, transportation, forage, stationery, and like 
subjects. As soon as the exigencies of the service will permit the 
officers and agents of the disbursing departments of the service will be 
supplied with the necessary blank forms for the proper performance of 
their duties. 

By command of Major-General Lee: 

E. S. GAENETT, 

[2.] Adjutant-General. 


Orders, ) Headquarters of Division, 

No. 5. j Richmond, La., April 29,1861. 

Col. John B. Magruder will assume command of all the artillery serv¬ 
ing in and about Eichmond, Va. 

By order of General Johnston: 

L. L. LOMAX, 

[2.] Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eiohmond, April 29,1861. 

General Egbert E. Lee: 

Sir: Permit me to call your attention to the fact that there are some 
pai’ts of the machinery at Harper’s Ferry—for instance, that portion 
adapted to stocking and rifling the guns and profiling machines—which 
it would be exceedingly difficult to have replaced in case of their loss. 
I would respectfully suggest the removal of such machines beyond the 
reach of danger at the earliest possible moment. I can add that these 
machines are of a lighter kind and hence the easiest moved, and also 
the easiest destroyed with a sledge hammer in the hands of a strong 
man. I am ready to serve you, if you desire it, in selecting with the 
aid of the master armorer and in removing it. 

I am, sir, truly, your obedient servant, 

[2.] GEO. W. MOESE. 


Norfolk, April 29,1861. 

Major-General Gvtynn, 

Comdg. Fourth Mil. Fiv. Virginia, Edqrs. ForfolJc, Va. ; 

Sir: I have just taken possession of 63j000 percussion caps at the 
jail in this city, subject to your requisition on Commodore Forrest. 
There are also in the same place 18,200 caps for Colt revolvers as also 
at your disposal by requisition on the commodore. 

Eespectfully, &c., 

A. B. FAIRFAX, 

[2.] Inspector of Ordnaned. 
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BiCHMOND, April 30,1861. 

[Hon. L. P. Walkbe:] 

Alexandria, April 30 .—National Intelligencer, 29tl], contains procla¬ 
mation blockade ports of Virginia and North Oarolitia. Lincoln said 
to a military company on 27tli, “If the alternative is presented -whether 
the Union is to be broken in fragments and the liberties of the people 
lost, or blood be shed, you -will probably make the choice -with -which I 
shall not be dissatisfied.” Deputations of New York merchants visited 
Lincoln. One urged invasion into seceded States, the other urged set¬ 
tlement, and said silver plate was being shipped to Europe in large 
quantities and grass would soon grow in streets. New York Seventy- 
first Eegiment, 1,000 men, arrived in Washington 27th. Fifth Pennsyl¬ 
vania Eegiment, 800 men, 28tli. Eighth Massachusetts Eegiment, 1,300 
men, six pieces artillery, and 600 Pennsylvania and Ohio troops. Sixty- 
ninth New York (Irish regiment) expected from Annapolis 28th. A 
Southerner, from Washington this morning, says there are 16,000 to 
20,000 troops there. 

No Virginia troops now between Alexandria and Long Bridge, which 
is Lee’s policy to avoid provoking an attack. Several secessionists 
have been shot in Washington. Unless encouraged and supported, 
Maryland is powerless. South Carolina regiment still here. Synopsis 
President’s message gives satisfaction to conservatives here. His com¬ 
ing is universal topic wished for by entire community. Bead Camden 
for Campbell, commissioner to Congress. Examiner has severe edi¬ 
torial this morning on selection. Mason voted down Jenkins. Bocock 
and Seddon nominated. Hunter chosen without opposition. The other 
commissioners were submissionists. 

D. G. DUNCAN. 

[ 2 .] _ 


AN ORDINANCE concerHing the distrihution of arms. 

Be it ordained, That Maior-G-eneral Lee be^ and he is hereby, empow¬ 
ered to issue arms to such parties as, in his discretion, the public defense 
requires, and as the condition of the State will in his judgment allow, 
under such terms and restrictions as he may deem proper for the pres¬ 
ervation anil return of the arms when required. ' 

Adopted by the convention of Yirginia April 30,1861. 

JNO. L. EUBANK, 

[2.] Secretary of Convention. 


Tuesday, Aj[>ril 80,1861* 

Present, Judge John J. Allen, president, and Ool. Francis H. Smith 
and Capt. M. F. Maury. 

- The following ordinance of the convention, passed on yesterday, was 
ordered to be entered in the journal of the council: 

Be it ordained, That the Advisory Council of the Governor of this Commonwealth 
be, and the same is hereby, increased to five, and that the Lieutenant-Governor shall 
he ex offido one of the five members. 

Present, E. L. Montague, Lieutenant-Governor. 

In accordance with the provision of the foregoing ordinance the 
Hon. Eobert L. Montague, Lieutenant-Governor, appeared in council 
and requested the entry of his attendance as a member of the same, 
which the council hereby order. 

Absent, Lieutenant-Governor Montague. 


From proceedings of the Advisory Council of the State of Virginia. 
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The G-overnor submitted for advice a communication from C. E. Mason 
containing estimates of the cost of building and keeping in condition 
a railroad from Strasburg to Winchester and suggesting, as what he 
deems a better plan, that troops and baggage may be transported in 
a few hours between those points in omnibuses and wagons, present* 
iug also an estimate of the cost per month of that mode of transpor¬ 
tation: Advised unanimously that this subject be referred to the 
quartermaster-general of the army, as his duty under the ordinance 
of convention comprehends the transportation of troops and supplies. 

The Governor nominated Eobert J. Echols, W. Leigh Burton, and 
Thomas L. Preston for captains of volunteers: Advised unanimously 
tliat appointments be made according to this nomination. 

The Governor further submitted for advice a communication from 
the Hon. John B. Floyd, who states that he has had constructed a 
breech-loading cannon, which, in his opinion, is a great improvement 
on the ordinary field gun 5 that the experiments made with it have been 
satisfactory, and competent officers have pronounced it the most 
superior gun of the sort yet constructed, decidedly superior to the 
Armstrong gun. He proposes, if the Ordnance Department will bear 
the expense, to have one or more constructed for the State: Advised 
unanimously that the colonel of ordnance ascertain what would be the 
probable cost of such experimental guns, the time required to prepare 
them, and whether they could be made in Eichmond without interrupt 
ing the operations of esrablishments now engaged in service for th 
State. 

A report from Charles Bell Gibson, surgeon-general, upon the sug¬ 
gestion made by Mr. Peyton Johnston, and referred to the surgeon- 
general on Sunday last, in reference to the expediency of procuring 
speedily a supply of medicines and surgical instruments from Europe, 
approving that suggestion and advising that an agent be sent to 
Europe without delay for that purpose. The surgeon-general adds that 
he will be prepared in twenty-four hours after the decision of the 
council to specify the instruments and medicines required and to 
recommend an agent: Advised unanimously that the surgeourgeneral 
be requested to make an estimate of what will be requited and its 
probable cost; that he communicate with Baltimore by way of Harper’s 
Ferry and telegraph to l^Tew Orleans, Charleston, and Savannah to 
ascertain how far his demand may be met at either of these places; 
and that he afterward confer with the Surgeon-General’s Office of the 
Confederate States. 

A communication signed Eobert Southgate, senior surgeon, ex officio 
medical director, and dated from hospital department, Norfolk Har¬ 
bor, notifying to Dr. Edward G. Higginbotham his appointment as 
assistant surgeon to the Virginia forces, with the rank of first lieuten¬ 
ant. Advised unanimously that under the ordinance of convention 
surgeons and assistant surgeons are to be appointed by the Governor 
by and with the consent of council. 

JOHN- J. ALLEE. 

FEAHCIS H. SMITH. 

[2.] M. F. MAUET. 


General Headquarters, Adjutant-General’s Ofpioe, 

A;pril 30,1861. 

All the arms of the State in depot at Eichmond, Lexington, or else¬ 
where, together with such as may be received from all sources he^' 
after, are placed at the disposal of Major-General Lee, general-in-cb' 
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and none will be issued except upon bis order direct, or througli tliis 
office, as lie may find most convenient. The adjutant-general will call 
upon General Lee in person and explain to liim what has been the 
course of issues heretofore under the laws of the State. 

By command: 

WM. H. EIOHABDSON, 

[2.1 Adjutant- General. 


]!i[0UF0LK, A^pril 30, 1861. 

General E, E. Lee, 

Gommander4n- Chief: 

Captain Fairfax, inspector of ordnance of the navy, has been desired 
by the general commanding the military district to restore to this yard 
the guns, six in number, now on board a vessel destined for Baltimore 
via Albemarle Sound, and informed that no guns will be sent to Mary¬ 
land without his (the general’s) order. This conflicts with the order 
per telegram of Governor Letcher to me of 28th instant requiring the 
guns to be sent according to the directions of Mr. Parks, acting as 
agent for Adjutant-General Thomas, of Maryland. These directions 
contemplate the sending of forty-nine heavy guns. Your instructions 
are requested to prevent a conflict between the military and naval 
authorities here. 

F. FOREEST, 

[2.] Commandant. 


Lynohbtjrgj-, Va., A;pril 80, ISOl-^-ll p. m. 

Major-General Lee, 

Go^yimander-in-Chief Virginia Forces: 

Sir: Having found an altogether unexpected condition of things on 
my arrival at this post, viz, the presence of Confederate Army officers 
sent here to perform for the troops (expected to arrive from the South) 
the same duty assigned to me by your orders, I determined, oii consid¬ 
erations of economy, to co-operate with those gentlemen, giving them 
the precedence, and assisting them in their arrangements, as far as I 
could, inasmuch as they were spending their own money. At the same 
time, however, I placed myself in an attitude for instructions by inform¬ 
ing you, by tele^aph, of my situation. In my orders the expression 
“Troops that might arrive from time to time and report to you’^ was 
used. That expression may refer to Virginia troops, and that is a 
point upon which I have been awaiting instructions, not being willing 
to use the credit of the State unnecessarily. A letter of instructions 
was promised me in a dispatch from the adjutant-general, but none 
came. I shall, therefore, under the apprehension that troops falling 
especially under my care may arrive at any time, proceed to carry out 
the arrangements which were suspended on account of the considera¬ 
tions above mentioned. It would greatly facilitate me in this work to 
know about what number I had to provide for. I take this course, 
feeling confident that if it does not meet with your approbation I shall 
be able to turn over all stores for which I may become liable to the Con¬ 
federate authorities here. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. A. LANGHORHB, 
Colonel, Virginia Volunteers. 
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Montoomery, AiMl 30,1861. 

S. Bassett French, 

Aide-de^Camj^ to Governor of Virginia, Richmond: 

I am instructed by the Secretary of War to say that tlie twenty old- 
pattern carronades are wanted at Wilmington, unless they have been 
included in the ordnance already sent.* 

S. OOOPEE, 

[1.] Adjutant and Insjpector General. 


Winchester, Tuesday Right, [A;pril 30, 1861.] 
Ool. Gr. W. Mxjnford : 

My Dear Sir: The accompanying papers were designed to be 
inclosed to Eo. Y. Conrad, esq., or Mr. Marshall, his colleague in the 
convention, but as both of them may be absent from your city when 
this reaches it, will you excuse me for placing them under cover to you, 
with a request that if either of the gentlemen I have named shall be in 
Eichmond you will hand them over to one of them; and if not, that 
then you will place them at once in the hands of General Lee. 

Very truly, yours, 

J. H. SHEEEAED. 


[Inclosure.] 

Winchester, Ajgril 30,1861. 
Eo. Y. Conrad, Esq.: ' 

My Dear Sir : So tardy and irregular are our mails, even between 
this and Eichmond, where, so far as we know, there is no cause for 
it arising out of the general disturbed condition of the country, that 
1 have only just now received yours of the 27th. My attention had been 
attracted, as yours has been, to the suspicious assemblage of a large 
and increasing military force at Chambersburg, in Pennsylvania, which 
is undoubtedly the very point of all others at which a hostile force 
designed for operations in the Valley, or for the capture of Harper’s 
Ferry, would most probably be concentrated. The whole force at 
the latter point, rank and file, is about 2,000. I had been under the 
impression until a day or two ago that it was as much as 5,000; but the 
figures I give you are reliable unless the number has been varied within 
the last two days. In general they are an uncommonly fine body of 
volunteers, and the cavalry especially is of the best description; but 
there is said to be a great deficiency in the quality of the arms, in the 
quantity and quality of the artillery, and a deplorably inadequate sup¬ 
ply of ammunition. The presence there of Colonel Jackson, who went 
on yesterday, will, it is to be hoped, supply another deficiency which 
had been sorely felt. At this place we have no military force except a 
fragment of the Continentals (about thirty men). All the other volun¬ 
teer companies of the town and county who have arms are at Harper’s 
Ferry, and the same may be said of the volunteers of the neighboring 
counties, except those of Hampshire and Hardy, who are kept at home 
by the want of ammunition, which they find it impossible to obtain in 
any quarter. I had a letter yesterday from William A. Vance, of Eom- 
ney, who informed me that they had been writing to Eichmond for the 
preceding ten days for arms and ammunition, and had not even received 
an answer to their letters, and mentioned further that a good deal of 


TMs in reply to Frencli to Walker, April 29, Yol. I, p. 488. 
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tmeasiness was felt for fear of a rising of their negroes, ot which he 
thought there were indications. So in Hardy they have several volun¬ 
teer companies, but no ammunition—literally none. Young Alexander 
has been here for two or three days past to procure a supply, but as 
none was to be had here he went to Harper’s Ferry, in the hopes of 
obtaining it there; but it was like going to the goat’s house for wool, and 
he has now written to Eichmond. If there is a supply of powder in the 
State, it should certainly be promptly distributed where it is so much 
needed. To meet the hosts who are arming against us, we should at 
least be provided with articles so indispensably necessary as powder 
and baU. We have not a piece of artillery nearer Winchester than 
Harper’s Ferry, and our own home guards are without arms of any kind, 
except one in ten of us who may have a revolver, a musket, or a rifle, 
and fifty well-armed men could capture the town as easily as old John 
Brown captured Harper’s Ferry, Angus W. McDonald, who has been 
at Harper’s Ferry since the day before the burning of the arsenal, has 
made himself exceedingly useful there by employing himself very dili¬ 
gently in a close examination and personal inspection of all the j)asses, 
highways, and byways leading to our border from the enemy’s country, 
and especially from the direction of Ohambersburg and Carlisle. In 
addition to this he has men in his employment who are bringing him 
daily intelligence of what is passing at Ohambersburg and along that 
part of the Pennsylvania border, so that if his agents are reliable we 
cannot be reached without notice. 

Parker, Williams, and Barton, according to your suggestion, have just 
left my house, where we have been in conference for the last two hours, 
and we have prepared a letter to General Lee, which I will inclose with 
this. You mentioned that you wall probably be at home to-morrow. I 
do not know whether I am to infer from that you expect the convention 
to adjourn immediately. If so, neither you nor Marshall will be in 
Eichmond when this arrives there, and it has occurred to me, therefore, 
as a best means of securing our object in that instance, to inclose this 
with the letter to General Lee, under care to Colonel Munford, with a 
request that in the absence of yourself and Marshall he will place the 
letter to General Lee in his hands at once. I write very hurriedly, as 
the postmaster is keeping his office open for me past his hours to mail 
my letter. 

Yours, very truly, 

J. H. SHEEEAED. 


[Sub-inclosure.] 

WlNOHESTBE, April 30, 1861. 

Major-General Lee: 

Dear Sib : As citizens of the town of Winchester we deem it our 
duty to call your attention to the defenseless condition of the place and 
of aU the region of country which lies between this and the Pennsyl¬ 
vania border, the quarter from which an attack on this part of Virginia 
is to be apprehended. Our distance firom the Pennsylvania line is not 
over forty miles, and at Ohambersburg, within a day’s travel, we are 
informed a large force of Northern troops is concentrating, already 
numbering, as reported, 5,000, and with daily accessions. If the enemy 
is designed for offensive operations, their destination is doubtless the 
Valley of Virginia, which may be reached at Harper’s Perry, Shepherds- 
town, or Martinsburg, where there are bridges, ferries, and turnpike 
roads, to say nothing of intermediate points and points higher up the 
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Potomac, wliere tlie transit across Maryland is only a few miles^ atone 
place (Hancock) only one mile and a lialf. To repel this invasion, should 
it come, we have at Harper’s Ferry, all told, not over 2,500 troops, made 
up promiscuously of raw and uninstructed volunteers, who have entered 
the service at a moment’s warning, without arms or uniforms, and some 
pretty well armed and drilled companies. To form this force at the 
Ferry, all the organized companies of this part of the Yalley have been 
required, so that this town and other towns above mentioned, and the 
whole lino of frontier from Harper’s Ferry to the head of the Potomac, 
is utterly defenseless. To repel an enemy at this pointwe have in and 
about the town no artillery, not fifty muskets, and literally no arms of 
any kind. We have remaining in the town a company of aged and 
middle-aged men, organized into what is called the home guard, ready 
to fight to the death in defense of their homes, but with nothing to fight 
with. In the neighboring country, which is populous, there is a large 
force of the ordinary militia, but wholly undisciplined, unorganized, 
and unarmed, and they have no officers who have any training or effi¬ 
ciency for active service. We submit these facts to your consideration 
and commend them to your earnest and anxious attention. If devasta¬ 
tion and plunder are to form a part of the system of this war, this is 
certainly an inviting field for it. This was selected as the theater of 
John Brown’s raid, and if the destruction of slavery and the liberation 
of slaves is an object with our enemy, as it is proclaimed to be a chief 
object, these Northern troops will be apt to follow the footsteps of their 
great file leader. We make free to suggest that good drill officers be 
sent in sufficient numbers to this section of country, around whom vol¬ 
unteer companies can be rallied, and above all, that arms and ammu¬ 
nition be promptly furnished to men who are willing to fight but in 
their condition are perfectly impotent. In the article of ammunition 
we are even more deficient than in arms. 

Yery respectfully, 

RIOHAED PAEKEE. 

J. H. SHEEEAED. 

P. WILLIAMS. 

[2.] B. W. BAETOIir. 


Eiohmonb, May i, 1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

Alexandria much excited by rumors of contemplated occupation by 
Federal forces. Warned by Washingtonians that it is certainly 
intended. Our scouts fired upon last night on our side of Aqueduct. 

B. G. BUljrCAN. 

[ 2 .] 


EiOHMOND, May 1, 1861. 

(Eeceived 10.35 p. m.) 

L. P. ■Walkek: 

Senator James M. Mason arrived from Maryland Legislature. Speaks 
encouragingly. Maryland probably secession. Long Bridge across 
Potomac guarded, northern side by eight pieces of artillery and large 
force infantry. Baltimore and Norfolk boat stopped running. 

D. G. DUNCAN. 

[2.J 
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Wednesday, May 1,1861.* 

Present, John J. Allen, president; Francis H. Smith, M. F. Maury, 
and Robert L. Montague. . 

The Governor submitted for advice tbe following subjects: 

An order from William H, 0. Whiting, inspector-general of Rorth 
Carolina, to Oapt. J. 0. McRae, ordnance inspector at Wilmington, to 
proceed to Richmond and consult Governor Letcher relative to twenty 
32-pounder carronade guns with deck carriages, to be had at Norfolk, for 
the transfer of which he states that authority has been obtained from 
the Secretary of War of the Confederate States. The order directs 
Captain McRae, after obtaining authority from Governor Letcher, to 
proceed to Norfolk and have the gnns and carriages, if possible, 
shipped—twelve to New Berne and eight to Wilmington: Advised 
unanimously that the guns be supplied, it they can be spared. 

Absent, R. L. Montague. 

Certain nominations now under consideration by the convention: 

Advised unanimously that the Governor request the convention to 
permit the withdrawal of the nominations of Maj. Gen. Walter Gwynn 
and Maj. Gen. Joseph B. Johnston. And they further advise that 
inasmuch as it is understood to be the purpose of the convention from 
motives of public policy to appoint but one major-general, the Governor 
appoint Walter Gwynn a brigadier-general of volunteers and Joseph 
E. Johnston a brigadier-general of the Provisional Army. 

A communication from Capt. R. L. Page, naval aide-de-camp, stating 
that the midshipmen of the Annapolis school from Virginia have 
resigned and tendered their services to their native State, suggesting 
the establishment of a temporary schoolship for them at Norfolk for 
drill, &c., until their services may be wanted for special duties: Advised 
unanimously that the services of these gentlemen be accepted, and that 
they be detailed on duty with the batteries now in the course of erection 
on our rivers, or wherever else their services may be most needed.t 

Areportfrom Captain Barron relative to steamer J amesto wu: Advised 
unanimously that the steamer Jamestown, detained here, be released and 
turned over to her owners, it being now ascertained that she is unfit for 
the service of the State. 

A communication from Edward C. Marshall, president of the Manas¬ 
sas Gap Railroad Comx)any, calling attention to the situation of a 
quantity of iron rails imported by that company now lying in bond at 
the wharf in Alexandria, stating that the custom-house at that place 
is still in the hands of the United States Government, and that the 
officers will give information of any attempt of the company to remove 
the rails without paying duty, which the company is unwilling to pay, 
and to pay in gold. That the United States Government could readily 
take away these rails on board a man-of-war in one night, and the least 
justification might tempt them to do so, as they might bo useful for the 
operations in and around Washington, while it would take a consider¬ 
able time for the company to remove them. He suggests that orders 
of the Governor for the removal of the rails on State account would 
relieve the security for the duty from responsibility, and also the col¬ 
lector, and quiet the apprehensions of the people of Alexandria: 
Advised unanimously that the Governor give directions to abstain 
from interftering for the present in any way with the custom-house at 
Alexandria. 


* From proceedings of the Advisory Council of the State of Virginia. 
tFor portion here omitted, see Vol. II, p. 793. 
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A communicatioa from tlie surgeon-general, inclosing an estimate of 
tlie medicines and surgical instruments which will be required for the 
Army of Virginia, amounting to $33,525.20, the estimate being only 
one-half of the standard of supplies for the TJ. S. Army. He states 
that he has telegraphed to Kew Orleans, Memphis, and Louisville, and 
has as yet received no reply, but beheves that nothing can be expected 
from those cities; that he understands from Surgeon-General Gibbes, of 
South Carolina, who has just left Eichmond, that nothing can be had 
from Charleston or Savannah. Baltimore he has not communicated 
with, because he has just received from that city as full a supply of 
surgical instruments as could be furnished, though the supply received 
was a mere trifle. Some of the medicines, he hopes, may be obtained 
in Baltimore, but deems it improbable that they could be had in the 
quantities required. He says that no agent has yet been sent to that 
city, as he supposes it must be necessary to send to England or France 
for them, and if so, that economy would be promoted by ordering them 
there in full quantities: Advised unanimously that these instruments 
and medicines are essential and must be procured, the surgeon-general 
receiving instructions to keep himself within the estimates. 

# ^ * *• ^ 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 
FEANCIS H. SMITH. 
M. F. MATJEY. 

[2.] EO. L. MONTAGUE. 


Norfolk, May 1,1861, 

Col. E. S. Garnett, 

Adjutant- General: 

Sir: I have just been informed at headquarters that a requisition 
had been made for arms for the use of the Virginia forces stationed 
here. Having failed in my application at Eichmond for arms for the 
light infantry company under my command, which was this day mus¬ 
tered into service, I take the liberty of stating some reasons why we 
should be supplied, and if in so doing I transcend the rules of military 
etiquette I hope I may be pardoned. A strict blockade has been estab¬ 
lished by the Federal authorities with a sufficient power to enforce it, 
and all communication, even with other ports in Virginia, has been cut 
off. Vessels have been for the past few days constantly employed in 
making soundings from Cape Henry Light-House to the barricades in 
the channel of the Elizabeth Eiver, a few miles below this city. There 
can be no doubt that preparations are being made by the Federal troops 
to attempt to repossess the magazine at Fort Norfolk, the navy-yard 
at Gosport, and other public property, and unless we are speedily placed 
in possession of arms, or re-enforcements sent, we shall be powerless to 
resist a large landed force, and to render us more defenseless it were an 
easy matter for the enemy to proceed up Nansemond Eiver and destroy 
the Seaboard and Norfolk and Petersburg Eailroads, at or near Suffolk, 
and thus cut off all means of transportation of troops from Eichmond 
and North Carolina. In addition to all this, my men—who are willing 
to ffght, and if needs be to die, for the honor of the State, and I may 
add with truth, the unarmed members of other volunteer companies— 
are becoming disheartened, in fact, demoralized for want of arms. 
They know our exposed condition, and that we have not the power to 
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resist a large attacking force by land. Federal troops can be landed on 
the Kansemond Eiver and marched to the rear of the navy-yard. Others 
can be landed at Sewell’s Point, Ocean View, or some other point on 
the coast, whilst a demonstration can be made by water. Should such 
be their design, which to my mind seems most feasible, and the attacks 
are simultaneous, our small and half-armed forces would necessarily be 
divided and weakened. I do not, however, presume to advise, but 
have deemed it my [duty! to make the statements, and to beg that efS- 
cient arms may be placed in our hands with which to defend ourselves 
and uphold the honor of the State. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM JT. MoKENNBY, 

[2,] Senator from Norfolk City, 


Commandant’s Oppioe, I^avy-Yabb and Station, 

Gosportj Th., May 1,1861. 

Major-General Gwynn, 

Gommanding Forces^ Norfolk^ Ya.: 

SiB: Believing it to be the design of the late United States to make 
a descent on this station in order to correct their recent error, I feel 
called upon to suggest to you, in view of the immense value of the pub¬ 
lic buildings, guns, and other stores exi)osed, that a competent military 
force be placed near to resist all ehbrts on their part. I have, in fact, 
indirectly learned that the full powers of the late Government will be 
directed to this point, probably via Pig Point, on the Nansemond. 
Could you, general, place such a force in this neighborhood as in your 
judgment could properly repel them f Last night we could muster only 
seventy-three men under arms in the yard, and scarcely forty men from 
the town appeared, and only two with suitable arms. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. POEEBST, 

[3.j Commandant. 


Hbqes. Maj. Gen. CoMna, Fobces hfoREOLK Habbor, 

Norfolk^ Va.j May Ij 1861. 

Flag-OjBhcer French Forrest, 

Gommanding Navy-Yard^ Gosport: 

Commodore : Your communication of this date shall receive due and 
immediate attention. It is in contemplation to erect a battery at Pig 
Point and to establish a line of vedettes there. A sufficient force, and 
if necessary the whole force under my command, will l)e in readiness to 
repel an attack on the yard. The necessary order for this object will 
be issued in due time. 

With much respect, your obedient servant, 

WALTBE GWYNK, 

[2.] Major-General, Gommanding Forces Norfolk Marhor, 


General Eobert E. Lee: 


Winchester, Va.., May i, 1861. 


^ Sir ; Though personally unknown to you, I take the liberty of address¬ 
ing you this letter. There is now, it is said, under arms at Chambers- 
burg, Pa., a large military force, designed, it is thought, to act upon 
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the nearest important points in Virginia. Martinsburg, the seat of 
justice for the county of Berkeley, Ya., is such a point. The Baltimore 
and Ohio Eailroad passes through or immediately by it, and has there 
one of its most important stations for the repair, &c., of its engines, 
&c. The military occupation of that place would in a material degree 
give a hostile force the control of that great work. There is a railroad 
fcom Chambersburg to Hagerstown, and the latter place is distant from 
Martinsburg only about fourteen or fifteen miles, and the entire dis¬ 
tance from Chambersburg to Martinsburg, even if from the former 
place to Hagerstown there was not a, railroad, does not much, if any, 
exceed a day’s march. In consideration of the motive which prompts 
it, I trust you will pardon the liberty I take in addressing this commu¬ 
nication to you. 

With highest respect, I remain, your obedient servant, &c., 

[2.] EIOHAED E. BYED. 


Eichmond, 2l€(y S, 1861, 

L. P. Walker: 

Virginia convention adjourned till 12th of June, Maryland Legisla¬ 
ture adopted without division majority report committee on federal 
relations to effect Legislature has no power to i)ass secession ordinance. 
Governor of Eew York asks Seward will there not be requisition for 
more troops from this State. Seward answers 40,000 more volunteers 
for three years or during the war. 

Washington^ May 1 ,—ISTew York Seventh Eegiment refuses to take 
Lincoln’s oath; refuse to fight against Virginia and Maryland. Procla¬ 
mation of martial law promulgated by Lincoln to-day divides Maryland 
into four military districts. Fifth Military District embraces District 
of Columbia and includes Alexandria. Under this order inoffensive 
citizens were driven from their families and expelled at the point of 
the bayonet. Eespectable families grossly insulted by volunteers. A 
gentleman just arrived saw General Scott, who said he would not invade 
seceded States, but would retake Harper’s Ferry and forts at any cost. 
Lincoln exercised about provisioning large force now in Washington, 
Estimated 20,000 to 25,000, 

D. G, DUKCAN. 

[ 2 .] - 

Private.] Norfolk, [May] 1861. 

General E. E. Lee : 

This harbor is completely blockaded. The boat from Baltimore was 
stopped yesterday at the Point. The passengers were sent ashore and 
the boat sent back to Baltimore. The passengers, save one who was 
detained, were i^ermitted to come up to this city in the afternoon by 
the Coffee from Hampton. The captain of the steamer Coffee was 
notified that if he attempted another trip to Hampton his vessel would 
be detained. Thus all water communication is cut off*. The following 
notice was sent up on yesterday to this city: 

U. S. Flag-ship Cumbbulanu, 

Off Fortress Monroe, Ya,, A^riJ SO, 1861. 

To all whom it may concern: 

I hereby call attention to the proclamation of His Excellency Abraham Lincoln, 
President of the United States, nnder date of April 27, 1861, for an efficient blockade 
of the ports of Virginia and North Carolina, and warn all persons interested that I 
have a sufficient naval force here for the purpose of carrying out that proclamation. 
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All vessels passing the capes of Virginia coming from a distance and ignorant of the 
proclamation will he warned off, and those passing Fortress Monroe will he requested 
to anchor under the guns of the fort and subject themselves to an examination. 

^ G. J. PENDERGRAST, 

Flag-Officer, Commanding Some Squadron. 

The troops from Suffolk, some 300, have been brought down to this 
place. That town is defenseless now. The l^ansemond River approaches 
undefended. The enemy in a night might throw a party into this town 
and destroy the Seaboard Railroad and the l^orfolk and Petersburg 
Railway. There is considerable state of alarm here. The troops are 
not free from this, not on account of their own persons, but they feel 
the want of organization. They lack confidence. Skillful oflBcers are 
greatly needed here. General Gwynn is greatly harassed with busi¬ 
ness which should be attended to by others who understand the duties 
of their position, Doctor Archer, of Richmond, Doctor Simpkins, and 
Captain Sinclair go up on the train to-day; they will give you informa¬ 
tion not proper for me to telegraph. Sufeilk, tlie mouth of the Nanse- 
mond River, and Pagan Creek, leading to the town of Smithfield, need 
attention to protect the town of Smithfield. A small battery upon 
Pagan Creek would effectually secure this place. This is below Bur- 
welPs Bay, and is thought by gentlemen of intelligence, fully acquainted 
with James River, to be a more suitable place for a battery than Bur- 
welPs Bay. Ten thousand men are absolutely necessary for the efficient 
defense of the public property in and about this place. 

S. BASSETT PREiTOH. 

[ 2 .] 


Richmond, May 3,18G1. 

L. P. Walker: 

Alexandria^ M .—Great excitement here. Troops expected from 
Washington to give effect to proclamation law. Alexandria unprepared 
to oppose attack. Opinion grows stronger that Lincoln will strike Vir¬ 
ginia when twenty days^ notice expires, Sunday next. Pressure from 
hTorth very strong for bold operations. Captain Armstrong found guilty 
by court-martial for surrender Pensacola navy-yard; suspended five 
years, half without pay. Merchants here moving goods, furniture, and 
families to country from approaching attack. 

Norfollcj 2d .—Federal ships sounding Nansemond River. Suppose 
contemplate cutting off Petersburg and Richmond from connection with 
Horfolk. Blockade effectual. All steamers turned back with orders 
not to come again. Pendergrast issued notice from flag-ship Cumber¬ 
land off Fort Monroe. Depot Richmoud crowded by thousands daily 
expecting President Davis. 

D. G. DUNCA^T. 

[ 2 .] • - 


Eiohmond, May d, 1861. 
(Received 8.20 p. m. 6tb.) 

L, P. Walkbe: 

Faulkner bad interview with Prencli foreign minister, Thouvenel, who 
said the practice was now clearly understood to recognize governments 
once clearly established beyond dispute, and when the new American 
Government arrived at the point he presumed it would be recognized. 
Thouvenel then demanded information on subject of new tariff, which 
he said so deeply affected French commerce. Faulkner answered, the 
tariff would be modified by extra session of Congress. 
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l^^orfollcj 4tli ,—Bay Line permitted to resume trips for mails and pas¬ 
sengers. British ship Hiawatha, from Liverpool, with salt forEich- 
moud, boarded at Old Point by XJ. S. ship Cumberland. Captain was 
told by Commander Pendergrast that Virginians would seize and 
appropriate his vessel. Captain, notwithstanding, came on and arrived, 
but was shot at twice by Pendergrast. He intends complaining to his 
Government. 

Washington^ 3d. —Capt. Montgomery C. Meigs arrived from Port Pick¬ 
ens. Eeports 1,000 men in fort, and provisions so as to make its reduc¬ 
tion utterly impossible for six months. Maryland Legislature appointed 
a commissioner to Eichmond and commissioners to Washington, of 
whom one is Eobert McLane. Scarcity of gold in Washington Treas¬ 
ury ; cannot pay employes. Million of gold coining from Hew York in 
a war steamer. Attorney-General Bates^ opinion is that retrocession 
of Alexandria to Virginia is unconstitutional, and this including [is in¬ 
cluded] in proclamation declaring Fifth Mihtary District. Commodore 
Paulding notified Chase he would bearrestedas secessionist. Order 

rescinded. Eestriction Fairfax, Va., farmers visiting Washington mar¬ 
ket. State Department, Washington, answers to diplomatic corps in¬ 
quiries respecting blockade. First, vessels in blockaded ports would be 
allowed reasonable time to depart; second, vessels bringing emigrants 
would not be allowed to enter, but recommended to enter an open port. 
Washington Government received intelligence by Adriatic Minister 
Faulkner had presented commissioners of the Southern Confederacy. 
Dallas refused reception until instructions from Washington. Faulk¬ 
ner presented them in violation of his instructions. Eeported English 
and French ministers at Washington had protested to Montgomery 
Government against issuing letters of marque. Impression in diplo¬ 
matic circles is that Montgomery Government would not take this 
responsibility against such protest. Eeported Government has pur¬ 
chased twenty-nine additional vessels* and will, within twenty days, 
blockade every Southern port. Eeported from Washington Judge 
Campbell’s resignation. General Harney reported courteous treatment 
from Virginia authorities, and said he will command troops at Wash¬ 
ington. 

[2.] ^ D. G. DUNCAH. 


Eichmond, May 5,1861. 

(Eeceived 10 p. m.) 

L. P. Walker : 

I am convinced, with other intelligent persons capable of judging, it 
there is not deception in councils of Virginia, there is a want of har¬ 
mony with your Government. Chaos and confusion reign here and 
squabbles about rank. Some of the troops, dissatisfied, threaten to go 
home. On the part of some there is a want of confidence in Governor 
Letcher and General Lee. It is intimated by good authority Scott will 
attempt to retake Harper’s Ferry, Alexandria, NTorfolk, before vote 
secession ordinance this State [sie]. Pressure from Horth on Washing¬ 
ton increasing. Hew York papers advocate strenuously such aggres¬ 
sions, General Beauregard notified by competent judge of immediate 
necessity of the presence of an unquestioned head here, say a brigadier- 
general, Confederate Army, else few days more will demoralize and 
confound the whole movement. Maryland is crushed and lost to us, 
although her people are undoubtedly with us, simply because they can¬ 
not resist Federal power^ Encouragement and assistance would have 
5 R R—VOL LI, PT II 
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saved her. I learn General Lee is troubled about rank, while Bonham 
and Beauregard are willing to serve under him. President Davis’ 
presence is ardently desired by troops and whole people. Scott has 
ordered Wool back to Troy in brief, sharp, snubbing letter, requesting 
him not to interfere with the orders of General-in-Chief. Senator 
Hunter leaves for Montgomery to-morrow, and, I believe, holds the 
same views respecting affairs here indicated in this dispatch. Dispatch 
just received (9.30 p. m.) from Alexandria says it is expected that city 
will be occupied by Federal troops to-morrow via Long Bridge. 

D. G. DUNGAK. 

P-J 


Haepee’s Fbeey, May 5, 1861. 

[Hon. L. P. Waekee:] 

Sir: I have the honor to report that 480 Kentuckians, under my 
command, have reached here. There are only six companies with me, 
but I expect three more about the 8th, probably of 100 men each, and 
the remaining company should be here by the last of the week. Some 
four other companies are organizing in Kentucky and desire to be 
attached to my command, and I have directed them to come on as soon 
as they are ready, and I would see that a proper disposition was made 
of them. They desire to be under my command, and I wish very much 
that you would accord that privilege if not in violation of your regula¬ 
tions. Having failed to get any response from G. W. Smith, whom I 
desired to take command, and my men being unwilling to serve under 
any other person than him or myself^ you can give me the commission 
as colonel. The gentleman selected for major has not yet arrived, but 
I will make arrangements here to get good Virginia officers to act 
temporarily as major and lieutenant-colonel, and if Colonel Smith should 
within any short period signify his willingness to come to us I will 
resign and take the position of lieutenant colonel. There being no 
muster-rolls or directions in regard to mustering in my men, I will delay 
sending you the names of officers and their muster-rolls, and that will 
allow the stragglers left at various points time to reach here. My com¬ 
mand would number about 510 if all were with me who started. Though 
I have, perhaps, moved off from Kentucky without express orders from 
your Department, I presume that you acquiesced in the movement, or 
you would have telegraphed to me not to come here when apprised of 
my intentions. The moral effect of our presence has been magnificent, 
and our trip through East Tennessee and Virginia was marked with the 
utmost enthusiasm. Every railroad station had an assemblage, and 
we were greeted with kindness and shouts of welcome. That my men 
will do good service it is scarcely necessary for me to assert. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

[2.] BLAKTOK DUKCAK. 


Seeing- Bank, Va., neae Alexandria, May 5, 1861.^ 
General E. E. Lee, 

Commander of the Military Forces of Virginia^ Richmond^ Va.: 

Dear Sir : I had the honor of your acquaintance in your youth, and 
I am sure you will recognize me in my old age. I beg, therefore, most 
respectfully, to ask your attention, as the commander-in-chief of the 
military forces of Virginia, to the condition of things on this exposed 


For reply, see Washington to Mason, Vol. II, p. 815. 
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frontier. We cannot disguise from ourselves that the country is in a 
state of war. Kot only are our ports blockaded and our navigable 
waters held by armed vessels, but the forts on our limits are filled with 
troops, while armed thousands are encamped on our border, and these 
thousands are not regular and disciplined soldiers, but fanatics and 
lawless ruffians ready for every outrage and violence. My residence, 
as you will possibly recollect, being so near the place of your nativity, 
is within that crescent formed by the Potomac in its course from Fort 
Washington to the late Federal city. The chord of this arc for half its 
distance is constituted by the most direct highway leading through 
Alexandria to Fredericksburg, and which passes by my door, and which 
chord is nowhere more than a mile from the navigable waters of the 
Potomac. Within this territory below Alexandria we have but a very 
sparse white population, and more than half of that being now Yankee 
settlers. Since the secession of Yirginia all or nearly all of their young 
men have fled to Lincoln’s camp, unwilling to take up arms in defense 
of the State. Of our native population we have not half a dozen men 
subject to militia duty; the rest are old men, Avomen, and children, with 
many slaves to watch over and our houses to guard. We have not men 
enough of any age sufticient to form even a patrol to look out for and 
warn us of impending danger or stop our slaves should they abscond. 
Surrounded on three sides by the Potomac and its tributaries, we are 
completely open to the incursions of marauding parties at all times, 
and thi^ likewise affords the greatest facility to the escape of our slaves. 
We are directly in the track of invasion, should it be attempted. 
Though there have been stationed at Alexandria for weeks past some 
hundreds of troops, their guards have never been extended in this direc¬ 
tion beyond the limits of the town farther than the northern end of 
Hunting Creek bridge, and there has never been at any time, as far as 
I can learn, even a patrol of horse and foot anywhere, either along the 
roads or shores below Alexandria. With the Kansas ruffians and mur¬ 
derers brought to Washington and the hordes of Northern outcasts 
constituting the armed assemblage there and in its vicinity, the whole 
navigation of the river and its tributaries under their control, we must 
naturally look for incursions and depredations on this defenseless 
region. The violence, outrage, and murder perpetrated lately in Wash¬ 
ington under the very eyes of the Government on men even suspected 
of Southern sentiments is a warning of what we may constantly antici¬ 
pate here. I therefore most respectfully but earnestly call your atten¬ 
tion to our situation. It is not for me to presume to even intimate a 
suggestion as to military movements, but I am sure you will cheerfully 
recognize our claim to protection. 

With great respect and esteem, yours, 

G. MASOK. 

P. S.—As I have seen from yesterday’s papers that my intimate 
friend and old neighbor, John A. Washington, esq., late of Mount 
Yernon, is a member of your staffi, I have to-day written to him in 
detail on this subject, and beg to refer you to him for particulars. 

[ 2 .] 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Yirg-inia Forces, 

Ko. 10. ) Bichmondj Ya., May 5, 1861. 

Troops called out under the proclamation of the Governor of the 
State of the 3d instant* will be accepted and mustered into the service 
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only by companies, and for the period of one year, unless sooner dis¬ 
charged. Companies offering themselves for service should address 
their applications, which should state their strength and the number, 
description, and caliber of their arms, to the mustering officer Virginia 
volunteers, at the place of rendezvous appointed for their county in the 
schedule appended to the Governor’s proclamation. The instructions 
given to this officer will enable him to reply definitely to all such 
applications. 

By order of Major-General Lee: 

E. S. GAEKETT, 

[2.] Adj%btanP General, 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Virg-inia Forces, 

]sro. 11. ) Richmond^ Fu., May 5, 1861. 

Officers assigned to the duty of inspecting and mustering into the 
service of the State the volunteers called out under the proclamation 
of the Governor of the 3d instant* are instructed to apply without 
delay to the inspector-general of the State forces in this city for the 
necessary blank muster-rolls, if they have not already been supplied. 
In accepting companies for the service, they will be governed, as to 
organization, &c., by the laws and ordinances of the State, and will 
give preference to those companies which present themselves already 
armed. They will see that the muster-rolls are made out as required 
by the printed notes, and when mustered in will cause the company 
commander to prepare a return of his company, showing its strength 
and organization, the number, description, caliber, and condition of 
their arms, equipments, and ammunition. He will certify to the num¬ 
ber and description of the arms and ammunition which may be neces¬ 
sary, in his judgment, to equip the company if there be any deficiency 
in either, and forward the return without delay to the adjutant-general 
of the Virginia forces in Eichmond. In view of the supply of arms at 
present on hand and the necessity of economy, mustering officers ^vill 
recommend all volunteers under the x)roclamation to come to their ren¬ 
dezvous provided with such arms as they may already have, with one 
extra pair of good walking shoes, one blanket, and such other light 
conveniences as they can easily carry themselves on the march. 

By order of Major-General Lee: 

E. 8 . GAENETT, 

[2.] Adjutant- General, 


L. P. Walker: 


Eichmond, May 6,1861, 


Caddo Eifles, Louisiana Guards, Emmet Guards, and Montgomery 
Guards, 500 men, all from New Orleans, just arrived. 

D. G. DUNCAN. 


[ 2 .] 


Richmond, May 6,1861. 

L. P-Walkbe: 

Federal steamer reconnoitering at West Point, York River, forty 
miles from Richmond. Yesterday slie came up to the wharf. General 


See Vol. II, p. 797. 
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Lee lias just sent forty-five men and two 9-incli guns. Ordered 1,000 
men and four additional guns, Nothing to prevent Eichmond being 
reached by water. 

[2-] D. G. DUNCAN. 


Eichmond, May 6,1861, 

(Eeceived 1.30 p. m.) 

L. P. Walker : 

Letcher at Norfolk. Expected back to-day. In his absence dispatch 
received at Executive office from reliable source stating Scott had 
issued on Saturday orders for taking Arlington Heights, but afterwards 
postponed. James Eiver entirely unprotected. Federal vessels chase 
and fire on our steamers to within twelve miles of Gloucester Point, so 
Governor’s private secretary informs me. Hunter left this morning 
for Montgomery, Brockenbrough yesterday. Eives reported to have 
said he accepted, hoping for reconstruction. Will .not now go to Mont¬ 
gomery, 

[2.] D. G. DUNCAN. 


Monday, 3fay 6,1861.* 

Present, John J. Allen, president; M. F. Maury, and E. L. Montague. 

In the absence of the Governor from the city a communication from' 
Lewis E. Hai'vie, president of the Eichmond and Danville Eailroad 
Company, addressed to the Governor and council, was taken up and 
considered. Mr. Harvie states that on Friday morning he sent a dis¬ 
patch from Amelia Court-House to Mr. Talcott, superintendent of the 
road, directing him to go to General Lee and offer him any or all of 
the rolling-stock and motive power of the company to remove the 
ordnance from the navy-yard at Norfolk to the interior, considering it 
in imminent danger; that he neither mentioned nor thought of com¬ 
pensation, but understanding that the offer was not accepted, probably 
from the belief that the transportation would be charged for, he now 
renews the offer to the State, with the assurance that in what he con¬ 
siders so important a measure he will make no charge for the service if 
his offer is accepted. Whereupon the council advise that the offer of 
Mr. Harvie be accepted, and that orders be immediately given to 
remove so much of the ordnance from the navy-yard at Norfolk as may 
not be necessary to be retained for the defense of the navy-yard and 
Norfolk and Portsmouth to safe points in the interior. 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 

M. F. MAUEY. 

[2.] EG. L. MONTAGUE. 


Eichmond, Ya., 3Iay 7, 1861, 

Hon. Jefferson Davis : 

General Johnston sick. I cannot be spared. Senator Hunter, on 
the way to Montgomery, is fully informed of plans and water defenses 
at Norfolk. Sufficient land defenses in progress. Troops sufficient, 
uuinstructed; officers new. My commission in Virginia satisfactory 
tome. 

[2.] E. E. LEE. 


From proceedings of tlxe Advisory Council of the State of Yirgiuia. 
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Headquarters Vieuinia Foeoes, 

Richmond^ Va.^ May 7, 1861. 

Maj. John M. Patton, 

Virginia Volunteersy Gamp of Instructioyi near Riehmond: 

Major: You have been assigned to the coiniuand of the volunteer 
troops ordered to the battery at Jamestown Island. You will repair 
there without delay and enter upon your duties. Captain Cocke, Vir¬ 
ginia navy, has been charged with the construction and arrangement 
of the battery, and you will co-operate with him in its construction and 
defense. Two companies of volunteers have been mustered into service 
by Major Wilson at Fort Powhatan, and have been ordered to James¬ 
town Island, of whom you will take command. It is understood that 
a third company, organized at that point by Captain Allen and ready 
for duty, has not yet been mustered into service. Should such be the 
case and. their services are offered, you are authorized under the 
proclamation of the Grovernor of the 3d instant to muster them into 
the service of Virginia. Proper muster-rolls, &c., will be furnished 
upon application by Inspector General J. B. Baldwin, Richmond. You 
will as soon as possible report the condition, arms, equipments, &c., of 
the troops under your command. Second Lieut. William B. Morrison, 
Provisional Army, has been ordered to report to you at Jamestown 
Island to aid in instructing the troops, which it is hoped will be done 
as rapidly as possible. 

Very respectfully, 

R. B. LBB, 

Major-Oeneraly Commanding. 

Respectfully forwarded through General Joseph B. Johnston, who will 
relieve this gentleman from duty and give the necessary instructions. 

R. 8. GARNETT, 

[2.] Adjutant- General, 


Richmond, May 7, 1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

Believed on good authority Scott will soon make simultaneous 
attacks on Harper’s Ferry and Norfolk. Various indications of such 
intentions. Letcher’s proclamation ordering Virginia volunteers to 
remain at home till called out is taken at Washington and in the North 
to indicate indisposition to defend State. Harney misrepresented at 
Washington Letcher’s intentions. I am requested by prominent men 
to urge instant action at Montgomery in appointment of a Oonfederate 
general, if President Davis cannot come, which all expect and desire. 
Unreserved confidence in him, but in no one else. Louisiana troops 
leave this evening for Harper’s Ferry. Bonham been asked by Lee if 
ready to move. Reply, yes. There has been bungling in movements 
of force at Alexandria, which was ordered off again and so on. Rail¬ 
road from Relay House to Harper’s Ferry, Baltimore and Ohio Rail¬ 
road, in possession of Government. Maryland committee had inter¬ 
view with the President. Conceded nearly as much as Lincoln could 
have exacted. Fear increasing in Maryland. Louisiana troops received 
with great enthusiasm. Considered the finest looking troops here. 
National Intelligencer of 6th says 1,200 regulars and 20,000 troops there. 

D. G. DUNCAN. 

[2.] 



CHAP. LXni.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.^—CONFEDERATE. 


71 


L. P. Walker : 


Eichmond, May 7, 1861. 

(Eeceived 5 o’clock Sth.) 


1 believe there is treachery here. Intelligent and distinguished men 
believe Virginia on the very brink of being carried back, and say no 
man but President Davis can save her. The people -will rally around 
him; they universally call for his i)resence. There is disappointment 
that he does not assume entire direction of affairs here. Louisiana 
troops reported to Cabell. Cabell sent them to Bonham, Bonham to 
Lee. Lee orders them to Harper’s Ferry. Great dissatisfaction pre¬ 
vails here. South Carolina troops refuse to move unless under orders 
from Montgomery. Military control of Virginia is essential to the 
interests of the Confederate States. I doubt if there are 5,000 Virgin¬ 
ians armed and equipped. Letcher has ordered volunteers to remain 
at home on plea of want of arms, while there are abundance of arms 
in the State in the opinion of persons capable of judging. 

D. G. DLTNCAIT. 


[ 2.1 


Tuesday, May 7, 1861.^ 

Present, John J. Allen, president; Francis H. Smith, M. F. Maury, 
and Eobeft L. Montague. 

Thomas S. Haymond appeared in council, he having been heretofore 
duly appointed a member thereof, and requested that his name and 
attendance should be entered on the journal, which the council accord¬ 
ingly order. 

Present, T. S. Haymond. 

A communication from Isham G. Harris, Governor of Tennessee, was 
submitted by the Governor, in which Governor Harris says it is abso¬ 
lutely necessary for the proper defense of the Mississipi)i Eiver washing 
the shore of Tennessee and of the Cumberlanc^ and Tennessee Eivers 
to have fifty guns of the following sizes: Twenty-five 32-pounders, fif¬ 
teen 24-pounders, ten 8-inch howitzers. He states that he has infor¬ 
mation that this State can furnish these guns, and accordingly sends 
John S. Garnett, of the Confederate Army, formerly of Virginia, to get 
an order for them, or for such as can be spared: Advised unanimously 
that the Governor supply to the Governor of Tennessee the number 
of pieces—fifty 32-pounders with supply of balls, and two gun carriages 
as samples; and that it be recommended to the agent of the State of 
Tennessee to supnly himself with men to remove the same from the 
navy-yard. 

The Governor also submitted a communication from Thomas H. 
Hicks, Governor of Maryland, complaining of depredations said to be 
committed by citizens of Virginia upon the property of citizens of 
Maryland, inclosing a petition of Charles F. Wenner making complaint 
of the seizure on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, within the boundaries 
of Maryland, by troops of Virginia, of a boat and its cargo of grain 
belonging to him, and asking Governor Hicks to intervene for the pro¬ 
tection of his rights. Governor Letcher had answered the letter of 
Governor Hicks, assuring him that proper inquiry should be made into 
the matter of complaint, and suitable steps taken to redress what 
wrong might have been done, a copy of which answer was also submitted: 
Advised unanimously that the grain be paid for at the rates claimed 


* From proceedings of the Advisory CounoU of the State of Virginia. 
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upon satisfactory evidence that the alleged quantity was seized. The 
council further advise that nothing be paid for the detention of the 
boat, they having advised full compensation for the grain without 
deduction for transportation and tolls. 

The Governor laid before the council a communication from Warren 
Winslow, aide-de-camp to the Governor of Korth Carolina, asking for 
the Governor of that State ordnance and machinery for the manufac¬ 
ture of small-arms, offering also, if it is desired to remove any guns 
from the navy-yard to a safe locality, to take care of them at Weldon: 
Advised unanimously that the Governor supply the Governor of Korth 
Carolina with fifty pieces of heavy ordnance—32-pounders, with shot 
and shell to correspond. With regard to the machinery, as ho report 
has been made of what may be at the command of the State, it is 
advised that any action on this point be postponed for the present. It 
is also advised that the kind offer of the Governor of Korth Carolina 
for the safe-keeping of the guns at the navy-yard be availed of if 
necessary. 

A certificate from General Lee that he had received from Messrs. 
Allen and Montague (of the council) $50 needed as an advance by Mr. 
Eose, the agent designed to be sent to Eew York for a cap machine: 
Advised (Messrs. Allen and Montague not acting) that the Governor 
refund to Judge Allen and Lieutenant-Governor Montague the sum of 
$50 advanced by them to meet the expenses of Mr. Eose. 

The Governor nominated Cadet John Taliaferro, late of West Point 
Academy, for second lieutenant in the Provisional Army: Advised 
unanimously that the nomination of Cadet Taliaferro as second lieu¬ 
tenant be confirmed, and that his rank be made to correspond with his 
class rank at West Point. 

The council unanimously advise that the Governor issue an order to 
Major-General Lee to assume the command of all volunteer or other 
forces from-other States who have or may hereafter report to him or 
tender their services to the State of Virginia until orders are received 
from the President of the Confederate States in reference to the same. 

A report was laid before the council from S. Barron, captain in 
charge of the Virginia navy, referring the statement of the officers 
charged with the survey of the steamer liTorthampton to the general- 
in-chief. The price at which the steamer can be purchased is stated by 
Captain Barron to be $50,000: Advised unanimously that the Governor 
be requested to select some competent and disinterested party to pur¬ 
chase the steamer Northampton for the service of the State if she can 
be bought at a reasonable price; otherwise to have her appraised and 
let the appraisers make a report thereon. 

A communication from Col. P. T. Moore (from camp at Fair Grounds) 
to General Lee relative to staff appointments in his regiment was 
brought in before the council: Advised unanimously that the only staff 
officer authorized to be appointed by the colonel of the regiment is an 
adjutant, to be taken out of the line. Under the ordinance of conven¬ 
tion, surgeons and assistant surgeons, quartermasters, commissaries, 
and paymasters are required to be appointed by the Governor. The 
staff appointments of Colonel Moore’s regiment are vacated under this 
ordinance. 

***#*## 

The following advice was given by the council upon occasion of orders 
issued from Fredericksburg by Colonel (then Brigadier-General) Bug¬ 
gies, making various staff appointments. The orders and the advice 
were mislaid at the time, and it cannot now be exactly ascertained 
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when the advice was given. The conncil direct its entry in this place: 
Advised unanimously that the number and grade of staff officers 
attached to the headquarters of a brigadier-general should correspond 
with the rule which governs the ser\i.ce of the late United States. 
According to that rule a brigadier-general may appoint one aide-de- 
camp from his command with the rank of lieutenant. One quartermas¬ 
ter, one commissary of subsistence, and one assistant adjutant-general 
are usually detailed by the general-in-chief, but when such detail is 
not made the brigadier-general may detail for temporary duty in these 
departments officers from liis command, which are generally taken from 
among the experienced lieutenants. 

****** 

JOH¥ J. ALLEK. 

FEAI^OIS H. SMITH. 

M. F. MAUEY. 

EO. L. MOOTAGUE. 

[2.] T. S. HAYMOlUD. 


Tuesday, May 7, 1861* 

* * ***** 

The following advice of coixncil was submitted to the Governor: 
Advised unanimously that the Governor issue an order to Major- 
General Lee to assume the command of all volunteer or other forces 
from the States who have or may hereafter report to him or tender 
their services to the State of Virginia until orders are received from 
the President of the Confederate States in reference to the same. 
Ordered, that the advice of the council be executed by General Lee. 

The Governor nominated for advice of council fourteen officers for 
the quartermaster’s department with the rank of captains of volun¬ 
teers. Filed with papers of this day: Advised unanimously that the 
said appointments be made as nominated. 

JOHljl LETGHEE. 

[ 2 .] _ 


Headquarters Yiroinia Forces, 

Richmond^ Ta., May 8, 1861, 

Brig. Gen. 8. Cooper, 

A djutant a>nd Inspector General^ <7. 8. Army, Montgomery^ Ala.: 
General : In reply to your communication of the 3d instant, I beg 
to inform you that T had, xxrevious to its reception, instructed the 
volunteer officers of the State at Lynchburg to confine themselves to 
providing for the State troops and such others as apply to them for 
their services. 

I am, sir, &c., 

E. E. LEE, 

[2.] Mofjor-Generalj Oommanding^ cfic. 


Eiohmond, May 5, 1861. 
(Eeceived 11.30 o’clock.) 

L. P. Walker: 

All quiet at Alexandria. Twenty-three steamers in the U. S. employ 
now in Eastern Branch of Potomac. Vessels loaded with provisions 


* From, the Executive Joqrnal of the State of Virginia.. 
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and ammunition continually passing Alexandria for Washington. 
Travel between New York and Washington now uninterrupted. This 
was day for Federal troops to pass through Baltimore, Not known 
whether they did go or not. Senator Bayard, escaped from W ilmington 
to Philadelphia from mob, mobbed at Philadelphia. Police protected 
him to place of safety, dumber of Baltimoreans arrived in Eichmond 
to-day to join Confederate Army. Say several companies are prepar¬ 
ing to leave Baltimore in a week. Probably 500 equipped for service. 
[2.] D. G. DUKCAlSr. 


Eichmond, May <9, 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

The convention between Virginia and Confederate States places the 
military operations in Virginia under the control of the Confederate 
States. I am acting now, in the absence of any instructions from 
President Davis, with all the judgment and energy which the emer¬ 
gency demands, and shall continue to do so until the supreme direction 
of military affairs is assumed by the Confederate States. I will write 
to President Davis to-morrow. 

[ 2 .] JOHN LETCHEE. 


Eichmond, May 9,1801. 

(Eeceived 10.50 o’clock.) 

L. P. Walker: 

Major Anderson appointed to drill two regiments Kentucky volun¬ 
teers and to be made colonel. Maryland Legislature will probably 
adjourn Friday to July 10 . Caucus of House determined, almost unan¬ 
imously, not to call convention. Policeman shot soldier whom he was 
bi^ng to arrest for disorderly conduct in Washington last night. Sol- 
iiers threaten to demolish guard-housej investigation pending. House 
tiext to Willard’s Hotel burned last night with stock, $15,000 5 E. 
Qwen & Son, military and naval tailors. Forty thousand troops to be 
concentrated at Washington. I commence to number my dispatches, 
for satisfactory reasons, beginning at twenty-five. The number will 
follow the address at beginning of dispatches. 

[2.] D. G. DUNCAK. 


Eichmond, May 5, 1861. 

(Eeceived io.30 o’clock.) 

L. P. Walker: 

Governor Letcher has anonymous letter from Washington sajdng 
Cabinet had under consideration a plan to capture President Davis 
and Mr. Stephens. Eesignations, Washington, 7th, Colonel Emory, 
Maryland, First Cavalry 5 Major Mordecai, Korth Carolina, Ordnance 
Department^ Maj. E. B. Lee, Virginia, commissary of subsistence. 
Federal Government thoroughly alarmed. Yesterday telegraphed 
Governor of JSTew York for more arms and troops, saying capital in 
imminent peril. Prentice, Louisville, writes his brother in New York, 
expressing opinion Kentucky will secede. Two Virginia regiments 
ordered to-day to Culpeper, headquarters General Cocke. Colonel 
Blanchard’s regiment here has been ordered to Korfolk and starts 
to-morrow morning, 

[2.1 


D. G. DUNOAK 
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EiOHMOND, May 9,1861. 

(Received 3.10 o’clock.) 

L. P. Walkee: 

Thirty vessels, large and small, off Old Point Comfort, detained by 
Commander Pendergrast. One, a large Richmond ship from South 
America, cargo 3,000 bags of coffee, bound up James River; bombshell 
fired at her exploded ahead of her. Several attempts made yesterday 
to set the city on fire; one next door to Bank of Richmond. This city 
full of spies. All communications with Washington should be instantly 
stopped. Special messengers leave here daily with information for 
enemy. The mails should be stopped. 

D. G. DUNCAK. 

[ 2 .] 


Thuesdat, May 9,1861.* 

Present, John J. Allen, president; Francis H. Smith, M. P. Maury, 
and Thomas S. Haymond. 

#**##*# 

The council unanimously adopt the following advice, which they 
respectfully submit for the consideration of the Governor: 

Measures ought to be taken to protect the Tide-Water Country of the 
State from boat and.other marauding expeditions. The council there¬ 
fore advise that prompt steps be taken to encourage the formation of 
home guards in all the counties bordering on the Chesapeake Bay and 
its navigable tributaries, and that for this purpose proper persons be 
immediately selected to promote the voluntary banding together of the 
citizens for their own common defense by offering under proper regula¬ 
tions arms to those who have none; by establishing convenient places 
of rendezvous; selecting, along the banks of the rivers, bays, and 
creeks, suitable points for rifle-pits; erecting signal stations along the 
rivers, and establishing a system for giving warning of the enemy’s 
approach, as well by signals from station to station as by runners and 
couriers into the back country. 

# 

The council unanimously advise that the Governor write for Mr. 
Gibboney, or some other reliable person in Wythe County, to ascertain 
wliat amount of lead can be procured from the mines in that region and 
on what terms it can be had. 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 

FEANCIS H. SMITH 

M. F. MAUEY. 

[2.] T. S. HAYMOND. 


Council Chamber, May P, 1861, 

Major-General Lee: 

Will you, if not inconsistent with your duty, inform me at what time 
you expect any troops to assemble at Grafton, in Northwestern Virginia, 
and when arms will be furnished. I think it is important that there 
should not be any delay from information received from that portion of 
the State. 

Very respectfully, 

[2.] T. S. HAYMOND. 


From proceedings of the Advisory Council of the State of Virginia, 
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Eocky Mount, Franklin County, May 9^ 1861. 
Col. E. S. Garnett, Adjutant-General: 

Sir : I received to-day a letter from General Lee, requiring me to 
repair to Lynchburg to take command of the volunteers to be mustered 
into the service of the State at that place. I will do so on Monday next, 
as that will be the earliest day I can leave. You showed me a list of 
the companies to be called for from this quarter of the State, and if I 
recollect aright there were to be two companies of cavalry and one of 
artillery from this county. There is already organized and ready to 
march one company of cavalry and one company of infantry, and a 
company of artillery is now being organized. The company of cavalry 
is upward of eighty strong, and is commanded by Oapt. Giles W. B. 
Hale. The company of infantry is about 100 strong, and is commanded 
by Oapt. Joseph A. Hambrick, a graduate of the Military Institute. 
Captain Hambrick has received an appointment as second lieutenant in 
the Provisional Army, but he prefers going into service with his com¬ 
pany of volunteers. liTeither company is armed, and it would be incon¬ 
venient to send arms to this county. The companies raised in this 
county had better be armed in Lynchburg. It would be a matter of 
great difficulty to raise for service two companies of cavalry in this 
county for want of suitable horses. I would therefore suggest that 
one company of infantry be taken from this county in place of a cavalry 
company. The company of artillery will be commanded by Thomas 
G. Taylor, a graduate of the institute. The old volunteer companies in 
this county are not properly organized, and the only companies which 
will be fit for service are those organized fqr the occasion.* 

Very respectfully, J. A, EAELY, 

[2.] Colonel of Volunteers. 


Lewisburg-, Greenbrier County, Ya., May P, 1861. 
Map Gen. Egbert E. Lee, Commanding^ &g.: 

Sir : I received at noon to-day your order t authorizing me to call for 
two regiments of infantry and rifle volunteer companies. The order 
was received by me at my home in Monroe County, and I have ordered 
out one infantry company from Monroe County, two rifle companies 
from this county, and three companies from Alleghany County, which 
will reach Staunton on the 15th instant. I have also dispatched orders 
to the colonels of regiments in the counties of Pendleton, Bath, High¬ 
land, and Pocahontas, instructing them to order any volunteer infantry 
or rifle companies in their county to report to me at Staunton on the 
15th. I shall reach Staunton on that day .with the troops from Green¬ 
brier, Monroe, and Alleghany, that being the earliest day upon which 
I can get transportation. As soon as I reach Staunton I will order out 
a sufficient number of additional companies from Augusta and Eock- 
bridge to make up the two regiments. I would suggest the propriety 
of haying drill officers in Staunton to instruct these troops, many of 
whom are entirely raw. I have instructed some of the companies of 
mountain men to bring with them their country rifles. Upon my arrival 
in Staunton I will report to you the number of troops reported and 
mustered into service, their arms, condition, &c. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Jl^O. ECHOLS, 

[2.] Lieutenant-Colo7iel of Volunteers. 


For reply of Garnett, see Vol. II, p. 835. 


tSee Vol. II, p. 808. 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oepice, 

lil’o. 46. } Montgomery, May 10,1861. 

* * * * ’•k # # 

III. Lieut. Ool. George Deas, assistant adjutant-general, is assigned 
to duty as inspector-general, and will proceed without delay to Lynch¬ 
burg and Eichmond, Va., and on his arrival at the latter place will 
report to the general commanding the troops in that section. 

By commaud of the Secretary of War: 

JOHIsT WITHBES, 

[2.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eichmond, May lO, 1861. 

L,P. Walker: 

Organization of Southern telegraph line has been completed to-day 
by the selection of Dr. W. S. Morris, of Lynchburg, as president, and 
J. E. Dowell, general superintendent. The line from Alexandria south 
is now entirely distinct and disconnected from line at Washington and 
north. The new officers are Yirginians and sound to the core. The 
most perfect confidence may be placed in them a.nd in their zeal and 
devotion to the Southern cause. The wires between Alexandria and 
Washington have been taken down. 

D. G. DUKCAN. 

[ 2 .] 


May 10,1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

Nfew York papers reluctantly acknowledge commercial interests as 
going to wreck and ruin. Henry Fisher, banker, Philadelphia, sus¬ 
pended ; liabilities, $ 1,000,000. Other failures anticipated. Passengers 
from Washington represent terrible state of affairs. Houses broken 
open, pillaged by soldiers; females insulted on streets and in their 
own houses; innocent citizens violently treated on merest pretext of 
suspicion; soldiery represented as drunken, thieving, ungovernable 
mob. Pony express from California arrived Fort Kearny. News of 
taking of Sumter had paralyzed business interests there. Insurance 
agents refuse to insure treasure against hazards of war. Legislature 
rejected bill calling for Congressional election 18th of May, the object 
of which was to elect two members of Congress for extra session. 
Another installment Baltimoreans arrived in Eichmond this evening, 
folly armed and equipped for service. Sherman’s battery and five com¬ 
panies of U. S. infantry arrived Washington. Came through Balti¬ 
more. Baltimore will soon be garrisoned. General Lee is now acting 
very vigorously. 

D. G. DUKCAN. 

[ 2 .] 


L. P. Walker: 


Eichmond, May 10,1861. 


Maryland Legislature yesterday, committee Federal relations, sub¬ 
mitted reports. Declares war urged by United States on Confederate 
States unconstitutional, repugnant to civilization and sound policy, 
subversive to free institutions; protest against war entered on part of 
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Maryland, that she take no part directly or indirectly. Desires peace¬ 
ful recognition of independence of seceded States. Military occu¬ 
pation of Maryland protested against as unconstitutional, illegal, 
oppressive. Final resolutions assert, under existing circumstances, it 
is inexpedient to call a convention or to take measures for immediate 
arming and organization of militia. Propose adjournment to a day to 
he named. Report adopted—yeas, forty-nine; nays, eleven. Resolu¬ 
tion made order day for this morning. Federal troops passed through 
Baltimore yesterday; 2,700 troops landed from fleet at Whetstone Point 
in sight of Baltimore wharves under cover of Harriet Lane’s guns and 
carried by special trains to Washington. All quiet in Alexandria, 
Arlington, Washington. Much insubordination among troops in Wash¬ 
ington and insulting of citizens. 

D. G. DUifOAN. 

[ 2 .] 


Eiohmond, May 10^ 1861. 

(Received 3 a. m. 11th.) 

Hon. L. P. Walker. 

Hon. W. C. Eives left this morning for Montgomery [Maryland] 
Heights, Md., opposite Harper’s Ferry, possessed by Virginians yester¬ 
day. Tennesseeans, Kentuckians, and Marylanders much disappointed 
at being unable to procure arms there. General Harney ordered to 
Saint Louis. Lane gone to Kansas to raise troops to retake Fort 
Smith. Congressman Bouligney, of Louisiana, arrived in Washington 
from Kew Orleans, reports our movements to enemy and asserts a 
strong Union sentiment still exists in Kew Orleans, but crushed out. 
Announced, Washington, 7th, Harriet Lane captured privateer schooner 
off capes, Virginia: taken her to Annapolis. Announced in Washing¬ 
ton, General Scott not yet prepared to cross Potomac, owing to want 
of cavalry, field artillery, and camp equipage. Steamer Africa arrived 
from Liverpool. News of the bombardment of Sumter had arrived in 
England, Created great sensation. 

D. G. DUNCAN. 

[ 2.1 


Friday, May 10^ 1861.^ 

Present, John J. Allen, president; Francis H. Smith, M. F. Maury, 
and Thomas S. Haymond. 

A report of Col. T. J. Jackson, commanding officer at Harper’s 
Ferry, in response to a letter from Governor Letcher directing him to 
investigate certain complaints made to Governor Hicks, of the State 
of Maryland, and by him presented to Governor Letcher, was sub¬ 
mitted to the council for advice: Advised unanimously that a copy of 
Colonel Jackson’s report be forwarded to His Excellency Governor 
Hicks, of Maryland, and that His Excellency be further informed that 
orders have been issued for the payment for provisions alleged to have 
been seized under the authority of the officers of the State of Virginia, 
at the prices claimed by the owner. 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 

FRANCIS H. SMITH. 

M. F. MATTET. 

[2.] T. S. HATMOND. 


♦'Prom proceedings of the Advisory Council of the State of Virginia* 
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General Orders, ) Headquarters Virg-inia Forces, 

!No. 14. 3 Richmond^ Ya^y May 10^ 1861. 

All officers in the military and naval service now on duty in Virginia 
are prohibited from granting free passes on railroads, steam-boats^ or 
other public conveyances to any person, unless such person be traveling 
under orders or on duty of the State. 

By order of Major-General Lee: 

E. S. GAEIJOETT, 

[2.] Adjutant- General. 


May 10,1861—10 p. m. 

OOMMANDINO OFFICER AT LTNCHBURO: 

Send 1,000 effective men, either of Confederate or Virginia troops, 
by first train to Harper’s Ferry to report to Colonel Jackson via 
Manassas Junction. 

E. F. LFF, 

[2.] Commanding C. S. Troops in Virginia. 


Manassas Junction, May 10,1861. 

Col. E. Hunton, 

Commanding, Leesburg: 

Sir: I have received this morning your letter of the 9th. The two 
companies recently ordered from Leesburg to Alexandria will remain 
for some time at the latter place. The companies heretofore at War- 
renton Springs had been ordered by me to rendezvous at this place, and 
were en route before I received your letter. They will remain attached 
to this post. Leesburg is a point of much importance. I desire that 
you will strengthen yourself* there as rapidly as possible, at least up to 
the extent of five or six companies—say, one of cavalry, one of artillery, 
and five of riflemen—so as to* be able to put yourself in connection with 
the cavalry vedettes and patrols from this post through Aldie, and also 
to protect the railroad toward Alexandria in connection with the civic 
guard on that road, and similar means of protection to the same road 
which will be ordered to be extended by the force in Alexandria until 
such sphere of protection and patrol shall connect with your own sphere, 
say, some half-way point. Commissary Fowle should be advised of the 
quantity of flour in the mill on the Potomac to which you refer, so as 
to have it taken for public use as required, and in the meantime you 
should nob allow any of it to go to the District of Columbia if you can 
prevent it—this supposing the mill is on the Virginia side of river, of 
course. You will stop all flour and other supplies from going to the 
District of Columbia. Secure all the bacon you can, not only for your 
own command, but for the State, keeping Commissary Fowle advised 
in this connection. Make returns, &c. 

P. ST. GEO. COCKE, 

[2.] Commanding Infantry, Potomao Department. 


Gloucester Point, May 10,1861. 
General J. Bankhead Maoruder: 

Sir : I write you a hasty note in accordance with your wish as con¬ 
veyed to me by Lieutenant Taylor. My orders were received fiom you 
early on the morning of the 8th. Under your directions and assistanc 
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we were enabled to leave tbe depot by 1.20 o’clock. The delay was pro¬ 
duced by not having tbe ammunition and other articles required for our 
use, which had not been previously furnished. My horses and men 
were at the cars by 10 o’clock. We arrived at West Point at 4.30 p. m., 
and reported to Captain Whittle. He directed us to proceed to the 
steamer Logan, remain during the night, and start at daybreak for this 
place, and report to Colonel Taliaferro. We arrived at 8 a. m. Colonel 
Taliaferro had received an express from Norfolk advising him that an 
attack would be made during the day or night—probably early in the 
morning. No attack having been made by 10, Lieutenant Hrown with 
his detachment and two guns was dispatched in the steamer to West 
Point. My battery was placed in position. My instructions were that 
we were placed here to protect the battery of heavy guns that were to 
be mounted at this place. Several steamers were seen at a distance 
during the day. We were ready to meet their approach; none came. 
During the night, at 11 o’clock, Colonel Taliaferro sent me word that he 
had just heard that an attack would be made upon us by a steamer 
known to be on the bay. The attack, his informant stated, would be 
by 3 a. m. He desired me to be on the qui but not to disturb the 
men. I was up till daybreak. My command was divided—my four 
guns in battery on the high embankment overlooking the river. The 
island at tMs point runs into the river, making nearly an acute angle. 
The banks are precipitous for a greater part of the course of the river, 
but at the apex of the angle there is a plateau rising but little from the 
level of the river about one-sixteenth of a mile, extending from the river 
to the high bluff. Above the bluff the country extends in a dead level, 
except where broken by creeks, &c., affording a most beantiful plain 
for artillery driU. I took a reconnaissance on horseback, with Colonel 
Taliaferro, of the back country. There are two creeks on each side of 
Gloucester Point, approaching each so nearly that the egress from this 
place can he readily commanded. The creek below is called Sarah’s 
Creek, the one above Black Swamp. The distance between the nearest 
points of these creeks is a mile to a mile and a half. Only one road 
passes through this interval, passing a few hundred yards from Sarah’s 
Creek. I inclose you an extremely rough and hastily-drawn sketch* of 
our position. My four guns and three caissons on the upper plateau 
immediately overlooking the river on one side, and on the other over¬ 
looking the plateau below and the river beyond. There are two old 
iron 6-pounders on the lower plateau, which are placed under charge 
of Lieutenant Macon and a detachment of my company. Lieutenant 
Brown for the present with his detachment and two pieces are near by 
Lieutenant Macon on the plateau. I hope you can now form some idea 
of our position. I shall be in command of the six pieces. No attack 
has been made upon us. While I am writing I am informed that both 
guns, the columbiads, are in position and ready for fighting. This is 
glorious intelligence. Captain Page, Lieutenant Gwathmey, and Cap¬ 
tain Maury are here. This place will soon be perfectly safe. If per¬ 
mitted, I would suggest similar works first on the Rappahannock, then 
the Potomac, and the northern side of James River. My command is 
ready to move as we are whenever required. These positions secured 
and defended by heavy guns, and Virginia is safe from invasion by sea. 
If you concur with me in opinion press these views upon General Lee. 
To defend this position the Rappahannock must be immediately pro¬ 
tected on the south side. The danger at this place is by land attack 
from the rear. The iron guns here should be placed upon the bluffs above. 


Omitted as unimportant. 
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There is a volunteer company of artillery here from the country 5 they 
can make good artillerists if placed immediately to the drill of piece. I 
have volunteered to aid them if they are willing to take my instructions. 
All of these defenses might be made simultaneously, but the Eappa- 
hannock defense is important to the security of this place. Permit me 
again to remind you that we are without a single tent 5 we slept last 
night on the ground. We made some extempore tents by extending our 
blankets on poles. It is now raining. We propose putting up wooden 
tents; the planks and nails will be furnished us. If we are moved again 
to the points above indicated, let us have some tents. It was a great 
disappointment not to receive our horses yesterday. In case of an 
attack by a large force we can do nothing but sacrifice ourselves 5 our 
guns cannot be moved by hand. We can get no horses here. You 
know our situation. More infantry will be required at this place. I 
cannot to-day detail our wants 5 I will write briefly to-morrow. If 
these plans are carried out, let them be done speedily without the pub¬ 
lic ear knowing of the movements. My letters hereafter will be more 
brief. The engineer, Mr. Clarke, tells me he will have six columbiads 
planted by to-morrow. 

In haste, yours, respectfully, 

HEimy OOALTER CABELL. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquaeteks oe Division, 

BwJimondj May 13^ 1861, 

Fo tents on hand in the quartermaster’s department. Will be fur¬ 
nished with a few from the artillery barracks. Horses recommended 
sent to Captain Cabell. 

Respectfully, J. B. MAGRUDEE, 

[ 2 .] ‘ Colonel^ Commanding, 


• Eichmond, May 11,1861, 

L. P. Walker: 

General Lee is now acting with great vigor. Stated in Washington 
yesterday that Scott needs more time to prepare six months’ campaign. 
Col. Ben. Huger, Ordnance Department, C. S. A., lately commanding 
Fifty-third Regiment, Baltimore, has resigned. English editorials on 
Sumter very favorable to South and condemnatory of Lincoln. They 
ridicule him unmercifully. Arrivals in Few York hotels greatly fallen 
off. No fi.nancial article. New York papers desponding. 

D. G. DUNCAN. 

[ 2 .] _ 


Eiohmond, Ya., May 11,1861, 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis: 

Dear Sir : As you value our great cause hasten on to Richmond. 
Lincoln and Scott are, if I mistake not, covering by other demonstra¬ 
tions a great movement upon Richmond. Suppose they should send 
suddenly up the York River, as they can, an army of 30,000 or more, 
there are no means at hand to repel them, and [if j their policy shown in 
Maryland gets footing here it will be a severe if not a fatal blow. 
Hasten, 1 pray you, to avert it. The very fact of your presence will 
almost answer. Hasten, then. I entreat you, don’t lose a day. 

Your old friend, 

[ 2 .] W. N. PENDLETON. 


6 R R—^VOL LI, FT II 
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Adjutant and Inspector G-eneral’s Office, 

Montgomery^ May 11,1861. 

Col. E, K. Smith, 0. S. Army, 

Lynehhurg, Va.: 

General E. E. Lee’s orders must be obeyed. He commands all the 
forces, Provisional and State. Governor Letcher’s orders must also be 
obeyed. 

S. COOPEE, 

12.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


May 11, 1861. 

Colonel Smith, Lynchburg: 

Substitute for the Alabama regiment 1,000 with arms and ammuni¬ 
tion, The Alabama regiment can follow. Arms for them will be sent 
to Harper’s Ferry on Tuesday. 

E. S. GAENETT, 

[2.1 A djutant- General. 


Manassas Junction, May ll, 1861. 

Col. E. S. Garnett, 

Adjutant-General, Richmond: 

Sir : I inclose herewith for the information of the general command¬ 
ing in chief a copy of an order’**' this day sent to Colonel Euggles, on 
my right, I arrived here day before yesterday, having with me a sec¬ 
tion of Captain Kemper’s artillery. The Powhatan Troo}) came up the 
same afternoon just after my arrival. Captain Green’s troop are now 
posted at stage stables, near Gainesville, whilst Captain Payne’s Black 
Horse Troop is picketed one mile in advance of this place. Captain 
Marr with one company of rifles is at Bristoe, in my rear. Stop these 
1111 til shelter can be furnished here. Colonel Strange and two companies 
of infantry from Albemarle await ammunition at Culpeper Court-House, 
which as soon as they receive they will advance to this point. I pro¬ 
pose to strengthen this post to the extent at least of a brigade as soon 
as possible, under Colonel Strange, with a strong detachment of cav¬ 
alry for our posts and piiikets, and should have also at least one full 
battery of horse artillery, 6-pounders, well appointed for war service. 
Please ask the general-in-chief to do everything possible to advance 
and facilitate these measures, should they meet with his approval, or 
else to instruct me wherein he would have them changed or modified. 
The recent action of the Confederate Congress, of which 1 was first 
advised yesterday, in acknowledging and accepting an open state of 
war, and their act authorizing the issuing of letters of marque and 
reprisal, appear to me likely to throw the door open to Lincoln to take 
the initiative. I should be glad to have the general’s views in this 
connection. The time appears to be at hand when we may expect the 
enemy to make some strong demonstration upon this line, a line so 
vitally important to our cause and a line at this moment unprepared to 
meet such odds, but which we desire to move heaven and earth to keep 
in a state of readiness for any emergency. Please ask the general to 
communicate fiilly and freely in this connection. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PHILIP ST. GEO. COCKE, 

[2.] Colonel, Commanding Potomac Department. 


See Vol. II, p. 831, 



CaiP. LXIII.] COREESPOKDENCE, ETC.—COITPEDERAXE. 


83 


Headquarters Cabell’s Battery, 

Gloucester Pointy May 11^ 1861, 

Col. J. B. Macruder: 

Sir: I reconuoitered tlie country yesterday evening to the mouth of 
the York Eiver. Colonel Taliaferro with his fast team accompanied me. 
We were in sight of the river the whole distance. The country is a 
dead level; roads fine. I had heard so much of steamers lying at the 
mouth of the river that I wished to see for myself. Their lying at the 
mouth of the river, if you will excuse the language, was all a lie so far 
as I could tell by the eye. I do not see why a battery should not be 
placed immediately at the mouth of the river. It would clear the 
blockade at once. The country is favorable for this battery. It would 
require perhaps a large force to protect the planting of the guns in 
position. Two heavy columbiads have been planted here, and two 
more have been landed and will be placed at once in position. Is it 
proper that I should daily communicate to you or to Colonel Taliaferro? 
Answer at once. I will write to-morrow. One of my men will return 
to-day, being on the sick list. Have I command of other artillery com¬ 
panies placed at the same post? My tents will be finished to-day. 

Yours, respectfully, 

HEKEY COALTEE CABELL, 

[2.] Ca{ptam, 


Headquarters Coast Dbeenses, 

Wilmington^ A. 0., May II, 1861, 

Brig. Gen. S. Coopi^, 

Adjutant-General^ Montgomery: 

General : I am able to report a little progress toward placing the 
coast of North Carolina in condition to resist attack; but affairs are by 
no means so satisfactory as I would like to see them. This is due to 
the entire want of preparation, organization, and military experience 
existing in the State. As to Ocracoke and Hatteras Inlets, and the 
sounds to which they are the communication, their great importance is 
recognized. I refer you to the report of Col. EUwood Morris, hereiuth 
inclosed, and my opinion upon its suggestions.* A copy of letter No. 
2 of Colonel Morris shows, however, that he is continuing his work. T 
can only hope that the delay of the enemy will enable him to succeed. 
The command of these sounds by the enemy will be a most serious 
blow to the State. The largest corn district we have maybe interfered 
with; the cities of Elizabeth, Plymouth, Edenton, and New Berne are 
by them exposed to attack, while numerqiis isolated or distant planta¬ 
tions might lose their slaves or be otherwise plundered or destroyed. 
I have reliable information, given by one of our most respectable citi¬ 
zens returned from New York, to the effect that the Government at 
Washington have purchased and are arming numerous steamers of 
very light draft for the blockade of Pamlico and Albemarle Sounds 
and the North Carolina inlets. 

New Berne, on the Neuse, is of the utmost importance, as command¬ 
ing the line of communication with Fort Macon by the Atlantic Eail- 
road. This road, starting from Morehead City, in Beaufort Harbor, 
connects via New Berne with the Wilmington and Weldon and the 
Ealeigh Eailroad at Goldsborough. Passing as it does near the line of 
the Lower Neuse Eiver, and accessible by various necks as well as by 
land, its defense becomes in our present condition a matter of great 


Inclosures not found. 



84 MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. LXm. 

diflaculty; its security is absolutely necessary to that of Fort Macon; 
cut that off, and the place falls for want of supplies. Our difficulty in 
procuring them is not confined to ammunition and guns; it extends, 
and very seriously too, to provisions of all kinds. It is not necessary 
for me to enlarge on the importance of Fort Macon to both sides in this 
quarrel. If we can hold our communication we may reasonably expect 
to hold the fort. I can devise no better plan at this time than to estab¬ 
lish a fi.otilla defense, to be organized with all possible dispatch by offi¬ 
cers of the liTavy. The means for this must be found in the several 
light-boats, the fast-sailing Beaufort flats, the innumerable corn ves¬ 
sels, and the small steamers that ply on the sounds. Guns must be 
had from ^Norfolk; but especially the service of 1^avy officers is required. 
There may yet be* time to fortify the approach by Hatteras and Ocra- 
coke, but even for that the flotilla is necessary. At Fort Macon itselt 
very creditable preparations have been made with the means at hand, 
under the very efficient supervision of Ool. W. B.Thompson, many years 
ago an officer of the U. S. Army. Those means are not, however, as 
yet sufficient^ in my judgment, except against vessels attempting to 
enter. I have sent to Fort Macon one 10-inch columbiad, with its car¬ 
riage, chassis, &c., complete, and four 8-inch columbiads; the carriages 
for the latter I have been obliged to build in this place myself, being 
entirely unable to procure them elsewhere. The superintendence of this 
taxes my limited ordnance knowledge. The sponges, rammers, and 
fuses for these we are making; the latter with very indifferent success. 
A limited supply of material for these guns has been supplied. 

Fortunately, in the commanding officer, Colonel Tew, of North Caro¬ 
lina, a graduate of the Citadel Academy, we have^a judicious soldier. I 
fear, however, he is to be removed for service with regiments detached 
for Tirginia. The condition of Fort Caswell and the defense of the Cape 
Fear give me a great deal of concern. When I arrived here the fort 
was supplied with twenty 24-pounders, without any carriages, a few 
shot, and some damaged powder. We now have one 8-inch columbiad, 
mounted, two 8-inch sea-coast howitzers, and nine 24-pounders. In a 
few days two more columbiads, six 24-pounders, and some flank-defense 
32-pounder carronades will be in position. In considering this fort I 
beg leave to refer you to the Coast tSurvey maps, I having no copy to 
send you. An advanced battery has been erected some 800 yards from 
the fort, bearing directly on the bar, for three 24-pounders. The guns, 
however, are not in position yet, from the want of carriages. Infantry 
breast-works for the supporting troops are under construction. At 
Federal Point, near New Inlet, two batteries have been erected, but not 
mounted for the reason above stated, and infantry breast-works for the 
guard. Wrecks have been* sunk to obstruct the New Inlet entrance. 
This is of the utmost importance, as far as gun-boats are concerned, 
but by such means we cannot keep out armed boats. 

Referring to the maps it will be seen that there are few places in our 
whole coast more exposed than Wilmington and the Lower Cape Fear. 
The Masonborough and Topsail Inlets to the sounds permit access to 
within five miles of the city and four miles of the river. Two small 
inlets between Zeek’s Island, New Inlet, and Cape Fear admit boats to 
the harbor. Smith’s Island, generally known as Bald Head, forming 
one side of the main entrance, its southeast extremity being the cape 
and its shores having an extent ot some twelve or fourteen mfles, is a 
large, densely wooded tract. Landing can be effected in northeast 
weather to the south of the cape; in southwest to. the north. It is 
traversed by roads, and by two creeks suitable for boat and lighter 
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navigation, communicating with the harbor out of range of Caswell. 
One of these approaches the outer beach within 160 yards. The fort 
on Oak Island, opposite, can be shelled from Bald Head. The island 
is too large for us to be able to occupy it; that is, without great outlay 
of force. Ill addition to this, Smithville and Fort Johnston can be 
turned by troops landing either on Oak Island or Shallotte. Under 
these circumstances it has always been urged to form at Wilmington a 
reserve of, say, 1,000 men, as at New Berne a similar one. The force is 
little enough. In the meantime the condition of Fort Caswell demands 
the most serious consideration; I allude to the command, the internal 
arrangements, &c. It is absolutely essential that the command of this 
work be placed in the hands of some regular officer familiar with routine 
of garrisons. The colonel commanding is energetic and does as well as 
he knows how, but he does not know how. No one does who has not 
been brought up in and thoroughly familiar with garrison duties. 

It is not sufficient for the untiring industry of General Holmes to 
indicate what is to be done—for Captain Childs to suggest. We may 
call attention to the whole of the Army Eegulations or any part of 
them; orders may be issued, but only a regular officer familiar with the 
duty can carry them out. There is none such here. In the meantime, 
internal police, sanitary precautions, food, cleanliness, the thousand 
nameless duties of routine cannot be thoroughly performed under the 
present system, and I fear the most disastrous results from sickness. 
I need not dwell on this subject in presence of your experience. I only 
beg you to send some one. The Governor will undoubtedly confer local 
rank sufficient for the purpose. Captain Childs, chief of artillery, has 
drilled the men well for artillery and is indefatigable in his duty as 
ordnance officer at the fort, but he is not in command, and cannot well 
be placed there now. Considering the declaration of the enemy of their 
intention to retake the forts, the probable imminence of their attack, 
the paucity of our resources, in case of their success the enormous 
advantage and prestige they would gain, the vastly increased outlay 
required for us to retake, if possible, I most earnestly urge that some 
officer of garrison experience be placed at once in command. I urge 
that it will be better to spare regular officers to command all of our 
forts now than be compelled to send dozens instead of one hereafter to 
recapture them. In the meantime we are pushing hard the manufacture 
of shells, shot, grape, and gun carriages. The ladies have patriotically 
supplied us with cartridge-bags, &c., sufficient for our use, and are now 
engaged in making clothing for the troops. 

General Holmes has relieved me of the command of the troops in 
which I had been placed by the Governor, the extensive range of my 
duties, in my own specialty and in ordnance, being more than sufficient 
to occupy my whole time. I am happy to report the creditable progress 
of the troops in drill and organization, especially their unflagging zeal, 
obedience, and great willingness. Pass over the discursive character 
of this report. I am compelled to-morrow to proceed to New Berne, to 
indicate the position of reserves and the location of batteries; thence 
to Ocracoke and return here. If the enemy do not attack for a week I 
shall be weU satisfied, and will make a better report; two weeks, better 
still. It does not become me to express an opinion as to the conduct of 
afiairs at Ealeigh. The reported resignation of Major Mordecai and his 
probable advancement to the position of major-general commanding 
gives great hopes for the future. I beg you will excuse my failure 
heretofore to forward my report, either to General Beauregard or your¬ 
self, of the operations at Charleston Harbor. Under the pressure of 
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other and, perhaps, more important duties I have not been able to pre¬ 
pare it, but will supply the omission at the earliest moment. My address 
will continue to be at these headquarters. 

W. H. C. WHITING, 

[2.] Major and Inspector‘General 


Eichmonb, May 12^ 1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

Two Federal steamers anchored last night off Alexandria. Port¬ 
holes open, guns run out. Intended to prevent Virginia troops stop¬ 
ping provisions passing up Potomac. Captain Schaeffer has raised a 
new company of seventy Washingtonians for Virginia. Stated on 
authority officers of the United States captured in Texas, who were 
released on parole not to bear arms against Confederacy, will be 
required to renew obligations to Government on pain of dismissal. 
Secretary of the Interior determined to withhold from persons of 
seceded States benefit of pension and patent laws. Governor Ellis 
arrived at Eichmond this evening. Eight hundred Missouri militia at 
Saint Louis, under command of General Frost, surrendered May 10 to 
Captain Lyon, U. S. Infantry. U. S. troops assaulted by mob with 
rocks. Troops fired on mob. Twenty persons killed, among them two 
women and several children. Surrender unconditional. Eelease on 
parole tendered officers, provided they would take oaths not to arm 
against United States. The men are prisoners of war. Brigadier- 
General Mansfield’s command is at Washington. Guerrilla warfare in 
Maryland. Squad of fitfty fired on picket guard, Camp Butler. Guard 
returned fire. Twenty shots exchanged. Stock train bound for Balti¬ 
more seized at Harper’s Ferry. Forty-nine cannon arrived at Harper’s 
Ferry—Dahlgren and columbiads. Jersey volunteers threaten mutiny 
unless they get better food. Volunteers pillage stores in Washington. 
Stated Baltimore demonstration soon be made on Harper’s Ferry. 
Troops and batteries ordered to that position. Federal Government 
and Maryland will demand evacuation Maryland Heights occupied 
by Confederate troops. Point of Eocks has been fortified by Confed¬ 
erate troops, and other defiles leading to Harper’s Ferry. Winans’ 
famous steam cannon presented to Confederate States and disguised 
as agricultural machine seized by Federal forces on its way to Harper’s 
Ferry. Thirty thousand men and thirty-six pieces of cannon now at 
Washington. Troops continue to arrive there, 1,000 to 3,000 a day, 
many of them foreign extraction. A German regiment at Annapolis. 
Several regiments left Washington for Eelay House, ultimate destina¬ 
tion Harper’s Ferry. Great Eastern arrived yesterday at Sandy Hook. 
Eumored Governor has chartered her as transport. Total number of 
troops offered and accepted by Lincoln, 300,000. Capt. Isaac Mayo, 
U. S. Navy, resigned. Four hundred regulars, cavalry, not mounted, 
arrived in Washington from Carlisle Barracks. General Lee published 
yesterday in general order your authority to command Confederate 
troops. Seward said last Sunday to a gentleman who assured him of 
determined feeling in New York to sustain Government, and that ener¬ 
getic action was expected of Government, that the people should not 
be disappointed; they would be satisfied with what would take place 
in a few days. Newspapers, cotton districts in England, favor recog¬ 
nition of Confederate States. Lincoln, by general order, directs all 
officers of the Army to take a new oath of allegiance, according to the 
Tenth Article of War. Thirty-three counties of Western Virginia 
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bold convention at Wheeling to-morrow to form separate State. Two 
companies of U. S. troops mustered into service at Wheeling. Stated 
at Baltimore 500 Marylanders left for Virginia, 2,000 more en route. 
Harper^s Ferry sufficiently provisioned. Anticipate attack this week. 
[2.] D. G. DUFOAK. 


MoNTaoMERY, 21ay 12^ 1861. 

D. G. Duncan, 

Richmond^ Ya.: 

Telegraph only ascertained facts, not lioating rumors, and brief them 
[2.] L. P, WALKEE. 


Eichmond, May 13, 1861. 

(Eeceived 14th.) 

L. P. Walker: 

jSTational Intelligencer this date contains Secretary of the .li^avy’s 
answer to a Philadelphia mercantile bouse having cotton on board 
British ship Jas. Yeo, at Mobile, saying fifteen days would be allowed 
neutral vessels from time actual blockade. Steamer Pawnee still 
anchored off Alexandria. 

[2.J D. G. DGlSrOAK 


Eichmond, May 13,1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

I am requested to say President Morris, of Southern Telegraph Com¬ 
pany, will leave Eichmond to-morrow for Montgomery with authority 
to act, and that the Government may rely upon securing all the bene¬ 
fits the management of the line can confer. They ask that no steps be 
taken by Congress or Administration until Mr. Morris shall arrive. 
For myself, I am satisfied the cause is receiving no detriment from the 
line, communication with Washington being cut off. I see, however, 
in Few York papers of May 11 a dispatch from Montgomery, May 9, 
stating that Confederacy has controlled sufficient army ordnance and 
ammunition for 150,000 men and one year’s campaign. This must have 
been sent to Alexandria, thence to Washington by special messenger, 
or over western line from Few Orleans. Been urged by influential men 
on Letcher the stopping of mails and express going to Washington. 
Think this of utmost importance. Your dispatch received. This one 
is free. 

[2.] D. G. DUFOAF. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Virginia Forces, 

Fo. 15. ) Richmond, Ya., May 13, 1861. 

I. To facilitate the dispatch of business, company commanders are 
notified that their requisitions for arms, equipments, ammunition, cloth¬ 
ing, &c., must in all cases pass through their immediate commanding 
officer for his approval or other action. After a due lapse of time for 
the communication of this order to the troops in Virginia, no requisi¬ 
tions will be filled by authority from this office which do not conform 
to it. The same rule must also be observed in all official letters and 
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papers intended for tlie action of the commanding general. Such papers 
must he addressed to the adjutant-general of the Virginia forces, he 
signed hy the officers sending them, and he folded and indorsed as 
required hy regulations. 

II. All officers who have received appointments in the Virginia forces, 
and who have not yet received orders assigning them to duty hy 
authority from this office, are required to report the fact as soon as 
practicable, stating the nature of their appointment and their address. 

III. The attention of all officers serving in Virginia, of every grade, 
is urgently called to the necessity of preventing any waste of the ammu¬ 
nition in the hands of the men. Frequent inspections of the cartridge- 
hoxes will he made, and each man held strictly accountahle for the 
cartridges issued to him, unless used in battle or by order. 

IV. The attention of commanding officers is called to General Orders, 
I^’o. 4, of the 30th ultimo, requiring tri-monthly returns of their respec¬ 
tive commands to he sent to this office. The information they contain 
is essential to a proper administration of the service. 

V. Lieut. Ool. John A. Washington, Virginia Volunteers, is announced 
to the troops serving in Virginia as aide-de-camp to the commanding 
general. 

By order of Major-General Lee: 

E. S. GAENETT, 

[2.] Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond, Va., May 13,1861. 

Col. E. S. Garnett, 

Adjutant-General Virginia Forces, Bichmond, Ya ,: 

Sik: Since the date of my last communication a better disposition to 
volunteer in the service of the State has been evinced by citizens of the 
counties of James City, York, and Warwick. By the end of the present 
week I hope to he able to report as mustered into service and doing 
camp duty five at least and probably six companies. Within the limits 
of these counties, and belonging to the One hundred and fifteenth and 
Sixty-eighth Eegiments, there will remain an available militia force of 
300 men and as many more nearly exempt from militia duty willing to 
take up arms in any emergency. In Elizabeth City County the volun¬ 
teers and militia number not less than 600 men. In the battalion to be 
mustered into service immediately there will be 400 men, so that with 
this battalion formed of the six companies mentioned above, a force 
numbering at least 1,200 could be raised. It must be remembered 
that these are raw—as much so as possible. It is true the volunteer 
companies, including the Junior Guards of Williamsburg, and those of 
the county of Elizabeth City, have been drilled to a certain extent, yet 
their discipline is as imperfect as might be expected, and must remain 
so until they have been subjected to the discipline and routine of a 
camp. As to the material, it is good as could be wished for. To arm 
the volunteer companies and the militia belonging to the counties of 
James City, York, and Warwick, 300 rifles or muskets are necessary. 
There ought to be also a battery of field pieces, the horses necessary 
for which can for the present be borrowed in the neighborhood. An 
order to the quartermaster’s department for necessary stores to fur¬ 
nish a battalion of six companies is requested. If possible two or 
three cadets ought to be sent to Williamsburg, and if they can be 
obtained, a drummer, fifer, and bugler. The latter will be much needed. 
The musket cartridges ought by all means to contain buckshot. Allow 
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me to call your special attention to this. There are few or no rifles in 
the county below Williamsburg. A small supply of them might prove 
advantageous. Thirty carbines are also wanted for the sergeants of 
the difterent companies. As yet I am uncertain if it is expected that 
I am to exercise any military control in Hampton. A kind of patrol is 
kept up by the citizens, fatiguing in its nature, and not, I think, as 
effectual as a military one might be rendered. The condition of things 
there makes it important that the attention of the commanding general 
be directed to it. It is my belief that until the State has command of 
the water it will be difficult to prevent the sale of vegetables, &c., to 
Fortress Monroe, and that therefore it had better be done under super¬ 
vision. I have directed in and around Yorktown slight embankments 
to be thrown up, and intend, unless ordered to the contrary, to obstruct 
the roads which from a point twenty-seven miles below Williamsburg 
may be easily made difficult. 

Eespectfully, &c., 

BBKJ. S. EWELL, 

[ 2 .] Major of Virginia Volunteers, 


Eiohmonb, May 13^ 1861, 

Major-General Lee, 

Commanding Virginia Forces: 

Sir : It is perhaps proper for me to communicate to you privately 
the fact that there is something like disaffection in a part of York 
County known as the Poquosin Island. This is manifested in part 
by an entire indifference to the present state of things. There have 
been no volunteers from the region, though attempts have been made 
to get some. They are not within the limits of the Sixty-eighth Eegi- 
ment of Militia, which does not include the whole of York County. It 
might be as well and would stimulate them were power ^ven me to ca 
them out if necessary. The island of Jamestown is exceedingl 
unhealthy and I do not think it would be possible for troops to sta^ 
there during the summer. On the mainland, within two miles, it is 
comparatively healthy, and by a good lookout this would be near 
enough to protect the battery—near enough for a large part of the force 
at any rate. If it is in contemplation to ai)point another field officer 
on the Peninsula between the York and James Eivers, excuse me for 
nominating to you John B. Cary, of Hampton, for a large number of 
years an active and efficient volunteer officer and a respected and influ¬ 
ential citizen. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BBm. S. EWELL, 

[2.] Major of Virginia Volunteer's, 


Hampton, Ya., May 13^ 1861, 

His Excellency John Letcher, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Dear Sir : As colonel of this regiment I deem it my duty to inform 
you that an hour ago two companies of men from Fort Monroe took 
possession of the Mill Creek bridge, which connects United States 
Government property with this county, and also of private property 
adjoining said bridge, including the houses and yards of some of the 
Citi^iens of the county. They give as ^ reason for this proceeding thr" 
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tliey want possession of a well of water on this side of the creek, and 
further state that it may be necessary for them to advance nearer to 
this town. I have no doubt their object is to hold the north bank of 
•Mill Creek, and perhaps to erect works there. Considering this clearly 
an invasion, as commander of the regiment I have ordered out the 
volunteer companies of this county. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. K. MALLOEY, 
Colonel 115th Regiment Virginia Militia. 

[First indorsement.] 

May 14, 1861. 

The advice of council is asked in regard to this letter. 

JOHN LETCHBE. 


[Second indorsement.] 

This letter is referred to General Lee for his consideration. 

JOHN LETCHBE. 

[Third indorsement.] 

May 14, 1861. 

Beferred to Colonel Ewell for such action as he can take in the 
matter. 

E. E. LEE, 

[2. ] MajorOejieral. 


Eichmond, Ya., Ma/y 14,1861, 

Hon. Jefferson Dayis: 

Your presence here would be worth more than 40,000 men. Every 
one asks, When will he comei” 

GEO. DBAS. 


[ 2 .] 


Eichmond, May 14,1861. 

(Eeceived 9.20 o’clock.) 

L. P. Wadkbe: 

Special messenger, Doctor Banks, arrived from Hampton. Informs 
Governor’s council of the advance of large body of troops, horses, and 
mules out of Port Monroe. Crossed creek; advanced a considerable 
distance on Virginia soil. 

D. G. DUNCAN. 

[ 2 .] 


Eichmond, May 14,1861, 

(Eeceived 11 p. m.) 

L. P. Walker: 

Contents last dispatch communicated to me by Mr. Tyler. Have 
since seen Governor Letcher, who replied to my request for the facts 
that they were not in shape and was not at liberty to give them even 
to War department, but that two messengers had arrived from Hamp¬ 
ton. May be more successful to-moiTow. 


[2.] 


D. G. DUNCAN. 
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OouNOiL Chamber, May 14,1861. 

Major-General Lee, 

Commander of Virginia Forces: 

The council desires me to inform General Lee that an order has been 
given by the Governor for a special train to Staunton to-night to carry 
the muskets and rifles designed for Grafton. 

Very respectfully, 

P. P. HOWAPD, 

[2.] Secretary of the Council. 


Private.] Eichmond, May 15,1861. 

L. P. Walker : 

Governor’s private secretary informs me confidentially that Letcher is 
aggrieved by want of cordiality and freedom of intercourse on iiart of 
Administration. 

[2.] D. G. DUNCAI^. 


Richmond, May 15,1861. 

L.P. Walker: 

Troops at Fort Monroe taken possession of land three-quarters of a 
mile from Fort Monroe. Believed for water purposes only. 

[2.] J). G. BUNOAN. 


Richmond, May 15,1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

Troops from Fort Monroe thought only in search of water. Encamped 
on farms of Joseph Segar and John Tyler not far from Hampton. Gov¬ 
ernor’s council now in session, noon. Governor perhaps disinclined to 
give facts last night before submitting to council. 

[2.] D. G. DUKOAN. 


Richmond, May 15,1861. 

(Received 10.30 p. m.) 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

Regiment ordered to be in readiness to march at a moment’s notice 
from Washington this morning. Destination unknown, supposed 
Wheeling, S. W.Spratt arrived from Harper’s Ferry. Says there are 
7,000 trooiDS there; 500 on Maryland Heights, but no cannon; mostly 
Marylanders. Two batteries on Virginia side. Thinks movement will 
be made on Ferry, also sustain Unionists Northwestern Virginia. Lee 
ordered 2,000 troops to Ferry to-day. Thinks it impossible to hold 
Ferry without Maryland Heights. Should Letcher order their evacua¬ 
tion troops will refuse obedience. 

[2.] D. G. DUNCAN. 


Headquarters Virginia Forces, 

Richmond, Va., May 15,1861. 

His Excellency John W. Ellis, 

Governor of North Carolina: 

Governor : I regret not having had the pleasure of seeing you when 
I did myself the honor to call on you during your visit to this city* 
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desired, among otlier tilings, to ask wlietlier there '^’cre any carriages 
for field guns, caissons, &c., at the arsenal at Fayetteville which could 
be spared from the service of your State, and in that event to request 
that some be forwarded here for service in Virginia, as they are much 
needed, and the manufacture of them proceeds slowly. I hope you will 
pardon the liberty I have taken on the plea of public service. 

Eespectfully, &c., 

R. E. LEE, 

[2.1 Major-General^ Commanding, 


Richmond, Ya., May 16^ 1861, 

President Davis : 

For salvation of our cause come immediately and assume military 
command. 

[ 2 .J EDMUND RUFFIN. 


Richmond, May 16^ 1861. 

(Received 2.40 o’clock.) 

L. P. Walheh ; 

British consul at Richmond construes Lord John Russell’s statement 
to mean authority in absence and instructions to recognize Government 
of the Confederate States. Has already opened communication with 
Executive of Virginia and North Carolina. Virginia collectors ceased 
returns to Federal Government. Western Virginia exempted blockade. 
Wheeling convention adopted resolution providing for another conven¬ 
tion 11 th of June. Adjourned sine die. 

[ 2 .] D. G. DUNCAN. 


Petersbueo, May 16^ 1861. 

L. P. Walhee : 

General Lee and staff here on way to Norfolk. 

[2.] D. G. DUNCAN. 


Richmond, May 16^ 1861. 

(Received 9.40 p. m.) 

L. P. WAEKBR : 

Commander Harper’s Ferry telegraphs Lee to-day: Scott’s troops 
approaching; attack expected to-morrow; everything in readiness to 
receive attack. 

[2.] D. G. DUNCAN. 


Staunton, May 16^ 1861. 

Maj. Gen. R, E. Lee, 

Commander-in-Chiefs <&c.: 

SiE: Under your order of 6 th instant, directing me to call out and 
muster into the service of the State two regiments of volunteers, I pro¬ 
ceeded immediately to call upon the companies of the nine counties 
named in said order, and was expecting soon to muster in the specified 
force. I have, however, been informed to-day by Major Harman, of the 
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quartermaster’s department, that under directions or advice from Eich- 
mond, he had directed the force from two or three of these counties to 
he sent to the northwest. This will prevent me for some time, proba¬ 
bly, from raising as large a force as two regiments, but I shall endeavor 
to raise as many as possible. I have here now two rifle companies and 
an infantry company, which I will send on to Harper’s Ferry as soon as 
they can possibly be equipped, which will be in two or three days. 
There are also two cavalry companies here, called out a day or two 
before I reached here by Major Harman, who intended them for the 
northwest. I shall, however, in compliance with your order of the 
15th instant, this evening received, send at least one of these companies 
to Harper’s Ferry. The infantry and rifle companies I shall, unless 
otherwise directed by you, arm with the flint-lock muskets now here. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. ECHOLS, 

[2.J Lieutenant-Colonel of Volunteers, 


Eiohmond, May 17^ 1861, 

L. P. Walker: 

About 7,000 Confederate troops at Harper’s Ferry, under command 
of Colonel Jackson. Cannon been placed on Maryland Heights with 
Maryland and Kentucky troops. Colonel Deas left for Harper’s yes¬ 
terday. 

[2.J D. C. DUKCAK. 


Eiohmond, May 17^ 1861, 

(Eeceived 4.10 p. m.) 

L. P. Walker: 

Send formal request to Lee and Letcher [to] communicate freely with 
me respecting movements of our troops and the enemy, if you so 
intended. Kecessary [for] Letcher [to] instruct manager of telegraph 
to same effect. Answer immediately. 

[2.] D. C. DUKCAK. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

NTo. 52. J Montgomery^ May 17^ 1861, 

#####«# 

III. The battalion of light artillery, Louisiana Volunteers, commanded 
by Maj. J. B. Walton, on being mustered into service at Kew Orleans, 
will proceed to Eichmond, Va. On arriving at that place Major Walton 
will report for orders to Maj. Gen. E. B. Lee, commanding. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO, WITHEES, 

[2.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


• Franklin, Pendleton County, Va., May 17^ 1861, 
Major Harman: 

Carson, Hogshead, and myself arrived here last night. Captain 
Mooman sent his company on their march to Monterey and he came 
with us to this place, and last night sent expresses all over the county 
to collect the men with their rifles and ammunition here ready to march 
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by 10 o^clock Saturday morning. The militia have just been drawing 
here, and we ordered in one-half the draft, and promised to receive them 
as volunteers, provided they bring their own rifles, &c. In this way, 
to escape a draft, wo expect to raise from 100 to 200 riflemen to-morrow 
and others to follow afterward; splendid soldiers for skirmishing and' 
scouting duty. I will report to you again from Beverly as to the niim- 
her of men. We made a raise this morning for ammunition, which we 
report as follows: We purchased, at the Baltimore cost, of Mr. Ander¬ 
son, merchant here, 6 kegs of rifle powder, F. F. G., Beatty & Du Font’s; 
200 Ely’s military caps for percussion-muskets and minie rifles, 300 
(about) flints. 

Yours, in haste, B. GHEISTIAN. 


P. S.—I mustered into service on yesterday Captain Mooinan’s com- 
paiiy, which will have 100 men. Mooman is a graduate of the Virginia 
Military Institute, knows this country and people, and would make a 
good commander. 


Monterey, May 17j 1861. 

[Major Harman:] 

Dear Major: We arrived here this evening in good order, no acci¬ 
dent happening worthy of note. Highland is all enthusiasm, and our 
appearance, with the efforts of ordinance men here, I think will have a 
good effect on the wavering and those who had determined to vote 
against it. I am more convinced of the propriety of the expedition, 
and only regret that it had not started sooner. Had we been out two 
weeks ago the northwest would have been all right. Captain Moo- 
man’s company is here; also Captain Hull’s, numbering together about 
210 men and increasing yet. We have various rumors here as to the 
feeling (war I mean) farther out, one of which, in regard to Bassell, of 
Upshur, was contradicted by his appearance here to-night. The report 
brought here by a gentleman from the oil wells was that Bassell had 
gone to Pennsylvania for troops. The nearer we get to the border I 
suppose the report will vanish in thin air. We start at 4 o’clock in the 
morning and go to Hevener’s, where we expected to have reached 
to-night, but others than myself thought it would be better to remain 
here, and a friend informed us that grain would be furnished gratis, but 
it ran out before we got through with the cavalry horses, and there is 
not enough here to feed us in the morning. We will attend to the vot¬ 
ing part, and fight if necessary. We may commence at Beverly. I 
understand Joseph A. Thompson is a Black Eepublican, and he is of no 
further use, and will do as well as any other person for an example. 
As we pass on I shall trouble you with a note. We expect to reach 
Beverly Monday night. I have not seen Christian at all. He is in 
Franklin, and we expect him here to-night. 

Yours, truly, 

[2.] E. TUEK. 


Eiohmond, May 18,1861. 

It. P. Walker: 

General Mansfield, commanding Washington, issued order 17th, no 
express matter, inclusive letters, permitted hereafter to cross Potomac. 
Northern mail due to-day not received. 

[ 2 .] 


D. G. DUIirOAlf. 
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General Orders, ) Headquarters Yiroinia Forces, 

No, 18. 3 Eielimond, Fa., May 19^ 1861. 

L Brig. Gen. Thomas T. Fauntleroy, Provisional Army of Virginia, 
will relieve Colonel Magruder, of the artillery, of the command assigned 
to him in General Orders No. 12, of the 8th instant. Coloner Magruder 
will assume the duties assigned to him by Orders No. 5 of the 29th 
ultimo, from the headquarters of the Eichmond division of Virginia 
forces. 

II. Col. E. H. Chilton, of the cavalry of the Provisional Army of Vir- 
ginia, will relieve Lieut. Col. E. S. Ewell, of the same corps, in the com¬ 
mand of the cavalry camp at Ashland. Lieutenant-Colonel Ewell will 
report to Colonel Cocke, commanding at Culpeper Court-House, for 
service in the instruction of the cavalry under his command. 

III. Lieut. Col. Joseph Selden, of the infantry of the Provisional 
Army of Virginia, is assigned to duty as superintendent of the recruit¬ 
ing service for the provisional army, and will relieve Col. E. H. Chilton, 
now on that duty. 

By order of Major-General Lee: 

E. S. GAENETT, 

[2.] Adjutant- General. 


Norfolk, May 19,1861. 

General E. E. Lee : 

The Monticello hred upon the battery erecting at SewelPs Point this 
evening. Four guns were mounted. The fire was returned. She was 
no doubt injured, as she soon hauled out of the range of our guns and 
ceased firing. We are sending additional guns and shot to that point 
to-night. 

F. FOEEEST. 

[ 2.1 


Headquarters, 
Gloucester Foint, May ID, 1861. 

Lieut. Col. E. S. Garnett, 

Adjutant- General: 

Colonel : I had the honor to inform you, in my communication of 

the-instant, that the light batteries at this post were inefficient in 

consequence of the want of horses and equipments. Since the date of 
that communication Capt. H. C. OabelPs battery has been supplied 
with forty-four horses; but his battery consists of only four 6-pounder 
pieces, while the number of men is entirely disproportionate to the 
number of field pieces. His command numbers 118. The howitzer bat¬ 
tery, which is admirably adapted for service in this country, is entirely 
deficient in pieces, horses, and equipments. There is but one howitzer 
with the command, the other being a rified 6-pounder. Lieutenant 
Brown has been promoted to a captaincy, and I have ordered him to 
Eichmond for the purpose of making such requisition as maybe neces¬ 
sary to secure the efficiency of his command. I have to ask that the 
commanding general will order to this post a full company (Brownes) 
with these additional howitzers, and authorize the requisition. I beg 
again to repeat the fact that the infantry command is limited to but two 
companies, and I cannot tell when others from this section will ofter 
themselves for service. Should an effort be made by the enemy to assail 
this place in rear in any numbers it is manifest that so small a force 
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would be overwhelmed. I trust I shall be pardoned for making sug¬ 
gestions of our weakness, but simply desire to make a statement of 
facts. The commanding general is informed of the topography of the 
country, and I feel great diffidence in suggesting the necessity of re¬ 
enforcements. No blank forms have been received. I beg you will 
iorward such as are furnished by your department at your earliest con¬ 
venience. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. B. TALIAFEEEO, 

r2.] Colonel, Commanding, 


L. P. Walker: 


Eichmond, May 20,1861. 


' About fifty shots exchanged yesterday afternoon between our batter¬ 
ies at Sewell’s Point, eight miles [from] Norfolk, and steamer Star (late 
Monticello), mostly from latter. Steamer disabled. Two steamers came 
to rescue about night, but firing had ceased. I leave for Norfolk in an 
hour—3 a. m. 


[2-1 


D. G. DUNOAN. 


Eichmond, May 20,1861. 

L. P. Walker ; 

Lee returned last night. Lincoln creates new military district, em¬ 
bracing Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, General B. F. Butler com¬ 
manding; headquarters. Old Point. Nine regiments ordered Fort 
Monroe. House Eepresentatives of Kentucky passed resolutions [that 
the] State maintain strict neutrality. Breckinridge [to] serve under 
Anderson contradicted. 

D. G. DTJNOAN. 

[ 2 .] 


L. P. Walker: 


Eichmond, May 20,1861. 

(Eeceived 21st.) 


Supposed Douglas dead. Federal steamers on Potomac carry flags 
half-mast. Steamers Mouticello and Minnesota renewed attack on Sew¬ 
ell’s Point to-day. 

D. G. DUNOAN. 

[ 2 .] - 


Ealeigh, May 20,1861. 

President Jefferson Davis: 

North Carolina has seceded unanimously by acclamation. 

JOHN W. ELLIS, 

[!•] Governor. 


Ealeigh, May 20,1861. 

President Jefferson Davis: 

Provisional Constitution accepted unanimously by acclamation. 

JOHN W. ELLIS, 

[1-] Governor. 
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Quartermaster's Office, 
Staunton^ Ya,^ 3Iay 20^ 1861, 

Governor Letcher: 

My Dear Sir: I inclose you letters* from Lieut. J. H. Chenowitli, 
from Beverly, which, convince me of the importance of re-enforcing the 
expedition to the northwest, just starting from here under command of 
Ool. E. Turk, until it reaches Beverly, when he will report to Colonel 
Goff. If the three companies of cavalry, viz, Bath, Eockbridge, and 
Greenbrier, can be armed, Lieutenant-Colon el Echols will send them 
out to join the expedition as fast as they can be armed. I telegraphed 
the other day to know if I should purchase the sixty double-barrel shot¬ 
guns. getting an answer, I purchased them for the town of Staun¬ 
ton. 1 have directed Mr. Dodamead to purchase thirty more. ISTow, if 
the State will take them, I can easily arrange to get them. I also see 
from Lieutenant Chenowith’s letter that he states that General Lee had 
ordered that the 600 rifles should be delivered to Colonel Porterfield, at 
Grafton. My understanding, when I conferred with Colonel Smith, 
was that when he got to Eichmond he would send up all the arms he 
could get, and arm the troops to be recruited on the route. You will 
see from the letters of Colonels Turk and Christian and Captain Hull 
that troops enough will be named before the expedition arrives at Bev¬ 
erly to take nearly all the arms sent, viz, 600 rifles from Eichmond and 
400 muskets from here. I hope you will write me and indorse all that 
I have done, which would otherwise appear as if I was acting without 
authority, and Major-General Lee might censure me. I have ordered 
plain hunting shirts and caps to uniform the men recruited on the 
route, at a cost of less than $3 per man. Is it right that I should send 
them out to the men*? I would suggest that you call out 500 to 600 of 
our militia from the county, arm Wem with muskets, and send them 
immediately to the northwest. In my judgment, the way to prevent a 
Union spirit from gaining ground in that country is to re-enforce them, 
and that speedily. I am now having the locks of all the muskets here 
taken off and put in complete order, as many of them are gummed up 
and need oiling. Those we have had fixed work elegantly. It would 
not be amiss to send 1,000 men from here and Eockbridge and Eocking- 
ham of the militia, and arm them with muskets. I am having cartridge- 
boxes and bayonet scabbards made for the muskets. If you have them 
at Eichmond, write me by Mr. Getty and I will stop having them made. 
Our people, on your requisition, will come immediately to your call. 
Do me the favor to write me fully by Mr. Getty, and instruct me spe¬ 
cially in regard to all these matters. I am no military man, and I fear 
may take too much responsibility and get myself into trouble. 

Tours, very respectfully, 

[2.] M. G. HAEMAK. 


Eichmond, May 21,1861. 

L. P. Walker : 

Forfolk, 21st .—Steamer Monticello came up again to-day. Eired 
twice at SewelPs Point battery j was answered by guns large caliber, 
and drew off. - 

[2.] ' D. G. DUNCAN. 

* Not found. 
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Eichmond, May 21,1861. 

L. P, Walker : 

Lord John EnsselPa speech conlirmed. Letters of marque recognized. 
Brig. Geu, A. H. Eeeder named commander forces agent [against] 
Harper’s Ferry. Brigadier-General Mansfield’s division, 25,000—inva¬ 
sion Yirginia. Heavy firing this afternoon below 
[2,1 D. G. DTJNCAH. 


Eichmond, May 21, 1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

Flags half-mast yesterday for the death of Colonel Yosburgh, Seventy- 
first Is ew York Eegiment. Eeport renewal of attack on Sewell’s Point 
incorrect. Letcher received dispatch, firing heard Norfolk. Now ascer¬ 
tained only testing guns. 

[2.] 1). G. DUNCAN. 


Tuesday, May 21,1861* 

Present, John J. Allen, president; F. H. Smith, M. F. Maury, E, L. 
Montague, and T. S. Haymond. 

The Governor submitted for advice the following subjects: 

A report of John Crockford to Col. P. St. George Cocke of the organ¬ 
ization, under his (Colonel Cocke’s) orders, of 238 men to guard the 
Orange and Alexandria Eailroad, together with a letter from J. 8. Bar¬ 
bour, jr., president of that road, through whom Mr. Crockford received 
his instructions, asking that this force, men and officers, may be mus¬ 
tered into service; also other papers connected with the subject. 

Advised unanimously that it is inexpedient to muster into the service 
of the State the railway police organized by the president of the Orange 
and Alexandria Eailroad under the orders of Colonel Cocke. This 
police should be in the pay and under the control of the company, and 
when necessary may be strengthened by a detail of a military guard by 
the officers commanding along the line of the road. 

A letter from Joseph E. Anderson relative to the attempts made by 
incendiaries to barn down the Tredegar Works, urging the importance 
to Yirginia and to all the Confederate States that these works be pre¬ 
served and kept in operation; suggesting that the Eighth Battalion of 
Yirginia Volunteers, manned by the operatives, of which he is major, 
will, if mustered into service, willingly do the military duty of guard¬ 
ing the works, while holding themselves in readiness to aid in the 
defense of the city, and this without interference with their daily labors 
in manufacturing arms and implements. This letter comes indorsed 
by the recommendation of Colonel M agruder. 

Advised unanimously that it is inexpedient to muster the mechanics 
into the service of the State. The detail of a guard is under the con¬ 
trol of the general-in-chief. 

#**#**# 

The council unanimously advise that the colonel of ordnance be 
instructed to have the musket machinery of Harper’s Ferry put up in 
the State armory forthwith, and to use the utmost dispatch in getting 
it into operation. JOHN J. ALLEN. 

FEANCIS-H. SMITH. 

M. F. MAUEY. 

EO. L. MONTAGUE. 

[2*] T. S. HAYMOND. 


From proceedings of the Advisory Council of the State of Virginia. 
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Military Eendezvous, Staunton^ May 21^ 1861. 
Maj. Gen. B. E. Lee: 

Sir : I Lave this morning sent off from this post, Vith orders to 
report to Colonel Jackson, at Harper’s Ferry, two companies, one an 
infantry company from the county of Monroe, numbering eighty-seven 
men, including commissioned and non-commissioned officers; tke other 
a rifle company from the county of Alleghany, numbering seventy-one 
men, including commissioned and non-commissioned officers. I have 
armed both companies with flint-lock muskets, a portion of the arms 
brought over from Lexington. I find with the western troops a very 
great indisposition* to take these arms, and it would be better, if pos¬ 
sible, to give them the improved arms, as most of them are fine 
marksmen. There remain here now but three companies, two cavalry 
companies and a rifle company, which last I will send to Harper’s 
Ferry as soon as I can get them properly equipped, which will be in a 
day or two. The cavalry companies were ordered here before I reached 
the post, for the purpose of sending them to the northwest, as I under¬ 
stand. They have not yet been armed, but will be in a day or two, 
when I shall order them in that direction, in accordance with what 
seems to have been determined on. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. ECHOLS, 

[2.1 Lieutenant- Colonel, 


Ealeig-h, NT. 0., May 22,1861. 

President Jefferson Davis: 

Our arsenal will be transferred to you. Can you induce Governor 
Letcher to send part of his machinery for making small-arms to us at 
once*? 

JOHNT W. ELLIS. 

T. L. OLIHGMAN. 

[Indorsement.] 

Will endeavor to obtain the requisite machinery. 

J. D. 

[!•] 


Wednesday, May 22,1861.* 

Present, John J. Allen, president; P. H. Smith, M. F. Mamy, E. L. 
Montague, and Thomas 8 . Haymond. 

# # # # # ^ ^ 

The council unanimously advise that the president of the Orange and 
Alexandria Eailroad organize a protective force to guard exposed por¬ 
tions of the road and bridges temporarily, at the expense of the State; 
of which he is required to make report to the Governor immediately 
thereafter, stating the number employed and the expense thereof. 

The council advise that so much of the Harper’s Ferry machinery 
adapted to the manufacture of rifles as can in the opinion of the ord¬ 
nance department be spared without inconvenience to the service of 
the State and as qan be promptly and advantageously employed at 
Fayetteville be loaned to the State of Horth Carolina for the purpose 
of immediately commencing the manufacture^ of small-arms at that 
point, and that the Governor of that State be invited to send suitab”'^ 


From proceedings of the Advisory Council of the State of Virgipi 
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machinists to Virginia to take charge of so much of said machinery as 
it may be desirable and expedient to transfer to Fayetteville for the 
above-named purpose. Messrs. Allen and Haymond did not concur in 
the foregoing advice, preferring to leave it to the convention, -when it 
reassembles, to decide \vhat disposition is to be made of the machinery 
not needed for the service of the State. 

###**** 

JOHK J. ALLEN. 
FEANCIS H. SMITH 
M. F. MAUEY. 

EO. L,. MONTAGUE 

[2 1 T. S. HAYMOND. 


Special Oedbbs, ) Headqttaetees Vircinia Forces, 

No. 97. 1 Richmond, Ya., May 22, 1861. 

I. Ool. 'William B. Blair, of the Provisional Army of Virginia, is 
announced to the troops serving in the State as commissary-general of 
subsistence of the Virginia forces. All offlcers doing duty in that 
department within the limits of the State are directed to report to him, 
by letter, without delay, their stations and the nature of the orders 
under which they are acting. 

II. The following act of the Congress of the Confederate States, in 
relation to the clothing of volunteers, having been adopted as far as 
applicable by the Governor and council of the State as the rule for the 
government of the Virginia forces, is published for the information of 
aU concerned, viz: 

Sec. 3. And le it further enactedj That said volunteers shall furnish their own 
clothes and, if mounted men, their own horses and horse eq^uipments, and when 
mustered into service shall he armed by the States Irom which they come or by the 
Confederate States of America. 

Sec. 4. And he it fwrthei' enacted, That said volunteers shall, when called into 
actual service and while remaining therein, be subject to the Eules and Articles of 
War, and instead of clothing every non-commissioned officer and private in any com¬ 
pany shall be entitled, when called into actual service, to money in a sum equal to 
the cost of clothing of a non-commissioned officer or private in the Eegular Army of 
the Confederate States of America. 

By command of Major-General Lee: 

K. S. GAKNETT, 

[. ] A djutant- General. 


Headquaeters, 

West Point, May 22,1861. 

Maj. Gen. E. E. Lee: 

General : The necessity of the Eichmond and York Eiver Eailroad 
to your military operations is absolute; and in this connection, if not 
improper, I respectfully call your attention to the bridges across the 
Pamunkey Eiver and Oohoko Mill Pond. Should they be destroyed 
the railroad would be comparatively useless to you in a military point 
of view. You may know that the Pamunkey tribe of Indians live 
immediately on this side of the Pamunkey bridge, and some of them 
have said to an old merchant in their immediate neighborhood that the 
bridge was in danger. This fact has just been communicated to me. 
One of the Indians communicating the fact is a pilot, and Starke, the 
merchant, says he seems to feel much uneasiness and apprehension. 
This may be only fear upon their part. Had the bridge not better be 
guarded? I have called the attention of the railroad agent to the 
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matter, and await your instructions. I have taken measures to keep 
myself informed, and would immediately have the Indians before me 
if I participated fuUy in the apprehensions of Mr. Starke and the 
Indians. I call your attention to the fact that the mails to this place 
are only tri-weekly, though any communication may be made daily by 
the conductor of the cars. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. B. TOMLII^, 
Commanding West Point. 


S.—Upon consultation with Captain Whittle, I send by return 
cars a lieutenant, sergeant, and twelve men to guard these bridges till 
I have your instructions. 


H. B. T. 


[Indorsement.] 


Direct him to consult Captain Whittle, and if he thinks it necessary, 
to guard the bridges. 

[2.] B. E. LEE. 


Eiohmond, May 22^ 1861. 

Col. E. S. Garnett, 

Adjutant- General : 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that there are 630 men from 
Maryland at and opposite Harper’s Ferry (unarmed), 150 at and near 
the Point of Eocks (one company of sixty men armed), and possibly 
200 here desiring to be mustered into service. Many of these men are 
well drilled, about 300 of them being of the Fifty-third Eegiment, 
Maryland Guard. There are in all about 2,800 reported to me, but 
only fourteen companies organized. I have been unwilling to bring 
more into Yirginia until steps are taken to properly organize and arm 
them as they come. I respectfully request instructions on the subject. 

Tour obedient servant, 

FEAS. J. THOMAS. 

[Inclosure.] 

Memorandum. 

The following is the approximate force from Maryland reported to me 
as being desirous of going at once into service, being enough to make 


a most efficient brigade, viz: 

Men. 

Fourteen companies infantry. 980 

Three troops cavalry (monnted). 172 

Unorganized, but ready to be mustered in and organized. 1,350 


Total.— 2,502 


It is desirable, if possible, that about 100 of these be equipped with 
a field battery. There are five graduates of West Point besides myself 
in the number, and the material is of a high order. 

[2.] FEAS. J. THOMAS. 


Exchange Hotel, May 22^ 1861. 

Col. E. S. Garnett, 

Adjutant- General: 

Colonel: This will introduce Captain Lanier, of Baltimore. The 
captain has, at his own expense, brought on some seventy or eighty 
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men, and is now supporting them out of his own means. He is zeal¬ 
ously devoted to the cause, and intends to uniform his men at his own 
expense. Some of them are at Harper’s Ferry, some here. If you can 
enable him to concentrate them it will be very desirable. 

Tours, faithfully, 

p j ' ’ FEAS, J. THOMAS. 


Eichmonb, May 23^ 1861. 

h. P. WAEIOSII: 

Eichmond and Alexandria, large majority for ratification. Vote 
against trifling. Commissioners interview Eussell, London, 5th. He 
Eussy, Louisiana regiment, proceeded to Torktowii to-day; Bonham 
to Manassas. 

[2.1 H. G. 


Abing-DON, Va., May 28^ 1861. 
The PUESIDENT OP THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 

I am raising troops by companies rapidly, as authorized by your 
telegram. It is all important to muster them into service as they join. 
Give me all necessary authority you judge best. Time is important. 
[2.] JNO. B. FLOYD. 


Norfolk, May 28^ 1861. 

Col. Francis H. Smith: 

I thank you for the early intimation you give me that I will be 
superseded in my command by Brigadier-General Huger. My resig¬ 
nation is sent forward by telegraph to the Governor. I shall leave 
here to-morrow at 6.30 a. m., leaving my command in charge of Colonel 
Withers, of the Alabama regiment. 

[2.] WALTEE GWTNN, 


Headquarters Virginia Forces, 

Kiohmond^ Fa., May 23^ 1861. 

Col. JuBAL A. Early, 

Commanding^ Lyncliburg^ Va.: 

Colonel: In reply to your letter of 21st instant, I am instructed by 
the general commanding to say that he has no light artillery at present 
for Captains Jordan’s and Hupp’s companies, and it is very difficult to 
say when field batteries can be prepared for them, if at all; but if it be 
satisfactory to them he can order one of them to the heavy batteries on 
Jamestown Island, and the other to those on Craney Island, Norfolk. 
If these propositions be not acceptable to them and they decline to 
serve as infantry, you are authorized to muster them out of service. 
He desires you to send the cavalry companies from Campbell, Bedford, 
Ebanoke, Botetourt, and Craig Counties to Colonel Cocke, as also the 
infantry companies, whether there be a sufficient number to organize a 
regiment or not. 

I am; &c., E. S. GAENETT, 

[2.] Adjutant- General. 
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Kanawha Court-House^ May 23^ 1861, 

Col. B. S. Garnett, 

Adjutant-General of Forces^ Richmond^ Ya,: 

Sir: Having just made a reconnaissance of the Lower Kanawha, I 
have the honor to report that there are at Buffalo five companies com¬ 
prising about 350 men. In the adjacent counties there are six or eight 
companies in process of formation, and nearly ready to be mustered 
into service. Probably we may count within the ensuing two or three 
weeks fifteen or sixteen companies of average strength. Of these two 
will be cavalry and the others infantry, with perhaps one of artillery. 
This whole county is destitute of every species ot fabric suitable for 
uniform clothing, and I have been obliged this day to draw upon Lew- 
isburg for blankets. For reasons which have been well considered 
(and which I will state in detail, if desired, in a future letter) I have 
concluded to establish the second camp at the mouth of Coal Eiver, 
twelve miles below this place. It is not so near the Ohio as Barbours- 
ville, but has many advantages of locality and convenience that do 
not appertain to BaTboursville. Beyond these considerations I have 
.been influenced by the remarkable manifestations of the popular mind 
as exhibited on every occasion whenever the occupation of the country 
in the vicinity of the frontier has been discussed or proposed. The 
people do not renounce allegiance to the State, but declare their pref¬ 
erence for the Union. I beg leave respectfully to remind the general- 
in-chief that this command has not even a regimental staff, and that 
the duties have been most faithfully performed by persons hereinafter 
named, and whom I earnestly recommend for appointment, viz: Nicho¬ 
las Fitzhugh, quartermaster; John Dryden, assistant commissary of 
subsistence; J. F. Watkins, M. D., surgeon; Thompson L. Smith, 
cbaplain. The above are gentlemen of well-established abihty and 
character in this community and it would seem but right that appoint¬ 
ments of this nature should be made from the section of the country 
mostly concerned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. Q. TOMPKINS, 

Colonel of Virginia Volunteers^ Commanding Kanawha Valley, 

p. s.—At the end of the month I will forward the required return of 
all the forces in this region of the State. 

[ 2 .] 


Bichmond, May 24^ 1861. 

L. P. Wajlker: 

General Bonham has under his command at Manassas Junction and 
Culpeper Court-House, including Colonel Gregg’s and Colonel Ker¬ 
shaw’s South Carolina regiments, about 3,000 men. Operator there 
says preparations rapidly being made to repulse attack by large force. 

D. G. DUNCAN. 

[ 2.1 


Bichmond, May 24,1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

Telegraph office here has information from Manassas Junction via 
Lynchburg of the occupation of Alexandria this a. m. by 5,000 Federal 
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troops. Confirmatory of this information is the fact that there are 
three distinct wes hence to Alexandria, and no answer can be had 
from latter office. General Lee is muQh mortified; admits he was 
unprepared, having only 600 troops at Alexandria. Colonel Gregg’s 
South Carolina regiment should have been at Manassas Junction last 
night, also General Bonham. Kershaw leaves to-day. General Lee 
savs he will order another regiment to that post immediately. 

D. G. DUKCAN. 

[ 2 .] 


Richmond, May 24,1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

Returns so far received show almost unanimous ratification of ordi¬ 
nance secession. Nothing received from Northwest Virginia. Compe¬ 
tent judges estimate majority 140,000. General Lee informs me our 
troops at Alexandria retired in full view of the enemy to Fairfax Sta¬ 
tion, about ten miles. Principal operator at Alexandria arrived at 
Manassas. 

D. G. DUNCAN. 

[ 2 .] 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppioe, 

No. 58. ) Montgomery, May 24,1861, 

# # « # # # 

IX. Tlie Sixth, and Seventh Eegiments of G-eorgia Volunteers will, 
as soon as they are mustered in at Atlanta on Saturday next, proceed 
to Richmond, Va., and report for duty to Maj. Gen. B. E. Lee, com¬ 
manding. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[2.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GEJvrEBAx Okdees, ) Hbadquaeters VrEGiNiA Forces, 

Xo. 19. > Biclmon^j Va., May <24, 1861. 

The attention of the mustering officers throughout the State is 
specially called to the law which requires that soldiers shall be at the 
least eighteen years of age when mustered into the service. It is 
deemed important that this requirement be strictly adhered to, Xo 
man under that age will hereafter be received. 

By order of Major-General Lee; 

R. S. GAEXETT, 

[2.] • Adjutant-General. 


General R. E. Lee, 

Richmond, Va.: 


Montoomery, May M, 1861. 


Is it true that U. S. troops occupy Alexandria*? 


L. P. WALKER. 

[2.J 
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Manassas, May 24,1861. 

General E. B. Lee : 

Five thousand trooi)s entered Alexandria at 5 o’clock this morning. 
Our troops retreated in good order just ahead of the enemy. The 
bridges on the road burnt as far as Fairfax Station. The troops all 
here. 

HENRY BANGERFIELD. 


[ 2 .] 


Culpeper Court-House, May 24,1861. 

Col. F. H. Smith: 

Sir : Standing here at the wire-1 have this instant this reply from 
General Bonham, at Manassas: “Alexandria is taken. Colonel Terrett 
is here with his troops. Answer.” 

PHILIP ST. GEORGE COCKE. 

[^•] 


Council Chamber, May 1861. 

General Lee ; 

General : The telegraph operator here reports that information has 
been received by way of Lynchburg and M^assas Gap that the Federal 
troops took possession of Alexandria to-day, our troops withdrawing. 
Have you had your attention drawn to the importance of Keys’ Gap, 
to guard against, a movement by the Hampshire road in rear of the 
Ferry 

Yery respectfully, 

[2.] F. H. SMITH. 


Kiohmond, May 21^ 1861. 

Hon. Henry A. Wise, 

BolUston, near Norfolls,^ Va.: 

Dear Sir: I must beg.your pardon for not sooner replying to your 
letter of the 3d instant, and beg you to believe that though prevented 
by business constantly pressing on my attention, the subject has not 
Wn neglected, 'fhe importance of the subject and the difficulty of 
preparing defenses and means of resistance at the many threatened 
points in the State induced me to lay your letter before the Executive 
Council for their consideration. Since my arrival 1 have used every 
exertion to oi’ganize troops and prepare resistance against immediate 
invasion, which has appeared imminent, and as almost everything had 
to be created except the guns found at the Gosport Kavy-Yard, these 
preparations have absorbed all the means I can command. VYe are 
still engaged in making gun carriages for the river defenses and field 
service, preparing ammunition for all arms, constructing machines for 
the manufacture of caps, &c., ammunition wagons, &c., which must be 
continued. It seems to me, therefore, impossible at this time to pre¬ 
pare a marine battery, such as you describe, which would be effective 
in carrying out your design, as desirable as it would be. All the 
force and meanAS at Norfolk are now employed in preparing defenses 
against a water and land approach. Could proper redoubts be erected 
at Willoughby’s and Sewell’s Points, capable of standing a siege, and 
with an armament to command the adjacent waters, they would be of 
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great advantage. Ineffectual batteries would provoke useless conflict 
and expose to tbe risk of capture the lieavy guns therein placed. This 
has, in a measure, been recently exemplifled. Those points are so 
exposed, and so distant from I^orfolk, that a large force would be 
required to protect the batteries there erected. The communication 
with these batteries would have to be around the head of Tanner’s 
Creek, as the bridges across that stream must be destroyed, which 
would draw a greater force than we could now spare from the imme¬ 
diate defenses of IfTorfolk and Gosport. These points can be approached 
in so many ways, from Lynnhaven, Willoughby and Sewell Bays, Eliza¬ 
beth Eiver, Nansemond Eiver, by way of Suffolk, 4&c., that unless covered 
by a very large force, our lines must be contracted. 

The officers who examined the subject thought it unadvisable to 
expose large guns at the present time south of Tanner’s Greek, but to 
rely upon field batteries and movable columns to retard and resist a 
landing on that neck, and to rely upon the defenses behind that creek, 
both by land and water, to arrest invasion. A line of redoubts is 
about being constructed from Tanner’s to Taylor’s Creeks to close that 
approach, and the water batteries south of Tanner’s Creek, on the right 
bank of the Elizabeth Eiver, strengthened. Although a redoubt had 
been commenced on Sewell’s Point, it was considered so insecure that 
no guns had been mounted. That was the reason that only field guns 
could be brought against the steamer on the late occasion. I hope in 
time our troops and operations will become better organized. At pres¬ 
ent great allowance must be made on account of the want of instruc¬ 
tion of the men and the inexperience of officers. General B. Huger, 
formerly of the U. S. Army, an officer of great merit, has been assigned 
to the command at Norfolk, and I hope will be able to secure it againsc 
successful invasion. Permit me to hope that you are relieved from 
your distressing attack of indisposition, and are able to give your pow¬ 
erful aid to your State in this time of peril. The services of no one, I 
am sure, will be more valuable to her. I have written with many 
things pressing on my attention, and have been necessarily brief. 

With the highest respect and esteem, I am, very truly, 

[2.] R. E. LEE, 


Executive Department, 
Raleigh, W, C., May M, 1861, 

Maj. Gen. E. E. Lee, 

Commanding Forces of Virginia: 

General: Tour favor of the 15th instant was duly received, and in 
reply I regret to say that upon inquiry of Colonel Bradford, chief of 
our ordnance, there are no gun carriages at the Fayetteville Arsenal 
which would be suitable for your purpose. I have ordered some to be 
made, which, however, will require time. I have three field batteries 
of bronze pieces. One has four 6-pounders and two howitzers; two 
others, two 6-pounders, two 12-pounders, two howitzers, and one rifled 
piece each. These three batteries are in perfect order, and I have 
directed them to be mounted at once. Indeed, two of them have been 
partially mounted for some weeks. I will send them to Virginia very 
soon, if desired. Besides these I have from twenty to thirty 6 and 12 
pounders, most of which are in good order. Two caissons, two ammu¬ 
nition wagons, and several pairs of harness will be needed for the use 
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of the batteries named, whicli I propose to purcliase in Eiohmond after 
the batteries are sent over. I regret exceedingly my absence when you 
called on me in Eichmond. I was particularly anxious to have seen you 
ard to talk over with you matters of interest to both the States of 
Yirginia and ISTorth Carolina. Two of our volunteer regiments have 
gone forward to Eichmond. The Third Eegiment Volunteers will leave 
in a day or two, and the Fourth is in rapid progress of organization. In 
the meantime ten regiments of State troops, enlisted for the war, are 
fitting out, and it is probable two of them will go forward in two weeks 
or ten days. We have been in daily expectation of receiving from Yir- 
ginia such of the machinery from Harper^s Ferry as will enable us to pro« 
ceed to manufacture small-arms. We could do it in two months from 
receipt of the machinery. So important is it that a free transit should 
be kept open between our port at Beaufort and the city of Eorfolk that 
our attention has been turned to the defense of our inlets and the sounds, 
We hope to complete those defenses very soon. My weak state of health 
precludes me from saying much that I would desire to have added. 

I am, general, with much esteem, very respectfully, yours, 

[1.] JOHN W. ELLIS. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 59. ) Montgomery^ May ^5, 1861, 

#**#**# 
lY. Colonel Mott’s regiment of Mississippi Yolunteers (Pope 
Legion), ordered to rendezvous at Oxford, Miss., will, as soon ns it is 
organized and prepared, proceed to Eichmond, Ya., and report to Major- 
General Lee. 

##**** * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JEO. WITBKES, 

12.] Assistamt Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Yiroinia Forces, 

No. 119. f Richmond^ May 25^ 1861. 

1. Col. E. E. Withers’ regiment of Yirginia Yolunteers will proceed 
by railroad to-morrow, at such hour as the railroad officers may appoint 
with the quartermaster’s department, to Manassas Junction and report 
for duty to Brigadier-General Bonham. 

2. The Second Eegiment of Tennessee Yolunteers, under Colonel 
Bate, will proceed by railroad to-morrow, at such hour as the railroad 
officers may appoint with the quartermaster’s department, to Freder¬ 
icksburg and report to Colonel Eugglesfor service under his command. 
Upon their arrival, Colonel Euggles will send to Manassas Junction to 
rejoin their regiment the two companies of the First Eegiment of Yir- 
ginia Yolunteers now under his command. 

3. The Second Eegiment of North Carolina Yolunteers, under Colonel 
Williams, will proceed by railroad to-morrow, at such hour as the rail¬ 
road officers may appoint with the quartermaster’s department, to Nor¬ 
folk and report for service under the command of Brigadier-General 
Huger. 
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4. The staff departments will take measures to supply the wants of 
these troops for the execution of their orders. 

By order of Major-General Lee: 

^ R. S. GARNETT, 

p.] . Adjutant-General, 


Maxassas Junction, May 25^ 1861 — 8.45 p. m. 

Maj, Gen. Robert E. Lee, 

Gommander-in-Chief Virginia Forces: 

Sir: Brigadier-General Bonham, having been ordered to assume com¬ 
mand of tbe “Line of Alexandria,’^ passed my headquarters en route 
to Manassas Junction on Wednesday, 22d instant, at 12 m. On the 
morning of the 23d we ascertained that the enemy had entered and 
occupied Alexandria in force, and that Colonel Terrett had effected his 
retreat to Manassas, not, however, without the loss of Captain Ball’s 
troop of cavalry, captured by the enemy. I immediately upon the 
knowledge of these facts telegraphed to General Bonham, sending a 
description and enumeration of all the available forces at this place 
under my command, and stating that I would await his orders in regard 
to forwarding them to his support. On the same day and evening of 
that day General Bonham by telegraph requested me to send forward 
all the effective troops. Accordingly two troops of cavalry were put 
in march for Manassas, whilst six companies of infantry (other compa¬ 
nies of this command not being equipped and ready for active service) 
were held in readiness awaiting transportation by the railroad. One 
train was procured from Manassas, and at 4.30 a. m. 24th instant I 
departed myself with the first detachment, three companies of infantry, 
Colonel Strange’s regiment, taking with me Assistant Adjutant-Gen¬ 
eral Jones, Lieutenant-Colonel Jordan, Lieutenant-Colonel Ewell, Cap¬ 
tain Harris, of the engineers, and his assistant, Mr. John Grant. I 
reached Manassas 7.30 a. m. 25th instant. Three other companies ot 
infantry being obliged to wait for transportation came up to Manassas 
in the afternoon of the same day. The two troops of cavalry which 
had marched via Warrenton Springs reached Manassas the saiine even¬ 
ing. I was thus enabled to carry promptly forward to the supx)ort of 
General Bonham all the available and efficient force from this post. 
Upon reaching that post T had supposed I might be assigned to some 
command or duty there, especially if the enemy were expected to make 
an immediate attack. In this latter case I should have at least the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Strange’s battalion, which I had carried with me; but 
I had no regiment of my own, and being ranked by Colonel Terrett, I 
could have nothing more than a major’s command at that post, and of 
the troops carried down by me, and of which, nevertheless, I would 
gladly have remained in command had I been allowed to do so by Gen¬ 
eral Bonham. But the general determined otherwise, and the same 
evening expressed to me his desire that I should return to my head¬ 
quarters and resume the work of rallying and organizing forces, and 
forwarding the same to his relief. He seemed to think it also impor¬ 
tant that there should be (in time) gathered here a strong reserve, or 
supporting bodjrof men; and I was therefore directed to proceed by 
train the same night to my headquarters at Culpeper Court-House. No 
extra train could be procured, and I was obliged to wait for the regular 
8 o’clock train of the next morning, the 26th instant. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PHILIP ST. GEORGE COCKE, 

[^•] Golonelj Virginia Volunteers^ Commanding. 
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Headquarteks YiRaiNiA Forces, 

Grafton^ May 25^ 1861, 

Ool. B. S. Garnett, 

Adjutant-General Virginia Forces^ Richmond^ Ya.: 

Colonel : I assembled two companies at Pruntytown, three miles 
from this place, on the 18th. The same night the State bridge across 
Tygart’s Valley Eiver, one mile from this place and between these 
towns, was fired by some disaffected persons, and was near being 
destroyed. The next day T stationed the two companies, about 100 
men, upon the bridge, as it afforded good quarters. On the 22d I was 
joined by Captain Turner^s company from Clarksburg. With these 
companies I went into Grafton without meeting the tlireatened resist¬ 
ance, though some disorder was shown by the mob. On the night of 
the 22d one of my sentinels was assaulted and fired upon by two armed 
persons, the ball cutting through his ear. The sentinel fired in return 
and killed one of his assailants. The other escaped, though fired upon 
by another sentinel. I have retained the arms found in the hands of 
the dead man and given up his body to his friends. Yesterday even¬ 
ing the train from Beverly and the escort arrived. To-day I have 
brought four infantry and one cavalry company into this town. The 
town is badly located and laid out to be occupied by a military force. 
It is also surrounded by eminences of such position and extent as to 
require several thousand men to hold it properly. Artillery on either 
of these hills would fully command the town. The force now here is 
undisciplined, and I am greatly in need of officers acquainted with 
their duties. I have but two or three officers at all acquainted with 
their duty, and these can effect but little upon a mass of militia. The 
quartermasters and commissaries are also inexperienced, and this is 
the cause of confusion and injury to the service. Having little or no 
assistance, I cannot correct the numerous errors constantly arising. I 
am not satisfied with my position here. It is weak, untenable by such 
a force as this against a few pieces of artillery, and yet I cannot 
recommend the sending of artillery here without a sufficient infantry 
force to protect it, for 1 can assure you that if they choose the enemy 
can bring with them from these northern counties ten to one against us. 
I will do the best I can, however, under all circumstances. The cavalry 
companies here require pistols or rifles. So far as the defense of this 
place is concerned, cavalry is useless. It can act effectively only in 
patrolling the county. There are two companies of tins arm now here 
without arms. I must order them home or equip them as infantry. I 
am much in need of cartridge-boxes and cap-boxes, and instructions 
for the commissary and quartermaster’s departments. At the request 
of citizens of thiscounty I send this by a special messenger, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Heck, who will give their views as to the state of affairs here/ 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGB A. POETEEFIELD, 

[2.] Colonel of Volunteers^ Commanding, 


Ealeig-h, E". 0., May 25,1861, 

President Jefferson Davis: 

The arms in the Fayetteville Arsenal, 37,000 stand, are placed at 
your disposal.. I have mounted the pieces in battery. Have two bat¬ 
teries of rifled cannon. Have a camp in Ealeigh. Troops coming by 
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every train; will have a regiment ready by Monday. What must I do 
with if? The people are a unit waiting for an advance on Washington, 
fi 1 J. W. ELLIS. 


Kokfolk, May 26^ 1861, 

[Maj. Gen. E. E. Lee:] 

General: Oapt. J. A. Johnston, assistant quartermaster, reported 
yesterday. As the quartermaster’s is the only department through 
which funds can be disbursed, everything was paralyzed until his 
arrival. On examination of the lines and batteries, I find the work is 
much retarded for want of implements. A supply of horse carts and 
wheelbarrows would expedite the work more than half. I could find 
neither of these articles in the neighborhood yesterday. I hope to get 
a few and must send ofif an agent to get a limited number as soon as 
possible. This is an expense which I must take the responsibility of 
incurring. I have reason to believe some of the troops are very scantily 
supplied with percussion caps, and if you have any source of supply 
please have some sent. With a little time and means I hope to get the 
defenses in order. The reports from Hampton this, morning are that 
the troops from Old Point have occupied the town and the farm of 
Mr. Segar. There has been a good deal of firing near Segar’s farm; 
whether it is practicing or some of the Hampton people have been 
firing at them from the woods, I am not certain. The flag-ship Minne¬ 
sota went to sea last evening. This afternoon a flag of truce was 
received, sent by Commander Pendergrast, to request the families of 
persons (Irish names), seamen’s wives, I i)resume, might be allowed to 
leave. I notified him I would send them to him on Tuesday afternoon. 
The camp beyond Mill Creek is extending westward, and another trans¬ 
port steamer with troops arrived at Fort Monroe to-day. Monday 
morning at 3 a. m. Colonel Williams’ regiment, from North Carolina, 
arrived from Eichmond. Monday, 27th, at 4 a. in. two diflereiit parties 
met in my room, unknown to each other, both with the same story. 
Some 1,500 troops had landed in Camden County, ten miles south of 
Elizabeth City. My last report yesterday from Sewell’s Point reported 
some more small vessels towed out to sea. They are probably collect¬ 
ing a large force there for a main attack from the south. I telegraphed 
to you at 5 a. m. and also to Governor Ellis. I propose the line from 
Deep Creek to Great Bridge, along the Albemarle and Chesapeake 
Canal, as my defensive line, but will know better when I see more 
about it. 

7.30 a. m.—^A messenger just in brings the intelligence I have just 
telegraphed to you, viz, that the report of landing of troops in Camden 
County is false. I would not have credited it without further informa¬ 
tion, but two sets of messengers, who had ridden all night thirty miles, 
met in my room. They were from different sides of the river, and each 
gave the same account without any previous consultation. I have 
stood strong circumstantial evidence before, and kept all quiet when 
everybody else was credulous, but they caught me this time. 

8.30 a. m.—Steamer from Old Point, with boats in tow, landing troops 
at Newport News. 

10 a. m.—^The Harriet Lane has gone up James Eiver beyond New¬ 
port News. I want some spy-glasses. Could you have them purchased 
in Eichmond (none here) if I send requisition to the quartermaster*? 

BENJ. HUGEE, 

[2.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 
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Lynchburo, May 26 ^ 1861 . 

Gdl E. S. Garnett, 

Adjutant-General Virginia Forces: 

Colonel : On Friday the muskets sent by Colonel Dimmock to me 
'svere received except the twenty boxes, and I issued orders forthwith 
for arming the regiment under the command of Colonel Preston, in 
which I had substituted two companies from Bedford, commanded by 
Oapts. William L. Wingfield and J. McG. Kent, for the artillery com¬ 
panies of Captains Jordan and Hupp, in order that I might send them 
to Colonel Cocke’s command. On yesterday morning I was informed, 
while waiting at the place of deposit of the arms to issue them, that 
several of the companies had mutinied and declared that they would 
not take muskets, as they were rifle'companies. I had to proceed to 
the camp and take very summary measures to quell the disaffection, 
and assume a power which was justified by the emergency of the case. 
I had the regiment drawn up, and stated to it that the enemy had 
landed at Alexandria, and might be marching into the interior; that 
it was to be sent with these arms, which were the best the State had, 
toward the enemy, and that men who would refuse to take them under 
such circumstances could not be relied upon, and I would discharge 
forthwith all who should refuse any longer to take the arms I offered 
them. I then called upon all who would refuse to step forward, and 
there were only eight who did so, and these men I ordered to be dis¬ 
charged without pay or transportation home, with the declaration 
that their names and the causes of their discharge should be published 
in the papers. The balance of the regiment then cheerfully took the 
muskets, with the exception of a company from Campbell, commanded 
by Captain Whitlow, which had old State rifles, without bayonets. I 
am aware that I exercised a power with which I was not properly 
vested, but it was the only way to deal with the disaffected men, as the 
appeals of their own officers and Colonel Preston had proved unavail¬ 
ing. Having made the threat to discharge recusants, I had to carry it 
out, relying upon the commanding general to sanction my course. 
The men discharged were three privates from the Craig company, com¬ 
manded by Captain Wilson; one private from a Campbell company, 
commanded by Captain Clement; two privates from a Bedford com¬ 
pany, commanded by Captain Bowyer, and two privates from another 
Bedford company, commanded by Captain Wingfield, though the dis¬ 
affection was principally in two companies from Botetourt and one from 
Craig. The men discharged were hooted out of camp by the rest of 
the regiment; and the course I pursued has had a happy effect, and 
will continue to do so on the men hereafter to be armed. I sent nine 
companies this morning, armed with the altered percussion muskets, 
to Manassas Junction, under command of Colonel-. They num¬ 

bered 640 besides the commissioned officers. Some of the companies 
went off* without muster-roll, as Lieutenant-.Colonel Langhorne has 
been very slow in having them made out. Captain Whitlow’s company 
I did not send, because I had no ammunition for their rifles and did 
not think they would be of much service. The company numbers only 
fifty-three, including commissioned officers, and this morning the cap¬ 
tain showed me a telegraphic dispatch from Governor Letcher directing 
him to go home to recruit and take his company with him. I suppose 
this must have been in reply to some representation from the captain 
himself. I permitted him to go with his company, hoping they would 
not return, as I did not like the temper shown by the captain or his 
company in refusing to exchange their useless rifles for an efficient 
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TTBStpon wlicii there was an order to proceed to a point where they 
would in all probability shortly meet the enemy. The companies of 
Captains Jordan and Hupp have elected to go to the heavy batteries on 
Jamestown and Graney Islands, and they will proceed to Eichmond 
to-morrow and report to you. 

Before the news was received of the occupation of Alexandria Col¬ 
onel Eadford had declared his preference for commanding the cavalry 
companies, and 1 therefore assigned Colonel Preston to the command 
of the infantry regiment which 1 sent off. There are four companies of 
cavalry here, one from Campbell, one from Bedford, one from Botetourt, 
and one from Franklin, and they are very fine companies: They are 
all armed with sabers, the Franklin company having indifferent sabers 
of an old pattern. It also brought down-sixty-three flint-lock pistols of 
the old pattern. These companies are, I expect, the best mounted | 
cavalry companies in the State, and if they could be efficiently armed j 
they would render fine service. I have directed them to get all the i 
double-barrel shotguns they could. Are there any cavalry weapons or 
equipments which could be issued to them'? Besides Captains Hupp’s 
and Jordan’s companies and Captain Whitlow’s, there are now here 
four companies of infantry, mustered into the service from Franklin, 
Floyd, Carroll, and Giles, and one from Pulaski not mustered. I 
understand there will be several more here in a day or two, and there 
are no tents or knapsacks for them.^ 

y ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. EAELT, 

[2.1 Colonel of Volunteers, 


Quautermasteb’s Office, Virg-inia Volunteers, 

Staunton^ May 26^ 1861, 

[Governor Letcher:] 

My Dear Sir: I inclose you the letters* of Major Turk, Colonel 
Christian, and my special messenger. Doctor Wayt. You will see from 
the letters that the expedition has proved a success. I have, in accord¬ 
ance with your dispatch by your aide, Col. S. Bassett French, sent 500 
shirts and 100 pairs of pants, and directed them to be issued and the 
captain of each company’s receipt to be taken, specifying that the cost 
of same was to be deducted from the pay of the men. On yesterday I 
started the battalion cavalry, well armed, to Grafton. The Greenbrier 
Cavalry, a fine body of men, arrived to-day, and I send W. H. Peyton, 
esq., down to get army pistols, double-barrel shotguns, or single-barrel 
shotguns, to enable me to arm this company and send them at once to 
Grafton. I have nearly sabers enough and ten pairs of pistols and 
holsters, and with the aid you can give me doubtless can arm them. 
I regret to report the desertion of ten men belonging to the Greenbrier 
Sharpshooters, Captain Brown, last night. I have sent after them, 
and hope to overtake them and bring them back. Major Turk and 
Colonel Christian went the very first men to Harper’s Ferry, and when, 
by the action of the convention, they were cut off’, without a murmur, 
when I called on them to head the expedition to Grafton, they, with 
James J. A. Trotter, James E. Carson, and Oapt. H. L. Opie, started 
and traveled night and day with the expedition, and have succeeded. 
Allow me to urge upon Your Excellency that you appoint Colonels 
Turk, Christian, and Trotter to such positions as you can assign them 
in the volunteer service of the State in the northwest. Such services 
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ouglit to be rewarded, and Turk is one of the most gallant men in the 
State. Your letter by Mr. Getty came to hand to-day, and I assure 
you I feel most highly complimented by the estimate you hold my serv¬ 
ices to my State, which I know far exceeds my merits. Colonel Echols 
has gone to Harper’s Ferry, and leaves me in command here. I need 
aid, and H. M. Bell, esq., has been assisting me. Give him an appoint¬ 
ment, and he will be able, as he has heretofore done, to give efficient 
aid to the State. Of his qualifications and high character I need not 
say one word to you, as you know him well. 

Yours, truly, 

[2.] M. G. HAEMAK 


NTew Berne, N. O., May 26^ 1861. 

His Excellency John W. Ellis, 

Ealeighj JY. G.: 

Governor : I find here some twenty barbette carriages, framed and 
partly framed, only requiring irons to make them complete and ready 
for the reception of the guns. I would very respectfully suggest that 
the irons for their completion be ordered immediately. If the raw 
materials could be had they could be manufactured here. I am hurry¬ 
ing on to Fort Macon. On my return, which I expect I shall have to 
do in order to get a boat to make an examination of the sounds, I will 
send you a bill of the irons required, either manufactured or unmanu¬ 
factured. I would respectfully advise the organization of an ordnance 
board without delay, to consist of one lieutenant-colonel and ten com¬ 
petent mechanics or suitable agents, to be appointed by the lieutenant- 
colonel, for the purpose of manufacturing gun carriages, and who shall 
be charged with the whole business of receiving, being accountable for 
and issuing and taking receipts for the same of all the arms and muni¬ 
tions of war. I observe great facilities for making wheelbarrows, the 
frames of many of which are already prepared. I observe, also, a large 
amount of lumber on hand, much suitable for making wagons. I advise 
that proper authority be given to the quartermaster’s department to 
have a number of wagons and wheelbarrows made immediately. I 
would suggest that orders be given to the various cotton factories in 
the State to manufacture a large amount of tent cloth, shirting, and 
light cassinette for soldiers’ clothes. I would advise that assistant 
quartermasters and commissaries be appointed at the principal depots, 
New Berne, Wilmington, and the different encampments, to be aided 
by details from the line of clerks, subalterns, non-commissioned officers, 
and privates, as many as be required, by the officer commanding the 
department or corps. I will report to you from time to time as I 
progress on my tour. 

1 have the honor to be, Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 

WALTEE GWYNN, 

[1.] Brigadier- General. 


Eiohmond, May 27,1861. 

L. P. Walker: 

Norfolk, 9 a. m. 27th .—^Five ships of war entered mouth of James 
Eiver, landing troops at Newport News. 

Have just returned from Manassas Junction. General Bonham has 
7,000 men there. Gregg’s South Carolina regiment advanced seven 

8 R R—VOL LI, PT II 
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miles nearer Alexandria; 12,000 to 15,000 Federal troops in and near 
Alexandria. Landing more from Washington by steamers. They had 
batteries on Arlington Heights and junction Loudoun and Hampshire 
EaUroad. Federal troops not advanced from Alexandria, so far as I 
could reliably ascertain. Every train brings troops from Lynchburg 
to Manassas Junction, General Lee says, without aims, which he is 
unable to supply. Two of the injured Carolinians from eoUision are 
since dead, after amputation of limb. 

D. G. DTJEOAN. 

[ 2 .] 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Virginia Forces, 

Ho. 21. ) Richmond, Ya., May 1861. 

I. Officers in command of troops traveling upon railroads or other 
public conveyances are required to enforce strict discipline among their 
men. When the trains or conveyances stop momentarily the men must 
be prevented from leaving their places, unless necessary, and from 
going to public bar rooms, where the limited time and their numbers 
are apt to produce difficulties with the proprietors and citizens. They 
will be strictly prohibited from riding on the platforms or tops of the 
cars. 

II. To prevent accidents detrimental to the interest of the State, the 
telegraph dperators on lines in Virginia are urged to give preference 
over all other business at their offices to messages concerning the 
movement of trains carrying troops or munitions of war. 

By command of Major-General Lee: 

E. S. GAEHBTT, 

[2.] Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Virginia Forces, 

Ho. 22. ) Richmond, Ya., May 27,1861. 

Capt. F. W. Smith, of the Provisional Army of Virginia, is announced 
to the troops serving in the State as military secretary of the com¬ 
manding general of the Virginia forces. 

By order of Major-General Lee: 

E. S. GAENETT, 

[2.] Adjutant-General. 


Hayt-Yard, 

Norfolk, Ya., May 2f7,1861. 

General Beauregard, 0. S. Army, &c.: 

General : I start this day twelve 42-pounders and twelve 32-pounders 
(latter 61 tons weight). The 32-pounders will be furnished with carriages 
in eight days; the 42-pouuders in twelve days. The pressure on the yard 
is excessive, and I am doing my best to forward the guns, &c. This 
entire State (as well as North Carolina) is depending on this yard. You 
can fancy the difficulties that are in my way. 

In great haste, respectfully and truly, yours, 

J. N. MAFFITT, 

[2.J Oonfederate States Nwey. 
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Monday, May 27^ 1861.^ 

Present, Jolin J. Allen, president; Francis H. Smith, M. F. Maury, 
Robert L, Montague, and T. S. Haymond. 

#****## 

General Lee having brought to the notice of the council that the 
military operations of the forces in Virginia are most seriously preju¬ 
diced by publications in the form of correspondence and other articles 
which appear in some of the newspapers of the city: 

Advised unanimously that the editors of the city papers be earnestly 
requested to abstain in future from all publications which relate to the 
movement, number, or disposition of troops, receipt or shipment of sup¬ 
plies, and in general of everything that in military operations it would 
be essential to keep from the enemy, and also to abstain from publish¬ 
ing sensational dispatches which telegraphic communications daily 
announce. The council consider the public safety imperatively demands 
a compliance with this request. 

Advised unanimously that the commanding officers at Harper^s 
Ferry and Grafton be ordered to take possession of the post-offices at 
those places and appoint persons of known loyalty, fitness, and fidelity 
to administer the same. 

Advised unanimously that the board of visitors be requested to 
establish at the University of Virginia a laboratory, in connection with 
the ordnance department of this State, for the purpose of assisting in 
the preparations of munitions of war, and that the duty of superintend¬ 
ence and management be assigned to suitable professors, to whom no 
additional compensation shall be given. 

#*##### 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 
FEANOIS H. SMITH. 
M. F. MAUEY. 

EO. L. MONTAGUE. 

[2.] T. S. HAYMOND. 


Lynchburg, May 27^ 1861. 

Maj. Gen. E. E. Lee; 

There is an Arkansas regiment here, 900 strong, under command 
Colonel Fagan; mustered into service Confederate States. It is armed 
and can be ordered away, which Major Clay, senior officer here of the 
Confederate Army, suggests had better be done, as it is doing no good 
here. I sent mine (nine companies) yesterday to Manassas Junction. 
No arms here from North Carolina, except those sent me by Colonel 
Dimmock. 

J. A. EAELT, 

[2.1 Oolonel^ Commanding. 


Lynchburg-, May 27^ 1861. 

General E. B. Lee: 

I have a dispatch from my son, adjutant of Garland^s regiment, at 
Manassas Junction, saying the enemy was advancing, and that our 
troops were going out to meet them. The Arkansas regiment is here 


From, proceediags of the Advisory Council of the State of Virginia. 
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armed: also other troops. The president of the Orange and Alexandria 
road is here, who says he can carry nearly a regiment by the mail train 
at 5 o’clock in the morning. 

JOHhT G-. MBEM. 

[ 2 .] 


Gbneeal Okdees, ) State op Noeth Caeolina, 

^ Adjutant-Geneeae’s Oppioe, 

JjTo. 2. ) Baleigh, May 27,1861. 

I. The coast defenses of the State will be divided into two depart¬ 
ments, to be known as the Southern and Northern Departments of the 
Coast Defense. The Southern Department will embrace the counties 
of Brunswick, Columbus, Bladen, New Hanover, Sampson, Duplin, and 
the southwest portion of Onslow, commencing at the northwest corner 
of the county, running due southeast to New Eiver, and including that 
river and inlet. The Northern Department will embrace all that por¬ 
tion of the State lying between the Southern Department and the Vir¬ 
ginia line on the north and the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad on 
the west. Brig. Gen. T. H. Holmes is hereby assigned to the command 
of the Southern, and Brig. Gen. W’'alter Gwynn to the command of the 
Northern Department. The generals commanding will establish their 
headquarters at the most convenient points in their respective depart¬ 
ments and report the same to this office. 

##*#*** 

By order of the commander-m-chief: 

E. H. EIDDICK, 

[1.] Assistant Adjtitant-General 


New Bekne, May 27 ^ 1861 , 

His Excellency John W. Ellis: 

Goyernor; I find Port Macon much more exposed than I had 
supposed. But one heavy gnin has been as yet mounted on the channel. 
There are no land defenses, and the guns on every face of the fort, both 
by land and sea, are exposed to an enfilade or flank fire. No traverses 
have been erected to protect them. The guns are all in barbette, with¬ 
out merlons to protect either them or the men. The work in progress, 
that of leveling the sand banks adjacent to the fort, is judicious, but 
most expensively conducted, the earth being removed by handbarrows. 
I have directed a number of wheelbarrows to be made and sent to the 
fort as soon as possible. The complete defense of the fort will be 
expensive and a work of time, and its plan will require more time than 
I have at my command, as a steam-boat is now ready for me, and I am, 
in conformity with your orders, anxious to get through wdth an exami¬ 
nation of the coast defenses and to endeavor to procure what may be 
necessary. For Fort Macon alone there will be required for one item 
thirty-seven heavy guns, and if it is designed completely and effectually 
to protect Beaufort Harbor, not less than 2,000 men. J will give orders 
for the necessary works, hasten my return to Ealeigh as far as may be 
consistent with my duties, and make to Your Excellency a full report. 
In the meantime I would advise that 10,000 two-bushel bags be sent to 
Fort Macon. Before leaving Ealeigh I took upon myself the responsi¬ 
bility of authorizing Doctor Alston, of Warren, to hire some hands for 
the coast defenses. Under a proper ofS-cer of engineers 400 hands could 
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well be employed in and about Fort Macon. I shall pass tbrougb. Kor- 
folk and endeavor to procure what may be necessary for the coast 
defenses, in regard to which I feel very anxious. 

I have the honor to be, Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

WALTEE aWYNhr, 

[1.] Brigadier-Qeneral^ State of North Carolina. 


Kew Beene, May ^7, 1861. 

His Excellency John W. Ellis : 

Governor : I inclose you herewith a copy of a communication which 
I have this day addressed to Colonel Tew. My letter to him was based 
on my observation at the fort, where I spent the greater part of the 
day. Although the fort is under command of Colonel Tew, a very 
accomplished officer, I consider the discipline and drill of the men very 
imperfect. Matters would grow worse under a less competent officer. 
I therefore respectfully suggest that Colonel Tew, provided with drill 
officers, be continued in command for the present. I suppose the officers 
for drilling could be supplied from the cadets at Hillsborough. 

I have the honor to be, Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 

WALTEE GWYNK, 

Brigadier‘General^ State of North Carolina. 

[Inclosuro.] 

^ORT Maoon, May 27^ 1861. 

Col. C. C. Tew, 

Second Infantry Regiment^ Commanding Fort Maoon: 

Colonel : It is my desire that you should continue to conform to 
the request of General Holmes to remain in command of Fort Macon 
until you shall receive farther orders. I will write to His Excellency 
the commander-in-chief, and hope to exonerate you from any blame. 

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WALTEE QWYKS, 

[1.] Brigadier* General^ State of North Carolina. 


Tuesday, May 28,1861.* 

Present, John J. Allen, president^ F. H. Smith, M.F. Maury, Eobert 
L. Montague, and T. S. Haymond. 

The following subjects were brought before the council and advised 
upon: 

###***# 

A communication from GeneralMitchell W. West and others, officers 
of the militia of the counties of the Eastern Shore, asking instructions 
upon various points upon which some definite policy is deemed impor¬ 
tant for the security of that section. Upon this communication the 
following advice was proposed: Advised that it be recommended to 
the counties on the Eastern Shore to preserve a vigilant military patrol, 
to extinguish all their lights, and to encourage the enterprise of their 
citizens to introduce such munitions of war as may be wanted for their 
own use or that of the army of the State. It is not deemed expedient 
to make reprisals, to engage in any active military demonstrartions, 
or to arrest or otherwise interfere at present with the disaffected in 

* From procoedingB of the Advisory Council of the State of Virginia, 
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their midst unless they should make some open demonstrations to resist 
the authorities of the State. It is further advised that the Governor 
appoint a colonel, lieutenant-colonel, major, assistant quartermaster, 
assistant commissary, and surgeon of volunteers, and that the field 
ofiicers appointed be authorized to organize volunteer companies of 
cavalry, infantry, and riflemen, to muster them into the service of the 
State, and to employ said companies in the defense of their counties 
and in resisting all aggressions upon their rights from abroad, in the 
mode best calculated to secure the public peace and safety. It is fur¬ 
ther advised that copies of the acts of the convention of the State be 
sent to these counties and that the attention of the military be dis¬ 
tinctly called to the provisions of ordinance authorizing the Governor 
to call out volunteers, from which it appears that said volunteers are 
not to be under the command of the militia officers of the State unless 
the militia be called into active service. The senior officer of volun¬ 
teers will command the battalion thus mustered into service, and will 
report from time to time, as the exigencies may require, the condition of 
affairs in said counties to the Governor of Virginia. 

Mr. Maury proposed to amend this by striking out the words “it is 
not deemed expedient to make reprisals, to engage in any active mili¬ 
tary demonstrations, or” and inserting in place thereof “it is advised 
to act on the defensive and not.” 

A vote being taken on this amendment, Mr. Maury voted for it, the 
rest of the council against it. 

The advice as first proposed was then unanimously adopted. 

The council unanimously advised that the Governor detail one non¬ 
commissioned officer and a sufficient number of men from the public 
guard to protect and guard the arsenal at the Bellona Foundry, and 
that they be stationed there for that purpose. 

It was proposed by Mr. Maury to advise the Governor to direct that 
measures be taken to provide tor the payment of the interest on the 
State debt. This proposition was by the council laid over for the pres¬ 
ent, in order that inquiry might first be made whether the financial offi¬ 
cers of the State may not already be taking the requisite steps to effect 
the object desired. 

* * * * * m m 

Proposals of D. T. Bisbie to furnish the following arms, deliverable 
in Havana, and to be paid for on delivery at the prices affixed, the arms 
to be of the regular standard quality: Two thousand five hundred 
Lapacheauxrevolvers like sample furnished, at $17 each; 5,000 Enfield 
rifles, complete, at $20 each; 2,500 cavalry sabers, complete, at $8 
each; 2,500 artillery sabers, at $7 each, with insurance added; or the 
same arms delivered in Virginia free of all charges or risks whatever, 
at an advance of 22 per cent, on the prices named. 

Advised unanimously that the proposition to furnish arms to be deliv¬ 
ered within the State be accepted; the arms to be paid for upon their 
being inspected and approved by officers to be appointed by the State, 
as being of the kind and quality named; provided that one-half of said 
arms be delivered on or before the 10th day of August next, and the 
balance on or before the 1st day of September following; and that there 
be included in such delivery 100 complete rounds for each piece, for 
which a fair compensation will be allowed. 

JOHl^ J. ALLEK. 

FEANOI8 H. SMITH, 

M. F. MATJEY. 

EO. L. MONTAGUE. 

T. S. HAYMOUTD. 




CHAP.LXin.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 119 

The sample pistol mentioned above was sent to the colonel of ordnance 
for safe-keeping. 

P. F. HOWARD, 

[2.] Secretary of Council, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Virginia Forces, 

No. 128. j Richmond^ Fa., May 28^ 1861, 

I. The commanding officer at Ashland will select two efficient com¬ 
panies from his command and order them to repair to this city without 
delay and report to the acting quartermaster-general for transportation 
to Yorktown, where they will report themselves for service to Colonel 
Magruder. 

II. Colonel Hodges’ regiment of Virginia Volunteers will proceed 
to-morrow, at such hour as the quartermaster’s department may appoint, 
to Jamestown Island, and there establish themselves as a protecting 
force for the batteries. 

III. Captain Jordan’s and Captain Hupp’s companies of artillery will 
proceed to-morrow at such hour as the quartermaster’s department may 
appoint, the first to Jamestown Island and the second to Oraney Island, 
Norfolk, and report to the commanding officer for service with the 
heavy batteries at those points. 

IV. The staff departments will supply the necessary wants of these 
troops for the execution of their orders. They will take sufficient 
rations (cooked) to last them during their journey. 

By order of Major-General Lee: 

R. S. GARNETT, 

[2. ] A djutant- General, 


Richmond, Va., May 29,1861. 

Governor John W. Ellis, 

Raleigh, N. G,: 

Please urge forward your regiments with the greatest speed. They 
should be armed and supplied with ammunition and equipments. Can 
you forward percussion caps'? 

JEFF’N DAVIS. 

[ 2 .] 


Ealeigh, N. G., May 29,1861. 

Jefeebson DATIS: 

The Third Volunteers leave for Suffolk to-morrow. The Fourth will 
leave as soon as fixed ammunition is ready. We could send you two or 
three more regiments of twelve-months’ men if you would take them. 
Hope to send one regiment of regulars within ten days. No caps to 
spare. We have more men than we can provide clothing and equip¬ 
ments for. This causes all our delay. 

JOHN W. ELLIS. 

[ 2 .] 


Charleston, S. 0., May 29,1861. 

President Davis : 

Telegram received. How many regiments must I start? I have five 
ready, all except the formal mustering in. I will start the Eighth on 
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extending to him all necessary information respecting that branch of 
the staff, and will then hold himself subject to such duties as may be 
assigned to him. 

By order of Major-General Lee: 

E. S. GAEKETT, 

[ 2 .] _ Adjutant-General 

Hbadquaetees Virginia Eobces, 

Richmond^ Vu., May 31,1861, 

His Excellency John W. Ellis, 

Governor of N^orth Carolina^ Raleigh, 0.; 

SiB: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 24th instant. 
The three field batteries proposed to be sent to Virginia will be of 
great service. I respectfully urge that they be forwarded as soon as 
possible. If instructed companies accompany them, and if they are 
provided with proper equipments—caissons, ammunition, &c.—^they 
can be at once placed in the field. There is such a constant demand 
for artiUery harness, ammunition, and every kind of military equip¬ 
ments that it is difficult to procure them here or at other points in the 
State. If it is possible to provide them in North Carolina, it will save 
much delay in bringing the batteries into the field. I would also rec¬ 
ommend that carriages, caissons, and battery wagons be made for the 
other bronze field guns you possess, so that they may be ready when 
required for service either at home or abroad. 

It has been determined by the Governor and council of the State to 
send to Eayetteville machinery from the Harper’s Ferry works for the 
manufacture of small-arms. I wiU endeavor to expedite its delivery. 
Most of this machinery is at Winchester or Strasburg. The former 
superintendent of the Haider’s Ferry Arsenal has been sent to Ealeigh 
to make arrangements for its transportation. The means of transporta¬ 
tion of the railroads are so constantly required for forwarding troops 
and munitions of war that the transit of other matter is necessarily 
delayed. I am very glad to learn of your preparation to bring into the 
field the volunteer regiments of your State. Knowing the importance 
of holding Norfolk, which commands the communication with North 
Carolina both by canal and railroad, and in view of the possible occu¬ 
pation of Suffolk or some other point of the Norfolk and Petersburg 
Eailroad by the U. S. forces, thereby closing the communication between 
Eichmond and Norfolk, I took the liberty of recommending you, through 
Governor Letcher, to forward re-enforcements to Norfolk and to trans¬ 
fer your camp of instruction from Weldon to Suffolk. I hope that 
both of these propositions meet with your approbation. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[2.J General, Commanding. 


General Obdebs, ) Headquabtebs, 

No. G. 5 Forktown, May 31,1861. 

By order of General Lee. J. B. Hood is placed in charge of all the 
cavalry on the York River for the purpose of establishing a camp of 
instruction and of making judicious disposition of the pickets and 
vedettes. He has the rank of major, and his orders will be obeyed and 
respected by the commanders of companies. 

By order of D H. Hill, colonel commanding: 

G. B. COSBY, 

[2.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General 
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Genbeal Ordees, \ Hdqes. Forces at Yoektown, 

No. 8. J May 31,1861. 

The undersigned, in absence of Colonel Magruder, assumes command 
of this post. The commanders of regiments and detachments will 
report to him without delay. 

D. H. HILL, 

[2.] Colonel Regiment North Carolina Volunteers. 


Richmond, June l, 1861. 

L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War, Abingdon: 

No fighting yet. Rumors false. Beauregard left for Manassas Junc¬ 
tion this morning. President well. Messrs. Toombs and Benjamin 
here. Executive offices not yet prepared, but under way. 

[2.j D. G. DUNCAN. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters YmaiNiA Forces, 

No. 24. 3 Richmond, Va., June 1,1861. 

Some confusion having arisen in respect to the designation, by num¬ 
bers, of the regiments called into the service of the State of Virginia, 
it becomes necessary that they should be more clearly enumerated. 
Therefore, the regiments will be known hereafter by their numbers in 
the order below given: First Regiment, Col. P. T. Moore; Second 
Regiment, Col. J. W. Allen; Third Regiment, Col. R. A. Pryor; Fourth 
Regiment, Col. James T. Preston; Fifth Regiment, Col. Kenton Har¬ 
per; Sixth Regiment, Col. William Mahone; Seventh Regiment, Col. 
James L. Kemper; Eighth Regiment, Col. Eppa Hun ton; Ninth Regi¬ 
ment, Col. George W. Richardson; Tenth Regiment, Col. Arthur C. 
Cummings; Eleventh Regiment, Col. Samuel Garland, Jr.; Twelfth 
Regiment, Col. D. A. Weisiger; ThirteeenthRegiment, Col. A. P. Hill; 
Fourteenth Regiment, Col. J. G. Hodges; Fifteenth Regiment, Col. T. 
P. August; Sixteenth Regiment, Col. Charles A. Crump; Seventeenth 
Regiment, Col. M. D. Corse; Eighteenth Regiment, Col. R. E. Withers. 
This number comprises those regiments which have already been formed, 
and are now in the field or in garrison. Other regiments to be hereafter 
receivedintotheservice will be numbered as follows: Nineteenth Regi¬ 
ment, Col. P. St. G. Cocke; Twentieth Regiment, Col. William Gilham; 
Twenty-first Regiment, Col. Thomas J. Jackson; Twenty-second Regi¬ 
ment, Col. C. Q. Tompkins; Twenty-third Regiment, Col. William B. 
Taliaferro; Twenty-fourth Regiment, Col. Jubal A. Early; Twenty-fifth 
Regiment, Col. George A. Porterfield; Twenty-sixth Regiment, Col. 
R. E, Colston; Twenty-seventh Regiment, Col. William W. Gordon; 
Twenty-eighth Regiment, Col. Robert T. Preston; Twenty-ninth Regi¬ 
ment, Col. John J. Coleman; Thirtieth Regiment, Col. R, C. W, Rad¬ 
ford; Thirty-first Regiment, Col. William J. Willey; Thirty-second 
Regiment, Col. L. Wilson; Thirty-third Regiment, Col. J. B. Gibbons; 
Thirty-fourth Regiment, Col. J. W. Ware; Thirty-fifth Regiment, Col. 
Alfred Beckley; Thirty-sixth Regiment, Col. A. T. Bledsoe. It is tx> be 
distinctly understood that this enumeration of regiments has no refer¬ 
ence to the rank of the respective colonels; that rank is alone estab¬ 
lished by date of commission. 

By order of Major-General Lee: 

[2.] 


E. S. GAENETT, 

Adjutant- General. 
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LYNCHBTJBa, June 2^ 1861, ? 

Col. E. 8. Garnett, 

Adjutant-General^ Virginia Forces: 

Colonel: I received your letter some clays ago about the arms sup¬ 
posed to be sent here from North Carolina. I have ascertained that no 
arms have been sent here to any one from that quarter. The mistake 
arose, I presume, from the fact that the arms sent to me were marked 
with Governor Ellis^ name. There are now eight companies of cavalry 
here, well mounted and in fine condition, but for the arms necessary 
for them, which are mostly wanting. Two companies are armed with 
double-barreled shotguns, and two more will soon have them, I wish 
that you would cause all the flint-lock pistols at the armory and all 
sabers that may be on hand to be sent here. If there are any rifles 
which would answer for cavalry I wish you would have them sent also. 
Tery respectfully, 

J. A. EAELY, 

[2.] Colonel^ Commanding. 


Monday, Juiie 5, 1861.* 

Present, John J. Allen, president; F. H. Smith, M. F. Maury, E. L, 
Montague, and T. S. Haymond. 

The council unanimously advise that a telegraphic wire be extended 
from Staitord Court-House to Brooke’s Station, and that the remaining 
wire on the line between Fredericksburg and Alexandria be removed. 

Resolved^ That a committee of the council be appointed to wait upon 
President Davis and ascertain, as far as they may, the significance of 
the President’s response to the Governor in reference to the tender of 
the military forces of the State, and of the terms upon which it is 
desirable that officers of the Army and Navy of the late United States, 
who have retired or may retire from that service and have entered or 
may enter the service of Yirginia, shall be received into the service of 
the Confederate States, and to explain to him the conditions upon 
which the use of the property, munitions of war, <&c., captured from 
the United States, is tendered to the President, and the reason of the 
exception in regard to the machinery taken at Harper’s Ferry. 

Absent, E. L. Montague. 

Advised unanimously that the Governor issue an order prohibiting 
any interference on the part of any person whatever with the superin¬ 
tendents of the telegi-aphic lines in their management of the same, 
unless the exigencies of the public service may require the command¬ 
ing officer of a department to assume control of the same. 

The secretary was directed to insert here the record of the fact that 
the committee appointed under the resolution of council adopted this 
day waited upon the President, in accordance with his appointment, 
at 4.30 p. m., and conferred with him upon the subject indicated in the 
resolution. The report of the committee will be presented to* morrow. 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 

FRANCIS H. SMITH. 

M. F. MAUEY. 

EO. L. MONTAGUE. 

T. S. HAYMOND. 

[ 2 .] 


* From proceediiifys of tbe Advisory Conncil of the State of Virginia. 
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Executitb Department, 
Raleiglu N, C., June 5, ISGl, 

Jefferson Dayis, 

President Confederate States: 

Sir: It is against my rule to make applications to you for office for 
others where merely personal considerations are involved. There is a 
case, however, where the public interests are involved, and therefore I 
do not hesitate mentioning it to you. Bradley T. Johnson, late of 
Frederick, Md., now at Maryland Heights, has 500 men, and he is 
worthy of commanding them. I have sent him 500 rifles, and he will 
soon be in a condition for active service. I know Johnson to be true, 
brave, and capable. Few men would prove superior to him at the head 
of a regiment. I have sent four regiments of twelve-months^ men to 
Virginia. The last two are at Suffolk. I can furnish you four more 
regiments at once, if you desire them, of same class of troops. They 
are now in camp. I have flve regiments to serve for the war nearly 
completed. If you decline to take the twelve-months^ men, I can raise 
fifteen or twenty regiments for the war in a very short time. 1 have 
three fine field batteries, but lack harness, two caissons, two ammuni¬ 
tion wagons, and forges. These things I cannot procure expeditiously. 
We need a prize court in this State, as we are now engaged in seizing 
the vessels of the enemy. Our coast defenses are rapidly progressing. 
No vessel can enter our waters if the guns are skillfully served. I am 
most anxious to have our defenses inspected by an officer of reputation. 
Such an inspection would give confidence to our people and strengthen 
my hands. If you would furnish such an officer, though but for a few 
days, you would advance the public service thereby, in my opinion, and 
confer a lasting favor upon me personally. Mr, Olingman will confer 
with you on this subject. 

" Very respectfully, yours, 

JOHN W. ELLIS. 

[ 2 .] 


Eichmond, Ya., June 3,1861. 

Governor Francis W. Pickens, 

Charleston^ S, C.: 

The three regiments mentioned in your telegram to the President 
will on their arrival here report to the Adjutant-General, and be sent 
forward to General Beauregard’s command. The remaining two or 
three regiments, after being equipped, &c,, the President desires may 
be held in readiness to await orders. 

S. OOOPEE, 

[2.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 

Richmond^ Fa., June 3^ 1861. 

Governor Francis W. Pickens, 

Charleston^ S. C.: 

General McGowan’s presence with the regiment not required. The 
regiments as they arrive here will report to the Adjutant-General. 

S. COOPEE, 

[2.] Adjutant and Inspector Gmeral. 
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Special Oedbks, | Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. C3. ) Richmond, June 4,1861. 

II. Col. F. S. Bartow will proceed to Harper’s Ferry, Va,, witli regi¬ 
ment of Georgia Volunteers, and report for duty to Brig. Gen. J. E. 
Johnston, commanding. 

.* # , * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JI^O. WITHERS, 

[2.] Assistant Adjiitant-GeneraL 


Richmond, June 4, 1861, 

Governor T, O. Moore, 

Wew Orleans^ La,: 

Please forward the Fifth and Sixth Regiments to Richmond as soon 
as possible. 

[2.] ' L. P. WALKER. 


Richmond, Jtme 4,1861, 

General Charles Clark, 

Corinth^ Miss,: 

If the three regiments ordered by the President to proceed to Rich¬ 
mond have not left, order them off without delay via Knoxville. You 
will also direct Colonel Seibels to proceed with his Alabama regiment 
to Richmond via Knoxville. Let them be provided with ammunition 
before leaving. These troops will probably be directed to stop at Dub¬ 
lin Depot, Prompt action is absolutely necessary. Reply by telegraph. 

S. COOPER, 

[2.] Adjutant a7id Inspector General, 


Charleston, June 4, 1861, 

Adjutant-General Cooper: 

I have two more regiments in Columbia all ready. Let me order 
right on through Raleigh to Virginia. They have been in camp train¬ 
ing for six weeks. Let me hear immediately. Two starting this morn¬ 
ing. Order them paid. 

F. W. PICKENS. 

[ 2 .] 


Wtthe ville, June 4,1861. 
The President of Confederate States: 

1 received this telegram from a reliable man: 

The news is confirmed that there are about 8,000 or 10,000 fbot and 1,200 horse of 
Lincoln’s men marcliing rapidly for the Virginia and Tennessee road. We have no 
arms. From their position now", two or three days will tahe them to Dublin Hepot. 
If you can send us arms, please do it. If not, come and lead us with such as we 
have. They are now in Fayette County, mating forced marches. 

M, W. McCOMAS. 

I have no means of knowing the probabilities of the report, but have 
suspected for some time an invasion from the direction of Kanawha. 
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Troops en route from southward might stop at Dublin, 
ammunition for 1,000 men should be sent there instantly.* 

[2.] JOHI^ B. FLOYD. 


NTorfolk, June 4 , 1861 . 

General E. E. Lee : 

Dear Sir: You have no doubt disciplined your mind and temper to 
listen with some patience and composure to many suggestions of ^‘^admi¬ 
rable plans to defeat the enemy and end the campaign gloriously.” I 
am reluctant to suggest anything which has in all probability passed 
through your mind already, but I am so fully impressed with the con¬ 
viction that the attack on Hagerstown will be successful (even if the 
Pennsylvanians are there to the number of 6,000) that I venture to pre¬ 
sent it to you. I think Hagerstown is a better point to defend Virginia 
than Harper’s Ferry, which must in time be turned unless the enemy is 
repelled. As a junior officer I apologize for the liberty I take. As a 
citizen, looking with horror at the awful gulf which yawns to receive 
the liberties and prosperity of our country, I know.you will iiardon this 
departure from the observance of a more strict military etiquette. May 
I beg to remind you of my earnest wish to accompany the first force 
sent into Maryland. 

Eeapectfully and truly, yours, 

I. E. TEIMBLB. 


[luclosure.] 


General Johnston has, say, 8,000 men at Harper’s Perry, probably 
0,000 effective, including all arms. Has not the force of 3,000 men sent 
from Ohambersburg to occupy Hagerstown been moved there without 
proper support in the rear? I understand they are raw troops and not 
ably commanded. Is it not important and easy to drive them back and 
disperse them altogether by a sudden movement from Harper’s Ferry, 
and is it not very desirable that this should be done before the Ohio 
forces unite with those from Pennsylvania? Hagerstown is about 
twenty-eight miles from Harper’s Ferry. The march can be made in a 
day with 2,500 men and two days’ provisions, as follows: Cross the 
Potomac at Harper’s Ferry and take the railroad east for a mile or so; 
there leave the Potomac and take a road which leads into the turnpike 
between Frederick City and Hagerstown (see map); striking the turn¬ 
pike, march by it to Hagerstown, and with the IT. S. flag flying and 
other indications of the force being one from Frederick sent out from 
Baltimore, in order to make the surprise more complete at Hagerstown. 
The force could leave Harper’s Ferry at 2 p. m., march all night, and 
reach Hagerstown by daylight or before, making the attack at the 
proper point, as indicated by the best information which could be 
obtained. The attack being successful, the object would be to capture 
all the arms, wagons, and horses, camp equipage, &c., and pursuing the 
fugitives by cavalry into Pennsylvania, making the panic as complete 
as possible; the Southern forces to establish a camp at or near Hagers¬ 
town, and from that point defend approaches to the Potomac and repel 
advances from Pennsylvania, where a continual panic could be kept up 
by sham marches occasionally toward Ohambersburg, a communication 
to be kept open between Hagerstown and Williamsport, and thence into 
Virginia. The importance of Hagerstown can be seen to be of much 


*For reply, see Walker to Floyd, Yol. II, p. 906. 
9 B B—VOL LI, PT II 
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more consequence than Harper’s Eerry. It would not probably be 
relieved from Washington, as an attack would be feared on that place 
from Virginia, nor from Baltimore, as they would fear a revolution there. 
So far let the movement on Hagerstown rest as a single operation. But 
why not, say in ten days, and before the election in Maryland, make a 
simultaneous movement on Baltimore and Washington and Hagerstown, 
and thus strike a decided blow, which would derange all Scott’s oper¬ 
ations and delay his advances several months, if not lead to peace*? 

Here are the details: The same day the force leaves Harper’s Perry 
for Hagerstown send a force of 2,000 to 3,000 men, with four pieces of 
light artillery, by two or three trains to Baltimore, the direction of the 
movement being kept secret at Harper’s Ferry, and the troops thrown 
into Baltimore unexpectedly and carrying the U. S. flag, where they 
would arrive early in the morning and attack the iN’orthern troops on 
the edge of the city now occupying two positions, one mile apart, each 
being attacked in succession or at the same time, if each is not much 
superior to half the force sent to Baltimore. It could be given out at 
Harper’s Ferry that these troops were going in cars to Cumberland to 
meet the Ohio forces, and thus make the surprise in Baltimore complete. 
This attack on Baltimore would revolutionize the State of Maryland 
and bring out in that State about 6,000 armed men and as many more 
imperfectly armed, who could delay the passage of troops from the 
FTorth by again burning bridges, &c. These two movements being suc¬ 
cessful, the one on Washington would probably have the effect of driving 
Lincoln out of that city, and perhaps a retreat from Washington down 
the Potomac. Suppose a part or all of these movements to be unsuccess¬ 
ful, we have the same means of defense left as now, or in fact relatively 
a better, because I think Southern troops are reaching Virginia faster 
now than Northern troops are coming to Washington, and better drilled. 
But I am sui*e the attack on Hagerstown would .be successful, and the 
one on Baltimore also, which would have to be followed up by the attack 
on Washington, or Baltimore and Maryland would be again reduced in 
place of operating with the South to check l^orthern re-enforcements. 
The problems of war are difficult of solution, but I fear if the South 
adopts altogether the defensive our troops maybe discouraged, and the 
North be permitted deliberately to mass large forces at many points, 
who will improve in drill and discipline and become monthly more for¬ 
midable. Against the policy of beginning fierce hostilities on a large 
scale is to be weighed the chances of a peaceftd solution of the,difficul- 
ties by a reaction of feeling in the North. I fear that cannot be counted 
on. The whole Northern mind seems hopelessly perverted and stulti¬ 
fied, and has become desperate and willing to see the whole country 
ruined. Oapt. Bradley T. Johnson, of Maryland, now at Harper’s Ferry, 
is familiar with that part of the country. 

[ 2 .] 


Ttjbsdat, June 4,1861.* 

m m ^ m ^ ^ 

The Governor received a communication from His Excellency Jeffer¬ 
son Davis, President of the Confederate States, in answer to the several 
advices of the council of the 1st instant, which the Governor submitted 
to the council for advice and ordered the same to be also filed. There¬ 
upon the following was the action and advice of the council: 

Besolved^hdi^t a committee of the council be appointed to wait upon 
President I)avis and ascertain as far as they may the significance of 
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the Presidei^’s response to the .Governor in reference to the tender of 
the mi ita^forces of the State and of the terms upon which it is desira¬ 
ble that officers of the Army and ^ifavy of the late United States, who 
have retired or may retire from that service and have entered or may 
enter the service of Virginia, shall be received into the service of the 
Contederate btates, and to explain to him the conditions upon which 
the use ot the property, munitions of war, &c., captured from the United 
States axe t^dered to the President, and the reason of the exception 
in regard to the machinery takfen at Harper’s Ferry. 

In accordance with the foregoing the council submitted the following 
for the consideration of the Governor: 


® resolution of council of the Sd instant, to confei- 
President ol tlie Confederate States on certain points embraced in the terms 
of the resolution adopted, be^ leave to report: 

First. That the President is willing to accept the tender of the services of the 
volunteers o± Virginia by companies, battalions, squadrons, or regiments, and, if by 
regimens, rese^ing to the State the appointment of all regimental officers, this 
reservalaongiving to the State no power to appoint general or staff officers. 

Second. That the President is unwilling to hind himself by any pledge or other 
obligation with respect to the officers of the Army or Navy of the United States who 
retire therefrom and have entered or may enter the service of 
the State of Virginia beyond that implied in his note to the Governor of Virginia 
of June 2,1861, herewith submitted as a part of this report.* 

By this letter it is understood that the President does not feel himself bound to 
issue commissions to the officers of the Army and Navy of the United States who 
have entered or may enter the service of Virginia, or to follow the rule prescribed 
by the ordinance of convention in. reference to ilioir relative rank when they are 
appointed into the Confederate service. He may reverse the grade of these officers 
by appointing an officer now of inferior rank to a higher grade than another officer 
who may have ranked him in the U. S. service, hut whenever officers are appointed 
to the same grade their relative rank will not he reversed. 

Third, The President signifies his willingness to accept the services of the officers, 
seamen, and marines of the Virginia navy as troops of Virginia now in service for 
the war. 

Fourth. The President is willing to accept the services of the Virginia troops by 
the mustering rolls of the Virginia mustering officer without the necessity of a 
remuster, and he deems a general order from the Governor of Virginia directing a 
transfer to his authority of all the military and naval forces of the State as expe¬ 
dient, that he may be formally invested with the authority conferred upon bim by the 
Provisional Constitution of the Confederate States. 

In submitting this report this committee do not wish to be considered as agreeing 
to or dissenting &om the positions assumed by the President. 


Advised by the council unanimously, that the Governor of Yirginia 
forthwith direct, by general orders, a transfer to the authorities of the 
Confederate States, by regiments, of all volunteer forces which have 
been mustered into the service of the State, and direct a like transfer, 
by regiments, of all other volunteers or militia as the same shall be 
formed and their services may be required. 

It is further advised that the Governor direct, by general order, a 
transfer to the authority of the Confederate States of all the officers, 
seamen, and marines of the Provisional Navy of Yirginia for service in 
the Confederate States, waiving, for the present, any objection to the 
constitutionality of so much of the ninth section of the act of the Pro¬ 
visional Congress, approved March 6,1861, as provides for the appoint¬ 
ment by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Congress, of regimental staff officers of the volunteers and militia when 
called into the service of the Confederate States. 

It is further advised that inasmuch as the State of Yirginia has put 
into efficient organization the various departments of the military §taff 
essential for the comfort and efficiency of an army in the field, the Gov¬ 
ernor tender to the President of the Confederate States the services of 


* SftA Usvifl to T.etcher June 2, p. 133. 
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the officers of their yarious departments for duty in the Confederate 
service, temporarily or permanently, as the exigencies of the public 
service may require. 

It is further advised that the Governor submit to the President a 
respectful request that he will facilitate the prompt removal to Fay- 
etteville, S'. 0., of the rifle machinery captured at HarpeFs Ferry, 
loaned by the State of Virginia to the State of Sorth Carolina. 

It is further advised that the Governor tender to the President the 
services of the Provisional Army of Virginia, to be incorporated, in 
whole or in part, into the Army of the Confederate States, upon such 
terms as may be deemed proper by the President and not inconsistent 
with the terms of the convention between the State of Virginia and 
the Confederate States, and may best subserve the public interest, or 
to be used as the other forces of the State are used, in the common 
defense. 

# . . 

JOHN LETOHEB. 

[ 2 .] 


Tuesday, June 4,1861.* 

Present, John J. Allen, president; P. H. Smith, M. F. Maury, E. L. 
Montague, and T. 8. Haymond. 

The council had before them the following papers: 

Richmonu, Jme 4, 1861, 

The committee, appointed by resolution of council of 3d instant, to confer with the 
President of the Confederate States on certain points embraced in the terms of the 
resolution adopted, beg leave to report: 

1. That the President is willing to accept the tender of services of the volunteers 
of Virginia by companies, battalions, squadrons, or regiments, and, if by regiments, 
reserving to the State the appointment of all regimental officers, this reservation 
giving to the State no power to appoint general or staff officers. 

2. That the President is unwilling to bind himself by any pledge or other obliga¬ 
tion with respect to the officers of the Army and Navy of the United States who 
have retired or may retire therefrom and have entered or may enter the service of the 
State of Virginia beyond that implied in his note to the Governor of Virginia of June 
2,1861, herewith submitted as a ]^art of this report. By this letter it is understood 
that the President does not feel himself bound to issue commissions to the officers of 
the ^my and Navy of the United States who have entered or may enter the service 
of Virginia, or to follow the rule prescribed by the ordinance of convention in refer¬ 
ence to their relative rank when they are appointed into the Confederate service. 
He may reverse the grade of these officers by appointing an officer now of inferior 
rank to a higher grade than another officer who may have ranked him in the U. S. 
service, but whenever officers are appointed to the same grade their relative rank 
will not be reversed. 

3. The President signifies his willingness to accept the services of the officers, 
seamen, and marines of the Virginia navy as troops of Virginia now in service for 
the war. 

4. The President is willing to accept the services of the Virginia troops by the 
mustering rolls of the Virginia mustering officer without the necessity of a remuster, 
and he deems a general order from the Governor of Virginia directing a transfer to 
bis authority of all the military and naval forces of the State as expedient, that he 
may be formally invested with the authority conferred upon him as President by the 
Provisional Constitution of the Confederate States. 

In submitting this report this committee do not wish to be considered as agreeing 
to or dissenting from the positions assumed by the President. 

JOHN J. ALLEN. 

FRANCIS H. SMITH. 

M. F. MAURY. 


*From proceedings of Advisory Council of the State of Virginia. 
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The note of President Davis, made a part of the committee’s report, 
is as follows: ? p- r- ? 


His Excellency John Letcher, 

Governor of the State: 


Richmond, June 1861 , 


I have the honor to acknowledge yonrs of yesterday, inclosing two advisory com¬ 
munications from yonr council to yourself as the basis of your tender to the Confed« 
erate States, by regiments, of all the volunteer forces which have been or may be mus¬ 
tered into the service of Virginia and all seamen and marines in said service, and all 
quartermaster’s and commissary stores now in possession of said State, and also to 
tender the use of all the public property, naval stores, munitions of war, &c., acquired 
from the United States and now in possession, except the machinery for the manu- 
lacture of arms captured at Harper’s Perry. Thanking Your Excellency and council 
for the readiness with which you have met the wants of the common defense, most 
pressing upon us because of the invasion of Virginia, I hope to be pardoned for 
suggesting that the machinery at Harper’s Ferry is essential for the speedy prepara¬ 
tion for both repair and construction of small-arms, and if it can be used for that 
purpose more beneficially to the public interest by retaining it in the possession of 
the State, to urge upon you a more effectual protection for it than it now enjoys. 
Public buildings and all other public property captured from the United States must 
be the subject of future settlement with the United States Government, should nego¬ 
tiations ever take place between the two Governments. The machinery at Harper’s 
Ferry in that respect will not constitute an excortV.". rrf* 7'nless the officers and 
employ<Ss of Virginia can, better than those of ( on »' (r.‘ ■ States, secure it and 
make it tributary to the public interest, I respectfully submit whether it had not bet¬ 
ter be put in the general condition which you have given to other public property 
similarly situated. In relation to the proposition concerning officers who have left 
the service of the United States and entered the Army or Navy of Virginia, I can 
only say that the^ Congress of the Confederate States secured by law to officers of the 
Army thus entering the service, so far as they were of the same grade, they should 
have the same relative rank in this service as the one they left. The reason of the 
rule would equally apply to officers of the Navy, and I do not anticipate its being 
either disregarded or violated. But the Confederate authority has been invested 
with discretionary power both as to the acceptance of the services of officers who 
may resign from the United States and in filling original vacancies. To determine 
the gx'ade which should be given to such officers, I can only say that it is not proba¬ 
ble that any officer thus accepted will be appointed to a lower grade than that he 
held in the service of the United States. The only right, however, which I can 
recognize is that of transfer, according to the existing law of Congress, of officers 
with the troops to which they have been appointed. 


Yours, most respectfully. 


JEFF’N DAVIS. 


After considering these papers, the council adopted the following 
advice: 

Advised unanimously that the Governor of Yirginia forthwith direct 
by general orders a transfer to the authorities of the Confederate 
States, by regiments, of all the volunteer forces which have been mus¬ 
tered into the service of the State, and direct a like transfer by regi¬ 
ments of all other volunteers or militia as the same shall be formed and 
their services may be required. 

It is further advised that the Governor direct by general order a 
transfer to the authority of the Confederate States of all the officers, 
seamen, and marines of the Provisional Navy of Virginia for service in 
the Confederate States. 

Waiving for the present any objection to the constitutionality of so 
much of the ninth section of the act of the Provisional Congress, 
approved March 6, 1861, as provides for the appointment by the Pres¬ 
ident, by and with the advice and consent of the Congress, of regimental 
staff officers of the volunteers and militia when called into the service 
of the Confederate States, it is farther advised that, inasmuch as the 
State of Yirginia has put into efficient organization the various depart¬ 
ments of the military staff essential tor the comfort and efficiency of an 
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army in the field, the Governor tender to the President of the Confed¬ 
erate States the services of the of8.cers of their various departments for 
duty in the Confederate service, temporarily or permanently, as the 
exigencies of the public service may require. It is further advised that 
the Governor submit to the President a respectful request that he will 
facilitate the prompt removal to Fayetteville, 'H. C., of the rifle machin¬ 
ery captured at Harper’s Ferry, loaned by the State of Virginia to the 
State of I^orth Carolina. It is further advised that the Governor ten¬ 
der to the President the services of the Provisional Army of Virginia, to 
be incorporated, in whole or in part, into the Army of the Confederate 
States upon such terms as may be deemed proper by the President and 
not inconsistent with the terms of the convention between the State of 
Virginia and the Confederate States and may best subserve the public 
interest, or to be used as the other forces of the State are used, in the 
common defense. 

The following was proposed to be adopted: The council advise that 
the Governor be authorized to contract for erecting a telegraph line 
from Staunton to Charleston in the Kanawha Valley, provided that the 
average cost shall not exceed $62.50 per mile. Whereupon, on motion 
of Mr. Montague, the proposed advice was laid on the table, Messrs. 
Smith and Maury voting against laying it on the table. 

The following was then proposed and adopted, Messrs. Allen and 
Haymond dissenting: Advised that the Governor contract for the erec¬ 
tion forthwith of a line of telegraph from Staunton to Lewisburg, pro¬ 
vided the same may be done at a cost not exceeding $62.50 per mile. 

Advised unanimously that the companies of Texas Bangers now in 
this city be ordered, under the command of some suitable officer, to the 
defense of the Kanawha Valley, and that the officer commanding in 
that section be further directed to call out volunteers from the counties 
of Greenbrier, Fayette, Nicholas, Logan, Wyoming, Boone, Cabell, 
Wayne, and Ealeigh for the defense of that region, said volunteers to 
be armed with their own rifles or such weapons as may be collected for 
this service. 

JOHK J. ALLEK. 

FEAKCIS H. SMITH. 

M. F. MAIJET. 

EO. L. MONTAGUE. 

[2.] T. S. HAYMOND. 


War Departiuent, C. S. A., 

Richmond^ June 5, 1861. 

His Excellency Johk Letohee, 

Bielmondj Ya.: 

Sir : The convention entered into on the 25th of April, 1861, between 
the Commonwealth of Virginia and the Confederate States contained 
the following stipulation: 

Until the union of said Commonwealth with said Confederacy shall he perfected, 
and said Commonwealth shall become a member of said Confederacy, according to 
the constitutions of both powers, the whole military force and military operations, 
offensive and defensive, of said Commonwealth, in the impending conflict with the 
United States, shall be under the chief control and direction of the President of said 
Confederate States, upon the same principles, basis, and footing as if said Common¬ 
wealth were now and during the interval a member of said Confederacy, 

By the terms of this conventiou the control of the military operations 
within this State is explicitly transferred to the Confederate Govern- 
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ment. It is the desire of the President to assume this control accord¬ 
ing to the spirit of the convention without delay. I therefore feel it 
my duty to invite your attention to this matter, and to request that the 
military force now in the service of the State of Virginia be placed 
under the direction and made subject to the orders of the President of 
the Confederate States. Until this is done, that unity and harmony of 
action so essential to success can hardly be attained. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. P. WALKEPt, 

[2.] Secretary of War, 


General Orders, ^ Headquarters Coast Defenses, 

> Southern Depart^ient, 

No. 13. ) Wilmington^ K, C., June 5, 1861, 

1. In pursuance of the order* above given, the undersigned hereby 
assumes command of the Southern Department of the Coast Defenses 
of the State. 

2. All communications on business connected with the department 
will be addressed to this city. 

0. C. TEW, 

[2.] Colonel Second Infantry^ North Carolina State Troops. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General'S Office, 

No. 65. ] Eielmond^ Va., June 6,1861. 

V. Colonel Gartrell’s Seventh Eegiment Georgia Volunteers will 
proceed to Harper^s Perry, Va., and report for duty to Brig. Gen. 
Joseph E. Johnston, commanding. 

* **#### 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[2.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. of the Virg-inia Porces, 

No. 184. J Eichmondy Va., June 6.1861. 

Captain Shumaker’s company of artillery; the Twentieth Eegiment 
Virginia Volunteers, under Lieutenant-Colonel Crenshaw; the Twenty- 
third Eegiment Virginia Volunteers, and the battalion Virginia Volun¬ 
teers under Colonel Pulkerson will proceed to Staunton as soon as the 
quartermaster’s department can make the necessary arrangements for 
their transportation, and report to Major Harman. 

By order of Major-General Lee: 

E. S. GAENETT, 

[2, ] Adjutant- General. 


Executive Department, 

Eichmond^ June 6^ 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War: 

Dear Sir : Your letter to the Governor has just been received.t His 
Excellency desires me to say that a proclamation will be issued to-mor- 


See Special Orders, No. 8, June 1, p. 125. 


t See June 5, p. 134. 
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vo^ morning transferring all our troops, ordnance stores, &c., to the 
Government of the Confederate States. As soon as an inventory can 
be taken of our ordnance stores, they will be delivered to you. 

Yery respectfiQly, 

GREENLEE DAVIDSON, 

[2.] Aide to Oovernor Letcher, 


Norfolk, Ya., June 1861, 

His Excellency John W. Ellis, 

Governor of North Carolina^ Raleigh^ N, G,: 

Governor : I hope to get off to-morrow with some guns, ammuni¬ 
tion, engineers, laborers, and intrenching tools for the batteries at Oregon 
and New Inlets and on Roanoke Island. Mr. D. S. Walton will accom¬ 
pany me. 1 would commend him to you as well qualified for a commis¬ 
sion in the engineer corps, with the rank of captain. I am, and have 
been, attending to the duties of engineer and ordnance officer to the 
neglect, I fear, of the general objects of my command. I feel quite 
anxious to get to New Berne, where I can be in correspondence with 
headquarters, organize and send forward the troops to their respective 
stations, and make myself cognizant of my command. I would respect- 
fally urge upon Tour Excellency an efficient organization of the engineer 
and ordnance departments. I will do all I can, but really I cannot 
undertake in their details to be held responsible for those departments. 
I have the honor to be, Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 

WALTER GWYNN, 

• Brigadier-General, Gomdg, Northern Dept, of the Goast Defenses, 

[!•] 


Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Ofeioe, 

No. 66. ) Richmond, June 7,1861. 

* * # # # * 

II. Colonel Ramsey’s regiment of Georgia Volunteers will proceed to 
Staunton, Ya., and report for duty to Brig. Gen. R. S. Garnett, com¬ 
manding'. 

######« 

YI. Colonel Cash’s regiment of South Carolina Volunteers will repair 
to Manassas Junction, Ya., and report for duty to Brigadier-General 
Beauregard, commanding. 

^ ^ ^ * # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[2.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Steamer Fairfield, June 9, 1861, 
General Gwynn appeals to the county of Currituck to assist in the 
coast defenses: 

The citizens of Currituck should be up and doing in the cruel war 
that is upon the South. We are called on to defend our firesides and 
families against a stealthily encroaching and unscrupulous foe. Their 
obvious aim is to take all they can and to hold all they take. Then let 
all patriots do what they can to resist and repel such a foe. The com¬ 
manding general wants men and implements for constructing fortifica¬ 
tions. If men and implements for labor be furnished, the coast of North 
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Carolina can be and shall be promptly prepared for a successful resist¬ 
ance. This appeal is to the citizens of Currituck County to send labor¬ 
ers, slaves or free negroes, to be put in charge of Maj. D. S. Walton, at 
Boanoke Island. Send them on at once. Delay is dangerous. It will 
be made known when he has enough. Let the laborers be furnished 
with as many tools as can be spared from the farms of their owners. 
They shall be taken care of and returned when the work is done. To 
prevent any mistake or want of knowledge where the laborers are 
required, the commanding general repeats the direction that it is 
designed that they will report to Maj. B. S. Walton, at Boanoke Island. 
The tools required are axes, spades, shovels, picks, grubbing hoes, and 
the like. The hands should bring blankets and cooking utensils with 
them. A strict account of the time will be kept, for which the State 
of N'orth Carolina will pay a fair price. 

WALTEE GWYN-NT, 

J^Hgadier-General^ Comdg. Northern Dept, of the Goaet Defenses. 

[ 1 -] 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General's Office, 

68. ) Ric\mond^ Jxine 10^ 1861. 

##*##** 

YII. The battalion of Zouaves from Louisiana under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Coppens will proceed to Yorktown, Ya., and report to Col. J. B. 
Magruder, commanding. 

YIII. Eight companies of the volunteers from Alabama will also 
proceed to Yorktown, and with the two companies from that State now 
at Gloucester Point will constitute a regiment, to be commanded by 
Col. John A. Winston. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO. WITHEES, 

[2.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eiohmond, June li, 1861. 

Capt. Thomas G. Williams, C. S. Army, 

Lynchburg^ Va. : 

Order the men from Kentucky for Colonel Duncan’s regiment to 
Harper’s Ferry, and furnish them with transportation. The 1,000 men 
referred to in your telegram of to-day will be retained until further 
advised. Eeport by telegraph the description of troops as they arrive, 
so that it may be determined here what route they shall take, and hold 
them in Lynchburg for orders. 

S. COOPEE, 

[2.1 Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Steamer Stag, Bound to Ocracohe^ June 11 j 1861. 

His Excellency John W. Ellis, 

Governor of State of North Carolina^ Raleigh^ N. G.: 

Governor : On my arrival at Kew Berne I will report to you fully. 
The object of this present writing is to inform you that I obtained a 
full supply of guns and shot at Norfolk, but only 4,000 pounds of pow¬ 
der and some small ordnance stores. On my way I called at Currituck 
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Court-House and ordered two companies, whicli I found organized 
there, to rej)air to Oregon Inlet and to report to Major Walton for duty 
in constructing the battery. I examined that inlet. I have sent for- 
y^ard to-day to that inlet from Hatteras Inlet seventy-one hands, 
besides others which no doubt left Currituck to-day, and from the 
arrangements which I have made I doubt not in the course of a few 
days the defenses will have been comm^ced, and also at Loggerhead 
and Kew Inlets, all with a good and efficient force. In order more 
fully to communicate my views, I will, as soon as I arrange matters at 
New Berne, report to you at Raleigh and communicate matters ver¬ 
bally, which if reduced to writing would perhaps occupy too much of 
Your Excellency’s time, without being so satisfactory. I find a patri¬ 
otic si^irit prevailing at every point I have touched, and an earnest 
and anxious desire to defend the honor of the State and repel the mer¬ 
cenary and remorseless foe with which we are contending. God and 
the people, I believe and trust, will defend the right, and the people, I 
am sure, will not begrudge the cost. 

I have the honor to be, Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 

WALTER GWYNN, 

Brigadier-Generalj Gomdg, Northern of the Coast Defenses. 

(Note. —On arriving in New Berne General Gwynn went right on 
to Raleigh and made report in person and left Col. R. R. Collier in 
charge.) 

JAS. SIMMONS, 

[4.] Military Secretary. 


Richmond, June 12^ 1861. 

Henry B. Kelly, 

New Orleans^ La.: 

The regiment reported by you armed and equipped is received for 
the war. Cause it to be mustered into service and proceed with it to 
Lynchburg, 

S. COOPER, 

[2.] Adjutant and Insjgector General. 


Executive Department, 

Baleigh^ June 13,1861. 

His Excellency Governor Perry: 

Sir: Your dispatch by the Hon. Mr. Banks was received to-day. 
We have had many applications for arms from various sources. We 
have supplied Virginia with some 11,000 stand because she was threat¬ 
ened on all sides, and in addition to our duty and desire to aid her 
the defense of Virginia was the defense of North Carolina. Other 
applications have been refused. No refusal gives us more real regret 
and pain than that to our kindred in Florida, a State which, from close 
connection with our people, has so much of our sympathy. The number 
of volunteers taking the field here creates uneasiness, lest we so reduce 
our number of guns that we cannot arm our own forces. Such is the 
state of public opinion here that at present it would be unwise to part 
with a single gun. I have, however, to suggest to Your Excellency that 
you send on your regiment. Let it pass through Raleigh, N. G.^ will 
see that they have something to fight with. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 


JOHN W. ELLIS. 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 71. j Bichmond, June 14,1861. 

* 

lY. Captains Dorsey’s and Murray’s companies of the Virginia State 
forces are transferred to the Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States, and will proceed at once to Harper’s Ferry, where they will join 
the eight other companies of Maryland Volunteers now in service, and 
with them constitute a regiment of the Maryland Line, 

* * # # # * ^ 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JhTO. WITHEES, 

[2.] Assist cm t Adjutant- Oenerah 


Harper’s Perry, Ju7ie 14^ 1864. 

(Via Manassas.} 

President Jeeeerson Davts: 

Your dispatch was received last night. Two regiments, under 
Colonel Hill, have already left for Winchester. The command is pre¬ 
pared to follow, but has been detained from the want of motive power 
on the railroad. I have burnt the Potomac bridge. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 

[2.] General. 


Grove's Laisding, Jmie 14 , 1861 . 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-General G. S. Army, Richmond, Ya.: 

Sir: I have carefully examined the various points of defense on 
James Eiver below here as far as it was possible with my own eyes. 
When that could not be done 1 have inquired of the steam-boat cap¬ 
tains in the habit of running on this river, and I am satisfied that if 
the guns were taken from Fort Powhatan and placed at Day’s Point, 
just below Burwell’s Bay, they would be much more useful. No ship, 
i am told, could pass that point if protected by a battery. It is on the 
right bank of James Eiver. If this be ordered, and done at once, it 
would strengthen us here very much. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGETJDEE, 

Colonel, Commanding. 

The Harriet Lane is now lying off this point, and several visits have 
been made to it for the purpose of utilizing it, which has bee% done. 
If we do not occupy it at once it will be occupied by the enemy, ^uo 
will establish a base, then attempt to seize the railroad. As it can be 
done by us with the greatest ease, I respectfully recommend that it be 
done at once. I also see from this point the necessity of the steamer 
Teazer, now in our naval service, anchoring at night between this 
point and the Stone House wharf, and keeping in the dy at or near 
Stone House wharf, to prevent the steam canal-boats of the enemy, 
which carry 1,000 men each, from stealing up in the night and landing 
large bodies of troops without the knowledge of any one, which they 
can do if the utmost vigilance is not enjoined on the commander of this 
vessel to prevent it. j B M 


[ 2 .] 
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Eichmond, June 14^ 1861, 

Oapt. Thomas G, Williams, 

Lynchburg^ Ya,: 

Eegiments arriving at Lynchburg armed and equipped will be sent to 
Manassas Junction to report to General G. T. Beauregard. Eegiments 
and companies that are unarmed will be reported by telegraph and 
detained at Ljnichburg for orders. 

S. OOOPEE, 

[2.] Adjutant and Inspector Ge^ieral. 


Special Oeders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Eo. 72. 3 Richmond, June 15,1861, 

* * # # 

II. Lieut. OoL George Deas, assistant adjutant-general, will report 
for duty to General E. E. Lee, in this city. 

****** * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEE8, 

[2.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Eiohmond, June 15,1861. 

Governor J. E. Brown, 

Atlanta, Ga.: 

The Einth Eegiment of Georgia Volunteers will proceed to Eich- 
mond, where it will be mustered into service. 

L. P. WALKBE. 

[ 2 .] 


Eiohmond, June 15,1861. 

Lieut. Ool. L. Lay, 

Siasth Regiment Jjouisiana Volunteers, LyncKburg; 

Tour regiment will proceed to Manassas Junction and report to 
General Beauregard. 

L, P. WALKEE. 


[ 2 .] 


PROCLAMATION. 


• HEADQTrAH,TERS, 

Torktown, June 15,1861. 

In virtue of the authority of the Governor of the State, I hereby call 
into active service the entire militia force of the Sixty-eighth and One 
hundred and fifteenth Eegiments. The officers of these regiments and 
the men under their command will rendezvous at Torktown by the 
24th of this month, fully organized, and there report to the command¬ 
ing officer of department. This order does not include officers and 
men now members of volunteer companies. The adjutants of these 
regiments will cause these orders to be distributed forthwith to their 
respective regiments. 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDBE, 

[2.] Colonel, Commamding. 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp, General’s Oepiob, 

} . Bichmond, June 17,1861. 

^ ***** # 

Joukins’ Fifth Regiment South Carolina Volunteers will 
proceed to Manassas Junction, Va., and report to Brigadier-G-eneral 
Beauregard, commanding. 

******* 

By comroand of the Secretary of War: 

Jli^'O. WITHERS, 

[^•l Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Bubeait of Orbnanoe and Hydbog-eaphy, 

^ ^ 18j 1861, 

General R, E. Lee, 

Commanding Forces,^ (&e., RicTimond: 

General : In reply to your letter of this date, I have to state that 
the commandant of the Norfolk yard has been directed to furnish as 
early as possible eight 32-pounders of 2,700 weight, and carriages for ten 
42-pounder carronades now in this city. Also four large-sized launches 
and cutters for the defenses of York River. Fifty 10 and 15 second 
fuse-shells were sent to Yorktown yesterday. A supply of 8-inch grape 
will be furnished to that battery as soon as they are received from 
Norfolk. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. N. INGRAHAM, 

[2.] Chief of the Bureau, 


Navy Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond^ June 19^ 1861, 

Hon. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War, Richmond^ Ya,: 

Sir : The steamer Northampton has been turned over to this Depart¬ 
ment by the State of Virginia, This is a substantial vessel, and is 
employed exclusively as an army transport on the James River, and I 
have directed that she be transferred to the War Department, 

With much respect, I am, your obedient servant, 

S. R. MALLORY, 

[2.1 Secretary of the Navy, 


e 

Headquarters Department of Fredericksburg-, 

Broohe’s Station^ June 19y 1861, 

Col. George Deas, 

Assistant Adjutant-Generalj C, S, Army: 

Colonel: General Lee’s letter in answer to mine to the adjutant- 
general is received. In answer, I have respectfully to state that the 
command at Mathias Point is only designed to prevent marauding 
expeditions and to encourage immigration from Maryland. I have no 
guns to place in battery there, neither have I the force necessary to 
defend two points so remote from each other against an effort of the 
enemy to land in force for the purpose of invasion. The erection of the 
battery would cost much time and money, as it would imply a long 
jby^DSportation of columbiads over bad roads. The Arkansas and 



142 


MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. LXin. 

Tennessee regiments are suffering very much with measles and diar¬ 
rhoea, and I have caused a large hospital to be prepared in Fredericks¬ 
burg for them, and have appointed Surgeon McOlenahan, of the l^avy, 
medical director. I respectfully ask for the order the approval of the 
general commanding. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. H. HOLMES, 

[2.] Brigadier‘General^ Commanding, 


Eichmonb, June 19^ 1861, 


Hon. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : According to your request, I submit in writing the suggestions 
I made verbally to you yesterday. I need not urge upon you the 
supreme importance of recovering Korthwesteru Virginia from the 
enemy. Hor can it be necessary to invoke your sympathy for the many 
loyal people there who are now subject to the brutal oppression of 
traitors and mobs sustained by a Northern army. That country is too 
generally regarded both by our Mends and our enemies as wholly dis¬ 
loyal. It is not so. But a defenseless population, separated by dis¬ 
tance and mountains from the main strength of the South, exposed to 
invasion on almost every side, actually overrun by an army of 12,000 
or 15,000 men, and left without efficient support, could not offer resist¬ 
ance to the great States of Ohio and Pennsylvania, backed by the 
northwestern States and the Federal Government. They have yielded 
to invasion and they submit to the schemes of a minority, who derive 
support from the invaders. I am well satisfied that a decided majority 
)f the citizens of the northwest are loyal, but if they are left long to 
aaintain single handed, or without adequate assistance, the unequal 
ontest with the great States around them, they may, in m.ere despair, 
:o over to the enemy, and that country may become irreconcilably 
Lisaffected to the South or abandoned by the loyal men who prefer 
xile to submission. With most of the people there now the real 
mbarrassment arises from a general belief that the South cannot sus- 
jain itself against the north, at least in that country. Becent circum¬ 
stances have tended to confirm that belief. An inadequate force 
sent there now will confirm it absolutely. It is of the utmost 
importance that the force sent, and to be sent at once, shall signally 
demonstrate the strength of the South, and shall be able to drive the 
enemy back. This is the very crisis in the fate of that great, populous, 
and valuable section of Virginia. With the people there on our side 
the country will be easily held 5 with the people against us and the 
enemy in possession it will be as easily held by them. The habitual 
sentiments of a majority of the people are still with us, but being with¬ 
out arms or organization, and almost without hope of support, they 
cannot rescue themselves, and they cannot render aid to our cause until 
they are rescued. The enemy's forces there must be beaten, if not 
expelled, before any large accession to our military strength can be 
furnished by the people of the country. The enemy once beaten, they 
will supply a large number of men for future defense. It must be 
obvious that if the force now on its way thither shall be obliged to act 
merely on the defensive or in petty skirmishes, awaiting accessions from 
the people there, the enemy, already in possession, with its prestige of 
success, having command of the railroads and being near to Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, can strengthen himself much more rapidly than we can 
expect our force to be strengthened by volunteers of the country. It 
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will still remain in tlie eyes of those people a hopeless contest. They 
toow that the loyal people of that country can never defend Western 
Virginia against the great States adjacent to them and the traitors 
among themselves unless they are assisted by a large force from other 
quarters. In my humble opinion, it is absolutely necessary for the 
^covery of the Sforthwest that at least 10,000 men (including General 
Garnett’s present force) shall be sent there independent of the volunteers 
expected to be received in the West. Every day’s delay in furnishing 
^ adequate force will render a larger and still larger force necessary. 
With regard to the nature of the force to be sent, I have only to suggest 
that very little artillery will be useful and that a large number of 
mounted riflemen could be employed with immense advantage. Permit 
me to add that I will cheerfully aid in bringing the loyal citizens of the 
!Northwest to the active support of the South, but that I cannot hope 
to have much success until the pow'er of the South shall be demonstrated 
and the impressions produced by recent occurrences shall be somewhat 
counteracted. 

Very respectfully, CHARLES W. RUSSELL. 

[ 2 .] 


Headquarters, 
Winchester^ Uu., June 20^ 1861. 

General Samuel Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector Geyieral: 


General: Colonel Jackson, with a field battery and four regiments 
of Vir^nia Volunteers, is at Martinsburg; Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart, 
with six companies of Virginia cavalry, between that place and the 
Potomac; seven battalions are near this place; three battalions under 
CoL A. P. Hill are on the road toward Romney, and a battalion under 
Lieut. CoL G. H. Steuart, detached to Harper’s Ferry. There are three 
field batteries with the battalions here. The enemy’s movements can¬ 
not be ascertained accurately. Yesterday Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart 
reported him encamped around Williamsport. He was informed by a 
well-recommended clergyman that he had met 5,000 or 6,000 on the 
way froni Williamsport to Chambersburg going, they said, to Washing¬ 
ton. This morning Colonel Stuart reports that a regiment of infantry 
has returned to our side of the river. All the information I could 
obtain from this vicinity in Maryland, and from friends in Baltimore, 
was to the effect that 18,000 men would advance from Chambersburg 
to co-operate with an army from Ohio. My belief in these reports pre¬ 
vented me from availing myself of an opportunity to strike a hard 
blow. General CadwaladePs forces which crossed the Potomac proba¬ 
bly scarcely exceeded 8,000. The population bordering the Potomac in 
Virginia is all hostile to us; they inform the enemy of every movement 
of ours, while we know nothing of his but what we see. I send two 
prisoners taken by one of Colonel Stuart’s men opposite Williamsport 
yesterday. They represented themselves to be a lieutenant-colonel and 
private acting as colonel’s secretary. Tour main re-enforcements, I 
doubt not, should go to General Beauregard. A few mounted compa¬ 
nies are much wanted here. We have not the number required for 
picket service. If this want can be supplied, I beg that it may be. I 
had the pleasure to receive 8,000 cartridges this morning, and your 
letter of the 18th. 


Most respectfully, 


J. E. JOHl^rSTOK, 


Brigadier-Geney'dl^ G. S. Army. 


[ 2 ,] 
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Geneeal Orders, ; Diyision Headquarters, 

Ho. 25. } Yorktown^ June 20^ 1861. 

I. The following assignment of posts is hereby made, viz: Torktown, 
Col. D. H. Hill, First Horth Carolina Eegiment; Williamsburg, Col. T. P. 
August, Fifteenth Yirginia Yolunteers; Gloucester Point, Col. Charles 
A. Crump, Twenty-sixth Yirginia Yolunteers; Jamestown Island, Col, 
J. G, Hodges, Fourteenth Eegiment. The three first-named command¬ 
ing officers will send to these headquarters a field return of the troops 
under their command as soon as possible. The field officers of Yirginia 
Yolunteers will be given by name. The commanding officers of these 
posts will make reports every three days of the progress of the defensive 
works under their command. The commanding officer at Jamestown 
Island will make a special report of the number and caliber of the guns 
mounted, the quantity and description of ammunition on hand, and the 
state of the defenses of the island generally. 

II. Lieutenant-Colonel Ewell having been assigned to the special duty 
of erecting fortifications in the vicinity of Williamsburg in conjunction 
with Captain Eives, engineer, will continue the discharge of this duty, 
and will also command the Peninsula Guard, of whom he will make a 
special report, to be embraced in Colonel August’s field returns. 

III. Colonel August will cause the works at Grove’s Landing, Sprat- 
ley’s farm. King’s Mill, and Tutter’s Heck to be prosecuted with the 
greatest vigor. Such additional works as Colonel Ewell may consider 
necessary after consulting with Captain Eives will be erected by the 
regiments under Colonel August and Lieutenant-Colonel Ewell. In 
addition to such other labor as he may be able to procure. Colonel Ewell 
will increase, if possible, the number of hired laborers on the public 
works. 

lY. Six wagons are assigned to Colonel August’s regiment and four 
to Colonel Ewell’s. This distribution is made in consequence of the 
difference of distance from Williamsburg. The means of transportation 
being under the exclusive control of the commanding officer of the 
department, no wagons or other means of transportation shall be 
diverted from their proper destination without his authority. . 

V. In consequence of the inadequacy of the means of transportation, 
the following rule will be adopted and rigidly enforced, and it is made 
the duty of commanding officers personally to see that it is carried out: 
First. When troops move they will carry in their haversacks two days’ 
provisions, one of which shall be cooked. When hard bread cannot be 
obtained the flour will be carried in wagons. Second. Cooking utensils 
to be carried in wagons, and to consist of the following articles and in 
the following quantities, viz, two mess-pans or frying-pans and two 
camp kettles to fifteen men. Ho tents will be carried when lumber can 
be procured to make huts, unless specially ordered. Ho trunks for offi¬ 
cers—carpet-bags only. Ho chests of any kind, except for ammunition 
or medical supplies. Ho knapsacks, haversacks, clothing, or blankets 
will be carried in wagons. 

YI. All leaves of absence to officers and furloughs to soldiers not 
exceeding seven days will be signed by commanding officers of posts 
without reference to the officer commanding department. It is enjoined 
upon commanding officers of posts, colonels of regiments, and captains 
to be more stringent than has been their custom in granting leaves of 
absence and passes. Passes given by one commanding officer to citizens 
will be recognized by another unless for special reasons. It is expected 
that commanding officers will take every opportunity to have their 
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commands tliorouglily drilled in company and battalion drill. The 
aetaals lor works on trenches and other fatigue duty is no reason why 
ttose not on such duty should not be drilled as usual three times a day. 
There wdl be at least one dress parade a day in each regiment and bat¬ 
talion, at which all orders will be read. Orderly sergeants will call 
upon the adjutants of the regiments for orders at 2 o’clock each day, 
and communicate the same to their captains. Guard-mounting will 
t^e place each morning at a prescribed hour. Officers of the day, 
officers of the guard will be present, and guards will be turned off as 
prescribed in the regulations, the music of each regiment being on the 
right. 


4 “^^ requisitions, except for ordnance stores and transportation, 
will be signed by commanding officers of posts. For these the approval 
of the commanding officer of the department will be needed. 

YIII, General courts-martial will be ordered by the commanding offi¬ 
cer of the department. Eegimental and garrison courts by officers 
commanding regiments and posts. 

IX. The following are announced as the staff of the colonel command- 
nig the department, viz: Maj. G. B. Cosby, adjutant-general; Captain 
Bloomfield, chief quartermaster; Captain Higgins, chief commissary; 
Doctor Crowell, medical director; Lieutenant Staiiard and Cadet Magru- 
.der, aides-de-camp; Lieutenant Otey, ordnance officer. Maj. George 
Wray is attached to the staff', and will have charge of the civil affairs 
connected with this command. Captain Higgins and Captain Bloom¬ 
field will perform the duties of post commissary and quartermaster at 
Yorktown. All these officers will be obeyed and respected accordingly, 

X. Colonel Hill will select his post staff and establish his headquar¬ 
ters either in his own camp or in some building in town which he will 
select. He will, after consultation with the engineer, submit to the 
commanding officer of the department such further plans of defense as 
he may deem necessary. 

By order of Colonel Magruder: 


[2.J 


G. B. COSBY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters, 
Winchester^ Th., June 21^ 1861, 

General G. S. Mebm, 

Gomdg, Seventh Brigade^ Third Division^ Virginia Militia : 

Sir : Ton will please organize a brigade of two regiments from the 
Third Division of the Virginia Militia. It is of great importance that 
these troops should be organized immediately, as their services maybe 
needed here in a few days. Let each regiment, when formed, march 
without delay to Winchester. 

Tour obedient servant, 

J. E. JOHXSTOX, 
Brigadier-General^ G. S. Army, 


p, g,—In the absence of the 
direct. 


major-general, this order is given you 

J. E. J. 


[2.] 


10 R B — VOL LI, PT II 
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As soon as I can get spades I shall fortify this side of the Poquosin, 
Harrod’s Mill, and Young’s Mill^ and will operate in the lower country 
from that line. The stations of your vedettes will, of course, depend 
upon your own headquarters. My remarks in relation to them are 
advisory. Marrow farm, however, is, I think, an important point, if 
you remain at Bartlett’s or Kit Curtis’. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BAKKHEAD MAaEUDEE, 

[2.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


AN ORDINANCE to cede to the Confederate States the property in and jurisdiction 
over the forts, light-houses, beacons, marine hospital, and mint in North Carolina. 

Section 1. Be it ordained hy the delegates of the peo;ple of North Caro¬ 
lina in convention assemUed^ That the property in all tracts or parcels 
of land, lately held by the United States within the limits of Korth 
Carolina on which were erected any fortifications, light-houses, beacons, 
or marine hospital, and also the lot in the town of Charlotte, in the 
county of Mecklenburg, bn which is situated the buildings of the mint, 
be, and the same are hereby, granted to and vested in the Confederate 
States of America for the like objects, uses, and purposes for which they 
were formerly held by the said United States, to have and to hold the 
same to the said Confederate States so long as they shall severally be 
devoted and applied to such objects, uses, and iiurposes, and no longer. 

Seo. 2 . Be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid^ That all 
armaments, furniture, and machinery, at or in any of such fortifications, 
light-houses, beacons, marine hospital, or mint, are hereby granted to 
and vested in the said Confederate States for the objects, uses, and pur¬ 
poses, and upon the conditions aforesaid. 

Seo. 3. A7id be it further ordained^ That the jurisdiction of the State 
of Korth Carolina over each and all of said tracts or parcels of land 
and the buildings situated thereon is hereby granted to the said Con¬ 
federate States of America, excepting and reserving to this State the 
power to execute within and upon the same civil process in all cases 
and such criminal process as may issue under her authority against per¬ 
sons charged with offenses committed without the limits of said tracts 
or parcels of land, such jurisdiction to be retained by the said Confed¬ 
erate States BO long as the said tracts or parcels of land shall be used 
for the purposes hereinbefore expressed, and no longer. 

Bead three times and passed, June 27,1861. 

W. K. EDWAEDS, 

President of Gonventiofi, 

Teste * 

WALTEE L. STEELE, 

Secretary, 

L. 0. EDWAEDS, 

Assistant Secretary, 

State op Korth Carolina, 

Office of Secretary of State: 

I, Eufas H. Page, Secretary of State in and for the State of Korth 
Carolina, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the orig¬ 
inal ordinance on &e in this office. 

Given under my hand this 28th day of June, 1861. 

EUEUS H. PAGE, 

[2.] Secretary of State, 
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Richmond, Va., June 1861. 

General Robert E. Lee, 

Commanding^ Biclimond^ Ya.: 

Sir ; In accordance witL your request I have the honor to report 
that while watching the IT. S. forces at ^Newport News in the steam 
tender Teazer we sounded through the Swash Channel across BurwelPs 
Bay, but having no instruments fixed no marks for sailing directions nor 
any distances. The upper entrance we found marked by a bush stuck in 
the mud^hich we passed close on the left hand, with nine feet at low 
water. Half a mile below this, steering about south-southeast, one-half 
east, the water deepens to eighteen feet, and continues at that depth 
till we approach the lower entrance, where it shoals to nine feet again. 
The lower entrance is also marked by a pine stake, whmh we leave on 
the left going down, well open with the lower light-house till certain 
landmarks on Day’s Point come on, when we steer for Day’s Neck till 
the water deepens. This lower entrance I estimate to be one mile and 
a half from Day’s Point. The distance across the bay by the Swash 
1 estimate to be six miles j channel straight and wide except at the 
entrafice. The time employed in running it was forty-three minutes, 
while we were sixty-two minutes making the distance by the ships’ 
channel; tide with us each way, about the same strength. I believe 
that the upper entrance might be obstructed, but our examination was 
too hurried to be thorough. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. R. CARTER, 

[2.] Lieutenant^ 0. S. ^avy. 


General Orders, \ Department Headquarters, 

No. 33. ) Yorlctoivn, J%me 27^ 1861. 

Colonel McLaws, of the Confederate Army, will take command of all 
the troops at and in the vicinity of Williamsburg, including King’s 
Mill, Grove’s Landing, Spratley’s farm, &c. He will also see that the 
defenses in that neighborhood are prosecuted with vigor. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ewell will report to Colonel McLaws the exact condition and 
progress of these works, and will give Colonel McLaws all the assist¬ 
ance which his knowledge of the country and the people may enable 
him to do in order that the defenses in the neighborhood of Williams¬ 
burg may be finished without further delay, as well those that are 
commenced as those in contemiilation. Colonel McLaws will make 
immediate requisition for such additional artillery as may be required 
for these works, and particularly for heavy guns, with ammunition for 
the same. He will order all the troops to work on the trenches until 
they are completed, and press the works forward with the utmost pos¬ 
sible vigor. Captain Rives, engineer, is assigned to duty with Colonel 
McLaws, and will communicate to him the plans adopted by him and 
the brigadier-general commanding. Lieutenant-Colonel Ewell will do 
likewise. The station of Colonel August is hereby directed to be 
changed to King’s Mill or Grove’s Landing, at his option. Lieutenant 
Thornton who was ordered to rei)ort to Lieutenant-Colonel Ewell to 
drill the artillery companies at the manual of the piece, and who, it has 
been represented to the brigadier-general commanding, has made no 
progress in this duty, will report to Colonel McLaws, who will direct 
him to take post in camp with the men he is to instruct, and to press 
them on in the knowledge of their duties with the most unremitting 
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industry- Colonel McLaws will make a special report from time to 
time to these headquarters as to the progress of the artillery companies. 
All the held and staff officers of this department will live in the encamp¬ 
ments with their men, except the field and staff connected with the 
headquarters of the department. Surgeons in charge of hospitals and 
chaplains will he allowed to live in quarters. 

By order of Brigadier-General Magruder: 

G. B. COSBY, 

[2«] Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hdqbs. Koethebn Dept, of the Coast Defenses, 

JUfew Berne, June J98, 1861, 

Hon. Wareen Winslow, 

Secretary Military Boards Raleigh, W. G.: 

Sib : I have now examined the whole coast committed to my charge. 
I am proceeding to have batteries erected at the inlets, but the coast 
cannot be defended without mounted artillery and cavalry. I would 
very respectfully suggest the blending of the two corps to the extent 
of giving to each company of cavalry a battery of two 6-pounder and 
two 12-pounder howitzers. The spare dragoons can act as vedettes. 
At least six companies will be required. I beg most respectfully to 
refer you to my report to His Excellency Governor Ellis, bearing date 
30th of May, and inviting his attention to my former report to him on 
the 26th of May [27th of May]. There are scarcely men enough now 
assigned to the department to serve the batteries already erected, and 
none as a reserve to defend them in case of an attack and a success on 
the part of the enemy in effecting a landing. Such force is necessary 
in any well-arranged scheme of shore batteries erected to resist a supe¬ 
rior naval force, I beg only to add that such a force is indispensable 
for the batteries, and that it is useless to keep up those erected and 
much more useless to erect any more without a further supply of troops 
assigned to my command. The Winslow is doing good service, having 
already in a few days made two captures, and clearly the better she 
does in taking prizes the more likely it becomes that an attack will be 
made on some of our batteries by the enemy, and then it will be seen, 
if not sooner, that the forces I am asking ought to have been supplied 
in time. 

By command of Brig. Gen. Walter Gwynn, commanding: 

E. E. OOLLIEE, 

[4. ] Aide de- Gamp. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General^s Office, 

No. 84. 3 Richmond, June 29,1861, 

IX. Oapt. B. P. Alexander, Corps of Engineers, will proceed to 
Manassas Junction, Ya., and report for duty, with his system of sig¬ 
nals, to Brigadier-General Beauregard, commanding. 

By command of the Secretary of War; 

JNO- WITHEES, 

[2.] Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 

Bichnondj June 20^ 1861, 

Maj. H. L. Olay, 0. S. Army, 

Assistant Adjuta7it-6eneral^ Lynchburg^ Ya,: 

Sir : On tlio 14tli instant a telegram was directed to Oapt. Thomas 
G. Williams, then commissary at Lynchburg, directing that regiments 
arriving at Lynchburg armed and equipped should be sent to Manassas 
Junction to report to General G. T. Beauregard, and that regiments 
and companies unarmed would be reported by telegraph and detained 
at Lynchburg for orders. It now becomes necessary to modify these 
instructions, and to require that all troops, armed and unarmed, arriv¬ 
ing at Lynchburg be held there and immediately reported to this office 
for orders. For this purpose you will make to this office daily a tabu¬ 
lar statement of the arrival of all troops at Lynchburg, giving the 
designation of the regiments and companies, the State from which they 
are received, the date of their arrival, whether armed and equipped, 
and whether mustered into service according to the accompanying 
form. You will i)lease direct the companies of the regiment of Georgia 
Yolunteers now arriving at Lynchburg from Eome, Ga., to proceed to 
this place via South Side Eailroad. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. OOOPEE, 

[2.] Adjutaiit and Inspector General, 


Special Orders,*) Hdqbs. Army of the Potomac, 

No. —. ) Manassas Junction^ Jtme 29^ 1861, 

I. The Third Eegiment South Carolina Yolunteers, Colonel Williams, 
will be relieved from the Third Brigade, General Jones, and assi^ed 
temporarily to the First Brigade, General Bonham. Colonel Williams 
will proceed with his regiment to Fairfax Court-House as soon as trans^ 
portation can be furnished and report to General Bonham. 

II. On the arrival of the Third Eegiment South Carolina Yolunteers, 
the First Eegiment South Carolina Yolunteers, Colonel Gregg, will 
proceed to Fairfax Station, where it will hold itself in readiness to be 
transported to some point to be designated hereafter. 

III. On the departure of the First Eegiment South Carolina Yolun¬ 
teers, the Eighth Eegiment South Carolina Yolunteers, Colonel Cash, 
will move to Fairfax Court-House. Its place atGermantown will be sup¬ 
plied by the Eighteenth Eegiment Yirginia Yolunteers, Colonel With¬ 
ers. The latter regiment and the Twenty-eighth. Colonel Preston’s, 
will be held in readiness to support General Bonham’s brigade in case 
of a sudden attack by the enemy with a superior force. Colonel Cocke 
will keep his headquarters at Centerville or transfer them to Colonel 
Preston’s camp. 

lY. On the departure of the Third Eegiment South Carolina Yolun¬ 
teers from Mitchell’s Ford, General Jones will detach a company of his 
brigade to that point to guard the ford. 

By order of Brigadier-General Beauregard: 

SAML. JONES, 

[2.1 Lieutenant-Oolonel and Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Manassas J^inction, Fa-., June 30y 1861. 

flon. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War, Richmond, Ya.: 

Sir: Your letter of tlie 29tli instant is received. By the inclosed 
copy of a letter to General Bonham it will be seen that I had already 
called his attention to the absolute necessity of stopping any informa¬ 
tion to the newspapers relative to the strength or intended operations 
of this army, for, as I tell him, secrecy in war is half the victory.” 
Unfortunately I find that our regulations do not forbid such publica¬ 
tions, and I think the War Department ought to provide for this defi¬ 
ciency as soon as practicable, as well as preventing newspaper reporters 
from coming within several miles of the lines of an army in the field 
and in the presence of an enemy. I have thus far been most industri¬ 
ously circulating exaggerated reports of the strength of the army under 
my command, and the correspondence referred to has probably destroyed 
the result of my labors. The Department may then judge of the disap¬ 
pointment I experienced when the subject was called to my attention. 
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

[IncloBure.] 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Manassas Junction, June 29, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Bonham, 

Commanding, Fairfax Court-House, Fa.: 

General : I send you, to be returned when read, two slips^ of the 
Charleston Mercury of the 25th and 27th instant, containing valuable 
information as to the condition and location of our forces, one of which 
purports to be an extract from the letter of a member of your staff, and 
the other from a correspondent. The first, to say the least, is highly 
improper and prejudicial to the future operations of this army, and the 
last is positively treasonable. I beg to request that you would admon¬ 
ish those under your command not to write anything for public or 
private use relative to the condition and future operations of this army, 
for, if correct, the enemy will take advantage of it, and if incorrect, it 
might as well not be communicated, unless for a special purpose, which 
should be judged of by those in command alone. Moreover, the Army 
Eegulations were most positive on that subject, and should be enforced, 
if still so. I have to request that you would endeavor to find out the 
author of the last communication referred to that he may be ordered 
away from the vicinity of this army forthwith. Secrecy in war is half 
the victory. Unless we can maintain it we might as well disband our 
forces at once under the present circumstances. 

Tours, truly, 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED, 

[2.] Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


- Camp Jackson, 

Hear Wytheville, July [i], 1861. 
His Excellency Francis W. Pickens: 

My Dear Sir : This will be handed to you by my friend Major Gib- 
boney, who visits Charleston and Georgia upon matters of business 


Not found. 
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connected arming my brigade. I commend him to your kind 
attention, and I ask ot you the special favor to render him such aid as 
will enable him to procure for me arms for my people. I have three 
regiments completed and a fourth rapidly forming. I lack l/JOO guns 
to complete my arms. Can you help me ? My men handle the rifle 
with perfect dexterity, and would be most efficient with it; but failing 
to procure that arm I would be content with the percus.sion musket. 
Major Oibboney will attempt to purchase double-barreled guns for my 
cavalry. Have you any sabers you could spare? Four hundred would 
make me happy. If you can spare and help to procure these arms for 
me, I mil give my proinise to return them or a similar number of equal 
arms in the progress of a year. Neither the Confederate Government 
nor the State of Virginia can furnish the arms, and I am fretting 
extremely under the delay caused by their want. Help me in this, my 
dear friend, and you will add another great obligation to those I am 
under to you for countless kindnesses you have shown me for many 
years. 

I am, very truly, your friend, JOHN B. FLOYD. 

P.] 


Hon. Howell Cobb : 


Ca:mp Jackson, 
Near Wytheville, July [1]. 1861. 


My Dear Sir: This note will he handed to you by my friend Maj. 
William Gihbouey, who has most kindly consented to visit the South 
for the purpose of procuring arms, if it be possible, to aim my people, 
who are all ready for the field but for want of arms. I know your Gov¬ 
ernor could furnish them if he would. How can he be influenced to do 
so? I want 1,600 arms, and would greatly prefer rifles; but failing in 
that would be happy to get the percussion musket. I have three regi¬ 
ments in the field and a fourth rapidly organizing. I beseech you to 
give all the aid you can to Major Gibboney in procuring the arms, so 
absolutely essential to me before I can render any aid to the great 
cause. 1 will return the arms, or better ones, in the course of a year; 
so, indeed, it would amount simply to a loan. Add another to the 
countless obligations you have laid me under by helping me in this 
hour of my great need. 

With the kindest wishes for your prosperity and success at all times, 
I am, very truly, your friend, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[2.1 Brigadier-Generalj 0. S, Army. 


Governor T. O. Moore, 

Ifeic Orleans: 

Send the Ninth Eegiment here. 

[ 2 .] 


lllOHMOND, July 3,18G1 


L. P. WALKBE. 


Headqxtaetees, 
Winchester, Ya,, July 2,1801. 

General G. S. Meem, 

Fort Jaelcson, Ya.: 

Sie: I Lave just received your note of the 1st instant. It has just 
beeu reported to me officially that the enemy was at the time of the 
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report crossing the Potomac. Let me therefore impress upon you the 
necessity of the utmost dispatch in moving your brigade to this point. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ J. E. JOHNSTON, 

[2.j Brigadier-General^ G, S. Army. 


Baldwin, Fla., July 3,1861. 

Adjutant-General Cooper, 

Richmond^ Ya.: 

The regiment designed for Virginia will organize at Jacksonville on 
the 10th instant. Will you telegraph Captain Stockton or Captain 
Gibbs to muster in. 

M. S. PEEEY. 


EiohjMOND, Ya., July 5, 1861. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States of America : 

Dear Sir : I have the honor to communicate to you officially the 
inclosed resolutions adopted by the convention of Virginia at its late 
session. I deem it proper to say that these resolutions were adopted 
in secret session, and they have only been communicated to you and to 
the Governor of this Commonwealth. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN L. EUBANK, 
Secretary of the Convention. 


[InclosTire.l 

Eeport of the committee on ^^HarpeFs Ferry machinery, stores,”&c., 
adopted by the convention of Virginia, June 29,1861. 

First, Resolved, That the Governor of the Commonwealth of Vir¬ 
ginia turn over and transfer to the Government of the Confederate 
States, for use during the war, all the machinery and stores captured 
by the Virgiiua forces at Harper’s Ferry, now in the possession of the 
State, reserving the right of property in the same. 

Second. Resolved, That this convention hereby ratifies and confirms 
the act of the Governor of the Commonwealth, authorizing the use 
during the war, by the President of the Confederate States, or those 
acting under his authority for the common defense, of all the public 
property, munitions of war, &c., captured from the United States, 
reserving to the State of Virginia the right of property in the same; 
and the Governor is directed to preserve an inventory of all property 
thus turned over, in order that such of it as may be consumed, injured, 
or destroyed, may be the subject of just account between the State of 
Virginia and the Confederate States. 

Third. Resolved, That the Governor of Virginia be authorized to 
allow the Confederate Government, on such terms as he may deem just 
and reasonable, the use of the Armory building, at Eichmond, for oper¬ 
ating said machinery. 

A true copy. 

JOHN L. EUBANK, 

[2.] Secretary of the Convention. 
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Hob. L. P. Walker^ 

Secretary of War: 


Richmond, Jtdy 6 ^ 1861 , 


Sir : I take the liberty of calling your attention to the accompanying 
papers. Accompanying this letter you will find a copy of a plan for 
organizing secretly a military force for the liberation of the State of 
Maryland. There is also a copy of this plan in cipher. I inclose the 
key. Also a letter to the Hon. S. T. Wallis, of Baltimore, in cipher, 
and a copy. My object in presenting these papers to you is to ascer¬ 
tain the views of the War Department with regard to the proposed 
plan, and to request that, if it is possible, the letter and plan for Mr. 
Wallis may be sent to him as soon as possible. All correspondence 
may, if you desire it, pass through the Department, where it can be 
inspected. I will here state that if the plan succeeds, the moment 
the troops commence active service they will be prepared to enter the 
Confederate Army. 

Hoping that you will give this matter your earliest attention, I have 
the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES D. McGABE, Jr. 


[Inclosure ITo. 1.] 

A flan for the effectual organization of a military force in the State of 
Maryland to co-operate with the Army of the Gonfedei*ate States against 
the U, S. troops. 

In order to assist the 0. S. forces in their operations in Maryland it 
is proposed to organize, with the utmost secrecy, a force to co operate 
with them at such time as the President of the Confederate States 
may designate. The organization is to be carried to perfection by 
appointing certain trustworthy persons in Maryland as officers, and 
authorizing them to enlist men and to hold them in readiness to con¬ 
centrate at such points as shall be designated. The troops shall be 
armed with any weapons that are convenient to them. Shotguns, rifles, 
pistols, anything that is calculated to convey destruction to the enemy, 
may be used to advantage. In the country it may be possible to 
organize companies of cavalry, and it is desirable that as many may be 
formed as possible. The State is to be organized as one division, to be 
commanded by a major-general of division. It is to be subdivided into 
three .brigades, each to be commanded by a brigadier-general. Each 
brigade is to consist of five regiments 5 each regiment of ten companies. 
The State is to be divided as follows: 

First Brigade, —To comprise the following counties: Baltimore County 
(including the city), Harford County, Erederick County (including the 
city), Washington County, and Carroll County. 

Second Brigade,—To comprise the following counties: Howard 
County, Anne Arundel County, Prince George’s County, Calvert 
County, Charles County, and Saint Mary’s County. 

Third Brigade, —Cecil County, Kent County, Queen Anne’s County, 
Talbot County, Dorchester County, Worcester County, Somerset 
County, and Caroline County. 

The subdivision of brigades into regiments is as follows: 

First Brigade, —First and Second Regiments, to be formed in Balti¬ 
more City; Third Regiment, to be formed in Baltimore City and County; 
Fourth Regiment, to be formed in Harford and Carroll Counties,- Fifth 
Regiment, to be formed in Washington and Frederick Counties. 
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Second Brigade ,—First Regiment, to be formed in Anne Arundel and 
Howard Counties 3 Second Regiment, to be formed in Anne Arundel 
and Prince George’s Counties; Third Regiment, to be formed in Calvert 
and Prince George’s Counties; Fourth Regiment, to be formed in Cal¬ 
vert and Charles Counties; Fifth Regiment, to be formed in Charles 
and Saint Mary’s Counties. 

Third Brigade ,—^First Regiment, to be formed in Kent and Cecil 
Counties; Second Regiment, to be formed in Queen Anne’s and Talbot 
Counties; Third Regiment, to be formed in Dorchester County; Fourth 
Kegiment, to be formed in Somerset and Caroline Counties; Fifth Reg¬ 
iment, to be formed in Worcester County. 

The utmost vigilance is to be observed in carrying out these arrange¬ 
ments, as the disclosure or discovery of one circumstance might lead 
to the ruin of the entire scheme. When all is ready and the command 
is given to rally for the defense of Maryland and the South, the various 
regiments will rendezvous at the following places: 

First Br'igade, —First, Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Regiments in 
Baltimore City, where they will remain quiet until ordered to appear 
publicly. 

Second Brigade .—First Regiment, Baltimore City; Second and Third 
Regiments, Pig Point, Calvert County; Fourth Regiment, Huntingtown, 
Calvert County; Fifth Regiment, Washington, on the Patuxent. 

Third Brigade .—First Regiment, Ohestertown, Kent County; Second 
Regiment, Centerville, Queen Anne’s County; Third Regiment, Easton, 
Talbot County; Fourth Regiment, Cambridge, Dorchester County. 

Having met at their different places of rendezvous, it will be abso¬ 
lutely necessary to concentrate the brigades at some point. The First 
Brigade being^ in Baltimore, there will exist no immediate necessity for 
this step. With the Second Brigade the First Regiment will rendez¬ 
vous in Baltimore. Within twelve hours after the appointed time the 
Fifth Regiment of the Second Brigade wiU cross the Patuxent and 
march with all speed upon Huntingtown, where it will meet the Fourth 
Regiment, which will be in readiness. A delay of six hours will be 
given here to afford the men an opportunity to rest themselves; then 
both regiments will without delay push on for Pig Point, in Calvert 
County, where they will be met by the Second and Third Regiments. 
The four regiments thus formed will i>ush on with the utmost speed for 
Baltimore, in order to co-operate with the First Brigade. The utmost 
caution and vigilance will be observed along the route. The men will 
be unencumbered with baggage, each one being supplied with four days’ 
provisions, cooked or uncooked, as the general commanding may think 
best. 

In the Third Brigade the Fourth and Fifth Regiments will, in twelve 
hours after rallying, march with all possible speed to Easton, wliere, 
after a delay of six hours, upon being joined by the Third Regiment, 
the three regiments thus formed will inarch at once for Centerville. 
After a delay of six hours for rest, upon being joined by the Second 
Regiment, they will at once proceed to Chestertown, where they will 
meet the First Regiment. The brigadier-general commanding will now 
use his discretion as to whether it is more expedient to cross the bay 
and push on for Baltimore, or to march on by forced marches through 
Cecil County, and cross the bay near the mouth of the Susquehanna, 
and then to push on for Baltimore. The key to the alphabet in cipher 
shall be furnished to colonels of regiments, who shall furnish it at their 
discretion to captains of companies, but to none others. The colonels 
shall see that a system of communication with some officer stationed in 
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Eiclimond shall be kept up, with the consent of the President of the 
Confederate States, and for that purpose post-riders shall hold them¬ 
selves in readiness to carry communications, which must be forwarded 
by the colonel of a regiment to the Maryland shore of the Potomac, 
opposite Aquia Creek. Information having been gotten to the com¬ 
mandant of the Southern troops on the Virginia side, he shall receive 
the dispatches and cause them to be forwarded to their address. Orders 
coming from headquarters shall possess supreme authority. The organ¬ 
ization formed under this plan shall be known as the ‘ ‘ Maryland League*’^ 


[Inoloaure Ko. 2.] 

Kichmond, J%dy 6^ 1861. 

Hon. S. T. Wallis, 

Baltimore^ 3Id.: 

My Dear Sir : I have forwarded to the honorable Secretary of War 
of the Confederate States a communication in cipher, the key to which 
you have already received. The great advantage of this plan is that 
when Maryland does turn upon her oppressors she will have a regu¬ 
larly organized force, and not a mere rabble without organization. 
Perhaps a better plan for concentration would be to cause the men to 
enter Baltimore separately for two or three^ weeks before striking a 
blow. They could be secreted there and held in readiness. The troops, 
when they enter service, will be required to enter the Confederate 
Army; but I suppose none will object to this. I would be glad to serve 
you here in any manner. Answer in cii^her and inclose to the Secretary 
of War. 

Respectfully, JAMES D, MoOABE, Jb. 

[ 2 .] 


Eichmond, My S, 1861. 

Maj. H. L. Clay, 

Lynchburg^ Ya.: 

If there are any Alabama companies at Lynchburg not belonging to 
organized regiments send them here via South Side Eailroad, Send 
here also the companies of the Tenth Georgia Regiment 

b. L/UUJrJiixii, 

r2 ] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Eichmond, July 8,1861. 

Maj. H. L. OLAY, 

Lynchburg^ Ya.: 

Order all Alabama companies at Lynchburg to this^o^.^^ 

[2.] 


HEADQtTABTEBS ABMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

Manassas Junction^ July <S, 1861. 


Colonel Early, 

OoMTnanding Sixth Brigade: 

Colonel: The general commanding has directed to 
fax Station some 6,000 wing badges, made m Richmond, which he 
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wishes to be used by tbe infantry and cavalry of your brigade and 
that of General Ewell until otherwise directed. Your brigade will 
wear these badges the yellow side out, and General EwelPs the red 
side out. Each brigade commander will designate, at their option, the 
shoulder upon which the wing will be worn by his brigade. All pains 
and precautions must be taken to make the men of your command 
understand these badges and to regard them as the insignia of friends, 
who are not to be fired into under any pretense. It is the intention 
of the general that your artillery shall wear a different badge—per¬ 
haps a red flannel band around the cap or arm. This will be indicated 
in time and the flannel furnished. Colonel Cocke’s brigade will wear 
a red flannel band badge around the cap or arm. This is communicated, 
so that it may be made known also to your several regiments, corps, 
and companies. The general trusts that after the recent catastrophe 
in one of our advanced brigades it wUl be unnecessary to impress on 
your men the need for coolness, an iron nerve, and all possible precau¬ 
tions against the slaughter of our own men. 

Eespectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 

THOS. JOEDAK, 

[2.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Eichmond, Va., July 9^ 1861, 

General WmsLow, 

Ealeigh^ -ST. G,: 

We are without arms, having issued the last to-day. Our necessities 
are most urgent. Can you not send us 2,000*? 

L. P. WALKEE. 

[ 2 -] 


■ Eichmonb, July 9,1861. 

Maj. Gen. L. Polk, 

Memphis, Tenn.: 

The Twelfth and Thirteenth Mississippi Regiments, now at Union 
City, you will order to Lynchburg without delay. You can supply 
their places with other troops from such points within your command 
as you may think proper. 

L. P. WALKEE. 

[ 2 .] 


Adjutant and Inspeotob General’s Office, 

EicJwiond, J%ily 9^ 1861, 

His Excellency John Letcher, 

Governor of Virginia^ Eichmond^ Va,: 

Sib : I am instructed by the President of the Confederate States to 
request that you will issue your proclamation calling into immediate 
service the militia of the counties of Greene, Orange, Madison, Culpeper, 
Stafford, Eappahannock, Fauquier, Prince William, Loudoun, and Fair¬ 
fax, of your State, to assemble and report themselves to General Beau¬ 
regard, near Manassas Junction, with the least practicable delay, bring¬ 
ing with them their arms and ammunition. This force to be called out 
according to the militia organization of the State, including staff*. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Imj^ector General, 


[ 2 .] 
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Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, 

Richmond^ July 9^ 1861, 

Brig. Gen. Tho^ias T. Fauntleroy, &c., 

Richmond^ Ya,: 

Sir: You will receive lierewitli an appointment of brigadier-general 
of provisional forces in the service of the Confederate States. Should 
you accept the appointment you will repair without delay to \Yiacbes- 
ter, Va., and report for duty to General J. E. Johnston at his camp 
near that place. Your command will be composed of the militia of the 
surrounding country called into service to resist invasion and such 
other troops as may be assigned to you by General Johnston. The 
militia thus called into service will be received and used by you in such 
numbers as they present themselves and with regard to time of service, 
whether for short or long periods. Ton will hasten their organization 
and use them to the best possible advantage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. COOPEE, 

[2.1 Adjutant and Inspector GeneraL 


EicroroND, July lo, 1861. 

General A. E. Lawton, 

SaiHnmah ^ Ga .: 

Send (3. J. Williams’ regiment here without delay. 

L. P. WALKEK. 


[2-1 


Etchmond, July 10^ 1861. 

General Warren Winslow, 

Raleigh J U. G.: 

Send D K. McEae’s regiment here, where it will receive its accouter- 
ments. This will save the delay in ordering them from Augusta, 
ro 1 li. P. WALKEE. 


EiCBMOin), July 10,1861. 
W. G-. Robinson, t » t • t. ir o . 

jAs sistant Adjutant-General J Raietgn^ IS-tf.* . j. 

Tour letter of the 3d instant received. It is the President s wish that 
vou send on with the least possible delay the ten regiments ot State 
troon^ and thl sb: regiLnts of volnnteers for twelve months, bei^ 
the force tendered by you. Eequire all the 
and equipped, and if practicable send 

J Adjutant and Inspector General. 


EiCHMOND, July 10,1861. 

Governor Pickens, 

Columbia, 8. G.: ^ 

These regiments are m addition to tne wo x rc^ucoi, j 
other day. j- p WALKEE. 

[2.1 
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CrECULAE.] Headqxtaetees Adtaxoe Foeoes, 

Aemt of the Potomao, 
Fairfax Court-House, July 10,1861. 
(Confidential. To be confined to brigade and regimental commanders 
till the moment for communication arrives, of whicb information will 
be sent from these headquarters.) The first time the badges are 
assumed they will be worn on the left shoulder, the yellow side out. 
Where strips of flannel are worn, they will be tied around the left arm. 
By order of Brigadier-General Bonham: 

GEO. W. LAY, 

[2.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Eiohmond, July 11,1861. 

Maj. H. L. Clay, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Lynchburg, Va.: 

Send all the armed companies that are at Lynchburg or that may 
arrive there to this place via South Side road. 

S. COOPEE, 

[2.] Adjutant and, Inspector Oene^-al. 


Eichmohd, July 11,1861. 

General Chaeles Claek, 

Corinth, Miss.: 

I telegraphed General Polk on yesterday to order the Twelfth Mis¬ 
sissippi Eegiment, now at Union City, to this place without delay. He 
may not be in Memphis: I therefore repeat the order to you. 

L. P. WALKBE. 

[ 2 .] 


Eichmond, July 11,1861. 

General Winslow, 

Raleigh, N. G.: 

I have not heard from you in regard to my dispatch about arms. 
You will also advise me when you will be able to send any recruits on. 
We are needing them now, in daily expectation of an engagement. . 

L. P. WALKEE. 


[ 2 .] 


Ealeigh, H. 0., July 11,1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walkee: 

We are nearly out of arms. I am scouring the State for them. Sixth 
Eegiment State troops left to-day for Eichmond. Hope to get off four, 
perhaps five, regiments next week. 

WAEEEH WINSLOW. 

[ 2 .] 


Eichmond, Va., July li, 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walkee, 

Seeretary of War; 

SiE: I beg leave to call your attention to the inclosed copy of the 
proceedings of our city council in relation to a mattei' which all of the 
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military gentlemen with whom I have conversed consider of no small 
importance. By way of explanation for this communication and the 
adoption of the second resolution, I have to say that it is the opinion 
of many of our citizens, as well as members of the council, that if these 
defenses should be erected around Eichmond it is not alone the duty of 
our citizens to build them, but as this city is an important point to the 
Confederate Government, there are the same reasons for the Govern¬ 
ment taking charge of these works that has induced this to be done 
at other points. The council, however, is perfectly willing to bear a 
fair proportion of the expenses. As chairman of the committee of the 
council, I desire to have an interview with you either on Thursday or 
Saturday of this week, for the purpose of consulting with you on this 
subject. 

Your attention will oblige your obedient servant, 

THOS. H. WYNNTE, 
Chairman Committee on Defenses. 


[Inclosiire.] 

At a regular monthly meeting of the council of the city of Eichmond, 
held at the council chamber, July 8,1861, Mr. Wynne, as chairman of 
the committee on defenses, made a report on the condition and progress 
of the work, and offered the following resolutions, which were adopted: 

Resolved, That the mayor of the city he requested to impress the services of such 
free negroes as he may think proper to work on the fortifications around the city, 
and the same ho put under the charge of the superintendent of defenses, to he 
employed under such regulations and restrictions as may be ordered by the com¬ 
mittee on defenses. 

Resolved, That the committee on defenses he instructed to confer with the author¬ 
ities of the Confederate States for the purpose of making some arrangements for the 
erection of redoubts around the city, if they are considered necessary. 

PETEE W. EALSTON, 

[2.] Cleric jpro tern. 


Hdqrs. Eastern Shore Virginia Forces, C. S. Army, 

Canijp Suger, July llj 1861. 

L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War, C. S. A.: 

Sir: In accordance with orders received fromE. S. Garnett, adjutant- 
general of Virginia, under date of May 29, 1861,1 have mustered into 
service as active volunteers of Virginia three comiianies of infantry 
and one of cavalry, numbering in the aggregate about 220 men. I have 
transmitted muster-rolls of these companies to the adjutant-general of 
Virginia, and as this force was included in the transfer to the O, 8. 
Army, I deem it my duty to make this report to you. This force has 
now been doing active service at Gamp Huger for four weeks. The 
encampment is within three miles of the court-house of Northampton 
County, Va. Other companies will probably be mustered in at an early 
day. We are almost entirely cut off from the rest of the Southern Con¬ 
federacy by the blockade of the Chesapeake Bay, and rarely have 
opportunities of conferring with our Government, and even then at 
great risk. Yon can readily perceive, sir, that we would be glad to 
receive all the information and instructions as to our duty with which 
you can furnish ns. I would be glad to be instructed on the following 
11 R R—VOL LI, PT II 
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points: First. Will volunteers of this force in future be required to 
enlist for one year or for three, and are they received into the C. S. Army 
as active vol unteers of Virginia f Second. Upon what guarantee of pay¬ 
ment can our assistant quartermaster purchase his stores for the troops? 
(The assistant quartermaster has found great difficulty in the premises. 
He has no funds, and venders are not assured of certain payment; when 
and how.) Please be kind enough to send me a copy of the rules and 
regulations for the government of our Army and any other instructions 
which you may think we need. 

With highest respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient 


servant, 


. OHAS. SMITH, 


Colonel^ Gomdg. Uastern Shore Virginia JForces^ (7. 8, Army, 


[ 2 .] 


Eichmond, July 12^ 1861. 

Governor Joseph E. Brown, 

Atlanta^ Ga.: 

The crisis of our fate may depend upon your action. The two regi¬ 
ments you have organized are indispensable to success. For the sake 
of our cause and the country 1 beseech you to send them, without stand¬ 
ing upon the point of the brigade organization. The President has no 
power to accept a brigade. If you refuse you will regret it. It is not 
necessary that I should say more. Semmes’ regiment, about which the 
President wrote you some time since, I have been compelled to order 
here. You can doubtless supply its place in a few days. 

[2.] L. P. WALKER. 


Eichmoni), July 12^ 1861. 

General A. E. Lawton, 

Savannah^ Ga.: 

You must also send here at once Semmes’ regiment. Our necessities 
are imminent. I have telegraphed Governor Brown to supply its place. 
[2.] L. P. WALKER. 


Manassas Junction, Ya., July 12,1861. 

Brig. Gen. R. S. Ewell, 

Commanding Second Brigade, Fairfax Station, Ya.: 

General : I hope you have understood that on arriving at Union 
Mills you need not cross the ford to this side, unless compelled to by 
the enemy, for it would be better, in consequence of our projected 
operations, to take a favorable position at or about the railroad station 
at said mill for the object in view. The same must be done by Colonel 
Rodes at McLean’s Ford, when he will enter in communication with 
General Jones, as you will with Colonel Early, and you will all await 
my orders for advancing, as already instructed. Your wagons, &c., 
will cross the Union Mills Ford and retire to rear Colonel Kemper’s 
present encampment at Camp Wigfall, where they will be out of the 
way. Should you, however, find it necessary to have Colonel Eodes’ 
regiment with you to protect your right flank or rear, you can order 
him to await your instructions at or near the point where he will have 
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to c^ss the main road from Union Mills to Centerville. Your move¬ 
ment will be supported by four or six pieces of Walton's battery, per- 
tiaps more. ^ 

Respectfally, your obedient servant, 

G. T. BEAUREGAED, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

With regard to Mr.^ J. Talbot, if any one can answer for him 
you can let him go, but not in advance of your lines; otherwise send 
him here. 


[Indorsement.] 


Sixth Brio., Early’s and Kemper’s Yiroinia Yols. 

AND Sloan’s South Carolina Yols., 

July 12^ 1861, 

Colonel Ewell ; 


Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding desires me to say to 
you that in case of an attack from the enemy his headquarters will be 
at Mr. McLean’s farm house between Camp Walker and Mitchell’s Ford. 
1 am, respectMly, your obedient servant, 

A. E. CHISOLM, 

[2.] _ Aide-de-Caynp, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters of the Forces, 

FTo. 32. ) Richmond, July 12,1801, 

The trains conveying troops are hereafter to start and run upon the 
time of the schedule. It will be necessary, therefore, for the regiments 
to be i^rompt in their movements from the camps to the depots, so as 
not to cause delay. Baggage must be reduced whenever a regiment 
receives marching orders, and but one trip of the baggage wagons will 
he allowed from camp to the railroad. The following is the allowance 
of transportation for that purpose, which in no case will be exceeded: 
Por each company one wagon, and for the field and staff of regiments 
five wagons. AJl surplus baggage must be stored in the city before 
departure. The quartermaster will see that the baggage arrives at the 
depot at least one hour before the time of starting the train. This rule 
will also apply to the transportation of all ordnance and ordnance stores. 

By command of General Lee; 

GEO. DEAS, 

[2.1 Assistant Adjutant-Gmeral, • 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond, July 12,1861, 

Thomas H. Wynne, 

Chairman of the Committee on Defenses, Richmond, Ya,: 

Sir : Tour note of the 11th instant, inclosing a copy of resolutions 
adopted by the council of the city of Eichmond at a regular monthly 
meeting held at the council chamber July 8, 1861, has just been 
received. I fully concur in your views and those of the council, that 
redoubts should be built around Eichmond wherever practicable and 
necessary. The Confederate Government of course takes the deepest 
interest possible in this city, not alone because, as you suggest, it is the 
capital, but because it is a part of the Confederate States. There will 
be BO difficulty, therefore, in having the expense of the construction of 
such works divided between the Government and the city in such pm- 
portion as will be, under aU the circumstances, equitable and just. In 



164 


MD., E. N. C., PA,, VA., EXCEPT S. W,, & W. VA. [Chap, lxiii. 

addition to the above, it is the opinion of this Department that all the 
available militia force in and about B.ichmoud should at once be put in 
a course ot complete organization and be well drilled. This, as well 
as the construction of the redoubts referred to, should be promptly 
attended to, so that the city should be prepared for any contingency 
that might arise under the fortunes of war. 

A^ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. P. WALKER, 

_ Secretary of War, 

Headquarters Forces Norpolk Harbor, 

Norfolk, July 12, 1861. 

Lieut. Ool. CrEOROE Deas, 

Asui, Adjt. Gen., G. S. Army, Sdqrs. Forces, Richmond: 

Colonel: I have the honor to inclose herewith a list of the volun¬ 
teer coiniiaiiies of A^irginia under my command, organized into regi¬ 
ments and battalions as far as. it can be done at present. It will be 
seen that all the infantry regiments have their complement of coin- 
Iianios exceiit the Porty-first, Colonel Chambliss’, which will very soon 
be filled up by companies now ready to be mustered into service, as I 
understand. Lieutenant-Colonel Taliaferro has reported to me, agree¬ 
ably to instructions from general headquarters, but as two lieutenant- 
colonels were assigned at Richmond to two of the regiments here 1 
have no position for him at present 5 neither have I any infantry regi¬ 
ment to assign Major Bradford, and his services being indispensable to 
me as mustering officer and acting inspector-general I do not deem it 
desirable to attach him to the field batteries, as it is necessary that the 
field officers belonging to that battalion should be with it. Maj. D. E. 
Huger, just appointed, is still on duty with Brigadier-General Withers 
as acting assistant adjutant-general, but as I have no position to assign 
him among the regiments under my command I beg leave to report the 
fact to you. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

BEKJ. HUGER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

[Inclosare.] 

General Orders, ] Hdqrs. Forces Koreolk Harbor, 

No. 39. ] Norfolk, J^dy 12,1861. 

1. General Orders, 7, of May 11 , from these headquarters, is 
hereby rescinded, and the companies of the Virginia Volunteers belong¬ 
ing to this command will be organized into regiments as follows, viz: 

third reoiment. 

Colonel, Roger A, Pryor; lieutenant-colonel, F. H. Archer; major, 

Joseph Mayo. 

Companies. 


1. Jas. 0. Clioate 

2. A. B. Jordan.. 

3. Jolm. C. Grilfin 

4 . W.H.Hood... 
6. J. V. Scott.... 
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SIXTH EBeHMENT. 

Colonel, William Mahone; lieutenant-colonel, Thomas J. Corprew; 

major, W. T. Lundy. 

Companies. 


Captains. 

Letter of j 
company. 

! 

Captains. 

Letter of 
company. 

1 ill i r»m "KTnT^rATiTiAy . __ . 

A 1 

6 Q-eoi»ffA T. "Rogers. 

.1 F 

9,. AIav "M". nnpT|fngTiq.m ^ . 

bI 

C ' 

7. H. Tv. TTilliamson.. 

.; G 

a. "WilliaY'rt T-nyYiB 

8 R. C. Tavlor. 

.1 H 

i. John FT. T.iTfilow __ 

D i 

9 , L- E. Bossienx. 

. I 

5. .T. TT. IVTyAT.^ 

E 1 

10_ H. Moiirnov. 

.i K 




NINTH REGIMENT. 

Colonel, F. H. Smith) lieutenant-colonel, J. T. Preston; major, S, 

Crutchfield. 


Companies, 


Captains. 


letter of , Captains, 

.company.'! 


1. A. . 

2. John n. Myrick . 

3. J. T. Mason. 

4. W. J. Bichardson 

5. H.P. HoweU. 


A 

B 

0 


6. Jas. J. Phillips 

7. J. C. Owens... 

8. R.17.3Teblett.. 

9. John T. Kilby. 
10. Edwd.Kearns. 


I 

; Lelt»Tof 
; company. 

.i P 

•i i 

I 

J K 


TWELFTH BEOEVIENT. 

Colonel, D. A. Weisiger; lieutenant-colonel, F. L. Taylor; major, 

Edgar L. Brockett. 


Companies, 


Captains. 

Letter of 
company. 

1 Letter of 

Captains. company. 


A 

B 

C 

B 

E 

1 6. . 1 I 

1 7 . TV. M. Elliott. 1 g 

1, ej* Jr* laaitj • 


lU 8. F. F. Ferguson.. ^ 

9 . A.M. Goodwyn. A 

10. J. B. Lewellen. | ^ 

0« X* JOTJUlt • 

4. TV. H. Jarvis. 



TWENTY-SIXTH REGIMENT. 


Colonel B. E. Colston; lieutenant-colonel, H. T. Parish; major, John 
’ C. Page. 

Companies. 


Captains. 

Letter of 
company. 

1 Captains. 

Letter of 
company. 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 


F 

1 t 

1 E 


X* Jtv« \J» YV • • 1 


JU* J- * JLf# JLl.\/JlJi«*A«Jr ••••*•••• 





10. J, B. Branch * 
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FOBTT-PIKST EBG-mENT. 

Colonel, John R, Chambliss, jr.; lieutenant colonel, G-eorge Blow, jr.; 

major, Fr. W. Smith. 

Comj^anies. 


Captains. 

Letter of 
company. 

Captains. 

Letter of 
company. 

T. J". Eppea.. 

A 

6. William H. Ethfirfiflgo.. 

E 

2. B. H. Nash. 

B 

7. Charles It. Me Alpine... 

G 

B. .Tan. S. fl-ilHaJn. _ - -__ 

G 

8. 

H 

4. A. n. Smith _ ...-_ 

B 

9. 

I 

6. Thomas Trovill _ _ 

E 

10. 

K 






CAVALRY BECIMENT. 

Colonel,-; lieutenant-colonel,-; major, John 

Mullins. 


Companies. 


Captains. 

Letter of 
company. 

Captains. 

Letter of 
company. 

1. .Tf>hp "PfiTitrcss____ 

A 

6. E. Enflin, jr...... 

E 

2. John E. Boyle___ 

B 

7. P. H. Lee. 

G 

3. W-Belflches_ 

0 

8. J. E. Gillette. 

H 

4. Bi-B. Moll wain ft.... 

B 

9. 

I 

5. E. Taylor. 

B 

10... 

K 






BATTALION OE FIELD ARTILLEET. 

Colonel,-; lieutenant-colone],-,* major, 


Companies. 


Captains. 

Letter of 
company. 

Captains. 

Letter of 
company. 

1 J 10“ ■NTiohola . 

A 



2, IVT. TO", MoormaTi __ 

B 



3, C. E. Grimes_ __ 

0 



4. E,"Ernfifftr_•__... _ .. _ 

B 



5. J. E. Ciifllmftrs _ 

E 







II. Captains of companies will report forthwith to their respective 
colonels the strength of their companies, together with the names of 
the officers of each company. 

III. So soon as the colonels have received from the captains their 
reports they will make out regimental returns of their regiments, in 
duplicate, and forward them to this office. 

By command of Brigadier-General Huger: 

S. S. ANDERSOF, 

[2.] Lieutenmt-Colonel and Acting Adjuiant-C67ieral, 
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Speoiae Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. Generad’s Office, 

) Richmond^ Fa., July 13,1861. 

****### 

YIII. Oapt. Stephen D. Lee, corps of artillery, on being relieved in 
the duties of quartermaster and commissary by Capt. H. C, Gnerin, 
assistant commissary, Provisional Army, will repair to this city and 
report to the Adjutant- General. 

* * * ^ * If * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[2-] Amstant Adjutant’General. 


Camp Jackson, 

Xear Wytheville, July 1^, lb61. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Oanfederate States: 

Dear Sir : I have been constantly occupied in bringing together the 
volunteers at this point from an area of 250 miles one way and liJO the 
other, very large portions of which are without railroad facilities. 
Our first regiment started to-day, and the other two will be ready to 
follow as soon as we get arms and ammunition and some camp equi¬ 
page, for which requisitions have already been made for some time. The 
want of field and staff officers has retarded us somewhat, although there 
is not much room for complaint of tardiness when it is remembered that 
three regiments have been raised since the 29th day of May, when the 
first companies were mustered into the service. Some delay is experi¬ 
enced from the necessity of repairing the arms of the country, which we 
have had to collect in a great measure for our use. An energetic man 
with some machinery has a set of gunsmiths here for the purpose, who 
have accomplished a great deal 5 but every gun needed some repair. 
We will be at a greater loss for cavalry arms, and for these I scarcely 
know what to do, as I learn the Department have none at all. In a day 
or so I will submit to you nominations for the third or last regiment, 
which, unless you have some who from your own knowledge are exactly 
the right men, I would earnestly recommend for field appointments. I 
sent special and trusty messengers to the border of Kentucky to ascer¬ 
tain exactly the condition of things there. I send you a copy of the 
letters received from these men, showing the impression made on them 
at that time. They have since returned and fully communicated all the 
detailed information they possessed. From this and other sources I 
gather that there is much disaffection in Kentucky, although probably 
a majority are with the South. There is no doubt but that arms have 
been distributed by Lincoln to the Union men in the mountain region of 
Kentucky, and that the distribution is still going on. They are able to 
convey these arms openly through the country until they draw near the 
Tennessee line. None have reached Tennessee yet, nor are they likely 
to do so, as a strong guard is posted at Cumberland Gap and other points 
west of it. The sentiment in all the Yirginia counties, clear along our 
borders to within twenty-five miles of the Ohio River, is perfectly sound, 
and the local population would no doubt capture any arms that might 

find their way over the borders, ^ i ^ t 4.1 • i 

If the exigencies of the Government would allow, it would, I think, 
be judicious to establish a large depot for Southern troops at an eligible 
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point in East Tennessee. The country is healthy, and supplies are cheap 
and abundant. If 10,000 men were established at Eussellville to form a 
camp of instruction they would be within twenty-four hours of Richmond, 
and would pretty effectually quell the spirit of rebellion fostered by John¬ 
son, liTelson, and their gang. The march of our people through the quar¬ 
ter of the State they are going will have, I have no doubt, a very salu¬ 
tary influence. It will be on nearly a straight line from this place to the 
region you designated on the Lower Kanawha. The road we travel lies 
upon and very near the fourth degree of longitude from Washington the 
entire way to the Rails of Kanawha, and although we pass through the 
wildest portion of the State all preparations are made for forage and 
subsistence throughout the route. I think Confederate bonds may be 
made to purchase what will be wanted for the service after the people 
become a little familiar with them. 

With the highest esteem, I am, truly, your friend, 

JOHN B. FLOYD. 

[ 2 .] 


Headquaeteks Militaey Disteiot, 

8ava7inah, July 13, 186L 

Hon. L. r. Walkee, 

Secretary of War, Bichnond, Ta. : 

SiE: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two tele¬ 
graphic dispatches, the first directing me to order Colonel Williams’ 
regiment of Georgia enlisted men to Richmond, and the second 
(received at a late hour last night) giving the same directions to Col¬ 
onel Semmes’ regiment. The order has already been given for the 
march of the first-named regiment. The peculiar character of this 
regiment may not occur to you at this moment. At the request of 
Governor Brown the regiment was received with twelve companies 
instead of ten. I urged that the Governor’s proposition be accepted to 
save the commissions of the additional captains, and gave as a reason 
that the number of companies would cause no embarrassment, as the 
regiment was intended to garrison the posts on the coast of Georgia. 
Captain Read’s company has been separated from the rest of the regi¬ 
ment ever since it was organized, and is not in any way identified 
with it. Duties of a peculiar character have been assigned to this com¬ 
pany which cannot be performed at present by any other. I have there¬ 
fore ordered Colonel Williams to report at Richmond with tlie eleven 
companies under his immediate command, and really constituting his 
regiment, and will detain Captain Read’s company here unless I am 
directed to send that on also. I would respectfully ask tliat this com¬ 
pany be continued with my command. Colonel Semmes’ regiment is 
posted on the lower coast of Georgia, and it will require some time to 
notify and transport them to this city eri route to Richmond. All dis¬ 
patch will be used, however, in executing the directions of the Depart¬ 
ment. As the exposed condition of this coast makes it imperatively 
necessary that the force under my command should not be diminished, 
and the necessarily hasty character of this order by telegraph did not 
admit of detailed instructions for my guidance, I will proceed under 
the general authority heretofore given me (and with the assent of the 
Governor of Georgia) to muster into service volunteer companies enough 
to garrison all the posts heretofore occupied on the coast. Kone of them 
can be abandoned without serious danger, nor without producing a panic 



Chap.LXIIL] correspondence, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 169 

aloDg the entire coast. I am entirely satisfied, from recent indications 
and appearances, that we cannot rest secure in the hope that our 
climate will frighten off the enemy until the coming autumn. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. E. LAWTOIN, 

[2.] Brigadier-Gmeralj Commanding, 


Eiohmond, July 13, 1861, 

General Warren Winslow, 

Raleigh, N, 0,: 

It is understood that Capt. S. D. Eamseur’s light battery at Ealeigh 
is all complete and well drilled. It is much needed at Manassas, Please 
order it on without delay. 

roi L. P. WALKER, 


War Department, O. S. A., 

Richmond, Jidy 13, 1861, 

His Excellency John Letcher, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Sir: I am instructed by the President of the Confederate States to 
request that you will issue your proclamation, calling into immediate 
service the militia of all the counties north of James Eiver and east of 
the Blue Eidge that have not been called, as well as all the militia in 
the valley north of James Eiver. The troops thus called into service 
will assemble in their respective neighborhoods, or at such rendezvous 
as you may think best, and in company, battalion, regimental, or brigade 
organizations, as you may determine, and report themselves for orders 
to this Department with the least practicable delay, providing them¬ 
selves with their arms and ammunition. They will be called out accord¬ 
ing to the militia organizations of the State, including staft*, and under 
such regulations as you may prescribe. 

I have the honor to be, &c., L. P. WALKED, 

[2.] Secretary of War, 


Saturday, July 13 , 1861 ,* 

The Governor having received from the Secretary of War of the Con¬ 
federate States a communication making a requisition from the Presi¬ 
dent for the call into service ot all the militia on the north side of James 
Eiver to the Blue Eidge and in the valley on the same side of said 
river, issued a proclamation in accordance therewith, and prescribing 
the regulations to be observed in organizing the force so called. 
*##*#** 

, JOHK LETOHBE. 


Wythevillb, July 13, 1861. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States of America: 

Started Forty-fifth Eegiment to-day for Kanawha. Forty-sixth or 
Forty-seventh will be ready whenever requisitions, already made, are 
filled. Full particulars by mail. 

[2.1 J. B. FLOYD. 


* From the Executive Journal of the State of Virginia. 
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EALEICH, K 0., July 14^ 1861, 

President Dayis: 

The troops at Weldon are ordered to be forwarded to-morrow and to 
be followed as fast as transportation can be provided. 

HENEY T. CLAEK. 


Luney’s Creek, July l4j 1861. 

Thomas Moslin, Esq.: 

Dear Sir: I herewith send a dispatch from Colonel Johnson of the 
l^Torthwest Army. The messenger states that they want all the troops 
that can be had. You will see from the dispatch that our men have 
been routed by the enemy. General Garnett and Colonel Heck are 
coming through the mountains by way of Tucker County and via Green¬ 
land here. They wish some troops sent to pilot them through the 
mountain. The I^orthern troops are making their way over the Staun¬ 
ton and Parkersburg road to Staunton. Eight thousand strong now 
at Huttonsville. General Garnett wants to get through to Monterey 
with all the additional troops that can be had to stop them at Monterey. 

Yours, &c., 

W. J. MoISTEMA. 

You had better send a dispatch to Colonel McDonald immediately 
for as many men as can be had. 

Near Ybacer’s, Top op Mountain, 

July 13, 1861—10 a, m. 

General Garnett: 

I shall effect a junction with Colonel Scott about 1 p. m. to-day. He 
has retreated to Greenbrier Eiver at the foot of this mountain. The 
enemy can get in my rear by Huntersville and Monterey, and by Pen¬ 
dleton to Herron’s. 

E. JOHNSON, 
Colonel Georgia Regiment. 

Written on note of W. 0. Scott, of which we .can read part, as fol¬ 
lows: Please hasten on by forced marches or the enemy may be too 
hard for me single handed. 

W. 0. SCOTT, 

Colonel of Forty-fourth Regiment Virginia Yolunteern. 

[Indorsed.] 

Hand this to General Garnett. 

W. W. FLEMING. 

[ 2 .] 


Baldwin, Fla., JvJy IS, 1861. 

Adjutant-General Ooopeb: 

The Second Regiment Florida Volunteers, 927 strong, has just left 
for Richmond per rail via Savannah and Weldon. Will arrive on the 
19th or 20th. 

[2-] 


M. 8. PERRY. 
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Corinth, Miss., July 15^ 1861. 

S. Cooper, Adjutant-General: 

Thirteenth Mississippi Regiment started yesterday at 2 p. m. The 
Twelfth goes to-morrow. 

CHARLES CLARK, 

[^•J Brigadier-6eneraly G, S. Army. 


^ ^ Fairfax Station, July 15.1861. 

Col. Thomas Jordan, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

the enemy seem to be making more of a demonstration in 
MIS direction than jSrst appeared, as shown by the force at Accotink 
Village and the occupation of Annandale and Springfield, it has seemed 
possible that the general commanding the Army of the Potomac might 
advisable to send a battery or section of artillery to this point. 
There have been more intrenching and clearing than I first anticipated, 
and I would strengthen the points for the artillery. I make the sug¬ 
gestion with considerable hesitation, not urging the point. In case 
artillery were sent, it might be best to have the assistance of an engineer 
ofScer for a few hours. T think the advisability of this is somewhat 
doubtful, as there is a long line to defend, but there are better points 
than I first supposed for the purpose. The state of the river, bridges, 
&c., would afiect the question, as a strong force might get between this 
and Union Mills Ford by driving the troops at Sangster’s Cross-Roads. 
I think of drawing one of the cavalry companies from Sangster’s Cross- 
Roads to this place. I have no means of examining the country in 
case of falling back, and for the purposes there one is nearly as good 
as two, as I should take the due proportion of picket and mounted duly. 

Respectfully, &c., 

[2.] R. S. EWELL. 

Hdqrs. Advanced Forces, Army of the Potomac, 

Fairfax Court-House^ Fa., J\dy 15^ 1861. 

Col. Thomas Jordan, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir : The enemy send out large bodies of scouts, so that it becomes 
more and more difficult to get news of his approach and of the strength 
of his advancing forces. In view of the fact that the enemy will prob¬ 
ably advance in large force, and of the further fact that I must retire 
by Germantown by a road which is directly along my line of battle, I 
respectfully inquire whether I shall fall back to Centerville on receiv¬ 
ing reliable information of his advance, or shall I first engage him to 
test his strength If I engage him I wiU scarcely, then, be able to know 
his force till his column from Falls Church by Flint Hill shall be so far 
advanced as to endanger the safe retirement of Williams’ and Ker¬ 
shaw’s regiments and Kemper’s battery, t do not propose to move till 
the enemy come, but I would be glad to have explicit instructions as to 
whether I shall wait to engage him or not when I find him moving on 
the three approaches to Fairfax Court-House and Germantown. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. L. BONHAM, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

P. S.—I have this moment heard from a citizen near Accotink that 
the enemy have moved down three regiments to Dogue Run, on the 
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Telegraph road. Two miles lower on the same road they had a force of 
300 on yesterday morning, a few of whom went down as far as Acco- 
tink, as it is said. 

M. L. B. 

[ 2.1 


Richmond, Juhj 16,1861, 


Governor Isham G. Hamms, 

Nashville, Temu: 

Do you intend sending any Tennessee regiments here? 

L. P. WALKER. 


[ 2 .] 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 

Eichmond, July 16,1861. 

General G. T. Beauregard, 

Maimssas Junction, Ya.: 

You are fully authorized to accept and cause to be mustered into 
service such of the militia as may offer for the war into existing volun¬ 
teer regiments, as well as those who offer to organize into new compa¬ 
nies for the same purpose. 

S. COOPER, 

[2.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Manassas Junction, Va., July 16,1861 — L30 a. m. 
[General Ewell :| 

Pall back on this side of the Bull Run and hold it from Union Mills 
Ford to the west, including the railroad bridge, which you will burn. 
What artillery you do not want send with Early’s brigade to Camp 
Walker for further orders. Let them (including Early’s brigade) take 
their position ffom where Jenkins’ camp stood toward McLean’s farm. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

[2.] Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, 

No. 120. ) Manassas Junction, July 16, 1861. 

The following will be observed and executed by all concerned in the 
special contingencies indicated: 

I. Brigadier-General Longstreet will hold his brigade in readiness to 
march at a moment’s notice and take position at Blackburn’s Ford, one 
regiment to be placed, with two pieces of Walton’s battery, in i)osition in 
advance of that ford, carefully covered from the view of the enemy, the 
other two regiments remaining on this ^ide of the ford, concealed from 
sight as far as practicable, but ready to be thrown across at any moment. 
And when General Longstreet shall hear the enemy engaged on his left, 
at Mitchell’s Ford, he will move and attack him in flank and rear, as 
already instructed, keeping communication open with Bonham’s brigade 
on the left and Jones’ brigade on the right. 

II. Brigadier-General Jones will be prepared to move his brigade from 
Camp Walker simultaneously with the Fourth Brigade to positions at 
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McLean^s Ford corresponding witli those to be occupied by Longstreet 
^t Blackburn^s Ford. As already instructed, he will advance thence to 
the attack of the enemy’s flank, on the Centerville road, about half way 
between Centerville and Mitchell’s Ford, maintaining communication 
with General Longstreet on his left and General Ewell on his right 
Supported by a section of Walton’s battery, he will attack the enemy’s 
Line as nearly simultaneously with Longstreet’s attack on the flank as 
practicable, but carefully guarding his own flank from a sudden attack 
by the enemy. 

III. Brigadier-General Ewell, after falling back at or near Union 
Mills, will make all the necessary preparations for an attack of the 
Bnemy at Centerville. His advance to that end will commence as soon 
as he shall have ascertained that the advanced forces of the enemy have 
passed Centerville in pursuit of Bonham’s brigade, and he will then 
move forward with prudence and necessary military precautions. He 
will receive information from these headquarters by signals or couriers 
as to the movements of the enemy. As already instructed, General 
Ewell will be careful to protect his right flank from an attack of the 
enemy in the direction of Fairfax Station or from Farris’ Cross-Boads. 
His movements will be supported by his cavalry and four pieces of 
Walton’s battery, and he will maintain communication on his left with 
General Jones, at McLean’s Ford. 

lY. Simultaneously with the Third and Fourth Brigades Colonel 
Early will concentrate his brigade about half a mile in rear of Union 
Mills Ford and there hold it in readiness to move in support of Ewells 
brigade in the attack on the enemy at Centerville. Colonel Early will 
protect his rear with two pieces of Walton’s battery, which will be 
attached to his brigade in due time. He will leave an additional com¬ 
pany to guard the ford, which will be further protected by a piece from 

Walton’s battery. , t, -u 

Y. Colonel Cocke, as soon as it is known that General Ewell has 
engaged the enemy, will advance his brigade, supported by his cavalry 
and artillery, and vigorously join in the attack at Centerville. 

YI. General Bonham, from his position at Mitchell’s Ford, will 
assume the offensive with spirit simultaneously with General Long- 
street’s attack on the enemy’s flank and rear. 

YII. In the event of the movements thus indicated the headquarters 
of the general commanding will be established at once at McLean s 
farm-house. 

By c<.mma.d of Btlgadi»-0.ne.ol JOED Air, 

1 ^ 2 ,j Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Savannah, July 17,1861. 

General S. Cooper: ^ a , ^ 

WilUams’ regiment liere actively preparing to mar^, Put delayed a 
dav or two because transportation engaged ahead for Florida regiment. 
Will reach Richmond by Monday morning at the furthest, bemmes 
regiment on the southern part of the coast. Sent orders to march by 
first mail after receiving dispatch. Will press them on as fast . 

possible. ^ ^ LAWTON, 

j-g j Brigadier-General. 


as 
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EiOHMOlOJ, July 17,1861. 

Governor T. O. Mooee, 

Weic Orleans, La.: 

Order M. De Marigny’s regiment liere ■without dela^ WALKBE 

[ 2 .] 


Nashville, Tehn., July 17,1861. 
His Excellency Jeffeeson Davis: 

Tour dispatch of the 15th just received. We have twenty-three 
infantry regiments and three regiments of cavalry, all armed and 
equipped. I have sent three regiments to Haynesville, in East Ten¬ 
nessee. What portion of this force would you advise to be sent to 
Virginia? 


I. G. HAEEIS, 


[ 2 .] 


Eng-ineee’s Office, 
BicJimond, July 17,1861. 

Maj, Gen. E. E. Lee, 

GommanMng Virginia Forces: 

SiE: Herewith I have the honor to submit for your consideration a 
communication this morning received from Oapt. A. L. Eives, in reply 
to the letter of Colonel Ewell, referred to this department. The objec¬ 
tions of Colonel Ewell to the lines of defense selected by Captain Eives 
appear to be unsupported by facts. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c,, 

ANDEEW TALCOTT, 

State Engineer. 

[Inolosure.] 

Williamsburg, July 13j 1861. 

Col. Aitorew Talcott, 

Chief JSngineet'j Virginia Forces: 

Sir: I should have replied before to your letter requesting informa¬ 
tion vdth reference to the defenses near this point, and inclosing Colonel 
Ewell’s communication of the 1st instant to General Lee on the same 
subject, had not General Magruder’s presence for the past three or four 
days so stimulated the work as to occupy my whole time. Progress is 
now satisfactory. In reply to Colonel Ewell’s communication, I beg 
leave to submit, respectfully, the following statement: Colonel Ewell 
was directed, if I mistake not, at an early day by General Lee to select 
the lines of defense near Williamsburg and commence them immediately. 
On our arrival Captain Meade and myself found nothing done and no 
definite selection whatever of points of defense made, only this: That 
in the colonel’s estimation the lines should rest on Queen’s and College 
Creeks, passing somewhere near Williamsburg. The colonel makes an 
important mistake in his letter. It is this: Instead of a line of one 
mile and three-quarters between the creeks, three miles as the crow 
flies is the correct distance, and not less than three miles and a half, 
selecting favorable ground.” This mistake is the more singular, as the 
colonel had j&^equently seen my map, divided into square miles, before 
writing his letter of the 1st instant. T arrived on May 12, Colonel 
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Ewell then commanding and for fully six weeks thereafter, so that the 
defenses were, I should think, under his control during that period, 
although in this oiDinion I may he mistaken. At all events it seems to 
me that an earlier report was possible. It is further proper to state 
that during a period of three weeks Colonel Ewell placed scarcely any 
labor at my disposal, and that consequently scarcely any progress was 
made. Colonel McLaws, of Georgia, now commanding the post, and 
General Magruder for the time being making Williamsburg his head¬ 
quarters, I hope soon to make a favorable report of progress. General 
Magruder approves of what has been done and what it is proposed to do. 
The following defenses are in progress or executed: 

Eirst. Main central work directed to be inclosed nearly finished, 
except the last closing line; front completed; platforms for guns, 
magazines, &c., in order. Second. Square flanking redoubt on right 
and dam on left well advanced. Third. Defenses at Tutter’s !Neck, 
battery for two guns and rifle epaulement completed. Fourth. King’s 
Mill, rifle epaulement completed. Fifth. Spratley’s farm, battery for 
four guns, two real and two imitation (by General Magruder’s order), 
well under way; will be completed next week. Sixth. At King's Mill 
Landing, part of Colonel August’s regiment engaged in throwing up 
breast-works and arran^ng battery for two pieces. Seventh. At 
Grove’s Wharf, the remainder of Colonel August’s regiment engaged 
in local defenses. There are still six flanking square redoubts to be 
constructed, which, with the large amount of labor placed at my dis¬ 
posal by General Magruder, will soon be completed. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

ALFEED L. EIYES, 

[2.] Captain of Ungineers, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, 

NTo. 41. J Manassas Junctiony July IT, 1861. 

I. The general commanding the ^rmj of the Potomac announces to 
his command that at length the enemy have advanced to subjugate a 
sovereign, and impose upon a free people an odious Government. Not¬ 
withstanding their numerical superiority, they can be repelled, and the 
general commanding relies confidently on his command to do it and to 
drive the invader back beyond his intrenched lines; but to achieve this 
the highest order of coolness, individual intelligence, and obedience on 
the part of each officer and man are essential. Great reliance will be 
placed on the bayonet at the proper juncture, but above aU it is 
enjoined upon officers and men to withhold their fire until directed. 
The superior intelligence of the individual members of this command 
should in this respect compensate for the want of a veteran, long- 
trained soldiery. In firing, each man should take aim, and never dis¬ 
charge his piece without a distinct object in full view. 

n. The following are announced as the general and personal staff of 
the general commanding, and any written or verbal orders conveyed 
through them, or either of them, will be obeyed: Col. Thomas Jordan, 
Provisional Army of the Confederate States, acting assistant adjutant- 
general; Oapt. Clifton H. Smith, Provisional Army of Yirginia, assist¬ 
ant adjutant-general; Oapt. S. W. Ferguson, C. S. Army, aide-de camp; 
Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Williamson, Yirginia Army, chief engineer; Capt. 
E. P. Alexander, Engineer Corps, 0. S. Army; Maj. William L. Cabell, 
O. S. Army, chief quartermaster; Col. E. B. Lee, 0. S. Army, chief 
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commissary of subsistence; Surg. T. H. Williams, medical director; 
Col. Samuel Jones, 0. 8 . Army, chief of artillery and ordnance. Vol¬ 
unteer aides: Col. James Ohesnut, jr.. Col. J. L. Manning, Col. W. 
Porcher Miles, Col. John S. Preston, Col. A. E. Chisolm, Col. Joseph 
Heyward. 

By command of Brigadier-General Beauregard: 

THOMAS JOEDAE, 

[2.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Manassas, July 17,1861. 

General Ewell: 

Strike tents and send back all baggage wagons. I send cars to 
Ewell. 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED. 

(Copy to General Cocke.) 

[^•] 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Manassas Junction^ July 17, 1861. 

General Ewell, 

Union Mills: 

The enemy being in such force we may not be able to attack Center¬ 
ville with safety. You will confine yourself to protecting the right flank 
and rear of Jones’ brigade, and be careful to protect your own flank from 
any attack in the direction of Fairfax Station. Keep strong pickets on 
roads leading in that direction, and let not the rear of Early’s brigade 
move too far from the Union Mills Station. But should you in the course 
of events find it practicable to make a sudden and successful attack on 
Centerville you are at liberty to do so. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED, 

[2.] Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Manassas Junction, July 17,1861. 

Brigadier-General BoimAM, 

Commanding First Brigade: 

Geisteral: I have just telegraphed you as follows: Tour dispatch 
is received. You can commence moving to Mitchell’s Ford to night, 
altogether, if necessary.” You were written to on the subject through 
Major Ehett. ‘I now furthermore instruct you to use entirely your own 
discretion as to when and how you should^fall back on Mitchell’s Ford. 
I have ordered Colonel Kelly’s battalion Louisiana Volunteers and one 
Korth Carolina regiment to report to you at Mitchell’s Ford, to support 
you as a reserve or to extend on your left for the defense of Bull Eun in 
that direction, if necessary. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant- 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED, 

[2.J Brigadier-General, Commanding* 
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Pocahontas Court-House, Jiily 17^ 1861. 

General Lee: 

Pardon me for suggesting that from my knowledge of the geography 
and topography of this country you ought speedily to place a force on 
the top of the Cheat Mountain (on the Staunton and Parkersburg turn¬ 
pike) and on the top of the Middle Mountain (on the Huttonsville and 
Huntersville turnpike). If you can hold these points the enemy cannot 
get east of the mountains, and 2,000 at either point ought to hold it 
against 8,000. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. SKEEIN, 

Attorney for Commomcealtli^ of Alleghany. 

The forces for Middle Mountain would have to come via Millborough 
Depot, Pocahontas Court-House, &c., or you might call out the militia 
of Pocahontas and Greenbrier for this point. The enemy, I suppose, 
will for the next ten days go one-half toward Wise and the other to aid 
Patterson. This is only my impression, however; then they will return 
and attempt to advance by one or the other of these routes. 

[ 2 .] 


Manassas JuNi^oN, Ya., July :/(S, I8(;i—6 a. m. 
General R. S. E^YEUL, 

Union Mills Station: 

When you shall have taken your position on other side of Bull Run, 
order companies at ford and bridge to join their regiments forthwith. 
Leave some pickets on other side of Bull Run if you desire. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

[2.] Brigadier-General^ Gommanding. 


Richmond, July 18 , 1861 . 

Maj. H. L. Clay, 

Lynchburg, Ta .. 

Forward Col. William Barksdale’s Mississippi regiment to Manassas 
immediately on its arrival at Lynchburg. 

S. COOPER, 

[2.J Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Memoranda.] July IS, 1861. 

General R. E. Lee : 

First. Accept all men who are armed, with any organization or for 
any time. Second. Accept organized companies, battalions, or regi¬ 
ments for twelve months. This may not interfere with the Governor’s 
effort to raise volunteers for the war, and is better than to issue arms 
to the militia. Third. Do not call for twelve-months’ men to be organ¬ 
ized, as this would defeat the effort to get men for the war. Fourth. 
The best arms should be given to the troops who agree to serve for the 
longest time. 

JEFF’N DAYIS. 

[2.] 


12 E E—^VOL LI, PT II 



178 


MD., E. N. C., PA., YA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. YA. [Chap. LXnr. 

Lewisbubc-, July 18 ^ 1861 . 

His Excellency J. Dayis : 

Dear Sib : Since the retreat of our troops from Laurel Hill under 
General Garnett much excitement preYails here among the people. 
Many fear that unless checked the Federal troops will march down the 
valley of Greenbrier EiYer, pursuing the HuttonsYille and Marlines 
Bottom road, and so on to this place, with the view of arresting the 
supplies of men and munitions destined for General Wise. We are 
very destitute of the means of defense. We have no arms except the 
rifles in the hands of our citizens, and very little ammunition.^ Many 
of the guns which our i)eople liad have been taken by others into the 
army. A large majority of our young men have volunteered and have 
gone into the service, leaving us defenseless in a great degree. We 
have just received the inclosed letter in pencil from Doctor Syme, one 
of our old and respectable citizens, which we commend to your consid¬ 
eration. We ask, Can nothing be done for our security and relief^ 
You are no doubt fully advised of the condition of General Garnett’s 
army. He seems to have retreated from Laurel Hill into Pendleton 
County, and probably has reached Monterey, in Highland County, 
where we understand a large force has assembled. But the Federal 
troops may not see proper to attack them. They may prefer passing 
the Cheat Mountain unmolested along the aforesaid road and come in 
contact with the line of transportation to General Wise. Our people 
are much excited, and whether we are in any real danger or not, our 
people lack a sense of security. It is impossible to defend ourselves 
without men, guns, and ammunition. 

With great respect, we are, sir, your obedient servants, 

SAML. PEICE. 

MASOH MATHEWS. 


[InclosTire.] 

Messrs. Mathews and Price: 

Gextlemex: I know no two gentlemen who have the same right to 
speak for and in behalf of the people of Greenbrier as yourselves. 
Alexander is willing to be the bearer to Eichmond of any letters which 
you will write. He knows my views, as we have conversed freely. 
Eeally, I think you ought not to hesitate to communicate with the 
authorities, State and Federal, and make known our condition and 
wishes. The interests of the east as well as our own require that the 
enemy should not be allowed a foothold here. Do write and let him go, 
but do not sufler his going to arrest such other steps as may be thought 
necessary. 

Your Mend, 

W. H. SYME. 

Should you wish it, use my name as indorsing an 3 ijhing you recom¬ 
mend. 


Pocahontas Court-House, July 18 ^ 1861 . 
General H. E. Jackson: 

Permit me to suggest that at least 1,000 men, with the Bath Cavalry, 
ought to be stationed immediately on the Elk Mountain or the Huttons- 
ville and Huntersville turnpike; otherwise you leave this whole country 
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anprotectecl and give tlie enemy an opportunity to fall on your rear or 
on General Wise, or they may choose to rush forward to the railroad at 
Millborough and destroy and retreat through Alleghany and Greenbrier. 
These counties are so drained of men that there is no trouble to retreat 
through them and ^Nicholas, Braxton, &c.* back to Upshur, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. SKBEN^, 

[^•] Attorney for Gommomcealth 


Headquarters Army of the Potokac, 

Manassas Junction^ July 19^ 1861, 

After midnight to-night the red flannel scarf badge will hereafter be 
worn as a cravat or neck scarf by all to whom it has been issued. The 
enemy has resorted to this badge and to-day is wearing it round the 
left arm, Nevertheless it is enjoined on brigade, regimental, and com¬ 
pany commanders to impress on the men the necessity for the greatest 
circumspection and self-command, so as to avoid firing on friends wear¬ 
ing the armed badge by mistake, or from ignorance of this change. 
Certainty should be sought for by all possible precautions before tiring 
is begun. 

By command of Brigadier-General Beauregard: 

THOMAS JORDAN, 

[2.] ^ . Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Manassas Junction, July 19,1861—11 jp. m. 

Prom and after this date all orders providing badges are revoked, 
and no badge will be worn until otherwise specially ordered ftom these 
headquarters. Instead of which a signal of recognition will be the 
raising of the right or left hand as high as the hat or cap rim—the palm 
to the front; or a watchword issued daily when required. Watchword 
for the 20th July, 1861, Our homes.’’ 

By command of Brigadier-General Beauregard: 

THOMAS JORDAN, 

[2.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Manassas, July 19, [1861]—8 a, m, 

(Received 2 j). m.) 

Brigadier-General Holmes, en route: 

Huiry up the column. Something handsome may be anticipated. 
By command of General Beauregard: 

THOMAS JORDAN, 

[2.] Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


President Davis: 

En route for Memphis. 

[2.J 


OlAEKSVILLE, July 30,1861. 

Troops 'will be moved immediately. 

1. G. HAEBIS. 
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I^TASHVILLE, July 20^ 186h 

President Jeepbrson Davis : 

Three regiments will to-morrow commence moving to Virginia. By- 
Monday it is expected two others will be designated for your service. 

F. K. ZOLLIGOFFEE, 

[2.] Brigadier- General^ Oommanding, 


Knoxville, July 20^ 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

G-overnor Harris has ordered me to move my three regiments of 
infantry to Lynchburg, Va. I will commence the move to-morrow, and 
will go with the troops. I learn two more regiments will be sent from 
Kashville in a day or so to same place. 

S. K. AKDBE80N, 

[2. ] Brigadier- General. 


Staunton, July 20,1861. 

[Hon. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War:] 

Dear Sir: As- Staunton has been made one of the i)laces of rendez¬ 
vous for the troops called into service, I regard it of the highest impor¬ 
tance that there should be a military officer of intelligence and character 
in command of the post. Everything is now in the hands of the quar¬ 
termaster, M. G. Harman, who is a civilian unacquainted with military 
law or usages, and who has rendered himself exceedingly obnoxious 
to officers and soldiers. To-day there was a state of things which 
threatened an emeute. I was induced to interpose to prevent it, but 
there is no knowing what may be the consequence if some change is not 
made. I should be very much gratified if you could make a visit here 
or send some confidential agent. You would learn things that would 
surprise you. The officer in command here should be a calm, dignified 
man, who would possess the confidence of the public. The expendi¬ 
tures at this point are enormous and the public interests would not 
suffer from being vigilantly looked after. You can scarcely imagine 
the depth of tbe feeling occasioned by the call for the militia en masse. 
Men go to the battle field with very little alacrity when they feel that 
they leave their wives and children exposed to horrors to which their 
own perils are as nothing. The case ought to be modified, or the people 
may be driven to desperation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALEX. H. H. STUART. 

[ 2 .] 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters op the Forces, 

No. 227. 5 Richmond, Va., July SO, 1861. 

* * * # * It! # 

YIII, Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring, Provisional Army, 0. S., is assigned 
to the command of the Army of the Korthwest, and will proceed as soon 
as possible to Monterey. The following officers of the Provisional Army 
will report to Brigadier-General Loring for duty: Col. 0. L. Stevenson, 
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adjutaiit-general; Maj. A. L, Long, chief of artillery; Capt. Jas, Deshler, 
artillery; First Lieut. Joseph Whiting, on engineer service. 

By order of General Lee: 

GEO. PEAS, 

[2*] Assistant Adjiitcoit-GeneraL 


Brigade Headquarters, 

Camp at Monterey. July 1861. 

Col. Georoe Deas, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ C. 8. Army^ Biehmond, Va.: 

Sir : Yesterday I received the letter of General Lee of the 16th of 
July, unaccountably delayed upon the road, in Trhich he refers to the 
importance of defending the mountain passes to prevent the advance 
of the enemy to the Central Railroad at Millborough. I have been 
exceedingly anxious that the general should be apprised by x)ersonal 
inspection of the indescribable condition into vrhich this branch of the 
army has fallen, and therefore have learned with great pain, through 
Major Harman, that his contemplated movement toward this quarter 
has been delayed. I can confidently say that of all the troops under 
my command the regiments from Georgia and Horth Carolina are alone 
reliable and fit for service, all the rest having been demoralized to a 
greater or less extent by our late disasters. The condition of Colonel 
Ramsey’s command, the larger portion of which has arrived in camp, 
is in truth pitiable. Officers and men are absolutely stripped of 
everything—tents, clothing, cooking utensils, shoes—and I am sorry to 
believe that many have thrown away their arms. Men and horses 
jaded, dispirited, halt, and limping, are wholly unfit for duty, and what 
disposition to make of them is a most serious question. Ho re-enforce¬ 
ments have come up from below. The Arkansas regiment, so long and 
anxiously looked for, did not leave Staunton until yesterday. It cer¬ 
tainly must be obvious at a glance that with the available troops at 
hand little or nothing can be done, and yet, unless the points referred 
to by the general.be taken at once, they must pass into the enemy’s 
hands. Is the whole country thus to be surrendered ? A glance at the 
map will show that to prevent the advance of the enemy at least two 
routes toward the east must be at once held—^the one upon which we 
now are and the turnpike from Huttonsville through Huntersville to 
Millborough. My letter of yesterday will have informed you that I have 
sent forward a small but comparatively well-organized force to occupy 
the Alleghany pass on the former, with the faint hope that they might 
ascertain by reconnoitering that the Cheat pass had as yet been 
neglected by the enemy, and by a forced march at night might throw 
themselves into it. This movement, contemifiated by me from the first, 
had been delayed by the sickness of Colonel Johnson, who, it is need¬ 
less to say, has been my main reliance. I am sorry to say that he is 
still unwell and unable to sustain the advance by his presence. The 
inhabitants of Pocahontas, through which the other route passes, are 
said to be loyal. Those of them who are not already in General Wise’s 
brigade are flying, or are disposed to fly, to arms. But they appeal 
for assistance and ask not to be abandoned. Under these circum¬ 
stances, weak as I am, the receipt of the general’s letter decided me at 
once to send the Sixth Horth Carolina Regiment into Pocahontas and 
to the Elk Mountain pass, said to be defensible, accompanied by the 
Bath County Cavalry. I have taken the liberty of countermanding 
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the proclamation of Major Harman calling upon the militia of Poca¬ 
hontas and adjacent counties to rendezvous at Staunton. Have directed 
that they rendezvous at Huntersville^ have sent them powder for their 
rifles; have ordered them to go at once against the enemy, to blockade 
the road from Huttonsville to Elk Mountain by felling trees before him, 
and to beset his flanks from the adjacent woods and fastnesses. I have 
also written to Major Harman to send one of the regiments at Staunton 
by the railroad and Millboroiigh in the same direction, and shall make 
arrangements at Huntersville for their supplies. I think the general 
will perceive that in comparison with my resources I have undertaken 
a vast deal, and yet‘what else was to be done^ I must either advance 
or retreat from this point. To advance may be dangerous; to retreat 
would be ruinous, since the whole country, thus apparently abandoned, 
would probably turn from us to receive the enemy with open arms. I 
must be excused, therefore, for praying most earnestly that attention 
be turned in this direction; that re-enforcements of all kinds be for¬ 
warded at once; that some one more competent than I be placed in 
charge of these complicated operations; or that, if this cannot be, the 
necessary staff officers be sent to my assistance, since, without any 
exaggeration, apart from the anxieties of my position, flesh and blood 
cannot long stand the mere detail labor imposed upon me. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HEmiY E. JAOKSOH, 

[2.] Brigadier- Oeneralj Commanding. 


Beig-abe Headqtjaetees, 

Gamjg at Monterey^ July 20^ 1861. 

Ool. Geoege Deas, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Bichmond, Va,: 

SiE: Since I finished my dispatch of this morning I have received 
information as to the positions of the enemy sufficiently reliable, in my 
judgment, to be communicated to headquarters for consideration. 
And first in reference to the number of troops at different points 
under the command of General McClellan. An analysis of these 
various reports would give him in Northwest Virginia at least 30,000, 
and perhaps 40,000, men. Looking to the danger besetting the right 
flank of our present position, I would refer to the copy of a letter here¬ 
with inclosed, adding that there can be no doubt of the fact that the 
vanguard or a scouting party of the enemy entered Petersburg soon 
after Colonel Eamsey left it. Pour days ago a messenger from a reliable 
person brought intelligence to Colonel Eamsey that 3,000 of the enemy 
had descended from Kew Creek, on the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad, 
to come up into the neighborhood of Greenland and to take the road 
to Petersburg. Greenland is about sixteen miles from Petersburg, on 
the ^Northwestern turnpike. Petersburg is thirty miles from Franklin 
and Franklin is twenty-four miles from this point. Colonel Jackson, 
of the Virginia volunteers, is under the impression that the enemy will 
attack us from that direction; Colonel Eamsey thinks otherwise, hav¬ 
ing destroyed, as he says, the bridges behind him, and thinking that 
the object of the enemy was simply to annoy his rear and to pick up 
stragglers. It seems to me that prudence requires an eye to be kept 
open toward that point. Passing on to the column under the immediate 
command of General McClellan, its number is estimated variously as 
from 7,000 to 13,000 men. There can now be but little doubt that on the 
18th instant 1,000 of these were engaged in fortifying the top of Cheat 
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Mountain. General McClellan is reported to have been himself sta¬ 
tioned at the western foot of that ridge. His scouts have been roam- 
iug the country on this side of it, and yesterday a party of nine of them 
were taken in ambush by a party of our scouts, who killed seven of 
them and wounded the eighth. General McClellan has been assidu¬ 
ously inviting all the people who have fled from that region to return 
to their homes, assuring them protection to person and property. His 
treatment of prisoners is humane in a high degree, and I am apprehen- 
. sive that the contrast between the course of Ms troops and that of our 
poor, destitute, half-starved soldiers toward the inhabitants of the 
country will work serious mischief to our cause. The telegraphic wire 
has been brought to Beverly, and Ms movements are evidently con¬ 
ducted with promptness and method. Passing around to the country 
on our left flank, all of the reports from that direction, together with 
the fortifying of Cheat Mountain, would seem to indicate the intention 
of the enemy to move his main column along the Huttonsville turn¬ 
pike, which for several days past he has been energetically reconnoiter- 
ing, either toward Huntersville and Millborough, to take possession of 
the railroad or, toward Lewisburg, to operate against General Wise. 
This conclusion shows how important it is that special attention should 
be turned to that line, and yet how disproportionate our means to the 
end to be accomplished. The NTorth Carolina regiment, cheerful and 
hopeful, with instructions to Colonel Lee to move cautiously, is now 
upon its road to Elk Mountain. I have begged its officers to keep the 
probability of retreat ever in contemplation, so that retreat may not of 
necessity become a rout. Certainly nature has constructed no country 
better fitted for the retreat of a small before a superior* force, and 
this, I am sorry to say, is at last my greatest hope. It is now clear 
that unless we be soon and largely re-enforced NTorthwestern Yirginia 
must be abandoned. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. R. JACKSONT, 

[2.1 Brigadi&i' General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Twelfth Georg-ia Eeg-iment, 

Gam]g at Cheat Mountain^ July 20^ 1861, 

General H. E. Jackson, 

Monterey, Va, : 

Sir: We arrived at this point at 11 o’clock yesterday. I find gTeat 
difficulty in procuring the necessary quantity of water for this regiment 
only, being distant half a mile from camp. There are approaches for the 
enemy [from] three or four directions both in front and rear of our posi¬ 
tion. How soon a powerful and sagacious enemy may avail themselves 
of these advantages is more than I am able to conjecture. Major Will 
iams and myself have just returned from an observation of the position, 
and from the insurmountable difficulty of water and the facility of out¬ 
flanking me on both sides, concur in opinion that this point is utterly 
indefensible. For particulars I refer you to the major himself. Your 
orders to me were to occupy this position, which I shall do at every 
peril until ordered otherwise by yourself. Inclosed you will please find 
morning report. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ^ Z. T. OOiraHE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Twelfth Georgia Regiment^ Comdg, 


[ 2 -] 
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Beig-ade Headquaetees, 

Gamp at Monterey^ July SO, 1861, 

Lieut. Ool. Z. T. OoisfXER, 

Commanding Twelfth Georgia Regiment: 

SiB: The general desires me to say, in response to your favor of this 
date, that he does not expect you to hold a position determined to be 
wholly indefensible. You will therefore take some point convenient to 
water from which you can readily retreat, and, in case you be apprised 
by Major Jones, who should always be kept in your advance and near 
to the enemy, of any formidable advance, you will at once put your 
wagons upon the move and contend with the enemy from point to point 
on the road where your men can annoy him with least exposure to 
themselves, making such use of Lieutenant Massey's artillery as the 
nature of the ground may permit. The general supposes that with the 
cavalry coii^s in your front and the militia rides scouting about your 
flanks, and due vigilance in the discharge of ordinary guard duty, your 
command will not be in danger of surprise. And the character of the 
roads from your position to Monterev is such as to render it impossible 
for the enemy to bring any large force to bear against you. He, how¬ 
ever, desires that you shall keep up a frank and constant communica¬ 
tion with him, and to realize that while he hopes that you may effect 
something in resisting the advance of the enemy, he does not desire 
your command to be too much exposed. 

By order of Brig. Gen. H. E. Jackson, commanding. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GAEKETT ANDEEWS, 

[2.] Second Lieutenant and Aide-de-camp, Actg, Asst, Adjt, Gen, 


Staunton, Ya., July SO, 1861, 
Lieut. Col. Geoege Beas, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel ; I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders 
received from the commanding general on yesterday I at once assumed 
cominand of the troops here. The Arkansas regiment. Colonel Eust, left 
for Monterey soon after my arrival. This morning I dispatched my own 
regiment, the Twenty-first, and Colonel Burks^ the Forty-second, for 
the same point, and this afternoon the battalion of provisional troops, 
mounted. Captain Marye’s guns and harness are here. As soon after 
the arrival of the men and horses as possible the battery will join 
General Jackson. I shall join my command at Buffalo Gap to-night. 
Our forces are all, or nearly all, at Monterey, I learn, and I am 
informed that there is some disorganization among them. I wish 
respectfully to call the attention of the commanding general to the 
facts that the quartermaster’s and commissary sux^plies are inadequate 
to the demand, and that there is a great deficiency in ammunition. I 
consider it absolutely necessary that the requisitions for ammunition 
for the troops in this region should be filled at once. 

I am, sir, very respecttuUy, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM GILHAM, 

[-^•J _ Colonel of Volunteers, 

Headquaetees Oayaley Station, July SO, 1861, 
General H. E. Jackson, 

Commanding Forces at Monterey: 

Sir : I find great difficulty in operating with my militia company. 
They complain already of being broken down, lame, &c., and they are 
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unwilling to go forward since they have heard of the close proximity 
of the enemy. I shall use my efibrt to get them out and to procure what 
information I can from them, though the hope is bad and slight. The 
cavalry are advanced upon every road and path in eight miles, with 
orders to report constantly to me any suspicious cii'cumstances they, 
may see. They obey promptly and willingly. Captain Cole can give 
you the particulars of our situation, &c. I had intended to go to 
Greenbrier Biver and make my headquarters there, but under the cir¬ 
cumstances do not deem it prudent to do so. Excuse the necessity of 
writing to you in pencil. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. C. JOXES, 

[^•] IlajoTj &c. 


Headquarters, 
WilUamshiirg^ 20^ 1861. 

Col. GEORaE Deas, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ C. 8. Arwzy; 

I have received a letter from Captain Ingraham stating that no guns 
could be si)ared from Spratley’s farm, as it had been decided upon to 
erect works of defense at Mulberry Island. I was made aware of the 
contemplated work at that point by General Lee, but directed at the 
same time not to relax my efforts to prepare for defense on the lines 
here and in this vicinity. I beg leave to remark that whilst I am 
extremely glad to hear that works are to be erected on Mulberry 
Ivsland and opposite, as they will be obstacles to the enemy in any 
attempt to ascend the river, yet that any work erected on this side of 
the river could be carried by the enemy, either by storm or by siege on 
the land side, and then that their ships could pass up. Mulberry 
Island (so-called) is not an island, but a peninsula, and therefore any 
work on it, however strong, can be taken. Again, it is not certain that 
the enemy will permit a work to be erected there and then made very 
strong without an attemi)t to interrupt its progress, and if they should 
interrupt it, and Spratley’s and the river coast to a short distance 
below King’s Mill be not protected by guns in position, neither York- 
town nor Jamestown would prevent a march almost uninterrupted on 
Eichmond. Of course the enemy Avould mask Torktown; with sufficient 
troops they might almost disregard Jamestown, and there is no gTound 
above Williamsburg off’ering facilities for defense. On the other hand, 
admirable positions for defense exist below Williamsburg, but the right 
flank of these positions on James River must be protected. A landing 
at or near Spratley’s farm would turn all the works we have erected or 
could erect. The reasons against it apply with equal force to James¬ 
town Island, for it might with equal force be said that there is no 
necessity to have any guns at Jamestown Island, because works are to 
be erected at Mulberry Point and opposite. The work at Mulberry 
Island is very important and ought at once to be built, as well as the 
one opposite, but that one on the island (Mulberry) can always be 
taken, as I said before. The spot where the work is to be erected—and 
that is the proper spot—is cut off* from the mainland by an impassable 
marsh, but this marsh is very near where the work is to be, and the 
ground on the land side of the marsh commands the work. Erom this 
side at a distance of half a mile the enemy could erect batteries of 
heavy guns and perhaps make our work untenable; at all events much 
time would be required to make it secure against a land attack, and as 
my works here are ready to receive the guns; as they (the guns) are 
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absolutely necessary to secure tlie flanks of our position; as General 
Lee lias authorized me to get them wherever I can, not taking them 
from any positions at Jamestown bearing upon the channel, and as 
General Huger has sent me word that he can furnish me with four 32- 
pounders, old pattern, and their carriages; and as I am satisfied this 
would meet with the approbation of General Lee, who is perfectly 
acquainted with my plans here, I beg that the proper authorities will 
assist me in barring this gate, which now stands wide open, on the 
road to Eichmond. I will permit General Huger to send me the guns, 
which he says he does not require at present, and will forward the 
necessary ammunition for the same without delay. I send Mr. Poor, 
of the engineers, with this. He bears a letter to General Huger, and 
I hope he will be expedited in his arrangements to procure the guns. 
I beg leave to remark further that the guns at Spratley’s would assist 
very greatly in preventing a landing at the east end of Jamestown 
Island. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

Brigadier^ General, Commanding, 


Manassas, July 21,1861 — 7,30 p, m. 

General S. Coopee, 

Adjutant-General, BicJmond: 

As far as I can learn we have won the battle, but with heavy loss. 
Colonel Bartow killed; also Lieutenant-Colon elJohnson, of Hampton’s 
Legion. General Bee is mortally wounded, and it is feared General 
E. Kirby Smith also. I will telegraph as get intelligence. 

THOS. G. EHETT. 


Eichmond, July 21,1861, 

Maj. H. L. Olay, 

Lynchburg, Ya,: 

Send the three Tennessee regiments as they arrive at Lynchburg 
immediately to Staunton, there to report to Maj. M. G. Harman. 

S. OOOPEE, 

[2.] Adjutant-General, 


Manassas Junction, Ya., July 21,1861, 

[Gen. E. S. Ewell!:] 

General; You will hold yourself in readiness to take the offensive 
on Centerville at a moment’s notice, to make a diversion against the 
enemy’s intended attack on Mitchell’s Ford and probably Stone Bridge. 
You will protect well your right flank against any attack from the east¬ 
ward. General Holmes’ brigade will support your movement. If the 
enemy is prepared to atttack in front of your left, leave it in position 
with orders to take the offensive when it hears your engagement on the 
other side of the run. I intend to take the offensive throughout my 
front as soon as possible. 

Eespectfully, 


[2.] 


G. T. BEAUEBGAKD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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President Jefferson Davis: 


Manassas, Ya., Jidy 21^ 1861. 

(Eeceived afc Culpeper 21st.) 


A general engagement going on 5 our men cool and confident,* G-en- 
eral Johnston’s troops coming on in good time. 

THOS. JOEDAl^, 

[^•1 Assistant Adj%itant-General. 


General E. E. Lee : 


Staunton, J^lly 21,1861. 


The distance by Millborough to Huntersville to Huttonsville is 
thirty-one miles longer than by turnpike to go from Monterey to Hut¬ 
tonsville. By Huntersville is thirty-four miles out of the way, over a 
bad road. The defense of Cheat Mountain will not close the passage 
of the enemy to Huttonsville. The maps are unreliable. You can 
only depend on report of engineers after examination. 

[2.J M. G. HAEMAK 


Headquarters Northwestern Armx, Yiroinia, 

Monterey, July 21, 1861. 

Col. Georoe Deas, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Richmond, Yf/. : 

Sra: The commanding general must excuse me for suggesting and 
urging the importance of sending troops up to the Millborough Station 
to advance upon the Huntersville and Huttonsville turnpike. The 
best information which I receive indicates that the enemy will move in 
that direction, if it be his intention to descend upon the railroad. I 
have already written you that I had sent the North Carolina regiment 
in that direction. I was fully apprised of the difficulties and possible 
dangers which might beset it upon the march, but I felt profoundly 
that not to do so would be practically to surrender the country. The 
people needed encouragement of some sort, and wffiileno demonstration 
of power whatsoever was being* made upon our side, General McClellan 
was shrewdly and actively at work in holding out inducements to them 
to meet his advance; if not with willingness, at least with resignation. 
I must confess, however, that I am watching Colonel Lee’s progress 
with no little anxiety, and should be much relieved to know that a 
column of any dimension whatever was in motion from the east upon 
which in case of necessity he might fall back. I am greatly apprehen¬ 
sive that before he can possibly reach the Elk Mountain the enemy will 
be upon it, and all mountain advantages for holding that country lost 
to us forever. My only hope now is that the people of that region may 
have taken up arms in their own defense, but this hope grows fainter 
day by day. That the general may be fully apprised of the discourage¬ 
ments as well as the embarrassments by which I am surrounded, I 
would beg to refer specially to copies of letters marked Nos. 1 and 2 ; 
from the first of these he will learn that the rifle corps, organized from 
all of the militia who reported at this point for duty, have failed to come 
up to my just expectations. I am affiaid that the rule ex uno disce omnes 
may be applicable to them all. From the other he will perceive the 
difficulty of holding the point we have taken upon the Alleghany Eidge, 
resulting first from its indefensibility, in a scientific point of view, and 
secondly, from the discouragement which has evidently betaken our 
forces very generally; and yet after a thorough examination of the whole 
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of the adjacent country, I am satisfied that the point now occupied by 
our troops is the strongest and most available to be found, and the 
Georgia regiment there stationed was not a participant in the recent 
and remarkable panic. To me it is altogether obvious that the only 
way to hold this country at all is by adopting the guerrilla system, and 
that by this system, with ordinarily active and cheerful troops, it can 
be done. With a view of preventing the demoralization of the new 
regiments, which are now upon the road, by contact with the disorgan¬ 
ized wrecks of Colonel Eamsey’s recent command, I have thrown the 
larger portion of the latter to McDv/well, a point twelve miles in our 
rear, to recruit and refit themselves. I will endeavor to make out and 
send you to-morrow a statement of the entire strength of the forces which 
remain under my command. I would beg to reiterate in conclusion 
that the presence of the commanding general would add new life, energy, 
and liope to all. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HEKEY E. JAOKSOlSr, 

[2.] Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquaeters Cavalry Station, 

July 21,1861. 

General H. E. Jackson, 

Commanding Forces at Monterey: 

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that everything is quiet this 
morning in the direction of the enemy. My scouts are advanced upon 
every road and have observed no suspicious movement whatever. 
Yesterday I sent forward forty riflemen to take to the bush and to pene¬ 
trate as far as possible to the top of Cheat Mountain. They have 
rations for two days, and are ordered to report everything to me. You 
shall be duly and promptly advised of any movement here. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. 0. JONES, 

[2.] Major, Commanding Cavalry. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army or the Potomac, 

No. 13C. ] Manassas Junction, July 21,1861. 

Lieut. Col. Eichard Snowden is placed on special duty with this 
army, and is authorized to join any brigade engaged and opposed to 
artillery, in which event he will be furnished with a detachment of 
picked riflemen to shoot fuse-balls into caissons and ammunition 
wagons. 

By command of Brigadier-General Beauregard: 

THOMAS JOEDAN, 

[^•] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Pieth Brioade, 

> Army or the Shenandoah, 

1 . ) Piedmont, Va., July 21,1861. 

I. The undersigned assumes command of this brigade, and of all 
troops now at this place. 

* * * ^ m m m 

lY. The trooi)s will move in the following order for Manassas Junc¬ 
tion, viz; -Brigade: Ninth Georgia, Colonel Goulding; Eleventh 
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Georgia, Ooloi^l Anderson; Kentucky Battalion, Maj. Thomas Olai- 
Tentli Alabama, Lieuteuant-Colonel Martin; 
Tbirty-eignth Virginia, Colonel Edmonds; Eleventh Alabama, Colonel 
Isinth Alabama, Colonel Wilcox; Mneteenth Mississippi, Col¬ 
onel Mott. The above commanders will send to this office a report 
stating the total number of men, officers, and servants of their com¬ 
mands who will require transportation. 

^ , JOHK H. EOEISTEY, 

Colonel Tenth Alabama Regiment^ Comdg, Fifth Brigade. 


Ordeus, ) Headquarters Eloyd’s Brigade, 

) Gamp JacJcsoUj July 21j 1861. 

The Fiftieth Virginia Eegiment (Floyd’s brigade), under command 
of Col. A. W, Eeynolds, will be held in readiness to move to-morrow at 
2.30 o’clock by railroad to Salem, where it will take post until further 
orders. Second. Maj. C.E. Thorburn, Fiftieth Virginia Eegiment, will 
take charge of the three companies of cavalry now here and prepare them 
to inarch in the direction of the Sweet Springs. The quartermaster 
will assign to the cavalry companies six wagons, and make all neces¬ 
sary arrangements for the troops on the march. All baggage and stores 
belonging to the Fiftieth Eegiment will be transported by railroad to 
Salem, The commissary will supply the regiment with rations for two 
days. 

By order of Brig, G-en. John B. Floyd, commanding brigade: 

WILLIAM E. PETEES, 

[2.] Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond, July 22. 1861. 

Maj. H. L. Clay, 

Lynchhnrg^ Ya.: 

Col. T. W. Thomas’ Georgia regiment passed Wytheville this morn¬ 
ing for Lynchbui'g. Send it to Manassas. Keep the sixty men of A. 
East’s Arkansas regiment until they are armed, and send them to 
Staunton to join the regiment. 

S. COOPEE, 

[2.] Adj^itant- Genera 1. 


Eichmond, July 22, 1861. 

Maj. H. L. Clay, 

Lynchburg, Ya.: 

Muster the Georgia regiment if there are other armed troops to 
occupy the trains. If not, let the regiment go forward to be mustered 
at Manassas. 

S. COOPEE, 

[2.] Adjutant-General, djc. 


Eiohmond, July 22, 1861. 

Col. B. D. Fry, 

Montgomery, Ala.: 

Proceed to this place at once with your regiment, where it will be 
armed. Move without delay. 


[2.] 


L. P. WALKER. 
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EiOHMONI), Jul^ 22^ 1861, 

Col. Walton Ectob, 

Oriffin^ Ga,: 

Tlie Secretary of War directs that you proceed with your regiment 
to this place and report. 

S. OOOPEE, 

[2. J A djutant- General, dee. 


Eiohmond, July 22, 1861. 

Governor Isham: G. Harris, 

Memphis, Tenn. : 

We gained a glorious victory yesterday at Manassas. We need 
more troops. In addition to the three regiments you have already 
sent under General Anderson, please send two more immediately and 
1,000,000 cartridges. 

L. P. WALKEE. 

[^•J 


Wytheville, July 22,1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

The enemy has crossed the Ohio and are advancing up the valley of 
Guyandotte, stated upon what seems to be reliable authority. Much 
uneasiness is felt even in Tazewell County. The people are ready to 
turn out eu masse, but are without powder. Send me here by express 
if possible one dozen kegs of powder to be sent to Logan and Wyoming. 
The last of my men can leave this week for Jackson’s Eiver. 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

]8rigadier- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

General Lee: 

I have directed Major Gorgas to forward twenty-five kegs of powder 
in the morning. I send you this that you may be advised of the rumor. 

L. P. W[ALKEE]. 

[ 2 .] 


Eichmond, July 22, 1861. 
COMiVIANDING- OFFICER AT MANASSAS, YA.: 

Telegraph in few words what is the actual state of things this morn- 
iDg, in order that a communication may be made to Congress when it 
meets at 12 o’clock to-day, especially as to the certainty of the victory. 

S. COOPEE, 

[2.] Adjutant^Oeneral, &c. 


Manassas, July 22,1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-General : 

Yictory complete. Advanced forces report that enemy fied in con¬ 
fusion through Centerville last night. 

JEFF, DAYIS. 

[2.] 
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs, Armt op the Poto^iao, 

No. 146. ) Manassas^ July 22^ 1861, 

The command of General Beauregard as it stood organized on tlie 
20th instant into brigades or sex^arate commands ■will for the present 
return to that organization ■with the following headquarters: First 
Brigade, Brig. Gen. M. L. Bonham, at Centerville; Second Brigade, 
Brigadier-General Ewell, at or about Union Mills in advance; Third 
Brigade, Brig. Gen. D. E. Jones, at a position on Union Mills and Oem 
terville road about half way between Braddock^s road and Union Mills 
Ford ; Fourth Brigade, Brigadier-General Longstreet, at or about the 
crossing of the Union Mills and Centerville- road and the Braddock 
road; Fifth Brigade, Colonel Cocke, at or about Suspension Bridge 
over Cub Eun; Sixth Brigade, Colonel Early, in position on Bull Eun 
one mile above Stone Bridge; Bvans^ command at or about Stone 
Bridge, except Hunton’s Eegiment Yirginia Volunteers, which will 
remain at these headquarters for the present. Colonel Eadford will 
concentrate such of his companies as are not specially detached at a 
point on Bull Eun to the left of Mitchell’s Ford. The commanders 
of all regiments will take immediate measures for collecting stragglers 
from other regiments, who will be then sent forthwith under an officer 
and proper guides to join the headquarters of the several brigades to 
which they may belong. 

By command of General Beauregard: 

THOMAS JOEUAN, 

[2.] sissistant Adjutant-Generah 


Special Orders, > Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, 

No. 147. ) Manassas^ J^dy 22, 1861, 

I. The President deeming it important that General Holmes shall 
return with his command "to his former position at an early moment, 
he will accordingly prepare to march in the morning. 

II. The President regrets to be obliged, at this juncture, to request 
this movement of General Holmes after his remarkable march to the 
support of this army at a critical juncture—a march which the general 
commanding has to express his sincere thanks, as also for the critical 
service rendered on the field of battle yesterday by that portion of the 
brigade which was called to the immediate scene of action. 

By ot a».er.l Beauregard: 

[•21 . Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hbadqtjaetees Depaetment, 

Williamsburg, July 22,1861. 

Col. L. MoLaws, 

Tenth Georgia Regiment, Oommwnaing, &c.: 

SlE- General Magrnder directs that you have your troo^ -when not 
eneaffed in active works in readiness to march at a moment’s warning 
either to Grove’s Wharf or King’s Mill, and arrange them to the works 
and lines they are to defend should it be necessary. Include in the 
an^gement the troops at King’s Mm, viz, the Fifteenth Virginia 
Eegiment and the Second Louisiana Volunteers, as well as the a^^ry 
and the Wythe Eifles. It is well that the troops should be accustomed 
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to form rapidly in the position they are to occupy in line. Eeport to 
me in writing tlie arrangement you propose, and p’ease call with it at 
these hea(l(iuarters when at leisure. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. B. COSBY, 

[2.] Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Depaetivient Headquaetees, 

Williamslnrg^ July 1861. 

Col. Eobeet Johnston, 

Commanding Cavalry^ Godkletown: 

SiE: To avoid any surprise at Bethel to the picket stationed there, 
if there is one there, another might be kept at the milldam or crossing 
below. Pickets should be kept out in such a manner as to prevent 
infantry moving through the woods to Cockletown. Captain Philips 
and others can indicate the points to Colonel Johnston, who will be 
very vigilant. It is thought by the commanding general that thirty 
infantry is too small a party to send out in ambush, but it is desired 
that the enemy be pressed back and kept from marauding as much as 
possible. 

By command of General Magruder: 

G. B. COSBY, 

[2.] Major and Acting Assistant Adjiitant-General. 


Staunton, \July'\ ^2.1861. 

General E. E. Lee : 

I am here by order of General Jackson with the remnant of six com¬ 
panies of the Twentieth Eegiment—A, B, C, I>, E, and F —with orders 
to report at general headquarters. I have with me Companies G and 
H, which are on parole. Shall I bring all the companies to Eichmond'2 
Answer by telegraph. 

KAT. TYLEE, 

[2.] Major^ Commanding. 


Eaeetgh, July 22j 1861. 

The Peesibent: 

SiE: The Governor directs me to inclose to you a communication 
from General Gatlin relative to the necessity of erecting two additional 
batteries for the defense of Wilmington, according to Whiting’s plan. 
Oapt. 0. Lee arrived to-day, and as he will report to you about the forts 
the Governor avails himself of the opportunity of suggesting that we 
have engineer officers competent to finish the fortifications at Hatteras 
and Ocracoke and on the Cape Fear. As the troops there will have 
to be paid and the expense of finishing the fortifications to be met, he 
would undertake the matter upon your sending him $50,000 in Confed¬ 
erate bonds, keeping an account of the disbursements and advancing 
the money on them. This suggestion is made predicated upon the fear 
expressed by you to me that you would find it difficult to furnish offi¬ 
cers, and that as the General Government had assumed the jurisdiction 
of the forts and would undergo the expense of garrisoning them it 
would possibly relieve you for us to advance the funds on the bonds. 
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The enemy’s ships of war are daily off Hatteras and indeed blockade 
our whole coast. The English man-of-war lies off Beanfort, to give 
safe exit to two British merchantmen loading there. 

Very respectfully, 

WAEEEK' WlhTSLOW. 


[Inclosure.] 

Hdqks. Southern Department, Coast Defenses, 

Wilmington^ 2^. 0., July 17.1861. 

Hon. Warren Winslow, 

Secretary of Military Affairs, Raleigh, N. G. : 

Sir; I shall be glad to receive the eleven 32-pounders, but the order 
to discontinue expenditures on account of the State will jnevent their 
immediate use, as the batteries for which they were required have not 
been erected. Three of the batteries erected by General Whiting were 
not commenced when the engineer and his laborers were discharged. 
Besides these, two other batteries should be erected on the coast above 
Confederate Point Light, and this without delay. In order that you 
may understand the importance of these contemplated batteries I will 
explain. New Inlet is protected, one at Peek’s Island and the other at 
Confederate Point, on the opposite side of the channel. To prevent 
this latter from being turned by an enemy landing on the main I have 
established a camp for the Eighth Eegiment of Volunteers near the 
head of the sound, about five miles from the light, and which is called 
Camp Wyatt. These troops are further intended to march against the 
enemy, should he land upon the banks; but as in that case to reach 
the mainland he would have to cross the sound it is not likely to be 
attempted. The coast for fifteen miles above Confederate Point offers 
great facilities for landing. In ordinary weather, and when the wind is 
westerly, the sea is smooth and there is little or no surf, while there 
are three fathoms of water within half a mile of the shore. By erect¬ 
ing a battery near Camp Wyatt and another some two miles and a half 
nearer Confederate Point the vessels of the enemy would be compelled 
to keep at least two miles from shore, and his landing would be rendered 
difiScult, if not impossible. As it now stands he could run near enough 
to Camp Wyatt to fire a broadside into it. I hope you will agree with 
me that these two batteries ought to be erected at once. Should it be 
determined to do so, I must request that Captain Winder, who is now 
on recruiting service under the orders of Colonel Bradford, be directed 
to return here and resume the duties of chief engineer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[2.] Brigadier-General, Commandhig. 


Ealeiuh, J2dy 22, 1861. 

His Excellency Henry T. Clark, 

Governor of State of North Carolina: 

Governor : I very respectfully beg leave to furnish you with a brief 
statement of what I communicated to you verbally on the 20 th instant 
in regard to the troops, &c., on the Northern Department of the Coast 
Defenses: First. The Seventh Eegiment of twelve-months’ volunteers 
has been assigned to this portion of the coast. Five companies are at 
Ocracoke Inlet, three at Hatteras Inlet, and three at Oregon Inlet. 
Second. In anticipation of their being mustered into service, which 

13 R R—VOL LI, FT II 
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duty Captain Gilliam is engaged in, and whicli will be performed in a 
few days, I have ordered an election of field officers to be field at Hat- 
teras Inlet on tfie 27tfi instant. Tfiird. Meantime, Major Andrews, 
wlio lias been ordered to tfie command at Hatteras Inlet, is directed to 
make recruits from tfie Seventfi Eegiment for tfie regular service. 
Sfiould fie succeed tfiis regiment will be broken up. Fourth. It may, 
however, be filled by assigning as many companies of twelve-months’ 
volunteers as determine to join tfie regular forces. But if those com¬ 
panies are not now formed or cannot be made up and tfie regiment 
organized before tfie 20tfi of August, tfie remaining companies of 
twelve-months’ volunteers will, as I understand, be disbanded, which 
would leave tfie batteries, now inadequately defended, at tfie mercy of 
tfie enemy. Fifth. There are now three companies of twelve-months’ 
volunteers and two companies of artillery at Fort Macon. Sixth. 
Where tfie companies have not been assigned to any regiment, unless 
under regimental organization, they would, I suppose, be disbanded on 
tfie 20tfi of August. Seventfi. Whether the artillery companies would 
be retained in service after tfie 20tfi of August I am unable to say. I 
suppose, however, they would also be disbanded on tfie 20tfi of August 
unless there should be a regiment of artillery formed prior to that 
time. Eighth. Your Excellency will thus perceive that under existing 
laws and tfie terms of tfie transfer of tfie State troops to tfie Confed¬ 
erate Army tfie coast will be almost stripped of troops on tfie 20tfi of 
August. Kintfi. I would again respectfully call Your Excellency’s 
attention to tfie deficiency of ammunition at Ocracoke, Hatteras, and 
Oregon Inlets, for which, as well as for stores of every description, I 
made full requisitions at an early day after I entered tfie service of tfie 
State, and on several occasions since have repeated those requisitions. 
Tenth. At Oregon Inlet [there are] but 2,000 pounds of cannon pow¬ 
der, which is 2,000 of tfie 4,000 pounds I obtained on personal applica¬ 
tion from tfie llorfolk Havy-Yard; and, of ammunition for small-arms, 
there are only 12,610 ball cartridges, which were made by tfie ladies at 
Kew Berne, and 8,000 caps, which I purchased on my own account 
from a gentleman in New Berne. Eleventh. Among the items in my 
requisitions above referred to was one for irons, &c., for barbette car¬ 
riages. Tfie frames for twenty have been ready for tfie irons during 
tfie last six weeks. These irons were, as I am informed, ordered by 
Mr, Wfiitford, at Eicfimond, but up to tfie 20tfi instant they had not come 
to hand. I allude to these irons from their great importance in the 
coast defenses. Tfie guns with barbette carriages are worked with ten 
men less than are required for tfie navy carriages. Their increased 
weight gives a corresponding elevation to tfie parapets, thus affording 
tfie men more protection, and tfie guns can be loaded and fired from 
them three times as fast as from tfie navy carriages. 

I have tfie honor to be, Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 

WALTER GWYNN, 

Brigadier-General^ Gomdg. Northern Dept, of the Coast Defenses, 

[3-1 


EiohmoOT), July 22 , 1861 . 

Governor F. "W. Pickens, 

Columbia, S. G.: 

We gained a great victory yesterday at Manassas, but I cannot 
answer your question as to wbether the South Carolina regiments were 
actively engaged in the fight or not. 

[2,] L. P. WALKER. 
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Tvr„; TT T r. RicEDIOND, July J3, 1861. 

Maj. H. L. Olay, Lynchburg: 

Send the Eleventh [Fourteenth] and Twelfth [Fifteenth] (A. V. 
Jjruniby and T. W. Thomas) Georgia Regiments to Millborough via 

OtclUlltOIl. Ordp.rw will of TVl'iIlK/M-irk-.-.o-l. 


btaunton. Orders will await them at Millborough 

S. OOOrBR, 
Adjutant-General, &o. 


[2.j 


ivr„- TT X ^ Richmond, Ja/y AS, AWi. 

Maj. H. L. Olay, Lynchburg: 

T. W. Thomas’Georgia regiment to Manassas instead of to 
iviiiiborough, as directed this morning. 

S. OOOPEE, 
Adjutant General,, <&c. 


^ Eichmond, ;2S, 1861, 

Maj. H. L. Olay, Lynchburg: 

Col. E. Hatton’s Tennessee regiment, armed with rilies and fully sup¬ 
plied with ammunition, passed Wytheville last night for Lynchburg. 
Push it forward to Staunton, as directed on the 21st instant." 

S. COOPEE, 

L^* ] Adj utajit General, 


, . War Depabtivient, C. S. A., 

Richmond,, July 26', 1861, 

His Excellency Henry T. Clark, 

Governor of North Carolina: 

Sir : A letter received from Brigadier-General Huger, commanding 
at Norfolk, states that some weeks since he wrote to the Executive of 
North Carolina requesting that two regiments of the State might be 
kept at Garysburg and sent to him when wanted. He now desires 
these regiments be sent to Suffolk, where accommodations have been 
provided for a large force, and 1 have the honor to request that the 
necessary orders to that end may be given by Your Excellency. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. P. WALKER, 

[2.] Secretary of War, 


Memphis, July 28^ 1861, 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

Five regiments already ordered to Lynchburg and three remaining 
at Harrisville [6‘ic]. Have ordered 1,000,000 cartridges to Eichmond, 
Glorious result at Manassas. 

ISHAM G. HAEEIS. 

[ 2 .] - 


Eichmond, Jiily 23^ 1861. 

Governor I. G. Harris, 

Nashville, Tenn.: 

In addition to the three regiments you have sent into Virginia under 
General S. R. Anderson, I must beg you to send three additional regi¬ 
ments at once. The crisis demands it. 

[ 2 .] 


L. P. WALKER. 
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Special Oeders, ) Hdqes. 1st Ooeps, Abmy op the Potomac, 

Ko. 162, ) Mamsscbs Junction ^ Jidy 24^ 1861, 

I. On account of the recent great increase of this army corps and 
the difiScuity experienced in procuring transportation, the general com¬ 
manding is obliged to direct that the transportation shall be limited to 
one four-horse wagon and train, or its equivalent, to every 100 men, 
and one for each brigade staff and each hospital. 

II. After retaining the means of transportation thus prescribed, all 
remaining in possession of brigade or regimental quartermasters will 
be sent in and transferred to Sie chief quartermaster for the general 
service of his department. 

III. These reductions are essential for the success of military oper¬ 
ations pregnant with momentous results, and the general commanding 
feels assured the officers and men who won the day at Manassas will 
cheerfully submit to any temporary deprivations to which they may be 
subjected on that account. When the advance is made, nothing will 
be carried at the time but knapsack, cooking utensils, and three days’ 
rations. 

By command of General Beauregard: 

THOMAS JOEDAi^r, 

[2.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Oedees, ) Hdqes. 1st Ooeps, Aemt of the Potomac, 

No. 163. ] Manassas Junctioyi^ Jnly 24 , 1861 , 

I. Gapt. H. E. Peyton, of Virginia, is appointed volunteer aide-de- 
camp to the general commanding in acknowledgment of valuable serv¬ 
ices on the field of battle at Manassas. 

II. Col. L. M. Hatch, quarter[master]-general of South Carolina, 
having volunteered his services, will be on the staff* as volunteer aide- 
de-camp, and for the present will be 8])ecially intrusted, under Major 
Cabell, chief quartermaster, with the duty of receiving, quartering, or 
locating and dispatching elsewhere all prisoners of war and wounded 
of the enemy, and all troops arriving at Camp Pickens, except militia, 
who will report to Colonel Terrett. Colonel Hatch will be particularly 
charged with regulating the hours of arrival and departure of the 
special trains, and with such other duties as may properly appertain to 
he special branch of the department assigned to him. 

III. Col. Joseiih Walker, commissary-general of South Carolina, hav¬ 
ing tendered his services as volunteer aide-de-camp, will be assigned 
to service at the depot at Camp Pickens, under the direction of Colonel 
Lee, chief commissary, with the special duty of seeing that all troops 
arriving at Camp Pickens are promptly and properly supplied with 
subsistence and water. 

IV. Colonels Hatch and Walker will be supplied with a horse and 
tent each by the chief quartermaster, and such orderlies and messen- 
gers as ttieir duties may require, and will establish themselves as near 
to the offices of the chiefs of their respective staff departments as may 
be practicable. 

All the militia who will take service as teamsters, mechanics, or 
laborers m the quartermaster’s department for three months will be 
paffi the usual wages and be at once discharged from militia service 

By command of General Beauregard: 

^ . [THOMAS JOEDAN, 

Acting Assistant AdjutanPGeaeral,\ 
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_ Lynchburg-, J^lly M. 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, ? ? 

Secretary of War^ Richmond^ Ya.: 

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that in obedience to orders 
from Governor Harris I arrived in this city to-day. One of my regi¬ 
ments (Colonel Hatton’s) has gone forward to Staunton. Colonel Maney 
will go up to-morrow or as soon as transportation can be furnished,* 
Colonel Forbes’ regiment, Captain Hart’s rifle company, and Captain 
Alexander’s cavalry company are still behind. We expect them for¬ 
warded here in a day or so. This, with Captain Rutledge’s artillery 
company of six guns, 6-pounders, now at Knoxville, will constitute my 
command. Captain Rutledge will come forward as soon as he is fully 
equipxied. 1 am without orders from headquarters as to what I am to 
do or under whose command I am to be placed. I have received no 
commission j to all of which I desire to call your attention. Connected 
with my command I ordered, and they are now at Bristol, Tenn., a bag¬ 
gage and ammunition train of some seventy-five or eighty wagons and 
teams of two mules each, with wagons and wagon-master. What am I 
to do with them Shall I cause them to be brought forward, or let 
them remain at Bristol for further orders ? I take pleasure in saying to 
you that my command is well drilled, armed, and equipped, and com¬ 
posed of the best material of the State. I do not hesitate to say that 
they will render good service whenever opportunity oilers. We have 
some 300,000 rounds of ammunition with us, and will soon receive some 
400,000 more. What shall I do with it“? It should be in striking dis¬ 
tance of the command. This will be handed to you by Colonel Maney, 
who will explain to you other matters connected with the command. 

I am, yours, respectfully, 

S. R. AKDERSOK, 

[2.] Brigadier-General of the Frovisional Army^ C. S. 


Memphis, July 1861. 

Secretary of War: 

I have had a conference with Governor Harris as to your call for six 
regiments. He says he can spare only five. As your call is pressing, 
I send you the Sixteenth Mississippi Regiment from Corinth. 

[2.] L. POLK. 


Richmond, July 25^ 1861. 
Governor A. B. Moore, Montgomery^ Ala.: 

As soon as you have armed W. B. Wood’s and James Cantey’s regi¬ 
ments send them here. Tents will be furnished here. Additional 
companies for Fort Gaines are not needed, other than those you have 
recently supplied. 

[2.] L. P. WALKER. 


Lynchburg, July 25^ 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War: 

Three Tennessee regiments have come forward. Two more, com¬ 
manded by Colonels Fulton and Savage, are at Bristol awaiting orders. 
Shall they be ordered to this place or remain at Haynesville*? 

S. R. AKDERSOK, 

[2. ] Brigadier- General. 



198 


MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. Lxni. 

Eichmone, July ^5,1861. 

Brig. Gen. S. E. Aneeesok, Ly)ichburg: 

Order tlie two Tennessee regiments now at Bristol to proceed to 

Lynchburg. „ ^ 

L. P. WALKEE, 

^2.] Secretary of War. 


Lynchbueg-, J^dy J25,1861. 

General S. Coopbb: 

Your dispatch received. All my clothes, camp equipage, horses, &c., 
are gone to Monterey. General Donelson is here without incumbrance. 
If agreeable, I would like your order to be changed. Let me hear the 
result. The change of direction will be very inconvenient. 

[2.] S. E. AE^DEESON. 


Union Mills, July 25,1861. 

General Bbatteeg-abd : 

Sir: In a conversation with Major James, Louisiana Sixth Infantry, 
he has left the impression on my mind that you think some of your 
orders on the 21st were either not carried out or not received by me. 
My first order on that day was to hold myself in readiness to attack— 
this at sunrise. About 10 o’clock General Jones sent a copy of an 
order received by him, in which it was stated that I had been ordered 
to cross and attack, and on the receipt of this I moved on until receiv¬ 
ing the following: 

10-30 a. m.—On account of tlie difficulties of the ground in our front, it is thought 
advisable to fall hack to our former positions. 

G. T. B. 


If any other order was sent to mo I should like to have a copy of it, 
as well as the name of the courier who brought it. Every movement I 
made was at once reported to you at the time, and this across Bull Eun, 
as well as the advance in the afternoon, I thought were explained in 
my report sent in to day. If an order was sent earlier than the copy 
hrough General Jones, the courier should be held responsible, as 
leither General Holmes nor myself received it. I send the original of 
he order to fall back in the morning. The second advance in the after- 
loon and recall to Stone Bridge were in consequence of verbal orders. 
Jy chief object in writing to you is to ask you to leave nothing doubt- 
ul in your report, both as regards my crossing in the morning and 
recall, and not to let it be inferred by any possibility that I blundered 
on that day. I moved forward as soon as notified by General Jones 
that he was ordered and I had been. If there was an order sent to 
me to advance, before the one I received through General Jones, it is 
more than likely it would have been given to the same express. 

Eespectfully, 


[2.J 


E. S. EWELL, 
Brigadier- General, 


Eiohmonb, July 36,1861. 
General G. T. Beattreghim), Manassas, Va.: 

Ool. J. A, Early Las been appointed brigadier-general. General E, 
Toombs will join promptly. E. G. Evans assigned to temporary rank 
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as colonel, and both he and 0. M. Wilcox can be employed in higher 
commands, as necessity may require. 

S. OOOPEE, 

[2.] Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Manassas, Ya., July 26 ^ 1861 . 
General R. S. Ewell, Union Mills^ Ya.: 

General: Your letter of the 25th instant is received. I do not 
attach the least blame to you for the failure of the movement on Center¬ 
ville, but to the guide who did not deliver the order to move forward, 
sent at about 8.30 a. m. to General Holmes and then to you, correspond¬ 
ing in every respect to the one sent to Generals Jones, Longstreet, and 
Bonham, only their movement was subordinate to yours. Unfortu¬ 
nately no copy, in the hurry of the moment, was kept of said orders, 
and so many guides—about a dozen or more—were sent off in different 
directions, that it is next to impossible to find out who was the bearer 
of the order referred to. Our guides and couriers were the worst set I 
ever employed, whether from ignorance or over anxiety to do well and 
quickly, I cannot say, but many regiments lost their way repeatedly, 
on their way toward the field of battle, and of course I can attach no 
more blame to their commanding officers than I could to you, for not 
executing an order which I am convinced you did not get. I am fully 
aware that you did all that could have been expected of you or your 
command. I merely express my regret that my original j^lan could not 
be carried into effect, as it would then have been a most complete 
victory with only half the trouble and fighting. The true cause of 
countermanding your forward movement after you had crossed was 
that it was then too late, as the enemy was about to annihilate our left 
flank and had to be met and checked there, for otherwise he would 
have taken us in flank and rear, and all would have been lost. 

Yours, truly, 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

General, 

P. S,—Please read the above to Major James. The order sent you at 
about 8 a. m. to commence the movement on Centerville was addressed 
to General Holmes and yourself, as he was to support you. But being 
nearer to Camp Pickens, the headquarters, than Union Mills, where 
you were, it was to be communicated to him first and then to you, but 
he has informed me that it never reached him. With regard to the 
order sent you in the afternoon to recross the Bull Run, to march toward 
the Stone Bridge, it was sent you by General J. E. Johnston, as I am 
informed by him, for the purpose of supporting our left, if necessary. 

[2.] G. T. B. 


General S. Cooper; 


Manassas, July ^6‘, 1861 . 


Captain Henderson, commanding a company of mounted volunteers, 
reported to me on the 25th that General Patterson^s army is at Har¬ 
per’s Perry. Two regiments have crossed the river into Maryland, and 
two others are at Sandy Hook, near Harper’s Ferry, on the Maryland 
side. General Patterson is supposed to have relinquished the command. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General^ 0. S. Army. 


[ 2 .] 
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Hdqrs. First BRiaADE, Army of the Potomac, 

Yienna^ Fa., July 26^ 1861, 

Lieut. Col. Thomas Jordan, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: Colonel Kadforcl lias just informed me that it was the expecta¬ 
tion of General Johnston that I would capture some of the enemy’s 
abandoned property at this place. T found none here whatever. Cap¬ 
tain Wickham and Captain Stevens, with a small party of cavalry, 
were sent by me this afternoon to make a reconnaissance of the country 
as far as Taylor’s Hill, They extended it to within a little over a mile 
of Bailey’s Cross-Eoads, where they learned the enemy had troops, say 
about two regiments. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. L. BOraAM, 

[L>.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Department Headquarters, 

Williamsburg^ July 26, 1861. 

Col. Egbert Johnston, 

Oommanding Cavalry, CoeMeto wn: 

Sir: General Magruder directs that you will order the troops, except 
the cavalry, to return to their respective stations by the evening of the 
SOtli, that being the day when your rations are exhausted. Should, 
however, reliable information reach you that the enemy in force are 
marching to Williamsburg or Yorktown or making a serious move by 
water, you will fall back to those places at once, and will always keep 
your troops prepared to move at a moment’s warning. The cavalry 
will remain below at their old station, and will use every exertion to 
gain information of the enemy and drive back small parties. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. B. COSBY, 

[2.] Major and Acting Assistant Adj^ilant-General. 


Corinth, Miss., July 26,1861. 

General S. Cooper : 

The Sixteenth Eegiment Colonel Posey, 900 strong, left for Eich- 
mond this day. 

CHAS. CLAEK, 
Brigadier- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

JtJLY 29,1861. 

The Sixteenth Eegiment Mississippi, Colonel Posey, on its arrival 
at Lynchburg vrtll proceed to Staunton, where instructions will 
await it. 


[ 2 .] 


S. 0[OOPEE]. 


Eiohmond, July 26,1861. 

Hon. Cboeg-e Davis: 

My Dear Sir : I beg leave, in behalf of the committee of safety of 
the town of Wilmington, to hand you a copy of a letter addressed to 
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General E. 0. Gatliiij in command of tlie Southern Department of the 
Coast Defenses of !N^orth Carolina, together with his reply. These let¬ 
ters explain themselves, and the committee of safety will be greatly 
obliged if you will, as promptly as you conveniently can, bring the 
subject-matter of this correspondence to the attention of the prc per 
authorities of the Government of the Confederate States. 

Very truly, yours, 

WM. A. WEIGHT. 


[Inclosnre Xo. 1.] 


WiLMING-TON, N, C., Jtlhj 22^ 1861, 

General Eichard C. Gatlin: 


Dear Sir : The undersigned, members of the committee of safety of 
the town of Wilmington, have been appointed a special committee of 
that body to inquire into the present condition of the defenses of the 
southern x>ortion of the coast of Horth Carolina, and to make such 
representation of the matter referred to us to the Government of the 
Confederate States as will secure prompt attention to the same. The 
attention of the committee of safety has been directed to the subject of 
the coast defenses in this vicinity by reason of information received 
unofficially that all works intended for the protection of our coast had 
been suspended by order of the authorities of our State. We beg you 
will advise us as to the truth of the information on which the committee 
of safety has acted, and further, that you will inform us in detail as to 
the present condition of the different works which have been commenced 
for the defense of the coast and harbors in this iiortion of our State, 
and also what additional works are deemed necessary for the purjioses 
indicated. 

Very respectfully, 


JOHE' MoEAE. 
WM. A. WEIGHT. 
J. D. BELLAMY. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Headquarters Southern Department, 

Coast Defenses of North Carolina, 

Wilmington^ July 23^ 1861, 

Messrs. John McEae, 

William A. Wright, and 
John D. Bellamy, 

Me7niers of the Committee of Safety of the Toion of Wilmmgion: 

Gentlemen : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 22d instant, and to reply as follows: On the 5th instant 
instructions were received from Ealeigh directing all expenditures in 
this department to cease, so far as North Carolina is concerned, save as 
to the proper support of the troops. Accordingly, orders were issued 
directing all work to cease on the forts and batteries in this harbor and 
along the coast and the laborers discharged. There have been com¬ 
pleted three batteries, viz: One on Oak Island, one on Zeek^s Island, 
and one on Confederate Point; another on Confederate Point is in an 
unfinished state. The batteries yet to be erected, and which were recom¬ 
mended by Colonel Whiting, are three in number, viz: One at Eeeves’ 
Point, one at Price’s Creek, and one at Old Brunswick. In addition to 
the above-mentioned works two other batteries should be erected with¬ 
out delay on the coast above Confederate Point light—one at the head 
of the sound and one two miles and a half from it and between it and the 
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liglit. These batteries would force the enemy to lie well off the shore, 
which for several miles has three fathoms of water within half a mile 
of it, and would serve to prevent his landing, for which this part of the 
coast offers many facilities. A landing would endanger, if not make 
certain the loss of, Confederate Point battery, and thus give the enemy 
control of this side of the river. A camp has been established at the 
head of the sound, and will be occupied by nine companies of the Eighth 
Eegiment. They are to operate against the enemy should he attempt 
to land on that part of the coast or upon the banks, and to facilitate 
their movements a military road should be opened along the sound from 
the camp to Topsail Inlet. I am clearly of opinion that the works con¬ 
templated should be executed without delay. Captain Lee, C. S. Army, 
made an inspection of the defenses, and has doubtless forwarded his 
report to the War Department. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. CATLIN, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

P-] 


Lynchburg-, July J26,1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant- General: 

I have ordered the troops at Bristol to this place, by direction of the 
Secretary of War. Does this change your order of yesterday*? 

S. E. AISTDEESOE*, 

[2.] Brigadier- General. 


Eichmond, July 27^ 1861. 

Brig. Gen. J. E. Johnston, Manassas: 

There are two regiments Mississippi regulars at luka for the war, 
waiting for arms to join you. If you can furnish them they will be 
immediately ordered forward. Can you do so*? 

S. COOPEE, 

[2.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Headquarters, 
Williamsburg^ July 27, 1861. 

Col. Charles A. Crump, 

Gloucester Joint: 

Colonel: General Magruder directs that you will assign each bat¬ 
talion and company under your command to the place it is to defend 
in case of an attack on Gloucester Point. Your command Avill be 
paraded in order of defense and familiarized with their proper places, 
so as to take them at a moment’s notice and without confusion. Col¬ 
onel Winston has been directed to send Captain Meade to Gloucester 
Point to examine the works there, and to indicate any changes that he 
may deem essential. He has been particularly instructed to examine 
whether it be practicable to throw up traverses to protect the lines 
from a reverse fire from the river. You will please examine the works 
with him and suggest any changes you may consider necessary. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. B. COSBY, 

[2.J Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Exectjtivb Office, 
Raleiglh, N. C., July 27,18(11. 

Hon. L. P. Walker : 

Sir: In reply to the letter of General Huger, stating that ^^some 
weeks since he wrote to the Executive of North Carolina, requesting 
two regiments of the State might be kept afc Garysburg and sent to 
him w-hen wanted,” I have the honor to state that several regiments of 
NTorth Carolina troops have been formed at Garysburg and forwarded 
to your order in Eichmond, and three of them are now, by your orders, 
I presume, under the command of General Huger. I felt no disposition 
to keep one or two regiments at Garysburg; and had I felt disposed, 
your own demand for troops has hurried them forward as fast as their 
organization and health would allow. Major Eamseur’s battery will 
leave for Eichmond on Monday. They have been detained for want of 
horses and harness. Captain Moore’s battery is now preparing and 
equipping, and can probably leave soon. We are greatly retarded here 
for want of the guns, horses, and necessary appendages. If any of 
your captured batteries are fit for service, we can immediately send on 
Captain Moore or Captain Brem with their artillery companies to take 
charge of them. For the want of guns we shall have to detail them to 
our own coast. The Fourth Eegiment of North Carolina State Troops, 
Colonel Anderson, has attached to it an artillery company, Captain 
Reilly, now in Virginia, which perhaps you might use for that purpose. 

Very respectfully, 

[2.] HENEY T. CLAEK. 


Eichmond, July 27^ 1861, 

Governor Clark, 

Raleigh^ N, G,: 

The President desires you will send S. D. Eamseur’s battery, as orig¬ 
inally requested, to Sufiblk. If you have another available battery 
you are requested to send it to General T. H. Holmes, at Fredericks¬ 
burg. The telegraph of 25th did not relate to Eamseur’s battery. 

S. COOPBE, 

[2.] Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Eichmond, July 27,, 1861, 

General D. S. Donelson, 

Lynchhiirg^ Ya,: 

Proceed immediately to Staunton and take command of the two Ten¬ 
nessee regiments ordered to Huntersville. 

By order of the President: 

S. COOPEE, 

[2.1 Adjiitant and Inspector General, 


Headquarters, 
Manassas^ July 28^ 1861, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

General : This army, both General Beauregard’s troops and mine, 
is without adequate means of transportation. It would be impossible 
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to inaneaver for want of it. I respectfully ask that the Quartermaster- 
General be directed to take measures for the immediate purchase of a 
large number of wagons and teams. Agents should be sent to differ¬ 
ent parts of the State and wherever else may be deemed expedient. 
This need is urgent. Our enemies are exerting themselves to the 
utmost. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. E. JOHNSTOK, 

[2.] General^ G, S. Army, 


Eichmond, July 28^ 1861, 

G. P. Smith, 

Lynehhurg^ Vet,: 

The two regiments referred to in General S. E. Anderson’s dispatch, 
commanded by John H. Savage and A. S. Pulton, are ordered to Bristol, 
to be under command of General S, E. Anderson. 

L. P. WALKBE. 

[ 2 .] 


Manassas, Ya., July 29^ 1861, 

His Excellency President Davis: 

Beg to suggest not to send any more troops here until provisions can 
be had. Some regiments are nearly starving. 

G. T. BEAUEBGAED, 

General^ &g, 

[Addendum by Colonel Leo.] 


Hard bread and bacon most needed. Six hundred barrels of flour 
purchased—to be delivered to-morrow. Beef and cattle abundant. 
A regular supply of flour may be had on favorable terms from neigh¬ 
boring mills. 

E. B. LEE, 

[2.] G, 8, Army, 
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KicHMOND, Jitli / 30 , 1861 , i 

Maj. H. L. Clay, ; 

Lynchburg, Ya.: ' 

Any Tennessee regiments that have arrived at Ljmchburg will not [ 
be turned back. A. S. Fulton’s and J. H. Savage’s regiments, if at i- 
Lynchburg, will be sent on to Staunton. 

S. OOOPBE, 

[2.] Adjutant and Inspector General. i 


Bbistol, July 30 , 1861 . 

S. Ooopeb: 

I am waiting orders in detail. Ko enemy in Lee or Scott Counties, 
as I am advised. I want instructions for my general movemei^ts, and 
the number of regiments by name that X am to command. 

S. XL ANDBRSOIT, 

[2. ] Brigadier- General. 
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iPBCIAL OEDEBS, ) HEADQUAETEES OF THE FOEOBS, 

No. 238. ) Richmond, July 31, 1S61, 

* * * * ^ 

III. Oapt. M. S. Eobertson’s company, Maryland Yolunteers, will' 
noceed to Manassas as soon as transportation can be j)rovided and 
eport for duty with, tbe Maryland Battalion. 

#**#**# 

By order of tbe President: 

GEO. DEAS, 

[2.] Assistant Adjutant^ General, 


Bristol, July 81^ 1861, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant’General: 

Your dispatch received. I leave for Staunton to-day. By my proper 
ommand I suppose you mean tbe first three regiments now at Staunton, 
im I right"? There are two regiments at Lynchburg and three here 
biid one more expected here from West Tennessee. General Zollicofier 
s here. You had better give instructions to the troops at Lynchburg 
bud at this place. 

S. E. ANDEESON, 

[2.] Brigadier’ General, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 1st Corps, Army of the Potomac, 

Ko. 188. 3 Manassasj July 81^ 1361, 

I. Oapt. B. P. Alexander, Engineer Corps, 0. S. Army, will remain 
ihief of artillery and ordnance for this army corps, and will transfer to 
3olonel Pendleton all the duties assigned to him under Special Orders, 
'nTo. 169, as chief of ordnance for the Army of the Potomac. 

II. Lieutenant Barnwell, 0. S. Army, will report to Colonel Peu- 
lleton. 

By command of General Beauregard: 

THOMAS JOEDAIST, 

[2.] Assistant Adjutant’ General, 


3^eneral Johnston, 

Near Manassas: 


Charlestown, Ya., July 31,1861, 


Sir : I would respectfully report to you that about 10,000 of General 
Banks’ command are encamped near Knoxville, 2,000 above Harper’s 
Ferry, on the Maryland side, 1,000 in Harper’s Berry, with two com¬ 
panies of cavalry on this side. Sixty came to Charlestown last night. 
[ send a prisoner, whom I took near the Berry last night, who may give 
jTOU information. The army of Banks is very much disorganized, and 
[ think never will return to the soil of Yirginia. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN HENDEESON-, 
Captain of Yirginia Bangers, 


Two companies of cavalry have just come to Charlestown. 

[ 2 .] 
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Headquaeteks ISToethwesteen Yieg-inia, 

Huntersville^ Ya., J^ily 31,1861, 

General John B. Floyd: 

SiE: I conversed yesterday with Mai'or Byrd, who carried an express 
from an officer of this command to General Wise. He informs me that 
he saw the command at Gauley Bridge, about sixty miles from Lewis- 
burg, and thinks it was the intention to give battle. Will you be kind 
enough to put yourself into communication with General Wise, and if 
you have information to justify it, join him at once. As soon as I 
received the information expecting two regiments at Staunton I sent 
word for them to go to Millborough ,• others will be there to join thiscom- 
mand. They will be there some days and may be stopped if necessary. 
The enemy are on Cheat Mountain, with a considerable force at its 
base and alon’g the road to Beverly. We are slowly concentrating here 
for the want of transportation and supplies. If the enemy is not 
pressing in the direction of Wise, and the different commands can join 
me, I think we can give the enemy a decided blow in the vicinity of 
Cheat Mountain and also strike the column sent in the direction of 
Wise. I beg that you will give me the earliest information of the 
movements of both General Wise and yourself. It is desirable, of 
course, that the information contained herein be not public. 

With respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

W. W. LORUSTG, 

[2.] Commanding Northwestern Army, 


General Chaeles Claek, 

Corinth, Miss,: 


Eiohmond, Ya., Jtily 31,1861, 


Please communicate to Capt. James D. Caulfield, at luka, that his 
company (Liberty Guards) has been accepted by the President, and will 
organize into one of the Mississippi regiments now at luka. You will 
please order these two regiments, as soon as completed, to proceed to 
Lynchburg, Ya. 

S. COOPER, 

[2.] Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Richmond, A%Lgust 1,1861, 

]\raj. H. L. Clay, Lynchburg: 

Please give me by telegraph the names of the colonels of the several 
Tennessee regiments that have arrived at Lynchburg since July 20, 
and the designation of each regiment, stating which have been sent 
forward to Staunton and which remaining at Lynchburg. No more 
than five in all are to take the Staunton route,* the others, if any, will 
be held at Lynchburg until further orders. 

S. COOPER, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Richmond, August 1,1861, 

Maj. H. L. Olay, Lynchburg: 

Detain the Sixteenth Mississippi Regiment, Col. Carnot Posey, at 
Lynchburg until further orders. Its destination will be Manassas. 

8. COOPER, 

[^•J Adjutant and Inspector Generals 
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Heajdquahters, 

Manassas Junction^ August 1861, 

General G. T. Beaureg-ard, 

Commanding First Gorjgs^ Army of the Potomac: 

General: By your order I make the following rej^ort of orders 
given by you to me and carried out and borne by me during the day, of 
the battle of Manassas, July 21,18G1: Soon after daylight on that day, 
after writing several orders according to your dictation, you ordered me 
to proceed to General Jackson, stationed with his brigade as a reserve 
near Blackburn’s Ford, to conduct him to the level piece of land to the 
south of Bull Eun, between the brigades of Generals Bonham and 
Cocke, with orders that he should support the latter on his left. After 
showing him the ground he wished to communicate with General C., 
and upon consulting with him thought best to bring the head of his 
eolumn as far as the foot of the hill on which Lewis’ house stands, and 
allow it to extend along the run, keeping a short distance from it. 
This determination I communicated to you on my return near head¬ 
quarters. After bearing your orders to the ordnance officer and com¬ 
missary to make depots of ammunition and provisions at Lewis’ house, 
I joined you near Mitchell’s Ford. About 10.30 a. m. you sent me with 
orders to Generals Longstreet, Jones, and Ewell to fall back to their 
former positions at the fords which they had been guarding. I found 
Generals Longstreet and Jones in advance of their fords. General Jones 
was very anxious to know why General Ewell had not also advanced 
to support him. Delivering your orders, I proceeded along Pope’s Eun 
to General Ewell’s position at Union Mills Ford. I found the general 
had advanced a portion of his brigade across the ford, and he himself 
I found at his headquarters on the opposite side. General Ewell seemed 
very uneasy, fearing you had sent him an order which had not been 
received. I returned, finding you on a hill near Mitchell’s Ford. My 
horse having been ridden down, I was obliged to send my orderly for a 
fresh one to the troop near by. While he was gone for it you pi'o- 
ceeded to Lewis’ house. I came on as quickly as poSvSible, and found 
on the hill several members of the staff. I was told by them that it 
was your order that we should wait there for you, but wishing if possi¬ 
ble to be with you, I proceeded to a hill between Lewis’ and the turn¬ 
pike, where we had a battery which the enemy were trying to destroy 
with their artillery. ISTot being able to learn where you were, 1 returned 
to Lewis’ and waited a short time. Again I started to join you, and 
wheji at the pines near where Eicketts’ battery was taken, I saw the 
remnants of a regiment commanded by Colonel Allen coming out in 
disorder, saying they had been cut to pieces and lost their field officers. 
Fearing they would spread alarm among our troops, I stopped and col¬ 
lected them together. Just then Colonel Allen arrived on the spot, and 
I told him what I had done, begging him to keep his men from retiring 
and spreading alarm, which he did. Hearing that you were in front 
of us, Colonel Miles and myself proceeded to join you. In the pines we 
were met by a captain who said he had just been driven from a battery 
which he had taken, and which for want of re-enforcements he had 
not been able to hold. 1 immediately went in search of assistance, 
and met General Cocke advancing with his command. I informed him 
of the circumstances, and he immediately gave the word ^‘forward,” 
and his brigade dashed forward with great spirit, Colonel Preston’s 
regiment leading. After this I met General Jackson (wounded) and 
asked him if I could not be of some service to him. He rode forward 
and showed me a hill on which he wished a battery placed, with the 
portions of regiments which I had collected together to support it. I 
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conducted the battery into position, and showed the commanding officer 
where he wished the fire of the guns to be directed. Almost imme¬ 
diately a regiment of the enemy appeared where the general expected, 
and the battery opened upon them. Soon after the rout commenced 
I joined General Johnston. Just then Colonel Badford with his cav¬ 
alry rode up. Hearing General Johnston say he was not acquainted 
with the topography of the country, I offered to guide Colonel Badford 
wherever he should order. He directed me to conduct him to the turn¬ 
pike. Colonel Piadford said he wished to enter it as low down as pos¬ 
sible. I guided him by BalPs Ford through the woods to a point on 
the turnpike near the Suspension Bridge on Cub Bun, emerging from 
the woods between 100 and 200 yards from the road. Here we discov¬ 
ered a battery drawn up to receive Colonel Badford, which opened upon 
us with grape-shot. Colonel Badford charged the battery, sweeping 
everything before him, taking at the same time Colonel Corcoran and 
the colors of the Sixty-ninth Hew York Begiment, a number of officers, 
and fifty or sixty privates, Colonel Badford proceeding on at once. 
Finding some confusion among the men in charge of the prisoners, I 
took command of them, organizing a guard, and reported to you at 
Lewis’ house. You afterward ordered me to post Colonel Elzey’s bri¬ 
gade at Camp Walker, which I did, and returned to headquarters, 
Manassas, about 10 p. m. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. CHISOLM, 

[ 2 .] Aide-de- Gam^. 


Bichmond, August 1, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. S. B. Andebson, 

Lynchburg^ Va.: 

Proceed to Staunton and report to General B. E. Lee, who will 
assign you. 

S. COOPEB, 

[o.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Camp Bee, Alleghany County^ Fa., August i, 1861. 
Brigadier-General LoRExa: 

Sm: I hasten to answer your note of yesterday, received to-day just 
as I reached the encampment. My information from General Wise is 
not very explicit or satisfactory, but from such as I have I infer he is 
retreating upon Lewisburg and will probably be there to-day. His 
retreat leaves open all the country from Kanawha to this region, and 
enables the enemy either to threaten your flank or to inarch upon the 
Virginia and Tennessee Bailroad in the county of Pulaski. I will be in 
communication with General Wise to morrow, and if I receive any par¬ 
ticular information worthy of notice I .will send it to you. If nothing 
further transpires to change the aspect of things, I will advance toward 
Covington very shortly. Our second regiment will be here to-morrow. 
We have four companies of horse, but they are illy provided with arms. 
The third regiment was ready to leave Wytheville but for want of arms. 
If they are promptly furnished that regiment will be ready at once to 
take the field. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHH B. FLOYD, 

[^•] Brigadier-General^ 0. 8. Army. 
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters of the Forces, 

[N'o. 240. j Richmond^ Angtist 1861. 

# 

IV. The Albemarle Everett Artillery, Capt. William H. Southall, will 
proceed to Williamsburg as soon as traiisx)ortation can be provided and 
report to Brig. Gen. J. B. Magruder. 

V. The companies of Georgia Volunteers commanded by Capts. H. J. 
Smith and Michael Lynch will proceed to Manassas Junction, and 
thence march to report to Lieut. Col. W, D. Smith, commanding 
Georgia Battalion with the Army of the Potomac. 

VI. The comi^any of Kentucky Volunteers now attached to Colonel 
Blanchard’s regiment from Louisiana is transferred from that regiment, 
and will move immediately to this place, where it will join the battalion 
of Kentucky troops under Maj]. B. Anderson. This battalion will then 
proceed to the Army of the Potomac, and be there embodied into a 
regiment with the six companies from Kentucky now with that army. 
The field officers will be appointed in further orders. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

GEO. DEAS, 

[fi.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Department Headquarters, 

Williamsburg^ August 1861. 

Col, Georg-e Deas, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Richmond: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that it has just come to my knowl¬ 
edge (or at least a few days since) that the gun carriages of the naval 
battery at Yorktown are made of pine, and that they will not stand 
ten discharges of the gun. Yorktown being the key to Eichmond, the 
batteries there and opposite ought to be put in the best condition with¬ 
out delay. I beg, therefore, that barbette army carriages for six colum- 
biads be made with the least possible delay for these guns. Perhaps 
they can be furnished now. The irons of these gun carriages are mis 
erable also. 1 have to request that an active and intelligent navy 
officer be ordered to report to me for service with this battery. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BAKKHEAD MAGEUDER, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

damp Gauley^ August 2^ 1861. 

General A. W. G. Davis : 

My Dear Sir : I am greatly disappointed at not hearing from you 
since you left camp. I am sure you have written, but I have received 
no letter. Everything depends (probably the safety of my command) 
upon procuring transportation in your county to send on the regiments 
and abundant supplies of flour from here. The enemy is moving a very 
heavy force from Suttonville upon me at this place, and if they should 
advance also from the mouth of Gauley (as they evidently should do) 
their whole force will reach at least 8,000 men. To meet this force will 
require every man I can possibly raise from all quarters; hence the 
three regiments and the batteries become absolutely indispensable to 
14 R R—^VOL LI, PT II 
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me. The enemy were only forty miles distant from me last night, and 
however cautiously they advance cannot fail to reach me in two or three 
days at furthest. I beg of you, therefore, to exert every nerve to send 
up [the troops] and their supplies, for remember that the troops them¬ 
selves would prove my utter ruin if they come to my camp without 
rations (bread) for at least ten days in advance. 

I am, your friend, 

B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kanatvha. 


0A3IP Bee, Alleghany County^ 7a., August 2^ 1861. 
Col. G. 0. Whaeton: 

The guns which I had for Salyer’s and Lundy’s companies did not 
reach here by Colonel Reynolds’ train or any other, as I supposed they 
would, and as I gave orders for. I regret extremely their failure to 
arrive. I write tMs to beg of you to send them at once to me. Use 
your own discretion as to the speediest means. But more important 
than this for your special attention is the condition of the new arms 
turned out by Barrett and put into the hands of Salyer’s men. I caused 
the company to try them to-day, and out of twenty-eight tried two were 
found to be of different calibers from the rest, rendering the common 
ball useless. Three of the tubes were perfectly loose in the cylinder 
and one other blew out, breaking off the cock. Three of these guns 
have broken off at the breech, having been stocked with brittle walnut 
sawed across the grain. It wall be necessary to establish a most rigid 
and exact inspection of these arms in the progress and after their fin¬ 
ish. The serious injury of my command, perhaps its destruction, might 
result from this infamous negligence. It has destroyed my confidence 
in all the work Barrett has done for us. Wise has fallen back. They 
will not allow it to be a retreat. I hear the enemy have fallen forward 
and with such rapidity that they occupied his camp, getting tents and 
other camp equipage in fifteen minutes after our people left them. He 
is at Lewisburg on his way to Covington. I sent Colonel Heth to Eich- 
mond on special business, and will remain here probably until his 
return, which will be day after to-morrow. My impatience to get 
actively into the field increases as I near the scene of action. Bring or 
send 1,000 pounds of buckshot and ,all the powder not sent to the 
counties, as heretofore directed. We will have to verify and test our 
guns fiilly. 1 forgot to say that the round bullets made by the big 
molds from Barrett’s cast a bullet entirely too big for the guns. Such 
is the outrageous negligence practiced there in these matters of the 
most vital importance. Please have molds made that will fit, and 
have them tried so as to insure it. Hurry on with speed and may good 
luck attend you. 

Very truly, your friend, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ G. 8. Army. 


Special Orders, | Headquarters oe the Forces, 

Ko. 241. j Richmond^ August 3,1861. 

I. The First Eegiment of North Carolina Troops, Colonel Stokes, 
will, as soon as transportation is ready, proceed to Manassas and join 
the Army of the Potomac. 


I 
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II. The Texas Battalion, Lieut. Col. L. T. Wigfall, will proceed to 
join the Army of the Potomac as soon as transportation is prepared. 
***#### 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

GEO. DBAS, 

[5.J Assistant Adjutant-General. 

^ Leesburg, August 3^ 1861. 

General Jos. E. Johnston: 

Sir: In obedience to your orders to Colonel Stuart I was sent up 
to find out the position of the enemy at Harper’s Perry and down the 
river to Edwards Ferry. There is about one regiment at Harper’s 
Perry, and they have made an excellent ford at that place, so that they 
can cross at any time, the water not being more than three feet deep. 
At Sandy Hook, just below, there are two encampments, I suppose one 
regiment in each camp. There are a few at Berlin, Point of Eocks, and 
Edwards Ferry—one or two companies at each pl^e. They are all on 
the Maryland side, except those at Harper’s Ferry. One hundred and 
forty of them came over the river to Lovettsville on last Thursday, but 
soon went back, after getting something to eat. I think if we had a 
battery on this side, opposite their encampment, we would give them 
some trouble. Houbleday has a large gun and, I think, part of his 
battery on the Maryland Heights opposite Harper’s Ferry. There was 
a man by the name of Stewart, a native of Maryland, who passed 
through here to-day on his way to Maryland, and who has been in the 
babit of passing and repassing from Virginia to Maryland, they say, 
to bring us arms and ammunition. I don’t know the man, but only 
mention him that you may know of his movements. He said he was 
just from Eichmond, and one of the captains here told me he had a pass 
from General Beauregard. 

Your obedient servant, 

E. WBLBY CAETBE, 

[5.] Captain, First Regiment Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Huntersvillej Augtist 5, 1861. 

General J. B. Floyd, 

Gamjg Siceet Springs, Monroe County, Ya. : 

General: a letter from General Wise, at Lewisburg, of the 3d 
instant, states that he will march on jbhe 4th to the White Sulphur 
Springs; that the forces of the enemy at Gauley were about 5,000 men, 
but that they have been re-enforced. He thinks they will advance 
gradually and slowly, their separate columns converging at May’s, thir¬ 
teen miles west of Lewisburg, whence they will approach Huntersville. 
I fear if they reach Lewisburg they will attempt to seize the Central 
Virginia Eailroad and the Virginia and Tennessee Eailroad if their 
force is sufiBlcient. You will see the importance of preventing this, if 
possible, and of holding Lewisburg, or at least of keeping them west 
of the mountains. You are therefore desired to join General'Wise at 
the White Sulphur, and to reoccupy Lewisburg with your united forces 
and such re-enforcements as you can get in that region, should you 
find it practicable. Otherwise, to take the best position east of that 
point to restrain them west of the Alleghany. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[ 5,1 General, Commanding. 
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Headquaetees First Corps, Army of the Potomac, 

Manassas, August 4,1861. 

General G. T. Beauregard : 

Generae: T Lave the honor to submit, according to your instruc¬ 
tion yesterday, the following list of the orders I carried during the 21st 
of July last, viz: At sunrise orders to Colonel Bartow to place his 
brigade in front of the woods in the corn-field at McLean’s farm in 
position to support either McLean’s or Blackburn’s Ford. Similar 
orders to General Bee, except that his brigade was to be posted along 
the edge of the woods bordering the corn-field. Orders to Colonel 
Early to place his brigade in a retired spot near McLean’s Ford for the 
support of that point, or of Blackburn’s Ford if necessary. Orders to 
General Jackson to hold his brigade in readiness on the left of Mitch¬ 
ell’s Ford to march to the support of that iioint or of the Stone Bridge, 
Eeturned to Manassas and was ordered by you to conduct one of Gen¬ 
eral Longstreet’s aides to Colonel Early’s position. On the way met 
General Bee, whose orders had been changed, marching his brigade to 
Stone Bridge. This must have been about 7 or 8 a. m. About 9 or 
9.30 I was sent to ascertain the position of Brig. Gen. D. E. Jones. I 
found him in position near Kincheloe’s farm on the Union Mills and 
Centerville road, waiting the advance of General Ewell, to whom he 
had just sent a copy of the orders he had that morning received. 
Between 11 and 12 I was ordered from the hill near Mitchell’s Ford to 
the scene of active engagement on the left, with orders for Stuart’s 
cavalry to cross Bull Eun and charge the enemy in flank, to inquire 
about the ammunition ordered to Lewis’ house, and ascertain the state 
of aftairs on our left. After having accomplished this and returned 
about half way to Mitchell’s Ford I met Generals Johnston and Beau¬ 
regard on their way to the left. Joined General Beauregard, and con¬ 
tinued with or near him until the rout of-the enemy commenced, when 
I was ordered to recall the troops to the left of the road to Sudley 
Springs, after which I conducted a command, consisting of Hampton’s 
Legion, Colonel Cash’s regiment, and Kemper’s battery, to Stone Bridge. 
Eejoined General Beauregard at Lewis’ house after sunset, and was 
immediately ordered back to Stone Bridge to stop the pursuit, leave a 
sufficient guard at that point, and conduct all other troops I might 
find to Manassas by the shortest route. I had to proceed almost to 
Suspension Bridge before I overtook the troops who were in pursuit of 
the enemy. During the engagement on our extreme left I delivered 
several orders, changing the positions of regiments slightly, halting 
them for a few moments, or ordering them to charge, but the precise 
order in which these were giv^n I cannot, without the assistance of a 
map, describe, as in many instances the regiments were unknown to me. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

S. W. FEEGUSOK, 

[5.] Aide-de- Ganw. 


State of South 
General Floyd : 


Carolina, Headquarters, 

August 4y 1861. 


My Dear Sir : I have received yours, dated the 24th ultimo, and 
deeply regret my total inability to furnish the arms you desire at all, I 
sent arms to Lynchburg and ammunition several months ago, and also 
to Memphis, Tenn., and 6,000 to Florida. I have 10,000 men in Virginia, 
all armed and equipped by myself. I have 7,000 men on our coast and 
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in Charleston, armed and equipped also, and am noTV mustering into 
camps of instruction 3,500 men. I have given out 13,000 more arms than 
I got from the U, S. Arsenal, so I have none now on hand, except some 
old muskets I am rifling and fixing up for active service, and only a few 
of them. If we are invaded in the fall, as we will be, unless we conquer 
again in Yirginia, I shall have to meet at least 35,000 men. I trust I 
may be able to do so with my own troops, and if I cannot successfully 
defend the State, I can at least make it not worth conquering. If there 
is any man in this world I should like to aid it would be you, and I 
assure you I would do so if I could. I planted the first cannon, with an 
artillery officer and men, on the Mississippi Eiver, above Memphis, and 
it was by my order that boats loaded with sugar, coffee, and molasses 
for Illinois and Ohio were fired into and stopped. T sent eleven heavy 
cannon and 25,000 pounds of powder, with shot, shell, and artillerymen 
into hTorth Carolina and planted them in the forts there. I sent 2,000 
drilled men into Virginia, and my men were the first to march through 
the streets of Eichmond, and I would have put 3,000 men into the navy- 
yard at Gosport and taken it before it was burnt if your Governor would 
have allowed me. If my advice had been followed at Eichmond I would 
have stormed Washington on the very day that Baltimore rose on the 
Massachusetts regiment. I wrote to your Governor and urged him the 
day after he got possession of the cannon at Gosport to plant them, with 
hot-shot batteries, immediately on the Potomac and to fire into all trans¬ 
port vessels, and to blow up the LongBridge and plant batteries there and 
on Arlington Heights, all of which could have been done without the 
slightest difficulty, and it would have saved Old Yir^nia’^ much blood 
and insult. My heart has been with you from the first, and I would 
make ^^Old Virginia’^ an universal graveyard for freemen, or make her, 
what she has always been, the banner State for constitutional liberty 
and independence. Go on, my dear sir, and lead your glorious legions 
from your mountains and your valleys, as they were led, in the days of 
our first Eevolution, by Campbell down to King’s Mountain, where they 
made that mountain an everlasting monument erected to the brave and 
the free. May God bless you. 


[5.] 


Yours, truly, 


F. W. PICKEKS. 


Camp Bee, Alleghany County^ Ya., A^igust 4, 1861. 

His Excellency Jeffeeson Davis, 

JPresidefit of the Gonfederctte States of America: 

Dear Sir : After two days’ diligent inquiry, and from all sources of 
information liere, and from the reimrts of some special messengers 
whom I dispatched in the direction of the enemy before 1 left Wyme, 
who have joined me here, I am in possession of some facts which 1 
deem it xiroper to communicate to you. The general impression 
strongly entertained throughout the whole country is that the retreat 
of General Wise was in fact a flight from the face of the enemy, for it 
is asserted that they entered his camp below Charleston fifteen minutp 
after his people left it, getting tents and other valuable property 
abandoned in their haste by our men. The impression has and is pro¬ 
ducing very injurious effects upon the public mind, even in the tiue 
and faithful portions of the country. The people from Kanawha to 
Wvtheville are filled with alarm at the danger to them from laying 
open the lines of communication between them and the enemy s forces. 
These people have already crossed the Kanawha Eiver and advanced 
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as far as Fayette Court-House in the direction of the southwest, and 
have sent out their strong pickets some distance beyond that point. 
They are rebuilding the bridge over Gauley Eiver, which they have 
passed with a sufficiently strong detachment to penetrate within forty 
miles of Lewisburg, committing depredations by arson and theft. Some 
people are quitting Lewisburg for safety. In my judgment nothing 
would be more disastrous than to allow this state of things to continue 
for any length of time. If the enemy make much progress toward the 
southwest it will give dangerous activity to the Unionists of East Ten¬ 
nessee and iJlorthern Kentucky, who are very numerous and becoming 
much excited as the war progresses. I am satisfied now that the whole 
power of the southwest can be almost instantly raised, and feel some 
degree of confidence that the enemy could be speedily driven over the 
Ohio. I think likewise that the force thus raised and employed could, 
when through with this branch of their work, threaten, if they could 
not entirely cut off, the communication of the Laurel Hill forces with 
the Ohio Eiver. If the enemy at Cheat Mountain were beaten in bat¬ 
tle, unless the victory was complete, they would still have the Kanawha 
Valley, and it would still require the same vigorous campaign to dis¬ 
lodge them. The loss of a battle at Cheat Mountain would not cripple 
the enemy as severely or help us as much as to drive them from the 
Kanawha Valley. I am sure it would not do so much toward restoring 
confidence in the western portion of the State. I write this privately 
to you, because I am diffident of all it contains except the facts stated, 
upon which you may rely. If you order a force to Kanawha it will be 
necessary to send at least two good and efficient batteries, which, 
together with ammunition for those who would serve for the campaign, 
is all that would be needed after the requisitions for my troops shall 
have been filled. It will have the merit, I think, at least of being a 
cheap campaign. 

With the highest regard, I am, very truly, your friend, 

[5.] JOHN B. FLOYD. 


Speoiae Orders, ) Headquarters of the Foroes, 

Ko. 242. 3 Richmond^ August 5, 1861. 

# # # * * X? * 

II. The Tiger Bayou Eifles Company (Gapt. E. W. Jones), from 
Louisiana, is assigned to the First Eegiment of Volunteers from that 
State, and will i)roceed to Korfolk to report to Colonel Blanchard. 

III. Capt. T. C. Cone’s company, Georgia Volunteers, will proceed to 
Korfolk and join the Third Eegiment, under Colonel Wright. This 
company will replace that of Capt. Foster Blodget, jr., detailed for 
artillery service. The latter company will repair to Eichmond, bringing 
with it its arms and accouterments to be turned into the ordnance 
department here, after which it will proceed to join the Army of the 
Potomac. 


# # # # 
By order of the Secretary of War: 

[ 6 .] 


GEO. DEAS, 
Assistant A djutant- Geueral. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Floyd’s BRiaADE, 

Ko. 11. J Oamp Bee^ near Sweet Springs, August 5,1861. 

The two squadrons of horse, Floyd’s Brigade, under command of 
Maj. C. E. Thorburn, will move from Camp Bee at 5 a. m. to-morrow 
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and take up the line of marck in tke direction of Lewisburg. The 
quartermaster will furnish the command with all the transportation at 
hand. The commissary will furnish the command with what rations 
he has. No unnecessary baggage will be allowed. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, 0. S. Army: 

WM. E. PETERS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Floydls Brigade, 


Adjutant and Inspector General^s Office, 

Richmond, Fa., August n, 1861, 

General G. T. Beaureoard, 

Manassas^ Ya.: 

General : Mr. Snowden has reported here as agent of the railroad 
between this and Manassas, acting under your authority. I am 
instructed to inform you tliat a gentleman, Maj. W. S. Ashe, every way 
qualified for the situation, distinguished at home, devoted to our cause, 
and having the confidence of the Administration, had previously been 
intrusted with these duties, and being president of the railroad, it is 
deemed best that this matter of transportation should be left in his 
hands, under the direction of the authority here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. COOPER, 

[fi.] Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Camp Gauhy^ Augtist d, 1861, 

General A, A. Chapman: 

Dear Sir : I must again express my hearty approbation of the judi¬ 
cious and decided course. It is all I could ask. You should look with 
great care as you advance upon the neighborhood of the enemy. They 
are cunning and stealthy. I will send you a company of artillery in a 
very short time. It is now at White Sulphur, and my orders go for 
them at once. I am quite sure your best course is to march down the 
country so as to fall in below or about Charleston, as indicated in my 
last. Colonel Jenkins is fully possessed of my views on that point. I 
will advance the moment my regiments come up and hope to fall in 
below Cox on the river, I will keep up constant communication with 
you, for it is essential for us to act in close concert; indeed,it may 
become necessary for you to cross the river at some point and unite 
your force with mine. 

With many wishes for your success, I am, very truly, yours, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[5.J Brigadier-Ge^ieral^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha, 


Resolutions of thanhs to Generals Joseph E, Johnston and Gustam T, 
Beauregard and the officers and troops under their command at the 
Battle of Manassas, 

Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America,, That 
the thanks of Congress are eminently due, and are hereby cordially 
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given, to General Joseph E. eJolinston and General Gustave T. Beaure¬ 
gard and to the officers and troops under their command, for the great 
and signal victory obtained by them over forces of the TJnited States, 
far exceeding them in number, in the battle of the 21st of July at 
jManassas, and for the gallantry, courage, and endurance evinced by 
them, in a protracted and continuous struggle of more than ten hours; 
a victory the great results of which will be realized in the future suc¬ 
cesses of the war, and which, in the judgment of Congress, entitles all 
who contributed to it to the gratitude of their country. 

Eesolved further j That the foregoing resolution be made known in 
appropriate General Orders, by the generals in command, to the officers 
and troops to whom they are addressed. 

Approved August 6, 1861, 

[ 2 .] 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 

Richmond^ August 7, 1861. 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Commanding Forces, Manassas: 

General: Ool. Thomas H. Taylor has been ordered to report to you 
at Manassas, and assigned by direction of the President to the com¬ 
mand of the Kentucky Battalion, which is to be organized into a regi¬ 
ment under his command. It is requested that you will furnish Colonel 
Taylor such facilities as will enable him to organize and bring this 
regiment into such a state of efficiency as will make it creditable to 
the service 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. OOOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Eiohmond, August 7, 1861. 

General G. T. Beaureoard, 

Manassas: 

The five companies Fourth Korth Carolina Regiment leave this after¬ 
noon for Manassas. 

S. COOPER, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Special Orders, \ Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ko. 117. ) Richmond, August 7, 1861. 

^ # # # # # # 
General Johnston will organize the Kentucky companies under his 
command into a regiment, the command of which will be assigned to 
Col. Thomas H. Taylor, Provisional Army. Colonel Taylor will at 
once proceed to Manassas Junction, Ya., and report for duty to Gen¬ 
eral Johnston. 

**#### * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO. WITHERS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Special Oedees, ) Adjt, and Insp. Geneeal’s Office, 

No. 244. i Eichviond, Va., August 7,1861. 

* * ^ # * .^ # 

VI. Oapts. G. A. Wallace’s and W. B. Dorman’s companies, Vir¬ 
ginia Volunteers, attacked to Wise’s Legion, will x)roceed without deJay 
to join that command in Western Virginia. 

4 ^ ***** * 

By order: 

GEO, DEAS, 

[5.] Assistant AdjiitanP GeneraL 


Headquabters, 
Ma7iassasj Aiujust 7 , 1861. 

General Beaureoard: 

Dear General : I have just read your note to Major Ehett in ref¬ 
erence to the return of Colonel Evans’ brigade to Loudoun. Colonel 
Preston, of your staff, in conversation this morning suggested that by 
sending a sufficient train to Loudoun we might at the same time obtain 
large supplies for our troops and deprive the enemy of means of sub¬ 
sistence. Will not Colonel Evans’ movement make such a measure 
easy, and may he not execute it so far as our present means of trans¬ 
portation make it feasible? 

Very truly, 

[5.J J. E. JOHNSTOlJir. 


Eiohmond, Va., August 8,1861, 


Maj. H. L, Clay, 

Lynchburg^ Va.: 

Send Col. Carnot Posey’s Sixteenth Mississippi Eegiment to Manassas. 

S. COOPER, 


[5.] 


Adjutant aud Inspector Gmieral, 


Richmond, Va., August 8 , 1861. 


Maij. H. L. Clay, 

Ly7iehburg: 

Send the First Regiment, Polish Brigade, [to] this place. 

S. COOPBK, 


[&.] 


Adjutant and Inspector GeneraL 


Hdqrs. Southern Departsient Coast Defenses, 

Wilmmgton^ August 8 , 1861. 

His Excellency Governor BtENRY T. Clark, 

Raleigh^ N. C.: 

Governor : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 4th instant. I have placed muster-rolls in the hands of 
Colonels Radcliffe and Iverson with instructions to muster into the 
service the Coast Guard as soon as the requisite number can be obtained. 
As soon as I am certain that the required number have volunteered, I 
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sliall be able to spare Captain Edmondston’s company; but, in order to 
facilitate the cap taints movement, I would suggest that conditional 
orders or instructions be sent me as to the point he is to go to and the 
person to whom he is to report in case he goes to Virginia. Colonel 
Iverson, Tenth Eegiment, reports that four negroes escaped from Smith- 
ville and are believed to have gone to the blockading steamer. One or 
more of the number were good pilots. I have directed him to have all 
boats so arranged at night as to enable his guard to prevent them from 
being used by unauthorized persons, but this may not effectually pre¬ 
vent a recurrence of these desertions. I believe that it would be found 
useful to fit out the Uncle Ben as a gun-boat and place her in the hands 
of the navy to be employed near the mouth of the river. The crew 
could keep a night watch upon the water, which may in time become 
an absolute necessity. 

Very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[4. j Brigadier’ General, 


Eiohmond, August <S, 1861. 

General G. T. Beaueeoard : 

York’s and Watson’s batteries were ordered as requested previous to 
receipt of your telegram. 

S. COOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and Bispeetor General, 


Special Oedees, ) Adjt. akb Insp. Gbneeal’s Office, 

No. 245. ) Bichmond, Va.^ Atigust 8, 1861, 

I. The three companies of the Thirteenth North Carolina Eegiment 
of Volunteers under command of Capt. C. J. Cochran will proceed to 
the headquarters of the regiment with the Army of the Potomac. 
****** * 


By order: 
[5.] 


GEO. DEAS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fotjb Miles from Ohbeey Tree Eoad, 

August 8,1861. 


Col. J. Ltrcius Davis, 

First Cavalry: 

Sir; I send you a message Just from seven miles beyond Summers- 
ville. The enemy are in Summersville 3,500 strong with six cannon. 
He will give you all the minute information necessary. I start imme¬ 
diately for the purpose of intercepting any troops between Gauley Eiver 
and Birch Mountains. The road I have passed over is worse than any 
I have ever seen. If you send troops this way, leave wagons behind 
and pack everything on horses. I shall be at the Leavin’s Cabin road 
to-night. If you wish to send couriers to me, I will leave word along 
the road where I can be found. I will keep you advised of the enemy, 
and will, with God’s help, send you a few of them. If possible, send me 
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some Rorseslioes and horseslioe nails; old horseshoes are better than 
none. Many of my horses are barefooted, and the roads rocky in the 
extreme. Some of the horses must be left, unless I get shoes for them. 
There is not a blacksmith within twenty miles. I have from undoubted 
authority that General Tyler says he will go to Lewisburg, if he wades 
there in blood. His orders are to unite with General Oox and then 
inarch forward. Eicmember, if you send any re-enforcements, that, from 
McClung’s through the Wilderness road to the crossing of Cherry 
Ti’ee River, nothing can be obtained for man or beast, a distance of 
twenty miles. Send me such orders as you desire to be executed; the 
present change in the position may require other than I have. I shall 
proceed upon the orders last received from General Wise. Do not for¬ 
get to make a requisition upon Richmond for a regimental forge and 
several sets of tools. We cannot travel without them to much purpose 
in the mountains. 

Respectfully, yours, 

ST. GEO. CROGHANT, 

[5.] Lietitenant-Colonel First Cavalry, 


Camp at Meadow Bluff, August 1861 , 

General Floyd : 

Sir: I judge from reports of scouts that the enemy, 3,000 to 5,000, 
are at Gauley with some artillery, a few cavalry. The messenger 
(reliable, I believe) will tell you that Tyler’s corps, 3,500, and one bat¬ 
tery, are at Summersville, sixty miles hence, three or four days’ march, 
the roads being very rough, barely practicable to artillery. Cox at 
Gauley and Tyler at Summersville are two days’ march apart. They 
probably meditate a junction and a movement to Lewisburg, or some 
point of strength to be held until they are re-enforced. Cox’s scouts 
have appeared twenty-three or twenty-four miles west of me, and it 
shows a design of a junction with Tyler somewhere on the Lewisburg 
turnpike, access being open by the Sundayroad debouching some four¬ 
teen or fifteen miles from Gauley Bridge, and other minor wagon roads 
and horse paths. Cox con structed boats and rafts at the Gauley Bridge 
some days since. The enemy advanced some 500 or 600 men to Fayette 
Court-House, but as yet has shown no observable indication of an 
important movement on that side of the New River. From Suinmers- 
ville the roads had access to this turnpike by four farms and fords, 
Hughes’ and Carnifix being the principal from which the various roads 
diverge, the Wilderness road debouching here. I sent 200 cavalry (on 
the 6th) toward Stroud’s Glades (fifty miles north) to reconnoiter the 
enemy and drive the herds of cattle out of his way. They will not 
return for three or four days to come. Captain Caskie with some forty 
to fifty troopers are forty miles hence in Raleigh, and with a body of 
militia will move toward Fayette Court-House. I have here besides 
guards, scouts, &c., about 100 cavalry, not well armed or equipped. 
Our horses are generally badly off for shoes, and the shoeing is pro¬ 
ceeding slowly, for want of smiths and forges. About 150 militia, 50 
armed and poorly equipped, are in bivouac near me; say 100 unarmed 
as yet. General Wise, as you are aware, is two days’ march east of me. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. LUCIUS DAYIS, 
Colonel First Regiment^ Wise Legion, 


[5.] 
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Headquarters, 

Valley Mountain^ August 8, 1861. 

General J. B. Floyd, 

Commanding^ LeiHshurg^ Ya.: 

General: I have learned from a letter received from General Wise 
this morning that you intended moving upon Lewisburg yesterday. 
The general reports his legion unprepared at present to take the field 
for want of tents, clothing, means of transportation, &c., for which he 
has sent to Staunton. I have written to him to-day to join you as soon 
as possible. A part of his force now occupies, I believe, Meadow Bluff, 
and from his cavalry scouts you will learn of the proceedings of the 
enemy in your front. I need not repeat to you the importance of hold¬ 
ing the enemy west of Lewisburg if possible, and of preventing his 
approach by the turnpikes through Ealeigh to the Virginia^ and Ten¬ 
nessee Eailroad in Wythe and Washington Counties, and in Pulaski 
County. I hope some Southern regiments have by this time been 
posted at Wytheville, and should you learn that such is the case you 
are desired to keep in communication with their commander, to give 
such directions to the troops collected on the Fayette and Ealeigh 
turnpike as may be necessary, and to assume J;he control of the troops 
operating in the Kanawha District, unless otherwise ordered by the 
Secretary of War. It may be proper to inform you that a part of Gen¬ 
eral Boring’s forces occupy this position with its depot and reserve at 
Huntersville. Another part of his command, under General H. E. 
Jackson, holds a position on the Staunton and Parkersburg turnpike, 
where it crosses the Alleghany, having its reserve and depot at Mon¬ 
terey. You are desired to communicate to him any information of 
interest to his command. I learn from recent advices believed to be 
reliable that the enemy is fortifying Charleston, repairing the Gauley 
bridge, and is advanced seven or eight miles east to the Hawk’s Nest. 
His march with 300 infantry to Fayette Court-House was for the pur¬ 
pose of releasing some prisoners confined there in jail. General Cox is 
said to have made himself very acceptable to the inhabitants of Kana¬ 
wha Valley by his considerate conduct, and that he has between 3,000 
and 4,000 men at Gauley Eiver. I also learn that the troops that had 
been sent to Summersville from this line are returning, probably walled 
by the advance to this point. I have heard of no movement of the 
enemy as yet threatening the Virginia and Tennessee Eailroad. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. B. LEE, 

[5.] General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters, 

Valley Mountain^ August 1361. 

Brig. Gen. A. A. Chapman, 

nineteenth Brigade Virginia Militia^ Union^ Monroe CountyVa.: 

General : In reply to your letter stating that you had called out 
and embodied 1,500 of the militia of your brigade, I have the honor to 
suggest that you endeavor, in accordance with the proclamation of the 
Governor to that effect, to form from them a volunteer regiment or such 
number of companies as will furnish the quota there called for. This 
will furnish a more stable force and relieve the country from much 
inconvenience. Whatever force maybe brought into the field, I desire 
it to be posted on the Fayette and Ealeigh turnpike, at such point as 
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can best guard and watch that approach to the Virginia and Tennessee 
Eailroad, and to act under the orders of the commanding general in 
the Kanawha District. It is desired also that notice be sent of any 
advance against the railroad to the officer commanding such troops as 
may be at 'Wytheville or on that line. 

I am, very respectfally, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 
General^ Gommundln{/, 

Headquaetees, 

Valley Mountain^ August 6‘, 1861, 

Eespectfully referred to Brigadier-General Floyd for his information. 

By command of General Lee: 

W. H. TAYLOE, 

[5.1 Acting Assistant-Adjutant General, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamj) ArbucJclej near Leicisburgj August 6‘, 1861, 

Ool. G. 0. Wharton; 

Sir: I hope you will hasten up with all convenient speed. The 
enemy are advancing upon us rapidly and in large force. We are with¬ 
out arms for many of our people, and are extremely scarce of ammu¬ 
nition. I hope you have brought on both, and will be able to join us 
at once. The enemy are certainly within thirty miles of us with a force 
of at least 5,000 men with two batteries of artillery in addition, to 
which they have another supporting force at the mouth of Gauley of 
4,000 men with horse and artillery. We are sixty-odd miles from that 
point. With a union of these two forces, you observe, it would give 
them more than three to one of our force, a long odds, considering we 
have not artillery. Heth is absent and there is not a single field officer 
with his regiment. All those considerations necessitate the most active 
and efficient preparations of our people for the coming fight. 

Very truly, youru, ^ 

[5 j Brigadier-General,, G. S, Army, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 
Gainp ArbueJclCy near Leicisbimjj A^lg^lst S, 1861. 


Captain Oaskie, 

Blue SuVpImr: 

Sir : If you have not already executed the order given you to obs^uct 
and destroy the road leading toBowyer’s Fepy, you will desist fiom 
the work and report to me at once the condition of the road as far as 
vou know it. Take good care that all communications from this region 
of country with the Kanawha Valley be cut off upon all the roads 
within reach of your command. With this view you will establish 
vigilant scouts upon all of them. 

EespectftaUy, yours, &c., ^ 

j-g j Brigadier-General^ Gommanding. 
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Elkdale, Oulpepee, Va., August 9,1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : My wound heals so rapidly that I expect to report for duty at 
Manassas by the 1st of September. I shall probably have a brigade 
assigned me, and should it not be incompatible with the good of the 
service, request that the Second Florida Eegiment be attached to my 
command. Eemembering your former kindness, I have unhesitatingly 
made the above request, and hope, unless urgent reasons exist to the 
contrary, you will forward the wishes of Col. George T. Ward and 
myself in the matter. 

Eespectfully, yours, &c., 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Provisional Army^ Confederate States. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters, 

hTo. 57. s Bethel GJmrch, August 9, 1861, 

The depredations committed on private property by the troops of 
this command are so base and cowardly in their character as to throw 
discredit on all officers, non-commissioned officers, and men who com¬ 
pose it. Houses and premises of patriotic citizens who have left their 
homes and taken up arms in defense of their principles have been vio¬ 
lently invaded, instead of being approached with the respect due their 
gallant owners, and been robbed of valuable property, in one case 
including certificate of bank stock. Carpet-bags and dressing-cases of 
the wives of these citizens have been broken open and robbed of their 
contents. Poultry, sheep, hogs, &c., which have been spared by the 
enemy have been seized upon by our soldiers without the permission of 
the owners and appropriated. Fields of growing corn belonging to 
very poor people, but who are true to our cause, have been destroyed 
by our army, and helpless women and children, whose husbands and 
fathers are absent in the field, have implored the commanding general 
with bitter tears to save their crops of corn to prevent starvation to 
their children and themselves during the approaching winter. The 
commanding general cannot believe that he is surrounded by his coun¬ 
trymen when such statements are made, and made with truth. He can¬ 
not beheve in the honor, bravery, or common honesty of any under his 
command who would commit such acts, tolerate them in others, and fail 
to use, whether private or officer, all the means in his power to bring 
such offenders to condign punishment. He is haiDpy, however, to say 
that it is the few and not the many who have brought this disgrace 
upon the army to the deep injury of our cause, but as the officers and 
privates from first to last must share this discredit, all are in honor 
bound to use their utmost exertions to prevent or avenge it. Oom- 
manding officers are therefore ordered to place sentinels over the houses, 
premises, and fields of all citizens in the vicinity of their camp, and to 
send out patrols to take up all offenders of whatever regiments, and it 
is ordered that these offenders be punished by their commanding 
officers in the most severe and summary manner. Every field officer, 
captain, lieutenant, non-commissioned officer, and private of this com¬ 
mand is called upon and hereby ordered to arrest and bring before 
their commanding officer any one found guilty of robbing, even to the 
value of one ear of corn or a chicken, any inhabitant of the country in 
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which this army may be operating. Commanding officers of regiments 
and companies are held responsible that every possible eifort be made 
by them to prevent and punish these crimes, and to this responsibility 
they will be strictly held by the general commanding the department. 
The abuse can be easily corrected if the commissioned officers use ener¬ 
getically the power with which they are clothed. This order will be 
read for two successive days to each regiment and detachment. 

By order of Brigadier-General Magruder: 

G. B. COSBY, 

[‘I.] Major and Acting Assistmit Adjntajit-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp ArhiieMej near LewisMirg, August .9, 18G1, 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States of America: 

Dear Sir: After a few days’ close observation in this part of the 
country, I am quite sure the enemy’s policy now is to hold all the 
western portion of the State lying on the Ohio iiiver and as far east¬ 
ward as the Cumberland range of mountains. They have at Gauley 
between 4,000 and 5,000 men, and a like number at Summersville. 
They are thirty-five miles distant from each other. The interests of 
all the west imperatively demand that these people shall be driven out 
across the Ohio, which I think can be done, with the proper manage¬ 
ment of the force to be secured in this region. I am a few miles west 
of Lewisburg and fourteen miles west of General Wise. I have deemed 
it proper, all points fully considered, to assume the command of the 
troops about here. I accordingly have issued the order, a copy of 
which I send herewith.* One line of policy only should be pursued, and 
this is the only means by which it can be secured. There is great dis¬ 
organization amongst the men under General Wise’s command, as he 
told me himself, and 1 hope the course 1 propose will help to remedy 
the evil. I hope to be speedily able now to make a movement toward 
the enemy, and I trust the course 1 have taken will meet your appro¬ 
bation. I think the inspection I have ordered will result in showing a 
force sufficiently large with the volunteer militia who will join us for 
the campaign to enable us to move against them. When we do move 
it will require great circumspection, attention, and tact to molliiy the 
temper and feelings of the people west of here, if half be true of what 
bas reached my ears relative to their present exasperated and excited 
state of feeling. If the enemy were attacked and driven from Sum- 
mersville, Oox at Gauley Bridge would be helpless and at our mercy, 
and the junction between these forces I think can be prevented by a 
prompt but quiet movement. Two well-appointed batteries would be 
of inestimable value to us now. Can’t you send them'? The service 
we will render if we can get into the field will amply repay everything, 
I think. If we can dislodge these people from Kanawha Valley our 
whole force could be turned against the rear of Bosecrans. But of 
course you will understand all these views perfectly well and can order 
what is best to be done. 

With the highest regard, I am, truly, your friend, 

[5.] JOHK B. FLOYD. 


See Floyd to Wise, August 9, p. 226. 
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Headquarters Army op the Kanawha, 

Gamp ArbucJcle^ near Leivisburg^ August 9,1891, 
Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War : 

Sir: I met at Sweet Springs on my way to Jackson^s River an order 
from General R. E. Lee, changing my direction to this quarter of the 
country, with directions to hold in check if possible the forces of Gen¬ 
eral Cox, advancing from Gauley River and those under General Tyler 
coming from Summersville. I have come here accordingly, passing 
General Wise’s command at White Sulphur Springs, where he has 
halted after falling back from Kanawha. The force under Cox and 
Tyler is, as far as I can ascertain, quite formidable. Their combined 
numbers will, it is confidently asserted, reach 10,000 men, well appointed 
and strong in field artillery. I think the number exaggerated in all prob¬ 
ability. General Wise, I fear, is hardly in condition to render much effi¬ 
cient aid with his legion at the present moment. 1 send you a copy* of his 
reply to an inquiry of mine as to the force and arms ready for service, 
y on will see from it also he intimates his action will be governed by orders 
from General Lee. I have not the least desire to exercise command 
over any but my own men, but the exact line of authority ought to be 
clearly defined and definitely settled, so as to give efficiency to the 
small forces we have in the west. I do not understand the relative 
authority between the State and Oonfederateofficers, which I very much 
desire, that I may conform to your directions upon the subject. The 
enemy are certainly advancing upon this county from Kanawha and 
from Summersville. They propose to form a junction at a point thirty 
miles from this place and then march upon Greenbrier and Monroe 
Counties. You see from General Wise’s letter the condition of his com¬ 
mand. My own brigade is decimated with measles. Still if our arms 
and ammunition were here we would make a good stand with the num¬ 
bers fit for duty. Our cavalry are useless for want of arms. Sabers 
and pistols for 400 men we could get along with. Artillery is indispen¬ 
sable to us. The enemy are well supplied with it and we cannot well 
get alongwdthout it. Our people are greatly dispirited and the enemy 
much elated by the retrograde movement of General Wise, and every 
means should be taken with all promptness to restore the confidence of 
the country. If some authority was given by the Confederate Govern¬ 
ment to raise a force of militia under sucli men as you would designate 
to command the regiments, an efficient force could be speedily raised 
amongst the circumjacent counties. But in the meantime if two well 
armed and equipped regiments could be sent here from Covington it 
would be productive of the best consequences. I am quite sure that 
the country will in a reasonable time raise a sufficient force to defend 
itself and to drive the enemy across the Ohio. 

With the highest respect, I am, your obedient servant, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General, 0. S. Army, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Arhuclde, near Lewishurg, August 9,1861, 

Maj. Gen. R. E. Lee : 

Sir: I directed my course agreeably to your orders to prevent, if 
possible, the apprehended junction of the forces of General Cox and 
General Tyler in this county. I am now four miles west of Lewisburg, 
and after close observation and minute inquiry for three days I am satis- 


Not found. 
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fled the enemy has no idea for the present of advancing upon Lewisburg. 
Tyler is at Summersville with a force not much, if at all, exceeding 2,000 
men. He has, it is said, six pieces of brass field artillery. Oox is at 
the mouth of Gauley with a force, probably, of near 5,000 men. He is 
fortifying his position there, and is well supplied with artillery, it is said. 
There is a good turnpike road between these two commands a distance 
of thirty miles, along which they are keeping up a brisk intercourse. 
Twenty-seven wagons laden with supplies were sent last Friday from 
Gauley to Summersville. I think this force of the enemy can be driven 
from the Kanawha Valley with a little addition to the strength already 
within reach if it were systemized. In reply to an inquiry made by me 
of General AVise I received from him the inclosed reply,* which shows 
his command to be in a very disorganized condition. As promptness is 
so essential now, I issued to General Wise the inclosed order,t which I 
hope will meet with your approval. I am in bitter need of arms for my 
cavalry. Is it possible for you to supply us with any? I had written 
this much when I received your dispatch of the 8th, and to which I will 
say a few words in reply. I found the whole country in a panic at the 
retreat of General Wise’s people, and I determined to move westward 
far enough to give some feeling of security to them. This I think is 
accomplished. I went myself Saturday as far as Meadow Bluff, where 
I met with many people and hear from them the information already 
detailed. I am now pretty confident the enemy intend for the present 
only to hold, if they can, the country which they now occupy. Their 
line of occupation is a pretty good one—from Gauley to Summersville 
and northeast toward Eosecrans. They have good roads, whilst east¬ 
ward of them there is an extremely barren and rugged country, through 
which an advancing foe could be greatly annoyed. Oox has certainly 
conciliated to a very great extent the people of all the country heretofore 
occupied by our troops. He furnishes bacon, fiour, coffee, and sugar at 
very low prices, and is opening trade by the river to Cincinnati. A 
strong force from the counties west of New Fiver will be ready and eager 
to fail upon Cox’s flank the moment we iiress him in front, and if you 
continue your movements upon Rosecrans I think the northwest will be 
cleared of the enemy before October. A general movement upon them 
all along their lines will require more men on their part than they have 
or can raise to defend their positions. I do not think there is any 
necessity for regiments to be stationed at Wytheville. Any force which 
Cox could detach and send in that direction would be cut to pieces 
before they could reach within fifty miles of any point on the railroad. 
It would take an extremely x)owerful force to make good that march, and 
25,000 men could be concentrated to meet them at any point on the road 
before they could accomplish half the march from Kanawha Valley to 
the railroad. I hope we shall be able with the forces at command not 
only to occupy fully the enemy in Kanawha, but to dislodge him and 
turn our face toward the rear of the column now in your front, I am 
only waiting here for my remaining people to come up and for those 
heretofore sick with measles to join us. Half of our people have been 
suffering from this disease, which is still prevailing to a most distress¬ 
ing extent among all the more recent volunteers. General Chapman, I 
have understood, has disbanded the militia. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[5,] Brigadier-General^ G. 8. Army. 

* Not found. t See Floyd to Wise, August 9, p. 226. 
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Headquarters Army of the KAnawha, 

Camp ArhticJtle, near Leicishurg^ August 9,1861. 
Maj. Gen. E. E, Lee: 

Sir : I am this far on my march as you ordered, to prevent, if possi¬ 
ble, the anticipated junction of the men under General Cox at Gauley 
Bridge with those under General Tyler. I learn to-day from a source 
deemed worthy of credit that General Tyler reached Summersville 
some days ago with a force between 4,500 and 5,000 well armed, having 
two well appointed batteries of field artillery. Cox’s force is repre¬ 
sented to be about the same. His advance, numbering about 500, 
encamped near the forks of the road where the junction is to be effected 
night before last. These circumstances look as if the information 
about the proposed junction was correct. The town of Lewisburg and 
the Central Eailroad would of course be their great object then. My 
own force has not yet been fully armed. The cavalry, so essential in 
our service here, is without any arms almost, and I am entirely destitute 
of artillery. The measles have rendered unfit for duty an extremely 
large number of men, and some of the companies are still without arms. 
I send you herewith a letter* of General Wise in answer to an inquiry 
I made of him, which shows the condition of his command. From this 
exhibit the prospect is not a very bright one to meet successfully a well 
equi])ped force of 8,000 or 10,000 men. I believe the report of their 
numbers to be much exaggerated. If 1 had arms for 400 cavalry and 
300 infantry I would not hesi tate to give tb em battle. I ordered General 
Wise to join me at once and march to meet the enemy with our com¬ 
bined forces, but in any event I will advance the moment my entire force 
comes up, and will with my own troops alone, if necessary, resist the 
junction and meet the march of the enemy in this direction. 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-Generalj 0. S. Army. 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp ArhucMe^ near Lewisburg^ August .9, 1861. 
Brigadier-General Wise: 

Sir: I am sorry to interfere with your plans and arrangements set 
forth in your communication received this morning, and under any 
other circumstances certainly would not do so. But I learn from Col¬ 
onel Davis and other sources which seem to me to be entitled to credit 
that General Gfyler is advancing and has reached as far as Summersville 
on the march in this direction. These people must be met, and if i)os- 
sible stopped in their progress. To do this with a hope of success it 
becomes necessary for you to bring at once your whole available force 
to my assistance. With that we may still have time to choose an 
eligible position at which to fight them, with some fair hope of success. 
But not an hour is to be lost. Your column should march to-morrow 
and proceed with all possible dispatch until you reach my command. 
Your infantry should have at least forty rounds of ammunition issued 
to them and the artillery as much. 

1 have the honor to be, respectfully, yours, &c., 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

f^-] Brigadier-Genial^ Commanding. 


* Not found. 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt, and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ho. 247. j Richmond, Ya., Aiigmt 10, 1861. 

=** * * # # # # 

V. The battalion of Kentucky Volunteers under Maj. B. Anderson 
will proceed to-morrow evening to Manassas and join the other compa¬ 
nies from that State now serving with the Army of the Potomac. 

YI. The five companies from Georgia commanded, respectively, by 
Capts. L. (3. Norwood, John E. Ivey, E. M. Seago, H. J. Smith, and 
Michael Lynch will proceed to Manassas on Monday evening, the 12th 
instant, and join the other battalion from that State, lately under tlie 
command of Lieut. Col. W. D. Smith. The ten companies will then 
constitute a regiment, to be commanded by Col. W. D, Smith, tlie other 
field officers to be appointed hereafter. 

By order: GEO. DEAS, 

[•51 _ Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquabtees Abmy of the Potomac, 

A^igust lOj 1861. 

General G. T. Beaureoaed, 

Oommanding Army of the Potomac: 

General : I have the honor, according to your instructions, to report 
what orders I transmitted for you on July 21 . Between 7 and 8 a. m. I 
was instructed to lead a Mississippi regiment, under Colonel Barksdale, 
to McLean’s farm, and post them in the woods in rear of Blackburn’s 
Ford, and report it to General Longstreet as a reserve. You also 
directed me that after accomplishing the first to inform Colonel Early 
not to advance if he had received orders to that effect, but to await a 
second order. Colonel Early I met at General Longstreet’s headq[iiarters 
and delivered my orders. I then returned and reported myself to you. 
Later in the day and after the battle you directed me to lead into Camp 
Pickens two regiments, one Mississippi and one Tennessee, also a bat¬ 
tery of artillery. After doing so I returned to meet you at your head¬ 
quarters, Manassas. 

The above I respectfully submit for your information. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS. HEYWARD, 

[5.] _ A ide-de- Camp. 


Camp at Meadow Bluff, August 10,1861. 

General Floyd: 

Sir : I have the honor to report my present force inadequate to exe¬ 
cute your order to cut off communications with the Kanawha Valley, 
I take this occasion to report the results of yesterday’s scout. The 
enemy have suddenly evacuated the country this side of the Gauley 
bridge. He still has a movable column holding Fayette (beyond the 
river) in subjection. His suddenly hauling cannon up on the heights 
behind him, commanding those on this side, shows that he expects an 
attack from us. Tyler’s column is about Summersville, in Nicholas. 
Citizens of that county reported last night that a moiuited force were 
reconnoitering the Wilderness road leading to my rear. They were 
said to be 200 to 250. 

Your obedient servant, J. LUCITJS DAVIS, 

Colonel, 0. 8. Army. 

No better writing material at present can be had. The general will 
please excuse the deficiency. 

[5,] 


J. LUCIUS DAVIS. 



228 


MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. Lxni 

Atlanta, GtA., August 11,1861. 

Hon, Jeppeeson Davis, 

‘ President: 

Two companies of Colonel Benning’s regiment left here to-night for 
Lynchburg. Best to-morrow and next day, 

H. 0. WAYNE, 

[5. ] Adjutant- General. 


Manassas, August 11,1861. 

My Deae Bledsoe : General Johnston informs me he has lately 
expressed as emphatically as he could in his communications with the 
Department his sense of a great need here for not less than double the 
present supply of artillery. This exactly accords with what I repre¬ 
sented to the President and told yourself. In view of the fact and of 
the difficulties in the way of having carriages, &c., gotten ready in suf¬ 
ficient quantity and with requisite speed, I am more than ever satisfied 
that one of the first desiderata now for our success is a fit man in Eich- 
mond to preside over this definite work and give it his whole time. 
Pray submit it at once to the Secretary of War and to the President. 
Let the best man at once be had and at work. Something was said 
between us about my doing it. My choice is indifierentj for the best in 
my power I am ready to serve in any fit place, while on many accounts 
I prefer being with what has been my company and what I wish to 
make a battalion. The detail should of course be independent of any 
personal consideration ; but pray ask the Secretary to have it promptly 
made in view of the exigency. 

As ever, your friend, 

W. N. PENDLETON, 

[5.] Colonel, cfco.. Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac. 


Special Oedees, ) Headquaetees Monteeey Line, 

> Noethwest Aemy, 

No. 65. ) August 11, 1861. 

Oapt. George Jackson, with his cavalry, will keep the country well 
scouted in the direction of Petersburg. He will frequently send scout¬ 
ing parties as far as that place, and will make regular reports to the 
officer commanding at this post. The latter officer will see to the thor¬ 
ough execution of this order. 

By command of Brig, Gen. H. E. Jackson commanding: 

[ 6 .] 


General Eloyd: 


Meadow Bluff, August 11,1861. 


SiE: I have the honor to report no material change in the enemy^s 
position. More recent scouts indicate a somewhat less number at Sum- 
mersville, but the admitted fact that they have six or eight cannon 
there shows the presence of a pretty large force. They hold all the 
ferries, show little symptom of attacking us, but are very active in 
the work of demoralizing the people and crushing out secessionism. I 
send Colonel Croghan^s last letter as throwing some light on the 
eneray’s movements. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. LUCIUS DAVIS, 
Colonel First Regiment Wise Legion. 


[6.] 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. Oeneral’s Office, 

NTo. 248, j Richmond^ Ya,, August 12^ 1861. 

* * , * * # ^ ^ 
lY. On the arrival of Gapt. F. Blodget, jr.’s, company of Georgia 
Yolunteers at the headquarters of the Army of the Potomac, it will, by 
the commanding general of that army, be equipped as light artillery to 
the extent of the means at his disposal. Any deficiencies will be made 
good by a timely requisition on the Department in this city. 

By order: 

GEO. DBAS, 

[^•1 Assistant Adjutant-Genera 1. 


Headquarters First Corps, Army of the Potomac, 

Manassas^ Fa., August [13 1861. (Eeceived 14th.) 

General Samuel Cooper, 

Adjutant-General (7. S. Army^ Rielimond^ Ya.: 

General ; May I request you to send me as soon as practicable a 
general officer, or even colonel with a military education and some 
practice, to command the Louisiana brigade, which otherwise will never 
be able to accomplish anything. I have already applied for one or two 
officers for that position, but they could not be had. The last one I 
applied for as colonel of Provisional Army C. S. was Col. K. C, W. 
Eadford, of the Yirginia cavalry, formerly of theU. S. dragoons. No 
answer has yet been received, I also applied for Lieut. Col. W. H. 
Jenifer, Provisional Army of Yirginia, to be made lieutenant-colonel of 
the Provisional Army C. S., so that he might take the command of my 
cavalry in Colonel Eadford’s place. I regret to have to report an 
unusual amount of sickness in this army corps—as much as 50 per 
cent, in the First Brigade (Bonham’s). I must request to be informed 
also as to the relative rank of the brigadier-generals under my com¬ 
mand. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G, T. BEAHEEGAED, 

General^ Commanding. 

P. S.~Can it not be so arranged as to make General Longstreet 
second in command? 

B. 

[ 6 .] - 


Hbadqttaktees Meadow Blttpp, 

August 13,1861. 

General J. B, Floyd : 

SiE: I have the honor to ask yonr attention to the report of the 
hearer. Nothing new is offered except an increase of scouts toward 
Bowyer’s Ferry, our spies having reported a Federal party there mena¬ 
cing the flank of our scouting parties. It is highly important that I 
should receive re-enforcements that our weary men may have an oppor¬ 
tunity for rest and drill. The water will be so high for eight or ten 
days that the enemy in possession of all the ferries can steike when 
they dare, while we can only watch. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. LTJCIUS DAVIS, 
Colonel First Regiment Wise Legion. 


[ 5 .] 
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Special Obbbes, ) Abjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Fo. 249. ) . Richmond, Ya., August 13, 1861. 

^ # 

III. Oapt. J. T. Eosser’s company will proceed, as soon as transpor¬ 
tation can be provided, to tbe WTiite Sulphur Springs and join the army 
under Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise. 

TV. The Daniel Boone Eifles, under Oapt. Albert Covington, will 
proceed, as soon as transportation can be provided, to Manassas and 
join the Army of the Potomac. 

# # * * # * * 

By order: 

GEO. DBAS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eiohmond, August 13^ 1861. 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Commanding Manassas^ Va.: 

Your communication of the 7th instant in relation to field artillery 
has been submitted to the chief of ordnance, and returned to this office 
with the following indorsement: ‘^Iron 12-pounder howitzers are being 
cast both here and at Eome, Ga.” There will I hear be no lack of field 
artillery. Harness is now being made at various points throughout 
the Confederacy. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 

E. H. CHILTON, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 

War Department, 
Richmond, August 13, 1861. 

General G. T. Beatjreg-ard, 

Manassas: 

Sir: You are hereby informed that the President, by and with the 
advice of Congi’ess, has appointed you a general (to take effect July 21, 
1861) in the Army of the Confederate States. You are requested to 
signify your acceptance or non-acceptance of said appointment; and 
should you accept, you will sign before a magistrate the oath of office 
herewith and forward the same with your letter of acceptance to this 
Department. 

L. P. WALKBE, 

[6.] Secretary of War. 


Union, Monroe County, Ya., 

August 13,1861. 

Maj. Gen. E. B. Lee, 

Talley Mountain: 

General : Your letter of the 8th has only now been received, and I 
have the honor in reply to say that General Floyd, having moved his 
brigade west of Lewisburg, and receiving from a reliable scout in the 
county of Fayette information that the enemy which lately occupied 
Fayetteville had fallen back and united with the enemy’s forces on the 
north side of the Kanawha, at Gauley, I deemed the further service of 
the militia called out by me unnecessary at the present and directed 
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tbeir discharge, with instructions to hold themselves in readiness to 
answer a call at an hour’s notice. I regret to say that a strong spirit 
of insubordination prevailed in three of the six regiments, and I am 
satisfied that a regiment of volunteers cannot be organized for twelve- 
months’ service without a resort to a draft, and my brigade will have to 
furnish about 1,200 to make up her quota of 10 per centum of the w^hite 
population. I am in hopes that an order for the draft may be issued 
at a very early day. I have received 1,500 muskets and ammunition 
from the Government, and in the event that the enemy shall move up 
on the Ealeigh and Fayette turnpike, I will have the militia embodied 
immediately and make every resistance possible. The roads can be 
easily blockaded and the advance of the enemy checked until re-enforce¬ 
ments could arrive. I am still of the opinion that the enemy will not 
attempt to approach to the Virginia and Tennessee Eailroad on^the 
south side of Eew River. I will inform you, general, by express of any 
important move of the enemy in this direction. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. A. OHAPMAR’, 

Brigadier-Generalj Nineteenth Brigade Virginia Militia, 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters Valley Mountain, 

A%igiist 21^ 1861, 

Respectfully referred to General Floyd for his consideration, who is 
desired to endeavor to raise volunteer regiments from the loyal citizens 
south of liTew River and to arm them with the muskets sent from Rich¬ 
mond to General Chapman. Aid from the militia seems to be uncertain. 

R. F. XjFF, 

[5.] General^ Gommandiyig, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 250. ) BicJwioyidj Ya,, August 14,1861, 

I. The Daniel Boone Rifles, now under orders to join the Army of 
the Potomac, are assigned to duty with Colonel Wigfall’s Texas battal¬ 
ion, serving with that army. 

II. The Second Georgia Regiment, Col. P. J. Semmes, will proceed 
on Friday, the 16th instant, to join the brigade of Brigadier-General 
Toombs, serving with the Army of the Potomac. 

* # * # # # * 

VII. The orders heretofore given for the movement of Col. M. S. 
Stokes’ regiment of North Carolina Volunteers to the Army of the 
Potomac are countermanded. That regiment will proceed at an early 
hour to-morrow to Aquia Creek and report to Brigadier-General Holmes. 

VIII. The Second Georgia Regiment, Col. P. J. Semmes, instead of 
liroceeding to the Army of the Potomac as directed to-day, will as soon 
as transportation can be furnished move to Aquia Creek and join the 
army under General Holmes. 

IX. Captain Andrews’ company of light artillery will proceed by 
railroad to Aquia Creek as soon as possible, and report to Brigadier- 
General Holmes. 

# # # # # # » 

By order: 

GEO. DEAS, 

p.j Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters, 

Valley Mountain^ Aug%ist 14^ 1861» 
General John B. Floyd, . 

Commanding Army of Kanawha, Gamp near Leioishurg, Ya, : 

General: I have received your letter of the 12th inclosing orders 
assuming command of the troops operating in Kanawha Valley, and a 
letter of General Wise’s of the 8th as to the condition of his command. 
Your prompt advance will check the operations of the enemy and give 
time for General Wise’s brigade to refit and Join you, and will give 
courage to the people of the valley. 1 hope when all your forces are 
united you will be able to drive back the invaders. I am glad to hear 
that so large a force can be concentrated south of the Kanawha to 
oppose any attempt against the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. 
From reports received from General Chapman and Colonel Beckley, 
I feared but little opposition could be brought against such a move¬ 
ment, and therefore endeavored to gather a force at Wytheville. I 
had written to General Chapman to endeavor to form volunteer com¬ 
panies from the militia called into service, agreeably to the tenor 
of the proclamation of the Governor of the 19th ultimo, i understand 
that he has received from Richmond 1,500 flintlock muskets with 
which they can be armed. Colonel Beckley in June last was author¬ 
ized to raise a volunteer regiment, in which I fear he has made but lit¬ 
tle progress, A copy of my letter to him of the 8th is inclosed. I 
desire you to organize into regiments such volunteer companies as can 
be formed, place them under such officers as are available until their 
regular field officers can be appointed, and give them such directions 
as the service may require. Please report to me the progress made in 
their organization^! their condition, and equipment; and also the names 
of all the field officers of your command, the regiments to which they 
are assigned, and deficiencies in their number, so that the latter may be 
supplied. I have not yet heard whether your third regiment has joined 
your brigade. With the force you may command south of the Kanawha 
a material diversion can be made on the enemy’s right, and while 
threatening his center a successful attack might be made on his left. 
The movement on this line has drawn large re-enforcements from Sum- 
mersville and Suttonsville, which will lighten your operations. The 
constant rains which have occurred the past fortnight have rendered 
the roads almost impassable, which has paralyzed operations in this 
quarter for the present, I have thought it probable that the extension 
of the enemy’s force was intended to influence the elections in favor of 
the Peirpoint government. They will the more easily be dispersed. I 
regret to inform you that I have not a single cavalry arm for distribu¬ 
tion. I have requested some portable forges to be forwarded to your 
command from Richmond. A letter from General Wise just received 
states that he is making good progress in organizing his command, and 
that the strength and condition of his troops are daily improving. He 
will join you as soon as possible and before he receives all his equip¬ 
ment, and give the most hearty and zealous co-operation in repulsing 
the enemy. I believe it was the intention of the President that the 
separate organization of his legion or brigade should be maintaineil, 
and it is unnecessary to state that it will only be necessary for your 
orders regulating its movements to be communicated to him. 'The 
troops serving with his legion can be continued or detached as the 
service may require. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 
General, Commanding. 


[5.] 
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Marion, Smyth County, Va., August I4j 1861. 
His Excellency Jefferson Dayis, 

President of the Gonfederate States: 

Dear^ Sir : I feel it to he iny duty and my privilege, as a citizen inter¬ 
ested alike with you in the defense of my State and of the South, to 
direct your attention to a point of attack and defense of peculiar interest 
and importance at this moment. The valleys of the Kanawha, Kew 
Itiver, and Greenbrier are to be overrun and occupied by the enemy 
unless opposed and repelled by an adequate force. You are doubtless 
in possession of more accurate information than I am in reference to 
the forces of the enemy now occupying the valley of the Great Kanawha 
and of the forces under Generals Eloyd and Wise in the Greenbrier 
Yalley sent to oppose them. But if my information be correct our forces 
are less than those of the enemy and require re-enforceinent as promptly 
as possible. They have not only to check the advance of the enemy, 
but ought to be strong enough to drive them from Virginia and to cut 
them to i^ieces in their retreat. Wise’s legion and Floyd’s brigade 
will do all that the same number of men can do to drive back and crush 
out an invading foe, but they ought to have force sufficient, if practi¬ 
cable, to advance at once into the Kanawha Valley and drive back and 
overwhelm the invaders before they, too, are re-enforced. I know that 
other points equally demand your attention, and that all are guarded 
with vigilance and energy. Permit me to say that the history of’ the 
world affords no example of the assembling of such an army in so short 
a time as you have concentrated and are now strengthening in Virginia. 
When General Lee was appointed to the command of the Virginia forces 
our military system was in a complete state of disorder and confusion. 
I felt relieved by his appointment of a painful dread of the consequences 
of such disorganization, and that we had a military head capable of 
restoring order and system and of giving efficiency to the uprisings of 
our xDeople. He has not disappointed public expectation. But the 
great measure of strength and security to the South was the permanent 
union of Virginia with the Confederate States. Had she faltered, as 
Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri have done, and as even Korth Caro¬ 
lina, Tennessee, and Arkansas had done till she seceded, fearful and 
unequal wmuld have been the contest. The secession of Virginia and 
her union with the Confederate States, if not the turning x^oint in the 
destiny of the South, at least interposed her as the battle-ground between 
the Korth and the South. The South has not been unmindful of the 
obligation to come to her defense. .For months her troops under your 
command have poured into Virginia daily. Thousands have i)assed 
and are daily passing along the Virginia and Tennessee Eailroad. The 
importance of this road to the South as a military road for the trans¬ 
portation of men and supplies cannot be overestimated. This road may 
be imperiled, perhaps destroyed, if the enemy be permitted to make 
farther advances up New Eiver or the Greenbrier. They are in eighty 
miles of Kew Eiver bridge. That ought to be guarded. Its destruc¬ 
tion would greatly impede your operations. I look upon this road as 
the salvation of the South. In the possession of the enemy our com¬ 
munications with the west and south would be cut off. Besides, salt 
is an article of prime necessity to the Army and to the country. The 
enemy is in possession of Kanawha Salt-Works, Goose Creek Salt- 
Works, in Kentucky, will be of no advantage to the South. The salt¬ 
works in Smyth and Washington are the only manufactories of salt to 
which we can look. If the enemy should reach this region they would 
occupy that property. These considerations alone would justify large 
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re-enforcemeuts to General Floyd. Others of perhaps more national 
importance make prompt measures for his re-enforcement imperative. 
The obvious policy of the Northern Government is to dismember Vir¬ 
ginia by the line of the Alleghanies or Blue Eidge and to exterminate 
slavery west of that line, and to subjugate or exterminate the inhabit¬ 
ants. Having accomplished that, their plan is to continue their 
encroachments southward. They hope to hold Maryland, Western Vir¬ 
ginia, Kentucky, and Missouri by conquest, even if the independence 
of the Southern Confederacy shall be maintained. The maintenance 
intact of the integrity of the Southern States is essential to the perma¬ 
nent security of our property and independence. My interest in a cause 
so dear to you and to every true Southern man will excuse the liberty I 
take of venturing suggestions of the necessity of re enforcing a column 
of our Army which I know you look to with interest and anxiety. 
Besides, the men of Floyd’s brigade are chiefly from this portion of the 
State, many of them my friends, and two of them the only male mem¬ 
bers of my family. 

With high regard, I am, yours, truly, 

[5.] JAMBS W. SHEFFEY. 


Special Ordees, ) Abjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ko. 251. ] EicJmond, Va,, August 15^ 1861, 

* ^ ^ 

V. The Twelfth Eegiment Korth Carolina Volunteers, Col. J. J. Pet¬ 
tigrew, will proceed to Aquia Creek and report to Brigadier-General 
Holmes. The re^ment will move as soon as transportation is ready. 

VI. The Louisiana regiment of volunteers under Colonel Marigny 
will proceed to Yorktown and report to Brigadier-General Magruder. 

VII. Captain Guy’s battery of light artillery will be prepared for the 
field immediately, and as soon as transportation can be furnished will 
proceed to Western Virginia and report to Brigadier-General Floyd. 

By order: 

GEO. DBAS, 

[4 and 5.j Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Lynohbubc, August 15^ 1861. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis: 

Sir: I am here with a battalion of riflemen and one squadron of 
cavalry. The other squadron will arrive to-morrow, and a company of 
infantry in a few days. I have reported to Major Olay. 

WILLIAM PHILLIPS. 

[ 6 .] 


HEABQtTARTBKS AEMT OP THE KANAWHA, 

Gamp six Miles west of Meadow Bluff, August 15,1861. 
Lieut. Col. St. George Oeoghah, 

First Cavalry: 

Sir : You will, at as early an Lour as practicable in the morning, join 
me in my march from this point to meet the enemy advancing from the 
Kanawha Yalley. You will take care to have the same order published 
to auy ti'oops of the Wise Legion that may be at or in the vicinity of 
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Meadow Bluff. This is extremely important, as our pickets kave kad 
a skirmisk with the advance guard of the enemy four miles from tkis 
point. 

Your obedient servant 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[5.1 Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


Camp at the Foot of Sewell, 

Ttvelve Miles from Meadow Bluffs August 15j 1861. 
Brigadier-General Floyd : 

1 have tke honor to report to you that I pursued the old State road 
leading to Bowyer’s Ferry, by order of Colonel Davis, four miles beyond 
the top of Big Sewell, and within eight miles of tke ferry. 1 there 
received information from our scouts that there are no Federal troops on 
this side of BowyeFs Ferry. I returned with my command to this point, 
blockading the road at several places on Big Sewell by felling of large 
timber, &c., making it impassable for wagons until removed. I have 
scouts extending to the top of Big Sewell now, who will report should 
anything of importance occur. My object in reporting to you is to 
know whether 1 shall remain at this point and keep tkis road guarded, 
or go to some other point. I have thirty men of my own company 
under iny command. 1 will await orders at this place, should I hear 
of no enemy, and if 1 hear of any on this road I will meet them, find 
their strength, and report to you. Please give me instructions by the 
bearer. 

I am, with high regard, your obedient servant, 

JNO. P. BROCK, 
Captain Valley Bangers. 

N. B.—1 will be pleased to hear from you in regard to my note to 
you of-date instant. 

[5.1 J. 1^. B. 


Headquarters Army of Kanawha, 

Camp Arhuelde^ near Lewishurg, August 15j 1861. 
Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd; 

Sir; I proceeded in the direction indicated by you, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the forces of the enemy at Summersville, and from the 
best information 1 could obtain, and which I considered reliable, their 
forces there are about 2,200; they have six small pieces of cannon at 
Summersville. I also ascertained that there were about 250 men at 
Sutton, a considerable number of whom are sick; they have one small 
cannon. Major Reynolds and the two other gentlemen who accom¬ 
panied me kept on for the ])urpose of obtaining further information. 
The above is all the information I could obtain. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

[5.] W. H. GRAPES. 


Special Orders, 
No. 252. 


Adjt. and Insp. GeneralOffice, 

Richmond^ Va.^ August 16^ 1861. 

sxt # # # 


X. The three companies of Virginia infantry at Fredericksburg, 
commanded by Captains Chandler, Braxton, and Parrish, and the 
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Maryland Zonaves, are assigned to Colonel Eichardson’s regiment, the 
Forty-seventh, and the four companies of that regiment at Fort Larry 
will be detached and formed into a separate battalion, to be com¬ 
manded by Maj. W. IN'. Ward. 

By order: 

GEO. DEAS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant- Genera /•. 


Eichmond, August 16^ 1861. 

General J. B. JoHNSTON, 

Commanding^ Manassas^ Va.: 

Sir: Your communication of 11th instant is received, and in reply I 
have the honor to state that hereafter all troops ordered to your com„- 
mand will be armed before being sent forward to you. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &o., 

• E. H. CHILTOlSr, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General^s Office, 

No. 252. 3 Richmond^ Va., August 16, 1861. 

1. The Tom Watts Eebels, Captain Pricers Alabama Volunteers, will 
proceed to Manassas as soon as transportation can be furnished, and 
join the Twelfth Alabama Eegiment, Col. E. T. Jones commanding. 

« # # # ^ # 

V. Oapt. Thomas Taylor’s company, the Oongaree Troop, of Hamp¬ 
ton’s Legion, South Carolina Volunteers, will march as soon as possible 
to Manassas and join their legion, serving with the Army of the Poto¬ 
mac. The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary trans¬ 
portation for their baggage. 

# # ^ ^ 

Vir. Captain Flournoy’s company of cavalry, Virginia Volunteers, 
will march as soon as possible to Ashland and report to Colonel Field, 
commanding at that post. 

^ ^ m ^ ^ 

IX. Maj. John E. Johnson, Virginia cavalry, is assigned to the 
command of the cavalry companies serving with the army under Briga¬ 
dier-General Holmes, to whom he will report in i)erson as soon as he is 
relieved in his present duties. 

# # * * # # 

GEO. DBAS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Camp on Sewell Mountain, August 16,1861. 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States of America: 

Dear Sir: The retreat of General Wise from Kanawha has been 
every way productive of the worst results. It has dispirited our peo- 
X)le and encouraged above all things the enemies of the Confederacy. 
The policy governing his action whilst there aggravates alike friend 
and foe. His retreat has been turned by General Cox to the greatest 
advantage. He is conciliating the whole poiiulation with great skill. 
But General Wise’s retreat operates most injuriously on his own views 
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of wliat should be the proper line of policy for the future in Kanawha 
Valley. He cannot heartily or scarcely at all agree to any action 
which seems to be contrary to his own whilst there. To fight the 
enemy, particularly with increased numbers, on the ground over which 
he has retreated before inferior numbers would seem to acknowledge 
the retreat itself to be a blunder, or to enter the valley without a fight 
would be the strongest possible condemnation of the retreat. But to 
remain in quarters at the White Sulphur, with the whole northwestern 
portion of the State blazing with civil war, is what is^ not long to be 
endured. I have taken command formally, but his unwillingness to 
co-oi)erate in a total change of his own policy is so great that it 
amounts practically almost to open oi^position. Of course you must 
understand that I do not in the least regard this unwilling compliance 
of the general. I know perfectly well how to enforce obedience, and 
will, without the least hesitation, do it. There is no danger of a rup¬ 
ture between us, I think, but it would be far better to observe a certain 
and cordial co-operation amongst commands in the Kanawha Valley. 
Wise would serve zealously and cheerfully under General Lee, and 
more so with any one than with me. If General Wise’s legion was 
ordered to join General Lee as soon as a well-appointed equal force 
could be sent to replace them with me, the greatest good would result 
from it. The force to replace Wise should, if possible, come from Ken¬ 
tucky. “ I think it could be made to tell beneficially upon the northern 
part of that State. I am forty miles west of the White Sulphur 
Springs, with an inadequate force. My own regiments are now scarcely 
half their strength from measles. Wise sends me his very grudgingly. 
My whole force with Wise’s will not exceed 3,000,1 think. But every 
consideration demands that we shall fight the invading troops when¬ 
ever we shall meet them, which will probably be in a very few days. 
Our scouts, under Colonel Heth, had a skirmish with the enemy’s 
scouts yesterday, and so had those under Col. J. L, Davis. The enemy 
is supposed to be in force about fifteen miles from this point, advancing 
upon Lewisburg. I doubt their numbers and their intention both at 
this time, but from a captured dispatch of Colonel Tyler to General 
itosecrans (a copy* of which I send you), their plan certainly was to 
attack Lewisburg. The enemy, if they come as it is reported, will meet 
us within ten miles of the spot, in the midst of the most sterile and 
mountainous regions of the State. They are very actively engaged 
organizing the Peirpoint government. I will advance as best I can to 
the Ohio Eiver, and with a good force of 5,000 or 6,000 men, under 
willing, efficient officers, I think the enemy can be driven out and that 
region be restored to the State. At present the confusion and disaffec¬ 
tion there exceed anything imaginable. I will not trouble you with 
anything more pertaining to the force here, but hope a short time will 
develop clearly enough the policy best to be adopted to regulate the 
foi'ces 

With the highest regard, I am, very truly, your frieud, 

[5.1 & j » FLOYIX 


Speoiai Oedbrs, ) Hbadquaetees Montebbt Line, 

ISOETHWESTEEN AEMY, 

No. 78. ) Greenbrier Biver, August 16, 1861. 

Colonel Taliaferro will advance to this point as early to-morrow inorn- 
ing as practicable with the Twenty-third and Thirty-seventh Regiments 


Not found. 
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Yirginia Volunteers, and Major Eeger’s command, leaving behind all 
of his officers and men who are not reported for duty, bringing with 
him four days’ rations, if he has so much on hand; if not, bringing all 
that he has, with a full supply of ammunition. 

By command of Brig. Gen. H. E. Jackson, commanding: 

GAEI^ETT ANDEEWS, 

[5.1 Acting Assistant Adjutant^ General 


FKBDERiOKSBURa, August 17^ 1861, 

His Excellency Jefferson I)avis, 

President^ (&e,: 

Dear Sir : I have heretofore presumed to address you on subjects 
of grave importance to our glorious cause, and I hope I shall now be 
excused for a few suggestions which at this time seem to me to be 
l^roper and well-timed. Having been here in the vicinity of the Poto¬ 
mac for some days, I have heard it hinted (with what truth I do not 
know) that we are preparing an outfit for an expedition into Maryland 
at some point opposite or nearly opposite Aquia Creek, Mathias Point, 
or some point on the Lower Potomac, Now, sir, allow me to say that 
such an experiment, in my judgment, would be hazardous in the 
extreme. Suppose we should succeed in throwing 5,000 or 10,000 men 
(which is very doubtful) into Maryland by that route, what, then, would 
follow? I know that in that event we would count largely on assist¬ 
ance from the Marylanders themselves, but we must remember that 
they are divided, and that those who are with us are very far from 
being organized and armed in a manner to make themselves felt. Now, 
what would we do in such a strait as that? We could not return to 
our own shore, and if pressed by the enemy, as we would be, we would 
either have to fight until the last man was killed, or surrender, which 
would be as bad. But there is a way in which Maryland may be occu¬ 
pied at a very moderate expense of life, and that way is by the Upper 
Potomac. There the stream is narrow and there are no formidable 
difficulties. It may be approached by us almost anywhere, and if nec¬ 
essary we could even bridge it in a short time. But that would not be 
necessary, as we could establish a line of ferries for fifteen or twenty 
miles along its banks that would answer every purpose. The grand 
point is first to gain a foothold at some one place on the Maryland side 
and all the balance will soon follow. What of General Banks? He is 
a mere cobweb in our way. We can fight him if we choose, or we can 
let him alone if we choose, and still make our landing good on the 
Maryland side. If we decide to fight him we can choose our own way of 
doing it. We can either take him in the front, or rear, or flank, just as 
we may conclude to be best; but the main point is first to get onto 
Maryland soil. To do this successfully we must prepare the timbers 
for our ferries at a short distance from the river, within our lines, and 
haul them to the river and put them together. This caution is neces¬ 
sary to keep the enemy from knowing what is going on. In the mean¬ 
time it will be necessary to greatly extend our lines and forbid all 
citizens from entering them. At the same time it will be necessary to 
administer an oath to each one of our men and officers that they will 
not disclose to any one at all what is going on in our camps. This is 
the only way by which the enemy can be kept entirely ignorant of our 
movements. In the meantime we might make some slight demonstra¬ 
tions at some other point to deceive him and mask from him our real 
plans. Add to all of this a rapid increase of numbers and the greatest 
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vigilance and activity everywhere, and in six weeks^ time we will be 
prepared for offensive operations. 

With an additional apology, and with the further suggestion that we 
must he very cautious not to approach the Potomac until we are ready 
to put our timbers together, I have the honor to be, your obedient 
servant, 

[5.] J. MOOTGOMEEY PETEES. 


Headquarters Division Yiroinia Forces, 

Biclimond. August 17,1861. 

[Gen. E. E. Lee :] 

General : The command of Gamp Lee having been taken from me, 
and the other camps most seriously interfered with, so as that it is evi¬ 
dent that I am not recognized with the full rights of a commanding 
officer, I most respectfully desire that I may be relieved from the order 
placing me in command of the troops in and about Richmond and be 
directed to await orders either here or at Winchester or Staunton, 
The withdrawal of the troops at Camp Lee reduces the forces to a mere 
trifle, and I am sure I can do no good by remaining in charge. Colonel 
Dimmock could with perfect ease command the other camps in addition 
to his present troops. I have made application for relief to Governor 
Letcher, but he says he has parted with the power, and the Confeder¬ 
ate authorities have repudiated me altogether. I will thank you to let 
me have the order immediately. 

With respect, your obedient servant, 

TH. T. FAUOTLEEOY, 

Brigadier-General, Provisional Army of Virginia, Commanding. 

[5.] 


Headquarters, 

Valley Mountain, Augxist 17, 1861. 

General John B. Floyd, 

Gommandmg Army of Kanawha, Leioisbxirg, Va.: 

General: From reports received from General Wise and Colonel 
Tompkins, I am led to believe that the volunteer regiments under com¬ 
mand of the latter are peculiarly destitute of tents, clothing, equip¬ 
ments, &c. Should this be the case, I have to ask your attention 
to their condition and wants, and if possible, without detriment to the 
service, that they be provided before being again brought into the field. 
I would also suggest the propriety, should there be no overruling rea¬ 
son to the contrary, of allowing these regiments to serve together under 
the command of Colonel Tompkins. They were principally organized 
under the direction of Colonel Tompkins, and it may serve to promote 
their contentment and efficiency by retaining them under his command. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[5,] Commanding General. 


Special Orders, ) 
Ko. 253. ] 


Adjt. and Insp. General^s Office, 

Richmond, Va., August 17, 1861. 
# # * * 


V. The troop of Mississippi horse under Capt. W. T. Martin, now 
at Ashland, will march as soon as possible to Manassas and join the 
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Army of the Potomac. The quartermaster’s department will provide 
transportation for their baggage. 

******* 

By order: 

GEO. DEAS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Eiohmond, August 17j 1861, 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Commanding, &c,, Manassas: 

General: Tbe Secretary of War directs that your attention be 
called to the fact that no reports of the battle of Manassas have been 
forwarded to this office, and to state that before this it was contemplated 
that full reports would have been received respecting that engagement 
and its results. In consequence of the absence of such reports the 
Secretary is unable to meet the wishes of Congress, expressed in a 
resolution calling for all reports of the different engagements which 
have taken place since its adjournment at Montgomery. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. COOPER, 

[5.] Adjutant and I^ispector General, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamjg at Tyrees, August 17, 1861, 

Colonel McPherson: 

Sir : In reply to your dispatch, I beg to assure you that the force 
you propose to send against the enemy from your regiment will be most 
acceptable. Bring them forward with all speed. The information 
received to-day, if reliable, is that the enemy are advancing in large 
numbers and are about twelve miles in advance of us, so promptness on 
your part is very important, as not much time can elapse before an 
engagement. 

Yery respectfully, your friend, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of the Kanatcha, 


Richmond, August 19,1861, 

General R. 0. Gatlin, 

'Wilmington, N, C,: 

You have been appointed a brigadier-general of Provisional Army 
in the 0, S. service. Your appointment will be forwarded by mail. 
You will immediately assume command of all the Korth Carolina forces 
on the coast of that State. 

S. COOPER, 

[4.] Adjutant and Inspector General 


L. P. Walker: 


Kew Orleans, August 19,1861, 


Please send somewhere the Second Regiment of what was the Polish 
Brigade. They are depredating on the citizens, burning houses, &c. 

D. E. TWIGGS. 


[5.] 
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AuarsT 19,1861. 

His Excellency President Dayis : 

Sik: I have called, on behalf of several gentlemen from the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia, to hand you the accompanying memorial, and to ask 
you to be good enough to indicate an early day when they may receive 
your reply. It being after office hours I hand the memorial to the 
doorkeeper with this note, and will do myself the honor of calling again 
to-morrow. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

WILLIAM T. JOY^^ES. 


[Inclosurp.] 

Richmond, Augmt 10, isci. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States : 

Mr. President : The undersized, commissioners from the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia, a-ware of the imminent danger ■which threatens that 
exposed but loyal people, and deeply convinced ot the great importance, 
not only to their own interests and safety, but also to the interests and 
honor of the Confederate Government, of defending that i)eninsula, 
contiguous as it is to several large and populous counties of Maryland, 
a majority of whose inhabitants are loyal to the Southern cause, and 
commanding the outlet of the waters of the Chesapeake, besides pos¬ 
sessing a large and important trade and great domestic wealth, do 
most respectfully but urgently ask the attention of Your Excellency to 
the following memorial, which we are commissioned by our people to pre¬ 
sent to Your Excellency: , . 

The people of that peninsula, isolated from their fellow-citizens, are 
without military organization, in great measure without arms or any 
means of defense against an enemy, who from the waters of the Chesa¬ 
peake, commanded by the blockading force at Fort Monroe, constau'tly 
threatens their shores, and who has already twice essayed invasion by 
an armed fleet, each time inflicting damage and threatening the lives 
and property of the people, and it is greatly feared, especially since 
they have been excluded by General Magruder from the greyer portion 
of the western peninsula, that that peninsula (the Eastern Shore) may 
be made the source of the enemy’s supplies, and by a force, it may be, 
marching down through Eastern Maryland, and overawing those coun¬ 
ties of that State, be at least occupied as winter quarters, it not per¬ 
manently possessed by the enemy, who cannot fail to be aware ot the 
great importance of the position; while, on the other hand, it is believed 
that if it could be even for a time successfully def^ded these popu¬ 
lous and, to us, loyal conuties of Maryland would turnish soldiers by 
hundreds flocking to our standard there, and would welcome our arms 
as the means of their own liberation. 

Your petitioners further represent that exposed as they are, along 
the whole line of their coast, to attack at any mom^tj the people ot 
these counties hesitate to volunteer unless they can Mive assurance of 
sympathy and aid from their Government, and an officer to command 
them whose military experience should give 
organization to their otherwise undisciplined troops; ^°t ^ 

^Yithout any doubt, by your petitioners, that should such an officer be 
assignedytheir command, a brigade of at least two regiments oi vol¬ 
unteers could be immediately organized in that ‘ nd 

partial supply of arms is already in the possession of the people, and 
it is hoped Governor Letcher may be enabled to increase the numb r. 

16 E B—VOL LI, FT II 
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Ordnance and ammunition in abundance have been either furnished 
already or promised them by the Government, and it only requires that 
a proper officer should be assigned to take command of operations and 
organize at once a system of discipline and defense. Such an officer 
your petitioners, in view of the importance of the interests to be either 
lost or defended, earnestly ask Your Excellency to assign to the defense 
of that peninsula, and in view of the difficulty of communication and 
the danger of delay we ask Your Excellency's attention at once to our 
petition and an early reply. Beyond this, and besides the volunteer 
officers which the peninsula would itself be able to furnish, there would 
be needed a captain of artillery for a light battery already on the 
Eastern Shore, and for instructor in the use of heavy pieces to be 
mounted in battery at assailable points, and an engineer officer for the 
erection of the necessary works of defense, &c. Both of these your 
petitioners are happy to believe they are able to designate to Your 
Excellency; both natives of the Eastern Shore itself, and anxious to 
aid in its defense; both of unquestionable qualifications, and neither 
now in the ser\dce, though both anxious to enter it. The names of 
these gentlemen, with the evidences of their fitness, will be presented 
to Your Excellency at once, provided Your Excellency will appoint to 
the general command such an officer as could organize our defense, 
without whom, indeed, neither of these gentlemen would accept this 
service, and our own unaided resistance would be utterly in vain. 

Hoping that Your Excellency will, in view of the importance of this 
matter and the difficulty of intercommunication, permit us to receive 
your answer here and at the earliest day, we remain, Your Excellency’s 
obedient servants, 

E. B. WINDEE, 

€apt. and Assistant Quartermaster of Thirty-ninth Virginia Begt, 

JOHlSr E. EEAD, 

Z. L. 0. WILLIS, 

[4.] Second LieiitenantSj Thirty-ninth Virginia Regiment, 


Special Orders, \ Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

1^0. 255, J Richmond^ 7a., August 19^ 1861, 

« « # # ^ # # 

Y. The Vicksburg Confederates, Oapt. E. C. Green, from Mississippi, 
as soon as they have received their arms and are equipped for the field 
will proceed to Manassas and join the Mississippi battalion under Lieut. 
Ool. W. L. Brandon. 

By order: 

GEO. DEAS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

l^'o, 129. J August 20^ 1861, 

****##» 
XYIII. Brigadier-General Holmes, commanding the Eredericksburg 
District, will order Colonel Semmes’ Second Georgia Eegiment to pro¬ 
ceed to Manassas, Ya., and join the brigade of General Toombs, of 
which it forms a part. 
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XIX. Col. W. J. Clarke’s Eonrteentli [Twenty-fourth] Eegiment 
North Carolina Volunteers will proceed on to-morrow to Staunton, Ya., 
and thence to join General E. E. Lee, near Huntersville. 

XX. Col. Janies Cantey’s Fifteenth Eegiment Alabama Volunteers 
■Will proc66d to ManassaSj Va.j on tlio 226. instant and report for duty 
to General Johnston, commanding. 

XXI. Colonel ^/V^ard^s Second Regiment Florida Volunteers will pro¬ 
ceed to Yorktown, Va., and report for duty to General Magruder, 
commanding. 

***#*## 

By command of tlie Secretary of War: 

^ ^ JXO. WITHERS, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


Hbadquaeters Army of the Kakawha, 

Camp Wise. August J90,1861. 

Maj. Gen. R. E. Lee: 

Sir : The regiments you speak of are undoubtedly illy provided in 
clothing and tents. Shoes I understand they have. I "have not the 
slightest doubt of their being in better condition every way for the field 
than they were when making the campaign to and from the Kanawha 
Valley under General Wise. These regiments are composed of men 
from the region whither we are going, and they are extremely anxious 
to move forward; indeed hundreds of them refused to join in the retreat, 
and remained behind to defend their homes. A very considerable num¬ 
ber of these men are ready for service, and for the kind of service to be 
demanded of them will prove to be invaluable troops. Added to this, 
the exigencies of the service demand, in my judgment, that these regi¬ 
ments be moved at once to the field, and I have so ordered peremptorily 
twice, and before I received yours of the 17th. I hope you approve of my 
course under the circumstances. We are advancing toward the enemy, 
who are said to be within eighteen miles of us. I am unable to form 
any satisfactory opinion of their numbers. I now suppose their purpose 
to be to carry out General Rosecrans’ orders to march upon Lewisburg. 
I think we can prevent it. 

With the highest respect, I am, your obedient servant, 

JOHK B, FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha. 


General, Orders, \ Hdqrs. Army of the Kanawha, 

Ko. 13. ) Camp Breston^ August 20^ 1861. 

The Forty-fifth and Fiftieth [Virginia] Regiments, under command 
of Colonels Henry Heth and A. W. Reynolds, respectively, will leave 
this camp to-morrow at 4 a. m., and proceed in the direction of Gauley 
Bridge. The quartermaster of each regiment will have ready all the 
transportation under his command. The commissary of each regiment 
will furnish for the march all the provisions on hand. The same order 
is given the two squadrons of horse under command of Maj. F. A. Rey¬ 
nolds, and to the quartermaster and commissary of the same. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: 

^ WM. E. PETERS, 

[5.] Assistarit Adjutant-General^ FloyWs Brigade, 



244 MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. Lxni. 

Pickett’s, August 20 ^ [1861]—2 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. J. B, Peg yd : 

SiE: The enemy have i,500 men stationed between Carnilix Ferry 
and The Meadows. Two hundred have crossed on this side, but 
whether more have crossed 1 cannot ascertain. My information is up 
to yesterday morning. My scouts have just returned from both the 
Saturday and Sunday roads, and have been nearly to their junction, 
which is not more than two miles from the feiry. It will be advisable 
to leave a force at both roads. A company of cavalry and a company 
of infantry will be amply sufficient to keep any force in check upon 
those roads if deployed as skirmishers through the woods. The roads 
are very narrow and easily obstructed. Cavalry can be spared easily 
for that purpose, as they are not of much value in these mountains. I 
would advise that the cavalry companies you intend to bring on to this 
point be those armed with sabers, as well as other arms. We may 
have to charge their guns, and cavalry without sabers for that purpose 
wmuld be of little avail. Kone of my cavalry have sabers excepting 
Captain Pate’s company, of which I have about twenty-eight men. I 
ascertained that the enemy stationed at Likens’ Mill have a piece of 
artillery stationed in the road. I have carefully examined the country 
with a view of getting to the rear, but find it impracticable with my 
present force without great loss. I shall hold my present position by 
passing over the bridge at this place if attacked and taking up the 
flooring. I write more particularly at this moment to caution you 
about the Saturday and Sunday roads. 

Eespectfiilly, 

ST. GEO. OROGHAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel First Cavalry, 

You need have no apprehension about Chestnutburg road, as the 
bridge was destroyed by the enemy and the road so obstructed that 
they cannot pass without great difficulty and no little time expended 
in removing the obstructions; besides, I have a strong picket upon 
that road. 

[5.] 


Eichmond, Audtist 21 , 1861 . 

General Chaeles Clark, 

• Union City, Temi.: 

You will proceed to Eichmond and await orders here. 

L. P. WALKEE. 
[5,] 


Camp Shady Speing, 

August 21 ^ 1861 , 

Maj. Gen. Robert E. Lee, 

Commanding-in- Chief: 

Sir: Having been assigned to special service by General H. A. Wise 
to direct the operations of a body of militia, partly from my own bri¬ 
gade and partly from General Chapman’s, with Oaskie’s Troop Rangers, 
in the loop of jTew River, embracing all of Raleigh County and part of 
Fayette County, I have formed a camp of instruction at this place, nine 
miles south of Raleigh Court-House, and have now a force of about 
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250 men from Fayette and Ealeigh Counties, besides Caskie’s Bangers, 
numbering forty-one. While awaiting re-enforcements from Monroe, 
Giles, and Mercer Counties in General Chapman’s brigade, understand¬ 
ing there were four companies of volunteers newly organized and offi¬ 
cered in the county of Mercer in the vicinity of Princeton, viz, two 
companies of cavalry, under Capts. FTapoleon B. French and William 
Henderson French, and two companies of infantry under Capts. Jolm 
Peck and John Dunlap, I repaired there with Doctor Stites. niy acting 
surgeon, for the purpose of mustering them into my Thirty lifth Piegb 
meut and consolidating and preparing them for tlie field in"my camp'ot 
instruction without delay. These captains refused to be mustered into 
service, and the militia of Mercer having been called out by General 
Chapman’s order at the same time, they and their men refused to march 
with the militia, disobeying the order of the colonel of the militia regi¬ 
ment to that effect. I am also informed that there is a company ot 
infantry fully organized under Capt. William P. Cecil and two more 
companies now forming in the county of Tazewell and one forming in 
Giles County. General, I ask that you will send mo explicit and posi¬ 
tive orders for these several companies to repair without delay to my 
camp of instruction and be mustered into service. These companies are 
without good drill masters, and will require a good deal of attention to fit 
them for the field, even with the advantages and facilities of a camp of 
instruction, and the public service, in my opinion, demands that these 
companies be promptly mustered in the service. As soon as I am re¬ 
enforced by the militia from Monroe, Giles, and Mercer Counties, which 
by a dispatch from General Chapman will take place in a few days, I 
will advance toward Fayette Court-House and Cotton Hill, scouting, 
watching closely, and harassing the enemy, and co-operating, as far as 
the mature of my force will admit, with Generals Floyd and Wise. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

ALFEED BECKLEY, 

Brigadier-General, and Colonel Thirty-fifth Regiment Tolunteers, 


[Indoi’flement.] 

Headquarters, 

Valley Moimtain^ August 1861. 

" Hespectfully referred to General J. B. Floyd, commanding Army of 
Kanawha, with copy of reply, who is desired to give such orders as may 
be necessary in the case. 

E. E. LEE, 

[ 5.1 Genera /, Commandimj. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 130. ) Richmond^ August 1861. 

##*#*** 

XII. The undermentioned brigadier-generals of the Provisional 
Army of the Confederate States are assigned to duty as follows, viz: 
First, Brig. Gens. Isaac E. Trimble and George B. Crittenden will pro¬ 
ceed to Manassas, Ya., and report to General J. E. Johnston, com¬ 
manding the Army of the Potomac; second. Brig. Gen. Eoswell S. 
liipley will assume command of the Department ot South Carolina and 
the Coast Defenses of that State; third. Brig. Gens. Daniel Engles 
and E. H. Anderson will proceed to Pensacola, Fla., and report to Gen¬ 
eral Bragg, commanding; fourth, Brig. Gen. Eichard C. 
assume command of the Department of North Carolina and the Coast 



246 


MD., E. K. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. LXUT. 


Defenses of that State; fifth, Brig. Gen, John B. Grayson will proceed 
to Florida and assume command of the Department of Middle and 
Eastern Florida and the Coast Defenses of the same. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JIsTO. WITHERS, 

[4 and 5/ Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 
YorMown^ August 21^ 1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-General G. 8. Army, Richmond: 

Sir: 1 beg to report that the supply of quinine at this post is about 
exhausted, and it is absolutely necessary that a supply should be fur¬ 
nished, as the amount of sickness is frightful. Eepeated requisitions 
have been made for this article, so necessary in this climate, I am 
obliged to send the Zouave Battalion to Williamsburg, and the Fifth 
North Carolina Eegiment is scattered through the lower part of Glou¬ 
cester, with the exception of 190 fit for duty of 1,150 strong. I am 
informed by the surgeons that there is no quinine in the Zouave Bat¬ 
talion, and none to give them. I inclose advertisement showing that 
100 ounces are advertised for sale in Eichmond, and understand that 
10,000 ounces can be bouglit in New Orleans. Doctor Southgate tele¬ 
graphed for 100 ounces for the use of this post, but received no answer. 
There has been one continual complaint to me from surgeons of the 
want of a due supply of the medicines necessary to this climate. I 
send Dr, P. E. Hines, chief surgeon of the hospital, to Eichmond in the 
hope that his personal representations may produce some effect upon 
the medical department, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

[4.] Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Eichmond, Azigust 22,1861. 

General Twioo-s, 

2s ew Orleans, La.: 

Order Second Eegiment (called Polish) to this place. Put them tem¬ 
porarily under the command of some officer who can control them en 
route. 

[5.] L. P. WALKER. 


Lewisbitrg, Va., August 22, 1861. 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States: 

Dear Sir : It was my purpose, as it would have been my pleasure, 
to have done myself the honor of calling on you on a late business trip 
to Eichmond, through the personal introduction proposed by Mr. Will¬ 
iam H. Macfarland. Official engagements on his part interposed at the 
appointed time, hence the omission to do so. I make no doubt your 
time is overtaxed with many unknown correspondents, and it is with 
diffidence and becoming reluctance that I presume to address you. 
Providence has so far so auspiciously given success to Southern arms 
drawn for Southern defense against invasion by a foreign and hated 
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foe, and for indepeudence of, and separation from, oppression, tliat the 
nope and solicitude is that similar auspices may still attend the efforts. 
^ is, however, greatly to be feared that the forces under Generals 
Floyd and Wise, diminished considerably by sickness and physical 
exhaustion, may be inadequate to the objects committed to them. They 
have marched west of this some forty to fifty miles, but the falling back 
of General Wise some weeks past has been availed of by the enemy to 
advance to and occupy the positions of strength afforded about the 
junction of the Kew and Gauley Rivers, commonly known as Gauley 
Bridge and Cliffs. The facility of invasion by the enemy beyond the 
Ohio afforded by the Kanawha River, now swollen by frequent rains, 
is not, perhaps, duly impressed. This channel also enables them to 
transport easily to the head of navigation supplies, equipments, and 
munitions, and to what extent they have done so we are comparatively 
ignorant. Occasionally intelligence is obtained from their rear by some 
one leaving the Kanawha Valley, crossing out by Coal through Fayette 
and Raleigh, and bringing information to this place. We learn their 
force is larger than ours; that they have steam-boats above Charleston 
and over 200 wagons and teams. Does not this indicate a purpose, if 
not successfully resisted, to force a crossing over the intervening [mj? 
Could our generals (Floyd, Wise, and Henningsen) have adequate re¬ 
enforcements of fresh troops to the extent of two or three regiments 
hastened up the Central Railroad, they could make certainty doubly 
sure in not only holding their advanced position, but advancing and 
expelling the enemy, and perhaiDS capturing valuable munitions and pro¬ 
visions. If the enemy could be once sent over the Ohio I hardly think 
a reorganization would be effected for a return to the Kanawha. Of 
the vast column of Southern troops passing east over the Virginia and 
Tennessee Railroad, could a regiment or two be dispatched from the 
most available point at or beyond Wytheville and pass through Taze¬ 
well, McDowell, Logan, and down either the Guyandotte or Coal Rivers, 
their approach would cause a perceptible retirement of all the enemy 
as far north as Petersburg. This is a demonstration that has seemed 
so efficient that many, very many, have been expecting it to be made, 
to the great consternation of the enemy. For if they did not retreat on 
such an approach in their rear, a capture of the whole, boats, wagons, 
teams, &c., might be the result. The whole country from the Virginia 
and Tennessee Railroad to the Kanawha Valley is sound and loyal to 
Virginia and to the South, and a large militia auxiliary on the way. It 
would prove so sad a disaster for this Central Western Virginia column 
to have to retire a second time and expose new territory, the Virginia 
Springs and Central Railroad, accessible to the enemy, that we hope it 
may be speedily guarded against. As I, a stranger, have unauthor- 
izedly obtruded these thoughts upon your attention, I must justify the 
sincerity of purpose and conviction of judgment by reference to gentle¬ 
men who I have the honor to claim as acquaintances: William H. Mac- 
farland, James Kaskie, esq., Jeremiah Morton, Hon. W. O. Rives, Hon. 
0. M. Conrad, and the merchants and bankers of Richmond. 

Most respectfully, yours, 

, THOMAS MATHEWS. 

P-J _ 

Richmond, Augmt 22^ 1861. 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Mmiassas ; 

The President directs that Col. W. W. Gordon’s Twenty-seventh Vir¬ 
ginia Regiment be sent immediately, under Lieut. Col. John Echols, to 
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Le^visbarg, there to recruit and join General J. B. Floyd’s command 
near that place. Its withdrawal from your command will be replaced 
by a regiment from this quarter. 

8. OOOPEE, 

[5.J Adjutant and InupeGtor General. 


HEADQUARTEES AEMY OP THE Kanawha, 

Gamp Gauley, near Simmersville, August S3, 1861, 
Maj, Gen. E. E. Lee: 

SiE: I have been able to cross the Gauley Eiver and take post on the 
bluffs above the right bank. The forces in this neighborhood of the 
enemy having marched rapidly to the mouth of the river for the pur¬ 
pose of meeting a confidently expected attack from our i)eople at Gauley 
Bridge, left this strong position undefended. Immediately upon hear¬ 
ing this I turned, and by a rapid night march was enabled to reach and 
cross the river and take position where I now am. The communication 
now between General Cox in the Kanawha Valley and the forces before 
you is completely cut off, and I will be able very shortly, I think, to 
move upon General Cox, when my remaining regiment and those of 
Colonels Tompkins and McCausland shall reach me. I wish you would 
send me, from some point not too far, for instance Kewbern or Dublin 
Depot, three full well-appointed regiments to supply the place of Gen¬ 
eral Wise’s legion, which you would call to your own standard and 
make, no doubt, extremely useful and efQcient. If I had this force I 
could quickly drive out General Cox with his present force from Kana¬ 
wha or could move northward from this point to co-operate as you might 
direct with your own force against the flank or rear of the forces before 
you. I know nothing whatever of the position of yourself or the 
enemy in your front. I would be glad of any intimation from you in 
the manner in which any action of our people here could benefit your 
command. I think our position here and the movement of the militia 
west of Kanawha will force General Cox to abandon his present position 
in a short time, if not to retreat entirely from the valley. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOBN B. FLOYD, 

[®’] Brigadier-General, 0. B. Army. 


„ T T. -rn- Eichmond, Va., August 33, 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walkbe, ^ ^ j > 

Secretary of War: 

SiE: For your* information I inclose herewith a letter* addressed to 
me by the agent employed in removing locomotives, cars, &c., from the 
Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad to the Manassas Gap Eailroad. I recom¬ 
mend that the railroad iron, telegraph wire, &c., be brought to Win¬ 
chester for safe-keeping. The iron can be most usefully employed in 
connecting Winchester with the Manassas Gap Eailroad. The wire is 
required m many parts of the country. An engineer should be desig¬ 
nated to survey the route, and authority be given for iron and other 
materials taken from the Baltimore and Ohio Bailroad for the construc¬ 
tion of the road froiu Winchester to Manassas Gap Eailroad. The 
transportation of railroad iron from Martiusburg to Winchester by 
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horses will cost too much. Military protection should be given to the 
working party referred to. The militia at Winchester may be detailed 
for the purpose. 

A. 0. MYEES, 

[5.] Acting Quartermaster-General. 


Eichmond, Aug^ist 23. 1861. 

Maj. H. L. Olay, 

Lynchburg^ Ya.: 

Eeport by telegraph what Miswsissippi regiments are at Lynchburg 
’and whether the two from luka or Corinth have arrived. It is under¬ 
stood that Col. D. E, EusselPs regiment, which is one of the regiments 
referred to, is at Lynchburg. It is wanted to know if any companies 
of the other regiment have arrived. 

S. GOOPEE, 

[5.] Adjxitant and Ins;pector General. 


General Johnston, 

Manassas: 


Eichmond, Aiigust 23,1861. 


The President directs that you suspend action on the dispatch sent 
you yesterday relative to W. W. Gordon’s Twenty-seventh Virginia 
Eegiinent until further advised. 


[5.J 


S. OOOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 132. ) Richmond, August 23,1861. 

# # # # # # # 

XII. Brigadier-General Carson will give orders to the Hampshire 
militia, serving with his command near Winchester, to hold themselves 
in readiness to co-operate with Col. Angus McDonald, who is acting 
under special instructions in that section of the State. Colonel McDon¬ 
ald will make timely requisition for their services, and will make such 
disposition of them as his judgment shall dictate. 

# # # * # # # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Qauley, near Garnifix Ferry, August 23,186R 

Ool. G. 0 . Wharton: 

Sir: I am instructed by General Floyd to urge you to come on with 
all speed. He has needed your regiment for some time, but never so 
much as at present. He is here on the north side of Gauley with only 
his own people, and all help is very grudgingly rendered him. Do not 
wait to change your guns. You cannot have a more effective weapon 
than the musket, even with flint-locks. This is the opinion of General 
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li'loyd, whicli I give as his. The character of the country is such as to 
greatly impair the advantage of guns of long range. Our lighting here 
will be in the bushes and from trees. For this no weapon is better than 
the musket, as either balls or buckshot may be used. Then come with¬ 
out a moment’s delay. Our position is such that with the addition of 
your regiment General Floyd thinks that he can push his offensive action 
to any extent. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: 

WILLIAM E. PETEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General^ Floydh Brigade. 


Headquartees Aemy op the Kanawha, 

Cam{p Gauley, near Garnifix Ferry, Atigust 23, 1861, 

Brig. Gen. A. A. Chapman : 

Dear Sir: Your favor of the 20th instant, informing me of the 
embodiment of the militia of the counties of Monroe, Giles, and Mercer, 
and the movement of a portion of his force, has been received. I am, 
more than I can express, gratified at this intelligence. Your movement 
is very opportune, happening at the point of time when it was most to be 
desired and when the most valuable results may be expected from it. 
I have been within the last few days in hot pursuit of the enemy, with 
my scouts in daily skirmish with theirs, and invariably victorious. 
They made a stand on the Hawk’s Kest. I halted my column within 
three miles of them, threatening an attack of their position to be made 
the next morning. Persuaded that this- attack would be made, they 
withdrew their entire force from Summersville and this vicinity, and 
concentrated it at and about Gauley Bridge. Anticipating this move 
I withdrew my force and by a night march reached Oarnifix Ferry, 
crossed, and am now in i)ossession of the bluff's on the north side of the 
stream. The force of the enemy at Gauley and those operating against 
General Lee have been thus separated, cut in two, and their communica¬ 
tion with each other entirely cut ofT. I have given you the outline of 
my movements that you may be able the better to judge of the impor¬ 
tance, and of the move which you have made and of the advantage to 
result therefrom. Then collect youi* force at once and push on to some 
point on the Kanawha Eiver, either at or below the falls, as your judg¬ 
ment may suggest. I will meet you there with my command on this 
side of the river, when we will push forward our action as circumstances 
may suggest. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Forces, dbc, 

P. S.—The Greenbrier regiments have not joined me. In accordance 
with my request they met twice, but as often disbanded without 
reporting. 

[5.] 


Headqtjaetees Aemy op xhb Kanawha, 

Gamp Gauley, Nicholas Oowity, August 24,1861. 
General A. A. Chapman : 

My Dbae Sie: This will be handed to you by my aide and friend, 
Colonel Jenkins, who is on his way to the counties toward the Ohio, 
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west of Kanawlia, for the puri)ose of urging the people to make head 
against the invaders and co operate with me against them. He will 
co-operate cheerfully with you in your plans already stated to me in 
your letters of the 17th and 20th. Colonel Jenkins is a man of high 
ability and decided military talent, who deserves fully your confidence 
as lie enjoys mine. He is possessed of my views and plans andean 
explain them to you, and when he has you will see how important your 
movement will be to my success against the enemy this side the 
Kanawha. If you can promptly occupy Fayette Court-House or some 
good position on the Kanawha River I feel confident the enemy can be 
soon expelled from the valley of Kanawha and a feeling of security 
again given to our country. 

Very truly, your friend, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha. 


Headquarters Coast Defenses, 
Wilmingt07i. K. 0., A^ignst 26,1861. 
General S. Cooper, ' 

Adjutant-General^ Richmond: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Special 
Orders, No. 130, dated Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, August 
21, 1861, and to report that in accordance with your telegram of the 
19th instant I assumed command of the troops on the coast of North 
Carolina on the 20th instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. 0. GATLIN, 

[4. ] Brigadier- General. 


Richmond, August 26,1861. 

A, T. Bledsoe, Esq., 

War Bejgartment: 

Dear Sir: I write a few lines to say what I intended to say in per¬ 
son, but have been prevented from so doing by constant occupation 
and by the fear of trespassing on your time. On my way hither and 
since my arrival I have heard that reports very injurious to General 
Magruder were rife in this community, and that he is currently repre¬ 
sented as being very dissipated. As these statements do him great 
injury, not only with the public, but must impair his standing at the 
Department, I deem it but justice to contradict them, and now do, most 
positively and upon my own personal knowledge. General Maunder, 
since his appointment as a brigadier-general, has not used intoxicating 
liquors of any sort, and has been as rigid a temperance man as Father 
Mathew himself. I address this note to you, not in your official 
capacity, but because you have it in your power to remove any injuri¬ 
ous impression about the general, should any exist in high quarters. 
I hope that your duties in the War Office will not dry up your literary 
tastes. I was studying the Tlieodicy most carefully, with a view to 
swap a few ideas about it, when this necessary but infernal war took 
me fi?om my books, my home, and everything that I love, to swelter in 
the pestilent marshes of the Peninsula, 

Tours, very truly. 


[^] 


G. W. RANDOLPH. 
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Was Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond, August 26,1861. 

Hon. John Tyler, Congress: 

Sir : Tour letter of this date* in relation to the impressment of slave 
labor on the Peninsula has just been received, and I proceed at once to 
express the opinion of this Department on the subject. In times of 
war the necessities of the public service often demand departures from 
the ordinary rules of administration, and the cases you suggest can be 
justified only by such necessities. Of this the generals in command 
must, ex necessitate rei,'b& the sole judges in the first instance, and I 
should therefore exercise this power with caution and discretion; but, 
however urgent and obvious the necessity, the power should be exer¬ 
cised only in subordination to the ultimate rights of owners, and, there¬ 
fore, certificates should in all cases be given to the owners, not only for 
the return of the negroes, but for reasonable hire. The Department 
will embody these suggestions in an official communication to the 
commanding generals in the Peninsula, where the impressments referred 
to seem to have been made. 

With high regard, &c.. L. P. WALKER, 

[4.] Secretary of War. 

White Sulphur Springs, August 26,1861. 

Hon. Jepf. Davis, 

President Southern Confederacy: 

Permit an individual unknown to you, who is just returning from 
Wise’s headquarters, at Sunday road, forty-six nailes west of Lewis- 
burg, to make a few suggestions_“for the good of the cause.” I know 
that I do this at the risk of sharing the fate of the poor wise man who 
saved the city and yet received no credit for it, and if I do I care not. 
And first, I would say (knowing what I am talking about) that the 
Kanawha Valley is too little to hold two generals, and that, moreover, 
there is no cordial co-operation between the generals. I would say, 
moreover, that those who are to do the fighting and the people through 
the country have not such confidence in the qualifications of the gen¬ 
erals as will cause them to flock to their standard and remain and fight 
with spirit. Second. If Johnston or Lee were sent to supersede Wise 
and Floyd both, there would be an entire change in the aspect of affairs. 

I need not say more, a word to the wise being sufficient.” Third. If Lee 
and Johnston, being in command west of the Alleghany, should have 
leave to draw on Beauregard for, say, 60,000 men, if necessary, it seems 
to me and others that W^estern Virginia could be cleared out by the 
time your forty days run out. I refer you to Judge Orump, Mr. McOon- 
nel, and Rev. M. D. Hoge, D. D., if you should think it worth the 
trouble to ask them whether or not I am apt to know what I am talking 
about. - ^ 

Very respectfully, JKO. B. I. LOGAK, 

I®’] Of Salem, RoanoJce County, Va. 


Headquarters Army op 
General A, A. Chapman : 


THE KLanawha, 
August 26,1861. 


Sir : In reply to your favor of the 20th instant I wrote you the letter 
which accoiu]>a nies this and sent it by a special messeng’er.t The mes- 

* Seo Vol. IV, p. 636. t See August 23, p. 250. 
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senger was not dispatcliecl on the 23d. He, of course, did not have time 
before tbe date (24tli) of your last. My communication 
will give you my views of the importance of your movement in embody- 
mg the militia and of the point on the Kanawha where they had better 
be collected. However, your action in the latter.particular must be 
determined somewhat by circumstances, keeping in view as the ultima¬ 
tum the union of my command and yours on the Kanawha. I ascer¬ 
tained late yesterday evening that the command of Tyler had taken 
Xiosition within three miles of me here. I determined immediately to 
engage him. I accordingly put my forces in motion about 5 o’clock this 
morning, met the enemy, completely routed and pursued them seven 
miles. My own loss was very inconsiderable~-5 or 6 wounded and 3 
killed. The loss of the enemy was 7. As far as at present ascertained 
38 were captured. The number of their killed and wounded I have 
not been able to ascertain with certainty. The enemy are dispersed 
throughout the mountains for miles around the scene of action. I have 
sent scouting parties in pursuit of them, who will doubtless pick up a 
considerable number. I have within the last two or three days had no 
reliable information from Gauley Bridge. This victory is the more sig¬ 
nificant inasmuch as the command of Tyler was composed of what are 
reported to be the best troops which the enemy have in the west or 
northwest. They were certainly their brag men. The command of G en- 
eral Cox when last heard from was there and in vicinity. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-Ge^ieralj Commanding Army of the Kanaioha, 


Headquarters, 

Talley Mountain, August ^6, 1S6L 

General John B. Floyd, 

Comdg, Army of Kanawha, Gamj) Gauley, near Summersville, 7h-. : 

General: I have just received your letter of the 22d instant, and 
am much gratified to learn of your prompt movement upon Summers- 
ville and the occupation of the right bank of Gauley. I hoiie you will 
be able to cut the communication between Generals Oox and Bosecrans. 
A threatened movement toward Suttonsville or the railroad at West 
Union would relieve your front and hold back re-enforcements from 
Tygarths Valley, where they are now drawing them. You must not, 
however, lose sight of the route through Lewisburg or jeopardize the 
railroad communication within reach of that point. The only re-en- 
forcement now disposable is the Fourteenth Borth Carolina Volunteers, 
Colonel Clarke, intended for this column, but ordered to Lewisburg 
to report to you. This regiment, with your reserved regiments and 
those of Tompkins and McCausland, added to your present force, I 
hope will be sufficient for your proposed movement. Should you be 
able to drive back General Cox and leave a sufficient force in his front 
to hold him in check, a rapid movement northward, cutting the Park¬ 
ersburg railroad at a vital and most convenient point, would materially 
lighten the operations of this column. At present with apart of its 
force it holds the head of Tygart’s Valley; with another part the State 
road to Staunton. General Loring, commanding the whole force of 
the Northwest Army, has his headquarters at this camp. General H. E. 
Jackson holds his command where the Greenbrier crosses the Staunton 
road. The force of the enemy opposing this column of the Northwest 
Army is intrenched on the road passing from Huttonsville through this 
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camp to Huntersville, this side of where the turnpike branches to Staun¬ 
ton. The force opposing General Jackson’s brigade is intrenched at 
Cheat Mountain Pass. An intermediate force of the enemy supports 
each of these intrenchments, with reserves at Huttonsville and Beverly. 
You will be able no\y to understand the relative position of the oppos¬ 
ing armies, and to regulate your movements accordingly. The inces¬ 
sant rains and constant travel has rendered the road to Huntersville so 
difficult as to retard the advance of troops and supplies. A few clear 
days, if they ever come in these mountains, will remedy this evilj but 
as it has rained nearly every day since the advance to this position and 
is still threatening I do not know whether they can be calculated on. 

I am, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 

[5.] General, Commanding, 


Richmond, August 26,1861, 

Maj. M. G. Hahman, 

8ta%inton, Va,: 

The Fourteenth Korth Carolina Regiment was by direction of the 
President sent to General J. B. Floyd’s command. It was a case of 
necessity, and its destination is not to be changed. 

S. COOPER, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Headquaetebs Abmy op the Kanawha, 

Gamp Gauley, Nicholas County, August 26, 1861, 
Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise: 

SiB: The forces under General Tyler, which formerly held Summers- 
villo and this region of country, made their appearance in this vicinity 
last evening. I determined to fight them, and did so this morning at 
6 o’clock. We beat and dispersed the whole force entirely, and have 
captured a good many prisoners, the exact number not known. I sup¬ 
pose this will give me a little repose for a day or so. You will not, 
therefore, send your regiment to support me as heretofore requested, 
but hold your position for the present aggressively toward the mouth 
of Gauley as you judge best. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[5,] Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of the Kanawha, 


Special Obdbbs, \ Adjt. and Insp. Genebal’s Office, 

No, 134. ) Richmond, August 26, 186L 

III. Capt. Anderson Merchant, corps of artillery, will immediately 
proceed to Lewisburg, Ya., and report for duty to General Floyd as 
chief of artillery and ordnance for his command. 

* * * # # # * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[5.J Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Wilmington^ August 26^ 1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant- Genera /, Richmond: 

General : Col. S. L. Fremont, First Kegiment Artillery North Caro¬ 
lina Militia, has, by direction of Governor Clark, reported to me for duty. 
It is desirable to have his services as chief engineer of the defenses 
of the Cape Fear and the neighboring coast, and I respectfully request 
authority to muster him into the service of the Confederate States with 
that view. These defenses have been too long neglected; no time 
should be lost in resuming the works. Please reply by telegraph. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[4.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Eiohmond, August 27^ 1861. 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Commanding^ Manassas^ Ya.: 

General : Lieut. Col. John Echols’ letter of August 16,1861, in rela¬ 
tion to his regiment, has been submitted to the President, who desires 
that you be informed that under the information received that the regi¬ 
ment had been chiefly raised on the southern borders of Western Vir¬ 
ginia, he is desirous that, on account of its reduced state and from other 
urgent reasons, it should be sent to Lewisburg to be recruited, after 
which it will join the command of General J. B. Floyd, opei*ating in 
that quarter. If there is no sufficient reason to the contrary, he desires 
this should yet be done, although he is reluctant to separate it from 
General T. J. Jackson’s brigade, if that officer is particularly anxious 
to retain it. 

I am, sir, respectfully, . E. H. CHILTON, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Manassas, Ya., August 27 ^ 1861 . 

Capt. E. P. Alexander : 

(Care of Major Gorgas, Eichmond, Ya.) 

Captain: I desire that you should call upon the President, with 
Major Gorgas, to represent to him that I have but thirty-five pieces of 
light artillery for thirty-five regiments of infantry, or one piece per 
regiment. Should we not be able to have additional light batteries, 
we must then supply their iilaces with rocket batteries for the purpose 
of frightening the untamed horses of the enemy. We must also have 
an increase of cavalry, of which the enemy is very deficient. We ought 
to have here about 4,000 or even 5,000 mounted men for the purpose of 
charging on McClellan’s batteries and raw infantry after our rockets 
shall have put them in disorder. Colonels Preston, Miles, and Ghesimt 
may be able to help you. ' 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED. 

[Indorsement.] 

Bxtract from a letter written to Mr. Davis by General Beauregard from 
headguarterSy near GentervillCy October 20,1861. 

Assured of the difficulties in getting field guns in any adequate num¬ 
ber for the exigency, and convinced of the value of war rockets against 
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sucli troops as oiir adversaries have, I dispatched an officer of my staff*, 
Capt. E. P, Alexander, last August to Eichmond to consult and arrange 
measures with the proper departments. He saw the Adjutant-General 
of the Army on the subject, and received, I am happy to say, the most 
ample and cordial approval of the plan, and the Chief of Ordnance 
took immediate steps for manufacturing the rockets with the utmost 
celerity. 

[5.] 


Headquaetees, 
Yorlctoicn, August 27^ 1861. 

Col. J. G. Hodces, 

Commanding Mulberry Point: 

Colonel: I herewith inclose an order* for your move to Mrs. Cur¬ 
tis’, The artillery start from here this morning. Should you need 
more transportation, please inform me how much is the least you can 
do with. It you are not able to move the whole of your command with 
what is sent, make two trips. The general desires that you will throw 
up works at once to command the channel and the landing. You will 
urge it forward. You are directed in case the enemy pass you either 
by Warwick Court-House or otherwise, to fall back to Mulberry 
Island, but if they approach up James Eiver and attempt to pass up 
Warwick Eiver, or to make a landing on this side, you will defend your 
position to the utmost. Four wagons will be sent loaded with pro¬ 
visions to Mrs. Curtis’ farm this morning and six empty wagons to 
transport your command. You will please report what provisions you 
have on hand, and whether they can be sent by water to you; also 
report whether you have sufficient spades to make the work. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. B. COSBY, 

[4.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral. 


Headqxjaetees, 

Talley Mountain^ August 27^ 1861. 

General John B. Floyd, 

Oomdg. Army of Kanawha, Gamp Gauley,westof Lewishurg, Va.z 
Geneeal: Since my letter of yesterday I have heard that the 
Thirtieth Georgia Eegiment was expected at Staunton, and have 
directed that it be ordered to join your command. This, with the 
Fourteenth Eegiment North Carolina Yolunteers, which you were 
advised was on its way to Lewisburg, will give you two well-appointed, 
regiments. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[5.] General, Commanding. 


Headqtjaetees Aemy of the Kanawha, 

Camp Gauley, August 27,1861, 

Maj. Gen. E. E. Lee: 

SiE; The forces under General Tyler which sometime since held Sum- 
mersville and all this region of country, but which reached to the moutlt 
of Gauley, as stated by me in my last communication, returned to this 
neighborhood night before last. Immediately upon ascertaining th.e 


Not found. 
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feet I determined to attack them, which I did yesterday about sunrise. 
They were x^osted about three miles fi?om my camp in a commanding 
position, but our men made the attack with spirit and soon carried it. 
The enemy was completely routed, and the Seventh Ohio Regiment 
(three-year recruits) were scattered all over the country. The enemy’s 
killed and wounded number upward of thirty men. Amongst the 
killed is a captain. ^ The prisoners number over sixty, amongst them a 
captain and some lieutenants. We captured some of their wagons and 
hospital supplies. The result of this fight will enable me to hold this 
quarter of the country, I think, certainly, and to cut off effectually all 
communication between General Cox and the forces toward the north. 
Colonel Tompkins’ and Colonel McCausland’s regiments have come up, 
but both combined do not reach to 800 men. My force, therefore, is far 
from being very strong. It is very important, I think, to make the 
exchange of troops in the manner suggested in my last. It would pro¬ 
duce a unity and promptness of action which would promote greatly 
the public interest, in my judgment. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[S.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 136, 3 Richmond^ August 1861, 

**##*#* 

XYII. Captain Calhoun’s company of South Carolina artillery, and 
those of Captains Carter, Courtney, Holman, Virginia artillery, wdll 
proceed to Manassas Junction, Va.. as soon as practicable and report 
for duty to General J, E. Johnston, commanding. 

**##**# 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 263. ) Richmond,^ Ya,^ August J98,1861, 

% ^ # # # # # 

III. Oapt. M. Vaiden’s company, the New Kent Cavalry, and Cap¬ 
tain Thornton’s company, the Prince Edward Cavalry, Virginia Vol¬ 
unteers, will proceed by easy marches to Yorktown and join the regi¬ 
ment of cavalry under Colonel Johnston, now serving with the Army 
of the Peninsula. 

# « # # * # 

By order: 

GEO. DEAS, 

14.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamjg Gauley^ Augtist i*<S, 1861, 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States of America: 

Dear Sir: We have advanced across the Gauley, now ne* 
mersville, and hold a position from which I think no force of tt 
17 R R—VOL LI, PT IX 
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can drive ns, even were they disposed to try it^ which I think will 
hardly be the case. I find a great division of sentiment amongst the 
people in this quarter of the country; the Union feeling greatly 
strengthened from the belief that this quarter of the State had been 
finally abandoned to the enemy. It will require the presence of a 
strong force in the country to disabuse the public mind upon that point, 
which is absolutely necessary for complete success here. As we advance 
into the disaffected country it becomes more difficult to procure sup¬ 
plies with regularity and in sufficient quantities. To this end it becomes 
indispensable that we should have a brigade commissary in the field with 
us, I have recommended and urged very strongly upon the Secretary 
of War the appointment of a man for the i^lace who is every way 
entirely competent. He is a captain of cavalry, John 0. McDonald, 
bred a merchant and is possessed of excellent capacity and business 
habits, eujoys and deserves a spotless reputation, and is withal a man 
of fortune. I know him well and am quite sure of his entire fitness for 
the place. Captain Barton was assigned to duty with me at Wythe- 
ville and proved most efficient, but he tells me he is troubled with 
rheumatism and cannot take the field.- Besides, I doubt whether he 
could arrange the business in this sparsely inhabited country. Captain 
Barton could be most advantageously employed at Bristol in purchas¬ 
ing supplies of bacon and flour, &c., through East Tennessee and South¬ 
western Virginia and shipping the supplies in every direction to the 
army. The point is a good one, and he is admirably fitted for it. Give 
me McDonald for brigade commissary and I think I can manage the 
busiuess part of the army here both with satisfaction and some degree 
of economy. This is all the more important because supplies are hard, 
and the machinery to procure should be as complete as it can be made, 
I am, very truly, your Mend, 

JOHN B. FLOYD. 

[5.] 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond^ August 39,1861, 

Col. A. C. Myers, 

Acting Quartermaster-General: 

Sir: Tour letter of August 23, inclosing report of Mr. Thomas R. 
Sharp, agent, &c., for the Quartermaster’s Department, and submitting- 
recommendations based thereon, is received, and a letter relating to the 
same general subject has been received from Mr. W. L. Clark, presi¬ 
dent of the Winchester and Potomac Eailroad Company. In compli¬ 
ance with your suggestion you are directed to order the transportation 
of the railroad iron, telegraph wire, materials, &c., referred to, to Win¬ 
chester immediately for safe keeping. So much of the railroad iron, 
&c., thus secured as may be immediately necessary to relay the tracks 
of the Wmchester and Potomac Eailroad may be disposed of to this 
company for that purpose, to be paid for in the manner proposed by 
Mr. Clark, provided it be satisfactorily stipulated that [there shall be] 
no delay in the transportation of troops, munitions, &c., m consequence 
thereof, and that the works shall be completed within a specified time, 
the contracts thus entered into to be subject to the approval of this 
Department. The Department is not willing, with only the information 
at present in its possession, to enter upon the construction of the pro¬ 
posed military road from Winchester to the Manassas Gap Eailroad.- 
would be glad, however, to receive further information on the subject. 
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You will please inform Dr. William S. Morris, president of the South¬ 
ern Telegraph Company, at Eichmond, of the existence of this tele¬ 
graph wire and materials at Winchester, so that it may be made avail¬ 
able for the construction of military telegraphs in different parts of the 
country as required. The commandant of the military forces at Win¬ 
chester is fully authorized to furnish all requisite military protection 
to your agent in the prosecution of his work, as he may deem most 
expedient. 

Eespectfully, 

L. P. WALKEE, 

[5.] Secretary of War. 


War Depabtiuent, C. S. A., 

Richmond^ August 29^ 1861. 

His Excellency Governor E. W. Pickens, 

Golmibia, S. G.: 

Sir : Your Excellency’s letter of August 24, announcing the readi¬ 
ness and desire of the First Eegiment South Carolina Eifles to come to 
Virginia, is just received. The Department is happy to receive your 
praise of the material and condition of this regiment, and requests you, 
as proposed, to order it to proceed at once to Richmond and report for 


duty. 

Very respectfully, 


[5.] 


L. P. WALKER, 
Secretary of War. 


* Eiohmond, August 30, 1861. 

Governor Henbt T. Olajrk, 

J^aliCxgh, G. • 

Thte President desires to kno'vr Low soon you will have the regiments 
already offered by you organized and prepared to move to the coast of 
IfTorth Carolina. 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Peteksbubg, Va., August 30,1861. 

Oommander-in-Ohief Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States of America: 

President : Whether you will read or not, I will write to yon. I 
wish to write in behalf of a meritorious citizen, who I know by four 
months’ constant intercourse with him has been shamefully misrepre¬ 
sented I have now no other interest in him than such as my love of 
country inspires. The immediate cause of my writing is the report, 
probably true, which I have seen this morning, that the battery lately 
erected at Hatteras Inlet, on the North Carolina coast, has been stomed 
and taken by the enemy. If the report is not true, I do not doubt in 
the least that it will be taken before long unless an adequate force of 
men is soon stationed there. Between the 25th of May, 1861, and the 
8tb of June, General Grayson, who on the first-named day was com¬ 
missioned a brigadier-general by the Governor and military board of 
l^orth Carolina, made under their direction a tour of inspection of the 
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coast from Fort Macon to Oregon Inlet, inclusive. He made report to 
the Governor as directed to do. He advised an enlargement of the 
battery at old Fort Macon and the erection of batteries at Beacon 
Island, near Ocracoke Inlet, and also close by at Portsmouth; another 
at Hatteras Inlet, and another at Oregon Inlet. The battery at Bea¬ 
con Island was to have about twenty guns, 32-pounders and columbiads, 
and eight at Portsmouth, opposite. The battery at Hatteras of twenty 
to twenty-four heavy guns, and Oregon fifteen to eighteen heavy guns, 
and six to nine on Eoanoke Island, opposite the inlet. In addition he 
advised field flying batteries at Fort Macon and Hatteras, and proba¬ 
bly at another point (bis report is not before me and I write from 
memory, but I am sure of substantial certainty). All that he distinctly 
advised would not be effective without an adequate force of men, at 
least 5,000, to defend these batteries and keep the enemy from effecting 
a landing. The batteries were erected by skillful engineers, under the 
direction and frequent personal inspection of General Grayson, and 
much more rapidly than he was able to procure the requisite gun car¬ 
riages after the guns were in place to be mounted. Instead of 5,000 
men, only about 1,500 were ordered to the coast. FTo field artillery was 
supplied. Often did General Grayson urge the prosecution of the sys¬ 
tem of defense he advised, and even taunted the authorities with such 
remarks as that they had better have it done than soon to have to 
regret that it had been left undone. His advice was sober sense, and 
he was sober when he gave it, no matter who may assert to the con¬ 
trary. !No matter what his habits may have been before he went to 
Norfolk, it is not true that he was addicted to drunkenness or was 
drunk while in the service of this or that State. I have been con¬ 
stantly with him day and night, with the exception of a few intervals 
of two or three days at a time^ and I not only know that his habits 
have hot been such as I have good reason to know you have been told 
hey were, but further, I know that I am not the man to have been 
issociated with him in the service as his aide-de-camp if the reports to 
hat effect had been well founded. 

I have the honor to be, your fellow-citizen, 

E. E. OOLLIEE. 

[^•] 


New Berne, August 30^ 1861 — 12.30 a. m. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-General, Eiclimond: 

The forts at Hatteras, with the garrisons, numbering 580 men, also 
Commodore Barron and Colonel Bradford, were captured at 11.30 a. m. 
yesterday. 

E. C, GATLIN, 

[4:.] Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Kanawha, 

Gamjg Gauley, A^igust 30^ 1861. 

Col. William J. Clarke, 

Fourteenth Forth Carolina Infantry: 

Sir: I sent you yesterday by messenger ah order from the Secretary 
of War that you would proceed with your command to Lewisburg and 
report to me for duty from that point. With the order I inclosed a note 
to the effect that you would hold your column in Lewisburg and there 
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await f^tRer orders fi*oin me. In case this note has not reached you, 
I take this opportunity of saying that you will please halt your column 
where this meets you until supplies can be furnished fully 
sufficient to support your people in our camp at this place. Supplies 
are mainly drawn from Jaekson^s Eiverj and the distance is so great 
that transportation is very difficult. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 
Commanding Army of the Kanaiclia, 

P. S.—If you have already halted your column in Lewisburg, you 
will please advance it and halt at BungePs Mill, four miles west of 
Lewisburg. 

[5.] 


Headquarters Ario’ of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Gauley, near Summersville. Atigust 30.1861, 
Col. J. W. Massie: 

Dear Sir : I have not heard a word from you since your appoint¬ 
ment to the lieutenant-colonelcy of my Third Eegiment. To be sure, I 
have been on the march nearly ever since, but still I am anxious to hear 
from you, particularly as you were suffering from rheumatism at last 
accounts. I am not even apprised of your acceptance of the commis¬ 
sion. Presuming, however, that you do accept, I suggest these views 
to direct your course. If you are fully able to undergo the hardships 
of this rough and trying campaign, you had better form your regi¬ 
ment at once 5 but if there is a doubt about your ability to do this, then 
you can be extremely useful if you would go to Wytheville and organize 
the Fourth Eegiment and put it in complete condition to march. I learn 
through Colonel Wharton that eleven companies have already offered to 
join it. When ready, if you are able, you could bring it on to join me 
in the valley of Kanawha, where I hope to be before many weeks. I 
left Lewisburg to meet the enemy, supposed to be advancing from 
Kanawha in force, but except their pickets and scouts I did not meet 
them until I crossed Gauley near Summersville, where I am now. On 
the morning of the 26th I attacked the command of General Tyler, 
numbering about 1,500, as well as I could learn, and I defeated them 
completely, killing and wounding about 50 and taking 130 prisoners. 
This fight will have important results, as it cuts effectively the line 
of communication between the forces under General Cox on Kanawha, 
and those northward under General Eosecrans. As soon as my regi¬ 
ments come up, I will go on toward the Kanawha Eiver and relieve, if 
possible, the region from the horrible thralldom under which it is placed 
at this time. The determination of the hordes of foreigners and others 
from Ohio who have overrun and now hold this country is very terrible. 
Thefts, plunder, arson, and rape are occurring every day. You can 
readily understand how the blood of a man boils at these outrages. 
Our people are cheerful and eager for the conflict and behaved with 
remarkable coolness and courage the other day in battle. 

Give my love to your wife, and believe me, very truly, your friend, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha, 

p. s.—^Direct your reply to Lewisburg for Floyd’s brigade j it will 
reach me. We have a tri-weekly mail connected with the army. 

[5.] X B. F. 
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Richmond, August 30,1861, 

Erigadier-General Huger, 

Norfolk^ Va.: 

News just received of tlie capture by the enemy of the batteries at 
Hatteras Inlet, N. 0. 

S. COOPER, 

[4.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 266, ) Richmond, Ta,, August 31, 1861, 

# * # # # * 


III. Capt. W. S. Penick’s company Virginia Volunteers, this day 
lustered into service, will be immediately armed by Col. Charles Dim- 
lock, arid will then proceed to Williamsburg, there to join the battalion 
mder Maj. E. B. Montague. Their equipments will be furnished by 
jhe Ordnance Department. 


By order: 

[ 4 .] 


GEO, DBAS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Gauley, August 31,1861, 

OoL G. 0. Wharton: 

Sir : General Floyd has this evening received intelligence that the 
enemy have left Gauley Bridge and are advancing upon him at this 
lace with full force. He accordingly orders you with your regiment 
) join him at this point with all dispatch. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: 

WM. E. PETERS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, FloyWs Brigade, 


Camp Fair Grounds, 
Winchest&t', Va,, August 31,1861, 

aCon. John Letcher, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Dear Sir: We, a portion of the officers of the Seventh Brigade 
Virginia Militia, would most respectfully suggest to you the condition 
of the militia of this the Seventh Brigade, and we feel assured that your 
intelligence will not permit these suggestions of your neighbors of the 
Valley of Virginia to be construed into presumption on our part, or as 
having been written in any spirit of dictation, but are addressed to 
you as the Chief Magistrate of our State, knowing that you will very 
readily comprehend the grievances of which we complain; and being 
equally well assured that it will be your pleasure, as far as you can 
consistently with the interest of the State and the South, to render us the 
relief asked for. Now, as to facts. It cannot have failed to have been 
observed by you that the Valley of Virginia has perhaps furnished a 
greater number of volunteers in proportion to the strength of her 
militia than any other portion of the State; that eveiy effort has been 
made, and successfully, too, to raise volunteers to defend our rights; 
that in all the counties in the Seventh Brigade the courts not only 
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made provisions to uniform the volunteers, but to support the families 
of the patriotic men who volunteered and whose families were not in a 
condition to support themselves; that our citizens have in everyway 
contributed liberally to the relief of the soldiers passing through our 
valley, and our doors have been thrown open and the wounded and 
sick of the army assigned our best rooms. We have freely sent our 
wagons and horses and our sons to the field of battle, and in doing 
all this we feel that we have done nothing but our duty. Eight weeks 
ago, in the midst of our harvest, a draft was made for two regiments. 
We laid down our sickles and left our wheat to be destroyed to hasten 
to the defense of our Confederate flag. Two weeks subsequent to that, 
by your proclamation we cheerfully came forward, leaving our valley 
almost depopulated, to aid those that were already on the field of bat¬ 
tle, and still not a murmur was heard. And now that the season for 
preparing for another crop, the season really that our wheat should be 
in the ground, has arrived, we naturally feel that our families, which 
heretofore have^ not known the pressure of want, must prepare to be 
placed in a destitute condition and the extreme poor to suffer greatly. 
In view of all these facts, we would suggest that if it is possible to per¬ 
mit the militia of the Seventh Brigade to return home for the present 
that you will do so. While it affords us pleasure to say that the 
Seventh Brigade responded so promptly and i)atriotically to your call, 
we regret to say that the brigade in which we are now stationed has 
failed to any great extent to respond to your call, and that instead of 
being ready to obey the call of the Governor promptly and coming for¬ 
ward to defend their own town, the very town that we are now defend¬ 
ing, they are quietly pursuing their usual avocations; and now if we 
should be relieved so far as to require a small portion of the militia to 
be in service at this time, could not those who have so patriotically 
responded to your call be relieved and the necessary number be raised 
out of that brigade which has only partially responded heretofore? 
We would also suggest that any relief you can render us be extended us 
as soon as possible, for reasons entirely familiar to yourself. 

JAS. H. SIBEET, 

Colonel Third Regiment Virginia Militia, 

JOHN W. SIBEET, 

Major Third Regiment Virginia Militia. 

JOHN H. NEWELL, 

Major Third Regiment Virginia Militia. 

MANN SPITLEE, 

Colonel Second Regiment Virginia Militia. 

THOMAS BUSWELL, 

Idetitenant-Colonel Second Regiment Virginia Militia. 

OTJLLIN W. FINTEE, 

Major Second Regiment Virginia Militia. 


[5.] 


Brooke’S Station, August 31j 1861. 
His Excellency the President : 

My Yery Dear Sir: I sincerely hope you will excuse the liberty I 
am about to take of writing directly to you, but my deep anxiety for 
the safety of my home will, I trust, plead my excuse. If Hatteras has 
fallen, the danger is incalculable, and as it shows the utter absence of 
commonest judgment and forethought, I tremble for its sequel, unless 
you will send a competent officer there to command. My excellent 
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friend General Gatlin, thougli perfectly devoted and true of heart, is 
as ignorant as I was of the necessities of that important frontier, and 
there is no one there of military acumen with whom he can advise and 
consult. It is with the greatest diffidence that I make a suggestion to 
you, but I am obliged to think that the energy, science, and industry 
of General Whiting, together with his intimate acquaintance with the 
whole coast, point to him as the proper commander to guard against 
further injury in that quarter. 

Sincerely hoping that the constant prayers of our whole people for 
your life and health may be heard, I am, my dear sir, yours, most faith¬ 
fully, 

r4.1 TH. H, HOLMES. 


Headqtjaktbrs Army of the Kanawha, 

Camp Gmdeyj Augiist 31^ 1861—12 m. 

Col. G. 0. Wharton: 

Sir: General Floyd has received reliable information that the enemy 
are in full force advancing upon him from Gauley Bridge. The scouts 
sent out report that he is within ten miles of this point. You will, 
then, hurry on with your regiment with all speed. General Floyd has 
written to General Wise for re-enforcements, with no certainty, how¬ 
ever, that they will be sent. Then, come on. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: 

WILLIAM E. PETERS, 

[5.] Assistmt Adjutant-General^ Floyd?s Brigade. 


Headquarters, 

Valley Mountain^ August 81^ 1861. 

General John B. Floyd, 

Gomdg. Army of Kanawha^ Gamp Gauley, near Summersville, Ya.: 

General : I take great pleasure in congratulating you on the dis¬ 
persion of tke forces of General Tyler and the handsome victory gained 
by a portion of your command. If it will result in cutting the commu¬ 
nication between Generals Oox and Rosecrans, it will be of effectual serv¬ 
ice in future operations. To do this it will be necessary to call to you 
all of your force that can be spared from your center and such aid as 
can be obtained from the loyal militia. A movement of the troops south 
of Hew River to a favorable point of the Kanawha will cause the retire¬ 
ment of General Gox from Gauley Bridge and enable you to unite your 
troops for an effective blow. I understand that the Horth Carolina and 
Georgia regiments that have been ordered to join you are on their march. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 

[5.J General, Commanding. 


Exchange Hotel, 
EieJmond, September 1,1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : After leaving you this morning, through Hon. Mr. Avery, of our 
State, I was introduced to Captain Ingraham and requested to make 
explanations in regard to the coasts and inlets of Horth Carolina. Find¬ 
ing in his office a map of the coast, I was enabled to make the necessary 
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explauations and my own views intelligible to him through the aid of 
this map. Captain Ingraham gave close attention to the subject, and 
possesses all the information on the subject of our defenses.aiid mv own 
views, as well as all the facts connected with the invasion, which I was 
able to convey with fullness of detail. I could not do this as satisfac¬ 
torily in writing and without a chart, and hope this mode of communica¬ 
tion will be accepted in place of a written statement which you requested. 
I beg to refer you to Captain I[ngraham] for details. The people of 
Eastern IiTorth Carolina are deeply concerned at the hostile descent made 
on their shores, and in doubt as to its ulterior objects. They hope the 
Government may be able to arrest farther progress inward, and soon 
expel the fleet from our sounds and inland waters. I have been com¬ 
missioned by the citizens of the two counties of Perquimans and Chowan 
(situated on Albemarle Sound) to visit Eichmond and make this com¬ 
munication to the public authorities. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. E. ELLIOTT, 

[4.] ' Of Eertford^ Perquimans County^ A. C, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Camj^ Gauley^ September I, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Alfred Beckley : 

Sir : Your favor of the 29th ultimo to General Floyd has been received. 
In reply I am instructed by him to say that your plans of operation 
therein stated he doubts not are good, under the condition that the 
enemy will continue to hold their position at and about Gauley Bridge. 
But he is persuaded that they will not do this, and the best course for 
yours and the command of General Chapman to adopt is to push for¬ 
ward your columns below the Falls, to or as near Charleston as you can. 
As to his reasons for the above opinion and suggestions, he refers you 
to Colonel Jenkins, one of his aides, who has been instructed to com¬ 
municate with General Chapman upon the subject and to lay them 
before him. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, commanding Army of the 
Kanawha: 

WILLIAM E. PETEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General^ Floyd^s Brigade. 


^ Edenton, ISl. C., September 2^ 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War: 

Dear Sir: The loss of the forts.on our coast renders it important 
that the towns on the waters of the Albemarle Sound should be placed 
in a condition of defense. This place is one of ^eat importance, being 
in the heart of the richest agricultural district in the State, and would 
be a rich conquest to our enemies. The object of this is to beg of you 
to detail a gentleman to visit our place and give us some suitable plan 
of defense, the mode of erecting batteries, &c., and also to inspect 
some old guns which we have here. We would be highly gratified if 
you can let us have some good guns from the Korfolk navy-yard, or 
any other place that they can be spared. Our citizens are willing to 
pay all the expenses that may be created in the defense of this place. 
So soon as I heard of the disaster at Hatteras I dispatched one of my 
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steamers down the sound to see what aid she could render, and it turns 
out that it was most fortunate that I did so, as she has been hard at 
work bringing the guns and troops from Oregon [Inlet] to Eoanoke 
Island, where they are now throwing up defenses. I, together with 
other gentlemen, leave here early in the morning to ascertain what is 
needed, and it is our purpose to supply everything that we can. The 
number of prisoners taken at Hatteras is about 650,* only seven men 
were killed (as known certainly). It is needless for me to say that I 
would not trouble you did I not know how important it is to keep back 
the enemy. hTor would I at this time ask you to detail a competentper- 
son to visit our place for the purpose alluded to were it not of vital 
importance to the country. 

With highest respect and consideration, I am, dear sir, your obedient 
servant, 

TH. D. WAREEIST. 

[4.] [And others.] 


Headquarters Nineteenth Brigade, 
Fayetteville^ Fayette County^ Se;ptmnher 1861, 
Brig. Gen. John B. Eloyd, 

Commanding Forces of the Kanawha Valley: 

General: I have the honor of reporting to you that I reached this 
point last evening with four regiments of my brigade, numbering about 
1,600 rebable men—about as well drilled as volunteers usually are, and 
I have great confidence that they will perform their work equally as 
well. They have moved this morning to the foot of Cotton Hill, and if 
possible will pass over it to-day. I have understood that a large por¬ 
tion of Cox’s command have moved up Gauley to attack you—of course 
you will repulse him and he will fall back to the mouth of Gauley, where 
he will be very strongly fortified—and it will be very difficult to drive 
Mm from the position unless you could send us to this side of the river 
two field pieces, which we could use with great effect from a high hill 
which commands the enemy’s encampment at the distance of about one 
mile and a quarter, as I have been informed. General Berkley’s com¬ 
mand united with mine numbers 2,000 or more, and you could greatly 
benefit us by sending us two cannon with a few men to man them. We 
could then force our way if need be to Charleston, on the south side of 
the river, and unite our forces with you at that point; but as you have 
viewed all the grounds and have your plans laid out, you can inform 
me what I should do, and if within the power of my command it shall 
be done. 

I am, general, with the Mghest regard, your obedient servant, 

A. A. CHAPMAN, 
Brigadier’General Nineteenth Brigade, 


P. S.—I have ordered the two regiments of Greenbrier to report to 
you immediately for service. 


A. A. O. 
[5.] 


Headquabters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Gauley, September 2,1861. 

Brig. Gen. A. A. Chapman: 

Sir: Your favor of this date has just been received. The informa- 
tion therein reported affords me much gratification. I am pleased to 
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kno^w that you have under your command so large a number of troops. 
Your operations in every particular meet vitb my approval. They 
have been prompt, judicious, and furnish the confident expectation that 
the militia under your command ■will prove themselves entirely adequate 
to the work before them. I have received information, ■whieh'is reliable, 
that a considerable force of the enemy have collected in Sutton. 
Whether it be their plan to attempt to re-enforce Cox at Gauley Bridge 
or to unite with him in an advance upon me from that point I have not 
been able to ascertain. I shall watch their movements with all vigi¬ 
lance and shape my action somewhat accordingly. However this may 
be, you can render most essential service by pushing your forces on to 
Charleston and by embarrassing, checking, and destroying, if you can, 
the navigation of the Kanawha, thus holding Cox in his present posi¬ 
tion at Cranley or thereabouts, or drawn off to Charleston. To effect 
this yon should have some artillery. This is at present not within my 
power to furnish you. The pieces which I have belong to the legion of 
General Wise, with two exceptions. I have, however, been oiBcially 
informed that two batteries have been sent and are at this time prot^ 
ably at the White Sulphur. When they join me I shall, if it be possi¬ 
ble, supply the deficiency which you so much feel and which I know 
stands in the way of the successful consummation of your plans. In the 
meantime I shall communicate with General Wise on the subject and 
if he can spare one or two pieces they shall be sent you. 

Tour obedient ^ 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha. 


Headqtjabtebs Abmy of the Kanawha, 

September 3,1861. 

To all 'whom it may concern: 

Havin s. learned that my advance into this portion of the State has been 
made the ground by certain citizens for abandoning their homes, and 
of iarm to others, I feel it due to myself, to the cause which I repre¬ 
sent, and to them to make the following statements: I have come 
among the people of my native west in vindication of the 
supremacy of th^e State, of her right to govern her people in her o^ 
wav as determined by her own constituted authorities. It is a funda 
mStal principle of all free governments that hberty of thought and of 
opinion should be respected, Nowhere is tMs priMiple 
recognized and more sacredly reprded than m 

is less inclined to depart from it m the present state of polihcal troubles 
than I am. But the distinction must be drawn b^ween the entert^n- 
mmtofan opinion and its expression in act. The former is in itseff 
harmless- the latter may be criminal, and must be dealt ■with accord¬ 
ing to its character. These plain ihcts, when applied to pubhc sento 
mfntin this portion of the State, lead to the following conclu8ions,J^ 

which I intend to be governed m “I man 

citizens in the State with whom I may be bright in contact .^^an 
d'hoii re'SDonaible for haying cast a Union vote, but inasmuch 

as the -oeople of Virginia have, by an unprecedentedly large majonl^ 
TecWed Tn flvor of the Conied’erLy, it behooves every g^d citoen to 
yMd obedience to their decision. Our enemies f« W 
there be any citizen of the State so iinptnotic as ^ 
he shall not be disturbed in his opinion so long as he may not give 



268 


Mb., E. K. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. ^A. [Chap, txnt 

tliem aid in the consummation of their purpose. But as soon as, by act 
or otherwise, this sympathy shall manifest itself in helping the invad¬ 
ers of the State in their plan to subjugate and enslave it, then it 
becomes an act of open treason, criminal in the highest and most odi¬ 
ous sense, and shall be punished by all the means I can command. To 
all those called Union men who have never given aid and comfort to 
the enemies of their State, but who have silently entertained their 
opinions, I appeal to remain quietly at their homes in the pursuit of 
their business, with the assurance that neither they nor their property 
shall be disturbed in any particular, but that they shall, to the extent 
of my power, be defended in the enjoyment of all the rights pertaining' 
to the most loyal citizen of the State. On the other hand, to all such, 
as have imt up their opinions against the authority of the State, who 
have aided and abetted its murderous invaders in their attempt to sub¬ 
jugate it, by lending them their services in actual warfare upon it, and 
by piloting them in their march of invasion, to them I say that the 
sooner they leave the State forever the better for them, for if arrested 
in such acts of treason they shall be regarded as traitors and punished 
accordingly. 

JOHI^ B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha, 


Headquabtebs Abmy op the Kanawha, 

Gamp Gauley^ September 1861, 

Maj. 1. B. Dxjnn: 

Dear Sir : A very large force is certainly concentrating at Suttons- 
ville and a portion of it advanced in this direction day before yester¬ 
day. All appearances are that the enemy intend to gather all their 
available forces immediately for an attack upon me here. This renders 
it necessary for me to concentrate with all possible dispatch the forces 
under my command to meet them. They can bring certainly between 
7,000 or 8,000 men here in three daysj to meet which force I can oppose 
only about 2,400 men, all told. You see from this the absolute importance 
of bringing to my side all the available force I can command. The 
three regiments on the road and the batteries ought to be brought np 
with all speed, but bread is essentially necessary for this, and we must 
have fifteen days^ supplies of flour before we can do anything more than 
sit quietly here, living precariously from day to day. If I had the 
flour and the regiments up I would move into the valley of Kanawha 
to-morrow, and such a move would be productive of the greatest and. 
most beneficial results to the whole country and would render Green¬ 
brier as secure as Eussell or Grayson. Appeal to the patriotism of 
the people to furnish transportation for full pay—surely, we can get it— 
but if nothing else will do, the safety of our army will require us to 
press transportation. You know how disagreeable this would be to me, 
but necessity knows no law in this case. General Davis, I am sure, 
will and can be of the greatest service to you, and .you can commami 
his services to the fullest extent. Write to me fully about the condi¬ 
tion of things and keep me fully advised by every opportunity. If 
necessary send me special couriers whom you can take from the cavalry. 

I am, yours, truly, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-Generalj Commanding Army of the KaTidtcham 
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General E. C. Gatlin, 

Goldshorough^ AT. C. : 


Eichmond, September 5, 1861. 


Infornaation is brought here that the commandiiig officer at Fort 
Macon, intends to abandon that place. You must prevent this at once 
at every hazard and with all your means. 


[ 4 -] 


S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

INo. 143. 3 Richmond^ September 4, 1861. 

I. Brig. Gen. Charles Clark, Provisional Army, will proceed to 
Manassas, Ya., and report for duty to General Johnston, commanding. 
******* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JOHN- WITHERS, 

[ 5.J Assistajht Adj%itant‘ Genera 1. 

Eichmond, September' 4, 1861. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Staunton^ Ya.: 

General : Your several communications were duly submitted to the 
President,who has read them with much satisfaction and fully approves 
of all you have done. He has not ceased to feel an anxious desire for 
your return to this*city to resume your former duties, even while satis¬ 
fied of the importance of your presence in Western Yirginia so long as 
might be necessary to carry out the ends set forth in your communica¬ 
tions. Whenever, in your judgment, circumstances will justify it, you 
will consider yourself authorized to return. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. COOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Goldsborough, September 4,1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant’ General: 

I have just returned from Port Macon. The idea of abandoning it 
lias never been entertained. It is in good condition for defense, and 
will hold out to the last. No enemy has as yet appeared before*it. 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[ 4.1 Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

New BernCj September 4, 1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-Generalj <&e,. Richmond^ Va.: 

General: Your dispatch of yesterday relastive to Fort Mac^n was 
replied to this morning by telegraph, but I must be j)6rmitted to remark 
tb^t the person giving the information is devoid of all truth. The post 
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is commaiided by Lieut. Col. J. L. Bridgers, IN^orth. Carolina State 
Troops, who as a captain at Bethel was specially distinguished for gal¬ 
lant conduct. Ko doubt but that he will display the same courage 
whenever occasion calls for it. The garrison is made up of raw troops, 
unaccustomed to service at heavy guns. They know the manual of tUe 
piece, and are active in their efforts to learn their duties. With the 
assistance of good artillery officers they will in a short time be fit for 
any emergency. The fort cannot be taken unless by regular siege, and 
even then is capable of being defended for a long period. I have no 
apprehensions about it. The enemy do not appear to have attempted 
to come into the sound, at least had not up to Sunday evening. It is 
believed that they have strengthened Fort Hatteras on the western side, 
so that it will be difficult to recover it, particularly as they keep quite 
a naval force near at hand. The naval forces here consist of two inferior 
steamers without screws, and one of them too dull a sailer to be of any 
service. I am compelled to get up a private expedition to reconnoiter 
the enemy. One will leave here to-night and will return to-morrow* 
evening. I am engaged in fortifying the ISTeuse and Pamlico Rivers, 
and understand indirectly that a force has been sent from Norfolk to 
Roanoke Island to protect the northeastern counties. For the protec¬ 
tion of the country lying on the^Pamlico Sound a number of gun-boats 
are absolutely necessary and should be placed upon it without delay. 
The counties of Tyrrell and Hyde are very fertile and are penetrated 
by so large a number of navigable creeks that it would require a very 
large number of troops and batteries to secure them from pillage. I 
would be glad if you would bring this subject to the notice of the Presi¬ 
dent, also the necessity of establishing telegraphic communication 
between Goldsborough and Fort Macon. ♦ 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. 0. GATLIN, 

[4.] Brigadier-General^ G. 8. Army, 


Richmond, September 4, 1861, 

General R. 0. Gatlin, 

Goldsborouglij Y. G. : 

J, E. Anderson, formerly an officer of Corps of Engineers, H. S. Army, 
has been appointed brigadier-general, to report to you to take charg'e 
of the Coast Defenses of North Carolina. 

S. COOPER, 

[4.] Adjutant and Inspector GeneraL 


Headqijabtees, 

Valley Mountain^ September 4, 1861, 

General John B. Floyd, 

Gomdg. Army of Kanaicha^ Gamp Gauley^ West of Lewisburg^ Ycc, • 
General: The difficulty of procuring salt for this command induces 
me to inquire whether a supply can be procured from the Kanawlaa 
Valley. We could send wagons to Lewisburg if you could cause it tjo 
be delivered there. If you are able to control the road north of Suxn- 
merswille salt might be obtained from the works near Bulltown, ei^lx- 
teen or twenty miles north of Suttonsville, if it cannot be procured, 
from your front. There is a road from Summersville through StroudL^s 
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Grlades to the Back Fork of Elk Biver, extending along the mountain 
ridge till it crosses the range of Eich Mountains; thence north of Elk 
Water Bun to the Huttonsville turnpike. It is reported to be traveled 
by wagons as far as the settlements in Stroud’s Glades, and is then 
but a horse path till it reaches Brady’s gate on Elk Water Eun. The 
portion along the mountain ridge admits of easy passage. It strikes 
the Huttonsville turnpike just in front of the enemy^s position on that 
road, and is about fiffcy-five miles in length from Summersville to that 
point and about the same distance to this camp. To reach this camp 
you must take a path up the Dry Fork of Elk to the Huttons\ulle turn¬ 
pike in rear, or after passing Congress Mill take a path to the right 
leading to the Huttonsville turnpike about four miles in our front. 
The latter is the better route. My object in calling your attention to 
it is that it may be convenient for your messengers and scouts to com¬ 
municate with this column in this way, and also to apprise you of a 
route accessible to your rear by the enemy in Tygart’s Yalley. He has 
within two days past moved a force, supposed to be a regiment, to near 
the head of Elk Water Eun, A re^ment of this command is observing 
it within striking distance, I hud it impossible to obtain reliable infor¬ 
mation of the strength of the enemy in our front or that may be in 
reserve to his rear within supporting distance. Has any been received 
by you? 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[5.] Gmeralj Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Gauley^ September 4y 1861, 

Maj. Gen. E. E. Lee: 

Sir : I have been detained here for a week for the want of flour, 
otherwise our people would have been in the Kanawha Yalley about 
twenty miles below the falls, where General Cox is posted. If I can 
accomplish this I think General Cox will be compelled to fall back 
from his present position and fight us on such ground as we choose. I 
am looking anxiously for the three regiments and the artillery now 
coming on to join me; their presence is greatly needed, as my own 
regiments are reduced more than a third from sickness, whilst those of 
Colonels Tompkins and McCausland together number only 600 men. I 
had only about 1,200 men all told until joined by the regiments above 
spoken of, who reached me some days after I crossed the river and 
established myself here. My Third Eegiment came up day before yes¬ 
terday, and when the others reached me I hoped to have a sufficient 
number of men for any emergency likely to arise. I learn from scouts 
that the enemy is in possession of Suttonsville with three regiments of 
infantry and some horse. It is also reported that they have captured 
many and shot some of the country people for alleged charges upon 
which they were n ever tried. This has produced much alarm and indig¬ 
nation amongst the people. It is asserted by persons who were present 
at a public meeting called by the enemy, to which all the citizens were 
invited and termed a free day, that the colonels of regiments in public 
harangues declared that if the citizens did not stop firing upon their 
scouts they would turn loose their troops to plunder, murder all ages 
and sexes, and to lay waste the country with fire. Of these decla¬ 
rations I have no doubt. I send this dispatch through to you on the 
right bank of Gauley by an active, intelligent man, as an experiment, 
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to see if a quicker and more certain route for communication cannot 
be established by that way. He will be able to give you much informa¬ 
tion about affairs in this part of the country. 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of the Kanawha. 


Special Oedeks, \ Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Office, 

No. 144. J Richmond^ September 5, 1861. 

##**#** 

YI. Lieut. Col. J. M. Jones, assistant adjutant-general, Provisional 
Army; Second Lieut. Henry Bryan, Confederate States Infantry, and 
Second Lieut. H. M. Stanard, aide-de-camp, will report for duty to 
General Magruder, commanding, Yorktown, Ya. 

* * # # # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEBS. 

[4.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Manassas, September 5, 1861. 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Centerville^ Ya.: 

Deae Geneeal : Colonel Miles informs me that the flag committee 
voted down any change of our flag by a vote of four to one, he bein^ 
alone in favor of it. I wrote to him then to propose that we should have 
two flags, a peace or parade flag and a war flag, to be used only on the 
field of battle; but, Congress having adjourned, no action will be taken 
on the matter. How would it do for us to address the War Department 
on the subject for a supply of regimental war or badge flags, made of 
red with two blue bars crossing each other diagonally, on which shall 
be introduced the States, the edge of the flag to be trimmed all around 
with white, yellow, or blue fringe. We would then on the field of bat¬ 
tle know our friends from our enemies. I send you herewith a letter^ 
written yesterday to General Cooper. It would seem that the small- 
minded politicians and newsmongers about Eichmond cannot under¬ 
stand that we should be able to get along harmoniously together. To 
prevent any evil consequences resulting therefrom I thought it was 
advisable to write said letter to Cooper. 

Yours, truly, 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED. 

Perhaps the rumor is due to my having sent my ordnance officer to 
Eichmond to hurry up all the artillery and war-rocket batteries he 
could possibly get. Let us each get all that we can of both, and then 
we will see about equalizing them to our forces. The latter can be done 
so likewise, if you desire it, when re-enforcements shall have stopped 
coming. 

G. T. B. 


[5.] 


Not found. 
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Eichmond, September 5, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. J. B, Maoruder, 

YorMown: 

It is liigMy essential that Commander W. 0. Whittle, in charge of 
your batteries, should be sent to Fort Macon if you can spare him. 
Eeply immediately. 

S. COOPER, 

[4.] > Adjutant ami Inspector General, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Ga^dey^ September 5, 1861, 

General E. T. Bowen: 

Dear Sir : In accordance with instructions received from General 
Floyd, I inclose you copy of a letter received from General Chapman. 
From this letter you are ihformed of the movements of the enemy in 
certain portions of our State. General Chapman thinks it important 
to the public interests that the militia of Tazewell, Buchanan, McDow¬ 
ell, under your command, should be at once embodied. In this opinion 
General Floyd fully concurs, and instructs me to say to you that you 
will proceed to embody the militia under your command as soon as pos 
sible after receiving this. When you have done so, you will at onc< 
report to General Chapman. It may be proper to state that Genera 
Floyd is in almost daily communication with General Chapman, and 
hence your movements will be made known to General Floyd through 
General Chapman. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, commanding Army of the 
Kanawha: 

WILLIAM E. PETERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General^ FloyWs Brigade, 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters Nineteenth Brig-ade, 

Cotton Sillj Fayette County^ September 5, iSsi, 

Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, 

Commanding the Army of the Kanawha: 

General : I have just received information from a reliable messen¬ 
ger that the Federal and Union forces combined have burnt the village 
of Boonesville, including court-house and jail. He reports their number 
at 800, which, I would think, was an exaggeration. It was expected 
that they would proceed to Logan to attempt the rescue of two men 
who were captains of Union companies about Peytona, and who had 
been arrested and placed in Boone jail and from there sent to the Logan 
jail. I have to-day sent a detachment to bring away said captains, that 
they may be confined in a more secure place, and also directed them to 
arrest and bring with them the attorney for the commonwealth of the 
county of Wyoming, who is an open and avowed Tory, and is doing us 
much harm. Under these circumstances it would be very important 
that the militia of Tazewell, Buchanan, McDowell, &c., should be em¬ 
bodied, if they have not been agreeable to your expectation some time 
since, and take a position in the county of Wyoming or thereabouts. 
They would give security to the loyal and, through terror, keep und^ 
the disaffected, and would also prevent my supplies from being cut ofl, 
all of which have to be drawn from Monroe. I hope you wul give the 

18 R R—YOL LI, FT 11 
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matter your attention. Cox’s conamand seemed to be stationary on yes¬ 
terday. I sent you a communication from Col. A, 0. Bailey and Judge 
Bailey, liis father, in I’elation to a difficulty between the colonel and 
General Beckley. It is an unfortunate affair, as it tends to demoralize 
the regiment. General Beckley and myself both being subject to your 
command, I felt that you should dispose of the matter, which had prob¬ 
ably better be done by court-martial. 

I am, general, with the highest regard, your obedient servant, 

A. A. CHAPMAN, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Nineteenth Brigade, 


Baleigh, N. C., Septernber o, 1861, 

P. Walkee, 

Richmond: 

I have ordered Colonel Clingman’s mountain regiment to our coast. 
Have you any intelligence from East Tennessee that would render it 
policy to keep that regiment near East Tennessee*? 

HENEY T. CLAEK. 

[^•] 


Beaufoet, ]sr. C., 'September 5, 1861, 

Hon. L. P. Walker, 

Seo'etary of War: 

Sir: My object in writing to yon is one connected with the security 
and safety of this harbor. I am a private citizen, having interests 
here which, in return for my allegiance to the Confederate Government, 
I desire to see protected. Port Macon is garrisoned by a brave and 
patriotic soldiery, whom I believe, will do their duty most gallantly in 
the hour of trial. It cannot, however, be denied that we have no expe¬ 
rienced artillerists at the fojt to manage the ordnance. If you will 
supply this deficiency you will make our fortification far more formi¬ 
dable. I would also add that there are only three guns in the fort that 
can be relied upon in punishing the enemy at a long distance, to wit, 
one 10-inch columbiad and two 8-inch columbiads. The residue of the 
cannon are 24 and 32 pounders. If four 32-pounder rifled cannon 
could be sent here, the fort would be in a much better state of defense. 
While writing to you upon this subject I wmuld state that our authori¬ 
ties have closed all passing through Core Sound by sinking vessels in 
the channel at Harbor Island. This will prevent the enemy from reach¬ 
ing us by inland passage through the contiguous sounds, Hatteras 
having fallen, and the fortification near ’Ocracoke having been evacu¬ 
ated, Port Macon is the next point in geographical position. Beaufort 
Harbor possesses great commercial advantages, which I should regret 
to see turned to the use of the enemy. The English ships Alliance 
and Gonda are now; at our wharf unloading and preparing to receive 
cargoes of cotton for Liverpool. An American ship of war is now 
anchored about six miles from Port Macon for the purpose, I suppose, 
of blockading this port. Captain De Forrest, of the ship Alliance, has 
gone to her under the English flag, but has not yet returned. He left 
this afternoon. Omitting this sound, which has been obstructed at its 
entrance, I would suggest that the two great sounds of the State be 
filled with gun-boats. Norfolk can furnish a number of propellers, and 
at Elizabeth City a large number of sail vessels suitable for the navi¬ 
gation can be secured for the service. A naval armament of such a 
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character would in my opinion prevent further invasion by the enemv. 
As regards the correctness of any statement I have made to you, 1 
would respectfully refer you to the Hon. Thomas HufBn, the Congress¬ 
man from this district. 

I am, sir, very respectfidly, 

WM. X. GEFFROY. 


Headquarters Army of the ELaxawha, 

Gamp GauJey, September 6, 1861, 

Brig. Gen. Alfred Bbokley : 

Sir : I take pleasure in congratulating yourself and General Chap¬ 
man nxion your success in repulsing the enemy in your skirmish on last 
Tuesday and upon the eligible position thereby won. I am, however, 
pained to learn of the death of your adjutant. Captain Loughborough 
Cadet Harding, of whom you speak, is not with my brigade. It may 
be that he is connected with the regiment of Colonel Tompkins, this 
morning sent to General Wise, or of Colonel McCausland, which since 
Tuesday last has been stationed near Summersville, distant eight miles 
from this camp. I regret to learn of the difficulty between yourself 
and Col. A. C. Bailey. I shall expect the officers every where under m 
command to do their duty in a firm, but at the same time in a concilh 
tory manner. As regards those south of the Kanawha, I know thfl 
General Chapman will do this, and I trust that you will likewise, i 
order that a court-martial be convened immediately upon receipt of this 
for the trial of the case of Colonel Bailey. 

Yery respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha, 


Manassas, Ta., September 6,1861, 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Duncan^s Souse^ Manassasj Va.: 

Dear General : I have been reflecting much on our advanced posi¬ 
tions since my visit to them, and I think under the present circumstances 
we can neither give them up nor allow them to be taken from us by a 
eoup de main or an attack in force, for the effect on the morale of the 
enemy would be tremendous. From what I saw the other day, our 
reserves at Fairfax Court-House and Station (about eight miles back} 
are too far back to be able to come up in time to the assistance of those 
advanced positions; hence we must make uj) our minds, I think, to 
advance them for the present at any rate, in which case I would pro¬ 
pose the following arrangements and positions: One brigade (Bonham’s) 
to or about Old Court-House near Vienna; two brigades (D. E. Jones’ 
and Cocke’s) to or about Falls Church; one brigade (Longstreet’s) to or 
about Munson’s Hill; one brigade of yours to about half way between 
Munson’s and Mason’s HiUs; one brigade of yours to Mason’s Hill; two 
brigades (Walker’s and Early’s) to or about Annandale; one brigade 
(Ewell’s) to Springfield. Some of your other brigades might be put 
at Centerville, Fairfax Court-House and Station as a second reserve, 
which might occasionally be moved toward the Potomac to keep the 
enemy constantly alarmed for the safety of Washington, and to cross 
into Maryland should he send off a large force from Washington to any 
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point on the lower Potomac. If these suggestions are accepted I would 
then transfer my headquarters to Annandalej otherwise to Fairfax 
Court-House. 

Yours, very truly, 

[5.] G. T. BEAUEEGAED. 


Eichmond, Sejptemher 7,1861, 

Maj. H. L. Olay, 

Lynchburg^ Ya,: 

Siu: You will please furnish this Department with a list of the troops 
now rendezvoused at Lynchburg, noting those that are armed and 
those unarmed, &c. By direction of the Secretary of War the Texas 
troops will rendezvous at Eichmond, to which place they will be for¬ 
warded as soon as they arrive. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' E. H. CHILTON, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Eichmond, Se^ptemher 7, 1661, 

General B. Hxjg-er, 

Gommanding^ Norfolk^ Ya,: 

General : The Adjutant*General directs me to say that no tele¬ 
graphic communication except that of 6th of September has been 
received, and also to state that your several communications in rela¬ 
tion to North Carolina affairs have been submitted to the President, 
who entirely approves your measures. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. CHILTON, 

[4.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Eichmond, September 7, 1861, 

Hon. L. P. Walkee, 

Secretary of War: 

Dear Sir : It is with unaff'ected reluctance that I again call your 
attention to the subject-matter of my last conversation with you. The 
deep anxiety which I feel for the protection of the sea-coast of North 
Carolina will with you be a good apology. Our sea-coast is nearly 400 
miles in length, and hence would be incapable of a perfect state of 
defense. But while this is the fact, much of it is found consisting of 
sand-banks separated from the mainland by a continuation of sounds, 
which would impede the invasion of the soil by the enemy after having 
taken military possession of the outer banks. This is more particularly 
true of the northern i)art of our coast. In the southern part of the 
State the ocean washes the mainland. This is the case with that por¬ 
tion of the coast which lies between the eastern inlet of the Cape Fear 
Eiver and the locality known as the head of the sound, a distance of 
about seven miles. The enemy, after succeeding in making a landing 
anywhere along here, could easily destroy the temporary fort erecte(l 
near the inlet, and then would have free access to the town of Wilming¬ 
ton, which lies some nineteen miles above the inlet The town at the 
present time, unprotected as it is, would be entirely at his mercy, I 
have been particular in calling your attention to this fact, as 1 am sat¬ 
isfied that we are only vulnerable by an approach after that manner. 
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The main bar, some eight or nine miles ^rest of the inlet above referred 
to, is protected by Fort Caswell, which I am informed is in good order, 
and can, if well manned, resist any attack the enemy makes on it. 
The fall of Fort Hatteras, with the unnecessary capture of 700 of our best 
men, has fully aroused our people to a consideration of their exposed 
condition. The commissioners of the town of Wilmington, acting in 
conjunction with the committee of safety, beg me to lay these facts 
before your Department and invoke its assistance. We think we have 
men enough to protect the fort and batteries both at the inlet and bar, 
thereby securing the safety of the town and the surrounding country, 
if they were drilled in the use of heavy artillery. Our soldiers are 
nothing but volunteers, and while they have abundant courage they 
would be useless for an attack unless instructed in the use of artillery. 
The above authorities, feeling the force of this, jointly applied to the 
Governor of the State that he would appoint Col. S. L. Fremont to super¬ 
intend the erection of coast batteries, and give such instructions as 
practicable to our soldiers in the management of guns. The Governor 
complied with their request; api^ointed him colonel of artillery. The 
captain having obtained leave of absence from the road, immediately 
undertook this responsible task, and has done much already to give us 
assurance of safety. I will merely remark concerning his characterthat 
he was born and educated at the North and is a graduate of the West 
Point Military Academy. He early married among us, and ever since 
considers our country as his home. Resigning his position in the Army, 
he for a few years was engaged in the survey of the coast of North 
Carolina, from which position he was removed to the superintendency 
of the Wilmington and Weldon Ptailroad, and as president of that com¬ 
pany for the last eight years, I can confidently say that I know of no one 
with us who could bring to our aid a better judgment or more energy 
than himself. He has for the last several days been intrusted by Gen¬ 
eral Gatlin with the superior command of that part of the Government. 
The commissioners and committee of safety would be gratified if you 
could give him in the Provisional Army such rank as would carry with 
it an authority superior to that of the colonels of the volunteer regi¬ 
ments, as in business he must necessarily come at times in collision with 
them. What rank it should be is left entirely to your better discretion. 
In addition to this fear, I would particularly request that you would 
detail such officers from the Confederate Army as may be qualified to 
give our men the needful instruction in the use of artillery, h or this 
purpose, without attempting to dictate, 1 would ^ 

mend the appointment of Capt. J. A. Brown, late of ^e Federal Army 
and now a citizen of our town, who has our unquahfied recommenda¬ 
tion, and beg that he be detailed for this purpose. But we leave all of 
this to your better judgment. There was another matter of 
tion with us on yesterday which, though not immediately connected 
with the defense of our coast, I would call your 
the propriety, the good feeling, of appointing one 
generals from the State. We have now twenty-six regiments in the 
Confederate service, the soldiers of which I 
duty when called into action, but I am candid in 
woiHd serve with more zeal and alacrity if there was a sympathy between 
them and their commanding generals. I ana aware that 
have not generally sought a military Hfe, and perhaps may h^^^ 
S Jn af^dani of material as otlier States wh^^^^^ 
erals but there are one or two exceptions—Col^aston Meares ana 
Colonel Martin. Colonel Meares was educated at West Pomt; removed 
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early in life to Arkansas, from wliick State Le went to the Mexican 
war on the staff of Colonel Yell. He afterward returned to his native 
State, and is now in command of Third Eegiment ISTorth Carolina State 
Troops. His many friends think that he is well qualified to discharge 
the duties of a brigadier-general. Eespecting the qualifications of 
Colonel Martin, his long and faithful service in the Federal Army is 
higher commendation than I can bestow on him. 

With great respect, 

[4.] W. S. ASHE. 


Eighmond, Septembe}^ 7, 1861. 

general E. E. Lee, 

Staunton^ Va.: 

GeneeAL : Your several communications reporting affairs connected 
vith your command have been submitted to the Secretary of War, who 
desires that an expression of his approval should be made to you. 
Medical officers recommended have been appointed and sent forward. 
Your obedient servant, 

E. H. CHILTOH, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[September 7,1861.?] 

Hon. L. P. Walker, 

iSeoretary of War: 

The memorial of the undersigned citizens of the counties of Lancas¬ 
ter and Eichmond, of the State of Virginia, in behalf of the citizens 
generally of these counties, as well as for the general interest and good 
of the Confederate States, respectfully represent that the county of 
Lancaster lies in the lower end of what is commonly known as the 
Northern Neck of Virginia, between the Chesapeake Bay on the east, 
and the Eappahannock Eiver on the west and southwest; that the 
county has a shore or coast of some forty or fifty miles on the bay and 
Eappahannock Eiver, besides a number of large creeks or inlets making 
in from the bay and river on each side, navigable for large-class vessels, 
and enabling them to penetrate several miles into the county in almost 
every direction. And in addition to these there is the Curratoman 
Eiver, a branch of the Eappahannock, running through the county and 
dividing it into two parts, which is navigable for seven or eight miles 
for large-class vessels and several miles farther for smaller ones. For 
several weeks past the enemy’s steamers have been running up and 
down the Eappahannock from its mouth to Moratico Creek, the bound¬ 
ary between the counties of Lancaster and Eichmond, sounding the 
shores of the river on both sides, and entering these creeks and the 
Curratoman Eiver, out of which they a few days ago took two vessels, 
one moored in the Curratoman Eiver, partly loaded with wheat, and 
the other in Deep Creek, loaded with vegetables and other provisions 
for the Fredericksburg market. Within the last two weeks also the 
enemy has taken off* from this county twenty-five or thirty slaves, all 
or most of them athletic young men. Eichmond County lies immedi¬ 
ately above Lancaster on the Eappahannock, and has a shore bordering 
on that river of thirty-five or forty miles. 

Your memorialists further state that there is no county in the State 
of Virginia or anywhere in the Confederate States more loyal and 
patriotic than the coimty of Lancaster. With a population of a little 
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over 4,000, not quite one-half of which are whites, the remainder being 
all slaves, except a few free negroes, and with the largest vote ever 
cast in the county of 432 in May last, which were given unanimously 
in favor of a separation of the State from the consolidated Government 
of the Northern States, she has raised five volunteer comx^anies, four 
of which have been taken from her for the general defense of the Con¬ 
federate States, leaving only one of those companies within the borders 
of the county for home defense, together with a few scattering militia, 
barely sufficient, if all brought together, to form another company, and 
which, for the reason that the county has furnished largely more than 
her quota of 10 x)er cent, of her white population in volunteers for the 
war, it seems at least doubtful whether they can be called into service 
or not. The county of Eichmond has also raised and sent out four 
volunteer companies, and has recently raised another company, which 
your memorialists are informed is tendering its services to the Govern¬ 
ment, and which makes its full quota of 10 per cent, of its white popu¬ 
lation, none of which, except the last-mentioned company, is retained 
in the county. That while this county has more militia remaining than 
the county of Lancaster, it is presumed that under the requisition for 
10 per cent, of the white population they cannot be called out, and if 
they can, it is a fact well known that such militia, whether in these 
counties or elsewhere, is almost totally inefficient for defense. 

Your memorialists further state that within these counties there is 
a large amount of wealth, consisting of fully 2,000 slaves in the county 
of Lancaster, with a large number^ but of about an equal proportion of 
its population, in the county of Eichmond, with very many substantial 
and comfortable dwelling-houses, with the necessary outhouses, and a 
smaller number of more elegant edifices in both counties, with much 
valuable real estate, of which they constitute a part; a large amount 
of stock and other personal estate, and a large amount of grain of the 
last and present years’ crops yet on hand, all of which, as well as the 
lives and liberties of our people generally, and the honor ot our 
women, is exposed to the marauding depredations of the enemy; that 
the slave population is becoming restless and discontented on account 
of the frequent escapes of that class of our population, and that there 
is great danger of losing a very large number of those slaves. It is 
only by the protection of our property that we shall be able to pay our 
portion of the required revenues of the Government, which, as loyal 
citizens, we are willing and anxious to pay to the Government of our 


Tour memorialists farther state that they have called upon Brigadier- 
General Holmes, in command of that part of the State to which they 
belong, for some protection in their exposed and defenseless condition, 
but that after repeated calls they have only been able to obtain a com¬ 
pany of cavalry armed with pistols and sabers only, w^cli, though it 
be a most gallant company that would render most ^flicient service 
when it could come in contact with the enemy, is wholly inefecient in 
acting against an enemy who keeps on board his ships, or, if he leaves 
them and comes on shore, keeps himself under cover ol his heavy artil¬ 
lery on board of those ships, while he is constantly annoymg our 
peaceable citizens by passing up and down om shores 
few soldiers we have and even upon peaceable fishermen, shelling our 
houses, and enticing and carrying off our slaves. 

Your memorialists fufther state that they have been informed that 
some time ago an order was issued from department of the^^^^^ 
ment over which you preside for the construction of fortifications at 
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Gray’s Point and Cherry Point, on the Eappahannock Kiver; that 
guns were actually sent to the former place, and a regiment of infantry 
ordered to each place for the protection of those engaged in the 
intended fortifications, but that this order was countermanded ui)on 
representations made to the Department by some officious person or 
persons that these fortifications were unnecessary, and that the locali¬ 
ties where they were intended to be erected were so unhealthy as to 
make it impossible to keep a force there, which would be cut off, not by 
the enemy, but by the diseases incident to the climate. !N'ow, your 
memorialists assert that there is not a more healthy situation than 
Cherry Point to be found anywhere in the State of Virginia; that about 
this place the banks of the river are high; that there is no marsh in 
the neighborhood, and being very near the mouth of the river it has 
the constant breezes from the bay always blowing upon it, and such 
situations are known through the lower country to be proverbially 
healthy, and in this respect no way inferior even to the mountainous 
ranges of the country. 

Your memorialists forther state that the river between these points 
is less than two miles wide; that fortifications erected thereon would 
completely command the Eappahannock, and leave but a small portion 
of its shore and of the bay shore to be defended below, and would be 
an entire protection to the whole country drained by the Eappahan¬ 
nock above. Your memorialists beg leave also to call the attention of 
the Department to the necessity of these fortifications on the Eappa¬ 
hannock Eiver as a defense to the city of Eichmond. At present there 
is nothing to prevent the enemy from landing in any force he may think 
proper at Urbana, in Middlesex County, and fcom that point to the 
York Eiver Eailroad at West Point is only about sixteen miles. It 
will be recollected also that Urbana is not more than twenty miles 
from the track of the enemy’s steamers in going up and down the 
Chesapeake Bay; that it would be an easy matter for them to fit out 
an expedition against Eichmond, run their steamers up the Eappahan¬ 
nock, land their forces at Urbana, and march across to West Point, 
take possession of the railroad there, and move on to Eichmond before 
any army of the Confederate States could be gotten in position to meet 
them from any point at which an army is now encamped known to your 
memorialists. 

Your memorialists further state that so far as the protection to their 
counties above is concerned they believe that an efficient battery of 
rifled cannon of flying artillery would be sufficient for their defense, as 
such a battery could probably keep off the enemy’s steamers from 
landing, and indeed drive them from the river, unless they should 
attempt to land in force for the purpose of moving on Eichmond, and 
in that event they would not land on their side of the river, but on the 
Middlesex side. 

Your memorialists further state that they have recently been informed 
that no longer ago than last week or the week before an order was issued 
from this Department to Colonel Eichardson, of the Forty-seventh Eegi- 
ment of Virginia Volunteers, to move his regiment to the county of 
Lancaster; that General Holmes imblicly said that he would have that 
order countermanded if he could; that Colonel Eichardson positively 
refused to obey the order; that the lieutenant-colonel of that regiment 
was sent to Eichmond to obtain a countermand of that order, and that 
the order has been countermanded. Your memorialists would most 
respectfully ask if the information they have received be correct And 
if so, they beg most respectfully to ask if their section of the country 
is to be abandoned to the enemy becaixse either a general or subordinate 
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officer of -the Army is opposed to going to that section upon the false 
notion that it is unhealthy. And suppose it be true that it is un¬ 
healthy, are our people and their property to he abandoned to the 
tender mercies of the enemy because unfortunately they live in an 
unhealthy country, and that when their own soldiers have been taken 
away from their defense? And they would most respectfiilly ask if 
this be the protection that they are to look for from the Government of 
their choice? They cannot believe it; and they humbly and most 
respectfully pray that the Government will take some steps for their 
defense. Could they have their choice, they would say let the batteries 
at Cherry Point and Gray’s Point be erected as was originally contem¬ 
plated and a regiment of infantry be sent for the protection of each. 
If this cannot be thus, then they would ask that they might have a bat¬ 
tery of flying artillery with rifled cannon for their defense. And if they 
cannot have this, let them have a sufficient infantry force to keep the 
enemy on his ships and prevent his landing on onr soil, and so to guard 
the shores of the county as to prevent the escape of their slaves. And 
if this cannot be, at least they would ask that their own soldiers, who 
are not afraid of the climate, may be sent back, to give them such pro¬ 
tection as they may be able to give. And your memorialists, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray, &c. 

SAML. GEESHAM, of Lancaster County. 

A. L. GARTEE, of Lancaster County. 

THOMAS JONES, of Richmond County. 

We file herewith a note of introduction by Governor Letcher. 


[Inclostire.] 

September 7,1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I beg leave to introduce to you Colonel Carter, Mr. Gresham, 
and Lieutenant Jones, who reside on the Eappahannock Eiver. These 
gentlemen desire to confer with you respecting matters in which they 
have the deepest interest, the defense of their section. These are gen¬ 
tlemen of the highest respectability and are entitled to consideration. 

I am, truly, . LETCHEE. 

[ 6 .] - 


Fairfax Coubt-Hoitse, S^tember cs’, 1861 . 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

It is important that the telegraph line be extended, to Mason’s Hill, 
eight miles in advance of this. Most of the distance is along turnpike 
leading hence to Alexandria. 

M<«t resperttuUy, ^ LON6STBEBT, , 

rg 1 Brigadier-Generali Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Valley Mountaini September 8,1861. 

General John B. Elotd, 

Commanding Army of Kanawha: 

General : From reports that have reached me by citizens of Web¬ 
ster County I have thought it probable that the enemy s force you 
mention at Suttonsville is being increased with a view of making a 
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sudden blow at you. It is said that five regiments have been moved 
toward that point. Your position seems to be an inviting one for 
such a movement. I hope you are well informed of the enemy^s force 
and probable intentions, and unless sufficiently strong would recom¬ 
mend recrossing the Gauley. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[5.] General^ Commanding. 


Stjmmersville, Ya., September 5, 1861. 

General Floyd: 

Siu: ISTews has just reached me of the advance of the enemy to ndhr 
Powell’s Mountain, twelve miles and a half distant. They report 
re-enforcements at Sutton, and this advance is made in consequence. 
The scouts report an advance party of 2,000, followed by 4,000 more. 
If this is true, they are intended to re-enforce Cox. If it is smaller, 
they want to drive us from this place. I do not think the force is as 
large as reported, but they are advancing with some force. I report 
these facts to you m conformity to your instructions. I have ordered 
the wagons at the mill to load and leave for your camp. They will 
leave some corn, which cannot be taken away for want of wagons. All 
the meal, however, will go. 

In haste, JNO. MoOAUSLAND, 

[5.] Colonelj Commanding. 


. Confidential.] Headquarters, 

Valley Mountain, September 8, 1861. 

First. General H. E. Jackson, commanding Monterey Division, will 
detail a column of not more than 2,000 men, under Colonel Eust, to turn 
the enemy’s position at Cheat Mountain Pass at daylight on the 12tli 
instant, Thursday, During the night preceding the morning of the 
12th instant, General Jackson having left a suitable guard for his own 
position, with the rest of his available force will take post on the east¬ 
ern ridge of Cheat Mountain, occupy the enemy in front and co-operate 
in the assault of his attacking column should circumstances favor. 
The march of Colonel Eust will be so regulated as to obtain his position 
during the same night, and at dawn of the appointed day (Thursday, 
12th) he will, if possible, surprise the enemy in his trenches and carry 
them. Second. The pass having been carried. General Jackson, with, 
his whole fighting force, will immediately move forward toward Hat- 
tonsville, prepared against an attack from the enemy, taking every 
precaution against firing upon the portion of the army operating west 
of Cheat Mouhtain, and ready to co-operate with it against the enemy 
in Tygart’s Valley. The supply wagons of the advancing column will 
follow, and the reserve will occupy Cheat Mountain. Third. General 
Anderson’s brigade will move down Tygart’s Valley, following the west 
slope of Cheat Mountain range, concealing his movement from the 
enemy. On reaching Wyman’s or the vicinity he will report his force 
unobserved, send forward intelligent officers to make sure of his further 
course, and during the night of the 11th (Wednesday) proceed to Staun¬ 
ton turnpike where it intersects the west top of Cheat Mountain, so as 
to arrive there as soon after daylight on the 12th (Thursday) as possi¬ 
ble. He will make dispositions to hold the turnpike, prevent re-enforce¬ 
ments reaching Cheat Mountain Pass, cut the telegraph wire, and be 
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prepared if necessary to aid in the assault of the enemy’s position on 
the middle top of Cheat Mountain by General Jackson’s division, the 
result of which he must await. He must particularly keep in mind 
that the movement of General Jackson is to surprise the enemy in their 
defenses. He must, therefore, not discover his movement nor advance 
beyond a point before Wednesday night, when he can conceal his 
force. Cheat Mountain Pass being carried, he will turn down the moun¬ 
tain and press upon the left and rear of the enemy in Tygarf s Valley, 
either by the old or new turnpike or the Beckytown road, according to 
circumstances. Fourth. General Donelson’s "brigade will advance on 
the right of Tygart’s Valley Eiver, seizing the paths and avenues lead¬ 
ing from that side to the river and driving hack the enemy that might 
endeavor to retard the advance of the center along the turnpike or 
turn his right. Fifth. Such of the artillery as may not be used on the 
flanks will proceed along the Huttonsville turnpike, supported by Major 

Munford’s battalion, followed by the-,of Colonel Gilham’s brigade 

ill reserve. Sixth. Colonel Burks’ brigade will advance on the left of 
Tygart’s Valley Fiver in supporting distance to the center, and clear 
that side of the valley of the forces of the enemy that night obstruct¬ 
ing the advance of the artillery. Seventh. The cavalry under Major 
Lee will follow, according to the nature of the ground, in rear of the left 
of Colonel Burks’ brigade. He will watch the movements of the enemy 
in that quarter, give notice, and prevent if possible, any attempt to 
turn the left of the river, and be prepared to strike when opportunity 
ofl'ers. Eighth. The wagons of each brigade, properly packed and 
guarded, under the charge of their respective quartermasters, who will 
personally superintend their movements, will x>nrsue the main turnpike 
under the general direction of the acting quartermaster, in rear of the 
army and out of cannon range of the enemy. Ninth. Commanders on 
both lines of opycrations will particularly see that their escorts wear the 
distinguishing badge; that both officers and men take every precaution 
not to fire on our own troops. This is essentially necessary, as the 
forces on both sides of Cheat Mountain may unite. They will also use 
every exertion to xDreveut noise and straggling from the ranks, correct 
quickly any confusion that may occur, and cause their commands to 
rapidly execute their movements when in pi'esence of the enemy. 

B 3 ’- command of Brigadier-General Boring: ^ 

rg 1 Adjutant-General. 


Genebax, Obdees, \ Hbadqua]^'Bes of Noethytest, 

No. 10. Yalley Mountain^ Septanher 1861* 

The following organization of the Army of the Korthwe^ is pub¬ 
lished for the information of all concerned: 

H. E. Jackson—^Twelfth Georgia, Third Arkansas, 

second Virginia Eegiments, Hansbrough’sbattahon, Dan\nlle Artille^, 

and Jackson Cavalry. SecondBrigade,Bng.Gen.S.EAnder^n— FirJ^ 

Seventh, and FourteenthTennessee Eegiments, Hampden 
Ijexander’s companv of cavalry. Third Brigade, Brigadier-General 
Donelson—Ei ghth and Sixteenth Ten^ssee, l^rst and 
gia Eegiments, Greenbrier Cavalry. FoOTth 

ham—Twenty-first Virginia, Sixth HorthCarolina, B irs^attalnmot Pro- 
^^Snal Army, Troup Artillery. Fifth Brigade, Col. William B T^a- 
ferr^T wenty-thirdlTwenty-flfth, Thirty-seventh, and 
o-inia Eegiments, Eice’s and the Lee batteriosoi artillCTy. Six^Brigad^ 
Col. J- S. Burks—Forty-second and Forty-eighth Virginia Eegiments 
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and Lee’s cavalry. For field service, a section of the Hampden Artil¬ 
lery will be assigned to the Third Brigade, and one from the Troap 
Artillery with the Sixth Brigade. Commanders will send to the head¬ 
quarters as soon as practicable a return of their respective brigades. 

By order of General Loring: 

G. L. STEYENSOK, 

[5.] A dj utant- General, 


COOTIDBNTIAL.] HeAEQUARTEES, 

Valley Mountain^ Sejytemher 9^ 1861, 

General John B. Floyd, 

Commanding Army of Kanaicha^ Camp Ganley: 

General: Great efforts have been made to place this column in 
marching condition. Although the roads are continuous tracks of mud, 
in which the wagons plunge up to their axles, I hope the forces can be 
united with a few days’ supply of provisions, so as to move forward on 
Thursday, 12th instant. I therefore advise you of the probability that 
on your part you may be prepared to take advantage of it, and if cir¬ 
cumstances render it advisable to act on your side. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, * 

E. E. LEE, 

[5,] General Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Gauley, Septmnler P, 1861, 

Ool. St. GEORaE Oroohan: 

Sir: Tour favor of yesterday has been received. I have made 
arrangements which will be carried into effect as soon as possible to 
have the hospital in Lewisburg properly organized and supervised. In 
the meantime you are hereby authorized and instructed to gather up 
such of the soldiers as are parading the streets and troubling the town 
and bring them with your command of cavalry to this camp, or send 
them sooner if in your judgment they are fit for service. In other 
words, you will investigate the cases of the invalids and bring them 
into camp with you or send all of them who you may think can render 
service. You are also authorized to exempt from enlistment amon^ 
the militia all mechanics, artisans, &c., who in your judgment may 
render the public more efficient service by prosecuting their respective 
trades at home. The embarrassment of the brigade in consequence of 
there being no bonded quartermaster in Lewisburg shall be remedied 
immediately. To effect this I will order the quartermaster of Fifty- 
first Eegiment, Oapt. Mitchell Tate, who has executed his bond as 
quartermaster, to stop in Lewisburg and await my orders. I have 
received reliable information that the enemy are advancing from Sutton 
in large force, 6,000 strong. You will therefore hasten up with your 
cavalry as soon as they are able to move. In the meantime yon will 
make a memorandum of the purchases or of the expenditures which iu 
your judgment the interest of the brigade requires to be made in Lew¬ 
isburg, and leave it with Captain Tate. Or should he not be in Lewis¬ 
burg when you move, bring it with you. The Union man who has been 
admitted to bail you will have arrested if you can, and send all the 
prisoners at Lewisburg to Eichmond. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kamawlia, 
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^ _ SITMMERSVIELE, Ta.^ September 9, 1S61. 

General Floyd : 

Sir : The scents report a large force this side of PowelPs Mouataiii 
some eight miles distant. They were advanciag just before sunset. 
They further report the burning of Sutton and the wire bridge across 
Elk. This I can hardly believe, because I see no good reason for it. 
They report 100 or more wagons and say that the encampment last night 
covered two large fields. This, however, may have been done for efi'ert. 
The cavalry sent out yesterday reports heavy cannonading yesterday up 
the country. These reports I send for your consideration. I have "pre¬ 
pared my command for any emergency. Captain McCartney and Major 
Eeynolds passed here this evening; they lost some time here, but I has¬ 
tened them oH*, 

Eespectfully. 

JNO. McCAXJSLAXD. 

[o,] Colonel Commandbuj, dw 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Gauley^ September 9,1601. 

Col. W. J. Clarke, 

Gomdg^ Fourteenth Regiment North Carolina Volunteers: 

Bir : Eeliable intelligence has this evening reached General Floyd 
that the enemy, in large force, are advancing upon him within eighteen 
miles of this camp. You will therefore proceed at once, upon receipt of 
this, with your regiment to join him. The force of General Floyd at 
this camp is much inferior in number to that of the enemy reported to 
be advancing upon him. It is, then, highly important that all the re- 
enforcement which he can get should i^romptly join him, in order that 
he may be able to maintain his position here. 

By order, &c.: 

WILLIAM E. PETEES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General FloydPs Brigade. 

(Same letter written to Col. A. E. Wright Third Regiment Georgia 
Volunteers, and to Col. Walton Ector, Thirteenth Regiment Georgia 
Volunteers.) 

[5.j 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Monterey Line. 

^ Northwest Army’, 

No. 113. ) Greenbrier River, September 9,.1861. 

1. Major IBoykin, commaading Thirty-first Virginia "Voluiiteers, will 

report forthwith to Colonel Bust, commanding Third Arkansas Yolun- 
teers, for duty. , 

2. Lieutenant-Colonel Hansbrough, commanding battahon, wul re¬ 
port forthwith to Colonel Rust, commanding Third Arkansas, for duty. 

3. Major Eeger, commanding battalion, will report forthwith to Col¬ 
onel Fulkerson for duty. 

4. The troops brigaded under Colonels Fulkerson and Rust will draw 
forthwith four days’ rations of salt meat and hard bread. 

Bv command of Brig. Gen. H. R. Jackson, commanding line: 

^ ® F. S. BLOOM, 

Aide-de-Camp.. 
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Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Oamp Gauleyj September 9, 1861, 

Lieiitenant-Oolonel Oroohan: 

Sir: My letter already started before the last communication from 
you was received is an answer to this. I would like exceedingly to do 
the things you suggest, but.I cannot spare you at the present moment. 

If my cavalry shall prove inefficiently armed I will convert them into 
infantry or mounted gunmen. They will in that way answer the pur¬ 
pose for this campaign. After we enter the Valley of the Kanawha, 
which by God’s help I hope shortly to do, we will have time enough to 
arm and equip our troops for more efficient services. In the meantime 
we must make all possible speed to take the field with all the force it 
is possible to command. The enemy is in strong force at Suttonsville 
and is menacing {Summersville, and u report reaches me to-day that 
Cox had received re-enforcements at mouth of Gauley. We must be 
actively moving; therefore I hope you will move up with all speed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Gauley^ September P, 1861, 

Maj. Gen. E. E. Lee: 

Sir: The salt-works at Bulltown are occupied by a regiment of the 
enemy, numbering 1,000 men, whilst the force at Suttonsville is at least 
3,000, so there is no means of procuring salt from that direction, nor is 
there for the present from the Kanawha Valley. There can, however, 
be gotten 3,000 or 4,000 bushels of salt from Warfield, a small salt-works 
on the borders of Kentucky across the river from Logan County. Sup¬ 
posing from your letter that the vsupply to your force is important, I 
have given orders to an active, energetic man to procure immediately 
wagons sufficient to take your supply of salt to Lewisburg. I will send 
a strong escort of cavalry whenever there is danger, to insure the safe 
delivery of the salt to your orders at Lewisburg. This is the only means 
by which salt can be furnished at present from this region of the wevst. 
Information, I know not how reliable, comes to me of a strong force, 
much beyond my own, advancing upon me from the direction of Sut¬ 
tonsville. My force is but little over one-half its strength, owing to 
sickness of every sort, arising from the wet weather and exposure. The 
regiments from Georgia and Korth Carolina have not come up, and my 
force here is less than 2,000 men. Still, I will fight whatever force the 
enemy may bring against me here, and if he does not advance I will, 
whenever the people I am expecting shall come up—advance to the 
Kanawha Eiver in the rear of General Cox. I am satiwsfied, from close 
observation in this region, that the enemy must be driven out, or if that 
is for the present unattainable, then there should be such a force sent 
into this country as will satisfy the inhabitants that the country will 
not be abandoned to the enemy. General Wise is about Hawk’s Nest, 
and seems very solicitous to keep liis command concentrated there. If 
a larger force could be sent to me without detriment to the service else¬ 
where, it would greatly promote the public interest. I am quite confi¬ 
dent that a great change could be enfor<ied upon the enemy’s plans if 
:we could again possess ourselves of the Kanawha Valley.' It is, I am 



Chap. LXm.] 


CORRESPOITDENCE, ETC.—COISTFEDERATE. 


287 


sure, quite attainable to cross the Ohio River and lay waste the right 
bank of the river, so as to force a withdrawal of the enemy from Vir- 
g'inia, or at least to materially jeopardize their supplies. A few regi¬ 
ments now would prove sufficient for this purpose. It is rumored that 
Cox is receiving re-enforcements at Gauley Bridge. If this be true, the 
necessity for strengthening our forces here becomes very urgent. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHls^ B. BLOYB, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha. 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Camp Gauley^ September D, 1861. 

Maj. Isaac B. Dunn: 

Sir : General Floyd addressed you a letter six days since urging you 
to hurry up by all possible means the regiments on the march to 
re-enforce him. He has this evening been reliably informed that the 
enemy in large force, not less than 4,000 strong, are advancing upon 
bim on this side of PowelPs Mountain. General Floyd’s force is not 
balf so strong as that of the enemy. He regrets exceedingly that the 
re-enforcements intended for him have not reached him, as with them 
lie could maintain his position here against any force which the enemy 
could send against him; whereas without them there is danger of his 
being overwhelmed by numbers. He has ordered the regiments at 
L/ewisburg, the Fourteenth North Carolina and the Third Georgia, to 
join him without delay, as it would be hard for him to be cut to pieces 
by superior numbers within so short a distance of forces sent to support 
him, and which by their presence could prevent it. You will, therefore, 
employ every means to enable these regiments to move at once upon 
receipt of this to his support. Orders have been sent to them to this 
effect. General Floyd has been unofficially informed that there is a 
third regiment on the way to join him, and is probably in Lewisburg. 
If so, the‘same order applies to it that has been sent to the two regi¬ 
ments above alluded to. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: 

WILLIAM E. PETERS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General^ FloyWs Brigade. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 274. 5 Richmond^ September 10^ 1861. 

VII. The artillery companies of Virginia Volunteers, commanded 
respectively by Oapts. 0.0. Otey and Alexander Jordan, now at Staunton, 
will proceed immediately to Yorktown and report to Brigadier-General 
Magruder, who will assign them to duty in the naval and intrenchment 
batteries at Gloucester Point. For the same service Oapt. W. 0. Jef- 
fress’ company of artillery, now in camp near this city, is detailed, and 
the company will move at once to report accordingly. 

By order: 

GEO. DBAS, 

[4.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Headquaetebs Army of the Kanawha, 

Camp Gauley, Septemher 10^ 1861. 

General A. A. Chapman : 

Dear Sir : Tlie enemy is gathering up his whole strength for an 
attack upon me at this place, which will not, I am sure, be deferred 
longer than the 12th or 13th at the farthest. Their force will consist 
of 5,000 men from Suttonsville, now within one day’s march of me, and 
such forces as he can spare, which I think will be about 2,000 men. To 
meet this force I have an inadequate number of men. I have there¬ 
fore determined to call upon you for 800 men. Send them under com¬ 
mand of your best colonel, and send them with full supplies for a week 
at least. Let them come with all possible speed, and send your men 
[as] thoroughly armed as you can make them. They ought to reach 
me early Thursday if they push forward, which I am sure you will urge 
them to do. 

I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

[5,] Brigadier^ General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 150. ( Richmond^ September 11, 1861. 

YII. Captain Penick’s company from Pittsylvania County, Ya., is 
attached to Major Montague’s battalion of Yirginia Yolunteers stationed 
near Williamsburg. 

#**##** 
XYIII. The following troops are assigned to the command of 
Brigadier-General Magruder, and will proceed with the least practi¬ 
cable delay to Yorktown, Ya., and I'eport to him for duty. Transpor¬ 
tation will be furnished at once. Should any companies of either 
regiment be unarmed, they will be left behind until arms can be pro¬ 
vided : Col. T. E. E. Cobb’s Georgia Legion, Col. Howell Cobb’s Six¬ 
teenth Georgia Yolunteers, Col. B. D. Fry’s Thirteenth Eegiment 
Alabama Yolunteers, Colonel Sulakowski’s Thirteenth Louisiana 
Yolunteers. 

# # * # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[4.J Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond, Ya., September 11,1861. 

Secretary of War: 

Dear Sir: I suggested to you this morning the propriety of send¬ 
ing by the way of the Northwestern road to Northwestern Virginia a 
few regiments of volunteers. General Lee, I learn, has commenced his 
march upon the enemy in Tygart’s Valley, in the county of Eandolph, 
and no doubt will drive the enemy from his position. And it seems to 
me that if a force was sent immediately by the way of Winchester 
along the Northwestern road the enemy could be certainly captured 
or driven out of that entire country. The Yankees are scattered in 
small detachments in various counties in the northwest, and are tak¬ 
ing our horses and cattle and quartering their army upon our people# 
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vVtat they have purchased has not been paid for, and I suppose never 
will. We have 40,000 good fighting men that are cut off by the lines 
of the enemy. Let them be released by driving out the enemy, and 
I guarantee that we will raise 10,000 troops there to defend that 
country. 

Hoping that you and the President -will immediately take this matter 
under consideration, I am, very respectfully, yours, &c., 

T. S. HAYMOND. 

[Indorsement.] 

I reside in the northwestern part of the State, and fully agree with 
General Haymond in his opinions and concur in his suggestions. 

JOHN BEANNOH. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oefioe, 

No, 161. i Richmond, September 12,1861. 

* * # # # # 

XII, The eight unarmed companies of Louisiana Volunteers now 
encamped near this city will constitute a battalion, which will at once 
proceed to Norfolk, Va., under the command of Lieut. Col. C. M. Brad¬ 
ford, Provisional Army, and report for duty at the batteries to General 
Huger, commanding. Col. Maxcy Gregg’s regiment. South Carolina 
Volunteers, will also proceed to Norfolk, Va., and report for duty to 
General Huger, commanding. Transportation will be furnished at 
once. 

**###** 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO. WITHEKS, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Ofeice, 

No. 276. J Eiehmondj September 12^ 1861. 

**#**## 

XVI. The Sixth Eegiment Virginia Cavalry is hereby constituted, and 
as such will be reported to General Johnston, commanding the Army of 
the Potomac: Colonel, Charles W. Field^ lieutenant colonel, Williams 
C. Wickham; major, J.Grattan Cabell. Companies: Governor’s Guard, 

Captain-; Henrico Light Dragoons, Captain -; Loudoun. 

Cavalry, Capt. W. W. Mead; Eappahannock Cavalry, Oapt. J. S. Green; 
Wise Dragoons, Capt. J. A. Adams; Fairfax Cavalry, Capt. E.B.Pow¬ 
ell; Dulany Troop, Capt. E. H. Dulany. Three other companies will 
hereafter be assigned to this regiment. 

# # # # # # 

XVIII. The four companies of artillery commanded, respectively, by 
Capts. C. L. Snodth, J. B. Oosnahan, Alex. H. Hankins, and W.E. Gar¬ 
rett, are detached from Colonel Ewell’s regiment, Thirty-second Vir¬ 
ginia Volunteers, and are assigned to the regiment of artillery to be 
organized in the Army of the Peninsula by Brigadier-General Magruder, 
commanding. The held officers of this regiment are Col. George W. 
Eandolph, Lieut. Ool. H. 0. Cabell, and Maj. J. Thompson Brown. 

XIX. The Franklin Fire Eaters, Capt! E. T. Bridges; Franklin 
Sharpshooters, Capt. W. T. James; Eivanna Guards, Capt. JohnB. 
Magruder, and Whitehall Guards, Oapt. J, Augustus Michie, Virginia 
19 R R-—VOL LI, PT II 
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Volunteers, in camp near this city, are assigned to Colonel Ewell’s 
regiment, and will proceed without delay to Williamsburg. 

##*#*** 

By ordei’ of: 

GEO. DBAS, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gam;p Walker^ September 12^ 1861, 

General A. A. Chapman: 

Sir: On the 10th instant the enemy, 8,000 strong, commanded by 
Eosecrans, advanced upon me at my position on the right bank of Gau- 
ley. They commenced the attack upon me at 3.15 p. m. and the contest 
lasted until night. They were repulsed by my men in five distinct and 
successive charges. As their force was overwhelmingly large as com¬ 
pared with my own, I determined to recross the Gauley as instructed 
to do by General Lee, and take position on the left bank. This I did 
without accident, in perfect order. My injury in the engagement was 
insignificant, amounting to only twenty wounded. The loss of the 
enemy, I have reason to believe from the statements of prisoners and 
from other sources, very considerable. But the country I find entirely 
exhausted of every means of subsisting my people, and the enemy 
in very strong force is, I understand, crossing the river with a view 
to a movement upon Lewisburg. I have hence resolved to fall back 
beyond the junction of the Meadow Eiver road and the turnpike, 
with the view of checking their advance by the former. You will there¬ 
fore fall back through the county of Monroe, with the view of co-operat¬ 
ing with and joining me if necessary at Meadow Bluff. Upon this we 
can later confer, as I shall communicate with you often and inform you 
of my movements. 

. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JKO. B. ELOYD, 

[5. J Brigadier- General^ Gommandmg, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Walker^ September 12^ 1801. 

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise : 

Sir: I understand that the position near the Hawk^s Kest lately 
- occupied by yon, and which a force of militia was ordered to take and 
defend, has been abandoned by them. The position is well known to 
you. Yon will send at once a force adequate to protect it. 

Your obedient servant, 

WM. B. PETEES, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Floydh Brigade, 

The above is signed by the adjutant of General Floyd as the latter 
has not the use of his right hand. 

[ 5 .] _ 

Special Orders, > Adjt. and Insp. General’s Opeioe, 

No. 152. j Richmond, Se^temher 13,1861. 

*##•*** 

XII. Colonel Russell’s Twentieth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, 
and Colonel Phillips’ Legion, Georgia Volunteers, will immediately 
proceed to Lewisburg, Va., and report to General Floyd, commanding. 
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XIII. The two regiments of Georgia Volunteers which have been 
longest at Lynchburg, Va., will immediately proceed to Manassas, Ya., 
and rei)ort for duty to General J. B. Johnston, commanding. 

******* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 


General Orders ^ Headquarters Advanced Forces, 

> Army of the Potomac, 

No. 2. ) Septeniber 13^ 1861, 

The commanding general is pleased to express his high appreciation 
of the conduct of the officers and soldiers under Colonel Stuart in the 
combat at Lewinsville on the 11th instant. Such deeds are worthy the 
emulation of the best trained soldiers. Three hundred and five infantry, 
under Major Terrill and a section of artillery, under Captain Eosser, and 
a detachment of the Bhrst Cavalry, under Captain Patrick, met and 
routed at least thrice their numbers of infantry, artillery, and cavalry 
without loss. This handsome afRiir should remind our forces that num¬ 
bers are of little avail compared with the importance of coolness, firm¬ 
ness, and careful attention to orders. If our men will do themselves 
justice, the enemy cannot stand before them. 

By order of Brigadier-General Longstreet; 

F. S. AEMISTEAD, 

[5.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Meadow Bluff, September 13,1861. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Floyd: 

Sir; Hearing on the night of the 11th that you had had an engage¬ 
ment with the enemy and had fallen back across Gauley, I dispatched 
a picket immediately to Hughes’ Ferry by the Wilderness road, fearing 
that they might attempt your rear by that route or come on to the 
turnpike and cut oif your supplies. I have moved on my cavalry at 
the earliest moment practicable, and have determiiiecl to halt for 
further orders, for the I'eason that I am informed by an officer from your 
camp. Lieutenant Quarriei', that you have ordered (he Georgia an<l 
North Carolina I'egirnents to halt at Tyree’s, and have taken u]) your 
headquarters at Jlogwood Gap. As the whole comidexion oi* affiiirs 
has changed since I heard from you, and as the Wilderness road is a 
very important way of entrance for the enemy, I have considered it 
probably better for me to send to you for instructions, and in the mean¬ 
time keep a force upon the Wilderness road. I feel that this is my 
proper course, although it may be seemingly disobeying instructions, 
for the reason that there is a road leading from McClung’s, on the Wil¬ 
derness road, ten miles from Hughes’ Ferry, which leads to Nicholls’ 
Mill, on the Meadow River, and thence leads into the turnpike near 
Frank Tyree’s, at foot of Big Sewell. The enemy can take either that 
road or come straight to the turnpike one mile from here. There is also 
another road, leading from Gauley River at Williams’ Ferry and, cross¬ 
ing Coal Knob, comes in at Lewisburg through Williamsburg, or through 
the latter place to the turnpike, four miles above this. These roads are 
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very important routes to the enemy, and I shall watch them with all 
my available force until I receive orders from you. I have had a picket 
on the Wilderness road near Hughes’ Ferry since yesterday morning. 
I sent it from Lewisburg. A force of about 200 militia will join me 
to-day from Lewisburg. I await your orders. 

I am, sir, respectfully, 

ST. GEO. CEOGHAN, 

[5.] Lieutenant-Colonel^ Cavalry, 


Headquarters Army op the Kanawha, 

Gamp near Tyree’s^ September 18^ 1861, 

Lieut. Col. St. Georoe Oroohan: 

Sir : I am instructed by General Floyd to reply to your letter of this 
date. The report which reached you of an engagement with the enemy 
on the 10th was correct. They, between 8,000 and 9,000 strong,' with 
Eosecrans in command, advanced upon the position of General Floyd 
on the Gauley. Their approach was rapid, determined, and confident. 
The engagement commenced at 3.15 o’clock, and was continued till 
night put an end to it. The enemy werfi supported by two rifle cannon 
and four howitzers. They were repulsed in flve successive and resolute 
charges. The men under the command of General Floyd stood the 
fire well, and behaved themselves, I think, to his satisfaction. He did 
not sustain the loss of a single man. The nun)her of his wounded was 
twenty. The loss of the enemy, judging from the statements of pris¬ 
oners taken during the fight, must have been heavy. General Floyd, 
knowing that his force was vastly inferior to that of the enemy, and 
feeling that their advantage over him in numbers was enhaiujed by 
their having two rifle cannon, against which his temporary and imper¬ 
fect defense could not stand very long, determined to recross the 
Gauley. This he did with great success, not losing a man and without 
accidents of any kind. He proceeded to the turnpike and took position 
midway between the junctions of the Saturday and Sunday roads with 
it. The surrounding country, however, he found entirely exhausted 
of all means of subsisting his stock. This consideration, in addition 
to the fact that he was informed the enemy was crossing the river 
probably at two points, Oarnifix and Hughes’ Ferries, with the view of 
moving upon Lewisburg, induced him to abandon this position, which 
he did this morning at 4 o’clock, and took up the line of march to tliis 
point. The above reference to the motives and objects of his action 
will readily suggest to you the light in which he regards your prompt 
movement in watching the Meadow Kiver road. He not only approves 
it, but instructs me to say that it is entitled to the highest commenda¬ 
tion and praise, evincing as well high military discrimination as prompt¬ 
ness and judiciousness of action. So deeply was he impressed with 
the importance of this road to the enemy in the accomplishment of 
their design upon Lewisburg and of their plan of intercepting his sup¬ 
plies, that he sent a corps of militia commanded by Colonel Henry to 
take position near Meadow Bluff and watch the road with all vigilance. 
You will continue to scout and guard the roads named in your letter 
until otherwise ordered. 

By order of Brig, Gen. John B. Floyd; 

WILLIAM B. PETEE8, 

15.] Assistant Adjutant-General^ FloyWs Brigade, 
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Eiohmond, 8eptemler 13,1801, 

General E. 0. Gatlin, 

Goldsboroughj 2^, G. : 

Eeport to me tbe atrengtli and position of eacli separate command in 
your department, what re-enforcements you expect from the State of 
North Carolina, and whether you can raise troops for local defense. 
Unarmed companies as far as may be necessary mav be received. 

S. COOPEE, 

[4,] Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldsborough, September 13^ 1861, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-General G, 8, Army^ Biclmond^ Va,: 

General : In reply to your dispatch of this date, I have to report 
that there are on the Cape Pear defenses two regiments of infantry, 
one company of cavalry, and one light battery, numbering about 1,700 
effective men. In further reply to your dispatch of this date, I have 
the honor to inclose an* imperfbct report of the number of troops in 
this department and their locations. Assistant Adjutant-General Eid- 
dick, who is now at Eichmond, has more perfect data as to the exact 
numbers, which he will furnish you. I went to Ealeigh yesterday with 
the view of ascertaining what troops I might expect to be furnisnedby 
the State. I learned that Clingman^s regiment, numbering 1,100 men, 
was at Asheville and was under orders for Wilmington. As they have 
a march of seventy miles to make before they reach the railroad, I do 
not look for them here for a week. They are to be furnished with arms 
on their arrival at Ealeigh. Colonel Shawls regiment, I was informed, 
had been ordered to Eoanoke Island; its strength I did not learn. 
Since the receipt of your dispatch I have telegraphed to learn the force 
I was to expect from the State, but could hear of but these two regi¬ 
ments. As to the number of troops to be raised for local defenses I 
am not informed, but under the authority of your dispatch I shall pro¬ 
ceed to raise such as I can and deem advisable. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[4-] Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldsborough, September 13,1801, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-General G, 8, Army, lUchmond: 

General : In further reply to ydur dispatch of the 12th instant I 
have the honor to inclose herewith a I'eport of the stations and proxi¬ 
mate number of effective troops serving in this department. The report 
is made in the absence of records. Assistant Adjutant-General Eid- 
dick, who is now in Eichmond, has more perfect data as to the num¬ 
bers which he has probably furnislied you. I visited Ealeigh yesterday 
with the view of ascertaining what additional number of troops the 
State would furnish, and have since telegraphed on the subject. I was 
informed that Olingman’s regiment, numbering 1,100, was at Asheville 
under orders for Wilmington, and Shaw’s regiment, number not stated, 
was under orders for Eoanoke Island. The orders for these two regi¬ 
ments probably came from the Governor of the State. Thev had not 
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been previously reported to me. It is not probable that the first-namec 
regiment will reach Wilmington for a week; the time of movement o 
the latter was not stated. As to the number to be raised for loca' 
defenses I am not informed, but under the authority of your dispatcl 
I will proceed to raise such as I can and in such numbers as in mj 
judgment seem advisable. In glancing over the report you will, I think, 
be struck with the very limited number of men compared with th< 
extent of the coast to be guarded, and I trust that the President wil 
think proper to send me three of the N'orth Carolina regiments unti 
others can be raised. There is a pressing necessity for them. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLI^^, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters Department op Horth Carolina, 

Goldsborough, 8eptem,ber 13, 1861. 

Eeport of the stations and proximate number of effective troops ii 
the Department of North Carolina on the 13th of September, 1861: 


For the defense of the Cape Pear: 

Two regiments of iufantry... 1,500 

One company of cavalry. 75 

One light artillery battery. 90 

-1,661 

Garrison of Fort Macon and its dependencies: 

Five companies serving as artillery. 400 

One company serving as light artillery. 80 

Two regiments of iufantry. 1,500 

-1,98 

Near New Berne: 

Two companies ^lorving ns heavy artillery. 150 

One company oi' nnilloiy (no horses). 80 

Five companies of infantry. 375 

- 60 

Near Washington: 


Total. 4, ,38 

On Roanoke Island: 

One regiment of Georgia Volimteers. 

Garrison of Fort Oregon. 


In glancing over the report you will, I think, be struck with the ver; 
small number of men compared with the great extent of coast to b* 
guarded, and I trust the President will think proper to send us thre 
of the North Carolina regiments, to serve in this department, unti 
others can be raised. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjuta^it-General, Richmond. 

[^•] _ 

Eichmond, September 13, 1861. 

Governor H. T. Clark, 

lialeigh, 2f. 0.: 

Please state the number of troops you have sent to the coast c 
North Carolina since the fall of Hatteras, and what addition you ca 
promptly make to those you have already sent. 

[4.1 


.rF'.PTi'’N DAVTS. 
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JKiIOHMOND, Sevtember 13, 1861. 

Greneral E. 0. Gatlin, 

Ifew Berne, IN'. 0. : 

GenbkAL: 1 transmit herewith copy of a telegraphic dispatch from 
the President to Governor H. T. Clark on the sul^eot of the transfer of 
the North Carolina State Troops to the C. S. service. You will perceive 
by the dispatch that it is contemplated that you should cause such of 
the troops thus transferred and now serving in the State of North 
Carolina to be mustered into service. I do not find any instructions 
to you on this subject from this office, and this communication you will 
consider as instructions for the muster. 

Yours, &c., . S. COOPER, 

[4.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Special Obdees, ) Adjt. and Insi*. Genbeal’s Oepioe, 

No. 163. ) Richmond, September 11, 1861. 

* * ^ # * # * 

XVI. Colonel Ward’s regiment of Florida Volunteers will proceed t« 
Yorktown, Va., with as little delay as practicable, and report for duty 
to General Magnider, <iommauding. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[4.J Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Advanced Forces, 

[■ Army of the Potomac, 

Xo. 1. ) 8epte7nber 14^ 1861. 

The commanding otlicers of the different advanced positions will con¬ 
stantly employ every available hand in the construction of artillery- 
proof parapets in their fronts. Any deficiency in the implements nec¬ 
essary for the construction of these works will be speedily reported to 
these headquarters. 

By order of Brigadier-General Longstreet: 

F. S. ARMISTEAD, 

[5,J Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters, 

Xo. —. > Gamp on Valley JUDer, September 14j 1861. 

The forced reconnaissance of the enemy’s position, both at Cheat 
Mountain Pass and Valley River, having been completed and the char¬ 
acter of the natural approaches and nature of the artificial defenses 
exposed, the Army of the Xorthwest will resume its former position 
at such time and in such manner as General Loring shall direct, and 
continue its preparations for further operations. The commanding 
general experienced much gratification at the cheerfulness and alacrity 
displayed by the troops in this arduous operation, the promptitude 
with which they sxxrmounted every obstacle, driving in and capturing 
the enemy’s pickets on the fronts examined, and exhibiting that readi¬ 
ness for attack which gives assurance of victory when a fit opportunity 
oflPers. 


[ 6-1 


R. E. LEE 
Generak Gomnw 
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Headquarters Department oe ^^Torth Carolina, 

Goldshoroughj September 14^ 1861. 

Ool. J. Gr. Martin, 

Adjutant-General^ Raleigh^ W. G.: 

Colonel : Be so good as to inform me what troops, besides Cling- 
man’s and Shawls regiments, it is contemplated by the Governor to raise 
for the defense of li^orth Carolina, and by what time I may expect them. 
It is necessary that I should have at least five additional regiments, and 
that speedily. 

Very respectfully, B. C. GATLIE, 

[4.] Brigadier-General^ G. S. Army. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Advanced Forces, 

No. 3. ] Fairfax Gourt-Eouse^ September 15^ 1861. 

The undersigned relinquishes command of this station. 

JAMES LONGSTEBBT, 

[5.] Brigadier- General^ Gommanding. 


Headquarters Army op the Kanawha, 

Gamp Sewellj September 15^ 1861. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President Gonfederate States of America: 

Dear Sir : Amidst the multiplicity of your trials and vexations I 
had hoped that no ground of annoyance from this quarter of the 
country should be superadded to your burden. In this, however, I 
regret to say I find myself mistaken. Things have assumed a com¬ 
plexion here which require your prompt and immediate action. The 
petty jealousy of General Wise; his utter ignorance of all military rule 
and discipline; the peculiar contrariness of his character and disposi¬ 
tion, are beginning to produce rapidly a disorganization which will 
prove fatal to the interests of the army if not arrested at once. He 
obeys no order without cavil, and does not hesitate to disregard a positive 
and peremptory order, upon the most frivolous pretext, as you will see 
from the official correspondence I have transmitted to the Department. 
The obvious and probably the proper course for me to pursue would 
have been instantly to have arrested General Wise and sent him to 
Eichmond. This, however, would not have cured the evil, for he has 
around him a set of men extremely like himself, and the demoralization, 
of his corps I incline to think is complete. But such a course, whilst 
it could not have arrested the evil of which I complain, would certainly 
have been productive of others more annoying and as much to be 
regretted, if not more than those I desire to be remedied. Upon his 
arrest and trial parties necessarily could be made to divide, and the 
enemies of your Government and of the country attempting stealthily 
to organize, and who will organize before very long, would seize upon 
such an incident to shape, if possible, public opinion, or direct public 
sentiment and sympathy. Besides, it would tend to distract public 
attention from the great and absorbing subject of the war to the 
insignificant affairs ot individual disputes. The course I have decided 
to pursue will, I think, result in an active and clamorous support of 
you and your measures by that gentleman and his friends, becatise his 
transfer from the line by a simple order will save him from the pains 
and penalties of being cashiered, which would be his inevitable fate if 
charges were preferred against him, and in that event his whole 
influence would be lent to any opposition, however unscrupulous. It is 
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impossible for me to conduct a campaign with General Wise attached 
to my command. His presence with my force is almost as injurious as 
if he were in the camp of the enemy with his whole command. He is 
perpetually attempting to justify his own former blunders by inducing 
me to repeat the same. He was bitterly opposed to my crossing the 
river and declared even to my teamsters that I would be cut all to 
pieces. On both occasions when he knew I was to light he refused 
to come to my assistance; but worst of all is the spirit of antipathy and 
dislike which he attempts to engender in the minds of his ofiBcers and 
men toward everybody under my command. I hope you will pardon 
me for making a suggestion by which these difficulties can be most 
easily obviated and the public interest in this quarter best promoted. 
It would be to order General Wise with his legion to service either 
with Beauregard or Magruder. The transportation which he has 
accumulated could be turned over into the hands of a quartermaster at 
Jackson’s River appointed to receive it; so could the artillery, which 
could be replaced to him if need be upon his arrival at the head¬ 
quarters of his commander. To replace him here, an equal number of 
regiments with his could be ordered from Lynchburg and could be 
brought straight forward with the transportation left by him at Jack- 
son’sEiver. If this be promptly done, I feel entirely confident now, after 
the little experience I have had, that the forces can still be marched into 
the Valley of the Kanawha and the country rescued from the invaders 
before the winter fairly sets in. With an army of respectable force 
upon the banks of the Ohio below the mouth of the Kanawha, the 
commerce of Cincinnati and Pittsburg can be destroyed, and by cutting 
off the supplies of coal which annually pass down the Ohio River to 
Cincinnati, an amount of actual suffering can be inflicted upon that 
town which would fully counterbalance all the injuries received by 
Western Virginia at the hands of her invaders; and even beyond this 
a system of forays for the invasion of the Ohio shore could be put in 
operation which will inflict serious losses on all the border counties 
and will produce consternation throughout the whole State. We made a 
good fight last Tuesday at Camp G auley. Rosecrans, with ten full regi¬ 
ments, attacked our force, numbering less than 2,000, in our rude 
intrenchments, and kept up an almost unintermitted assault for four 
hours. We repulsed him in five separate assaults, the last of which 
occurred at dark, when he drew off’ for the night. Finding myself 
before an overwhelming force abundantly armed with the most approved 
rifle cannon, I determined to recross the river during the night, which 
I did without an accident, the enemy being so crippled that he could 
not pursue. They confess among themselves to a loss of several hundred 
killed and wounded. ISorae of the neighboring people who passed 
through the encampment and over the battle-ground the day after 
state that they heard the officers acknowledge amongst themselves to 
a loss of 700 killed and wounded. Two men of ours held by them as 
prisoners, who effected their escape the night after the battle, declare 
that same statement was made by them in the camp. The same superin¬ 
tending Providence that seems to have protected our arms everywhere 
shielded us again at this fight with Rosecrans. We escaped with less 
than twenty wounded, and not a man killed. 

With the kindest wishes for your health and happiness, I am, very 
truly, your friend, b. FLOYD. 

P. S.—I am complaining a little from an injury in my right arm that 
prevents me from signing my own letter. 

15.1 
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Ealeioh Court-House, Ya., September 15,1861. 
Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, 

Commanding Wise Legion: 

General : I have returned to this point iu obedience to your and 
General Floyd’s concurrent orders, but I am sorry to say that the order 
to retreat via Pack’s Perry to Meadow Bluff has operated very disas¬ 
trously as to my command, it having been greatly reduced in numbers 
from desertions, chiefly in the Fayette regiment, though not altogether. 
It has nearly been reduced one-half, and if I march from here toward 
Pack’s Ferry I will have but a ^‘corporal’s guard.” I am fearful 
nothing but extreme means will check the state of things, and I will 
be driven thereto, and desire your instructions in the matter. May I 
respectfully suggest to you, general, that while I can render little serv¬ 
ice to General Floyd and yourself by marching a small command, with¬ 
out tents or cartridge-boxes, to Meadow Bluff*, yet, if permitted to rest 
my fatigued men, for they have been exhausted with constant and 
severe scouting under Captain Caskie and my lamented adjutant, 
Captain Loughborough, for the whole four weeks we have been in the 
field, and to recruit my numbers, it will be best to leave me operate in 
these counties of Ealeigh, Fayette, Boone, &c., while General Chap¬ 
man’s well-armed and equipped brigade of 1,600 men operates with 
yourself and General Floyd. Besides, general, Col. J. Lucius Davis is 
now here with four companies of your cavalry, after striking a sudden 
and most effective blow upon the enemy on Coal Eiver, and is desirous 
of the co-operation of my riflemen and sharpshooters in striking him 
at various points. Cotton HOI, Loop Creek, Miller’s and Bowyer’s 
Perries, &c. I can thus render more service than in any other way. I 
beg, therefore, I may be permitted to remain here until I can refill my 
ranks and obtain tents and cartridge-boxes, as I intend sending an 
agent at once to Eichmond to obtain them. I have most completely 
blocked the road from Montgomery’s Ferry over Cotton Hill. By the 
way, the enemy shows very few tents at Gauley Bridge, and his posi¬ 
tion there could be taken by a sudden blow. His picket 0])posite 
Miller’s Ferry fired on my scouts and picket yesterday afternoon across 
the river. I left Fayette Court-House at 7 j). m. last evening, six or 
eight hours after General Chapman’s forces left, in order to bring oft' 
all my provisions, stores, &c. 

Yery respectfully, general, your most obedient servant, 

ALFEED BBOKLEY, 

Brig. Gevi., Comdg. Twenty-seventh Brigade, Colonel of Volunteers. 

[5.] 


Headquarters Department oi? FTorth Carolina, 

. Goldsborough, ISeptember 15, 1861. 

His Excellency Henry T. Clark, 

Governor of North Carolina: 

Governor : I cannot impress upon you too strongly th 0 necessity of 
large additions to the forces in this department and that as speedily as 
possible. I much fear that this matter has been too long neglected. I 
am satisfied that not less than five regiments, in addition to those 
already reported, will be found necessary. No reliance should be 
placed on the expectation of troops being sent back from Yirginia, for 
I am told that none will be sent. I hope that immediate steps will be 
taken to raise the required troops. Surely, if it is made knowu that 
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troops are wanted to defend onr State against threatened invasion there 
will be no want of volunteers. 

Yerv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. G. GATLIlSr, 

[4.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Camp Seivell^ September 16^ 1861. 

Lieutenant-Colonel OrogtHAN: 

Sir : Your dispatch of 2.30 p. m. yesterday has been received. I am 
instructed by General Floyd to reply by saying that there have reached 
him Avithin the last fourteen hours several sensational reports of the 
advance of the enemy in strong force, 5,000 strong. These reports, 
however, have not been verified. The general is making preparation 
to receive them on the western descent of Big Sewell just above 
Walker’s. As to the condition of your cavalry, and in consideration of 
the difficulty of procuring foi*age for them, you are [.nc] he instructs me 
to suggest to yoir whether it would not be better for you to select 100 
of the most available, to put the horses of the rest on some good x)asture 
at a convenient distance from the Bluff, and to employ the men in 
obstructing the road to Hughes’ Fei'ry, and in operating generally on 
foot until they may be needed on horses. This, however, the general 
does not order, and would like to hear from you on the course suggested, 
if you entertain any doubt as to its expediency or policy. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, commanding Army of the 
Kanawha: 

WILLIAM E. PETEE8, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General^ Floyd^s Brigade. 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Camp Sewell^ September 16^ 1861. 

Ool. G. F. Henry: 

Dear Sir: Upon further information received by me to-day and 
upon mature reliection on the contents ot your dispatch, I think it 
proper to say to you that it becomes a matter of vital importance to pre¬ 
vent, if possible, and if not possible to prevent, then certainly to retard, 
the advance of the enemy upon the Wilderness road. Information 
comes in such shape that I would not feel justified in disregarding it, 
that theenemy have (irossedor arecertainly crossingtheGauleyEiver at 
Hughes’ Ferry, in very large numbers. They of course, can have but one 
object, which is to attack Lewisburg. The column advancingonthis road 
is intended to delay the movements of our column until the enemy upon 
the Wilderness road can get into our rear. This must be prevented, 
and one of the best inodes by which it can be done is for you to go 
down as far as possible on the Wilderness road with all your force and 
spare no |)ains or labor to obstruct it completely. The closer these 
obstructions are to the river, the more 'desirable it is, and every point 
should be obstructed where such a thing is possible. Your prompt 
attention and active exertion in this behalf will be extremely service¬ 
able to the public interest. ^ ^ -l 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHK B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-Genera^ Commanding Army oj" the Kanawha. 



300 


MD., E. K. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. LXm. 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gmnp Seivell^ September 16^ 1861. 

G-eiieral A. A. Chapman: 

Sir: Your letter of yesterday has just reached me, and I hasten to 
reply. I regret very much the spirit of dissatisfaction and discourage¬ 
ment among your command, of which you speak in your letter. For this 
I conceive there is no ground whatever. My movement in crossing the 
Gauley and falling back to this point was one of necessity, induced by 
the sudden movement of an overwhelming force against me. I adopted 
this, however, only after the enemy had been virtually beaten. This 
is acknowledged even in the report of Eosecrans himself, who says that 
I shifted my position across the Gauley, and in the same connection 
speaks of his loss under the terrific fire of my men. I am here, not in 
retreat, but to fight. I had held my position on the left bank of the 
Gauley, which I could have done with ease against any force, but it 
was necessary for me to fall back in order to meet their columns, which 
were converging in my rear. Then let your men be encouraged and of 
good cheer. I shall proceed at once to throw up intrenchments, and I 
desire that you will liold your command in readiness at some conven¬ 
ient and accessible point to co-operate with me, when the decisive fight 
with these people shall come oflf. When they (your men) do come I 
shall have ready for them breast-works, and even though our numbers 
may be inferior to theirs, our past experience assures me that we can 
and will whip them. The wound which I received in my arm is very 
insignificant. I shall keep you advised of my movements. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

eTOHK B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ko. 155. ( Bichnumdj S^temher 17^ 1861. 

**#*### 

XI. Oapt. James Gordon, of the Chickasaw Eangers, Mississippi 
cavalry, will proceed with his company to Manassas, Ya'., and report 
for duty to General J. E. Johnston, commanding. 

**##*## 

XYI. Colonel McMillan’s regiment Georgia Yolunteers will immedi¬ 
ately proceed to Goldsborough, X. C., and report for duty to General 
Gatlin. 

* * # * # # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutimt-Qeneral. 


Headquarters Advanced Forces, 

, September 17., 1861—70 a. m. 

Col. Thomas Jordan, 

A ssistant A djutant- General: 

Colonel: I have just heard through a woman from the enemy’s 
lines to one of our pickets that the enemy intends to occupy and fortify 
Lewins\dlle this week. I think it hardly probable that such a move 
will again be attemi)ted, yet I should think it the only move that can 
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be made in this direction. An attempt will probably not be made with 
a less force than 10,000, with a strong artillery force. To drive that 
force in I shall have two available pieces of artillery and probably 
1,500 of infantry. Though I think this force would drive the enemy in, 
it is hardly enough to count upon. I would prefer to have at least 
5,000 men and four other pieces of artillery; some heavier pieces than we 
have here. I hope the general will let me have his views upon the sub¬ 
ject as early as possible. On my arrival here on the night of the 15th 
I found that Ool. George H. Steuart’s regiment had at his request been 
allowed to remain here for another tour. This gives me six regiments 
here instead of five, as I understood the arrangements. It is none too 
many, and as they are quite comfortablehere, mostly housed, I have kept 
them. This is the weak point of the advance line, and should there¬ 
fore be better guarded. This point guarded will protect the flank and 
enable the forces from all the other points to make an easy retreat via 
Aimandale and to make a strong fight on the other side of the Acco- 
tink, if necessary or exx)edient. I hope the general will make us 
another visit as soon as he can. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LOKGSTEEET, 

[5.j Brigadier-General^ Qommanding^ 


EiOHMONb, September 17j 186B 

Ool. Daniel E. Eussbll, 

Twentieth Mmissippi Regiment^ Lynehburg^ Ya,: 

It is important you should join General J. B. Floyd with the least delay 
possible. Send me the names of staff officers recommended by you. 
Their appointments will be sent to your orders, Lowisburg. Avail of 
the transportation to-morrow, and if possible take subsistence as far as 
Lewisburg. 

S. OOOPEE, 

[5.J Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Eichmond, September 17 ^ 1801 . 

Governor II. T. Olark, 

. Raleigh^ N, G.: 

I shall not interfere with the disposition you have made of T. L. 
Olingman’s regiment. 

L. P. WALKEE. 

[ 4 .] 


Richmond, September 17 , 1861 . 

Governor H. T. Olark, 

Raleigh, N. C.; 

Ool. R. McMillan’s regiment Georgia Volunteers, armed and equipped, 
now at Lynchburg, Va., has been ordered to proceed to Goldsborough 
and report to General R. C. Gatlin. The President desires that you 
will direct Ool. R. Ransom to proceed, with his regiment, to this city. 

S. COOPER, 

[4.J Adjutamt emd Inspector General. 
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Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Oppioe, 

No. 281. ) Richmond, Septemher 18,1861. 

* * * # # # 

X. The counties of Prince George, Surry, King and Queen, and King 
William, are included in the military district occupied by the Army of 
the Peninsula, under Brig. Gen. J. B. Magruder. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

GEO. DEAS, . 

[4.] Assista7bt Adjutant- General, 


Special Oedees, } 
Xo. 156, ( 

* # 


Adjt. and Insp. General’s Ofeioe, 

Kielmiond^ /September ISj 1861, 

■X * # w 


III. Maj. W. P. Johnston, First Kegiment Kentucky Volunteers, will 
proceed to Manassas, Ya., and will report for duty with his regiment to 
General J. E. Johnston, commanding. 

***** 3t! sKi 

By command df the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEKS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Camp at Meadoio Bluffs September 18^ 1861, 

General A. A. Chapman : 

Sir: Yesterday morning the enemy, who had been attempting to 
MOSS at Hughes’ Ferry, left the ferry and retired in the direction of 
Summersville. Yesterday afternoon they threw a large force of infantry 
with cannon across the river at Carnifix Ferry. This force will unite 
certainly with that already on this side and attempt to fight a way to 
Lewisburg. In view, then, of the prospect of my having to fight tliese 
two columns combined, you will i)ut your command and that of General 
Beckley on the march without delay, with a view to join me at the 
earliest practicable moment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding A^'my of the Kanawha, 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldsborough^ September 18, 1861, 

General S, Cooper, 

Adjutant-General C, S. A^'my, Bichmo 7 id: 


Ge^ral: From the extent of coast to be guarded and the want of 
experience in most of the commanders of regiments, I would respect- 
fully recommend the appointment of two additional brigadier-generals 
for this department. Should these officers be sent me, I design to place 
one in command of the troops connected with the Cape Fear defenses, 
the other in command of those stationed from Bogne Inlet to Koanoke 
Island. General Anderson’s duties as commander of the coast defenses 
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will not permit liim to remain stationary for a long period. In bis 
absence from either of these districts an experienced commander is 
required. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIF, 


[ 4 .] 


Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Special Ordees, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppicb, 

No. 167. I Biolmond, September 19,1861. 

^ ^ ^ * 

XYIl. Captain Greenes company of Mississippi Volunteers will 
immediately repair to Manassas, Ya., and with Captain Dudley’s com¬ 
pany of Mississippi Volunteers now there will be united with the bat¬ 
talion under Lieutenant-Colonel Brandon to form a regiment, the 
command of which is assigned to Col. Benjamin G. Humphreys, Pro¬ 
visional Army. 

* * * 4{= * # * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHBES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 282. ) Richmond. /September 19^ 1861. 

# * # * # * * 

Y. The Dulany Troop, Virginia Volunteers, under Capt. Eichard 
H. Dulany, now at Ashland, will proceed by marches to join its regi¬ 
ment, Sixth Virginia Cavalry, serving with the Army of the Potomac. 
The quartermaster’s department will furnish transportation for the 
baggage. 

»**#*•♦ 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

GEO. DEAS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, 
Ho. 97. 


Hdqrs. Army op the Kanawha, 

Camp at Meadow Bluff, Beptember 19, 1861. 

The colonels of Twenty-second, Thirty-sixth, Porty-fifth, Piftieth, and 
Pifty-hrst Virginia Eegiments Volunteers, and of Thirteenth Georgia 
and Fourteenth North Carolina Eegiments, will each upon receipt of 
this proceed without delay with his entire command and all the 
intrenching tools in his i)OSsession to the bridge across Meadow Eiver, 
one and a quarter* miles west of this i)oiiit. Col. Henry Heth, Forty- 
fifth Eegiment Virginia Volunteers, will then assign to each command 
their work, A prompt execution of this order is urged, as the enemy 
in very large force are advancing upon this point and the works of for¬ 
tification very incomplete. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd:* 

WM. E. PETEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General^ Floydls 
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Eiohmonp, Sejptemher 19,1861, 

William H. Thomas, Esq., 

Raleigh, AT. G.: 

SiE: The President decides that the Cherokee battalion may be 
mustered into the service of the Confederacy, and thinks it can be 
used advantageously for the defense of the coast and swamps of North 
Carolina. The above is a reply to your letter of the 15th instant to the 
President. 

Yery respectfully, &c., 

E. H. CHILTON, 

[4,] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fbankfoet, 8epte7nher 20,1861. 

General John B. Floyd, 

Commanding Army of Kanawha: 

General : I have reached this point on my way to your camp. Major 
Eeynolds, whom I have met on the road, informs me that it is believed 
that the enemy in full force is crossing the Gauley to attack you. In 
that event I hope you will select the strongest point west of Lewis- 
burg. Collect all your force and throw up such breast-works as you 
can to oppose him. Phillips’ Legion and a Mississippi regiment was 
ordered on the 13th to report to you. If they have not done so, send 
back couriers to hasten them up; also send for General Chapman and 
Colonel Beckley to cross to your side, unless of more avail on the other. 
All your sick in rear of you ought to be sent well back—those at the 
Blue Sulphur, Lewisburg, &o. I have only a few cavalry with me and 
shall be obliged to halt for the night this side of Lewisburg. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[5.] General. 


Goldsboroug-h, September 20, 1801. 

General Anderson, or 
Colonel Fremont, 

Wilmington: 

General Cooper telegraphs: 

The following telegram just received from General Lawton at Savannah: Relia- 
hle private information satisfies me that an expedition has sailed for Fort Macon.'' 

Be on your guard. Send an engineer to Fort Macon. 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[4.] Brigadier- General. 


Eiohmond, September 20,1861. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis: 

Sir: Knowing the heavy pressure of business on your mind and the 
great inconvenience of personal interviews, I have taken tlie liberty of 
* presenting my views on the subject of our defenses in North Carolina. 
I am informed by Col. S. L. .Fremont, who has been superintending the 
batteries and forts, that in the course of a week or ten days the works 
protecting the entrances at the mouth of the river will be in a good and 
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reliable state of defense. Our only want now is found in the deficiency of 
good officers and men. General J. E. Anderson, who has been assigned 
to our coast, appears to inspire our people with much confidence. Our 
fear is that as General Gatlin, to whom he was to report for duty, had 
made it incumbent on him to superintend the whole range of the forti¬ 
fications of our long coast, it would be impossible for him to give suffi¬ 
cient attention to the more exposed localities. We have no means of 
direct communication between the difierent points of defense on our 
coast, and much more time is lost in traveling from place to place than 
is given to actual supervision. We think that one or two more active 
and energetic generals would be found very serviceable. By dividing 
our coast into three departments under the common superintendence of 
General Gatlin everything would go on much better. To show Your 
Excellency the propriety of this step I will mention this fact, that 
although Fort Macon is only seventy miles distant east from Fort Cas¬ 
well, it would require two days for an officer to pass from one post to 
another; and when at Fort Macon and required to go to Eoanoke 
Island, unless he had command of the sound, it would take him near 
three days to perform the trip. This difficulty of transportation must 
make it manifest that one officer cannot give his attention to such a 
long line of defense. We will not know at what point we will be 
assailed ixntil the attack is made. I am fully aware that in the selec¬ 
tion of military officers of high rank great scrutiny should be made 
into their qualifications, and hence, pretending to no military knowl¬ 
edge, it is with much diffidence I would suggest to Your Excellency, if 
in your opinion our defenses require an additional appointment of 
brigadier-generals, the names of Col. J. G. Martin and Col. Gaston 
Meares. The former, a graduate of West Point, has been long and 
honorably distinguished in the service of the old Federal Army. The 
latter, Colonel Meares, not a graduate, but a cadet of-West Point, 
served with credit in the Mexican war, and since the commencement of 
our ])resent difficulties has had the command of Third Eegiment Forth 
Carolina State Troops. From the high opinion expressed of his quali¬ 
fications by General Holmes, in whose division he has been serving, I 
feel assured that if you should apixoint him he would not disappoint 
the expectations of his friends. Eespecting an increase of the forces 
in Forth Carolina, our ixeople concur in the propriety of your not with¬ 
drawing forces from Virginia. We think if arms can be procured in a 
short time we can organize a force sufficient for our defenses. But on 
this subject 1 will make this suggestion: Colonel Clingman has under 
his command a regiment recruited in the mountains of Forth Carolina. 
They are unaccustomed to the sea-coast, and hence will be most exposed 
to sickness if moved down to our low, malarious country. Would it not 
be advisable to order them into Virginia and send in their place any 
regiment recruited from the sea-coasts^ If this suggestion should meet 
with your favorable consideration I would propose chat the exchange 
be made with First Eegiment Forth Carolina Volunteers. They are 
recruited for six months only, and their time of enlistment will expire 
in a few weeks. Would it not be advisable to send them back to Forth 
Carolina for home defense? If this were done I cannot believe that 
Tuaiiy of them would refuse to re-enlist. Indeed, I feel satisfied that 
nearly all of them would re-enlist to serve during the war for the 
defense of the State. 

With great respect, 

W. S, ASHE. 


20 R R—VCD LI, 1>T II 
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[Indorsement.] 

Secretary of War: 

G. J, Eains, late lieutenant colonel of U. S. Army, would be useful 
as an artillery officer in ISTorth Carolina, of wbich State lie is a native. 
He might be a brigadier-general, if another is found needful, and the 

coast might be divided into districts. 

^ J. DfAVIS], 

[ 4 .] 


Special, Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 159. J Richmond^ September SI, 1861, 

******* 

III. The designation of the Thirteenth Regiment of Louisiana Volun¬ 
teers, commanded by Colonel Sulakowski, will hereafter be the Four¬ 
teenth Regiment Louisiana Volunteers, Confederate troops. 

# # ^ 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[4.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs. Virginia Forces, Adjt. General’s Office, 

Richmond, Va,, Septmnher SI, 1861, 

Brigadier-General Magritder, 

Commanding Army of Peninsula, Williamsburg, Va,: 

General: I am requested by the Governor to acquaint you that 
there are remnants of Indian tribes in the counties of King William and 
King and Queen, which may possibly, by uninformed persons, be con¬ 
founded with persons of color. These Indians are not to be held to 
labor, as would be the case in certain contingencies with free negroes. 
But the Governor is of opinion that, if a call is made upon tlie chief 
(Wynne), he will cheerfully furnish laborers to aid in the common 
defense. 

I am, «&o., 

GEO. DEAS, 

[4.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, 

Richmond, Ya,, September SI, 1801, 

Brig. Gen. John B. Magruder, 

Commanding Forces, &c,, YorMown, Va,: 

General: Tour letter of the 19th instant to the Chief of the Bureau 
of Orders and Detail has been referred to this Bureau. We have no 
11-inch and 10-inch Dahlgren guns. All the rifled guns that have been 
made at Richmond and Norfolk have been ordered by the Secretary of 
the Navy to be sent to New Orleans. The demands upon us for these 
guns have been and are still very pressing, and the Bureau regrets 
that it has no power to furnish them to any of the batteries on James 
and Tork Rivers. New carriages for the 8-inch columbiads at York- 
town to replace those reported to be worthless are being made here as 
rapidly as possible, and will be forwarded to Yorktown as soon as they 
are finished. In consequence of the capture of Fort Hatteras, the 
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Bureau was compelled to send to Nortk Carolina one of the cai-riages 
intended for the battery at Yorktown, and another is now demanded 
for Pernandina, Fla. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GBOEGE MINOE, 
Commander, for Chief of the Bureau. 


[Indorseiiieiit.] 

I have acquitted myself of my duty only when all the facts in this 
case ai-e made known to the Secretary of War and President. 
They are these: First. The carriages for the naval battery at Tork- 
town, under Captain Henderson, are so utterly worthless, being made 
of pine, that the guns will dismount themselves after a few fires. 
Second. Their manner of construction prevents their being elevated 
sufficiently to explode a 16-inch fuse, and therefore their greatest range 
cannot be attained. Third. Carriages of a good pattern (barbette of 
the army) were promised one month ago by the Navy Department, but 
have not come. Fourth. The water at the mouth of York Eiver is so 
deep and ample that the largest ships and in any numbers can attack 
our batteries, and with our present carriages we cannot reach them. 
I respectfully request, therefore, that the President, through the Sec¬ 
retary of War, be made acquainted with the exact state of this battery. 
This'request is made with no other object than that he may have an 
opportunity of forming his own judgment as to the relative importance 
of the places to which these carriages may be assigeed. 

J. B. MAGEUDEE, 

[4.J Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Heabqtiahtees Army of the Kanawha, 

September 21, 1861. 

Brii?. Gen. A. A. Chai’MAN : 

SlE: I am glad to be informed through your letter of the 20th riltimo 
that you will within a few days join me with your command. The 
forces under you may be much needed very shortly in repelling the 
enemy, who I have been daily expecting would attack me here. Your 
suggestion as to the establishment of a general hospital for the sick at 
Salt Sulphur Springs meets with my approval. You will, however, 
please give me in detail the i)roposed plan and management of the 
hospital. This you can do more fully when we meet than by letter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[5.J Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of the Kanawha. 


Headquartbes Department of North Carolina, 

Goldshorough, September 21, 1861. 

Adjutant-General 0. S. Army, 

Richmond, Va.: 

G-eneeal : Brig. Gen. J. E. Anderson arrived here last night on his 
way to visit other parts of the coast defenses under his command, but 
1 was compelled to order him to return to Wilmington and remain in 
command of the defenses of Cape Fear until some responsible officer 
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conlcl be assigned to that duty. I beg to call your attention to my letter 
of the ISth instant, on the subject of assigning two additional brigadier- 
generals to this department, and to request speedy action upon it. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLm, 

[4.] Brigadier- Oeneralj Commanding, 


Department Headquarters, 

YorMown^ 8ej)tember 22^ 1861, 

Col. J. G. HoDass, 

Miilherry Island: 

Colonel: General Magruder directs that you will take position 
with your regiment at Curtis’ farm, on Mulberry, near the point you 
formerly occupied there. He also directs that you will cause the two 
42-i)ouncler carronades in your charge, with their ammunition, to be 
moved to the mouth of Warwick Eiver and i^laced in position in the 
work constructed by you there. You will act with Colonel McLaws in 
defending the entrance to Warwick Eiver and Mulberry Island. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HY. BEYAN, 

[4,] Lieutenant and Aide-de-Cam]^, 


Headquarters Army op the Kanawha, 

Sejgtemher 22^ 1861, 

Brig. Gen. A. Beokley : 

Dear Sir: Your favor of the 21st instant has just been received. 
In reply, I am directed by General Floyd to say to yon that you can 
with your command remain in your present position, or take on your 
side of the river one where you can render most service to the country. 
It would be useless for you to come to him when you could not bring a 
large i^ortion of your command, and it is much better for you to remain 
when an attempt to join him would result in the disorganization of 
your command. The general regrets that such a state of things exists 
among the militia with you, and that you are surrounded with difficul¬ 
ties which he understands cannot easily be controlled. 

By order of Brig, Gen. John B. Floyd: 

AVM. K. PIOTEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General^ Floyd’s Brigade, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppioe, 

Eo. 285. 3 Bichmondy 8e})tember 23^ 1861, 

•****##* 

YI. The Fifty-sixth Virginia Eegimeiit is hereby constituted under 
the following field officers: Colonel, William D. Stuart; lieutenant-col¬ 
onel, Philips Peyton Slaughter; major, William E. Green. CompaiiievS: 
Mecklenburg Guards, Oapt. T. T. Boswell; Mecklenburg Spartans, 
Oapt. G. W. Davis; Louisa Holliday Guards, Oapt. T. Smith; Bucking¬ 
ham Yancey Guards, Oapt. 0. Patteson; Ebenezer Grays, Oapt. T. J. 
Taylor; Charlotte Defenders, Oapt. T. D. Jeifress; Charlotte Grays 
Oapt. W. E. Green; Louisa Kelson Grays, Oapt. John Eichardsou’ 
White Hall Guards, Oapt. J. Augustus Michie; Harrison^s Guards! 
Oapt. D. 0. Harrison. ’ 
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VII. The Fifty-seventh Virginia Kegiment is hereby constituted and 
will be under the command of Maj. E. F. Keen. Companies: Botetourt 
Guards, Capt. J. J. Allen; Franklin Fire Eaters, Oapt. E. T. Bridges; 
Franklin Sharpshooters, Capt. VT. T, James; Pig Itiver Grays, Capt. 
W. H.Eamsey; Pittsylvania Life Guards, Capt. A. J. Smith; Galveston 
Tigers, Capt. David Dyer; Ladies Guard, Capt. William Patterson; 
Henry and Pittsylvania Eifles, Capt. V. O. Witcher; a portion of the 
Twentieth Eegiment, Capt. G. B. Hanes; Eivanna Guards, Capt. John 
Bowie Magruder. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

GEO. DEAS, 
Assistajit AcljiitanPGeneral. 


Headquarters, 
Yorhtown^ Sej^teniber 23^ 1861. 

Brigadier-General Hug-er, 

Commanding NorfolJc^ iioc.: 

Please let me know when the fleet of the enemy passed up the river, 
and also Avhen they pass the capes. Telegraphic communication will 
be established in a day or two as far down the peninsula as Bethel. I 
would like to be kept advised of the movements of the enemy^s ship¬ 
ping at Old Point and Newport News and the arrivals and departures 
of troops. 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

[4.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Bepartment Feninsula, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Camp at Meadow BUif^ Sepfemher 23, 1861. 

Creneral E. T. Bowen : 

Dear Sir: I understand you are now at Ealeigh Court-House with 
your forces, and if I am correct in this information I desire you to hold 
your position until further advised by me, and to keep a close watch 
on all the movements of the enemy within the proper range of your 
scouts. I will communicate with you again. 

By order of Brig. Gen. J. B. Floyd: 

WM. E. PETEES, 

[5.] Asnlstant Adjutant-Geyieral, Floyd)s Brigade. 


Headquarters Army or the Kanawha, 

Camp at Meadow Bluff, September 23, 1861. 

Colonel Botor, 

Commanding TMrteenili Georgia Eegiment Volunteers: 

Sir: I have this evening learned that the enemy, in considerable 
force, have appeared before General Wise and are engaging him. I 
have reason to believe that this attack is intended to hold General 
Wise in his present position, while the much larger portion of the ene¬ 
my’s force will advance upon me by a different road. You will there¬ 
fore hasten with all dispatch to join your regiment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JJN-O. B. FLOYD, 

By WM,,E. PETERS, 
Assistant Adjuta/nt-General, FloyWs Brigade. 


16 .] 
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General Orders, ) Headquarters Advanced Forces, 

No. 5. ) Jfalls OTiurcli, September 24^ 1861. 

I. In addition to the precaution of having all teams hitched and 
ready to move at 3 o’clock every morning, commanders will have all 
teamsters carefully instructed to hitch up whenever the alarm is given, 
and will send their wagons to the rear as soon as they can be loaded. 

II. In case of alarm, Captain Eosser, commanding artillery, will 
immediately order three pieces, one a rifled gun, to report to the com¬ 
manding general. 

III. Commanders will keep their men, not on guard, within hearing 
of their headquarters. 

By order of Brigadier-General Longstreet: 

G. MOXLEY SOEEEL, 

[5.] Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Advanced Forces, 

September 24y 1861. 

Col. Thomas Jordan, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel : I have recently heard from various and reliable sources 
that one or more major-generals have been appointed and that the 
appointments have been given to persons whom, under the law and on 
account of services, I should now rank. I can cheerfully submit to have 
persons placed over me who have rendered any particular service, but 
I cannot admit the right or justice of having persons placed over me 
on any other account. When I returned to my home to take part in the 
cause of my people, I sacrificed everything except, as I thought, the 
hope of a proper recognition of my services. The placing of persons 
above me whom 1 have always ranked and who have just joined this 
service I regard as great injustice. I therefore request that an officer 
be detailed to relieve me of this command. I think that I have done 
my share of this service, which is not altogether the most agreeable. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

[5.] Brigadier-General. Commanding. 


War Department, 0. S. A., 
Richmond^ September 24,1801. 

General J. Bankhead Mag-ruder, 

Williamsburg, Va.: 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 20th instant, referred by the 
Adjutant-General to this Department, I am directed by the Secretary 
of War to say that your course in impressing labor for work upon 
fortifications, in cases of absolute necessity and for a fair price, is fully 
approved. 

Respectfully, A. T. BLEDSOE, 

[^•] Chief of Bureau of War. 


Goldsboroug-h, September 24,1861. 

General J. R. Anderson, 

Wilmington, JSf. G. : 

Six steamers were off Fort Macon at sunset last evening, four in 
siffht from the fort a.o/l two othAra 
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Alliance. Will communicate again when the train comes in. Ought 
there not to be an engineer officer at Fort Macon? 


E. 0. GATLIK. 
[4.] 


Goldsboeotjgh, September 34,1861. 

General AndbbSON, 

Wilmington, N. C.: 

Train, just in. All the steamers off Port Macon yesterday evening 
disappeared during the night except two. 

R. 0. GATLIH. 

[^•1 


Special Orders, ) Adjt, and Insp. General’s Office, 

Mo. 162. 5 Richmond, September 25, 1861. 

# # # # * * 

IV. The Howell Guards, Florida Volunteers, will proceed to Evans- 
port, Va., and report for duty to the commanding officer of that post. 

V. The following troops will immediately proceed to Lewisburg, Va., 
and report for duty to Brigadier-General Floyd, commanding, viz: 
Major Waddill’s battalion Louisiana Volunteers; Fifty-fourth Eegiment 
Virginia Volunteers, Col. E. 0. Trigg commanding; Fifty-sixth Eegi¬ 
ment Virginia Volunteers, Colonel Stuart commanding; Fifty-seventh 
Eegiment Virginia Volunteers, Maijor Keen commanding. 

VI. Capt. J. T. Montgomery will immediately proceed with his com¬ 
pany to Manassas, Va., and report for duty to General J. E. Johnston, 
commanding the Army of the Potomac. 

m ^ m 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO. WITHEES, 

[5.J , Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


WAl^ Department, 0. S. A., 
Richmond^ September 26 ^ 1861 . 

Brigadier-General Hxjg-br, 

Norfolk^ Va.: 

Sir : The Adjutant-General has referred to me your letter of the 21st 
instant. You have misapprehended the views of this Department, and 
1 will endeavor to make them fully understood. Congress, by its law, 
and the President, by his proclamation, have evinced the policy of the 
Government to require the expulsion of all alien enemies from our con¬ 
fines. They have not only a right to pass out of our country, but we 
force them out against their own volition. Which is the best i-outefor 
their passage out? I suppose Korfolk to be so for those who leave 
Virginia and the two Carolinas. I therefore issue passes to all alien 
enemies who wish to emigrate by way of ^Norfolk, and my instructions 
to you were intended to direct you to let them all pass. One considera¬ 
tion, however, occurred to me. Somebody bearing my pass might be 
known to you as dangerous, as one who would do us special injury if 
allowed to pass. I therefore authorized you, in spite of my pass, to 
arrest such a person. You now perceive that you have no examination 
to make, no discretion to exercise on your own responsibility. You are 
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directed to allow all alien enemies bearing the pass of this Department 
as such to pass out of the country.' You are permitted to disregard the 
pass whenever you see fit for causes which, in your judgment, suffice 
to induce you to stop a dangerous person. I hope I have now i>laced 
the matter in such a shape as to relieve you from the embarrassment 
you appear to have entertained. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. P. BENJAMIN. 

[^•] 


Setoill Mountain, Sejptmibcr jJ;), JSai. 

General John B. Floyd, 

Commanding, c&c. 

General : Everything is quiet in the enemy’s camp. I can count live 
or six regiments, hut cannot see ground in their rear where others may 
be. There is also a large wagon train of supplies, independent of the 
regular supply train, with rows of barrels piled outside, which iiuilines 
me to the belief there is a large number of troops before us. I <;au 
hear nothing of their being on the roads to our right or left. That 
to our right by Mcholl’s Mill comes out on the Wilderness road at Mc- 
Clung’s, six miles from the ferry over Gauley. It is a rough road as 
far as the Wilderness, thi'ee miles of it after crossing Meadow Kiver 
very bad, requiring working, but practicable for an enterprising enemy. 
You had better have it well guarded. Colonel Davis’ cavalry are on 
the old State road. I suppose if we fall back the enemy vnll follow. 
This is a strong point, if they will fight us here. The advantage is, 
they can get no position lor their artillery, and their men 1 think will 
not advance without it. If they do not turn it, how would it do to 
make a stand here? In that event we shall require pro\'isionH ami 
forage. Of the latter there is none, and the horses are suttering. This 
command is now in a movable condition, and can retire or riunain at 
pleasure. 

Very truly, 

B. K. LEE. 


P. S.—By direction of General Lee I add to the above a rt^cpiest that 
you will send three days’ rations of flour, salt, and bacon, if you have 
it; we have plenty of fresh beef. Send also sugar and (iofleo (threes 
days’), and if you can spare it, three clays’ of salt for the whole commund 
now on Sewell; that is, Colonel Hetli’s four regiments and General 
Wise’s legion, the latter being without salt. 

Itespectfully, 


[5.J 


W. 11. TAYLOR, 
Acting AxHwtant Adjntnnt-Oeneral, 


Headquarters Army or the Kanawha, 

Gamp at Meadow Bluff, September iSfil —./4.> p. m. 
General A. A. Chapman: 

Dear Sir: Yours of this date has just been received by General 
Floyd, In reply I am instructed by him to say that it is true that the 
mihtia of this county has been disbanded, but this lias been done with 
the express understanding that they shall bo embodied whenever in tlio 
judgment of General Floyd a necessity for thus doing shall arise. They 
are therefore liable to be called into service at anv hour. 
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pledged to respond immediately to this call, and they shall be called into 
service whenever the enemy commence their attack upon General 
rioyd, which he will regard as begun whenever they leave their posi¬ 
tion before General Wise, on Sewell, and advance in this direction. 
Had not General Floyd been assured that the militia of this county 
could be embodied and could come, and would come to his support in 
time, he had not acceded to their wish to be allowed to go to their 
homes. Their nearness to the general and their fewness induced him 
to believe that this could be done; hence his course in disbanding 

them. The same reasons, you will observe, could not be employed in 
disbanding your command. Hence the general would not be justified 
before the country in disbanding them. The force of the enemy is very 
large, their strengtli great. General Floyd will need every man he can 
get to check them in their apparent determination to march still fur¬ 
ther into the interior of our State. Your forces will be needed, as also 
the militia of Greenbrier, who shall most assuredly be called upon. You 
will therefore come on with your command. General Floyd has already 
constructed better breast-works than he had at Gauley, and if he can 
get men enough to man them the enemy can never pass them. You see, 

then, the necessity for your men. General Floyd is looking every day 
for the advance of the enemy upon him. They have been fighting Gen¬ 
eral Wise occasionally for tlie last two days. General Floyd sent to 
his support four regiments. He is left with a small force. General 
Floyd is iiersuaded that you will see the exigency of the occasion and 
Join' him speedily. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: 

WM. E. PBTBBS, 

[5,1 jLisistant Adjutant’General^ FJoyd\H Brigade* 


Gkniorai. Orders,) llEADtaJARTEits Wise Lemon, 

> Near Cam%) Defiance^ fSeivoU Mountain^ 

]sic). 10(). ; ' September ^5, 1861. 

By order of the President of the Confederate States, through the Act¬ 
ing Secretary of War, I am ^^nstructed to turn over all the troops here- 
tolbro immediately under my command to General Floyd and to report 
myself in person to tlui Adjutant-General in the city of Richmond, with 
the least deluy.^’ I am ordered also in making the transfer to General 
IHoyd to inciude everything under luy command.” Being ordered to 
report myself in person ‘‘with the least delay,” it will be impossible lor 
me to make any inventory of things under my command. The staff 
officers will therefore make the proper returns and inventories of every¬ 
thing under my command and rexmrt duly to General Floyd. It is not 
proi)er here to inquire into the reasons of this order. It is in legal 
form, from competent authority, and it could not have be(m foreseen by 
the President that it would reach me inopportunely whilst under the 
fire of the enemy by the side of my commanding general, at a stand 
made under my orders against a sui)erior force, where the struggle will 
b<i sevei'e, however certain may be the glorious victory. But the order 
is imjxu'ative, requiring ^Hhe least delay,” and x)romi)t obedience is the 
first duty of military service, though it may call for the greatest per¬ 
sonal sa<Tifice. And the order is not so inopportune, when it finds my 
superior in <wery respect, General Robert E. Lee, present, in whose 
comxnand I confidently leave the safety and honor of my legion. 

HENl^Y A. WISE, 

7 >-.* -- - - 7 .* — - 1 


r t? 1 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ho. 163. S Eichmond, September 36,1861. 

***###* 

V. Maj. Jasper Whiting, assistant adjutant-general, Provisional 
Army, will proceed to Manassas, Ya., and report to General J, B, 
Johnston for duty on the staff of Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith. 

******* 

XI. Col. James J. Archer will relieve Col. Lewis A. Armistead in the 
command of the Texas Yolunteers encamped near this city. 

******* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 


LYNCHBuna, Ya., S^temher 1861, 

J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

The only armed troops at this post are four companies of StovalPs 
infantry battalion Georgia Yolunteers, 331 men, and Captain Yciser^s 
artillery company of Georgia Yolunteers, 62 men, with three 6-pounders, 
and nearly equipped. It wants ten or twelve more horses. 

H. L, CLAY. 

[S-] _ 


Headquarters Advanced Forces, 

September 1861. 

Col. Thomas Jordan, 

Assistant Adjuta7it-General: 

Colonel: I send herewith the report of Colonel Stuart upon the 
movement of yesterday. Colonel Kershaw’s will be forwarded as soon 
as received.'*^ I am inclined to think that the failure of the effort is 
due entirely to Colonel Kershaw’s getting on a different road Irom the 
one I intended ho should have taken. Had he been up to time there 
is no doubt but there would have been one more Bull Kun affair. As 
things miscarried, the enemy discovered us in time to get a good start. 
I would be glad to have the streams between the Court-House and this 
bridged. The crossings are almost impassable. My bake oven is just 
finished here and I would like to get a couple of bakers. The details 
from my own brigade are so heavy that I do not wish to order it from 
my own. My masons, by the by, declare that we will surely move iti a 
few days, as we have not yet been able to use one of the last three 
ovens that they have built. A verbal message was left here a few days 
ago to the effect that it was not desired to keep our pickets strictly to 
their imesent line. Is it desired that they slmuld advance? I have 
kept them moving a little at a time where it can be done, but do not 
think my force strong enough to make any decided advance movement. 
The message left on Munson’s Hill by Colonel Preston, of General 
Johnston’s staff*. Colonel Kershaw’s regiment has at his request been 
allowed to remain here a few days over his time. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, 

JAMES LOXGSTRBBT, 

[r>.] Brigadier-General^ CormnaruHng. 

Neither Stuiirt’s nor KerBhaw’s reports found. For Brig. Gen. William F. Smith's 
report lor the Union side, see Vol. V, t). 215. 
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^Taty Department, O. S., 
Richmond, Va., September 26,1861. 

Hon. Secretary op War: 

Dear Sir : The inclosed letter was this day handed to me by the 
officer in charge of Orders and Detail of this Department, Captain 
Buchanan. I tind a decided imimessioii prevailing in circles informed 
upon the condition of the river batteries in Virginia that they are less 
efficient than they might be made by certain changes, and Captain 
Buchanan’s suggestions are therefore worthy of consideration. Perhaps 
an assignment of the James Eiver batteries especially to naval officers, 
who are all more or less familiar with this particular river, in the man¬ 
ner he speaks of, might result advantageously, and I desire to say that 
1 will be very glad to adopt this or any similar measure which may 
conduce to the greater security of the river. I am intbrnied that there 
are no naval officers at the extensive and important works on Cranev 
Island. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. B. MALLOBY, 

Secretary of the N'avy. 

[Iijclosuro.] 

Offiok op Orders and Detail, Navy Dept., O. S., 

Richmond^ Ya.y Sej^temher .? 6 ‘, 1861, 

Hon. S. li, Mallory, 

, Secretary of the Richmond^ Ya,: 

Sir: Under the present arrangement the batteries in the neighbor¬ 
hood of Norfolk and on the various rivers in which are mounted naval 
guns, and many of which are commanded by naval officers, are not as 
efficient as they ought to be. Several of these batteries are under the 
orders and control of the Army, and no naval officers attached to them, 
and others are commanded by naval officers, but the men are not placed 
under the control of those officers, consequently the efficiency of the 
batteries is impaired. Soldiers should be detailed for duty in those 
batteries and placed under the exclusive orders of the naval officers, 
and their removal subject only to the orders of the commanding gen¬ 
eral of the division in which they are i)laced. The company officers 
should be present at the CAxercises of the guns, so as to enable them to 
siKjceed the naval officers in the event of death, and they should drill 
their men daily at the small-arms and assist the naval officers in the 
general police duties of the batteries. Under tliis system discipline, 
efficiency, and harmony will be obtained, and the batteries rendered 
much more serviceable to the country than they now are. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PEANKLIN BUCHANAN, 

Captam^ in Charge, 

[Meniuramlum.] 

The military officers of tbe land and sea services of the Confederate 
States shall rank together as follows: First, a lieutenant of the Bavy, 
with captains of the Army; second, a commander, with majors; third, 
a captain of the Navy, from the date of his commission, with lieutenant- 
colonels; fourth, live years thereafter, with colonels; lifth, tfen years 
thereafter, with brigadier-generals; and sixth, fifteen years after the 
date of his commission, with major-genemls. Nothing in the preceding 
paragraph shall authorize a land officer to command any 0. S. vessel 
or navy-yard, nor any sea officer to command any part of the Army 
on land; neither shall an officer of the one service have a right to 
demand anv comnlinient on the Score of rank from any officer of the 
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other service. Land troops servin<v on board 0. S. ves.sols as marines 
shall be subject to the orders of tlie sea olhcei* in <*oninnuHl thereof 
Other land troops embarked on board sn(*h vessels lor transportatioi] 
merely will bo considered in respect to the naval commamliu's us pjissen 
gers, subject, neverthelesvs, to the internal re^uhdions of the vess<‘hs. 

i+.i ‘ _ 

IIeAIX,)!! AltTKlJS, 

ASV/rr// Moutifain^ Svptvmhvr Is^;i, 

Oeneral John IL Floyo, 

(Ummandhuj Kana irha A nut/: 

Oeneral: Tlie Mississippi r<^^iinent, and Me('\s. nlle ‘^nn have 
arrived, each without provisions a.nd forage. I'heiu^ ar<‘ none hero. 
Unless you can send provisions I shall ha,ve to order troops back 
to Meadow Blulf. Please inform me whether arran^*t‘ments have beoi) 
made for obtaining' sutlicient imovisions for all the troops. Five re^i- 
ments under (leneral Loriu^j;'were sixteen mih‘s Irom Marlin's Bottom 
(twenty-six aniles from Lewisbur^) on the night of the 2bth, whose 
maintenance must be ])rovided for. Two prisoners <*apture<l to-daj 
report the number of the enemy in our front 12,OOP. I do not kno\\ 
with what truth. 

Very respectfully, your obediemt smwant, 

IL F. LFF, 

[5.J b'cncro/, (Ummundhti}, 


UonDSnoifoiKill, jSr/tfrmhrr Yo’, IstU. 

General J. It. Anderson, 

Wilmhu/tftn^ X. (1: 

Your disi)at(jh re<'eive<l. I am sick in bed and niiabh* to move. 1; 
any troops arrive from Baleigh I will send them forward immediately 

IL U. UATLIN. 


[4-j 


SPKOIAI. ORUKBK, ( Al).rT. and INSP. (fKNKItAl.’s Okpidk, 

T'Jo. IfM. ,) lii<-h?ni>ni{, iSfpfriiihrr 'J!,lsilL 

# Jt! # # » # # 

XXV. Oapt. Henry Bt. Paul will immediately proe(‘ed with his eoin* 
pany, the Louisiana Foot Itiiies, to Manassas, Va., and reptw! to tlen- 
oral Joseph E. Johnston, <‘ommandi!ig. 

By commaml of the Be(‘r(‘tary of War: 

JNO. WITHFILS. 

|o.] AuHisfttnf AtiJuftint-iinirraL 


Bpeoiai. Orders, \ Aiut. and Insi». Oknkuai/s Oppice, 

No. 289, ) IXvhnitnids Stphinhn* tHtih 

# # m » 

XIJL Tieut. Col, Fitzhngh Le(s \'irginia VoInntei*rs, is assigned tc 
duty with the First Virginia (-avalry (Ool. J. E, Stuart), )unl wil] 
report accordingly, 

# ^ » » # « » 


By or<ler of the Secretary of War: 


ilVAh OKAS, 

A HHititHiit .1 iiiHtH «/• OvneraL 
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LYNOURURa, /September 1801. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant a^id Innjyector (teneral: 

The Orange and Alexandria road is either deheient in cars, or from 
some other cause is not to be relied u])(>n to carry troops at any ap])ointed 
day. Now a. large (piantity of conuuissary stor<‘s await transportation 
over it. Which shall go lirst, these or the troops ? 

11. L. CLAY. 


IlEAlX.niARTEnS Al)VAN<1EO KoIKU^S, 

September 

Col. T. Jordan, 

.1 sf^iHtan t Adjniant-(kmeral: 

OuLONEO: By a(*.ci(leut I got, last night, yesterday’s and day bclbre^s 
pap<Ts; also information that tliis ])osition will be atta<'ked by a very 
strong forc(^ in.a few days. 1 sent last night a telegram aniumncing 
the intelligence. I do not think that the advatH‘e will be that of the 
grand army; therefore I think the tmemy should be drivcni ba(*h. Ten 
.thousand men on this line, can drive him ba(*h or force him into a geie 
oral engagement, from which we may r<‘tire or not, as may lui mostsuit- 
able to our feelings and conveniences. 1 think it hardly advisable to 
determine to give battle to an army by tin's for<*.es now' occupying the 
line. The front of the line, if properly (*ontestcd—that is, the advance 
against the front—ought to hold against 51 considerables army, but four 
houi's’mandi will placiH the einuny in rear of either Ibuik. The right 
could, I think, bo <lefen(lcd by ;i small re-enhm'emeiit of infantryaml 
sonic artillery. On tlni soutli sid(‘of this pik(^, and very inmr to it, 
three-qtiartcrs of a mile north of this, is a very commamiingeminence. 
Properly defend<‘d, with some re enforc.ement liere ainl at l*adgtistt’s, I 
think this liiic (».an Im^ held. 1 haves aske<l for soun^ lieavy guns for the 
hill referred to before. They can easily ami readily be masked there. 
Major Chichester, who goes up to-day, can t(dl you all about it The 
line is so long that it will be impossible for me t) attend to the whole 
of it by ])ersonal directions, and I have not great <?onli(huJc.e in the 
])ropor <*onduet of a retreat i>y volunteiu-s. I am not advise<l whether 
General Bonham’s cornmaml is to r<Muain at or near the Old Court- 
House. 1 hope th(^ general will have a. jacket. establisluMl at tlH‘. bridge 
over the Accotink between Annamiulc. ami tlui courtrhousi', aiui one at 
the cross-roa<ls between the court-house ami this, to pnwent persons 
visiting the axlvance lines wiio have no aut hority to do so. The late 
l)apors I send by Major (’bi<dicst<u\ 

1 remain, sir, very reHpec.tfully, your most, obedient stuwant, 

J. LONGSTIUCBT, 

(5.1 Ihdijadi cr -(hmvml^ (Jommandiu<j. 


IlEAmiirARTEKS Aimv OP THE Kanawha, 

(Uimp at Meadow Svptembvr /J7, /nv;/. 

MaJ. Gen. IL K. Lee: 

Sir: At this season of the year I do not remember to have man smdi 
a storm in tlnunountains of Virginia. It has put an almost absolute 
stop to all locomotion. Btill, 1 have done everything that could be done 
toward s^iuding you sujiplies. I informed you in a dispatch this morn¬ 
ing that 1 had ahx^ady sent forward three dayprovisions with the men 
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wlio had marched from this point. I have to-day sent forward all that 
wagons could be found to carry. I will spare no exertions, but make 
still greater to send forward provisions. The transportation, however, 
at command here is inadequate. Whilst it was sufficient for the troops 
it was originally intended for, the addition of more than double their 
numbers will render the supply, I fear, somewhat precarious, to be fur¬ 
nished by that means only. I have given orders to active and energetic 
men to procure additional transportation, and to spare no pains or time 
to hurry forward the supplies. The passage of the two Sewells and 
the dreadful gorge between them interposes most formidable barriers 
to the supply of the army, and presents, I think, a fair ground for con¬ 
sideration as to the task of imposing it upon the enemies instead of 
assuming it ourselves. Our flanks here now are fully secured against 
any lateral movement whatever, in my judgment. The swamps are full 
beyond all precedent at this season of the year, and with the exception 
of two or three passes, in my judgment readily defended. Two or three 
weeks at least must elapse before the enemy would venture npoTi a flank 
movement. For twenty miles I think our front more se(‘-ure than it would 
be were we behind the Greenbrier River. The distance from our main 
depot of supply (Lewisburg) just half of what it is to the toi> of the 
Big Sewell. Under these circumstances I leave it to your better judg¬ 
ment to determine what policy is to be pursued. Whatever that may 
be, I shall leave no exertion untried to carry out. But for the dreadful 
state of the weather and the more than usual painfulness of my arm I 
should have visited your camp to-day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD. 

By WM. B. PETERS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant^ General, 


Camp at Sewell’s Mountain, ^^epteniber usoi . 
General John B. Floyd, 

Commanding^ Meadow Bluff: 

General : J And that additional cannon could be advantageously 
used on our left, the weakest point, where the regiments of your 
brigade are posted. Can you spare a section of Guy’s batt<uy—two 
pieces'? If so, please send them, with provisions and forage lor three 
days, and two tents for the men. Tell the officer in churg<^ to bring 
his ammunition—100 rounds at least. General Loring, with whom 
there is a battery, must at least have reached Frankfort lust evening* 
His progress to-day has probably been slow. We have had a terrible 
storm all day in these mountains, and I fear the men have suffered 
much. The provisions for the five regiments and artillery of your 
brigade will be exhausted to-morrow. Please send a further supply* 
There is beef here. 

Very respectfully, R. E. LEE, 

[5. J Gmeraly (Jonmiaruling, 


HEADC^jUABTtBES AUMY OF THE KANAWHA, 

Camp at Meadow lUu£\ September /W//. 

Maj. Gen. R. B. Lee : 

General : In your letter of this date yon say, I rcdkI a letter 
referred to me by General Wise, of which I know nothing and can do 
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nothing. If you cannot act, please forward it to him,” No such letter 
has reached me. Your dispatch to General Loring I have forwarded 
by special courier. I sent yestca'day three days’ provisions for the four 
regiments of the brigade on Sewell, and gave directions that the troops 
sent yesterday should take the same quantity with them. It was 
reported to me that this order had been executed. I shall start immedi¬ 
ately additional provisions for the troops, and shall use every possible 
effort to keep them supplied. The country hereabouts is this morning 
inundated by the rain of last night, and it will be very difficult to pro¬ 
cure the necessary subsistence for stock; still, every human effort shall 
be made in this direction. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. B. FLOYD. 

By WM. E. PETERS, 

[5.1 Assistant Ailjntant-General, 


War Department, O. S. A,, 
Riohmond, September 27, 1861. 

His Excellency Henry T. Clark, 

Governor of North Carolina: 

Sir : Your letter of the 24th of September,* in regard to persons, 
citizens of North Carolina, who have taken the oath of allegiance to 
the Government of the United States, has been received. The mode of 
procedure against such persons will be through the Confederate courts, 
before which they will be indicted for treason by the district attorney 
of the Confederate States in North Carolina. The information con¬ 
tained in Your Excellency’s letter will be at once communicated to that 
officer. 


Resi)ectfully, 


[ 4.1 


J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Acting Secretary of War. 


War Department, C. S. A., 
Richmond, S<ptemher 37,1861. 
The District Attorney, Conpederate States, 

Goldshorough, N. G.: 

Sir : Information has been received at this Department by a letter 
from His Excellency the Governor of North Carolina, under date 24th 
of September,* that certain persons residing on or near the coast of 
North Carolina, citizens of the Confederate States, have taken the oath 
of allegiance to the Government of the United States and have been 
engaged in the circulation of proclamations, &c., of a treasonable char- 
actei*. His Excellency further informs me that several of these persons 
have been arrested and are now held as prisoners. I take the earliest 
opportunity to communicate these facts to you, that you may at once 
institute, the necessary proceedings against them in the Confederate 
courts. 

Respectfully, 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 

[4.] Acting Se&retmy of War. 


See Vol. IV, p. 66T. 
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Special Obdebs, ) Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Office, 

No. 165. ) Richmond, September JS8, 1861. 

# # ^ ^ ^ # 

lY, Oapt. Jolm Miller’s company (B), Fifty-second Virginia Volun¬ 
teers, is hereby detached from the regiment, and is constituted a light 
battery. It will be reported accordingly. 

V. Brig. Gen. J. B. B. Stuart, Provisional Army, will report for duty 
to General J. B. Johnston, commanding the Army of the Potomac. 
*#*##** 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHBRS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Okdebs, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ko. 290. ) Richmond^ September 1861. 

* * # * * 

X. Capt. W. E. Jones, Virginia Volunteers, is appointed colonel and 
assigned to the command of the First Virginia Cavalry, and will report 
accordingly. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

GEO. DBAS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eichmond, September ^8^ 1861. 

Maj. H. L. Olay, 

Lynclib%irg^ Va.: 

The troops must be pushed on as rapidly as possible, and a ijortion of 
the supplies, if there be room: but the troops must be sent at any rate. 

S. COOPER, 

[5.] Adjutant and Impector General. 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp at Meadow Bluffs September ^<9, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. R. B. Lee : 

General : I have learned only this morning that the troops of the 
Wise Legion are scarce of provisions. I had been informed that they 
had a sufficient supply of flour, meat, and small stores for several days, 
consequently no supplies have been sent them by my orders. I under¬ 
stand that the bridges have been carried off in two places between this 
camp and Sewell, which may delay the transportation of supplies until 
they can be repaired. The streams are still very high, but are rapidly 
subsiding. They shall be crossed and provisions sent forward as soon 
as this is possible. The bridge half a mile east of this point has also 
been washed off by the high water. I am having it replaced. As soon 
.as this is done the wagons with provisions, which are waiting on the 
other side, shall be brought over and sent to you. As I stated to you 
in my note of yesterday, I sent the troops from this point provisions for 
three days. If they reached their destination these troops ought to 
have supplies until to-morrow evening. By that time I shall make 
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every effort to send forward supplies enougli for the troops with vou 
In the meanwhile the regiments which have supplies might share them 
with those which have none. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD. 

By WILLIAM B. PETEE8, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, Floyd's Brigade. 


Headquaetebs Aemy op the Kanawha, 

Ga/tyip at Meadote Bluff, September 28,1861. 

Maj. Gen. E. B. Lee : 

SiE: I had been misled by a letter of General Wise to you stating 
that he had a supply of twenty days’ provisions on the mountain, and 
therefore had not anticipated the probability of any scarcity, and but 
for the storm of yesterday there could have been none. Two bridges 
between us need repair, which I hope will cause no particular delay. 
Provisions are going forward rapidly and considerable quantities are 
between here and Lewisburg. General Loring will reach here this 
evening with 2,000 men, and will await your further orders; 400 of the 
riflemen and 100 of the cavalry of the Phillips Legion will also reach 
here this evening. I am ready at any moment to carry out any sug¬ 
gestion you have to make. 

I am, very respeotfcdly, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD. 

By WILLIAM E. PBTEES, 

[5.] _ Assistant Adjutant-Oenerai. 

Headqttaetbes Aemt op the Kanawha, 

Camp at Meadow Bluff, September 28,1861. 

General E. T. Bowen: 

Deae Sie : Your note of the 24th instant to General Floyd has just 
been received. I am instructed by him to reply that you will select 
200 men firom your command and send them to Boone County by way 
of Wyoming. If you can do so the general would prefer that these 200 
men should be raised as volunteers from your command. If so many 
will not volunteer then you wiE select such as you think most fit. 
They will proceed to Boone and carefhlly watch and report the move¬ 
ments of the enemy in that quarter. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: 

WILLIAM E. PETEES, 
Assistant A^utant-General, Floyd?s Brigade. 

p. S.—The 200 muskets sent to Tazewell from Wythe will suffice for 
arming these men. The general wiU send to Eichmond a requisition 
for ammunition for them to be forwarded to Wytheville. 

W. E. P., 

[5.1 Assistant Adjutant-General, Floyd?s Brigade. 


Special- Oedees, ) Headqttaetees, 

No. —. J Sewell Mountain, September 28,1861. 

1. The colonel commanding each regiment or corps wiU cause to be 
selected the blankets, clothing, and cooking utensils for his command, 
and send all surplus baggage to Lew[isburg?| to be stored. Officers 
and men are resti-icted to the amounts prescribed by the regulations, 
which in no case must be exceeded. 

21 E E—TOL LI, PT II 
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2. Wheu in tlie presence of tlie enemy the preparation of the daily 
provisions for the regiments will be performed at night, and at day¬ 
light every moruing the baggage wagons will be packed ready for 
marching and be moved to the rear under the direction of the chief 
quartermaster, each regimental quartermaster giving his personal atten¬ 
tion to the movement of his train- One four-horse wagon will be 
allowed to each company for the transportation of all its effects. 

By command of General Lee: 

W. H. TAYLOE, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Office of the Committee of Safety, 

Wilmington^ N. G., September 28^ 1861, 
Whereas repeated applications have been made by this committee of 
safety to the authorities both of this State and the Confederate States 
for the appointment of a competent officer to be permanently located 
in this town, with such rank as will give him command from New Eiver 
to the South Carolina line, and so far as this committee are advised no 
such distinct appointment having yet been made: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the chairman of this committee be requested to cor¬ 
respond with the Secretary of War and memorialize him to detail Gen¬ 
eral Anderson, now on duty in this State, for the special purpose herein 
indicated. 

Resolved, That this committee highly appreciate the untiring indus¬ 
try, energy, and military skill of Col. S. L. Fremont, which have been 
contributed to the defenses of our coast and town, and earnestly desire 
a continuance of his valuable services, and therefore respectfully rec- 
commend him to the Secretary of War for such appointment as will 
confer on him, in the absence of General Anderson, the power to control 
and direct the preparations for defense and command the officers and 
troops in charge thereof in said military district. 

S. D. WALLACE, 

[4.] Secretary, 


Wilmington, September ^<9, 1861, 

President Davis, 

Richmond: 

I have no guns of sufficient range on these works. Two large rifle 
cannon and carriages are here on their way to South Carolina. Does 
the emergency justify my taking them for defense here? Please let me 
know to-day. 

J. E. ANDBESON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 

[Indorseinont.] 

Sboeetaet op Wab: 

Can "we not replace these guns for South Carolina'? The necessity 
justifies the change if only a brief delay will be involved. 

[4.] J. D[AVIS]. 


Eastville, Koethakpton County, Va., 

September 38,1861. 

His Excellency Jeppeeson Davis : 

Sir: You will pardon me, I hope, for making some suggestions as to 
the defense of the Eastern Shore of this State. The two counties of 
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Accomac and ISTorthampton cover in extent about seventy miles. There 
are some eight or nine companies in Accomac in camp and some four 
or five in this county. There are four encampments in Accomac— 
one at Jenkins’ Bridge, one at Guilford, one at Accomac Court-House, 
or its immediate vicinity, and one at Pungoteague. There is one in 
this county, Camp Huger, and I understand another is to be established 
nearer Cape Charles. It is probable that many more than now enlisted 
in the service will shortly enlist. The number of encampments are 
almost a necessity in the isolated position we occupy on a peninsula. 
Every neighborhood is constantly liable to be infested by marauding or 
foraging parties, and no one ought to beleft entirely without protection. 
Being at war, as we are, with an unrelenting and profligate enemy, the 
women and children of every locality ought to be assured of some pro¬ 
tection by the presence of an armed force. How, we have a colonel, 
Charles Smith, a lieutenant-colonel, Louis C. H. Finney, and a major, 
H. Eobert Cary. However eflicient these gentlemen may be, it is almost 
physically impossible that they can keep up a proper discipline (which 
is all important) and bring about a proper efficiency of the troops scat¬ 
tered over a territory covering seventy miles in extent. Under these 
circumstances, feeling a deep solicitude for the success of our arms, I 
hope you will excuse the suggestion that you should send a general offi¬ 
cer to this shore to exercise a supervising control over the whole force. 
Although the extent of the territory is so great for one general officer, 
yet ours are table lands, and can be passed over with as much rapidity 
as over a plank road. And j)ardon another suggestion, if you con¬ 
clude to send a brigadier-general to this shore, that you will send an 
active man and good disciplinarian, for such, in my opinion, we need. 
I would barely remark that if you shall obtain a foothold in Maryland, 
on the Potomac, it may become desirable to send forces upon the East¬ 
ern Shore of that State; and if so, they must necessarily be sent from 
these two counties, and then it will be eminently important that a good 
general officer shall be in command here. In connection with this 
matte.^ would state that you have in service here one surgeon, Dr. 
Peter F. Browne, and that it is impossible for him to render service 
in all the camps. Dr. William Alex. Thom has been discharging the 
duties at Camp Huger, and I would suggest that he be appointed assist¬ 
ant surgeon of the forces on this shore. I understand he has been 
appointed surgeon in the general service, but his family resides in this 
county, and he would find it very inconvenient to remove them from it, 
and I presume would prefer to take the inferior position of assistant to 
being obliged to separate himself for an indefinite period from his 
family. I make these suggestions with great deference, and hope you 
will pardon the presumption on account of the deep interest I feel in 
the success of our arms and the welfai'e of our country. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MIEES W. FISHEE. 

[4.] 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, 

Ho. 34. j 8^temb&r 29,1861. 

Oapt. E. P. Alexander, Engineer Corps, 0. S. Army, is assigned to 
duty as chief of ordnance and signal officer of the Army of the 
Potomac, and he will be obeyed accordingly. 

^ By command of General Johnston: 


rn ^ 


THOS. G. EHETT, 

A saisinmt A 8hi.fMnt- G-eneral. 



324 


MD., E. N. C., PA.j VA., EXCEPT S. W., &. W. VA. [Chap. LXIH. 


Camp at Sewell Mountain, 

September 29^ 1861, 


General John B. Floyd, 

Commanding on Meadoic Bluff: 

General : General Loring, with three regiments and a section of 
artillery, arrived this evening. General Anderson’s brigade, I under¬ 
stand, will be here to-morrow. This gives us great strength. General 
Loring informs me that you propose bringing 2,000 men yourself to¬ 
morrow. I shall be happy to see you, and if the troops are prepared 
with supplies for a forward movement we might drive the enemy over 
the Gauley. We have been threatened with an attack every day, but 
it has as yet been suspended. The concentration of so large a force 
will require great energy in the quartermaster’s and commissary depart¬ 
ments. Fifty barrels of flour will be required daily for one item, and 
provender for the animals. Captain Thomas, the commissary, requires 
fifty wagons as a supply train. With that amount of transportation 
he says he can keep this force supplied. I have directed one wagon to 
be allowed each company of the Wise Legion for the transportation of 
company luggage, and the rest to be turned over to the supply train. 
Can you furnish any wagons from your camp'? I send Major Cleary to 
make the arrangements necessary to insure the transportation of sup¬ 
plies, unless you have already done so through Major Dunn. Please 
let me know what arrangements have been made. As yet we have 
plenty of beef and are getting long forage. Flour, salt, and grain are 
essential. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

R. F. LFF, 
General^ Commanding, 


P. S.—The section of Captain Guy’s battery has just reported. I 
have assigned it to Colonel Heth’s command. 

[5.] 


Headquarters Army of the Kana-wha, 

Camp at Meadow Bluffs September 29^ 1861. 

Ma>Gen. E. E. Lee : 

General : Inquiries, by order of General Floyd, will be made at 
once about the absentees without leave from the command of Colonel 
Tompkins. If they are found in this camp they will be ordered to 
join their command as soon as possible. Tour orders for supplies for 
the troops on Sewell have been punctually attended to. Provisions 
were forwarded yesterday, but could not reach them on account of the 
bad state of the turnpike. The salt at the White Sulphur wdll be pro¬ 
cured if this can be done, and ordered from that point. General Lor¬ 
ing arrived here with two regiments and a battery yesterday evening 
at C o’clock. The militia, 1,500 strong, under command of General 
Chapman, are encamped one mile and a half from this point. Colonel 
Phillips’ legion of cavalry and riflemen are also here; reached this 
camp yesterday 5 p. m. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: 

WM. E. PETEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General^ MoyWs Brigade, 
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Special Orders, ^ Hdqrs. Army of the Kanawha, 

Ko. 165. j Gamp at Meadow Bluffs September 29^ 1861, 

The Fiftieth, Fifty-first, and Thirty-sixth Virginia Eegiments of 
Volunteers, a section of Guy’s battery, Adams’ section of artillery, the 
brigade under command of General Anderson, the brigade of militia 
under command of General A. A. Chapman, the cavalry under com¬ 
mand of Maj. H. B. Davidson, and the Phillips Legion, under command 
of Col. William Phillips, -will move from this camp to-morrow at 6 a. m., 
and will take up the line of march in the direction of Sewell Mountain. 
The men will take with them cooked rations for three days. NTo trans¬ 
portation will be allowed save for tents, cooking utensils, and blankets. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: 

WILLIAM E. PETEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General^ Floyd^s Brigade, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Kanawha, 

Ko. 170. ] Gamp at Meadoio Bluffs September 29,1861, 

A section (two pieces) of Guy’s battery will proceed immediately upon 
receipt of this to Sewell Mountain and report to General Lee for 
duty. They will take provisions and forage for three days, and two 
tents. The officer in charge will take ammunition with the section, 100 
rounds at least. 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: 

WM. E. PETEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, Floydh Brigade, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, • 
Ko. 167. ) Bichmond, September 30, 1861, 

#«#### # 

III. Brig. Gen. G. J. Eains, Provisional Army, will proceed to York- 
town, Ya., and report for duty to Brigadier-General Magruder, com¬ 
manding. 

Y. Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, Provisional Army, will proceed to 
Manassas, Ya., and report for duty to General J. E. Johnston, com¬ 
manding. 

###### * 

IX. Capt. E. J. Harvie, G. S. Infantry, will immediately report for 
duty to the Secretary of War. 

* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO. WITHEES, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Camp at Sewell Mountain, 

September 30,1861 — i,30 p, m. 

General John B. Floyd, 

Gommanding, &c,: 

General: I have just received your note of to-day saying you will 
be here to-morrow. I begin to fear the enemy will not attack us. We 
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shall therefore have to attack him. If we could get a week’s provis- 
ious for the troops we could move against him. By re-enforcing the 
Wise Legion with the militia at your camp to hold this place we could 
move against his rear and thus break up his position. Please see 
what arrangements can be made for securing provisions. A commis¬ 
sary for your troops ought to be present with them, or ought to send up 
sufficient supplies. Captain Barton could attend to it either here or 
there. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

El. E. LEE, 

[5.] General^ Commanding. 


Headqxjartees Aemy op the Kanawha, 

Cam^ at Meadow Bluffs September 30^ 1861. 

Maj. Gen. E. E. Lee: 

SiE: Tour note of the 25th, relative to turning over the command of 
General Wise to me in obedience to the Secretary of War, by some 
strange casualty never reached my hands until to-day. This, I hope, 
will account to you for what otherwise would seem to be an inexcusa¬ 
ble negligence in not answering your note or in not visiting your camp 
as suggested by you. I hope to see you to morrow, however, when the 
business referred to can be adjusted in detail. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Army of the Kanawha. 


WiLMiNaTON, K, 0., September 30^ 1861. 

General S. Coopbe, 

Adjittant and Inspector General^ EieJmond: 

Two regiments have in part arrived, but without personal equip¬ 
ments, and unorganized. They will not be fit for the field for some time. 
I have not more than 500 or 600 men fit for duty on each side of the 
river. Could you send me one regiment each from Norfolk and Penin¬ 
sula, and take these new ones in exchange ? 

J. E. ANDEESON, 

[4.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Eichmonb, S^tember 30^ 1861. 

Brig. Gen, J. E. Anbeeson, 

Wilmington^ N. C. : 

The exchange of regiments suggested in your dispatch cannot be 
made. 

S. OOOPEE, 

[4.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Heabqtjaetebs Depaetment op Noeth Caeolina, 

Goldsborough^ September 80^ 1861. 
General J. E. Anbeeson, C. S. Army, 

GommancLing Coast Defenses^ Wilmington^ K. C.: 

Genee^: It is with extreme regret that I find this department so 
deficient in well-prepared troops. I have exhausted my arguments 
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with the authorities at Eichmond for more troops without auy other 
effect than the procurement of one Georgia regiment just organized. 
The State authorities have at length organized three regiments from 
the companies heretofore raised, and the last of these regiments will 
pass here to-day on its way to join you. Allow me to say a few words 
in regal'd to your suggestion to place one of the Port Macon regiments 
in reserve at this place. Colonel Singeltary has but seven companies 
of his regiment at liTew Berne, the remaining three being in garrison at 
Fort Macon. Some days ago I directed Colonel Campbell to move one 
of his regiments to Carolina City * [illegible] * ^ * You 

are aware that one or more streams navigable from the Neuse to within 
a short distance of the road might readily be ascended by the enemy, 
and can imagine the state of things should they get possession of and 
either hold or destroy the bridge sixteen miles from ^Tew Berne. FTow 
it is for the guarding of these all-important points and to assist in the 
defense of New Berne that I desire to place the regiment at Carolina 
City. If I bring the regiment here it could be removed to New Berne, 
if necessary, but hardly in time to protect the road below that point, 
inasmuch as the position of Hatteras enables the enemy to advance up 
the Neuse without our having more than a few hours^ notice. These 
reasons make me hesitate about complying with your suggestions, nor 
naan I do so unless further thought shall induce me to adopt them. 
Should the enemy appear in force off the mouth of the Cape Fear I will 
furnish such aid as I can, but I am at a loss at present where to get it. 
Excuse this letter, as it emanates from the brain of a sick man, scarcely 
able to be out of bed long enough to write it. 

Yerv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[4.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding* 


Wilson, N. C., Se^temher 30^ 1861. 

Hon. Jeff. Davts, 

President Confederate States of America^ Richmond^ Va.: 

Honored Sir : As a private citizen, yet one who has traveled exten¬ 
sively along the coast of this State, from the Virginia line to the mouth 
of the Cape Fear Eiver, would humbly and most respectfully entreat of 
you, as the Executive of the Confederate States of America, to whom 
the authorities of this State have referred the coast defense of North 
Carolina, to call upon the Governor of this State to send re-enforcements 
as fast as practicable to the commanders of the different places of 
defense already occupied, and to make defenses at every acceptable 
place where the enemy can possibly make a landing. There is a full 
sufficiency of men left in the State for our own defense if called into 
service and sent to the right points, without ordering a single company 
from any other State, or returning any of those now in Virginia who 
volunteered from this State. For some unaccountable reason the 
authorities of this State seem not to have comprehended the importance 
and necessity of our coast defense, and have been slow to order a com¬ 
petent force or a sufficient armament. I cannot believe that there is 
wanting patriotism among the rulers or people of this State that has 
.caused this neglect, but a want of properly comprehending its nature 
^nd importance. I know you must necessarily have your mind greatly 
occupied in the positions of the defenses on the Potomac and Western 
Virginia, and yet I feel assured that you must be fiiUy alive to and sen- 
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sible of the great injury that must result to the Confederate cause_ 
should Eastern I^^orth Carolina come under the dominion of the Federal 
power. I am an old man, and have two sons in Company F, Fourth 
Eegiment Korth Carolina State Troops (one only sixteen years old, who 
begged his mother and me to let him go to defend his country from the 
worse than savage invaders); but old as I am, when the enemy lands 
where I can get at them I am going to meet them and drive them out 
or die in the attempt. Excuse this trespass on your valuable time. 

May God be with you to bless you, give you victory over our enemies, 
and crown you in glory, is the prayer of your fellow-citizen, 

A, J. BATTLE. 

[^•] 


Eighmond, October 1 , 1861 , 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Acting Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose a letter just received from Win¬ 
chester. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

JHO. H. WINDEE, 

Brigadier- General, 

[Inclosiire.] 

Winchester, Va., Sejgtemher 30 ^ 1861 , 

General Winder: 

Sir : I understood when in Eichmond a few days since that the grant¬ 
ing of i^asses to cross our lines to Maryland had been strictly forbidden. 
I take the liberty of addressing you to say that it is not observed here. 
I saw a hack-load ot men leave here this morning via Hancock with 
passes from General Carson. One of them, a German named Brink, 
who lives in Baltimore, has been traveling South for some time and 
lives and does business in Baltimore. Two of the load are Methodist 
ministers. There is a regular thoroughfare between this place and 
Hancock, and I think it should be stopped. On last Friday night a 
party of about fifty Federal troops came over to Bath, drove all of the 
men out of the town, took possession of a woolen factory, aiid carried 
all the wool and cloth away, and will no doubt destroy and carry away 
the leather from a tannery there, which has a large lot on hand for the 
Confederacy. I have it from Doctor Brown, who was compelled to leave, 
that had General Carson sent fifty men there, as he was requested to 
do some few days ago by a number of gentlemen who came here for 
the purpose, the Federal troops and Union men would have been pre¬ 
vented from committing the foray on Friday night last. Had I the 
proper authority I could prevent the passage of men from here to Han¬ 
cock; and in my judgment it is one cause of much of the depredation 
committed, as persons going over are doubtless questioned as to the 
position of our troops. I communicate this from a sense of duty, and 
will be glad to be of service to you should you see proper to command 
my services. I can refer you to citizens of Eichmond who know me 
personally—Hon. J. E. Tucker, J. S. Calvert (State treasurer), Hy. 
St. George Ofiut, esq. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 


{5.} 


0, w, PRiom. 
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Winchester, Ya., October 1,1861. 

Hon. Mr. Benjamin, 

Acting Secretary of War: 

My Dear Sir: I send yon a X)aper* of the 30th, ■vrhich I procured 
to-day from a lady, and will continue to do so from time to time. From 
a lady (perfectly reliable) I learn that there has been a desperate Bght 
in Baltimore between the Catholic and Protestant Irish in the Federal 
Army, and that it was quelled by ordering out the artillery and threat¬ 
ening to fire upon them. I learn also that Mrs. Phoenix, formerly Miss 
Legare, of South Carolina, was taken to a police station and searched 
by a man, her clothing taken off almost to the skin, also her shoes and 
stockings, and her hair examined. I learned to-day that the 12th of 
October is the day for a general advance. This may be true, but the 
source not very reliable. In my opinion, if our Government has no 
secret police in this section, it would be well to send the very best man 
that can be found into this part of Virginia. Winchester, Charlestown, 
and near Harper’s Ferry will afford him a fine field of operation. The 
Federals are threatening to cross every day at the Ferry, and may do 
so. On Saturday night they crossed and came as far as Halltown, but 
were driven back by the pickets. If they cross in numbers over 1,000 
men. Colonel Ashby will be compelled to fall back. Mr. Boteler and 
Hunter will visit you in a day or two in regard to the border. Being 
just from the river, I pen this, thinking I may be of some service to the 
cause of my country. 

With respect, yours, most obediently, 

J. A. AYIRETT, Jr. 

F. B.—I am satisfied that some of the buUets that are being fired 
from the other side are poisoned, and you will have some of them sent 
to you for examination. 

[5-J _ 


Headquarters Department of Horth Carolina, 

Groldsborongli, October 1^ 1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-General G. S, Army^ Richmond^ Ya.: 

General: General D. H. Hill having reported for duty, I have 
assigned him to the command indicated in Special Orders, liJTo. 1G6, 
adding thereto Fort Macon and its dependencies, inasmuch as that 
post is intimately connected with the defenses of Neuse Eiver, I hope 
this addition will meet with your approval. The last of three volunteer 
regiments passed here this morning en route for Wilmington. This 
increases the force of General Anderson at that point to some 3,000 
men, but they are raw troops, many of them yet to receive arms, which 
I learn are to be issued on their arrival. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. C. GATLIK, 

[4.] _ Brigadier-General. 

Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldsborough^ October I, 1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Richmond^ Ya.: 

General : Special Orders, No. 166, assigning Brigadier-General Hill 
to duty in this department, directs him to be charged with the defense 


Not found. 
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of that portion of the State lying between Albemarle Sound and the 
Neuse Eiver and Pamlico Sound, including those waters. By this the 
post on Eoanoke Island becomes a part of his command, as the island 
lies between Croatan and Eoanoke Sounds, which connect Albemarle 
with Pamlico Sound. I am uncertain if this was designed by the 
order; certainly it would be difficult for General H. to give proper 
attention to that island, inasmuch as it must draw its supplies for the 
present from Norfolk, the only route by which it is safely approachable 
as long as the enemy occupy Hatteras in force, or until we place a suffi¬ 
cient number of gun-boats upon Pamlico Sound to control its naviga¬ 
tion. General Huger at present attends to the wants of Eoanoke 
Island, and will continue to exercise control there until I am prepared 
to relieve his troops. I would respectfully recommend that a third 
district be formed, embracing Eoanoke Island and the Albemarle Sound 
with the country lying between Tyrrell County and the Virginia line, 
and that an active officer be sent to command it. The island is of vast 
importance, as it is the key to the j^bemarle, and the adjacent country 
demands the service of troops for its protection. 

Hoping that you will give the matter your earliest attention, I 
remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. 0. GATLIN, 

[A] Brigadier- Oeneraly Commanding. 


WiLLiAMSTON, N. 0., October 1, 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War ad interimy Biclmondy Ya.: 

Deab Sie : Since the fall of Hatteras there has been great anxiety 
and uneasiness in regard to our section of the country. Fortifications 
are now going up on Eoanoke Island (probably as rapidly as possible) 
which when completed will, in the opinion of some, protect the Albe¬ 
marle country, while in the opinion of others it is exceedingly doubtful 
whether with the guns they have it can be made safe against a flotilla 
of gun-boats with long-range guns, and in any event will not be suffi¬ 
cient so long as Pamlico Eiver is unprotected. I have just been visited 
by two of the most intelligent and worthy citizens of Washington 
County, and they inform me that their county they consider quite 
unsafe, as well as Tyrrell County, which lies below them, on the south 
side of Albemarle Sound. And what adds to their apprehension is 
that the volunteers who have been taken out of those counties and 
were made prisoners at Hatteras leaves, they fear, a majority of Wash¬ 
ington County unsound and unreliable in case of an attack by the 
enemy. I regret to write thus in relation to any of our population, but 
these gentlemen assure me this is an honest statement of the sentiment 
of their county. This region of country is of vast importance, and the 
enemy are well advised of it, and it would be very desirable to them to 
overrun and winter in, and serious apprehensions are entertained that 
an effort will be made to that end. One great need is good long-range 
guns, and sufficient force to support them, on all the rivers, and what 
these gentlemen desire are guns for the Eoanoke Eiver, and at least a 
battalion of troops stationed in Washington County, where this dis¬ 
affection exists. I am requested also to inquire whether a company of 
artillery would be accepted by you for the defense of this region of 
country as long as necessary, and then for general service; and if so, 
can the Government furnish the company with the necessary guns? 



Chap. Lxm.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.-CONFEDERATE. 


331 


If you will accept such a compauy will you be kind enough to inform 
Joshua S, Swift, esq., Plymouth, N. O., and he promises to raise a com¬ 
pany if he can get the arms. You will pardon the anxiety we feel on 
the subject. We have applied to other authorities nearer home, but so 
far no officer has been with us to inquire into our situation and direct 
our defenses. Guns were promised for the fortification of the Eoanoke 
Eiver, but none have been sent, and no effort seems likely to be made; 
and therefore I, in behalf of those interested, apply directly to you, 
with the hope you will give the necessary directions. Our people are 
willing to work or fight, but they need a head to plan and direct. It is, 
as we think, highly important to prepare, and full preparation may 
prevent an attack. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

ASA BIGGS. 

[ 4 -] 


Headquarters State of South Carolina, 

October 2,1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Acting Secretary of War: 

Sir : I most respeetfally suggest that when our troops in Virginia 
go into winter quarters, if the country becomes frozen up our regi¬ 
ments may be permitted to return to winter them in our piney woods, 
as it will be much cheaper for the Government and more healthy for 
our men. Even if they were in the lower part of North Carolina it 
would be better than where they are, for with the speedy transporta¬ 
tion on our railroads they could at any moment be returned to any 
point where any sudden emergency might require them. If such a 
plan is entertained by you at all 1 would be glad to be informed in 
time, so that I might prepare proper places for their winter quarters, 
and I would also accumulate supplies in advance at State expense, so 
that they could be furnished as Confederate authority might afterward 
require; and by doing this it would relieve your Department from 
many details and arrangements that would have to be made in advance, 
and you would then only use what provisions you might need and the 
balance I would retain still at the expense of the State, after you had 
only paid for what you might need for a longer or a shorter period. If 
any such arrangement is to be made, of course I would desire to be 
informed of it in time so as to make all proper arrangements. Large 
bodies of troops could be wintered in our piney woods, or in the lower 
part of North Carolina, at far less cost than on the frontier of Virginia, 
and with much better health. By the Government taking possession 
and control of the railroads they could risk a large force with^awn 
from the Potomac, if the winter is severe and the country frozen in. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ■DT/Tirx'\Ta 

E. W. EIUAJiiiNb. 

[ 5 .] 


Ealbigh Coubt-ETouse, October 1861, 

General J. B. Flote : 

De AB Sib : I send Adjutant Hill in advance of tbe regiment to make 
bis report and also to bear this communication. I have to report, gen¬ 
eral, that I bave made tbe best progress I possibly could, and have 
tbis morning reached this place, where I am compelled to camp in order 
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that tlie horses may be shod and something obtained for the men to 
eat. I have again to report to you, even at the hazard of making the 
announcement somewhat improper by its repetition, that the men of 
the regiment are nearly barefooted and almost destitute of clothing*, 
and I have no means to get their shoes and clothing transported troro. 
Jackson’s Eiver depot. The result of marching them through the mud 
with their feet constantly wet—some of them touching the ground with 
their naked skin—and with their insufficient clothing is that I am con¬ 
stantly leaving them sick along the road at the different camping 
grounds, and that, too, without medicine; and we have no wagons in 
which to send them back to the hospitals. On yesterday morning I 
had to leave nearly fifty, and this morning a considerable number are 
reported sick. Such, in my opinion, will be the case every day. Not 
feeling at liberty to make any longer halt than is necessary to get our 
horses able to go on, I make this report, being advised to do so by Col¬ 
onel Ector, Major Smith, and the surgeon. Colonel Ector is still unable 
to assume command, and hence it yet rests with me. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. DOUGLASS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Gomdg. Thirteenth Regt. Georgia Volunteers. 

[ 5 .] 


Headquaetees Depaetmeistt op Noeth Caeolika, 

Goldslorough^ October 2^ 1861. 

Brig. Gen. D. H. Hill, C. S. Army, 

Commanding District of the Pamlico^ Neto Berne^ H. 0.: 

Gei^eal : A note sent you yesterday stated my opinion in regard to 
your command extending over Roanoke Island by virtue of the Adjutant- 
General’s order. I think, however, that it was not so intended. I 
must therefore request that you do not assume command over that 
island until you hear from me on the subject. 1 have addressed the 
Adjutant-General on the subject of establishing the District of the Albe¬ 
marle, in which Roanoke Island should be included. At this time the 
defenses of the Albemarle are under the control of General Huger. I 
am much concerned about the defenses of Wilmington. Three new 
regiments have been sent there lately, one armed, one partially armed, 
and the third entirely without arms. Why sent in that condition I am 
at a loss to know, if the story just told me by one of the officers of the 
regiment (Twenty-eighth) left in Raleigh to inquire about the arms, 
that he was told by an aide of the Governor’s that the regiment must 
wait until the old flint muskets could be changed to percussion, [be 
true]. You will perceive that in case Wilmington is attacked these 
raw troops would not likely prove very efficient in their half-armed 
state. It therefore becomes necessary to provide, if possible, a reserve 
force to be sent to that point if required. I know of none that miglit 
be so employed in case of emergency, save a portion of the regiments 
near Fort Macon. Therefore, it is desirable that Campbell’s and 
Vance’s regiments be immediately placed in position on the mainland, 
with instructions to keep on hand three days’ cooked provisions for all 
their available force, to meet, if necessary, the emergency referred to 
above. I shall not call for them except in case of absolute necessity, 
but it is feared that necessity may soon arise. There is no regular com¬ 
missary of subsistence at Washington, unless Colonel McMillan has 
one attached to his regiment. Please communicate with him on the 
subject, and if he has such an officer request him to place him in charge 
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of the depot at WashiBgton until you can select a person to recommend 
for appointment to that position. The duty is at present performed by 
an irresponsible agent. 

• Very respectfully, j{. o. GATLIjST, 

[^•] Brigadier- Generaly Commanding, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No, 170. ) Biehmondy October 3,1861, 

**#**## 

VI. The following companies of artillery will immediately proceed 
to Manassas, Ya.^ and report for duty to General J. E. Johnston, com¬ 
manding: Captain Cocke’s, Captain Coleman’s, Captain Brocken- 
brough’s, Captain Dance’s, Captain Kirkpatrick’s, Captain Leake’s. 
****### 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[^•] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters, 

Sewell Mountamy October By 1861, 

General John B. Floyd, 

Gommandingy <&c,: 

General: Will you order Colonel Eeyiiolds’ regiment to be pre¬ 
pared at daylight to march to the knob, east and north of my tent, 
with their day’s provisions, to re-enforce Colonel Eichardson. 

Yery respectfully. 


[ 6 .] 


B. B. LEE, 
General, CommandiTig, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 171. 3 Bichmondy October 4y 1861, 

m m ^ * 

lY. Capt. G. Y. Moody, Louisiana Yolunteers, will remain in this 
city and complete the organization of his battery as rapidly as pos¬ 
sible, after which he will proceed with his battery to Manassas, Ya., 
and report for duty to General J. B. Johnston, commanding. 

Y. Capt. Cleveland’s company Georgia Yolunteers is assigned to 
the Twentieth Eegiment Georgia Yolunteers, Col. W, D. Smith com¬ 
manding. Captain Cleveland will proceed with his company to Fair¬ 
fax, Ya., and report to Colonel Smith, who will furnish the company 
with arms. 

******* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[5.1 Assistant Adjiitant-General. 


Beookb’s Statioit, October 4,1861. 

General S. Ooopek: 

General Whiting telegraphs that the enemy is landing in force at 
Oecoqnan. I shall march immediately to his assistance with three 
regiments, leaving hut two here for the defense of Aquia Creek, 
rs 1 T. H. HOLMES. 
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Special Oedebs, ) Headqtjartees Adyanced Forces, 

ifo. 4, j Fairfax Court-House^ October 5, 1861, 

The earliest information of an advance movement by the enemy will, 
in all probability, be received by Brig. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart. Any 
immediate movement by the advanced forces of this command that may 
become necessary in consequence of such movements on the part of 
the enemy will be ordered by General Stuart and executed under his 
supervision. 

By order of Brigadier-General Longstreet: 

[G. M. 80EEEL,] 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


The President op the Conpederate States of America 

The undersigned, citizens of the county of Hampshire, in the State 
of Virginia, respectfully represent that a portion of our county is now 
in possession of the enemy; that they have for the last three months 
occupied Kew Greek Station as their headquarters; that they occupy 
the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad, which is open and under their con¬ 
trol from the town of Cumberland, Md., to Wheeling; that the late 
Governor F. Thomas, of Maryland, has enlisted a force along the rail¬ 
road and canal under pretense of protecting the canal; that these men 
have been plundering and murdering our people on the border; that 
the Federal force at li^ew Greek, with the so-called Union men, have 
been all the time harassing and plundering good and true men, and 
arresting and taking them oft* as prisoners to the west; that the town 
of Eomney has been twice invaded, the first time without resistance, 
and last week, when the enemy was driven back by the militia and a 
part of McDonald’s mounted men; that they have sworn vengeance, 
and declare they will burn the town of Eomney, and as they are a set 
of desperadoes they will stop at no outrage on person or property. 
They have taken an immense amount of cattle, sheep, and horses, some 
negroes and grain, and if left unchecked will no doubt take all our 
people have. Thus the very food which our own people and army will 
need in a month or two is going to feed the army of the enemy in the 
west and on the border. We and the people in Eomney and east of 
the town are true and loyal people, while the county west of us has a 
population two-thirds of which is demoralized, and many of them 
actively engaged in aiding the enemy. 'Now, we respectfully ask 
whether this people and this important border is to be neglected any 
longer; whether we have'not a right to immediate protection, and 
whether our property and lives are to be sacrificed, our wives and 
daughters insulted and outraged, and to claim at once that kind pro¬ 
tection of our Government to which we are entitled. Much more might 
be said, but we now respectfully insist upon protection, and suggest 
that two or three regiments of volunteers, with some cavalry and artil¬ 
lery, be sent to our relief at once. We have been looking for ten days 
for Col. J. B. Baldwin’s regiment, and regret to learn that he is some¬ 
where in Highland County awaiting orders, although he is anxious to 
come on here. As the enemy, no doubt, intends to winter in Eomney 
and Moorefield, there is no time to lose. 

Eespectfolly, &c., JOHIT B. WHITE. 

JAS. SHEBTZ. 

_ . E. M. AEMSTEONG, 

_ [And 157 OTHERS.] 
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Headquarters, 

Sewell Mountain^ Octoher 6,1861, 
Officer Commandino Cayalry: 

The enemy lias disappeared in our front. I desire you to proceed 
with a strong detachment of cavalry on the Ohestnutburg road and 
endeavor to ascertain their movements and position. Leave pickets 
and guards of your feebler horses and men at the avenues of approach 
to your rear, to give you notice, and send word to this camp should 
they endeavor to turn our left flank. 

E. E. LEE, 

[^•1 Generalj Commanding, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters, 

No. —. I Sewell Mountain^ October 6,1861, 

1. To insure the transportation of supplies to the Army of the Kana¬ 
wha, it becomes necessary to repair the turnpike from Lewisburg to 
this camp.. That portion of the road west of Sewell Creek will be 
repaired by the troops of Generals Loring and Floyd. That part of 
the road east of Sewell Creek by the militia force under General Chap¬ 
man. The road will be thoroughly drained, the waterways opened, and 
timber laid over all the soft and muddy portions, to form a flooring. 

2. Upon the completion of the repairs of the road by the militia force. 
General Chapman is authorized to dismiss them to their homes for the 
purpose of attending to their croiis, to be again called out when neces¬ 
sary. The provisions, forage, and wagons not required by the militia 
will be turned over by General Chapman to General Floyd. 

3. General Floyd will prepare his brigade as secretly and speedily as 
possible, to operate on the south side of, the Kanawha. He will make 
proper disposition of his sick, sending such as require it to the hos¬ 
pitals, and make arrangements for bringing up his convalescents and 
for securing supplies for his march and operations. 

« E. E. LEE, 

[5.J General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Camjg on Sewell^ Octoher 6j 1861, 

General A. A. Chapman, 

Commanding Militia: 

Your application to have the militia under your command dismissed 
the service for the present has been under advisement since my note of 
yesterday, and considering the importance of giving to them the oppor¬ 
tunity of attending to their agricultural pursuits, I have determined to 
comply with your request upon the following conditions, to wit: First, 
that you turn over to the proper authorities of my command all your 
supplies of provisions and small stores of every kind for the use of this 
army; second, that you furnish from your command a sufficient force to 
put the road in good running order for half the distance from Meadow 
Bluff to Big Sewell; third, that you give me the use of all your wagons 
and teams to make one trip to and from Jackson’s Eiver, For this lat¬ 
ter service you will be properly compensated and your property restored 
to its owners. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. B. PLOTD. 

By WM. B. PETEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Special Orders, ) Adjx. and Insp. General’s Office, 

ilo. 173. ) Bichirmid, October 7,1861. 

* * # * * * 

YII. The command of Lieutenant-OoloDel Ashby, consisting of two 
companies of Colonel McDonald’s regiment, will be increased by two 
other companies of that regiment, so as to make four companies of cav¬ 
alry. His command will be further increased by four companies of 
infantry of Colonel Monroe’s regiment of Virginia militia from Hamp¬ 
shire. These two additional companies of cavalry and four companies 
of infantry will be sent to Colonel Ashby without delay. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ashby is authorized to muster into service for local defense a 
sufficient number of men to serve the pieces of artillery now with his 
command, and thus form a company of artillery. 

#**#*## 

X. Capt. A. ¥, Eudler’s company of G-eorgia Volunteers will proceed 
to Lynchburg, Va., and join Stovall’s battalion of Georgia Volunteers. 

XI. Captain Grisham, of Mississippi artillery, will proceed with his 
company and battery to Wilmington, X. C., and report for duty to Brig. 
Gen. J. R. Anderson, Provisional Army. 

XII. Col. E. Eansom, Kinth Regiment Xorth Carolina Volunteers 
(cavaby), will proceed to Richmond, Va., with as little delay as possible. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Obdebs, ) Hdqbs. Abmy of the Potomac, 

No. 409. ) October 7, 1861. 

Fairfax and Sangster’s Station and all the guards posted at those 
points will be under the control of Brig. Gen. Arnold Elzey, and the 
senior officers of such guards will report for orders when det‘\iled for 
duty to those iDoints. 

By command of General Johnston: 

THOS. G. RHETT, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RiOHMOJsn), October 7, 1861. 

J. G. Mabtin, 

Adjtitant-General, Raleigh: 

The Governor of Xorth Carolina was requested by telegraph 17th of 
September to order R. Ransom’s regiment cavalry to this place. The 
regiment is wanted at Manassas. Please order it here for that purpose. 
Maj. J. W. Cameron, principal quartermaster in North Carolina, has 
been furnished with funds to pay the troops in North Carolina. No 
officer can be sent from here to pay. 

S. COOPER, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Wab Depabtment, C. S. a., 

Richmond, October 7, 1861. 

Hon. Asa Biog-s, Williamston, IF. C.: 

SiB: The Secretary of War directs me to say, in reply to your letter 
of the 1st instant, that the Government is using every effort to defend 
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the coast of !N’ortli Carolina. Long-range guns are in limited su];)i)ly, 
but they are mounted as rapidly as possible, and some have already 
been sent to Eoanoke Island and Wilmington. The Secretary regrets 
that he cannot furnish guns for a company of artillery at present. 
General Hill has been sent to North Carolina with full instructions, 
and the Department hopes that aU reasonable grounds of complaint 
will soon be removed. 

EespectfuUy, 

A. T. BLEDSOE, 

[4,] Chief Bureau of War. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 174, ) Richmond^ October 6 ', 1861. 

* * 

II. Lieut. Col. John S. Preston, assistant adjutant-general, Pro¬ 
visional Army, is relieved from duty with the Army of the Potomac. 

# * # * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
[5.] 


JNO. W1THEE,S, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond^ October <9, 1861. 

Henry T. Clark, 

Governor of North Carolina^ Raleigh: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge youi* favor of the 3d instant,* 
and have conferred with the President on the subject of its contents. 
Although the call made for the militia was based on the request of 
prominent citizens of your State, who believe that a draft in the 
counties indicated would be of great service in committing to our cause 
numerous persons whose loyalty was doubtful, and that for this reason 
the draft was better than a call for volunteers, still we feel it to be emi¬ 
nently due to the Governors of the several States to treat with the 
utmost respect their suggestions in relation to the policy to be pursued 
amongst their own people. For this reason we yield to Your Excel¬ 
lency’s objections, and are willing that volunteers to be raised for local 
defense (either under your own State law or under the act of Congress) 
be substituted for a draft of militia. I trust that under your auspices 
a call for such volunteers will be made, and prove as efficacious as you 
hope. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, _^ 

’ J. P. BENJAMIN, 

[•41 Acting Secretary of War. 


Headquarters, 

Sewell Mountain, October 9, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, 

Commanding Army of the Kanatcha: 

General: In preparing for your operations south of the Kanawha, 
it will be necessary to make certain arrangements for your supplies 

^ See Clark to Benjamin, Yol. lY, p. 667. 

22 R R—^YOL LI, PT II 
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botli on that side of the river and on this, and to place the portion of 
your force you leave for the protection of this side of the valley under 
a suitable commander ivith instructions for his government. Informa¬ 
tion received from the Monterey and Huntersville lines may render 
necessary the return of General Loring’s division at any moment, and I 
am only now retaining it, I fear at some risk, to secure this road while 
your arrangements are being matured. The enemy appears to be con¬ 
centrating his forces on Cheat Mountain, and may succeed in driving 
back General Jackson and opening the road to Staunton. I therefore 
consider it important that General Loring should return to his post as 
soon as possible. Unless the re-enforcements you expect reach yoa 
promptly, his departure may render a change of plans necessary, and 
X)erhaps may compel your return to your encampment at Meadow Bluff 
before completing your arrangements. The extent of your operations 
south of the Kanawha must of course depend upon your means and 
will be governed by your good judgment. In my order of the 6th 
instant I had in view an advance down Coal Eiver to the mouth of 
Lens Creek, the head of navigation of the Kanawha, to intercept the 
line of communication of the enemy, while an effort was being made to 
X 3 ress him in front. The absolute want of necessary supplies forbids 
the projected advance in front now, and the state of the roads may 
prevent it later. In that event you can only hold the road and operate 
by your left as far as you deem advantageous. After the departure of 
General Loring’s command I shall feel compelled to return to my head¬ 
quarters at Eichmond. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[5.] General^ Commanding, 


Enoineeu Bxjebaxj, Wau Department, 0. S. A., 

Eichmondj Fu., October 9,1861. 

Hon. Secretary op War: 

Sir: From a conversation lately had with Colonel Talcott, chief 
engineer of the State of Virginia, and a visit with him to the work¬ 
shops employed, I conclude that but little activity prevails in prepara¬ 
tions for arming the defensive works around this city. Only six guns, 
32-pounders, had been mounted, while some thirty others (about one- 
third of the whole number required) were on hand without carriages. 
A few of these carriages were under construction, but the work was 
moving very slowly for want of mechanics and on account of the higb. 
price of skilled labor. It was understood from the colonel that the 
State authorities as well as himself are extremely desirous that the 
whole responsibility of these works should be assumed by the Confed¬ 
erate States. I would respectfully recommend that this wish be 
promptly acceded to, and that the works and the duty of arming them 
be placed in the liands of the acting chief of this Bureau. It is true 
that we have no engineer officers who can be assigned to a constant 
personal supervision of them, but I anticipate no difficulty on that 
account, as we can continue temporarily in service the civil engineers 
already employed on them. On the 5th instant I had the honor to sub¬ 
mit to you a list of twenty-five officers of the line of the army selected 
for their presumed fitness for engineer service, hoping that they might 
be available and be detailed thereto. If the charge of the defensive 
works, coast and city, is to be assumed by the Government, as it ought 
to be, this increase of the engineer force is imperatively necessary. If 
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those officers cannot be had, our only alternative seems to be the 
employment of such civil engineers as may already have had some 
military experience. In this case, and indeed in any case, an engineer 
officer of experience should be detailed to visit and inspect every work, 
as well as to advise with the commander for its defense. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

D. LEADBETTEE, 

[5.] Major of Engineers and Acting Chief of Bureau, 


Headqxjaeters First Corps, Army of the Potomac, 

Fairfax Gourt-Roiise^ October 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Acting Secretary of War^ Biclimond^ Ya,: 

Sir : The Department letter of the 8th .instant has been received, 
informing me that the President does not approve the division of the 
army into two corps. If I am to understand by this that I am no 
longer in command of an army corps, then I have the honor to request 
that I may be relieved forthwith from my present false position; but if 
I am in command of one, I must then be provided with an officer to 
supply the place of Oapt. E. P. Alexander, Corps of Engineers, who 
was my signal officer and acting ordnance officer, but transferred by 
me to General J. E. Johnston on account of his necessities as general- 
in-chief. The worse are the elements of an army in the field, the 
greater must be its subdivisions under competent officers, otherwise 
those in command must devote to details the time and attention which 
ought properly to be applied only to the most important duties of their 
position. The application for Mr. T. B. Ferguson was intended for an 
acting ordnance officer to see to the details of that important depart¬ 
ment of the First Army Corps. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. T. BEAUREGAED, 

[5.] General^ Commanding First Gorps^ Army of the Potomac. 


Staunton, Ya., October 5, 1861. 

Governor Letcher, 

Richmond: 

We have received this morning an order from General Jackson direct¬ 
ing the regiment [Fifty-eighth Yirginia] to go west at once. It is 
utterly impossible to comply with it. The reasons are communicated 
in a letter sent you by John Barclay to-day. It will be necessary to 
have the ord§r countermanded by the War Department at once. 
Answer. 

S. H. LETCHEE. 
[5.] 


Saluda, October 10^ 1861. 

Mr. J. P. Benjamin, 

Acting Secretary of’War: 

Dear Sir : I have thought it advisable to inform you of our exposed 
condition on the Rappahannock River. There is no fortification between 
Lowry^s Point and the mouth of the river, a distance of forty miles, and 
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there are from one to three war steamers running up the river every day, 
throwing their lead lines and staking the channel out, and there are 
only two little 6-pounder cannon in Middlesex County. I am satisfied 
that their purpose is to land a large number of their men at or about 
XJrbana and march through Middlesex and King and Queen Counties, 
and cross the Dunkirk Bridge, which is over the Mattapony Kiver, and 
on to Eichmond. Kow, sir, 1 beg that you will think of us and order 
some heavy cannon to be sent down to Gray’s Point, which can be easily 
fortified, and then we can keep them out of our river; but unless we can 
get cannon it will be impossible for us to contend with them with our 
flint-lock muskets. They can land their men under their guns, and we 
can’t get near enough to them to prevent it, so you can readily see our 
situation. Do help us. 

Eespectfully, 

JKO. G. AKDEESOK. 

[ 5 .] 


Headquarters, 

Fairfax Court-House^ October 11^ 1861. 

Hon. J, P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir ; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 7th instant.* In reference to the changes recommended by the 
President in uniting the troops from each State, as far as possible, into 
the same brigades and divisions, I respectfully suggested to the Presi¬ 
dent at the time that it is scarcely practicable to make such change 
now. It would be dangerous, I think, to make such a rearrangement 
in the presence of the enemy, while we are liable to attack at any 
moment. I beg you and the President to consider this, and to permit 
the postponement of the reorganization of our troops until a time when 
we may have better opportunity to make it. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH E. JOHESTOK, 

[5.] General. 


Headquarters First Corps, Army of the Potomac, 

Fairfax Gotirt-Home^ October II, 1861. 
His Excellency President Davis, 

Eichmondj Va.: 

Mr. President : In compliance with your request I have the honor 
to submit the following statement of the services being gratuitously 
rendered by Mr. E. Pliny Bryan, one of the earliest secessionists of the 
Maryland Legislature. He served originally as a volunteer private in 
the First Virginia Eegiment for a long period, including the battles in 
July, and until he heard of the system of signals, when he offered his 
services unreservedly to me. With General Beauregard’s approval I 
instructed him fully and sent him across the Potomac to live in Wash¬ 
ington City, and communicate with us by signals from a window visible 
from Mason’s Hill. This bold plan was only frustrated by our evacua¬ 
tion of that position while he was making his way through Maryland 
to Washington. He has returned safely, and is now only awaiting the 
perfecting of our plans before going back to Maryland to live concealed 


See Vol. V, p. 892. 
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Oil tlie shore at some suitable point, and communicate with, us (both by 
boat and signals) information to be furnished by our friends in Wash¬ 
ington. He is bold and intelligent, and well worthy of any recognition 
or reward you may deem suitable. I respectfully request something 
that may at least entitle him to our protection if arrested. In the same 
connection I beg leave to mention also a lady previously known to Mr, 
B., whom I design emi)loying in Washington City in connection with 
him, with his full consent. She is most admirably adapted mentally, 
socially, and physically to her task, and has motives to serve us which 
will carry her to any necessary lengths. She claims to be married to 
an officer in our army, by whom she has two children whose legitimacy 
she wishes to establish, the father denying it and being about to marry 
another woman. His family is an influential one, and she desires to 
serve us to gain influence and an official recognition to meet their 
attacks upon her claims. Her present assumed name is Mrs. Morris. 

Begging your approval of my employment of her in a way to jeop¬ 
ardize nothing, and a favorable remembrance of her services should 
they prove of value, I am, very respectfully, your, obedient servant, 

E. P. ALEXAKDEE, 

Captain of Engineers, 

[Indorsement.] 


Secretary of War: 

The first may be i)rovided for as an employe; the second may be 
sustained with money. 

rri J. I)[ATIS]. 


Headquarters, 

Se%vell Mountain^ October 11,, 1861, 

General John B. Floyd, 

Commanding Army of the Kanawha: 

General : Havmer has just returned from his scout. Says he saw 
the last of the enemy leave Alderson^s yesterday morning. Their rear 
guard was composed of four regiments and their train of wagons 
reached over a mile. He counted the last regiment, which moved by 
fours, and there were eighty-seven fours, besides stragglers. His 
account is minute and apparently truthful. I have not got the reports 
from all the regiments of yout brigade of the number of sick in this 
camp. But I have learned of over 300. I have put in requisition all 
the regimental wagons of the Wise Legion to carry to the Blue Sul¬ 
phur. Colonels Eussell and Ector report they have no transportation 
as yet for their regiments and there is none in this camp. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[5.] General^ Commanding. 


Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the .Ka n awha, 

Ko. —. ) Camjg -, October 11,1861, 

The army will march to-morrow morning at 6 o’clock in the following 
order: First, Phillips Legion; second, Second Brigade, under Colonel 
Tompkins; third, First Brigade, under Colonel Heth; fourth, the artil¬ 
lery; fifth, baggage wagons belonging to General Floyd’s headquar¬ 
ters; sixth, ammunition wagons, ordnance; seventh, hospital wagons; 
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eighth, regimental baggage wagons; ninth, supply train. A detail of 
one officer and twenty-live men will be made from the Pirst Brigade as 
rear guard. The officer will be instructed to allow neither officer, sol¬ 
dier, nor wagon to fall in rear of the guard. Commanders of regiments 
will pay particular attention to keei^ing their men in ranks, and to 
allow no one to go into houses, or take or destroy property along the 
road. 

By order of Brigadier-General Floyd: 

H. B. DAYIDSON, 

[5.] Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


State oe Korth Carolina, Executive Department, 

Raleigh^ October 12^ 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I herewith inclose to you a communication which, after much 
delay, reached me through the mail. If the information intended to be 
imparted can be of any service you can give it the proper direction. 

Yery respectfully, 

HEHEY T. CLAEK. 

[Inclosure.] 

Philadelphia, August 10^ 1861, 

Governor: General McClellan is drilling his army by battalions 
and divisions to the sound of the trumpet, so as to enable him to con¬ 
centrate large bodies at a certain point in a short space of time. He 
says it is to be a war of artillery. In the next fight those having the 
longest range guns and the heaviest artillery will succeed. The next 
battle will be conducted after the manner of a siege. They think of 
avoiding Manassas and trying to get to Eichmond by another round¬ 
about way. You must look sharp for them. Some think here the next 
battle will not be fought at Manassas. They would like to get to Eich¬ 
mond by another route. You must fortify and intrench all your cities 
and towns of note. If they are successful in the next fight they will 
walk right through the South. That McClellan is a pushing fellow, 
full of stratagem. He was the agent,of the Government to view the 
battles in the Crimea, and he is trying to improve on it. The next 
fight he intends to make it a siege artillery fight at long range by shell¬ 
ing. They are increasing their cavalry and mounted riflemen and 
artillery. They will have some 200,000 men, 25,000 cavalry, 10,000 
mounted riflemen, and 200 to 300 guns, heavy caliber, rifled. They talk 
of marching from Eastern Virginia into Kentucky and Tennessee, so 
as to hem the troops in at Manassas. North Carolina must be wide¬ 
awake to fortify her towns and cities. The Government has advertised 
for pilots on the North Carolina coast. The South must keep their 
eye on the Mississippi also. Look to your coast defenses. They may 
attempt to land a force and try to get to Eichmond by a rear movement. 
Look to'your cavalry, organize mounted riflemen, cavalry, and artillery. 
They are trying to keep their movements very secret. They give the 
newspapers now no news of the army movement. IIou must all be 
wide-awake and prepared for attack at all points. Can you please for¬ 
ward this letter to Eichmond? 

[5.] 
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The following resolutions were read and passed unanimously and 
without discussion by a meeting of citizens of Korth Carolina, held in 
Hyde County, Saturday, October 12,18(31: 

Eesohed, Jhat we do hereby voluntarily and deliberately reaffirm 
our loyalty to the Government of the United States, and express our 
unalterable attachment to that Constitution which is the basis of the 
Union founded by our fathers. 

Resolved^ That while, as a law-abiding people, we accept the consti¬ 
tution and laws of the Commonwealth of North Carolina as they were 
prior to the treasonable and revolutionary innovations of the conspira¬ 
tors against the Union in this State, we do, nevertheless, utterly repu¬ 
diate, reject, and disavow all acts of any convention or Legislature done 
in contravention of our primary and permanent allegiance to the Fed¬ 
eral Government, or in derogation of its authority, as imposing no 
obligation that loyal citizens are bound to respect. 

Resolved^ That we owe no obedience to the commands of tlie Acting 
Governor of North Carolina, nor to any other public officers, however 
validly constituted, who have transferred the duty they owed to the 
Union to the spurious Government self styled the Confederate States 
of America. They have vacated, by the fact of their treason, the posi¬ 
tions to which they were elevated by a connding but betrayed people; 
and the rightful ])ower to fill their vacancies reverts to the loyal men 
among their constituents. 

Resolved^ That no State authority existing which we can consistently 
recognize or obey, and desiring to secure the benefit of law and order, 
now virtually suspended amid the anarchy of usurpation which pre¬ 
vails within our borders, we declare our wishes for the establishment, 
at an early day, of a provisional State government for the loyal people 
of North Carolina. 

[^•] 


Eastviele, Octoher 12j 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Attorney-General of Confederate States^ Richmond: 

Bear Sir : If you concur in opinion with me that any citizen of the 
Confederate States who takes the oath of allegiance or to support the 
Constitution of the United States—which the Federal forces are in 
the habit of administering to all our citizens who will take it wherever 
they have an opportunity—thereby becomes an alien enemy, I wish you 
would address me a letter expressing such opinion. The reason of my 
making this request is that many persons on this peninsula of Virginia 
are declaring, in the event of the enemy overrunning this peninsula, 
they would not hesitate to take the oath which might be tendered them 
by the invading forces. If this be done by them it will demoralize our 
whole society if we shall be invaded. Men are talking about doing 
this who have been as faithful to the South as others, but for it to be 
supposed that our Government will tolerate treason and toryism in our 
midst is to inaugurate them. The man who is allowed to do this takes 
two chances for safety and security, and self-preservation requires that 
it be not tolerated or. allowed by the Government. You may well 
imagine what would be the effect on an isolated community as ours if 
an invading force shall overrun us—which, I am free to say, I do not 
apprehend—and a portion of society takes the oath of allegiance to the 
Government of the United States, thAt those who refuse to take it will 
almost certainly be taken as prisoners. Would not the idea that those 
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who take the oath may do it with impunity necessarily make men dis¬ 
loyal, especially those with weak nerves The idea must be suppressed 
by our Government, even if additional legislation shall be necessary. 
This question I regard as one of great importance to the people of the 
Eastern Shore, and you will greatly oblige others, as well as myself, by 
giving me your views upon the subject. 

Very respectfully, MIERS W. EISHEE. 

[ 4-1 _ 


NoRPOiiX, October 12^ 1861. 

His Excellency Jefeerson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States, Richmond, Va.: 

■ Dear Sir : Learning by telegraph that my family had reached Nor¬ 
folk under a flag of truce, I took this place on my way South for the 
purpose of having them with me. I learn from M[rs. Lovell that the 
opinion of those in New York who ought to know was that a large 
expedition would shortly sail from New York and Boston for Savannah, 
or a point on the coast in that vicinity. Mr. James Gallatin, of New 
York, an eminent financier and prominent Republican, stated as above 
in presence of Mrs. Lovell, and the several railroads draining a cotton¬ 
growing country, which converge at Savannah, give probability to the 
report. He also said that ten of the small steamers about completed 
were to be sent to the mouth of the Mississippi. Mr. G[allatin,] although 
a Republican, is opposed to Lincoln and his cabinet, declaring that 
their removal must be preliminary to any attempt at peace.. An iron- 
plated steamer has been finished and has made a successful trial trip; 
another is in progress, and the expense proving less than was antici¬ 
pated, a third has been ordered. Recruiting is at a stand-still, and 
Mr. Gallatin said that next week they would be obliged to commence 
drafting in New York to keep the army full. They are daily expecting 
an attack in Washington by our troops. That city, however, is repre¬ 
sented to be very thoroughly fortified and the troops in a good state 
of discipline. No point has been left undefended. When our advance 
was thrown forward to Munson’s Hill. McClellan had made all his 
arrangements to envelop and destroy them, when they fell back and 
thwarted his plans. He had communicated his intentions to Mr. Cam¬ 
eron, who mentioned them to others, and MoC[lellan] thought the with¬ 
drawal was in consequence of knowledge thus obtained, grew indignant, 
and sent in his resignation, declaring that he would have nothing :Srther 
to do with the army unless he had complete control. This was last 
week. General Scott is rapidly failing, and in a semi-comatose state. 
There is evidently quarreling and disagreement between the generals 
and the cabinet. The general tenor of the information I get is as 
favorable to us as we could hope. They regard themselves as on the 
defensive, and McClellan will make no attack, except in the shape of a 
cotip de main, and will not leave his base far to do that. Business is 
said to be improving in New York. I communicate these points, 
hoping that, taken in connection with other information, they may 
assist you in deducing your conclusions. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. LOYELL. 


Secretary of War: 


[Indorsement.] 


The defenses of the Southern coast have received attention. Any¬ 
thing which suggests itself we can discuss, 

[4.] J. P. 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

S’o. 179. ) Biclimond, October 14, 1861. 

XII. Captain Easley’s company (the Catawba Braves) Virginia Vol¬ 
unteers will proceed to Yorktown, Va., and report for duty to Major- 
General Magruder, commanding. 

XIII. Col. W- E. Starke and Lieut. Col. J. L. Corley, Sixtieth Eegi- 
ment Virginia Voiunteers, will report for duty with their regiment to 
General E. E. Lee, Lewisburg, Va. 

* * # # # * # 

XV. Captain Waring’s company (the Georgia Huzzars) Georgia Vol¬ 
unteers will proceed to Manassas, Va., and report for duty to General 
J. E. Johnston, commanding. 

*##### # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHBES, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 

Fairfax Court-House, Oetoher 14, 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I have been informed by General Beauregard that you have 
directed him to revoke his orders for the raising of a company to serve 
a rocket battery. I respectfully ask you to recall your order on this 
subject, and hope that you will permit the company to be raised and 
equipped in the manner intended by General Beauregard. It is thought 
by our scientific officers that such a battery would be a powerful aux¬ 
iliary to our infantry, the more desirable from the great superiority of 
numbers of the enemy. The weapon would be especially formidable to 
the numerous but unskillful horsemen of the U. S. Army. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. JOHXSTOX, 

[5.] General. 


Headquarters Department of Xorfolk, 

October 14, 1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

Sir: I inclose an advertisement which I propose publishing. My 
object is to get rid of a disaffected and troublesome population, most of 
whom are idle and would be liable to turn against us if we were in any 
danger of a defeat. They are sending up to Eichmond from day to 
day and getting passes, thus keeping up a continued communication 
with the enemy. I propose letting them all go and tell all their tales 
at once, and after that to allow none to leave. I beg it may be sub¬ 
mitted to the Secretary of War for his approval or disapproval. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BBHJ. HUGEE, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


[Inclosure.] 

As many persons residing in this locality are from time to time mak¬ 
ing application to these headquarters to be permitted to go Xorth 
under a flag of truce, and as the time allowed by an act of Congress 
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and the proclamation of the President for all alien enemies to leave 
the Confederate States or take the oath of allegiance has expired, 
notice is hereby given to all alien enemies and other disaftected per¬ 
sons that, upon a day hereafter to be named, a flag of truce will leave 
for the purpose of conveying them beyond these military lines, and all 
who desire so to depart will within one week from this date register 
their names at the offices of W. W. Lamb, esq., mayor of Norfolk, and 
Capt. George W. Grice, assistant quartermaster, Portsmouth. This 
steamer will be the last that Avill convey residents of this locality under 
a flag of truce, and all alien enemies or other suspected persons found 
within these military lines after her departure will be arrested and 
imprisoned, as the law directs 

[^•] . _ 


Headquarters, 

Sewell Mountain^ October 14^ 1861. 
OOMiyLANDING- Opficer Meadow Blufp: 

Sir: Information has reached General Lee that a scouting party of 
the enemy, numbering thirty or forty, had been seen on the Wilderness 
[road] about fourteen miles this side of Gauley Kiver. He wishes you 
to send out at once a scout of sufficient size and ascertain the truth of 
the matter, and make a report to him as soon as possible, stating the 
strength, position, &c. 

I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 

W. H. TAYLOR, 

' Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Camp Meadow Bluff, Monday., October 14^ 1861. 
Captain Thompson: 

I have just received the above, and send you in command of the 
scouting party alluded to. Take 100 men and proceed out the Wilder¬ 
ness road early in the morning. Take with you some of Captain Fitz- 
patrick^s command now on that road. They know the country welL 
Your principal object is to obtain information. Report to me at Meadow 
Bluff as early as possible. 

Respectfully, yours, A. G. JENKINS, 

[5,] Lieutenant-Colonel j <&g. 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Ooldsboroughj October 14^ 1861. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Martin, 

Adjutant-General of l^orth Carolina, Raleigh: 

General: Your letter of the 12th instant, relating to a plan of 
Capt. J. S. Pender to recapture Port Hatteras, was received this morn¬ 
ing. As his plan has not been submitted to me, I have no means of 
judging of its feasibility or of my ability to furnish the means required 
to carry it into execution. I trust that His Excellency will have confi¬ 
dence in the conduct of affairs on the Pamlico. Brigadier-General 
Hill, who is now in command of that district, has the reputation of a 
brave and enterprising officer, and will no doubt undertake such enter¬ 
prises as may in his judgment seem best to rid us of the presence of 
our enemies. The general is probably at Roanoke Island to-day. 

Very rewSpectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

R. C. GATLIN, 

[4,j Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

[N’o. 180. ) Richmond^ Octoher 15.1861. 

******* 

YI. Major-General Huger’s command will hereafter be designated the 
Department of Norfolk. 

* * ***** 

X, The battalion of seven companies of Georgia Yoltinteers now at 
Atlanta, Ga., will proceed to this city as soon as practicable (not later 
than the 10th of November, proximo) and on arriving here will be 
united with the three companies now in this city commanded by Cap¬ 
tains McCullohs, Whitley, and Head, to form a regiment, the command 
of which is assigned to Ool. E. L, Thomas. 

By command of the Secretary of War: • 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[4 and 5,] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 

Setcell Mountain, October 15, 1861. 

General John B. Floyd, 

Commanding Army of the Kanawha: 

General: I have just received your letter of the 13th and am glad 
to learn that you have made a successful passage of the Xew River 
and are within reach of provisions. I have kept scouts on the road in 
front of us constantly, two of which have just got in, from whom I 
learn that the enemy on Sunday had reached Gauley Bridge with 
his advance, his rear guard, consisting of two regiments, being at Eli 
Wood’s, General Rosecrans himself being at Tompkins’ farm. He had 
a ferry-boat at Gauley bridge capable of carrying at a trip four wagons 
(two-horse) together with about fifty men. Two regiments had crossed. 
My informant crossed in the boat under the pass of General Rosecrans, 
given by his provost-marshal, ‘^Maj. Joseph Darr, jr.” (which I now 
have). He says their army consisted of 14,000 men certainly, and that 
they considered themselves too weak to attack us. They have an 
immense train of wagons, and said they required 1,000 to keep them 
supplied with provisions. My informant saw them issuing, on Sunday, 
winter clothing to their men. From their conversation he inferred 
they were very desirous of returning to Ohio, but he heard them speak 
of wintering in Charleston. This is all that is important and may 
enable you to form some opinion of their strength, &c. I hear of no 
troops crossing at Cariiifix, from which road they have taken down the 
telegraph line. I learned last night that a party of the enemy had 
advanced on the Wilderness road and shot John Amick (your scout). 
Mr. Cleary brought the news. I directed, immediately, Colonel Jenkins 
to send his cavalry and go with such force as he had at Meadow Bluff, 
to ascertain the facts, drive them back, &c. We barely get bread from 
day to day. R'o forage. I should have advanced toward Gauley, had 
it been possible to take the road, with a view of harassing the enemy 
and damaging his retreat. I sent the quartermaster and commissary on 
the road to see what could be procured and they report literally nothing. 
I am obliged to send the North Carolina regiment back at once, their sick 
increasing and not having 200 men for duty. The hospitals in rear are 
full to overflowing. Th e men of the Wise Legion are suffering much for 
want of clothing. The horses of the command are without provender. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 
Qm&ral^ Commanding^ 


[6.1 
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Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Office, 

No. 181. J Richmond, October 16,1861. 

##*##** 

X. The following independent companies of Mississippi Volunteers 
will constitute a battalion: Captain Lee’s, Captain Blewett’s, Captain 
Love’s, Captain Crutcher’s, Captain Blackwell’s. The battalion will be 
further increased by the transfer of Captain Kerr’s company of Missis¬ 
sippi Volunteers from Colonel Crump’s Twenty-sixth Eegiment Virginia 
Volunteers. This company will be replaced in Colonel Crump’s regiment 
by Captain Easley’s company ot Virginia Volunteers, now under orders 
for Yorktown. Captain Blackwell’s company will remain at Manassas 
until the battalion proceeds there. 

# # * t 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[5.] Assistmit Adjutant-General, 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmondj October 16,1861, 

Maj, Gen. B. Hugger, 

Commanding at NorfolJc: 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 14th instant, submitted by the 
Adjutant-General to the Secretary of War, I am directed to say that 
the proposed action with regard to alien enemies is entirely approved • 
Respectfully, 

A. T. BLEDSOE, 

[4.J Chief of Bureau of War, 


Riohmonb, Va., October 16,1861. 
Capt. John P. Thompson and others of the Kentucky Vols.: 

Gentlemen : I have received your petition of the 10th instant. The 
public defense requires all the troops now in the Army of the Potomac- 
Instead of contemplating the withdrawal of any portion of them, my* 
wish has been to increase the number. If troops were withdrawix 
because their State was assailed the hope and prophecy of the enemy 
would be fulfilled. Sympathizing with the feeling expressed, I regret 
that the public interest does not allow me to comply with your request. 

JEPFERSOX DAVIS. 

[5.] 


Headquarters, 

Sewell Mountain, October 16,1861. 

General John B. Floyd, 

Commanding Army of the Kanawha: 

General : In my letter of yesterday, not wishing to detain youtr 
messenger, I only adverted to such circumstances as I thought it 
important for you to know. I will now repeat that the advance of the 
enemy reached Gauley Bridge on Sunday evening last. His rear guard , 
composed of two regiments, was at Eli Wood’s, while General RfosecrauB ] 
himself, with his main body, was at Colonel Tompkins’. Three regi¬ 
ments were at Jacob Woolinnes’ [?] and three at Hamilton’s; the 
whole army con sisting of fourteen regiments. The occupation of Cotton 
Hill, as you know, will annoy them greatly. From their movements I 
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do not think they intend crossing the river soon^ or at least of abandon¬ 
ing Gauley Eiver. You must judge of the means at your disposal how 
you can best operate against them or whether any aid can be g^iven 
you on this side. The Korth Carolina regiment has returned to 
Meadow Bluff. General Loring thinks it important for his command to 
return to his line. The reports from there indicate another attack. 
The Wise Legion is much crippled on account of their sick, want of 
clothing, &c., and the horses are impoverished. I shall not be able to 
retain them at this place on account of the inclemency of the weather. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 
General^ Commanding. 

P. S.—The bearer will report news from Fayette. I consider it use¬ 
less to send the letter he conveyed to me. 

[5.] B. E. B. 


Bichmond, October 16^ 1861. 
General T. H. Holmes, BrooJce^c Station : 

We have similar information, which to some extent is considered 
reliable.* You must be particularly on your guard and keep a sharp 
lookout. 

S. COOPEB, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Special Ordees, ) Hdqbs. Army of the Potomac, 

Fo. 431. } ' October 17^ 1861. 

I. All advanced outposts will be under the command of Brig. Gen. 
J. E. B. Stuart, and the commanding officers of all details for such 
duty will report in person to him. 

II. Oapt. E. J. Harvie, 0. S. Infantry, is assigned to duty as assistant 
inspector-general of this army, and will report to Col. George W. Lay 
for instructions. 

III. The Seventeenth Eegiment Georgia Volunteers, Ool. H. L. Ben- 
ning commanding, is assigned to duty with the Sixth Brigade, Second 
Corps, Army of the Potomac, Brig. Gen. B. Toombs commanding, and 
will report accordingly. 

IV. The Mneteenth Regiment Georgia Volunteers is assigned to the 
garrison of Camp Pickens, and will report to Ool. G. B. Anderson, 
commanding. 

By command of General Johnston: 

THOS. G. BHETT, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., First Corps, 

y Army of the Potomac, 

Ho. 1. ) Octob^ 18^ 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Charles Clark, C.* S. Army, having reported for duty with 
the division, is assigned to the command of the Fourth Brigade. He 
will enter at once upon the duties of that position. 

By command of Major-General Longstreet: 

G. MOXLEY SOBBEL, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


See Holmes to Cooper, Yol, V, p. 903. 
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Special Oedbks, ) Headqtjaeters Monterey Line, 

V Northwest Army, 

ISTo. 140. ) Greenbrier River^ October IS, 1861, 

1. Captain Tebbs, of the Third Arkansas Eegiment, is assigned to 
the duty of constructing huts upon the top of Alleghany and within 
the limits designed lor the fortifications, to serve as winter quarters and 
store-houses for the supidies, and for hospital accommodations for 2,000 
troops. The workmen of his command will be divided into fifteen 
working parties, ten of which will be furnished from the camp at Green¬ 
brier River, in accordance with the accompanying lists, and he is em- 
po’wered by this order to apply to the commanders of brigades for the 
specific details to be made; all vacancies chancing to occur by the 
absence or sickness of any of the workmen named upon said list to be 
supplied from the same command. He will have all necessary arrange¬ 
ments made during the day for the departure of his command early in 
the morning, when he will proceed with it to the top of Alleghany, place 
it in camp, and press forward the work assigned as rapidly as possible. 
Be will apply to the brigade quartermaster for the requisite transporta¬ 
tion, not simply to move his command, but to prosecute effectively the 
work, and under the general supervision of Lieutenant-Colonel Barton 
he will demand and obtain the requisite tools and implements, for which, 
he will receipt and be held responsible. 

2. The remaining five details will be made from the Fifty-second Vir¬ 
ginia Regiment by its commanding officer in the same form and subject 
to the same general direction. 

3. The requisite wagons for transportation to be furnished by the 
commands forming the division, according to a fair apportionment, to 
be made by the brigade quartermaster. 

By order of Brig. Gen. H. E. Jackson, commanding: 

F. S. BLOOM, 

[5.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-Generali 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General^s Office, 

ISTo. 184. 5 Richmond, October 19,1861, 

# # # # # # # 

XVIl. Col. Robert Ransom will proceed with his regiment of Xorth 
Carolina cavalry as soon as he can reach there with due regard to the 
good condition of his command and report for duty to General J. E. 
Johnston, commanding the Army of the Potomac. 

*###*** 

Bv command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Xo. 185. 5 Richmond, October 21,1861, 

#**#*## 

XI. The Fifty-eighth Regiment Virginia Volunteers will without 
delay move with its whole effective force to Fork of Waters, near Mon¬ 
terey, in obedience to the orders of Brigadier General Jackson, here¬ 
tofore given. 
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XYIII. The connty of Henrico is constituted a separate military 
department, under the command of Brigadier-General Winder, head¬ 
quarters at Eichmond, Ya. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[^■J Assistant Adjutant-General, 


October 21,1861. 

General J. E. Johnston, Present: 

Dear General: I send you herewith two dispatches* I found at 
EwelPs. How true they are I am unable to tell, but I should not be 
surprised if there was some truth in them, especially in reference to 
that battery on the Maryland shore, probably a mortar battery. Bomb- 
proofs ought to be provided at once for the garrisons and part of the 
reserves. I think they ought to be telegraphed to know if they want 
Triplett’s company from Gamp Pickens, or it might be sent there any¬ 
how for a few days, and should they wish to keep it they could return 
another company in its place. The flag I think will do first rate. They 
ought to be made so as to be easily attached to the staff. When will 
the others be back? I send a dispatch just received from Evans. I 
should not be surprised if he whipped the whole of Banks’ army. 

Yours, truly, 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED. 

I think it would be well to attack them whenever the opportunity 
presents itself, 

[5.] G. T. B. 


Eichmond, October ^1, 1861, 

General J. B. Mag-rtjder, TorUown: 

Eetain the Mississippi company by all means. We are making every 
effort to re-enforce you to the extent of our ability. 

S. GOOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and Injector General, 


Headquarters Department of NTorth Garolina, 

Goldsborougk^ October 21^ 1861, 

Brig. Gen. D. H. Hill, 

Commanding District of the Pamlico: 

General: The following telegram has just been received from 
General Gooper, viz: 

The following telegram has just heen received from General Huger, to wit: ^'A 
large fleet is about sailing from New York for the purpose of attacking Beaufort and 
New Berne. This information has been communicated to me by a man who repre¬ 
sents himself to be a deserter from the frigate Minnesota (an officer), and confirmed 
by a letter found in his possession.” 

S. COOPER. 

You will therefore please return to Hew Berne without delay. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. G. GATLIH, 
Brigadier-Generaly Commanding, 

(Sent to Hew Berne by special train to forward to General Hill.) 

[ 4 .] 


! 


Not found as inclosures. 
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Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

GoldshorougJt, October 21^ 1861. 

Brig. Gen. D. H. Hill, 

Commanding District of the Pamlico^ Neic BernCj JV. C\ : 

General: Your communication of tlie 9tli instant to the Adjutant- 
General, with his remarks indorsed thereon, is herewith inclosed. I 
presume you have received a communication from these headquarters, 
dated the 11th instant, instructing you to assume command of the 
forces on Eoanoke Island. An engineer has been dispatched by Gen¬ 
eral J. E. Anderson to Onslow County to erect such batteries as may 
be deemed advisable and the commander of the forces in that section 
directed to report by express to the commander of the nearest troops 
of your district any attempt of the enemy to land. I have instructed 
my adjutant-general to direct that such guns, gun carriages, and 
ammunition as may be required for the proposed batteries in Onslow, 
and which can be spared, be supplied by the ordnance officer at New 
Berne under your directions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[4.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Goldsboroug-h, October 21,1861. 

General Anderson, 

Wilmington, If. C.: 

Just received from General Huger the following telegram, viz: 


A large fleet is about sailing from New York for the purpose of attacking Beau¬ 
fort and New Berne. This information has been communicated to me by a man. 
who represents himself as a deserter from the frigate Minnesota (an officer), and 
confirmed b/ a letter found in his possession. 

It is desirable that you should hold your troops in readiness to 
answer any call made upon them. 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[4. ] Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Centerville, October 22, 1861. 

General Cooper : 

Colonel Evans reports that he was engaged most of the day yester¬ 
day with twelve regiments and five batteries of the enemy near the 
Potomac. They had crossed under cover of artillery fire. He drove 
them back with a heavy loss in killed, 200 prisoners, and 6 field pieces. 
He has four regiments and five guns. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 
[5.] 


Hbadquabtbes First Corps, Army op the Potomac, 

Centerville, October 32, 1861. 

Preside!] t Davis : 

In addition, concerning Evans’ victory, 1 have to report capture ot 
nearly 600 prisoners and 1,200 stand of arms. Their killed, wounded, 
and prisoners between 1,000 and 1,200. The rout was total. An infan- 
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try fight; Eighth Virginia and Seventeenth and Eighteenth Mississippi 
Eegiinents engaged. The Thirteenth Mississippi held as reserve. No 
artillery fired by us. 

THOMAS JOEDAN, 

[u.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


General Orders, ^ Hdqrs. Army of the Peninsula, 

> Asst. Adjutant-General^s Office, 

No. 101. ) TorHoicn, October ^2^ 1861, 

The major-general commanding the Army of the Peninsula has the 
pleasure to announce to the command a brilliant achievement of our 
arms on the Potomac, communicated to him by the following telegram 
from the Adjutant-General of the Army, at Eichmond:. 

The following telegram received from General Beauregard: Evans was engaged 
with the enemy yesterday. A brilliant affair for onr arms. He drove twelve regiments 
back into the river; took nearly 200 prisoners, including Colonel Cogswell, and 10 
officers; killed Colonel Baker, of California or Oregon, and took 6 pieces of artillery. 
Thus stood the affair at dark.” 

Let US prove ourselves worthy of our brothers in arms on the Potomac 
by attacking the enemy with vigor and devotion wherever found, driv¬ 
ing them from our soil. His cause is bad, his men are hirelings, and 
impetuosity on our part will always carry the day. The great command 
should be, There is the enemy; destroy him.’^ In addition to the 
above, the following telegram has been received: 

Our victory at Leesburg complete. Captured nearly 600 prisoners and 1,200 stand 
of arms. Their killed and wounded between 1,000 and 1,200. The rout was total. 
This is authentic. 

By command of Major-General Magruder: 

J. M. JONES, 

[4.] Assistant Adj^itant-General, 


Hdqrs, First Corps, Army of the Potomac, 

Centerville, Ya., October 23,1861, 
General J. E. Johnston, Centerville, Ya,: 

Dear General : It is reported that all that heavy armament was 
intended against Magruder, who has been fighting all day before yes¬ 
terday ; this might explain the plan of occupying the Valley of Virginia 
with Banks’ column strongly re-enforced to cut off our retreat in that 
direction in case Eichmond was taken. Don’t you think it would be 
wise and proper to make a tremendous attack on Dranesville to relieve 
Evans and break through all their plans, for then we might turn the 
tables on them. I am going to visit the country from here to Sudley 
Springs. Will be back about 3 p. m. 

Yours, truly, G. T. BEATJEEGAED. 

[5.] 


Eichmoitd, October 23,1861. 

General Benjamin Httg-ee, Norfolk: 

Keep a vigilant watch on the expedition now about to move from 
Fort Monroe. As soon as it starts, inform us whether it is moving 
north or south. 

J. P. BENJAMm, 

[4.] Acting Secretary of War. 


23 R R—VOL LI, PT n 
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Aemy of the Peninsula, 

Torhtown^ October 23^ 1861. 

Colonel SULAKOWSKI, 8M{p Point: 

SiE: I am instructed by tbe major-general commanding to inforna 
you that he has information of the embarkation of a large body of 
troops at Fortress Monroe, it is believed for York Eiver. You will 
strengthen your position as much as possible, and defend it at all haz¬ 
ards and under all circumstances if attacked. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. JONES, 

[4.J Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eichmond, October 23^ 1861. 

General J. B. Maoeuder, Yorlctown: 

Your dispatches received. Our intelligence causes us to suspect; 
very strongly that the fleet with its troops are intended for a point 
farther south. We are having the movements of the fleet watched, 
and we have re-enforcements ready to be sent you in time if the attach 
is made on you. We will aid you with our best efforts as soon as wre 
are assured that you are the object of attack. 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 

[4.] Acting Secretary of War. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General^s Office, 

‘ No. 187. J Richmond^ October 23, 1861. 

# * * # # # * 

IX. Oapt. L, 0. McCord’s company of South Carolina Yolunteers 
assigned to duty with the infantry battalion of Hampton’s Legion in 
X»lace of the company of artillerists serving as infantry in that bat>- 
talion. This latter company will be armed as artillery and will con¬ 
stitute a part of the artillery force of the legion. 

# * * # # # * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHBES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eichmond, October 23,1861. 

Col. Wade Hampton, 

Commanding Legion: 

Sir: Your letter of the 18th instant to the President has been 
referred to this office, with instructions to inform you that your prox>- 
osition to attach Captain McCord’s company to the infantry battalion 
of your legion in ])lace of the company of artillerists now serving 
infantry in that battalion, which latter company, to be converted into 
an artillery company of the legion, has been accepted. This arrang^e- 
ment will be carried into effect in conformity with the special ordei' 
herewith.* This artillery company can be furnished at once with tlie 
two rifled guns imported by you. Other guns (howitzers) can be sui>- 
plied at some future day. 

Yours, truly, &c., 

S. COOPEE, 

[5,] , Adjutant and Insjpector General, 


See next, mte. 
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^ „ , , Eiohmond, October 33, 1861. 

Col. Thomas J. Judge, 

Huntsville, Ala.: 

Pi’oceed with as little delay as practicable with your regiment (the 
Fourteenth Alabama) to Manassas, where it will receive its armament. 

S. COOPER, 

[5-] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Richmond, October 24,1861. 

General A. R. Lawton, 

Savannah, 6a.: 

Order immediately to Richmond all the unarmed troops that are in 
camps of instruction in Georgia and that have been mustered into 
service for the war. Urgent. 


[5.] 


J. P. BENJAMDsT, 
Acting Secretary of War, 


Eastyille, October 24, 1861. 

Hon. Secretary of War of the Confederate States, 

War Department^ Richmond^ Ya.: 

Sir ; It is reported and believed here that we are soon to be invaded 
by the Federal forces. You will perceive by reference to the map that 
our territory (the Eastern Shore of Virginia) is exceedingly exposed, 
and that we can have no opportunity of retreat in the event of a defeat.* 
Our defenses are entirely inadequate to repel even a comparatively 
small force. Our officers are entirely inexperienced, and I believe 
without the confidence of the people. Under the circumstances we 
would be very glad to be advised by you what course to pursue. It is 
thought the object of the Federals in occupying our peninsula is to 
re establish the lights on our coast and to establish telegraphic com¬ 
munication with Philadelphia, and that a proposition will be made by 
them to be allowed to do this, and in the event of a refusal to enforce 
their plans. The feeling here seems to be a disposition to resist, but if 
they are in earnest in their intention they can easily bring forces 
against us that we can not by any possibility resist. Will you be so 
good as to advise what course ought to be pursued? Please excuse 
this liberty in a stranger in addressing you, and let me hear from you 
at your earliest convenience. I would be very much indebted to you, 
if you can conveniently do so, to refer this matter to President Davis. 
As it is out of the power of the Confederate Government to afford us 
any assistance in the way of force, your advice will be anxiously 
looked for. 

Very respectfully, 

[4.] JWO. S. PAEKEE. 


Headquarters Department of North Oarodina, 

Goldshoroughj October 1861. 

General J. G. Martin, 

Adjutant-General of North Carolina^ Raleigh: 

General: I am informed by General Anderson that the muskets for 
the Twenty-eighth Eegiment of North Carolina Volunteers have not 
been received, nor is he informed when they may be expected, and that 
130 or 140 muskets are necessary to complete the arming of the Thirtieth 



356 


MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. LXm. 


Eegimeut. His letter was dated yesterday. If it be possible to expe¬ 
dite the arming* of those troops it should be done with all dispatch, as 
there is every indication that their services will be needed at once. I 
forwarded yesterday to His Excellency a telegram from the signal officer 
at Norfolk to the effect that the enemy were taking on board a large 
body of troops at Fortress Monroe bound seaward. If destined for our 
coast they will be off Macon or Wilmington to-day. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[4. ] Brigadier- Genera L 


Goldsboroug-h, October 1861. 

Governor Clark, Raleigh^ N. C. : 

Just received the following telegram from the Secretary of War : 

We have reason to suspect that the expedition now about to sail from Fortress 
Monroe is intended to land a force of about 1,500 men on your coast a few miles 
below Port Macon, with the view of marching on New Berne. Keep a good lookout. 
Concentrate your forces so as to repel such an attack. 

If it is possible to forward armed troops to New Berne, please do so; 
also cause the arms of the Twenty-eighth Eegimeut to be forwarded to 
them at once. 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[4. ] _ Brigadier- General, 

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 188. 5 Richmond^ October 24^ 1861. 

****** * 

VL Colonel Wofford’s Eighteenth Eegiment G-eorgia Volunteers, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Stovall’s battalion Georgia Volunteers, with its 
light battery, will immediately proceed, under command of Ool. G. W. 
C. Lee, to Goldsborough, E, C., and report for duty to Brigadier-General 
Gatlin. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JWO. WITHERS, 

[4.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Rokfolk, October 24,1861. 

J, P. Benjamin: 

Signals from below inform ns that the enemy embarked troops at Old 
Point late yesterday evening and headed seaward. The main part of 
the expedition are still at anchor off the fortress, viz, twenty-nine steam¬ 
ers and gun-boats and forty-one transports. 

JAMES F. MILLIGAN, 

[4.] Captain, Signal Officer. 


Richmond, October 25,1861. 

General T. H. Holmes, 

Brooke’s Station, Va.: 

If General J. E. Johnston wants your assistance he will notify you, 
as his command extends on the line of the Potomac from the Alleghany 
Mountains to the Chesapeake. 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


( 6.1 
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Headquarters Department op N'orth Carolina, 

Goldsborough^ October 25. 1861. 

Brig. Gen. D. H. Hill, 

Commanding District of Pamlico^ Fort Macon, JSF. 0.: 

GeneraIj : Tour letter of this date has been received. A messenger 
was sent to Eichinond by Colonel White with a requisition for long- 
range guns, &c. That requisition I approved. Lieutenant Latham 
came back with a few musket cartridges, I believe. He was again sent 
to Eichmond. This morning he telegraphs that he is at Weldon with 
powder and shells, but the agent refuses to forward them by tlie mail 
train. I have sent him an order to do so without fail. Probably they 
may reach Macon to-night. I have made so many requisitions on the 
Ordnance Departm^ent at Eichmond for guns and powder without 
obtaining anything that I am not disposed to do so again. An 8-inch 
columbiad is promised, but I do not know if Lieutenant Latham has it. 
I was much surprised to learn from Colonel White to-day that he had 
no [provisions]. It has been understood here that Port Macon had a 
four-months’ supply for 700 men. It is really culpable in the commis¬ 
sary to allow the fort to be put in such a strait. I have ordered sup¬ 
plies such as are here, and will forward others when received, but I 
would like to hear the explanation of the commissary for what really 
seems criminal neglect or something worse. I expect seventeen com¬ 
panies and a light battery here, but the Secretary of War forbids their 
being sent to the coast until we are certain where the enemy intends to 
attempt an attack. Other re-enforcements will be forwarded if he 
lands. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIK, 

[4,] Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Division, Pirst Corps, 

Nio. 7. ) JVear Centerville^ October 26^ 1861. 

I. Surg. J. S. D. Cullen, C. S. Army, is announced as medical 
director of this division. He will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

By command of Major-General Longstreet: 

G. MOXLEY SOREEL, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-Gene>'al. 


Headquarters Aquia District, 

Brooke^s Station^ October 26, 1861. 

Maj. Thomas G. Bhett, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Dejgt. of the Potomac: 

Major: In order that the general commanding may be more particu¬ 
larly advised as to the condition of matters in this district, I have 
respectfully to inform you that in order to secure the services of an 
experienced and competent officer at Evansport I formed the three 
infantry regiments there into a brigade and put it under the command 
of Col. J. G. Walker. I did this because General Trimble is entirely 
unacquainted with the management and maneuvering of troops, and 
without such a man to advise with and execute instructions I appre¬ 
hend great confusion and want of confidence among the volunteers, 
who, of all troops, require a head who is palpably better informed than 
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their own officers on all matters connected with, their duty. The other 
regiments have not been brigaded, but are acting separately, making 
their reports directly to myself. This keeps me constantly at this post, 
so that I have not been able to visit the lower part of the district at 
all. I respectfully recommend that the troops in this district be bri¬ 
gaded as follows: Eirst Brigade, to be commanded by (rcneral Trimble— 
First, Second, and Third North Carolina State Troops, Twentieth and 
Fortieth Yirginia Volunteers, stationed at or near Aqnia Creek 5 Sec¬ 
ond Brigade, to be commanded by Col. J. G, Walker, C. S. Army— 
First Arkansas Volunteers, Second Tennessee, Twelfth North Carolina, 
Forty-seventh Virginia Volunteers, stationed at or near Evansport; 
Third Brigade—the Fifty-fifth Eegiment Virginia Volunteers and the 
unattached companies of local volunteers and militia, on the Eappa- 
hannock, to be under the command of Col. George E. Pickett, C. S. 
Provisional Army. The lower Eappahannock was looked on by General 
Lee, when he commanded, as of primary importance, and it was with 
much difficulty that I dissuaded him from detaching a considerable 
part of my force here for its defense, he believing that Urbana was a 
point from whence the enemy could operate against Richmond- If the 
general commanding coincides in opinion with General Lee, it is impor¬ 
tant that another regiment should be sent there with instructions to 
erect and defend a battery at Gray’s Point, which would prevent a fleet 
from passing up the Rappahannock effectually. My own opinion is 
there is no danger in that quarter, and that the troops now there are 
sufficient to reassure the people and to prevent the absconding of slaves. 
The nine regiments and four light batteries that [are] near here and 
Evansport are ample for the defense of the heavy batteries on the river 
against any force the enemy will probably send, having no other object 
than their destruction in view, and I have no doubt that General Whit¬ 
ing’s brigade, aided by them, will be abundantly able to defend the line 
of the Occoquan against any army that may be sent there to turn Gen¬ 
eral Beauregard’s right 5 but, in order that this should be beyond per- 
adventure, it would be well if the fords of that river were fortified with 
breast-works, &c. If, however, the general commanding thinks there 
is no danger there, and that General Beaui’egard may require aid else¬ 
where, I think he may with perfect propriety order me to march with, 
six, or even seven, regiments to his assistance, and thus leave the bat¬ 
teries to be defended temporarily by two or three regiments—enough to 
defend them against men landing from their war vessels. In reference 
to the condition of my division I am much pleased to inform you that 
the health of the troops is steadily improving, their discipline excellent, 
and that they are tolerably well instructed. I think the batteries at 
Evansport have accomplished the object for which they were con¬ 
structed, and that the few vessels that pass them at night are unim¬ 
portant to the great interest of the enemy cut off by them. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TH. H. HOLMES, 
Major-General^ Commanding District, 

[Eirst indorsement.] 

BfEADQtrAETERS, 
Centerville^ N'ovember 1861, 

As Brigadier-General Trimble was assigned to the command of the 
post near Dumfries, this proposed organization is respectfully referred, 
to the War Department. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 

General, 
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[Second indorsement.] 

]?Toye]mbee 4,1861. 

Eespectfully submitted to Secretary of War. 

S. OOOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and l7ispeetor General. 


Eichmond, Octoher 27^ 1861. 

Col. George E. Pickett, C. S. Army, 

Tappahamiock^ Ya.: 

Colonel : Information has been received which is deemed reliable 
that the enemy is about to make his approaches with strong force by 
the Eappahaiinock Eiver toward Fredericksburg. You will immedi¬ 
ately call out all the force you can collect in the country, to be armed 
with such weapons as they can bring, to repel this invasion. General 
T. H. Holmes has been written to on the subject by the Secretary of 
War. 

Very respectfully, &c., S. COOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Healqitaeters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldshorough^ Octoher 27,1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Ta.: 

General: I have the honor to report that Col. G. W. C. Lee, with 
Lieutenant-Colonel StovalPs battalion of Georgia Volunteers, with its 
light battery, and Colonel Wofford’s Eighteenth Eegiment of Georgia 
Volunteers, have arrived at this place, the former yesterday morning, 
the latter late last night. They have gone into camp, to be held in 
readiness to move down upon the coast should the enemy attempt to 
land. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[4. ] Brigadier- Gene^'al^ Go^mna^idmg. 


Milledgeville, October 28,1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin: 

I am just informed by private source, having no official information, 
that you have ordered the troops at Camp Stephens and Camp McDon¬ 
ald, and probably other regiments, to Virginia, We are expecting an 
invasion of Georgia every day. You have nearly all Georgia army and 
over 20,000 of her troops in Virginia. Again, the winter is just com¬ 
mencing, and these troops are poorly supplied with clothes for cold 
weather. It will therefore be peculiarly hard on them to be ordered to 
Virginia for the winter. In the name of the State and as an act of justice 
to the troops I feel it my imperative duty to enter my solemn protest 
against the removal. 

[5.J JOSEPH E. BEOWN. 


Eichmond, October 28,1861. 

Governor Joseph E. Brown, 

Milledgeville, Ga.: 

The troops ordered here are unarmed and are required for urgent 
service in the public defense. They cannot be armed in Georgia, but 



360 


MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. LXm. 

can be armed by the general in command of the Army of tbe Potomac. 
I will have them clad here comfortably. I should fail in a solemn pub¬ 
lic duty if I neglected to re-enforce to my utmost ability our army, now 
confronted with greatly superior numbers and in daily expectation of 
attack. If your State is invaded you shall be re-enforced with armed 
men as fast as they can possibly be sent to you. 

J. P. BEISTJAMIN, 

[5.j Acting Secretary of War, 


Brooke’s Station, October 28^ 1861, 

General Cooper: 

Dr. Yan Camp, just from Washington, says the enemy, 65,000 strong, 
will land below Mathias Point to-night, and that sixteen regiments are 
opposite Evansport [with] sixty guns, light artillery. 

T. H. HOLMES, 

[5.] Major-Oener ah 


Korfolk, October 28^ 1861, 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Signal just made from below. Enemy embarking troops in steamers, 
which are heading seaward. 

JAS. E. MILLIGAN, 

[4.] Captain and Signal Officer for General Huger, 


Camp Dickerson, October 28,1861, 

General Lee, &c. : 

Sir: All my forces having arrived, I am now ready for active oper¬ 
ations. I have possession of Cotton Hill, and stop all the ferries on New 
River. I have cannon on the heights, commanding Montgomery’s 
3^>rry, and I can cut the road up the Kanawha, by which alone the 
enemy receives his supplies from the Ohio, whenever I choose. He 
will then have no choice but to force my positions or retreat to the 
northwest. If you will now make a decided movement in advance witli 
the army at Sewell Mountains, it is nearly certain that we will capture 
the whole of the Northern army, or drive it entirely from the valley. 
I can undertake with some degree of confidence to prevent a retreat 
down the Kanawha, and if you will attack him on the turnpike road, it 
seems to me impossible that he should escape. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

[5.j J. B. FLOYD. 


Richmoni), October 28, 1861, 

General R. O. Gatlin, 

Goldsborough, JT. 0.: 

The fleet has just sailed from Hampton Roads. Our spies now- 
report its destination to be Wilmington and Smithfield. I have tele¬ 
graphed to General J. R. Anderson. Have your troops ready to move 
to his help at a moment’s warning if the attack is aimed at him. 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Acting Secretary of War^ 


[ 4 .] 
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Headquarters Department of Horth Carolina, 

Goldsborough. October ^8. 1861. 

Brig. Gen. D. H. Hill, 

Commanding District of Pamlico. Fort Macon^ F. C. : 

General : I have to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter of the 
27th instant.* You cannot regret more than myself my inability to 
forward more troops to your district. I have not a soldier under my 
command not somewhere on the coast, save Colonel Lee’s command of 
nineteen companies now in reserve at this point with instructions from 
the War Department not to send them to the coast until it is ascer¬ 
tained where the enemy intend to land. I will not pretend to advise 
in the matter, but what think you of transferring Yance’s regiment 
with Pender’s battery to Shackleford’s Banks? I have urged upon the 
Governor to send every man he can arm to the coast. As yet I have 
heard of no other troops than four companies of cavalry under Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Robinson, who have been ordered to Washington via 
New Berne to report to you. Please let me know where you prefer 
having them sent. They may come by this place perhaps to-morrow 
or next day. If they do I shall direct the colonel to halt at New Berne 
and await your orders, unless I hear from you in regard to them. As 
regards Roanoke Island, I really cannot send troops there to relieve 
Colonel Wright’s regiment. I wrote to Colonel Shaw on the subject of 
the difference existing between him and Colonel W., witli the hope that 
the course I recommended would heal the breach between them. I will 
forward a copy of your letter to the War Department and urge upon 
the Secretary the necessity of sending a couple of North Carolina regi¬ 
ments there in the place of Colonel W.’s, Let me know what size gun, 
carriages you require. Perhaps I can get them from the shops in 
Wnmingtoii. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. 0. GATLIN, 

[4.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Richmond, October 29^ 1861. 

Brig. Gen. James H. Carson, 

Winchester^ Ya.: 

Sir : I am instructed to inform you, in reply to your communication 
of the 25th instant, that Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson has been ordered to 
the command of the Yalley District, extending from the Blue Ridge to 
the Alleghany Mountains, with full powers to act in all matters relating 
to the defense of that district and the military operations therein. 

Yery respectfully, &c., 

R. H. CHILTON, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 
Meadoic Bluffs October 29^ 1861. 

General John B. Floyd, 

Commanding Army of the Kanawha: 

General : I advised you in my letter of the 20th of the necessity of 
the return of the troops under General Loring to the Huntersville line, 
and of the withdrawal of the Wise Legion to this place. The latter 
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force, with Colonel Clarke’s regiment North Carolina Volunteers, are 
here encamped. All the sick requiring hospital treatment, belonging 
to the troops operating in this valley, have been sent to the hospitals. 
A portion of tlie Mississippi regiment, Colonel Eussell’s, is encamped 
here, and reported by the attending physician as doing well. The sick 
at the Blue Sulphur are improving. Some deaths have occurred there, 
and the hospital is badly managed. I gave in a visit to it all necessary 
instructions, but the difficulty lies in the execution of orders. There 
is no proper person in charge. Lieutenant-Colonel Venable was absent. 
I shall visit the hospital at Lewisburg and White Sulphur to-day and 
proceed thence to Eichmoud. I have endeavored to find a better 
encamping ground than this at this season of the year, and one more 
defensible with the present force, but have not succeeded. The scar¬ 
city of water is the obstacle. There is a full supply of provisions for 
the troops, and I have sent back the wagons to bring up all the clothing 
that may be at Jackson’s Eiver for the regiments here stationed. Col¬ 
onel J. Lucius Davis is in command of the trooi)s, who is directed to 
keep you advised of occurrences. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[^•] _ General^ Commanding, 

Gamp keab PuESTONBUEa, October ^9,1801. 
General John B. Eloyd: 

Genebal : I am here with between 1,000 and 1,200 men, trying to 
muster and organize them, but we have so much scouting and picket 
duty to perform that it has been almost impossible to compile our 
muster-rolls. There are 5,000 Federal troops at Hazel Green and West 
Liberty under command of General Nelson. Their object I believe fisj 
to move uj) the Sandy to the Virginia and Tennessee Eailroad. The 
force I have is badly armed and without any instruction. We have 
scarcely any ammunition. If the force moves up the Sandy, as I ex])ect, 
I shall fight a sort of guerrilla fight, fall back, and kill as many of them 
as possible. 

Yours, truly, JOHN S. WILLIAMS, 

' Colonel^ Commanding. 

P, S.—There is no possibility of my being mistaken as to the enemy’s 
strength. 


Nokeolk, October 29 , 1861 — 9.80 a . m . 

Hon. SecretABY oe War: 

Thirty-six steamers and one transport steamer have gone to sea this 
morning and two yesterday. 

[4.J BENJ. HITGEE. 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Ooldsborough, October 29, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. D. H. Hill, 

Commanding, die., Fort Macon: 

General: I have received a dispatch from the Secretary of War 
saying that the fleet has just sailed from Hampton Eoads and that our 
spies say it is destined, for Wilmington. The troops here will be held 



363 


Chap. Lxni.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.-CONFEDERATE. 

ready to move at a moment’s warning. As they may make a feint upon 
Macon in order to draw our troops in that direction, it is of course 
advisable to look sharply to this and not have the small re-enforcements 
under my command misdirected. Therefore, in case they appear off 
that fort please give me immediate notice, with your opinion as to their 
designs. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. C. GATLIN, 

] Brigadier- Genera L 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 1961 j Richmond^ October 30^ 1861, 

^ * * # * # # 

X. The following cavalry companies, viz. Captain Tayloe’s Alabama 
Volunteers and Captain Shannon’s South Carolina Volunteers, will pro¬ 
ceed by route march to Manassas, Va., and report to General J. E. 
Johnston, commanding Department of Northern Virginia. The com¬ 
panies will be prepared to move on Saturday, the 2d proximo. Captain 
Wilson’s company Mississippi Volunteers will form part of the Missis¬ 
sippi battalion encamped near this city. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[S.] Assistant Adj\itant-General. 


Winchester, October 30^ isoi. 
Hon. E. M. T. Hunter, Becretary of State: 

Dear Sir: The subject upon which I address you, I am well aware, 
does not fall within the range of your official duties, but it is one in wliich, 
as a citizen of Virginia, you cannot fail to feel a deep interest, and as I 
am wholly unknown to either the President or Secretary of War I am 
persuaded you will excuse me for bringing it to your attention, and 
leave it to you to present; it to their consideration, if you shall deem it 
of sufficient importance to deserve it. The subject I allude to is the 
exposed condition of the border counties in this part of the State and 
the injurious consequences resulting to our cause in the withdrawal 
from it of the supx)ort of some of the best citizens from the apparent 
inability of our Government to afford them that protection Avhich they 
think they have a right to demand. 1 have not overlooked the fact of 
the great and pressing necessity which has existed, and which I appre¬ 
hend still exists, for the presence of large bodies of troops at other 
points, which it is absolutely essential to the maintenance of the com¬ 
mon cause should be successfully defended at any and every hazard. 
Nor would I recommend the adoption of any course which, in the judg¬ 
ment of others better qualified to form an opinion, might be thought 
to imperil the safety of the points alluded to,- but if they can be made 
secure, and at the same time such a force could be spared as would 
afford protection to the counties bordering on the Upper Potomac, we 
should thereby secure the united support of these counties to our cause, 
which is in danger of being lost to us by a longer continuance of the 
perils of life and property to which they have already been so long 
exposed. The loyal people of the large and populous counties of 
Hampshire and Hardy especially have suffered severely for six months 
past in their persons and property from the presence within their limits 
of a military force of the enemy, which has subjected them not only to 
heavy pecuniary losses, but to great danger to themselves and their 
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families. Some of tliem have been seized and imprisoned, while a much 
larger number have been compelled to seek safety by a total abandon¬ 
ment of their homes. It would have been at any time within the 
period indicated, as it is now, in the power of a body of troops, of 
three or four regiments at most, to have afforded their people ample 
protection, and to have chastised in an exemplary manner the invaders 
of our soil, and most probably to have captured every one of them. Jf 
the war is to continue for another year or two, the loss to our troops of 
supplies (especially of beef) from these two counties will be severely 
felt. I do not think I should transcend a fair estimate of its value in 
saying that in fat and stock cattle and hogs alone the people of the two 
counties named have already sustained an aggregate loss of more than 
$100,000, and unless they can be relieved of the presence of the enemy 
before the spring it is to be feared that they will be stripped of every¬ 
thing necessary to the sustenance of their families. Eomney, the 
county seat of Hampshire, is now in the possession of the enemy, who 
threaten to make it their winter quarters, and the people of Moorefield, 
the county seat of Hardy, are in dread of a like visitation. Berkeley 
Springs, the county seat of Morgan, was visited on Monday last, being 
their county court day, by a detachment of Federal troops from the 
neighboring town of Hancock, in Maryland, who came in upon it so 
suddenly that tKe sheriff of the county, the members of the court, and 
a number of the most respectable citizens of the county were seized and 
carried as prisoners to the headquarters of these bandits in Maryland. 
The effect of all this has been, and is being, to compel men who would 
be otherwise true and loyal to our cause to seek that protection from 
our enemies which our own Government is unable to afford them. The 
same thing is being done to a greater or less extent in the counties of 
Berkeley and Jefferson, and the apprehension of it here is not without 
its influence in preparing some of our own people to follow their example, 
and unless the evil can be arrested there is no foreseeing to what disas¬ 
trous and discreditable consequences it may lead. Some uneasiness, 
in which I do not participate, is felt here that Winchester is in danger 
from a concentration upon it of the enemy’s forces at Eomney and in 
the neighborhood of Harper’s Ferry. That it might be easily captured 
by such a move is undoubtedly true, as we have no force to resist them 
except the skeletons of two or three regiments of militia and a small 
force of mounted men under Colonel Ashby. My confidence in our 
security rests in the impracticability of their venturing so far into the 
interior, where they might be cut off by a detachment of our force at 
Manassas coming suddenly upon them. I have been obliged to write 
very hurriedly, and perhaps have not made myself very clearly under¬ 
stood, but sufficiently so, I hope, to explain the importance of something 
being done, and with as litifle delay as possible, to give our border 
people an assurance that the Government has both the power and the 
will to give them protection. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
[5.] J. H. SHBREAED. 


Eiohmond, October 30^ 1861. 

General J. E. Johnston, • 

Centerville^ Va.: 

You are authorized to retain General T. J. Jackson for the present. 
The Secretary of War has written to you on the subject by mail. 

S. COOPER, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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Headquarters Department of liToRTH Carolina, 

OoldsboroiiglL October 30j 1861, 

Brig. Gen. D. H. Hill, 

Commanding District of DamlicOy Fort Macon: 

General: I am in receipt of two letters from you, dated yesterday, 
but you must have omitted to inclose Commodore Lyncli’s, as I do not 
find it in the envelope. As I cannot be at [New Berne to-morrow, 
unless called there by the presence of the fleet ofi* Bort Macon, I beg* 
that you will represent and act for me in any official interview you may 
have with the commodore in regard to combined action. In regard to 
Colonel Jordan’s regiment, it has never reported to me; is not in Beau¬ 
fort County by any other than the Governor’s order. If it is in the 
service of the Confederate States, dispose of it as you may think best. 
I had hoped that the cavalry would have reached li^'ew Berne by this. 
I have directed my adjutant-general to write you in regard to them. 
Dispose of them and any other troops sent to report to you as you may 
think best. I think I wrote that I had forwarded a copy of your letter 
to General Cooper. In doing so I took occasion to beg that he would 
lay it before the President, with the hope that he might see some way 
of sending speedily the required re-enforcements. I have received no 
reply. In regard to the collecting of naval stores at Swansborough, I 
do not know that we can prevent it, but the owners ought to be advised 
to remove it, and certainly it ought to be destroyed rather than permit 
it to fall into the hands of the enemy. I am surprised to hear that 
Captain Howard intends to return to Wilmington. The order placing 
you ill command of Swansborough, &c., directed him to remain under 
your orders until otherwise directed. Ho doubt but that the fleet left 
Hampton Eoads night before last. If they intend to attack us, we 
ought to hear of them to-day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIH, 

[4.] Brigadier General^ Go7nmanding, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ho. 198. ) Richmondy October 31y 1861, 

XVI. Colonel Trigg will immediately proceed with his Fifty-fourth 
Eegiment Virginia Volunteers, from Christiansburg, T'a., to Preston- 
burg, Ky., and report for duty to the commanding officer at the latter 
place. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JHO. WITHEES, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Biclmondy October 31,1861. 

Major-General Huuer, 

Worfolky Ya,: 

Sir : Your letter to General S. Cooper of the 28th instant has been 
referred to the Secretary of War, who directs me to say in reply that 
ample time and every possible facility have already been extended to 
alien enemies to quit the Confederate States of America. If they have 
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not availed tliemselves of this liberal policy they certaiuly have no one 
to blame except tliemselves, and if they still hope to leave the Confed¬ 
eracy at pleasure they abuse the generosity which has been shown 
them. This policy, which by its nature was temporary, has now expired. 
Henceforth alien enemies who may be found within our borders will be 
regarded and treated as prisoners of war. You will accordingly send 
hither as such all men within your custody or power whom you may 
know to be alien enemies. 

Very respectfully, 

A. T. BLEDSOE, 

[4.] Chief of Bureau of War, 


Headquabtebs Abmy of the Peninsula, 

Yorlcto'wn, October 1861, 

Brigadier-General McLaws, 

Commanding at Young's Mill: 

Genebal: As you may be surprised that Colonel Ward’s regiment 
was withdrawn from your division, I deem it proper to state that sub¬ 
sequent to my last orders on this subject the First North Carolina Eegi- 
ment, whose time expires on the 13th of November, declined to continue 
in service on the terms proposed by the Government, which made it 
necessary to withdraw them to this post preparatory to their being 
mustered out in accordance with orders, and as a consequence Colonel 
Ward’s regiment was ordered to General Eains’ division to supply their 
place, and Colonel Marigiiy’s regiment was ordered to Patrick’s with 
the view of rendering assistance to either division that might require 
it. Should a sudden advance of the enemy be made known to you, you 
will cause Colonel Marigny to execute the orders prescribed for Col¬ 
onel Ward’s regiment, unless circumstances not anticipated should cause 
you to make a different use of this regiment. You are informed that 
Major Dean’s battalion, of the Fifth Louisiana Eegimeut, has been 
ordered to Lee’s Mill to take the jfface of Colonel Marigny’s regiment. 
This battalion will also be under your orders, but it is deemed more 
advisable that it remain at Lee’s Mill as a rallying i)oint should that 
line of Warwick Eiver be adopted through necessity, than that it should 
be called to the front as a reserve. Of this, however, you must judge 
from the occurrences if a battle should take i)lace. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEHDEE, 

[4.] Major-General^ Commanding, 


Eichmond, November f 1861, 

Col. Geobg-e E. Pickett, 

Commanding^ Fort Lowry^ near Tappahannoclc^ Va, : 

Colonel: Your several communications of the 29th and 31st ultimo 
have been received at this office. In answer, I can only briefly state 
that you are authorized under the circumstances presented by you to 
exercise a sound discretion in disposing of the force under your com¬ 
mand in the manner suggested in your letter to General T. H. Holmes 
of the 29th, by distributing the troops as heretofore, unless you should 
find good and sufficient reason to the contrary. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c,, 

8 . COOPEE, 

[ 5 .] • ^ Adjutant and Inspector General,, 
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Executive Department, 

Raleigh^ N. (7., November 2^ 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Acting Secretary of War: 

Sib: I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours in rela¬ 
tion to the arms of the First liegiment North Carolina Volunteers. You 
propose a bargain for the arms in a manner so pleasant as to commend 
it most favorably to my consideration, but the indication of your pur¬ 
pose to retain the arms under any circumstances must forbid any trade. 
Let the arms be restored to their proper owners, and then we can listen 
to a proposition for their disposal. The arms belonged to the State of 
l^orth Carolina, and were tendered along with the volunteers to the 
Confederate Grovernment for a limited period,'and at the expiration of 
that period the volunteers, along with their arms, should be restored. 
That is good faith, and if not observed under the present urgent need 
for arms will occasion serious dissatisfaction and injury to the interest 
of tlie Confederacy and to our own defenses. 

The right to these arms is regarded as unquestionable, but it seems 
as if they are to be held by mere force, under the title of possession, 
and there is no redress. North Carolina would not insist on her right, 
or even claim them, but from an imperative necessity for them at home. 
She has already sliown to the Confederacy and to her sister States how 
cheerfully she contributed them to the common cause while she had 
them, and now that invasion has reached her own soil her own arms 
are denied her. We are called on to defend our homes with our own 
men. We liaise and present companies and regiments, and they are 
refused by your instructions because they liave no arms, and now you 
refuse us the arms. The officers charged by you with the defense of 
North Carolina call upon me for six regiments and four artillery com¬ 
panies. I have now most of the men raised, but under your orders they 
are refused for want of arms, and we are all paralyzed. If I were 
to call on you for arms and you had none I could submit with patience, 
but to dispossess a State of her own arms and retain them when they 
are so much needed will awaken distrust and disaffection toward the 
Confederacy, and seriously impair our united counsels and actions for 
the future. 

The State of North Carolina is now using every effort to manufacture 
rifles and buy guns, but the operation of this proposed rule must retard 
the buying and making of arms and mustering them into service. In 
connection with this subject I will take the liberty of informing you 
that some of the companies of the First Regiment came into the service 
with their own arms, which they had x>iovided themselves with while 
drilling in the volunteer comiianies before the war. I know this is the 
case with Company A, and have heard so about others. To take these 
arms away would leave a very bad imiiression on the minds of the vol¬ 
unteers who had generously furnished their own arms and used them 
so well; but still their case is no stronger than the State’s, and I can 
add nothing in their behalf more than I have said for the State. I 
am further informed that about 200 of them have been distributed 
among the militia on the Peninsula. 1 am willing for these arms to do 
service for any in this war, but first for their owners, who now need 
them most. 

Hitherto the seat of war has turned your attention almost entirely to 
Virginia, but the operations of the enemy have reached our coast, and 
I am compelled to call your attention to it. The officers charged with 
the defense of our extensive sea-board have called on me for six regi¬ 
ments and four batteries, and I most respectfully but urgently call on 
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you for arms and guns to meet their requisitions. I have only arms 
noAV for about one regiment. I hope the guns for the batteries can be 
funiished and mounted in Eichmoudj if not, I am advised by General 
Hill that they can be procured in Georgia (Rome, I believe). The men 
are ready for these arms if they can be furnished soon. I also ask you 
to have returned to the State 500 rifles, loaned by the State to the 
navy-yard, which T am told never have been used, and probably never 
will be. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

[4.] ^ HE]SrEY T. CLARK. 


Exegutiye Department, 

Raleigh^ JSf. 6^, NoDemher 1861. 

Hon. J. r. Benjamin, 

Acting iSecrefarjf of War: 

Sir: I have just been informed by the quartermaster of the First 
Korth Carolina Volunteers that it was designed to keep them at York- 
town till their last day of service, and then be discharged in Virginia* 
I trust this information is not correct; but coming from such a source 
I felt bound to intercede, while I had time, in their behalf. I think the 
course is very unusual. If not, it certainly is very unjust toward many 
of them to be turned adrift away from home among so many vices and 
temptations, and you may easily predict the unfortunate fate of many 
of them. Ir you can’t gratify a soldier’s pride by allowing them to 
march home with the arms with which they won the brilliant fight at 
Bethel, at least allow them a safe and decent journey home, like honest 
men who had done their duty. If there is any truth in the information 
upon which 1 base this request, this letter needs no apology. If I have 
been misinformed, I am pleased; but felt bound to give it some credit 
from the source from which it came. 

Very respectfully, 

[41 HENRY T, CLARK* 


Special Orders, ^ Hdqrs. Second Div., First Corps, 

> Army op the Potomac, 

No. 0. ) Novemher 4^ 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Charles Clark having been assigned to duty with the 
Seventh Brigade, is relieved from service with this command. He will 
turn over the command of the Fourth Brigade to the senior colonel 
and report for special instructions to the commanding general. 

By command of Major-General Longstreet: 

G. MOXLEY SORREL, 

[5.] Assistcmt Adjutant- General. 


Camp Dickerson, November 1861. 

General John B. Floyd, 

Qommanding Army of the Kanawha: 

Sir : In compliance with a verbal request this day made, the under¬ 
signed beg leave to submit that after mature deliberation we unani¬ 
mously concur in the opinion that it is impracticable and impolitic to 
hold Cotton Hill and the positions now occupied by your immediate 
tins season. 
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We are farther of the opinion that the command, with the least prac¬ 
ticable delay, should be removed to ITewbern, Dublin, some point near 
the railroad, or to a more active field of operations, as you may deem 
best. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

H. Heth, colonel, commanding First Brigade; C, Q. Tomp¬ 
kins, colonel Twenty-second Virginia Guard; Dan. E. 
Eussell, colonel, &o., commanding Third Brigade; Will¬ 
iam Phillips, commanding Legion; John McCausland, 
colonel, commanding Thirty-sixth Virginia; G.O. Whar¬ 
ton, Fifty-first; W. Ector, colonel Thirteenth Georgia; 
M. Douglass, lieutenant-colonel Thirteenth Georgia; 
Thomas Smith, major Thirty-sixth Eegiment Virginia 
Volunteers (by C. Q, Tompkins); George 0. Waddill, com¬ 
manding Fourth Louisiana Battalion; George A. Cun¬ 
ningham, major Fifty-first Virginia Eegiment; L. Wilber 
Eeid, lieutenant-colonel Thirty-sixth Virginia; H.Cantey, 
captain, commanding Twentieth Eegiment Mississippi 
Volunteers; E. H.Finney, captain and assistant adjutant- 
general; Samuel H. Henry, captain and acting commis¬ 
sary of subsistence. Forty-fifth Eegiment. 


Eiohmond, Mvemier 4,1861. 

General J. E, Anderson, 

Wilmington, W. 0.: 

As soon as Governor F. W. Pickens informs you that South OaroEna 
is attacked, you may send him all the aid that you can possibly spare. 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 

[4.] Acting Secretary of War. 


Goldsborough, November 4,1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-Oeneral, Iticlimond, Va.: 

The steamer Union, one of the fleet, went ashore sixteen miles from 
Fort Macon on the night of the 2d. She was loaded with horses, gun 
carriages, &c. But Ettle of value was saved. Seventy-three prisoners 
fell into our hands, who report that the fleet is destined for Port Eoyal 
or Georgetown, S. G., and that the Union was south of Fryingpan 
Shoals when driven back. 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[4.] Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 206. ) Richmond, November 5,1861. 

1. Col. G. W. 0. Lee, 0. S. Army, with Colonel Wofford’s Eighteenth 
Eegiment Georgia Volunteers and Lieutenant-Colonel Stovall’s battal¬ 
ion of Georgia Volunteers, now at Goldsborough, N. C., will immediately 
proceed to this city and report to the Adjutant-General for farther 
orders. 

#**#**• 

24 R R^VOIi LI, PT II 
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IV. Colonel Starke’s Sixtieth Eegiment Virginia Volunteers, Wiwse 
Legion, will be organized under its colonel, as follows: The four com¬ 
panies of that regiment raised in Eastern Virginia to be detached frona 
the regiment and their places supplied by three companies of the legion 
raised in Western Virginia and two companies (to be consolidated into 
one company) of Pegram’s regiment, now at Staunton, the detached 
companies to be disposed of hereafter. 

* * # «! # # # 

XI. The Twenty-second Eegiment Alabama Volunteers, Col. Z. O, 
Deas commanding, will immediately proceed to this city and report for 
duty to the Adjutant-General. The Sam. Cooper Eifles is assigned as 
a company of the Twenty-second Eegiment Alabama Volunteers. 
**##*#* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-G-eneral. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters, 

34. ) Richmond^ November 5, 1861, 

I. The district or division created by General Orders from these 
headquarters dated April 26,1861, comprising the Virginia troops iix 
and about Eichmond, is hereby discontinued. The records, desks, and. 
movable property belonging thereto will be for the present deposited in. 
this ofiBce. 

IL Lieut. Col. John E. Johnson, acting assistant adjutant-general to 
the division, is relieved from that duty, and will proceed to the head¬ 
quarters of Major-General Holmes and report for duty with the cavalry 
serving under his command. 

By order of General Lee: 

GEO. DEAS, 

[^•] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 208. 3 Richmond^ November 6, 1861. 

* * ^ ^ # 

VI. Captain Maurin will immediately proceed with his light battery 
of Louisiana artillery to Yorktown, Va., and report for duty to Major- 
General Magruder, commanding. 

***#### 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

L^-J Assistant Adjutant-General. 


^ ^ ^ Eichmond, November 6,1861. 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Manassasj Va.: 

Col. Elchard Griffith, of Mississippi, has been appointed brigadier- 
general, to replace General Charles Clark. The Texas regiments leave 
to-morrow via Fredericksburg. 

. S. OOOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, 
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Headquarters Army of the Kanawha, 

Gamp Dickerson^ Ifovemher 6^ 1861. 

W. Botor, 

Colonel Thirteenth Georgia^ and others: 

Gentlemen : I am unable to comply with your request to break up 
my encampment here and move to Kewbern, ui)ou the Virginia and 
Tennessee Kailroad, for the purpose of taking up winter quarters at 
that place. I have thought the point at which this army should winter 
one of sufficient importance to submit to the War Department ten 
days ago, and to ask its orders upon the subject. These orders I pro¬ 
pose to await and carry out, although some other point than Kewbern 
be fixed upon as the proposed one at which to winter. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 

JOHK B. FLOYD. 

[5.] 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Kanawha, 

Ko. —. ) Gamp Dickerson, N'ovember 6,1861. 

I. Keliable information having reached General Floyd that the enemy 
in force are on this side of the Kanawha River, Colonel Heth, com¬ 
manding First Brigade, Army of the Kanawha, will station a picket 
on the path leading up the valley in the direction of Loop Creek; also 
six or seven men on the top of the moxiiitain at the crossing of this 
road. 

II. Colonel McCausland, commanding Second Brigade, Army of 
Kanawha, will post a i)icket on the top of the mountain at the cross¬ 
ing of the old road and along on the top of the ridge westward in the 
direction by which ilie enemy ai)proached a day or two since. 

By order of Brigadier-General Floyd: 

WILLIAM E. PETERS, 

[5.] Assistant AdjiitanP General. 


Ralei&h, November 6,1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War, Richmond: 

A letter found on board of the wreck of steamer Union on our coast 
indicates Port Royal as the destination of the fleet. 

H. T, CLARK. 

[^•] 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond, November 6,1861. 

His Excellency Henry T. Clark, 

Governor of NofiJi Carolina: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters 
of 2d instant, and must confess my surprise that Your Excellency 
should for one moment have credited a report that this Government 
would ofler an indignity to the brave soldiers who distinguished them¬ 
selves by their conduct at Bethel or that you could harbor the suspicion 
of an intention to retain the arms under any circumstances.” I have 
been most unfortunate in my expressions in conveying any such impres¬ 
sions. You requested that the regiment should be mustered out of 
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service in Korth Carolina. I playfnlly said I would agree to tliat if you 
would send me one of your own regiments to receive their arms, and 
that I would ftirnish the retiring regiment with superior arms. I 
expressly proposed, in a tone which I thought could not be mistaken, 
a bargain or contract with Your Excellency, and I cannot but feel 
mortified at the tone of a reply which attributes to me a purpose to 
retain by force property to which this Government has no claim, and 
which undoubtedly belongs to the State of North Carolina. 

Tour Excellency is also pleased to make grievous complaint that arms 
are refused to your troops, when the fact is, as I suppose, well known 
that we have not got them 5 and this complaint is made at the very 
moment when 5,000 armed men were held in reserve for the defense 
of your State in this city, one-third of whom were thrown forward to 
Goldsborough the instant we supposed the enemy’s expedition was 
aimed against you, and the rest ready to join them at an instant’s warn¬ 
ing. It is most disheartening to a public otficer to find his best-meant 
and most strenuous efforts to aid in the public defense so completely 
ignored and misconstrued; but these are not uncommon guerdons of 
the public servant, and certainly will in nowise diminish or impair the 
continuance of my exertions to do my duty, and my whole duty, to the 
whole country. The North Carolina regiment has been ordered to 
Eichmond. The order was issued before receipt of your letters. It 
will arrive here to-day or to-morrow with its arms. If it declines 
re-enlistment, it will proceed to North Carolina with its arms. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 

[4.] Acting Secretary of War. 


Speoiax Orders, ) Adjt, and Insp. General’s Ofpioe, 

No. 210. ) Eichmond^ Novemher 7, 1861. 

I. Captain McLaughlin’s company (the Eockbridge Artillery) Yir- 
ginia Volunteers will proceed with Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson’s brigade 
to the Valley District, and will be replaced from here by Captain 
Teiser’s battery, lately attached to Stovall’s battalion of Georgia Vol¬ 
unteers. 

# # ^ # 

IX. Brig. Gen. Samuel G. French, Provisional Army, will imme¬ 
diately repair to Evansport, Va., and report to Major-General Holmes, 
commanding, for duty in charge of the batteries and forces at and near 
that place. 

X. Brig. Gen. Isaac E. Trimble, Provisional Army, will immediately 
repair to Norfolk, Va., and report for duty to Major-General Huger, 
commanding. 

##***## 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters District op North Carolina, 

Ooldsboroughj November 7, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Martin, 

Adjutant-General of North Carolina^ Ealeigh: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let¬ 
ter of the 6 th instant relative to the calling out of the militia by Gen-, 
eral D. H. Hill, and have, in accordance with the instructions contained 
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therein, directed the general to disband all the militia called into service 
by his orders. I visited I^Tew Berne on the 5th and returned yesterday, 
having come to an understanding with the general that he should dis¬ 
band all the militia, save a few companies which he deemed important 
to guard certain points until they could be replaced by other troops. 
Those companies will be at once disbanded. I am not aware that Gen¬ 
eral Hill intended to place the militia in camps of instruction, but pre¬ 
sume his call was only intended to meet the probable invasion of our 
coast by the fleet, which it is now ascertained has gone farther south. 
^ I request that General Hill be furnished with a copy of the militia laws 
' of the State. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 
Brigadier-General^ Gom7nanding. 

Note. —Your telegram expressing the wish of Governor Clark that I 
should come up to Ealeigh yesterday did not reach this point until after 
the train had left. 

[4.] B.. 0. G. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 214. ] BicJmojid, November 9, 1861. 

zjt: # # # * 

VIII. The battalions of Virginia Volunteers serving with the Army 
of the Peninsula, commanded, respectively, by Majors Tomlin and Mon¬ 
tague, together with Captain Waddill’s company, will compose the Fifty- 
third Eegiment Virginia Volunteers. 

* * # * * # 


By command of the Secretary of War: 

[^•j 


JSO. WITHBES, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HBiLDQTTAETEBS DEPARTMENT OE ITOETH^ OAEOLINA, 

Goldsborough, November 9, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Martin, 

Adjutant-General of North Carolina^ Raleigh^ N. G.: 

General: I have the honor to report for the information of His 
Excellency the Governor, that under authority granted him by the Sec¬ 
retary of War, General Anderson has sent to the assistance of South 
Carolina Colonels Clingman’s and Eadcliffe’s regiments of North Caro¬ 
lina Volunteers and Ca])tain Moore^s battery of light artillery. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[■41 Brigadier- General. Commanding. 


BtEADQDARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

Goldsboroiighj November 9, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. J. E. Anderson, ^ 

Commanding District of the Ga^e Fear^ Wihningtonj N. C.: 

General : Your letter of the 8th instant has been received. I agree 
with you in regard to the uselessness of multiplying batteries, but in 
this instance common prudence dictates the erection of a battery on 
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and men under my command last night as far as the late position of 
therifled gun. Finding the enemy posted there mth three companies 
(ninety men), attacked and drove him off the ridge, killing 3, wounding 
2 , and taking 6 prisoners. The officers and men behaved gallantly. 
Sergt. Albert A. Bridges, of Company I, evinced great coolness and 
bravery. Kone of the command w^re hurt. Captured the following 
property: Two Enfield and 5 percussion muskets, with accouterments. 

Eespectfully, 

C. E. THOKBUEN, 

[5.] Major^ Commanding Fiftieth Regiment Virginia, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. G-eneral^s Office, 

No. 218. 3 Richmond^ Roremher 12, 1861. 

* * * U* # :}{: 

XI. Captain Jeffries’ company (the Eichmond County Cavahy), a 

company organized under the provisions of act No. 229, approved 
August 21,1861, has been accepted by the President for special duty 
and local defense in the District of the Lower Rappahannock, and will 
report accordingly to Col. G, E. Pickett, Provisional Army. 

##*#*** 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[5,] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, 

No. 514. } Rovemher 12^ 1861, 

Maj. Gen. George B, Crittenden and staff (adjutant general, aide-de- 
camp, chief quartermaster, and chief commissary) are relieved from 
duty with this army, and will report in accordance with instructions 
from the Secretary of War. 

By command of General Johnston: 

THOS. G. EHETT, 

[ 5.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Richmond, Rovember 12^ 1861. 

Col. W. E. Starke, 

Sixtieth Regiment Virginia Volunteers^ Riohmond^ Va,: 

Special Orders, No. 206, paragraph lY, is so far modified as to reor¬ 
ganize your regiment out of nine western companies and Oapt. J. A. 
Pack’s company (in all ten companies), formerly under command of 
Col. J. W. Spalding, of the Wise Legion. Capt. G. A. Wallace’s com¬ 
pany, of your regiment, now at Meadow Bluff, will be otherwise disposed 
of by the commanding officer of the Wise Legion. The assignment in 
the special order above referred to of the two companies at Staunton 
belonging to J. Pegram’s regiment is recalled. 

Very truly, &c., 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 

(Copy to commanding officer Wise Legion and General W. W. Loring.) 

[6.1 
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Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. Genebal’s Ofpiob, 

Ho. 220. J BicJmiond, Va., November 13,1861. 

# * # # * * 

XII. The following troops will proceed to Manassas, Ya., without 
delay and report for duty to General J, E. Johnston, commanding 
Department of Northern Virginia: Twenty-second Eegiment Georgia 
Volunteers, Colonel Jones commanding; Twenty-eighth Eegiment 
Georgia Volunteers, Colonel Warthen commanding. 

******* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Eiohmond, JSfovember 13,1861. 

Maj. Jambs S. Williams, 

Fromsional Army, G. 8., Richmond ; 

Sir: You will proceed to Huntersville, Va., and report to Brig. Gen. 
W. W. Loring, and after completing the reconnaissance already com¬ 
municated to you verbally you will repair to South Carolina and report 
for duty to General E. E. Lee. 

Very respectfully, &c., S. COOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and Rispector General. 


Eiohmond, November IS, 1861. 

Lieut. CoL Turner Ashby, 

Commanding near Oliarlestown, Va.: 

Sir: I am instructed to say, in reply to your inquiry of the 17th 
instant, that as General T. J. Jackson has been assigned to the com¬ 
mand of the troops in the Valley of Virginia you will receive orders 
from him, and it is desired that you report to him accordingly. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

E. H. CHILTON, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eiohmond, November IS, 1861. 

General E. C. Gatlin, 

Goldsborough, N. G.: 

I beg to call your attention to the necessity of keeping a i)roper guard 
to protect your railroad bridges in your department. 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 

[4,] Acting Secretary of War. 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldsborough, November IS, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. J. E. Anderson, 

Commanding Forces, doc., Wilmington, N. G.: 

General: The burning of the bridges on the Tennessee roads 
admonishes us of the necessity to be more careful in guarding our own. 
You will please detail from your command an officer, four non-commis¬ 
sioned officers, and forty privates, to act as a guard over the bridges of 
the Wilmington and Weldon Eailroad over the Northeast, the Neiise, 
at Halifax, and over the Eoanoke. The officer will be instructed to 
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have a non-commissioned ofBicer and ten men at each of those bridges, 
whose duty it will be to see that no injury is done to them by evil- 
disposed persons. They will be provided with camp equipage and 
rations for eight days, and may be relieved weekly. They should be 
sent up on the evening train to-morrow, if practicable, as no time should 
be lost in placing the bridges in security. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. O. GATLIN, 

[4.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding^ 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 222 . 3 Richmond^ November 14^ 1861. 

IX. The following changes in the numbers of certain regiments are 
made and will hereafter be conformed to: Col. K. Eansom’s First 
Eegiment North Carolina Cavalry to be known as the Ninth Eegiment 
of North Carolina Volunteers 5 Col. S. B. Spruill’s Second Eegiment 
North Carolina Volunteers to be known as the Tenth Eegiment North 
Carolina Volunteers; Col. S. Williams’ Second Eegiment North Caro¬ 
lina Volunteers to be known as the Twelfth Eegiment North Caro¬ 
lina Volunteers; Col. A. M. Scales’ Third Eegiment North Carolina 
Volunteers to be known as the Thirteenth Eegiment of North Carolina 
Volunteers; Col. J. Daniel’s Fourth Eegiment North Carolina Volun¬ 
teers to be known as the Fourteenth Eegiment of North Carolina Vol¬ 
unteers; Col. E. M. McKinney’s Fifth Eegiment North Carolina 
Volunteers to be known as the Fifteenth Eegiment of North Carolina 
Volunteers; Col. Stephen Lee’s Sixth Eegiment North Carolina Volun¬ 
teers to be known as the Sixteenth Eegiment of North Carolina Volun¬ 
teers; Col.W.F. Martin’s Seventh EegimentofNorthCarolinaVolunteers 
to be known as the Seventeenth Eegiment of North Carolina Volunteers; 
Col. J. D, Eadcliffe’s Eighth Eegiment of North Carolina Volunteers to 
be known as the Eighteenth Eegiment of North Carolina Volunteers; 
Col. Alfred Iverson’s Tenth North Carolina Volunteers to be known as 
the Twentieth Eegiment of North Carolina Volunteers; Col. W. W. 
Kirkland’s Eleventh North Carolina Volunteers to be known as the 
Twenty-first Eegiment of North Carolina Volunteers; Col. J. J. Petti¬ 
grew’s Twelfth North Carolina Volunteers to be known as the Twenty- 
second Eegiment of North Carolina Volunteers; Colonel Hoke’s 
Thirteenth North Carolina Volunteers to be known as the Twenty-third 
Eegiment of North Carolina Volunteers; Col. W. J. Clarke’s Fourteenth 
North Carolina Volunteers to be known as the Twenty-fourth Eegiment 
of North Carolina Volunteers; Col. T. L. Clingman’s Fifteenth Eegi¬ 
ment Eorth Carolina Volunteers to be known as the Twenty-fifth Eeg¬ 
iment of North Carolina Volunteers. 

# ^ # -iti 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[4.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Maj 


Headquarters First Brigade, A quia District, 

Bvansx)ort^ November 14^ 1861. 

. Gen. T. H. Holmes, 

Commanding Aquia District: 


General: I have the honor to report that I arrived here yesterday 
night, and to-day assumed command, agreeably to orders. As soon as 
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I can make an inspection of the batteries, other than the one made 
to day, and the troops, I will report the result. The road is awful— 
the fact stares us in the face—and something must be done or supplies 
will [be] with the utmost difficulty forwarded here. The bomb-proof 
and a magazine I will push forward with dispatch, 
liespectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. G. FRENCH, 

[5.] Brigadier^ General, 


J. P. 


Benjamin, 

Eichmond, 


Goldsborough, November 14^ 1861, 


Va, 


Your dispatch has been received. • Orders were given yesterday 
establishing guards at the several bridges on the Wilmington and 
Weldon road. The bridges on other roads will be attended to. 

R. C. GATLIN, 

[4.J Brigadier-General^ G, 8, Army, 


Headquarters Department op North Carolina, 

Goldsborough^ November 14^ 1861, 

General J. G. Martin, 

Adjutant-General of North OaroUna^ Raleigh: 

Gbnei^al : The burning of railroad bridges in Tennessee admonishes 
us of the necessity of guarding ours. I have established guards over 
the Atlantic road, and ordered others over the Wilmington and Wel¬ 
don Railroad bridges. I request that you will order the bridges on the 
Raleigh and Gaston roads and the North Carolina roads to be guarded 
by detachments from the companies now at Raleigh and High Point 
until I can find a conq^any for that service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. C. GATLIN, 

[4.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


Centerville, Va., November 15^ 1861, 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Bresent: 

Dear General: I have just seen Major James, who informs me 
that his resignation has been accepted, and that he is now out of the 
service. He is a great loss to us, at this time especially. Could we not; 
get him appointed superintendent or Government agent of the Orange 
and Alexandria Railroad from Manassas, and which I understand its 
still in a terrible state of confusion*? He is willing, he tells me, to 
accept that position. He suggests that if flour and other provisions 
that could be bought in that direction were brought to Manassas by 
the Manassas Gap Railroad, a double object would be attained—the 
Orange and Alexandria road would be relieved of that much freight, 
thereby permitting corn, hay, &c. (much needed here), to pass over that 
road 5 the Northern District of Virginia, which might at any time fall 
into the bands of the enemy, would thereby be able to dispose of all 
the flour, &c., which in that contingency would fall into their hand«, 
I think it would be well to represent strongly the above facts to tho 
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War Department, at the same time recommending Major James as 
already referred to. Should we intend moving rapidly to the assist¬ 
ance of the Evansport batteries, would it not he well to send there at 
once what brigades (or even one division) would have to start first, tor 
I believe that in a few days with the balance of our forces we could 
hold this place against any reasonable force of McClellan’s grand army, 
should we determine to do so. The great point is to guard well the 
line of the lower Occoquan from any forces from Alexandria, and give 
a strong offensive force to Whiting, so that he may attack at once any 
force crossing the Potomac to take the batteries. In that way he would 
have his left flank well protected. Consult G. W. Smith on the sub¬ 
ject, and as soon as I can come over I will do so, and we will determine 
what is best to be done. 

Yours, truly, 

G. T. BEATJEEGAED. 

P. S.—T send you slips from late Baltimore papers. 

[IncIosTire.] 

LATEST NEWS FEOIVI WASHINGTON. 

Military revieic, 

Washington, November 9. —General Eitz John Porter’s division was 
reviewed to-day by Major-Generals McClellan and Halleck. Twelve 
brigadier-generals were also present with their respective staffs. The 
rain was falling whilst the review progressed, which somewhat detracted 
from the display. The usual mode of review was improved on this 
occasion. The firing was by regiments, brigades, and as a division, 
accompanied by artillery. Colonel Averell, commanding the Third 
Pennsylvania, formerly known as Young’s Cavalry, was especially com¬ 
plimented by General McClellan on the fine condition to which he has 
brought his regiment. Yesterday General Wadsworth, accompanied 
by two privates of the Twenty-third Hew York Eegiment, went to 
Brush’s house, three miles from Falls Church, on the road leading to 
Fairfax Court-House, for the purpose of finding forage. While at the 
house a squad of Confederate cavalry was seen rapidly approaching. 
The general quickly mounted his horse and succeeded in making his 
escape, but the privates were taken prisoners. 

Experiments at the Washington Wavy-Yard with projectiles. 

Interesting experiments were still progressing at the navy-yard in 
the w^ay of testing projectiles, &c. Among the experiments to-day 
1,375 balls in a Dahlgren shell weighing 173 pounds were fired out of 
an 11-inch Dahlgren gun, with the BeUmaii [Bormann ^ fuse, at a target 
1,300 yards distant. The balls and jfraginents of shell spread over a 
radius of sixty feet. The charge of powder was only twelve pounds. 
The usual charge is fourteen pounds. 

Vacancies in the Naval Academy. 

The Havy Department, being anxious that the vacancies in the Haval 
Academy—about thirty in number—shall be filled as soon as practi¬ 
cable, has again extended the time during which Members of Congress 
entitled to nominations of acting midshipmen, by reason of failme or 
otherwise, can make them ^ they have until the 30th ot Hovember for 
this purpose. 
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The ease of Commodore Poor, 

The court of inquiry in the case of Commodore Poor, charged witli 
negligence concerning the escape of the privateer Sumter, have 
adjourned, and on their report the Navy Department has ordered a 
court-martial to convene, composed of Captain Breese, president; Cap¬ 
tains Latimer, Levy, Jarvis, and Chauncey; and Lieut. William Gr. 
Temple, judge-advocate. The court will meet on the 18th instant. 

Three Confederate vessels destroyed in Ghineo league GreeJc hy a hocot 

exjpedition. 

An ofBicial dispatch from Chincoteague Inlet (on the Atlantic coast), 
Eastern Shore, Ya., shows that the U. S. steamer Louisiana has been 
actively at work. A party from that vessel, together with five volun¬ 
teers from the island, went on an expedition, and proceeding up tlie 
creek a mile or more they found and destroyed by fire one schooner and. 
two sloops. The party left the Louisiana in their boats at 10 o^clock on 
the night of the 27th of October and returned at 3 o^clock next morn¬ 
ing, all well. The whole affair appears to have been conducted with so 
much system and discretion that the enemy, said to be 300 strong in 
and about Horntown, was unconscious of the presence of our expedition. 

The latest from General Boseerans—Sis army in fine condition, 

Washington, November 10 ,—A dispatch to-day from Western Vir¬ 
ginia states that General Eosecrans and his command are in fine con¬ 
dition and prepared to receive the enemy from any quarter they may 
approach, and the commander is confident of success. 

Military appointme?its—Transportation of freight between Baltimore 

Washington^ &c. 


Among the recently appointed brigadier-generals are Morgan, of 
Ohio, and Colonel Philip St. George Cooke, who recently brouglxt 
hither his cavalry troops from Utah. He is a native of and appointed 
from Virginia. Much complaint is made that freight from the North is 
compelled to lie over at Baltimore to make room for the transportation 
to Washington of goods purchased in that city. The matter is now 
engaging the attention of Government officers. The German portion 
of the volunteers of the Army of the Potomac, principally belonging to 
Blenker’s brigade, design having a torchlight procession in honor of 
General McClellan’s succession to the command of the Armies of the 
United States. The Government has in contemplation the placing of 
trains of wagons between Washington and Baltimore for transportation 
of freight. The taking possession of the turnpike and putting the roa,d 
and bridges in proper condition will probably become a public neces¬ 
sity. Messrs. Gibbons & Co.’s express reports the fall of the bridge a/t 
Beltsville, thirteen miles from Washington. 

All quiet across the Potomac, 

P. M.—Dispatches from the Army of the Potomac at all points 
represent everything quiet. 

[5.1 
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Maj. Gen. T. H. Holmes, 

Brockets Station^ Va.: 


Bighmond, JH^ovemher 15^ 1861, 


Order the Fourteenth Alabama Begiment, Ool. Thomas J. Judge, to 
halt near Dumfries. It left here yesterday for Fredericksburg. 

S. COOPER, 

[^•J Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Troops near Dumfries, 

19. ) Gamp Fisher, JSfovemher 15, 1861, 

I. Pursuant to Special Orders, !No. 319, from the headquarters Army 
of the Potomac, of IvTovember 14, 1861, Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Wbiting 
hereby assumes command of the Texas Brigade, as forming a part of 
the troops near Dumfries. 

***###* 

By command of General Whiting: 

JAS. H. HILL, 

[5.] Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ko, 224. ) Biehmond, November 16, 1861. 

y. Brig. Gen. Isaac E. Trimble, Provisional Army, is assigned to the 
brigade lately commanded by Brigadier-General Crittenden, and Tvill 
report accordingly to General J. E. Johnston, commanding Department 
of ^Torthern Yirginia. 

**##*#* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JhTO. WITHERS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


General T, H. Holmes, 

Brockets Station: 


Richmond, November 16,1861. 


One regiment leaves to-morrow morning, another the day after, for 
Evansport, both via Fredericksburg. Other regiments will go directly 
by the Central road to Manassas. 

S. COOPER, 

[51 Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Richmond, November 17,1861, 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Centerville, Va,: 

As General W. H. 0. Whiting objects to receiving unarmed troops, 
no more of that description will be sent from here via Fredericksburg. 
Only two regiments have been sent as yet, and one of them ordered to 
be stopped at Fredericksburg. 

S. COOPER, 

[5 j Adjutant and Inspector General, 
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Special Oedebs, | Abjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Oppice, 

No. 226. ) Bicliniond, November 18,1861. 

% # # # # # 

X. The Troup Artillery, of Cobb’s Legion, Georgia Yolunteers, Avill 
immediately proceed to Yorktown, Ya., and report for duty to Major- 
General Magruder. 

*##**#* 

By commajid of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[4.1 Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Biohmond, Novemher 18,1861, 

General T. H. Holmes, 

Dumfries, Ya.: 

The Eighteenth Georgia Begiment, armed and equipped, left in the 
train this morning for Fredericksburg. Send it to report to General 
W. H. 0. Whiting at Dumfries. 

S. OOOPEB, 

[5.J Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Special Oedbrs, ) Headquarters First Division, 

[ ARMY OP Northwest, 

No. 163. ) Oa^np Barton, Ya., November IS, 1861, 

In obedience to orders received from headquarters Army of the 
Northwest the troops of this command will prepare to retire from this 
position and take post as follows: On summit of Alleghany, Thirty-first, 
Thirty-seventh, Fifty-second,Twenty-fifth, and Haiisbrough’s battalion, 
Yirginia Begiments, Flournoy’s comi3any of cavalry, and Anderson’s 
and Miller’s batteries; at a point toward Monterey (to be designated), 
Forty-fourth Yirginia Begiment and one section of Bice’s battery, Ool. 
W. 6. Scott commanding; Fork of Waters, Fifty-eighth Yirginia Beg:- 
iment and one section of Bice’s battery, Col. E. Goode commanding- 
The remaining companies of the cavalry will retain their present poisi- 
tions, scouting thoroughly the country between Monterey and Peters¬ 
burg. The Danville Artillery will re-enforce the column at Hunters¬ 
ville, proceeding by the road known as the Warm Springs road. The 
remainder of the troops will iiroceed to Staunton. In order to facilitate 
the movements the quartermaster of the post will take immediate 
charge of all the transportation which is now at or may come to 
the post, and move all surplus stores, baggage, &c., to the summit of 
Alleghany, leaving one wagon with each regiment for the necessary 
police purposes. Jt is enjoined upon commanders of regiments to see 
that all but indispensable equipage be forwarded. On Wednesday, the 
20th instant, the post quartermaster will take charge of all the trans¬ 
portation and distribute it equitably among the different corps. Begi- 
mental quartermasters or officers detailed for the purpose will cause 
the trains to be driven to their respective parade grounds to encamp 
for the night, and under the superintendence of their commanders 
assign transportation to each company. The general will be sounde<l 
from each brigade headquarters at 3 a, m. on the 21st instant, wIxmi 
the tents will be struck and wagons packed and placed upon the roitd, 
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each train in charge of its Quartermaster, and without further orders 
will proceed to the summit of Alleghany, where an officer will further 
direct them. It is expected that the whole of the wagon train will be 
in motion by 4 a. m. That regiment which shall occasion delay will be 
placed in the rear and kept there during the entire march. On the 
departure ot the wagons the troops will remain on their x>arade grounds 
to await orders, and it is strictly forbidden to leave their stations 
without permission for necessary purposes. 

By order of General Jackson: 

S. M. BABTON, 

[5.] I/ieutenant-Golonel^ Acting Assistaiiit Adjutant-GeneraL 


Office of the Albemarle and Chesapeaee Canal Co., 

Worfolk^ Fa., I^ovember 18^ 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : It has been suggested that a navigable canal from the head 
of College Creek to King’s Creek, iiear Williamsburg, a distance of one 
mile and a half, would not only facilitate the transit of supplies to the 
array at Yorktown, but form a defense against an invasion, as the exca¬ 
vation from the canal may be deposited on the side so as to form a con¬ 
tinuous intrenchment from the waters of the James to York Biver, 
the canal forming a fosse in front. My object in writing is to inform 
the Department that our company have the necessary steam excava¬ 
tors to do the work in the shortest possible time, the machines having 
been used in the excavation of this canal. Should you deem the con¬ 
struction of the proposed canal desirable or important we have an expe¬ 
rienced canal engineer who would make the necessary survey and report 
to your Department immediately. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MABSHALL PARKS, 

[4.] President 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ko. 228. ) jRichmond^ November 19, 1861. 

##**#** 

IX. Captain Benton’s company Texas Yolunteers will at once proceed 
to Dumfries via Fredericksburg and report for duty to Brig. Gen. 
W. H. C. Whiting, Provisional Army. 

m ^ ^ * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO. WITHERS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Brigade Headquarters, 

Near Leivishurg^ Novemb&r 19^ 1861. 

Col. J. Lucius Davis, 

Commanding Meadow Bluff: 

I am this moment in receipt of your dispatch of this date, which 
found me at Lewisburg making arrangements with the difterent depart¬ 
ments as to transportation, ammunition, &c., to be ready as soon as the 
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clothing of my troops should reach me via Jackson’s Eiver Depot to 
join the command of General Floyd. You suggest that since the fail¬ 
ing health of General Floyd it might be well for me in looking to the 
movements of the enemy to modify my forward move. This I would 
feel justified in doing, provided I am assured the enemy are not pressing 
on General Floyd, but design a movement against your position. I have 
two regiments under my command that are without clothing, blankets, 
shoes, &c. I have taken the responsibility to get this supply of articles 
necessary to my troops. I expect to get them and be ready for a for¬ 
ward move by Thursday. If in the meantime information is received, 
deemed reliable, that the enemy are intending to make an attack on 
this portion of the country, I shall not hesitate to take the additional 
responsibility of remaining with my command to come to you, until 
I can communicate with General Floyd on the subject and know his 
wishes. In the meantime you will keep me advised as to all move¬ 
ments of the enemy. You should have scouts far in advance who will 
keep you advised. 

I am, with much respect, yours, 

D. S. DOISTELSOI^, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding Third Brigade. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt, and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 230. ) Richmond^ Nor^emher 20y 1861, 

* «= 41: # * # # 

II. Oapt. T. S. Flournoy, Virginia cavalry, will immediately proceed 
with his company to Manassas, Va., and report to General J. E. John¬ 
ston for duty with the Sixth Eegiment Virginia Cavalry. 

* # # # # 4t: 

XI. In order that the numbering of the North Carolina regiments by 
the State of North Carolina and the Confederate States may coincide, 
the following changes will be made: The designation of Colonel 
Spruill’s Tenth Eegiment will be the Nineteenth Eegiment of North. 
Carolina Volunteers; the designation of Col. J. A. J. Bradford’s regi¬ 
ment will be the Tenth Eegiment of North Carolina Volunteers. 

* 4t: # 4i: # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-General., 


Eichmond, JSfovemher 20 ^ 1661 , 

Maj. Gen. B. Huger, 

Commanding Department of Norfolk: 

General; The Secretary of the Navy has applied for such able sea¬ 
men as have taken service in the Army whilst awaiting the completion 
of vessels in which they could serve. The Secretary of War desires 
that you will issue an order to the troops of your command, with a 
view to ascertain which of the men are seamen and desire to enter the 
naval service. A battalion is now being armed here to re-enforce you, 
in place of the men thus detached. 

I am, sir, respectfully, &c., 

S. COOPER, 

[4.] Adjutant and Inspeetor General, 
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Eighmond, Iffovemler 20, 1861. 

General W. W. LoEiNa, 

Su'ntersville, Ya.: 

The special order referred to by you was only intended to provide for 
regiments as they arrived at Staunton, and not to control your discre¬ 
tion in retaining such amount of force as in your judgment would be 
indispensable for your defense. If you have any regiments to spare 
from your line, they will on reaching Staunton be given their destination 
from here, 

S. OOOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Brigade Headquarters, 

Hear Leicisburg, Hovember 20,1861. 

Brigadier-General Floyd, 

Commanding Division, Army of the Kanatcha: 

General: I am in receipt of your dispatch at Camp Piney, dated 
17th instant. You direct me to remain with my brigade at some good 
place until further orders. I have the honor to inform you that I am at 
this time located near Greenbrier bridge with my two regiments. I 
exi)ect to place both regiments in a short time not far from the bridge 
on the Union road. I received a dispatch late last evening from Colonel 
Davis at Meadow Bluff to the effect that he had learned the enemy had 
crossed the river and it was thought would come on the old State road 
and turn his left flank. He also stated that it was rumored that the 
enemy’s drums were heard on Big Sewell Mountain. He desired me to 
so modify my movements as to come to his assistance if the rumors were 
true as reported. I at once dispatched him that I would take the 
responsibility to do so: in the meantime he should place his pickets and 
scouts far in advance and let me know in time to reach him and give the 
desired aid. I have deemed it proper to give you a statement of my 
action in this case, trusting it may meet your approval. I have not 
yet received all the clothing of the troops of my command; they are m 
process of being received. I have had much difficulty in getting trans¬ 
portation, Applications are beingmadeto me at this postfor discharges 
for disability. Shall I forward them to you for your action on them. 
Dr J. W. Gray, one of the medical board appointed by General Lormg 
to act in cases of discharges for disability, is my brigade surgeon and 

is now with me, , ^ 

I am, with high respect, your 

r 5 I Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade. 


FTorEOLK, Hovember 20, 1861. 

JHon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Richmond: 

Several gentlemen arrived here last night from Accomac «port the 
county is held by 8,000 FederaLs. It is believed they mtend to make a 
demonstration in their gun-boats in Magruder’s rear. ^ 

j-^ j Superintendent of Telegraph, Norfolk. 


25 B B—VOIi LI, PT H 



386 MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Cbap. LXin. 

Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. Genbeal’s Opeicb, 

ITo. 232. j Biehmond, November 31,1861. 

# # * # ** * 

XL The Fifty-sixtli Eegiment Yirginia Volunteers, Colonel Stuart 
commanding, will proceed without delay, via Wytheville, to Jefferson¬ 
ville, Va., and report for duty to Brigadier-General Marshall. 

XII. Maj. E. 0. Hill, assistant adjutant-general, Provisional Army, 
will proceed to Xorth Carolina and report for duty to Brigadier-General 
Branch. 

XIX. Captain Cooke’s company (the Eichmond County Volunteers), 
a company organized under the provisions of act Xo. 229, ap])rove<i 
August 21,1861, has been accepted by the President from Xovember 1, 
1861, for special duty and local defense in the District of the Lower 
Eappahannock, and will report accordingly to Col. G. E. Pickett, Pro¬ 
visional Array. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Eeb Sulphur SpuiNas, 

Kouemher 21^ 1861, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Army of the Kanaiclia: 

SiE: In compliance with orders received from the headquarters of 
the Army of the Kanawha, I have the honor to state that I reached 
Pack’s Eerry on the 20th instant. After a reconnaissance of tha^t 
point and its immediate vicinity, I find no suitable place at which win¬ 
ter quarters can be erected. A want of sufficient ground and grent 
difficulty of obtaining fire-wood are the chief objections, not considering’ 
the insurmountable one of obtaining provisions and forage, in conse¬ 
quence of the impassable condition of the roads for ten miles from 
Pack’s Ferry toward the depot. I have concluded, in compliance wibli 
your orders, to quarter this command at the Eed Sulphur Springs, 
which, in my judgment, complies with your orders as nearly as pos¬ 
sible. The command is in no condition at present to erect buildings 
of any kind, being without axes or tools of any description. These 
could doubtless be obtained sooner or later. In the meantime, however, 
the sick list would be greatly increased. 1 suggest that the brigade be 
permitted to remain here until the necessary camp and garrison eqtxi- 
page can be obtained. Here we can iind at least temporary shelter For 
sick and well, and the roads between this and the depot are said to be 
at present passable. 

Eespectfully, &c., 

By order of H. Heth, colonel, commanding First Brigade, Army of 
the Kanawha: 

E. H. FIXNEY, 

[5. ] AssistaM A djutant- General. 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

Eichmond^ November 22^ 1861. 
John Letoher, Governor of Yirginia: 

Sir: Will not your convention do something to protect your own 
people against atrocious crimes committed on their persons and prop- 
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erty? Tliere are tlie Army, unfortunately, some desperate charac¬ 
ters—men gathered from the outskirts and purlieus of large cities— 
who take advantage of the absence of the civil authorities to commit 
Climes, wen murder, rape, and highway robbery, on the peaceful citi¬ 
zens in the neighborhood of the armies. For these offenses the punish- 
ment should be inflicted by the civil authorities. Our iieople must not 
lose their respect for law in the midst of the clash of arms. Some leg¬ 
islation is absolutely indispensable to provide for changing the venue, 
for carrying the accused into some county where the process of law is 
not prevented by the xiresence of armies. There are murderers nowin 
insecure custody at Manassas who cannot be tried for want of a court 
there, and who will escaxie the just penalty of their crimes. The crimes 
committed by these men are not military offenses. If a soldier, ram¬ 
bling through the country, murders a farmer or violates the honor of 
his wife or daughter, courts-martial cannot properly take cognizance of 
the offense, nor is it allowable to establish military commissions or tri¬ 
bunals in our own country. I appeal to Virginia legislators for protec¬ 
tion to Virginians, and this appeal will, I know, be responded to by 
prompt and efficient action. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. P. 

l^*J Secretary of 


Executive Department, 

November 22^ 1861, 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of TTur, Confederate States of America: 

Dear Sir: I have received your letter of this date, and will with 
great pleasure communicate it to the convention. I have no doubt its 
recommendations and suggestions will be promptly considered. 

I am, truly, 

[5.J JOHN LETCHER 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Peninsula, 

Asst. Adjt. General’s Office, 

No. 112, ) Bethel^ November 22,1861, 

On the approach of the enemy and on all scouts, whether the enemy 
approach or not, in addition to the white band on the hat the offlcers 
and non-commissioned officers will wear the white sash from shoulder 
to hip, for which purpose the cloth will be issued immediately, and 
kept on hand, always in readiness. Officers who prefer other material 
than white cloth will use it, provided it is white. This order is posi¬ 
tively directed to be read to every man in camp throughout the whole 
department by commanding officers without delay. 

By command of Major-General Magruder: 

J. M. JONES, 

[4.1 Assistant Adjutant-Qenerah 


Eichmond, November 22,1861. 

Col. M. G. Harman, 

Staunton, Ya,: 

Colonel: I have just telegraphed you in answer to your letter of 
the 18th instant to send the four regiments under Brig, Gen. H. R 
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Jackson to Manassas, where they are much wanted. Should there he 
other regiments coming from the same quarter they will be also sent 
to Manassas. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

S. OOOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


General Orders, \ Hdqrs. 1st Div., Army of I^Torthwest, 

IjTo. 21. j Camp on summit of Alleghany ^Novemher 22^1861. 

In obedience to orders received from the headquarters of the Army 
of the northwest the following modifications are made of General 
Orders, no. 20, from these headquarters, of the 18th instant. 

1. The garrison on summit of Alleghany will consist of the Twelfth 
Georgia, Thirty-first, Fifty-second, Twenty-fifth, and Hansbrough’s 
battalion, Virginia regiments, Flournoy’s company of cavalry, and 
Anderson’s and Miller’s batteries. Ool. Edward Johnson, Twelfth 
Georgia Eegiment, is appointed to its command, and will at once enter 
upon the duties, taking the necessary steps to insure the safety and 
comfort of his troops. The post on the Monterey road to be occupied 
by the Forty-fourth and one section of Eice’s battery will also be uuder 
his supervision and orders. 

2. The First Georgia, Third Arkansas, Twenty-third and Thirty- 
seventh Virginia Eegiments will proceed to Monterey and there take 
post. Ool. W. B. Taliaferro is assigned to the command of Monterey. 
The post at Fork of Waters, the cavalry at Monterey and engaged in 
scouting toward Petersburg will constitute a part of his command. 
Colonel Taliaferro will proceed at once with troops of his command now 
at this place to his station, and, as far as practicable, provide for their 
protection against the weather. Nothing in this order will be con¬ 
strued so as to conflict with Special Orders, IsTo. 164, from these head¬ 
quarters, of the 21st instant. 

By order of General Jackson: 

S. M. BAETON, 

[5.] IAe%itenanPColonel^ Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 236. j Richmond^ November 23^ 1861. 

# * # # * # 

XV. The following companies will be organized into a battalion at 
Lewisburg, Va., to be designated the Fourth Battalion of Virginia 
Volunteers, Lieut. Ool. Nat. Tyler commanding: Captain McOlary’s 
company. Captain Thornton’s company, Captain McMullan’s com¬ 
pany, Captain Du Bose’s company, Captain Irwin’s company. Captain 
Wallace’s company, Wise Legion; Captain Bruce’s company, Captain 
Jones’ company, Twentieth Eegiment Virginia Volunteers. The com¬ 
manding general at Lewisburg will direct some officer of the 0. S. Army 
to muster in Captain Du Bose’s company. 

# # # # # # #. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO WITHEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Etchmond, November 23^ 1861, 

General Holmes, 

Frederiekshurg: 

General: The Secretary of War directs me to say that, having 
made arrangements for getting newspapers, from the United to the 
Confederate States at stated intervals, he desires that you will instruct 
Captain Beale to receive the packages on the Maryland shore every 
Tuesday and Thursday and convey them to the Hague, whence they 
will be carried to Carter’s Wharf, on the Eappahannock, by express- 
men, whom you are requested to furnish. At the latter place the 
packages will be delivered to Mr. J. J. Grindall or his agents for deliv¬ 
ery here. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JIS^O. WITHEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, 

iNo. 543. s November 2o^ 1861, 

The Baltimore Light Artillery, Captain Brockenbrough, is relieved 
from duty with Colonel Pendleton’s corps of artillery, and assigned to 
the Fourth Brigade, Second Corps, Brigadier-General Blzey command¬ 
ing, and will report accordingly. 

By command of General Johnston: 

THOS. G. EHETT, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Northwest Army, 

Warm Springs^ Va,^ November 25,1861, 

General H. E. Jackson, 

Commanding, &e,: 

General: I am directed by the commanding general to say that he 
is this moment in receipt of your letter advising of the telegram to 
move four regiments to Manassas. A letter of recent date informed 
him that they would be moved only when it was deemed that they could 
be spared from this army. Information of their approach so near to 
Staunton for tlie purpose of going to Winchester has probably deter¬ 
mined the telegram. In view of the necessity of troops at Manassas he 
thinks it best to order the regiments at once. You will therefore 
direct the four regiments now at Monterey to proceed to Manassas, 
taking with them the necessary camp equipage and ammunition. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. G. COLE, 

[5.] Major, djc. 


Special Orders, *) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 240. ) Biclmond, November 26,1861, 

# # # # ^ -K: # 

Y. Capt. N. B. French’s company of Virginia cavalry is converted 
into a company of light artillery. 

####### 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO, WITHEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters, 
Monterey^ Fa., November 26^ 1861. 

GoL 0. L. Steyenson, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel: General H.*E. Jackson left this post yesterday with in¬ 
structions to me to open all dispatches to him, and should the com¬ 
manding general direct a forward movement of the four regiments here 
(to Staunton) to proceed with them to that point, or in the event of no 
order to that effect, to remain here in command of this post with all the 
troops detailed to form the garrison and proceed to erect huts and 
make arrangements for wintering. The dispatch from Major Cole from 
the Warm Springs directs the general (Jackson) to march with the 
four regiments to Staunton and on to Manassas. I will therefore move 
to-morrow morning, which is the earliest moment practicable, because of 
the fact that there was not transportation sufficient on the Alleghany 
Summit for the baggage of the command, and much had to be left at 
that point. I have made arrangements for forwarding the baggage, so 
that it will probably overtake us before we reach Staunton. Before 
receiving the order to march I was about to address you a communica¬ 
tion on the subject of the retention of a number of prisoners now con¬ 
fined here, taken as Union men, most of them with arms in their hands 
and some of them after having been engaged in molesting and even 
killing some of our men. The force which will remain here will scarcely 
be adequate for the ordinary guard duty, independent of guarding the 
prisoners, and I submit to the general commanding the propriety oi 
forwarding them to Eiohmond. I think it also proper that I should 
state that a x)rivate of the Twenty-third Virginia Eegiment, a reliable 
man, who was taken imisoner some months ago by the enemy, reached 
this i3lace yesterday on parole direct from Eomney. He reports the 
force of the enemy there at 7,000 by his estimate, and as 8,000 by the 
report of the men with whom he conversed. He says they have eight 
pieces of artillery. 

[W. B. TALIAFEEEO, 

[5.] Colonel^ Commanding.\ 


Ad.tutant-General’s Office, Army of Northwest, 

Huntersville^ Fa., November 26^ 1861. 

Ool. W. B. Taliaferro, or 

OoMiviANDiNa Officer Forces Monterey Line: 

Sir: I have just received a copy of a letter forwarded to-day from 
the Warm Springs by the general commanding to Brigadier-General 
Jackson, directing him to move a certain number of regiments of his 
command to Staunton. To-day I dispatched to him an important com¬ 
munication from the Secretary of War, which I have reason to believe 
will cause him to suspend or revoke those orders. I therefore respect¬ 
fully suggest that you delay the movement until you receive further 
instructions. The express left here at 3 o’clock, wiirreach him to-night, 
and you may exppct to receive instructions in the forenoon of the day 
after to-morrow (28th). 

, I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. L, STEVENSON, 

[5.] Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Department of INorfodk, 

November J27, 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of War: 

Sir : I have to acknowledge the receipt, of your letter of the 25th 
instant. As regards the companies detached to serve the guns at the 
intrenched camp, I do not desire to organize them into a separate bat¬ 
talion. The companies at present detailed for this duty are an artillery 
company from Dinwiddle County, Va., a company of GoL S. M. Wilson^s 
battalion, and one company from the Twelfth and one from the Sixth 
Virginia Volunteers. What I desire is a competent commander to 
instruct them and a staff officer to jirovide for them, and therefore 
request that Oapt. E. C. Taylor, Company G, Sixth Eegiment Virginia 
Volunteers, be appointed major in the Provisional Army, and Mr. 
Shields commissary and quartermaster, and I will assign them to this 
command, which will require four companies, even if I should change 
any of the companies now on this duty. As regards the rumors of 
apathy and apparent indifference to duty amongst the troops of this 
command,X can safely state that there is not much foundation for 
them. It is true that for a month past all the command have been 
occupied in building huts for winter quarters, and drills had to be, in 
a measure, suspended. At Craney Island, which, from its easy access 
by steam-boat, is taken charge of by all the idlers, who do nothing 
themselves, the quarters are completed and regular drills resumed on 
the 25th instant. I inspected them and witnessed their exercises and 
tired a few rounds. 1 acknowledge many deficiencies. We want 
instructed officers and non-commissioned officers, but it takes time to 
make them. All the batteries except Craney Island are under the 
command of officers of the liS’avy, and they are generally in as good 
condition as they can be until a supply of powder can be furnished to 
practice the men in firing the guns. I am devising a plan to place 
obstructions in the narrows of the channel below Craney Island, and 
will submit it and ask authority to place them. One of the battle¬ 
ships, say the Merrimac, moored across the channel above them would 
block the passage up. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. HUGEE, 

[4.] Major-General^ Commanding. 


Korfolk, Novevnber 27^ 1861. 

Hon. elEFFERSON DAVIS, 

President of the Confederate States: 

Dear Sir: Will you pardon my zeal in suggesting that if the Mer¬ 
rimac should prove a success in Hampton Eoads she be immediately 
sent up the Potomac. She might capture or destroy everything of the 
enemy afloat in that river, and might, if her draft would allow, destroy 
(or take) the Washington Navy-Yard and the valuable work-shops of 
the enemy in sight of the Federal President and Congress. She might 
also be able to get near enough to the Long Bridge to destroy it, if 
desirable, and might throw shells into Arlington Heights, &o. If our 
troops were to attempt to cross the river she could cover their landing 
almost anywhere, even into Washington. 

Tours, respectfully and truly, 

A. F. LEONARD. 


P. S.—Let her be on the lookout for torpedoes of the enemy in 
Hampton Roads. 

[ 6 .] 
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Headquarters Army op ISTorthwest, 

Huntersville^ Va>.^ November 27^ 1861^ 

Col. W. B. Tadiaperro, 

Commanding Alonterey Line: 

OoLOisrEL: The general commanding directs that if the regiments 
designated to move via Staunton have not started, they will remain fox' 
the present at or in the vicinity of Monterey. If tliey are en route, 
they will be halted where this may reach them, and encamped tempo¬ 
rarily at the nearest point which will afford protection fsom the weather. 
Let all of your command in rear ot Alleghany be in readiness to march, 
with camp equipage and a supi)ly of ammunition. It has been reporteti 
to the general that many men of your line have left their companies 
and gone to Staunton. If that be so, he directs that you send a compe¬ 
tent officer and a suitable guard to apprehend officers and men and 
take them to their regiments. He desires that you will cause these 
instructions to be executed without exciting suspicion by a material 
change in the orders which have been made public. Please report as 
soon as possible the means of transportation on hand and that expected 
to arrive within a short time, what supply of clothing on hand and in 
depot at Monterey, the quantity of provisions at Alleghany and afc 
Monterey. State by the return express when and where this was 
received and the location of your camp. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. L. STEYEFSOlSr, 

[5.] • _ Adjutant-General, 


Monterey, Va., Nove^nber 27,1861, 

Capt. James Deshler, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Captain: I inclose you copies of two papers sent here last night by 
Major Jackson, who is scouting on the Petersburg road. I do not know* 
what they are worth, as Jackson simply sent them without comment- j 
but I inclose them that Colonel Johnson may be on his guard and take 
some steps to avoid surprise in Crab Bottom. I leave with the four 
regiments now here for Staunton this morning. 

Very respectfully, 

WM. B. TALIAEEERO, 

[5.] Colonel, Commanding, 


Staunton, Ya., November 28,1861, 

General H. E. Jackson, 

Richmond, Ya,: 

Telegraphic dispatches have been received directed to Colonel Har¬ 
man, for the four regiments to march overland to the Manassas Gai> 
Eailroad, thence to proceed to Manassas. Colonel Harman is ordered, 
to provide transportation. To save them a day’s march (five miles) 
they should be diverted from the turnpike a mile irom Eyan’s, where 
they encamp to-night. It is stated in the telegraphs above noted that 
transportation by rail cannot be furnished. For two hours I await 
your orders by telegraph whether I shall send an express directing 
that movement or halt the command for orders. Should I not receive 
your dispatch in that time I shall send word to Colonel Taliaferro to 
halt at his present camp till he receives your instructions. 

S. M. BAETOlil, 

[5.| Lieutenant-Colonel, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Eiohhond, J^ovmber 28^ 1861. 

OoL W. B. Taliaferro: 

(Oare of Col. M. G. Harman, Staunton, Ya.) 

Your command will march from its present position on the nearest 
point of the Manassas Gap Eailroad, thence by railroad to Manassas. 
Colonel Harman lias been directed to furnish the necessary facilities 
for the movement, 

S. COOPER, 

[5.] Adjutant and Insjpector General. 


Hdqrs. First Div., Army of Northwest YinaiNiA, 

Staunto)i^ November 28j 1861. 

Col. W. B. Taliaferro, 

Commanding Troops en route for Staunton: 

Colonel : Colonel Harman has forwarded, I believe, some telegrams 
from Richmond entirely changing all plans heretofore made for your 
command. General Jackson left here this morning, and I inclose you 
a copy of the telegram sent by me in duplicate to him.* Not having 
received a reply, I think it not improbable that he deems it unnecessary 
to make one till he can explain the state of affairs to the War Depart¬ 
ment, The exhaustion of the teams, the inadequacy of the transpor¬ 
tation suggested, the bad state of the roads, and the extreme weather 
are matters that, I think, are not understood in Richmond. The troops, 
under the first order, divested themselves of all baggage that could 
not be transported with them. Under the next they left with o^y 
‘^the necessary camp equipage and ammunition,” with the expectation 
of going by rail on arriving at Staunton after a short inarch. They 
are, therefore, unprovided to encounter the privations and sufferings 
of so long a march as that contemplated by the telegram. I am 
informed that you gain about twenty-two miles by turning off the turn¬ 
pike near Eyan’s. I therefore feel authorized by the general supervis¬ 
ion of this office intrusted to me to direct that you halt your command 
a few hours that you may receive orders for your future movements, 
begguig leave to suggest that you gain much time by sending forward 
a iDioneer party to repair the road in your front, which I learn is much 
washed. An express will start for you immediately upon receipt of a 
reply from Richmond. 

I«», sir. very rsspsotiMly. ^ ^ BAETOS, 

[5.] Lieutenant-Golonely Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 
McDowell^ Ya.^ November 28^ 1861. 

Col. S. M. Barton, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel: The troops under my command reached this place yester¬ 
day en route to Staunton, and we expected to move this morning for 
Evan’s, but at 8 o’clock last night I received the communication from Col. 
C. L. Stevenson, acting assistant adjutant-general, which is inclosed,, 
and acting under the suggestions of that officer have halted here to-day, 


* See second, ante. 


t See November 26, p. 390. 
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expeciiug to hear definitely from the general commanding this evening. 
It is a sad disappointment to the command, but I trust should orders 
come to retrace our steps they will be obeyed without much murmuring. 
I inclose you a list of those who have gone on or gone oft* without leave, 
and trust you will attend to having them arrested on their arrival at 
Staunton and confined until we reach that place, or sent back should 
we be ordered to Monterey. The commissary at Monterey made arrange¬ 
ments with the commissary at Staunton for a supply of beef to meet us 
at Biifi'alo Gap. I beg you will see that the cattle, if sent as directed 
to meet us on the evening of the 29th, shall not be butchered, as we 
certainly shall not reach that point before the 30th, and may not go at 
all. I sent the sick and convalescents who were unable to stand the 
march and the inclement weather on to Staunton in advance, acting 
upon the advice of the surgeons. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

W. B. TALIAFEREO, 

[5.] Colonel^ Commanding Troops at McJCotvell, 


Headquarters, 
McDoioell^ November 28^ 1861, 

Col. 0. L. Stevenson, 

Acting Assistant Adjiitant-C&neral: 

Colonel: I received your communication of yesterday at 2.30 p. m. 
to-day. I had, as intimated in my communication of last evening^ 
halted the four regiments at this point, and as the climate here is maoU 
milder than at Monterey will await here the instructions of the com¬ 
manding general. 1 inclose the order of General Jackson, command¬ 
ing this line, assigning Colonel Johnson to the command of the troops at 
Alleghany and Crab Bottom, and assigning me to the command at 
Monterey and Fork of Waters. Since that time I was ordered to take 
command of the troops eii route for Staunton and rejoin my command 
as limited to those regiments. General Jackson preceded this coni- 
mand to Staunton, and may have gone on to Eichmond, but I have 
forwarded, after opening, all official communications directed to the 
commanding officer of the line to Colonel Barton, his adjutant-general 
at Staunton. I have received no orders to assume command of the 
Monterey Line, and I believe it is an undetermined point whether 
Colonel Johnson or myself is the ranking officer. All difficulty and 
embarrassment on that score was avoided by the assignment made by 
General Jackson’s order. Your communication is addressed to the 
commanding officer on the Monterey Line, and the senior officer would 
certainly have been Colonel Johnson* reached Staunton and gone for¬ 
ward. As it is I will address a communication to Colonel Johnson, 
informing him of the commanding general’s instructions to hold Col¬ 
onel Scott’s regiment in readiness to march with camp equipage and 
ammunition, and issue an order to Colonel Goode to the same effect. I 
will cause the regiments here to be supplied with camp equipage and 
ammunition if it can be px'ocured at Monterey 5 otherwise I will send to 
Staunton for it. I know there are no extra percussion caps at Monterey 
and no ammunition for rifies, as I have drawn requisitions since the 1st 
of August which have not yet been filled. I will cause the quarter¬ 
master and commissary to make reports of the amount of clothing, &C .5 


Original is here mutilated and illegible. 
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and. couiinissary stores at Alleghany and Monterey, and forward as 
soon as possible. We have for the troops here very ample transporta¬ 
tion, more than sufficient, hut most of the wagons and teams are 
pressed, and the quartermaster at Staunton is urgently pressing their 
return to that point. There is no transportation for any other troops 
besides these four regiments. The roads are so bad and the ice renders 
the tents so heavy that double the ordinary transportation is required. 
I have retained the pressed teams to aid the transportation to Staun¬ 
ton, and ask the instructions of the general commanding as to whether 
I shall longer detain them. Should they be retained any time, the 
transportation of supplies must to that extent be stopped from Staun¬ 
ton, and should they go on there will be not sufficient transportation 
for the troops. The diseases incident to the terrible exposure to which 
the men have been subjected has greatly reduced the strength of the 
command. A number of men from the command on this line left Gamp 
Alleghany at the first movement of the troops. General Jackson sent 
forward an officer with a detachment of cavalry to arrest them. Some 
of them have been sent back. I have forwarded to Staunton the names of 
all those who have left since I assumed the command of the regiments 
to Colonel Barton, acting assistant adjutant-general, and requested 
him to arrest them and have them imprisoned until we should reach 
that place, or returned to their regiments should our march be arrested. 
I have adopted measures which I hope will correct this disgrace in 
future, and I shall use every exertion to increase the discipline of the 
command, but the number of field officers is entirely inadequate. Col¬ 
onel Eamsey, First Georgia, is absent on leave. Colonel Eust is 
attending the session of Congress; Colonel Scott, the convention; 
Colonel Fulkerson is in arrest; Lieutenant-Colonel Clarke is in arrest 
and has tendered his resignation; Lieutenant-Colonel Hubard is absent 
sick, as is Lieutenant-Colonel Taliaferro. Major Jones is on leave, so 
the regiment is* 

[W. B. TALIAFEEEO, 

[5.] Colonel^ &c.] 


Headquarters Forges at Staunton, Ya., 

jail 0 vernier ^<S, 1861. 

Ool. W. B. Taliaferro, 

Byci ' nJs : 

Colonel : I inclose a dispatch to you from General S. Cooper, direct¬ 
ing you to march your command to Mount Jackson and take the 
Manassas Gap Eailroad to Manassas. If this letter meets you at Ryan’s 
you can march to Parnassus, eleven miles, to-morrow; next day to 

-, twelve miles; Sunday to Big Spring,-miles; Monday two 

miles below ISTew Market, and Tuesday morning to Mount Jackson, 
where railroad transportation will be in readiness for you. I suggest 
these stands for your consideration. Please inform me by express to 
what point I shall send provisions and what amount. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ M. G. HAEMAN, 

r5j lAeiitenmit- Colonel^ Com manding. 


Original is here mutilated and illegible. 
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Headquarters Department op I^^orth Carolina, 

Goldsborough, November 28.1861. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Martin, 

Adjutant-General of North Carolina., Raleigh: 

Gener^ : In reply to your letter of the 27th instant I have to state 
that I design to send the comxianies of the Seventh Volunteers now in 
Hyde County to Eoanoke Island as soon as they can he relieved. I 
had intended to have ordered Colonel Jordan’s regiment to that county 
as soon as it was reported to have been completely organized, but an 
order this day received from the Adjutant-General makes it necessary 
that Colonel Wright’s regiment should at once be relieved by a hTorth 
Carolina regiment at Eoanoke Island, and having no other that could 
be so conveniently spared for that service I shall send Jordan’s. 
Please let me know by telegraph if the regiment is now complete. I 
have no use for an unarmed regiment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIhT, 

[A] Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppicb, 

Ho. 24G. 5 Richmond^ November 29, 1861. 

* * * # # # 

XIX. The following companies will be organized into a battalion, the 
designation of which shall be the First Battalion of Horth Carolina 
Volunteers, Lieut. Col. William T. Williams commanding: Capt. E. 0. 
Brabble’s company, Capt. J. G. Hughes’ company, Capt. John Eay’s 
company, Capt. J. M. Wood, jr.’s, company, Capt. E. A. Martin’s com¬ 
pany, Capt. Si. M. Wilson’s company. 

* ^ * # » * # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JHO. WITHEES, 

[A] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Washington, H. C., November 29,1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : The undersigned, members of the committee of safety of this 
town, after mature deliberation, believe the service in this section would 
be greatly promoted by a division of the military district known as the 
Pamlico. We earnestly request you, and through you the President, 
to divide the same. This district embraces an extent of country so 
diversified and covering large water-courses that it is next to an impos¬ 
sibility for any one man to attend to it. This our late excellent com¬ 
mander, General Hill, felt, and so expressed himself. In the event of an 
invasion, which is constantly threatened from Hatteras, the services of 
the general might, and doubtless would, be needed at many points 
where, from the peculiar geography of the district, they could not be 
rendered. From our familiarity with the country and modes of access 
from one part to another of this district, we would with due deference 
suggest that the dividing line be run from the Atlantic Ocean across 
the middle of Ocracoke Island; thence through Pamlico Sound to the 
dividing line between Graven and Beaufort Countiesj thence with said 
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line to Pitt County, and thence due west to the Wilmington and Wel¬ 
don Railroad. This”we think the most natural and equitable division, 
and each side of the district will then present as large a field as any 
one man can attend to faithfully. Your petitioners will be thankful 
for a favorable consideration of this matter, and as in duty bound will 
ever pray. 

M. STEVBFSOK. 

B. P. HAVEFS. 
JOSEPH POTTS. 

W. E. S. BHRBAHK. 
W. E. DBMILL, 

[i-] JAS. R. GRIST. 


Col. S. M. Barton : 

(Caro M. G. Harman.) 
Your dispatch just received, 
your suggestion. 

[5.] 


Kichmond, November 1861. 


Issue the orders requisite to carry out 


H. K JAOKSOK. 


MoDowell, Ya., November 29^ 1861. 

Colonel G-oode, 

Fifty^eighth Virginia Regiment^ Gomdg. at Forlc of Waters: 
Colonel: I have received instructions from General Loring to hold 
' the troops on this line east of the Alleghany in readiness for march¬ 
ing, with a full supply of camp'equipage and ammunition. You will, 
therefore, he prepared with your command as directed, and await 
further orders. 

I have the honor to he, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. B. TALIAFEERO, 

[5.] Colonel^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of Northwest, 

Huntersville^ Fa,, November 29j 1861. 

Col. W. B. Taliaferro, 

Commanding Monterey Line: 

Colonel : The general commanding directs that you proceed with 
the four regiments designated for Manassas to Staunton, and there 
wait the arrival of further orders from him. You will please keep your 
officers and men together, march them.in order, and select a camp¬ 
ground near Staunton that will enable you to comply as near as possi¬ 
ble with the regulations of the army with reference to guards, &c. 
Impress upon your officers the great importance, especially during a 
winter campaign, of proper discipline, and due regard for the regula¬ 
tions made for their government. If we meet the enemy soon without 
this we cannot expect good success. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. L. STEVENSON, 

[5.] Adjutant- General. 
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McDowell, Novemher 29^ 1861. 

[Colonel Harman :] 

Colonel : I have just received your communication covering a dis¬ 
patch from General Cooper. It will be impossible to cross to Eyan’s 
to-night, so that I shall halt at Shaw’s Fork and reach Eyan’s to-morrow 
night. I have been halted here, as you may have learned, by order of 
General Loring, and have sent an express to him informing him that I 
have been ordered on by the Adjutant-General. Should we not be 
halted again I will leave Eyan’son the 1st proximo, and make themarches 
you indicated in your schedule of distances. I have ordered to be 
taken with the train rations up to the evening of the 3d, which will 
bring us to Big Spring, at which place you will provide four days’ 
rations for 2,200 men. Give this intelligence to the commissary. 
Should a countermand to the order to march from Eyan’s be received I 
will express it to you. 

[WM. B. TALIAFEEEO, 

[5.] _ Golonelj d-c.] 

Headquarters Forces at Staunton, Ya. 

l^ovemher 29^ 1861. 

Col. W. B. Taliaferro, 

Commanding Brigade: 

Colonel: I started a train of wagons for McDowell to-day with 
commissary stores and corn for your command. I have ordered it to 
stop at Eyan’s and await your arrival, and proceed down the valley with 
you from that point. Charles K. Hyde is the wagon-master in charge. 
Please direct your brigade quartermaster to receipt to him for the com¬ 
missary supplies and corn. I prefer that this train should accompany 
your command, as it will afford me a better opportunity to select fifty 
wagons and teams, on your arrival at Mount Jackson, to send to you at 
Manassas. Four wagons are here from your command, which I will 
have loaded with commissary supplies and send them on to meet you 
at Harrisonburg. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. G. HAEMAK, 
Lien^tenanP Colonel^ Commanding. 

P. S.—If General Loring should countermand the order, either have 
the train unloaded at Eyan’s and return it to me, or send it on to Monte¬ 
rey, as you may deem best. 

[ 5 .]- _ 

Headquarters First Division, Army of Northwest, 

/Staunton^ Fa., November 29^ 1861, 

Col. W. B. Taliaferro, 

Commanding Troops en route to Manassas: 

Colonel : Inclosed please find a copy of a telegram to-day received. 
You will see by reference to the copy of my telegram to General Jack- 
son that the suggestion referred to is to take the road via Stribling 
Springs to the valley turnpike. A large number of men and some ofiS.- 
cers of your command are at Buffalo Gap and here. I shall direct all 
who are able to join you to-morrow at Eyan’s. The quartermaster here 
is busy getting supplies and transportation for you, to reach you on the 
road, 

Yery respectfully, S. M. BAETON, 

[5.] Acting Assistant Adjutant’General. 
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McDowell, Va., Novemler 29.1861. 

Ooh S. M. Barton, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel: I have just received your communication by express, 
dated yesterday. 1 have informed you that I was halted here by order 
of General Loring, but as T regard the order of the Adjutant-General as 
imperative I shall move on to Eyan’s, and have expressed the telegram 
to General Loring, so that if he thinks it proper he may countermand 
the order. I have made all arrangements necessary for subsistence and 
forage up to the evening of the 3d proximo. I can only reach Shaw’s 
Fork to-night. Will reach Eyan’s to-morrow by 3 o’clock, and advise 
you by express of my movements. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. B. TALIAFEEEO, 

[5.J Colonel^ Commanding Troo])s en route for Manassas. 


Camp at McDowell, 
November 29^ 1861—9 a. m. 

Lieut. Col. C. L. Stevenson, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel: I am just in receipt of the inclosed telegram from 
Adjutant-General Cooper, addressed directly to me.* You will perceive 
the order is imperative to march from my present position, and is dated 
the 28th instant. I feel greatly embarrassed, but shall move my com¬ 
mand on to Eyan’s, at which point Colonel Barton writes me from 
Staunton to halt a few hours. It is impossible to reach Eyan’s to-day, 
owing to the condition of the roads, and may not reach there before 
the evening of the 30tb. I send this by special express, and any order 
of the general commanding can overtake me at Eyan’s to-morrow night. 
Under the impression that the command was to march through Staun¬ 
ton to save transportation, I have not permitted the issue of all the 
tents which would be required by the troops. I will therefore have to 
send to Staunton for them, as well as for some ammunition. 

WM. B. TALIAFEEEO, 

[5,] Colonel, d;o. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 248, ) Eichmondj November 30^ 1861. 

ll. Major Waddill’s Fourth Battalion Louisiana Volunteers will pro¬ 
ceed to this city and report for duty to Brigadier-General Winder. 

YIII. Brig. Gen. E. B. Garnett, Provisional Army, will proceed to 
Manassas, Ya., and report for duty to General J. E. Johnston, com¬ 
manding. 

*###**# 

XVI. Lieut. Ool. H. H. Walker, Provisional Army, will proceed to 
Brooke’s Station, Ya., and report for duty to Major-G-eneral Holmes, 
with the Fortieth Regiment Virginia Volunteers. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[6.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


See p. 393. 
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Eiohmond, November 30,1861, 

Lieut. Col. M. G-. Haemak, 

^tmmton, Va,: 

Let Col. W. B. Taliaferro’s command proceed by march, as already 
directed, from here. The Central Eailroad cannot take the command. 
Send here the letter from General W. W. Loring without opening it. 

S. COOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Gamp at Shaw’s Fork, November 30, 1861, 

Col. C. L. Stevenson : 

Colonel : I received this morning, at 1.30 a. m., your communication 
of yesterday. I presume you had not received my dispatch of the 29th 
informing you of the order of the Adjutant-General at Eichmond to 
march directly to Manassas via Harrisonburg. I will have time at 
Eyan’s to-night to receive any order from the commanding general reiter¬ 
ating the order of the 29th. Should I not receive an order to that effect 
I will move on in the direction of Harrisonburg, but as the road 
approaches Staunton to within thirteen miles no loss of time will occur 
should the general commanding require me to march to that point. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. B. TALIAPEREO, 

[5.] Colonel, Commanding Forces e% route for Manassas, 


Headquarters Forces at Staunton, Ya., 

November 30,1861, 

Col. W. B. Taliaperro, 

Commanding Brigade: 

Colonel : Inclosed is a copy of dispatch received to-day from Gen¬ 
eral Cooper, directing you to march as first ordered via Harrisonburg 
fco Mount Jackson.* The' commissary says he sent you five days’ rations 
for 2,200 men, which you will take with you, and will render it unnec¬ 
essary for me to send any further supplies. I also inclose you a copy of 
dispatch from superintendent of Manassas Eailroad Company, saying 
he will have sixty cars ready for you on Tuesday. I have telegraphed 
him to have seventy-five cars ready for you on Thursday morning next. 
All, I hope, will work, and as you can dispense with teams discharge 
the impressed ones. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

M. G. HAEMAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding, 

P. S.—I will forward any men now here belonging to your command 
to Harrisonburg to meet you. 

[5.] 


Shaw’s Fork, November 30,1861—1.30 a. m. 

Col. S. M. Barton: 

I expressed to General Loring the telegram from General Cooper to 
me, and have just received an order from him to proceed to Staunton 
with my command, and await his further instructions or his arrival. 


See secoud, ante. 
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This is directly opposed to the order from Eichmond, aud I wish you 
would telegraph the fact to Eichmoud, so that I can be relieved from 
all blame. I had made my arrangements for the march via Harrison¬ 
burg, and can prosecute it according to the schedule forwarded to Col¬ 
onel Harman. Keply to this at Eyan’s to-day (this evening). 

Very respectfully, 

WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 

[5.] Colonel^ Commanding Troops. 


Adjutant-General’s Office, Army of Northwest, 

Huntersville^ Va.. Novemher 30^ 1861. 

Col. W. B. Taliaferro, 

Commanding^ at or near Ryanhj Monterey lAne: 

Colonel : Your letter of the 29th, inclosing the telegram from Gen¬ 
eral Cooper of the 28th, I have just received. A letter from the Sec¬ 
retary of War, dated 24th instant, with regard to a movement of the 
troops of this army, was 'received by General Loring two days since, 
and he left here on yesterday for Staunton on business connected there¬ 
with. I respectfully suggest that you wait at Eyan’s further orders 
from him. The information forwarded to you will be dispatched to him. 

I am, sir, respectfolly, your obedient servant, 

’ 0 . L. STEVENSON, 

1 - 5 ^ j Adjutant- General 


Headquarters Department of North CaroliNxI, 

Goldshorougli^ December 1861. 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding., (fco., Hetc Berne^ H. 0.: 

General : The adjutant-general willforward ip you an order in rela¬ 
tion to the movement of a portion of Spruill’s regiment. By the 
its arrival it is iiresumed the permanent camp will have been 
1 hope you will be able to get correct information in regard to the 
movements of the enemy at Hatteras. I wrote yesterday in regard 
to Jordan’s regiment, but in the hurry did not retain a copy 01 my let¬ 
ter. What L designed was that in case of emergency you would sus^ 
pend the sending of the regiment to ^o^^noke Island and make such 
use of it as yon might think best. I have wntten to the Governor in 
regard to your old regiment, as yon suggested. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,^ ^ GATLIF, 

Brigadier-General. 


[^•1 


Special Orders, 
TSo. 260. 


Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Eichmond, Becemher 2,1S61. 


***** 

V The following companies will immediately proceed to Dmrfries, 
Va and there be organized into a battaUon, the designation of ^i^ 
wfll bf the Fiftl lattalion of Alabama Vdnnteers, L^eut ^1. |. B. 
Sh^bPTd commanding: Oapt. Thomas Bush’s company, Gapt. B. 1. 
Im^S company^Oapt. A.I. Vandegraff’s company, Captain Dickin- 
sou5 company, Captain Davis’ company, Captain Smith s company. 

• •*•*** 

26 R R—^VOL LI, PX n 
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YIII. Lieut, Col. J. G-. Taylor’s Second Infantry Battalion of Missis¬ 
sippi Volunteers will immediately proceed to Yorktown, Va., and 
report for duty to General Magruder, commanding. Captain Dudley’s 
company (G), of this battalion, now attached to the Twenty-first Eegi- 
ment Mississippi Volunteers, will at once be sent to Yorktowu, Va,, to 
report to Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor. 

#**#*#* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JlSfO. WITHERS, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Ordbes, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, 

No. 562. j December 2^ 1861, 

I. The Eourteenth Regiment Georgia Volunteers is hereby attached 
to the garrison of Camp Pickens, and the colonel will report to Col. 
G. B. Anderson, commanding that post. 

II. The Twenty-eighth Regiment Georgia Volunteers, as soon as they 
have completed the duty upon which they are now engaged, will also 
report to Colonel Anderson for duty at Camp Pickens. 

###**** 

By command of General Johnston: 

THOS. G. RHETT, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 252. ) Richmond^ Receniber 5 , 1861, 

1. So much of paragraph X, Special Orders, No. 181, Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s OMce, of October 16, as assigns Captain Blackwell’s 
company of Mississippi Volunteers to a battalion now commanded by 
Lieut. Col. J. G. Taylor j and so much of paragraph VIII, Special Orders, 
No. 250, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Ofidce, of December 2,1861, 
as assigns Captain Dudley’s company of Mississippi Volunteers to the 
same battalion, is revoked, and the colonel of the Twenty-first Regi¬ 
ment of Mississippi Volunteers will designate some other one of the 
remaining nine companies attached to his regiment to proceed immedi¬ 
ately to Yorktown, Va., and report to Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor as a 
portion of his Second Infantry Battalion of Mississippi Volunteers. 

* * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[4.] Assistant Adjutant-Ge7ieral, 


Richmond, Decmiher 5, 1861. 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Centerville^ Va.: 

The President directs the immediate assignment of the Mississippi 
regiments to brigades, as follows: To First Brigade, under General 
W, H. 0. Whiting, the jregiments under Cols. W. C. Falkner, W. H. 
Moore, William Barksdale, W. S. Featherston, and T. M. Griffin. To 
Second Brigade, under General R. Griffith, the regiments under Cols. 
H. Hughes, Carnot Posey, C. H. Mott, and B. G. Humphreys. 

S. COOPER, 

[5.J Adjutant and Inspector General, 
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Headquarters First Corps, Army of the Potomac, 

Gentervillej Ya^, December 3, 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War^ Eichmondj Va.: 

Sir : I inclose you herewith for your information two communica¬ 
tions from our agents, which would seem to indicate an early advance 
of the enemy, probably on this place and the batteries along the Poto¬ 
mac. Trusting in Providence, the sanctity of our cause, and the valor 
of our troops, we hope that victory Avill once more crown our efforts, 
whatever may be the odds the enemy will bring to bear against as. I 
beg to call your attention specially to that part of the communication 
from Alexandria wliich reads as follows: ‘‘ Eumor states that we have 
a traitor in the War Department at Richmond who transmits news to 
Washington.” We have lately received several communications to the 
same effect, and also (from other sources) that McClellan is fully 
informed as to the exact number of our forces here, which is only known 
to a few of our staff officers. Whether the reported rumor be true or 
not, I have thought it advisable to call your attention to the subject in 
order to put you on your guard relative to the employes of the War 
Department who have access to its files. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Gt. T. BEAUREGARD, 

General^ Commanding. 

[Inclosnre No. 1.] 


November 30,1861. 

Sib: The rumor current in Alexandria this day says there is an 
advance contemijlated next ■week. Hundreds of wagons and large 
bodies of trooiis have been moved over from Washington within the last 
four days. Charles G-. Addison, from Alexandria, will report himself 
to you as soon as he can reach Centerville. He, having left his home 
to-day, can tell you what preparation is being made for an advance. 

Yours, 

MAESHALL. 


[iHOlosure No. 2.] 

Alexandria, November 80^ 1861, 

General BEAUREaARD: 

Dear Sir: I write to inform you what is going on around our city, 
hoping that it may prove of some service to you and our cause. On 
the 28th about 100 wagons came to town, also five regiments, and pro¬ 
ceeded up the Leesburg pike. At 4 o^clock two regiments came in and 
went up on the railroad to Springfield Station, On the 29th eight regi¬ 
ments crossed over the bridge and went up the Columbia pike. I was 
in Washington yesterday and called at the War and ITavy Depart¬ 
ments, and ficom all I could see and hear they intend to rnake a forward 
movement. Sumner states that they will move at five different points 
to Leesburg, Fairfax, Occoquan, where the largest force will be thrown, 
and attempt to throw a force from Maryland across the river at or near 
the batteries—supposing that while they attack the forces at Occoquan 
you will draw your forces from them. This you must take as a rumor 
and use your judgment. From what I can see and hear they will be 
forced to try and do something desperate, as the Yankees are getting 
quite dissatisfied with General McClellands inactivity. Rumor states 
that we have a traitor in the W^ar Department at Richmond who trans¬ 
mits news to Washington. One regiment was sent over from Maryland 
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belonging to Sickles^ brigade. It was stationed near the hospital oppo¬ 
site the navy-yard. They arrived last night. 

Yours, with much respect, 

[5.J 


Headquartees Army of the Kanawha, 

Cantonment Yarina^ Deeemher 5, 1861, 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War Confederate States of America: 

Sir: I received this moment your order to move to Dublin Depot, 
and will set out as soon as it is possible. 1 have already sent ott a very 
large portion of my transportation for the winter, but will reassemble 
it as soon as possible. If this movement is for service elsewhere 
during the winter it is no doubt judicious, but if the object is to winter 
anywhere in Pulaski County, I fear it will prove expensive and hurtful. 
There is not a drop of running water within two miles of Dublin Depot, 
and wood cannot be had except at a heavy cost. Added to this, it is 
a most bleak and dreary locality in the winter, although a fine summer 
climate. Here 'we have abundance of wood without cost, and water in 
abundance, together with a fine southern exposure, and the position is 
one from which an efficient movement could be made upon the enemy 
at the earliest possible moment in spring. Will you be good enough to 
let me know whether the troops at Meadow Bluff are embraced in the 
order to move my command to Dublin. That force would reach the 
railroad at a more accessible i)oint than Dublin. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[5. ] _ Brigadier- General. 

Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldshoro'iigh, December 5, 1861. 

His Excellency Henry T. Clark, 

Governor of North Carolina^ Raleigh^ N. G.: 

Governor: Your telegram of this date has been received. The 
only troops drawn from the coast are Roberts’ and Morehead’s com¬ 
panies. They will not leave for a few days, as I design to keep them 
here until they can be paid. If in the meantime anything should occur 
to require their services on the coast I shall send them down. Jordan’s 
regiment is still near Washington. I beg that the armed companies of 
General Branch’s late regiment be sent to New Berne as soon as practi¬ 
cable. Please let me know if you think it necessary to keep Walton’s 
company any longer at Morganton. The season is so far advanced 
that it will soon become impracticable to carry on military operations 
in the mountains. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. C. GATLIN, 

[4.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


4J.F4J. 


Yorktown, December 4,1861. 

(Received 4.30.) 

Major-G-eneral Mag-etideb, Richmond: 

A crowd of sail have passed up the bay between 12 o’clock and this 
time. I have counted nine at one time. The blockading vessels under 
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sail 8jnd off at a groator distance; ail others out of sifirht. !N^o news 
from Gloucester. ^ 


(Copy to General Holmes.) 
14 and 5.] 


E. JOHISrSTOlN. 


Headquarters Northwest Army, 

_ _ ' _ ^ Staunton^ Va,. December 4. ISGl. 

Col. W. B. Taliaferro, ^ ’ 

Commanding Brigade: 

Colonel : You will upon receipt of this take your command upon 
the cars to Strasburg, and there await further orders. I have received 
instructions from the War Department to this effect. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. W. LOEING, 

[^•J Brigadier-General, Commandingj dtc. 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldsboro ugh,, December 4, 18GL 

Brig. Gen. J. E. Anderson, 

Commanding^ efic., Wilmington^ N, 0.; 

General: Your letter of the 3d instant has been received. lam 
fearful that we will find it difficult to replace tlie troops sent to South 
Carolina. I have been instructed to relieve the Third’ Georgia Eegi- 
inent at Roanoke Island by a North Carolina regiment and to send the 
Georgia reginient back to Norfolk, so that the Secretary of War must 
have been misinformed in regard to matters when he suggested that I 
might furnish you a regiment fi*om that island. The Governor has but 
a part of a regiment at Raleigh armed, but it is not yet equipped. When 
it is equipped I shall be compelled to send it to Hyde County to replace 
the regiment sent to Roanoke. He gives me no encouragement in expect¬ 
ing any other troops; his plea is that he has no arms for them. In regard 
to the battery at Huggins’ Island, I don’t exactly see wliere the troops 
are to come from. I had hoped that I might have been offered artillery 
companies, but none have offered. I will write to the Governor on the 
subject, and will again address you in regard to the matter. 

In haste, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[4.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Northwest, 

'8tamit07i, Ya,j December' 5, 1861, 

Col. W. B. Taliaferro, 

Commanding Brigade^ Strashirg: 

Colonel : The general commanding directs me to inform you that he 
sent you to-day the following telegram, viz: 

Confidential.] Headquarters Northwest Army, 

Staunt07ij Deceinhei' 5. 

Col. W. B. Taliaferro, commanding brigade, will proceed from Strasbnrg to Win¬ 
chester with his command. ___ 

W. W. LORING. 
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It is some'w^hat doubtful whether it reached you; at all events, carry 
out its instructions. 


I am, sir, very respectfully. 


fo.] 


S. M. BARTON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. Gbneeal’s Opfioe, 

No. 258. 5 . Biohmond, December 6, 1861, 

* * * * * * 

XYTI. So ranch of paragraph lY, Special Orders, Xo. 254, Adjutant 
and Inspector GeneraPs Office, of December 4, 1861, as directs the 
Tennessee brigade under General Donelson and the regiment under 
Colonel Starke to proceed to Bowling Green, Ky., is revoked, and 
these forces will immediately proceed to Charleston, S. 0., and report 
for duty to Gen. E. E. Lee, commanding. 

####### 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Eiohmond, Becemher 6,1861, 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Centerville^ Va,: 

The four regiments are ordered to Winchester to re-enforce General 
T. J. Jackson. 

S. COOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector Oeneral, 


Headquarters Department of Xorth Carolina, 

Goldshorough. December 6.1861. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Martin, 

Adjutant-General of North Carolina: 

General : I desire to receive into service three companies of artil¬ 
lery to serve at the heavy batteries on the Pamlico, iTeuse, and Y^hite 
Oak Eivers ; also three companies of infantry to be stationed at the 
latter. As it is next to impossible to procure arms for the companies 
that are tendering their services, perhaps the required number might 
be found among them who are willing to go as artillery. If such 
should be the case, please accept and order them to report to me at this 
place. I prefer receiving a battalion to support the battery on White 
Oak rather than detach companies from a regiment for that purpose, 
the force at my disposal not being sufficient to establish an entire regi¬ 
ment near that place. Please let me know at what time I may expect 
additional troops. The removal of the Georgia regiment from JEloanoke 
Island makes it necessary that re enforcements be sent me as soon as 
practicable. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

r.. E. 0. GATLIN, 

_ Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 
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Eichmond, Ya., jOecem&ar 7^1861. 
Brig. Gen. Samuel G. French, Uvansport, Va.: 

General : Please inform me at your earliest convenience as to the 
practicability and expediency of protecting the guns and cannoneers 
of your batteries from the vertical fire of the enemy by coverings of 
timber and earth; also as to what has been done to the roads in your 
command to prepare them for the transportation of heavy artillery and 
for other military operations, and to what extent they can be improved 
in this respect. 

[5.] _ JEFFJN DAYIS. 


LEWiSBURa, Greenbrier County, Ya,, 

December 7, 1861, 


His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States: 


Your petitioners, citizens of Greenbrier County, Ya., would respect¬ 
fully represent that they are advised that all the forces lately composing 
the Southern Army of Western and Northwestern Yirginia are soon 
to be withdrawn from their present positions, now in defense of this 
portion of the State, to other fields of action, and that no provision 
will be made at present for the protection of this section of the Confed¬ 
eracy. Should this be the case a large and vast amount of property 
will be left free to the incursions of the enemy, and the personal safety 
of many good subjects will be jeopardized by the presence of an invad¬ 
ing army. By reason of the close proximity of the inhabitants of the 
counties of Greenbrier, Monroe, Pocahontas, and other counties in this 
section to the enemy’s lines, and the absence of any force to repel them, 
they will be constantly exposed to invasion and to the rapacity of the 
Northern forces. In view of the fact that this section of the State has 
famished many companies of volunteers for the service, and the addi¬ 
tional fact of the loyalty of its people, protected only by a disorganized 
and poorly disciplined militia, and in view of the premises generally, 
your petitioners are of the opinion that this section of the State should 
be protected, and they hope and believe that Your Excellency will make 
such provisions for the safety of W^estern Yirginia as may be necessary 

to protect it from further invasion. ^ 

^ JOHNSON EEYNOLDS. 

D. H. STALNAKEE. 

FLOYD ESTILL. 

[5] [And 76 OTHERS.] 


Richmond, December 9, 1861. 

Ool. Georoe Deas, Dublin Station^ Va.: 

Hasten forward D. S. Donelson’s Tennessee brigade and W. E. Starke’s 
regiment to Charleston, S. 0., as already ordered, 

S. OOOPEJai, 

j- 5 _j Adjutant and Insjaeotor General. 


Hbadqxjartebs IToethwestbrw Army, 

Staunton, Ya., December 9, 1861. 

GeneT&l 8. CooVTiVt,, Adjutant-General, <&c.: 

General: I am moving the sick, supplies, &c., as rapidly as possible 

to the rear, and vill in a tew days commence the movement ot troops 
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on the Millborough line. I respectfully ask that the Central Railroad 
from Millborough here be directed to furnish an engine, eight cars, and 
two flats, to facilitate at once the movement of munitions, &c. We are 
in great need of them. The necessity for the rapid movement of the 
command from here requires the use of the rail through to Strasburg. 
I am unable to say to-day precisely when; it is probable about the 16tli 
of the month. I write in order to know whether we shall be furnished 
or not. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. W. LORIhTG, 

[5.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding» 


WiLEiAMSTON, IST, 0., December 9,1661, 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War^ Richmond Va,: 

Dear Siu : My great anxiety must be my excuse for this letter. I 
am now ou a visit homo from the convention at Raleigh, and expect to 
return to-morrow. From the best information 1 have been able to 
gather, there is a great sense of insecurity x^ervading the public mind 
throughout Albemarle County. We are entirely dependent upon our 
defenses at Roanoke Island. Yery little or no attention has been paid 
to defenses on our rivers (the tributaries of Albemarle Sound), and it 
is thought such defenses should be attended to, so that in case the 
enemy succeeded at Roanoke Island we would be able to fall back upon 
our river defenses. It is greatly feared that the fortifications at Roanoke 
Island are not sufficient against any formidable force of the enemy, and 
the stake at hazard is of incalculable importance. You are no doubt 
well advised of the vast resources, wealth, and the large slave popula¬ 
tion on the Albemarle Sound and its tributaries, and the wliole now 
resting upon the works and force at Roanoke Island. There being two 
channels through Oroatan Sound, one of them quite remote from our 
batteries ou the island, it was thought advisable to obstruct it by 
piling, and I understand large quantities of material for that purpose 
were prepared, but so far no movement to that end has commenced. I 
am recently informed that Colonel Wright’s regiment is to be taken 
away, and Colonel Jordan’s hTorth Carolina Volunteers is to supply its 
place, and no additional force is added. The recent transfer of General 
Hill and the substitution of General Branch has evidently added to 
the dissatisfaction that prevails. I would, however, be distinctly 
understood as not partaking in the slightest degree in this cause of dis¬ 
satisfaction, but in connection wdth it, as an act of justice to General 
Branch, and with reference to the public interest, allow me to suggest 
that the district assigned to him is entirely too large, and the means of 
travel too difficult to enable him to discharge the duties of his position 
efficiently. *^1 am informed by General Gatlin that he has officially 
recommended a division of the district, and I would very earnestly add 
my request to his recommendation. Indeed, I think if a general officer 
discharges his duty properly, if he is confined to the Albemarle coun¬ 
try, he will have, for the present at least, as much as he can superin¬ 
tend. When our preparations for defense are completed then his dis¬ 
trict might be enlarged. It may be that my deep interest in this mat¬ 
ter misleads my judgment, but I can assure you that we feel insecure, 
and would respectfully and earnestly urge upon you some course which, 
in your judgment, would be best to strengthen our defenses and prepare 
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for an attack of the enemy, 'which we think, with their knowledge of 
our country and resources, is not only possible, but probable. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L^-J ASA BIGGS. 


Headquarters, 
Bmnsjport, December 10,1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and, Inspector General, G. 8. Army: 

Sir: Inclosed I have the honor to forward the statement of some 
prisoners that were captured by crossing the Potomac, and when near 
the shore were persuaded to laud and were captured. If you deem 
this information of any importance you can lay it before the Secretary 
of War. They all state that General Sickles has five regiments; 
Hooker five regiments; the Hew Jersey brigade, lately landed, has four 
or five; and one stated that he was playing cards with the colonel’s 
cook, and learned from him that troops were moving down the river; 
one was an Indiana regiment, and the cook wished to go with it. It 
appears that there are about 20,000 men opposite, which includes 
artillery and a very small force of cavalry. Hearly all supidies are 
drawn from Washington. 

Yours, respectfully, 

S. G. FEBHCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

[IjQclosure.] 

Statement made by ])ri8oners. 

Thomas Latham Wilkinson^ aged fifteen years, resident of Pough¬ 
keepsie, IN. Y,, sou of an officer of Company T, Fifth Kegiment, Sickles’ 
brigade, -was questioned by General French. In ansTver to questions 
he stated that Sickles is now in Washington j that General Hooker is 
ill command, though there is a contention between Sickles and himself 
for command. Sickles’ headquarters are inland, near the Massachu¬ 
setts camp. His brigade consists of five regiments 5 average strength 
900 to 1,000. A few nights ago the Freeborn was going down 5 their 
pickets tired at her, thinking her the Eichmond. Liverpool Point is 
used as landing. Stores are landed from steamers, and wood and oys¬ 
ters brought up in small vessels. In addition to Sickles’ force there 
are two Massachusetts and one Pennsylvania regiment. Professor 
Lowe has charge of balloon. They are building houses for ofiicers and 
arranging tents for winter quarters. Colonel Graham crossed to Mathias 
Point, and was arrested for his depredations. FTegroes not carried oflf 
by force, but had their things packed, trunks, &c., to escape, in number 
about forty, and are employed in unloading vessels. Each regiment 
has eighteen wagons hauling stores from Washington. 

Charles Smith, aged twelve years, from Massachusetts, and adopted 
son of Lieutenant Squier, Fifth Kegiment, Sickles’ brigade: Eegimeuts 
about 800 strong, and posted about half a mile apart. The large flag 
visible is in Fourth Eegiment. The troops are building some houses. 
They have only about ten boats. They are going to build a wharf at 
Liverpool Point. Has only heard talk of fleet coming up here within 
the last two days. Eegimental wagons haul supplies. Yery bad roads. 
General Hooker goes up in the balloon. They have very good horses 
and mules; six horses to most of the guns, of which there are 100 and 
more pieces under Sickles. 
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Joliii Hare, native of England, resident of Paterson, N. J., where his 
mother lives: Belongs to First Eegiment, Sickles’ brigade. Other 
regiments are within a mile of each other; average strength 800. Force 
across the river as follows: Sickles, five regiments; Hooker, four;^ Kew 
Jersey brigade, under Colonel Johnson, five regiments; one regiment 
cavalry, and force of artillery; in all about 20,000, They have over 100 
guns; some siege guns, eight horses. Artillery goes down to river in 
Siedaytime and returns at night; twenty guns sometimes pass. Jersey 
brigade is about nine miles from Liverpool Point. The brigade came 
up the river and landed below the point. Colonel Graham is in arrest. 
First Eegiment is five miles from the point, where two companies are 
stationed to watch stores, which are landed on the lower side of the 
creek. Tugs lay about 200 yards ofi*. Sickles’ camp seven or eight 
miles ofi. Hooker’s about the same—First Massachusetts, Eleventh 
Massachusetts, First Vermont, First Kew Hampshire Eegiments. A 
deserter from this side arrived there the other night; is in Massachu¬ 
setts camp; has not heard of fleet; men do not anticipate crossing the 
river; are defending the line of river; are putting up huts, &c., by col¬ 
onel’s direction; commenced two weeks ago. General Hooker goes up 
in balloon. Colonel Graham was arrested for his marauding. He took 
negroes from this shore; they were put on tugs and carried off; no 
trunks or baggage brought with them. Troops generally well behaved, 
but sometimes disorderly and mutinous. A review took ifiace last week 
by a major of McClellan’s staff and the Compte de Paris; Herald re¬ 
porter present. Armed with altered muskets; are expecting rifles. Are 
well treated by Marylanders, though he says they don’t say much.” 

John Ayres, Company A, First Eegiment, Sickles’ brigade, from Bos¬ 
ton, a painter: The troops over there are all three-years’ men. They 
have over 100 guns, mostly brass, with good horses. They drill daily. 
He never saw Jersey brigade. From schooners at Liverpool Point to 
nearest regiment two to three miles; two companies picket the point 
ten days at a time. The forty captured negroes work unloading ves¬ 
sels ; none are in camp. Ten regiments are there besides the Kew Jersey 
brigade; two are at Port Tobacco. Some troops went down the river 
a few days ago; among them an Indiana regiment. Says he heard the 
colonel’s cook, an Indiana man, say so. The men talk about our com¬ 
ing over to attack them. The men and officers get along well together, 

Jesse Jackson, Company A, First Eegiment, Sickles’ brigade, from 
Paterson, JH. J: Enlisted, having nothing to do. Sickles has five 
regiments; Kew Jersey brigade four or perhaps five, commanded by 
Colonel Johnson. He has only seen thirty xflcces artillery; only two 
pieces are opposite us in battery. They draw supplies from Washing¬ 
ton with good teams in about four days’ trip. Last time they were paid 
in Treasury notes; previous to that in gold. Opinion expressed that 
the war will end before very long by the South yielding. Thinks the 
resources of the South will fail, &c. 

[ 5 .] _ 


Headquaetbrs Department op Norfolk, 

Norfolk, Va., December 10,1861. 

Hon. Secretary op War : 

Sir : I inclose herewith a copy of a letter received yesterday from 
Commodore Forrest, commanding dock-yard, covering a copy of a letter 
received by him from the Secretary of the Navy, declining to furnish 
any powder for the use of the batteries here. I reported to the commo¬ 
dore that at the important battery at Pig Point there were but twenty- 
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eight rounds per gun, and on my requisition he consented to furnish me 
from a supply he had in charge. The order of the Secretary stops this 
and the powder remains in store. The chief of ordnance has informed 
me he would sui)ply me with powder when he could, but he had none 
now; hence, on consulting with the naval officer here, he agreed to 
supply me. I beg to state for the information of the President that the 
Secretary of the Navy, in addition to removing a naval officer who was 
detailed as an aide-de-camp on my personal staff (the circumstances of 
which I have previously reported), has taken every midshipman from 
the batteries and several other officers. All the naval officers have been 
removed by his orders from the batteries at Pagan Creek (near Smith- 
field), Barrett’s Point, and at Cedar Point (mouth of the Nansemond 
Eiver). At Pig Point there is only one naval officer. The midshipman 
was removed without even notifying me. At Craiiey Island there is no 
naval officer, and only one (the commanding officer) at Sewell’s Point. 
Three of the interior batteries are in charge of naval officers. I feel 
compelled to state these facts for the information of the President. I 
must not be held responsible for the defense of these batteries if I am 
to be thus deprived of the necessary means of making a proper defense. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. HUGEE, 

Major- General. 

[Inclosure.] 


OOMHANDANT’S OFFICE, BoCK-YARD, 

Gosporty Deceniher 9, 1861. 

Major-General Httg-er, 

Commanding Department of Worfolk: 

General : Herewith you will find inclosed a letter from the honorable 
Secretary of the Navy, which, as you will observe, prevents my filling 
your requisitions, except in case of some emergency. 

Very respectfully, E. FOEEEST, 

Flag-Officer and> Commandant. 


[Sub-inclofiure.] 

Navy Department, 
Biehmond^ December 5, 1861. 

Flag-Officer F. Forrest, 

Commanding Navy-Yard^ Iforfolk: 

Sir : The requisitions of General Huger for powder, inclosed in your 
letter of the 4th instant, are herewith returned. You will infoi'm Gen¬ 
eral Huger that the Department declines to comply with his requisition, 
as all the powder on hand subject to it.s control is required for the use 
of the Navy. 

I am, &c., S. E. MALLOEY, 

[4.] Secretary of the Fai^y, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 265. ) Richmond^ December 13j 1861. 

* # * 

IV. Captain Rives’ Virginia light artillery company, with its battery, 
will immediately px’oceed, via Fredericksburg and Brooke’s Station, to 
Evansport, Va., and report for duty to Brigadier-General Whiting. 

* # -n? * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Staunton, Deeeniber 14,1861, I 

GeDeral S. Cooper: | 

Dispatch from Colonel Johnson states that the enemy attacked him i 
yesterday 5,000 strong, but was repulsed with great loss after an 
engagement of seven hours. The battle commenced at 7 a. m. John- | 

son’s force was 1,200. The two regiments in rear have since re-enforced. ! 

His report will be sent by mail.* 

W. W. LOEIHG, 

[5.J Brigadier-General, 


Office Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal Company, I 

Norfollc, Va,, December 15, 1861, ! 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, \ 

Secretary of War,, Richmond: ' 

Sir : The Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal Company are engaged \ 

in constructing a canal from the southern branch of the Elizabeth | 
Kiver, above the navy-yard, to Albemarle Sound, via Currituck, forming, 
when completed, an inland navigation from the Chesapeake to Beaufort, 

K. C., and other southern ports, for steam-boats and other vessels 
drawing not exceeding seven feet and a half of water. Our locks, which 
are the largest perhaps in the Southern Confederacy, are 40 feet wide 
and 220 feet long, capable of passing vessels of 600 tons. This work 
was projected and undertaken some seven years ago by such individual 
stockholders as could be induced to think favorably of the project, 
since which liberal aid has been furnished by the State of North 
Carolina. In the construction of the work we have encountered the 
greatest difficulties in the excavation. Our course lay through a dense 
cypress swamp covered with water and stumps of mammotli size, 
underlying a heavy growth of gum and cypress. Finding we could 
accomplish nothing in the usual mode of excavation, by Siiades and 
shovels, we had recourse to the mighty agency of steam, and when 
that failed, powder accomplished what we desired. After six years of ^ 
unremitting toil, a larger portion of which time we worked both day ) 
and night, we were enabled to get a navigation for vessels drawing live 
feet. Pushing forward our work with the aid of the revenue we 
received from a rapidly increasing business, we were enabled by the 
commencement of the war to get six feet throughout the whole line, 
while for many miles it is completed to the depth of eight feet. Tlie 
war has caused nearly a total suspension of our trade, consequently 
our revenue is not sufficient to prosecute the work further, and unless 
we can obtain assistance it must stoi). We have afforded transporta¬ 
tion for all the heavy ordnance, have passed 184 gun-boats and army 
transports since September 1, for which service to this time we have f 
not received one dollar. Owing to the present unfinished condition of l 
the work. I fear if we should be compelled to stop all our machines the 
caving or the banks, caused by the reckless manner in which Govern¬ 
ment steamers navigate it, setting at defiance all our established rules, 
will cause a diminished, if not a total, suspension of the navigation. ^ 
It is for this reason I deem it my duty to inform you of it, that you j 

may take such action as you may deem necessary to keep open so i 

important a communication with North Carolina. We shall be com- i 

pelled to discharge all hands by the 25th instant unless we can obtain . f 
means to carry on the work. Should-the Confederate Government | 


See Vol. V, p. 460. 
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deem it important to keep open this channel during the continuance of 
the war, we believe by making ua an allowance of $2,000 or $2,500 per 
month for the use of the canal we could insure an improved navigation 
from this time henceforth. Our usual expenditures, when prosecuting 
the work with vigor, are from $10,000 to $15,000 per month. I have 
the honor to accompany this communication with a report of the com¬ 
pany and a map of the country.* 

Hoping to hear from you on this subject, and that arrangements may 
be made for the further progress of the work, I am, sir, your obedient 
servant, 

MAESHALL PAEKS, 

President Albemarle and GJiesapealce Canal Company. 

P. S.—Eeference is made for the importance of the work to Hon. 
Thomas Bragg and Hon, W. 1^. H. Smith. 

[^•j 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

268. ) Rielimond^ December 17^ 1861. 

****** 

XXIX. Capt. T. Ooopwood, with his company (the Monroe Eangers), 
Mississippi Volunteers, will immediately proceed toEichmond, Va., and 
report for duty to General Winder, commanding. 

******* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JN-O. WITHBES, 

[5,] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hag-ue Post-Office, Westmoreland County, Ya., 

December 17^ 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Dear Sir : I have received a letter from a reliable source in Mary¬ 
land, informing me that it is the impression there that Commodore 
Craven has gone to Philadelphia to take charge of a large fleet to oper¬ 
ate on the Potomac batteries, and also that they have added to the 
Pederal force at Budd’s Ferry, Charles County, and that a combined 
attack on the Evansport batteries by land and water seems to be gen¬ 
erally understood at the Washington Havy-Yard as about to be under¬ 
taken. 

Yery respectfully, yours, &c., 

JOSEPH FOEEBST, 

[5.] Captain and Recruiting Officer^ Maryland Volunteers. 


Special Orders, 
Ko. 269. 

* * 


Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Richmond^ December 18^ 1861. 
* * * * * 


III. Captain Hatchett’s Lunenburg Dragoons and Captain Douglas’ 
Yirginia Eangers, Yirginia Yolunteers, will proceed to Fredericksburg, 


Not found. 
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Va., and be organized into a regiment with the eight companies of cav¬ 
alry under Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson, commanding. 

.**##*#* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[5.] Assista7it AdjiitanPQeiieraU 


A RESOLUTION of tlianks to Brig. Gen. N. G. Evaus and tlie oiiicers and soldiers 
under his command for their gallant conduct in the battle of Leesburg. 

Be it resolved, hy the Congress of the Confederate States of A^ne^Hca, 
That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby tendered, to Brig*. 
Gen. N, G. Evans and the officers and soldiers under his command for 
the brilliant victory achieved by them over largely superior forces of 
the enemy in the battle of Leesburg. 

Approved December 18,1861. 

[5.] 


Congress Hall, Deoenibcr 18,1861. 

Hon. J. P. BEN.TAMIN, 

Secretary of War: 

Dear Sir: I beg leave respectfully to ask your attention to the 
inclosed letter from Adam Stephenson, esq., a leading citizen of 
Monterey, remonstrating against the withdrawal of onr little force on 
the top of the Alleghany. Had this little but most gallant army been 
crushed by the late advance of the enemy upon our lines in seemingly 
overwhelming numbers, there would have been no obstacle to an onward 
march to Staunton, in the very heart of the Valley of Virginia. I trust 
there is no foundation for the rumor which has so much agitated the 
population of that part of the valley, that it is the purpose of the 
Government to deprive them of all imotectiou. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN W. BEOCKBNBROUGH. 


[Iiiclosuro.] 

Monterey, JJeccmber 13,1861. 

Hon. J. W. Brooicbnbrottgh: 

Dear Sir ; It is believed that the whole army is to be withdrawn 
from the top of the Alleghany, and consequently this county left 
exposed to the enemy. At the instance of a great many citizens 1 
write to you to request of you the favor of using your influence with 
the public authorities to cause to be left on the top of Alleghany a 
suffleient force to protect our homes and families from the depredations 
of the Yankees. I have conversed with many of our citizens and sev¬ 
eral of the oflOicers of the army, and all concur in opinion that an army 
ought to be left to give us protection. I hope yon may feel at liberty 
to use your influence to cause a force to bo left, so that wo may not be 
subjected to the ravages of the notorious Yankees. 

In great haste, I am, yours, &o., 


[5.] 


A. STEPHENSON. 
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Headquarters, 

White Mplmr Springs^ T«., December 19^ 1861, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-Qeneh'al Confederate States Army^ Richmond: 

General: There is at this place a large supply of ammunition and 
other public stores left entirely unprotected, and as I am without the 
means of sending the proi)erty to some safe place I respectfully request 
you will send such orders as you may consider necessary in relation to 
it. I have the honor to report 500 sick yet remaining in hospital, a large 
l)ortion of which cannot be removed for some time to come. The 
country in front is left entirely open to the advance of the enemy should 
they desire to do so. Whilst writing I have received a dispatch from 
Major Sweeney, Sixtieth Eegiinent (whom I sent forward to Lewisburg 
yesterday with twenty men) informing me that a force of the enemy 
has made its appearance at Meadow Bluff, fifteen miles west of Lewis¬ 
burg. I have just ordered all my available force (twenty-five men) to 
support him. The people are greatly alarmed and complain bitterly 
at being left without protection. If I am to continue on duty here I 
respectfully suggest that a force be sent me sufficient at least to quiet 
the fears of the people and protect the sick and public property. If 
the Secretary of War will direct my regiment, the Fiftieth Yirginia, Gen¬ 
eral Floyd’s brigade, to report to me at this place I feel confident with 
the aid of the militia I can give all necessary protection, and keep the 
scouting parties of the enemy at least beyond the Sewells. The coun¬ 
ties of Greenbrier and Monroe are rich in grain and cattle, and it will 
doubtless be an object for the enemy to forage and supply themselves 
with provisions in these counties. There are now at this place vacant 
quarters sufficient for one full regiment; there are also provisions in 
depot to supply the same for three months. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. W. REYNOLDS, 

Colonel Fiftieth Regiment Virginia^ Commanding, 

Note.— The greater part of the ammunition and provisions stored 
here are in charge of officers belonging to the Wise Legion, 

A. W. REYNOLDS, 

[5.] Colonel Fiftieth Regiment Yirginia. 


White Sulphur Springs, Ya., December 19,1861, 
Maj. H. B. Davidson, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, FloyWs Brigade, Ffeidbern, Ya,: 

Major: I have just received a dispatch that a party of the enemy 
has made its appearance at Meadow Bluff, and have been committing 
depredations in that neighborhood. I have sent Major Sweeney, of 
Sixtieth Regiment, with a detachment forward, as far as Lewisburg, to 
quiet the fears of the people. They are greatly alarmed and comiilain 
bitterly of having been left entirely exposed to the enemy. There are 
at this i)lace large quantities of ammunition and other public stores in 
a very unprotected state, and I have no means of removing them to a 
safe place should the enemy move in this direction. I have considered 
itnecessary to send a letter to the Adjutant-General on the subject, with 
full information relative to matters in this locality.* As the mails are 
so uncertain I have ordered an officer to carry my communication. 

A. W. REYNOLDS, 

r 5 1 Colonel Fiftieth Regiment Yirginia, 


See next, ante . 
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Eiohmond, December 20^ 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

SiK: I am instructed by the coiiventiou of Virginia to communicate 
to you the following abstract of its proceedings and accoinpanyiug’ 
documents. 

Bespectfully, 

JNO. L. EUBANK, 
Secretary of the Convention. 

Hall op the Virginia State Convention. 

An extract from the Journal, November 18,1861: 

''On motion of Mr. Tyler, the following resolution was adopted: 

" ^liesolved, That a committee, to consist of nine members, be appointed to talce 
into consideration the pra<*ticability of rescuing from the enemy the waters of this 
Commonwealth; to suggest and recommend any measures which may bo esteemed 
necessary to accomplish so desirable an object; and the said committee be author¬ 
ized to report by bill or otherwise.^ 

'‘The president then announced the following committee under the above resolu¬ 
tion, viz: Messrs. Tyler, Preston, Caperton, Barbour, Price, Seawell, Woods, Hall of 
Lancaster, and Fislier.^^ 

JNO. L. EUBANK, 
Secretary of the Convention. 

Hall op the Virginia Btatr Convention- 

An extract from the Journal, November 27, 1861: 

"Mr. Tyler, from the committee in relation to the occupancy of the waters of tUif 
Commonwealth by the forces of the United States, presented a report, which wn6 
adopted. 

"On motion of Mr. Tyler, the secretary was instructed to communicate a copy oi 
the report, together with accompanying documents, to tho President of the Con¬ 
federate States, to the Secretary of War of the Confederate States, and to Lieut. 
M. E. Maury.^’ 

JNO. L. EUBANK, 
Se&i'eiary of the Conventio7t. 


[Indosure No. 1.] 

The committee which was directed under a resolution of the conyeii- 
tion to take into consideration the practicability of rescuing from tlie 
enemy the waters of this Commonwealth, and to suggest and recom¬ 
mend any measure which may be esteemed necessary to accomplish so 
desirable an object, and to which was referred so much of the mesange 
of the Governor as related to the same subject, and the letter of Gax>t. 
M. F. Maury which accompanied the said message, have had the same 
under consideration, and beg leave to submit the following i*eport: 

Tbe'committee lost no time in entering upon the invest!gatinn of tbe 
important subject committed to it, and summoned to its aid all thonava.1 
officers known at the time to be in the city of Richmond. The conimi t- 
tee was fortunately enabled to obtain the views and opinions of live 
gentlemen who have seen much service, and who occupy a high place 
in the conddence of the community. The plan proposed by Captain 
Maury, which looks to the construction of 100 steam-boats or launches, 
each to mount two heavy guns, to be of light and easy draft, was 
canvassed and scrutinized closely, Captain Maury himself being present 
to answer inquiries and to develop fully the size and structure of the 
boats, together with their cost, and the result was an entire concurrence 
in favor of their efficiency for the end designed, viz, of clearing the still 
waters, including the bays and rivers, of Virginia, to a great extent, if 
not entirely, of the enemy^s ships. About $10,000 for each boat or 
launch, with engines and all complete, except the cannon, was held to 
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bo sufficient for its entire completion for active service. If differences 
on any point existed, they related to matters affecting accommodations 
for officers and men on board the boats ratber than to the povrer and 
efficiency of the boat itself, and even those differences seemed ultimately 
to harmonize. The committee, before concluding to recommend sub¬ 
stantive and definitive action in the adoption of the plan to the conven¬ 
tion, to be carried into effect by the State of Virginia, resting upon her 
own resources, deemed it proper to wait upon the Secretary of the Kavy 
of the Confederate^ States, through a sub-committee of three of its own 
number, to ascertain whether the honorable the Secretary contemplated 
the construction and equipment of any armament of similar import; and 
if so, what that plan was, and within what time the flotilla could be put 
afloat. The sub-committee accordingly waited on him, and received 
from him full and, as they esteemed them to be, satisfactory replies to 
the inquiries submitted. The honorable Secretary stated in substance 
that he was very desirous of adopting some plan which might prove 
effective in expelling the enemy’s vessels from the waters of Virginia; 
that for some time he had been revolving in his mind a plan, through 
the instrumentality of ^in-boats of light draft, which would open our 
waters; that the chief difficulty was in obtaining engines suited to the 
boats; that he had agents at the time traversing the country in search 
oF engines; that he expected to receive information on the subject in 
the course of a few days, and that he should, he hoped, before the lapse 
of a week, be able to submit to Congress a plan and ask for a suitable 
appropriation; that he could have ready for active service in ninety or 
a hundred days fifty boats, to carry two guns each, provided the engines 
and cannon could be obtained in time. The cost of each boat would, 
in his opinion, be equal to $20,000 each. He was informed that the 
estimate for building each boat would, according to Captain Maury’s 
plan, be accomplished by $10,000. He replied that he had never seen 
his plan. 

It is proper to say that the honorable Secretary in the course of the 
conversation described a boat similar to that described by Captain 
Maury in all essential particulars. The plan of Captain Maury was then 
briefly described to him. It was not considered to be out of place to 
assure the Secretary that Virginia was ready to exert her utmost ener¬ 
gies to make successful the general cause, and that in the very case of 
the contemplated flotilla it was believed that the Government at Wash¬ 
ington, in order to make successful resistance to its combined attack, 
would find itself compelled to concentrate its Navy within our waters, 
thereby forcing it to abandon its expeditions along the sea-coasfc and 
in a great measure to raise the blockade; that the State could not but 
feel the deepest interest in whatever would enable her to repel hostile 
invasion of her territory, either by land or water; that the building of 
such a flotilla as was contemplated during tlie winter and putting it 
afloat in early spring would most probably save from devastation and 
plunder the fertile, productive, and extensive region lying between the 
Potomac and York Rivers as high up as our defenses on the Potomac 
River, which country was difficult to defend against mpauding parties 
except through defenses afloat, and that the saving which would accrue 
in the preservation of property would be almost in excess of any esti¬ 
mate that could be placed upon it. In the preservation from the abduc¬ 
tion of slaves alone the expenses of any such flotilla would be vastly 
’ more than indemnified; that independent of considerations of mere prop¬ 
erty, the fact that a single miserable steamer, bought up at the docks ot 
New York by the Washington Government, with a few guns placed upon 
27 R R—VOL LI, PT II 
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her deck, should be permitted to block up our rivers, could not be other¬ 
wise than galling to the public sensibilities. The honorable Secretary 
yielded ready assent to the views above expressed, and reiterated the 
assurance that the chief, if not the only, impediment which could exist 
would be in the procuring steam engines, and expressed the hope that 
that might be removed at an early period. 

The assurances and explanations thus given by the Secretary of the 
Navy have happily relieved the committee from the necessity of recom- 
mciiding to the convention and the convention from adopting any 
measures of the character proposed on the responsibility of the State. 
It could have in no event accomplished anything desirable without the 
cordial co-operation of the Confederate Government in the furnishing 
of officers and guns, and most probably seamen and marines, and it is 
a source of high gratification to the committee that the necessities of 
the case have been so decidedly and promptly responded to by the 
Secretary in charge of the Navy Department. The committee, therefore, 
fulfills its whole duty by recommending to the Confederate Govern¬ 
ment the plan recommended by Captain Maury, who has proven his 
devotion to the interests of his native State in more ways than one, 
and woven a proud chaplet around her brow by having won a name all 
over the world which reflects new luster on the name of Virginia. The 
committee would be highly gratified, as it has no doubt would be this 
convention, if Captain Maury should be assigned to the duty, with such 
assistants as might be approved by the Government, of superintending 
the construction and equipment and finally of commanding the flotilla 
when prepared for service. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN TYLER, 

Ghairman. 


[Inclosure Xo. 2.] 


FuEDERiCKSBtTEG-, October 22^ 1861. 

William Ballard Preston, 

Near Ghristiansburg^ Montgomery County^ Ya.: 

My Dear Sir : It is evidently no part of the jdan of the Administra¬ 
tion to have a navy at present or even to encourage one. I do not 
intend to challenge the wisdom of this policy on the part of the Con¬ 
federate authorities, neither do I wish to pass upon it one way or the 
other j but I do wish to urge upon you and to impress upon you the 
importance—^nay, the vital necessity—to our State of a navy upon our 
own waters sufficient to make her the mistress of them. To build up 
such a navy is perfectly within her power, and she has the ability to 
do it in a little while. If I can show that she can do this with a sum 
not greatly exceeding, if equaling, the cost of one of the first-class 
steamers of the enemy ; if I can show that the force thus created will 
be sufficient to clear him out of the Chesapeake and its waters, to cut 
off his communications with Fort Monroe, to liberate the people of 
Maryland and give that State a voice, will you not go for it in conven¬ 
tion and assist me there with might and main*? I know you will. Then 
give me, I pray ypu, your attention while I develop the plan. Let it 
be agreed that if you discover any defect in it, or any want of sequence 
in the chain of facts, principles, and arguments which 1 am about to 
invoke in support of it, then you shall not give it further thought; but, 
on the other hand, let it be also understood that if you caii neither* 
gainsay facts nor try conclusions, then and in that case you will in 
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your place advocate it with all the earnestness and zeal with which you 
are wont to press measures upon which your heart is set. 

First, then, let it be understood that this little Virginia navy is not 
intended for the high seas, but only for the smooth and tranquil waters 
of our own bays, creeks, and rivers; that it is no part of the plan for it 
to cruise outside of the capes or even to keep the open bay in rough 
weather. These conditions will be fulfilled if we can make the vessels 
of this navy sufficiently strong for smooth-water navigation and suffi¬ 
ciently stout to bear the armament we wish to put upon them. Thus 
you observe that, as far as I have yet developed my plan, a compara¬ 
tively inexpensive class of vessels will satisfy all the conditions of the 
problem before us. Permit me to make another step on the ladder of 
navy postulates up which I am endeavoring to lead you. It is a self- 
evident proposition that a rifled cannon will send as far and hit as 
hard when fired from the smallest boat as it will when fired from the 
largest ship; whence follows this corollary which brings us up to 
another round on the ladder: 

Any number of rifled cannon distributed among a given number of 
small vessels, having strength and stability sufficient to carry each its 
piece and bear its discharge, will be at least as effective in a sea fight as 
the same guns would be if all were carried by one large vessel. Indeed, 
a fight between the large vessel on one side and the small ones on the 
other, each side bringing into play gun for gun of the same metal, the 
advantage would be on the side of the small vessels, and for these 
reasons: 1. The large vessel is easier to hit. 2, She is as vital as the 
small ones; indeed, more so, for experiments have shown that a modern 
shell loaded and lodged in the side of a seventy-four is capable of rend¬ 
ing and tearing her in such a manner as to make it impossible for her to 
keep the sea and live. The French experiments and others have shown 
this to be so. 3. The bulwarks of small vessels, like those proposed, 
are, on the other hand, so thin and trail that they would scarce afford 
lodgment for a heavy shell. In case they were struck by one of these 
missiles it would pass through and through. Failing to explode in her 
side, it would do no more damage than a solid shot. Thus the small 
vessel may rob the shells from the large one of their sting, making 
them practically no more destructive than solid shot. And so one of 
our ffail-sided little vessels may fight one of Lincoln’s leviathans with 
shot or shell, as she likes, while she can be fought back practically 
only with solid shot or unexploded shells, their equivalent. 4. The 
small vessel having but one or two guns, and they in the open air, is 
not bothered by the smoke; she can take aim as fast as the men can 
load. But in the large ship, with the guns between decks and a great 
many of them, the smoke, after the first broadside or two, becomes so 
thick as to obstruct the sight and prevent anything like aim; there¬ 
fore in a brisk action the small vessel may always fire with aim, which 
wind, weather, and other circumstances often prevent the large ship 
from doing; consequently the little vessel may always fight with her 
eyes open, while the other is occasionally blinded. 5. When a large 
ship is attacked by a number of small ones, her crew is grouped into a 
small space; theirs are dispersed around in small groups over a large 
space; consequently one shot fired into the large vessel may kill many 
more men than one shot fired into a small one can do. 6, Moreover, a-s 
in sea fights more men are killed and wounded by splinters than by 
cannon-balls, and as a large ship will yield more splinters ftom her 
thick sides than one of the proposed frail vessels for smooth water will 
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from her slender sides, it follows that the small vessels are, gun for gun, 
capable of greater execution than the large ones. 

By these six self-evident propositions it is made plain that small ves¬ 
sels armed, in smooth water, with rifled cannon throwing shells, are, 
gun for gun, superior to large vessels^ in other words, the true naval 
doctrine for these times is, as you have often heard me say, “big guns 
and little ships”—an idea which I have for years been seeking to impress 
upon the Navy Department of the old, corrupt, and rotten concern 
yonder in Washington. Still further to impress you with just concep¬ 
tions as to the power of a few guns in the open air when acting sepa¬ 
rately or in pairs against many guns in a large ship, let us suppose 
one of the enemy’s heaviest frigates to be during the winter frozen up 
in the Potomac, and that wliile so frozen Walker were to attack her 
with his battery, mounted on runners and maneuvered on the ice, 
notwithstanding the difference in caliber and number of guns, and which 
would all be on the frigate’s side, the chances are that she would be 
compelled to strike to such a force. One gun on the open beach has 
been known to whip a frigate. The reason is plain. The frigate, to 
damage her assailants on the ice, would have to strike gun after gun 
or the crew, which at long rifle range would be a very difficult matter, 
because of the smallness of the target they would present, whereas she, 
with her large proportions, would be struck almost by every shot. So, 
if you imagine Lincoln’s whole fleet to be thus fettered, you can readily 
conceive it would not take many of our six-gun batteries of flying 
artillery many days to “ pepper the whole of them well,” and riddle 
them, too. But, unfortunately for us, you will say there is no chance of 
any such freezing up. True. But, fortunately for us, I rejoin, we can, 
with the aid of steam and the facilities of our smooth waters, bring into 
play a far more effective species of flying artillery than Walker’s bat¬ 
tery would be on runners and the ice or than any that has ever been 
seen on land or sea. 

Of such I propose to construct a navy for the Chesapeake. In a few 
words, it consists of rifled cannon of the largest caliber, mounted on 
launches propelled by steam, and floating just high enough to keep the 
water out. These launches are intended- really to be nothing but float¬ 
ing gun carriages. They should have no accommodations for cooking 
or sleeping. When cruising, officers and men should shift and fare just 
as they do in any other “boat service.” When not cruising, they should 
cook and live in huts or tents on shore, taking care to place their 
launches under the protection of our shore batteries, or in some other 
places of safety, with a watch on board. By this arrangement we 
secure facility of construction, rapidity in equipment, economy in outfit, 
and efficiency in battle. The cost of 100 such launches, including arma¬ 
ment, engine, and machinery, will, I estimate, be about $10,000 each. 
The enemy’s Niagara cost over $1,000,000. 

Each launch should carry two guns, pivot mounted, one forward, the 
other aft. None of them should be calculated to keep the sea for more 
than two or three days at a time. They should draw five or six feet, 
and with armament, crew, engines, and fuel aboard, with steam up, 
should not be more than about two feet above the water. Thus with 
about twenty feet beam any one would present a target end of some¬ 
thing like forty square feet, which at the distance of a mile and a half 
or two miles (good rifled-cannon range) would be bard to hit. Practi¬ 
cally such launches would be almost shot-proof, for the men, except 
when loading, could lie down in the bottom of their boats and be below 
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tbe water line, thns securing to that extent the protection of an armor 
far more complete than that in which any steel-clad ship can iucase 
herself. In England they are building steel-clad frigates at a cost of 
$2,600,000 each. Such is the difference between steam frigates for all 
seas and weather and steam launches for gentle waters and smooth 
weather. 

Now, if I be right in my calculations, we can for a sum not exceed¬ 
ing the cost of one of these new-fashioned men-of-war, with her ten or a 
dozen guns, build, put afloat, equip, man, and maintain in our own 
waters a fleet of 200 guns. The Niagara, costing near a million and a 
half, mounts but ten guns. If we set promptly and energetically to 
work, we may, by the opening of the next campaign, have this little 
but powerful navy ready for action. Suppose these launches to be 
fleet-footed—^tbey ought to have speed—and that ten of them, choosing 
their opportunity, should attack the Niagara, taking their position at 
long but good rifled-cannon range. She has not a gun that will carry 
that far, for few of Lincoln’s ships have rifled cannon, and those that 
have them have only a few pieces. Broadside on, the Niagara would 
present a targ'et of not less than 10,000 square feet against one of only 
forty by each launch. The contest would be most unequal, and the 
chances in favor of the launches would be as 250 to 1, for that is the mul¬ 
tiple by which the target of the frigate exceeds the target of the launches. 
The Potomac squadron of the enemy would find in a fleet of 100 such 
launches a perfect hornet’s nest. 

You recollect as bearing me out in this position the exploit a few weeks 
ago of a little bit of a steam-tug called the Harmony. Mainly by way 
of exjieriment a rifled 32-pounder was put on board. With it she went 
down from hlorfolk and took up her position at the distance of two miles 
and a quarter from the Savannah, and then she fired for hours at that 
ship, dismouuting, I am told, her big gun and striking her several times, 
but receiving no damage whatever in return. Now, with a little train¬ 
ing and practice, how much more effective might we not expect her fir¬ 
ing to become? Suppose the convention, as soon as it meets, were to 
authorize the building of these launches. The ship-carpenters of 
Mathews and Gloucester and other counties would build them in a little 
while. Most of them are serving with the active volunteers, but would, 

I am told, willingly exchange for these launches, and work on them at 
half the old navy-yard rates. Green timber will answer for thei^ though 
there is no lack of seasoned already cut and dried by the 1 ankees. 
These boats may be built almost at any point on the James, York, Kap- 
nahannock, &c., that is sufficiently jirotected by our batteries. In the 
war of 1812 we built a ship on the Lakes in sixty days. Surely we can 
improvise launches here now as quickly as we did ships there then. 

Imagine this fleet of 100 propellers coming out by prior arrangement 
some mild day next spring, and the Potomac being as smooth as a miU- 
pond, going up to clear that river out. The enemy might be taken bj 
rarprise • id; any rate, the larger his ships there the better, for there can 
Ko ?easmiSTe doubt as to what the result would be, for he could not 
get away. From Willoughby’s Point to Fortress Monroe is exactly two 

miles and a half. This is within effective of Sed 

that while we are getting our launches made a heavy battery ot 
pieces be quietly erected on that spit. From it to the Eipraps As¬ 
sure i^a mile and a half. Tlie man-of-war anchorage is between there 
and Fortress Monroe. The guns of the Willoughby’s Point battery could 
drive out the ships sheltered there aud force them where we could reach 
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them with our launches, to which they must strike or from which they 
must flee. This would make us masters of the Chesapeake. The prizes 
taken from the enemy in the meantime would in rough weather take up 
their position as guard-ships- between the capes, while the launches 
would seek shelter in the neighboring coves to resist the entrance of 
any re-enforcements, and thus Fortress Monroe would be ours. In the 
meantime the way over into Maryland would be opened, and Baltimore, 
with all her resources, would be available to us. 

If these steam-launches are to be so effective, why, it may be asked, 
could not the enemy meet us launch for launch The answer i s, let the 
State instead of the Confederacy undertake them. Being a State affair, 
the enemy will not pay much attention to them. He will not know that 
we intended to bring them against him until th ey make their appearance. 
Then, having lost control of the Chesapeake, he will have to build his 
at the North. This will take time; and, moreover, he must have them 
stout enough to keei) the sea. They must also be provided with accom¬ 
modations for officers and men. They will present, therefore, larger 
targets than we will; consequently the advantage, even when they do 
make their appearance, will still be on our side. In the meantime Old 
Point wih have fallen, and the Norfolk Navy-Yard, as well as Baltimore, 
will have been brought into play. This plan may fail, it is true. The 
best-arranged military and naval expeditions are liable to failure. But 
I am not entirely unknown, and upon the success of this enterprise I 
am willing to risk life, reputation, everything that is dear. 

It is no small matter for a military man to be required to take up his 
plans before non-professional men, dissect them step by step, and show 
to the satisfaction of ^^costive” legislators that each step is to be made 
upon firm and sure ground, and no mistake, as I am persuaded you will 
admit that in this case has been done. But to say the least in its favor, 
all must admit that the plan looks well; that the chances of success 
are promising; that the ends to be reached are momentous; that the 
expense in comparison to the value of the results is insignificant, and 
that it is worth the trial. Therefore I need not add another word except 
to ask if I have not made out my case to your satisfaction. If we wait 
for the legislature to make the appropriation we lose precious time. If 
the convention will vote the money it will become available juvSt about 
the time our Army is going into winter quarters. Thus, with the least 
detriment to that arm of the public service, we may withdraw from it 
the ship-carpenters, the engine-builders, the iron-founders, and the 
whole retinue of artisans concerned in the preparation of such a fleet, 
employ them upon this work, and push it through, really almost with¬ 
out cost; for if they are wintered in the Army, we, having to incur 
the expense of pay and subsistence, will then be without anything to 
show for it in the spring but men-at-arms. These same men may build 
this fleet during the winter, and in the spring join their regiments 
refreshed by the labor. 

There is another consideration which admonishes us to be quick. If 
with that Gibraltar of ours in the hands of the enemy he were to invite 
us to treat and offer terms, they would not only be in the tone of inso¬ 
lence, but they would be exacting in proportion to the importance—aye, 
the absolute and vital necessity—of Fortress Monroe to Virginia. Mil¬ 
lions would be demanded for it, and without it the war would have to 
be continued. There is yet another reason for dispatch. The folly of 
the North bids fair to involve that section in a war with England. If 
that power, becoming a belligerent, were to find that fortress in the 
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Lauds of Lincoln, Great Britain, might wrest it from him. In that 
event John Bull, who never lets go a stronghold without a considera¬ 
tion, might cling to it with a tenacity that would give us trouble. 
There is danger in delay and great need of prompt action. It is proper 
for you to know that the attention of the Governor has been called to 
the subject. He will, I hope, bring it before the convention. If so, I 
trust he will receive a hearty and earnest co-operation from you 
your friends. 

Yery truly, yours, 

M. B. MAUEY, 
Confederate Havy. 

Y. B.—^You will understand that in this letter I am treating of the 
policy to be pursued for a navy only for the waters of the Chesapeake, 
for the present and until we can get the control of them. I have no 
reference to the permanent navy policy we ought to pursue. 

[Inclosure No. 3.] 


Gloucester Point Battery, 

November 22^ 1861, 

I have read with deep interest Oapt. M. F. Maury’s idan for making 
the waters of Virginia ^^too hot” for the Yankee Navy, and sanguinely 
hope that its practicability, of which I entertain no doubt, may com¬ 
mend it to the favorable consideration of the convention. The effect of 
such a formidable fleet of boats when operating against the enemy 
would be powerful. To disperse it would require the force of nearly 
his whole Kavy, and if dispersed it would have the numerous inlets of 
shoal water, with which the State is pierced, into which to seek for 
shelter, independent of her batteries to back it. It would compel the 
enemy to convoy his transports into Chesapeake Bay with a strong 
squadron or abandon its navigation, and I can’t conceive such a convoy 
effectual wlien attacked at 100 points. The caliber and range of our 
guns being* quite equal to those of the enemy, and our boats presenting 
such comparatively diminutive objects, would give us an incalculable 
advantage, and when attacked on all sides a frigate would find such a 
'^hornet’s nest,” a predicament from which she would escape if she could. 
On York Kiver.and its tributaries we have the material for building of 
the best quality and in great abundance, where, under the protection of 
the batteries at this point and on the Yorktown side, construction may 
be carried on in perfect security. The same may be said of other rivers. 
I trust that this gallinipper” fleet may commend itself to the favorable 
consideration of the convention. It will, I confidently believe, drive the 
vandals out of the waters of Yirgiiiia and force the Lincoln Government 
to seek some more difficult channel through which to sustain the horde 
of hirelings by whom it is now protected. Whatever may be done should 
be done quickly. 

Kespectfully, &C .5 

TH. J. PAGE, 

Commander^ Commanding Battery at Gloucester Point, 


P. S. —Suppose a fleet of twenty of these boats hi the harbor of Port 
Eoyal at the time of the late attack from the enemy, can any one fail 
to i)erceive that the result would have been vastly different. 

T. J. P. 
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Executive Department, 

December 20,1861. 

Hon, J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of War: 

Sir : I received last night the inclosed letter from General F. H. 
Smith, superintendent of the Virginia Military Institute, and transmit 
to you for your consideration, in the hope that you will find it consistent 
to grant the request therein preferred. It is a matter of great impor¬ 
tance to the institute. 

I am, truly, JOHN LETCHEE. 

[Incloaure.] 

Headquarters ViRaiNiA Military Institute, 

December 19^ 1861. 

His Excellency John Letcher, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Goyernor: You are aware that the Board of Visitors of this insti¬ 
tution, in response to the public demand, and acting under the expressed 
wishes of the President of the Confederate States, have directed the 
reopening of the school on the 1st of January next. On that day it will 
be reopened with 250 cadets. In making the necessary preliminary 
arrangements for supplies, I find great difficulty in securing the trans¬ 
portation of groceries, from the fact that the Confederate Government, 
very properly, has the iireference for its own supplies. In view of these 
difficulties, and of the importance of the continued operation'of the 
Military Institute to the military defenses of our common country, I 
respectfully request that you will solicit from the War Department au 
order upon the commissary at Staunton to supifiy me, upon requisition, 
such an amount of groceries, at cost for cash, as may be required for 
the conduct of the school, and upon like terms as sucb supplies are 
now issued to officers. I would add that besides the general benefit 
which the Confederate Government is receiving from the Military 
Institute, there is at this time the special one of a cartridge laboratory, 
with forty operatives, making some 10,000 cartridges per day, and the 
order which I have requested will facilitate this important branch of 
the Ordnance Department of the Confederate States. 1 will also take 
this occasion to say that in reopening the Military Institute, during 
the pendency of the war, the great purposes of the school may he 
much promoted by some arrangement with the Confederate Govern¬ 
ment by which a board of examiners may be detailed by the War 
Department to attend each annual examination, and select from the 
graduating class such cadets as in the judgment of the board may be 
found worthy to be recommended to the President for the commission 
of brevet second lieutenants in the various corps of the Army. Such 
an arrangement will not only i)rovide the Army with a select number 
of educated young officers to the extent that may be demanded, but 
will operate as a most salutary stimulus to the industry and order of 
the cadets. I ask no exclusive privilege for the Military Institute, and 
suggest this as one of'the ways in which the largest and most efficient 
military school of the South may be made most effective for the public 
service. I do not know what legislation, if any, may bo necessary 
should this suggestion meet with favor with the President, but his 
intimate acquaintance with the subject, in all its hearings, will enable 
him to point out the best mode of carrying out the plan, 

I remain, Governor, very respectfully, 

PBANGIS H. SMITH, 

Major-Qmieral and Sujperinte7ident Virginia Military Institute. 
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General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant- General: 


Yorktown, December 20, 1861. 


Sir : The works here have progressed rapidly. 1 have taken guns 
from Avhere they were not so much needed and mounted them at Tork- 
town. I have so posted them by traverses and the men by bomb-proof 
that I feel confident of a successful defense if attacked. Particulars 
by mail. 




J. B. MAGEUDBR, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Department of Forth Carolina, 

Goldsborough, December 20, 1861. 
His Excellency Henry T. Clark, 

Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N, 0.; 

Governor: On my return from Wilmington last night I found your 
letters of the 16th and 18th instant, both relating to the defenses of 
Koanoke Island. I am also in receipt of a letter from Colonel Shaw 
on the same subject. It is to be regretted that General Hill should 
have been removed just as he was about placing that post in a proper 
state for defense. You are aware that it is improper for me to give my 
undivided attention to any point of the coast to the neglect of the 
remainder. An absence for a few days from my headquarters causes a 
large accumulation of papers requiring replies, hence it becomes neces¬ 
sary to transact the business of this department in writing, and the 
commanders of districts and posts must be intrusted with carrying 
out the details. The necessary orders will be given at once to place 
Roanoke Island in a proper state for defense, and an engineer sent to 
superintend the works. I have given orders for the blocking up of a 
l)art of Croatan Sound, and I presume the work is now going on, as 
the pile-driver had been received last week. I have on more than one 
occasion directed Major Sawyer to throw in a sufficient supply of pro¬ 
visions to last that post thirty days, and as he has no other duty to 
perform* if he does not do so it cannot be for want of time. Colonel 
Shaw has also been instructed on the point. I beg to draw attention 
to the half-armed state of Colonel Jordan’s regiment, and suggest that 
arms be sent to replace the home rifles and shotguns. I am told that 
two companies of the Second Regiment, formerly of the First, were 
discharged in Virginia, where they left their arms. In ad^tion, there 
must be among our volunteer regiments serving in the vicinity of For- 
folk a large number of arms left by deceased and discharged soldiers. 
From these two sources it is probable that arms for several companies 
could be obtained. Can you not order these arms to be sent immedi¬ 
ately to the Thirty-first Regiment? In the meantime, in order to give 
some efficiency to the guns in use, I request that the State ordnance 
officer be directed to send at once, by special messenger, a supi)ly of 
buckshot and powder; also small percussion caps for the Thirty-first. 
The ball cartridges and musket caps cannot be used in their guns. I 
must again urge the sending forward of troops to Hyde County. The 
force there is not sufficient, and it is very desirable to replace four of 
the companies now there, two to go to Roanoke Island and the others 
to rejoin their regiment at Sheppardsville. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. 0. CxATLIIir, 

U 1 Brigadier- General, Oomnumding. 
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Special Oeders, ) Adjt. and Insp. Gbneral^s Office, 

ISTo. 272. ) Richmond^ December 21^ 1861, 

# * * * * # # 

XT. Tlie Wise Legion, Ool. J. Lucius Davis commanding, will imme¬ 
diately proceed to liichmond, Va., and report for duty to General J. H, 
Winder, commanding the Department of Henrico. 

# .* * * # # # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[5. ] Assistant Adjxitant- General, 


Headquaetees Department of Norfolk, 

Norfolk^ Ya,^ December 23^ 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

SiE: I have just been informed an order has been or is to be issued 
relieving three of the naval officers commanding batteries in this depart¬ 
ment, viz, Commander E. F. Pinckney and Lieutenants Maury and 
Carter. Commander Pinckney has charge of Fort Norfolk, and is also 
inspector and provider of all the batteries. Lieutenant Maury com¬ 
mands the very important battery at SewelPs Point, and Lieutenant 
Carter that at Pig Point. These two batteries are within rifle gun¬ 
shot of the enemy. I have no officers of experience in artillery to 
replace them, and the batteries will be totally inefficient without them. 
You might better take away the guns. I hope you will consider this 
mbject. I have just notified you that I have got released three naval 
fficers who were prisoners with the enemy, and expect soon to get others. 

beg they may be substituted for the officers named above, who are 
bsolutely necessary for the defense of this place. I must not be respon- 
ible for the service of these batteries if these officers are removed. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. HUGEE, 

[4.J . Major-General^ Commanding, 


War Department, G. S. A., 
Richmond^ December 25, 1861, 

daj. Gen. B. HuaER, 

fforfolk: 

Sir: Congress has passed a law authorizing the President to appoint 
to temporary rank in the Army officers of the Navy serving with troops 
ashore without prejudice to their rank or position in the Navy. I have, 
therefore, the honor to request that you send me a list of the naval 
officers in the department under your command that are now command¬ 
ing batteries or posts, Avith a suggestion of the proper rank that ought 
to be assigned to each in proportion to his rank in the Navy and the 
importance of the command to which you have assigned him. I am 
happy to inform you that Mr. Mallory has, on representation made to 
him, withdrawn his request for the removal of the naval officers now in 
command of the batteries. Captain Buchanan has kindly aided in 
having Mr. Mallory’s request withdrawn. The naval officers in your 
command will no doubt be good enough to forward through you their 
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resignation of tlie appointment of second lieutenant in the regular Army, 
which I sent to them before this new law, as their position will be more 
satisfactory to them under the regulation now made. 

• Your obedient servant, 

J. P. BENJAMIN-, 

[*!.] Secret ary of War. 


Dtiblin, December 

Hon. J. P. BBN.TAMIN, 

Secretary of War: 

Transportation has been procured for one regiment, which is gone. 
The others will start as fast as transportation can be gotten. I will go 
the moment arrangements are completed, and these 1 am forwarding 
with all possible disi^atch. 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 

[5.J Brigadier-General^ 0. S, Army, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 277, ) BicJimond^ December 28^ 1861. 

# # * * Hi: # * 

XI. Capt. P. Woolfolk, jr., with his company Virginia artillery, with 
its battery, will immediately inoceed to Manassas, Va., and report for 
duty to General J. E. Johnston, commanding. 

# * # # # * 

XY. The Fourteenth Regiment Alabama Volunteers, under Colonel 
Judge, will proceed at once to Richmond, Va., and report for duty to 
General J. H. Winder, commanding. 

Bv command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters District of Lower Rappahannock, 

Tajgpahannoch^ December 28^ 1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, G. S. Ar^ny, BicJmond, Va,: 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Special 
Orders, No. 200, from General Holmes’ headquarters, predicated upon 
instructions from the War Department, relieving me from command of 
the troops in the NTorthern Neck. The force thus left on this side oi 
the river in the counties of Middlesex and Essex under my orders con¬ 
sists of eight companies of infantry and one of cavalry and a handful 
of militia, the whole not amounting to a regiment. Colonel Mallory, 
commanding the Fifty-fifth Virginia Volunteers, is a most efficient and 
energetic officer, and not being able to see the necessity of two colonels 
to a command less than a regiment, I respectfully ask to be relieved 
from duty at this point and be assigned to any post that the Depart¬ 
ment may think me competent to fill. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

G. L. PiOJtxJiili, 
Colonel, Provisional Army, G. P. 
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[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Brooke’s Station, 

December 31^ 1861. «. 

Colonel Pickett lias managed his command on both sides of the Eap- 
pahaunock admirably well. He has organized and distributed the 
small force at his disposal in tbe most judicious and effective manner, 
but being junior to all the colonels I had no option but to relieve him 
of a part of his command on the arrival of Colonel Brockenbrougli 
at his present post in the lower Ii5rortheru Neck, where the two rivers 
are close to each other, and the original status would have produced a 
conflict of authority. 

Eespectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General. 

T. H. HOLMES, 

Major-General^ Commanding District. 

[Second indorsement.] 

January 4,1862. 

Eespectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

Colonel Pickett has the temporary appointment of colonel for the 
purpose of commanding on the Eappahannock. As he has been super¬ 
seded in that command, it is possible he may be usefully employed 
elsewhere, 

S. OOOPEE, 

[5.] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, op Northern Yirg-inta, 

No. 98. ) December 30, 1861. 

The troops are reminded that the Pifty-seventh Article of War makes 
punishable with death the giving intelligence to the enemy, directly or 
indirectly. Any letter intended for publication, or even not guarded 
against publication, falls within the law, if it contains the sort of infor¬ 
mation that the enemy would purchase with money or by armed recon¬ 
naissance—such as position of guards, distribution of corps, character 
of works, state of material, or numbers, or plans of movement. The 
general commanding prefers, however, to appeal beyond the law to the 
patriotism of the army against the mischievous tendency and treason¬ 
able effect of such reckless writings. Eeserve in correspondence may 
be a sacrifice, but if we are not ready to make sacrifices on all points 
we shall not deserve the great success for which we are contending. 
Professional correspondents of newspapers will be absolutely excluded 
from our camps, as it is notorious that the enemy have beeii habitoaily 
arriving at valuable information through their indiscretions. 

By command of General Johnston; 

THOS. G. EHETT, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eiohmond, Decemb(n^ 30, 1861. 

Lieut. Ool. W. E. Peters, 

Dublin Depot, Va.: 

When General J. B. Floyd left here it was arranged that he would 
order the Forty-fifth Virginia Eegiment to Greenbrier County to give 
protection to the inhabitants in that section. If he has substituted 
another regiment for that service, and has ordered the Forty-fifth to 
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Bowling G-reen, you will conform your movements to this order; other¬ 
wise your regiment will proceed immediately to Lewisburg, as originaUy 
arranged, 

S. COOPEE, 

, Adjutant and Insjpector General. 




General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Kanawha, 

^o. —. ) Cawij) near Duhlin Depot, December —, 1861. 

Soldiers of the Army of the Kanawha: 


The campaign in the western pox’tion of this State is now, as far as 
you are concerned, ended. At its close you can review it with pride 
and satisfaction. You first encountered the enemy five months since, 
on his unobstructed march into the interior of the State. From that 
time until recalled from the field you were engaged in perpetual war¬ 
fare with. him. Hard contested battles and skirmishes were matters ot 
almost daily occurrence. Kor is it to be forgotten that laborious and 
arduous marches by day and by night were necessary, not only as 
furnishing you the opportunity of fighting these, but of baffling the 
foe at different points upon his march of invasion. And it is a fact 
which entitles you to the warm congratulations of your general, and to 
the thanks and gratitude of your country, that in the midst of the 
trying scenes through which you have passed you have proved your¬ 
selves men and patriots, who, undaunted by superior numbers, have 
engaged the foe, beaten him in the field, and baffled and frusti’ated him 
in his plans to surprise you. On all occasions, under all circumstances, 
your patriotism aiid courage have never failed nor forsaken you. With 
inadequate transportation, often illy clad, and with less than a full 
allowance of provisions, no private has ever uttered a complaint to his 
general. This fact was grateful to his feelings, and if your hardships 
have not been removed or alleviated by him, it has been because of his 
inability to do so. But your exemplary and patriotic conduct has not 
passed unobserved and unappreciated by the Government in whose 
cause we are all enlisted. It is an acknowledged fact that you have 
made fewer claims' and imposed less trouble upon it than any army in 
the field, content to dare and to do as became true soldiers and patriots 
with the means at your command. Kow, at the close of your laborious 
and eventful campaign, when you may have looked forward to a season 
of rest, your country has bestowed upon you the distinguished compli¬ 
ment of calling you to another field of action. That you will freely 
j respond to this c^l your past services, so cheerfully rendered, furnish 
‘ the amplest assurance, Kentucky in her hour of peril appeals to Vir¬ 
ginia, her mother, and to her sisters for succor. This appeal is not 
unheeded by their gallant sons. The foot of the oppressor is upon her. 
Trusting in the cause of justice we go to her relief, and with the help of 
Him who is its author we will do our part in hurling back and chastis¬ 
ing the oppressor who is desecrating her soil. Soldiers, your country, 
your friends whom you leave behind you, will expect you in your new 
field of labor to do your duty. Eemember that the eyes of the country 
are upon you, and that upon your action in part depends the result of 
the greatest struggle the world ever saw, involving not only your free¬ 
dom, your property, and your lives, but the fate of political liberty 
everywhere. Eemembering this, and relying upon Him who controls 
the destinies of nations as of individuals, you need not fear the result. 


By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: 


H. B. DAVIDSON, 


[5.1 


Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Eort Caswell, If. 0., Jmv/ary 1 , 186Z 

Capt. E. B. Heath, 

Assistmit Adj%ita7it-General: 

SiE: In obedience to Special Orders, Ho. 158, from the headquarters 
District of the Cai^e Bear, I have assumed command of Fort Caswell, 
H. C., and relieved Lieutenant-Colonel Faison, Twentieth North Caro¬ 
lina Volunteers, from duty at this post. I have made as thorough 
an examination as the circumstances allow into the burning of the 
light-boat [on] Fryingpan Shoals, and beg leave to report that the 
fire was discovered at about 2.15 a. m. by the sentinel opposite to her. 
The fire must have been built up in the hold or cabin of the vessel, and 
when discovered had made too much progress to admit tlie hope of 
saving the boat, and the commanding officer determined to sink her. 
He caused five shots from a smooth-bore 8-inch columbiad to fire into 
her, four taking effect near the water-line, from the effects of which 
she gradually sank, but the water being shoal there was still wood-work 
enough left above the water to cause her to burn the day of the 31st 
and part of the same night. By day of the 1st of January she ceased 
to burn and had drifted from 400 to 600 yards up the stream, and there 
lies at present. In her present position she is of no use in obstructing 
the channel. No information can be had of the manner and by whom 
she was set on fire, but judging from a light being seen proceeding 
toward the blockading vessel, and rockets being thrown up, I concluded 
she must have been fired by a boat party sent from the blockading ves¬ 
sel with muffled oars. From what I learn the night was dark and con¬ 
siderable noise made by the surf, and a small boat with muffled oars 
could have reached the light-boat, fired her, and gone oft’ without 
being discovered. A small boat in coming to the Fryingpan Shoals 
need not have approached the beach at any time closer than the light- 
boat, and by standing directly in the chances of her being seen or 
heard by the pickets were greatly diminished. The picket on the 
beach has been increased. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. A. BEOWN, 

[4,] Colo7ielj Frovisioiial Army^ G, ;S., Gommandmg Post, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, op Northern Viroinia, 

No. 2. 3 January 6’, 1862. 

In accordance with instructions of the Secretary of War, whenever 
supplies are needed by the commissary or quartermaster’s department 
of this army, and persons holding such supplies refuse to sell, or ask 
exorbitant prices for the same, commissioned officers of each of these 
departments will, under the immediate orders of their chiefs, impress 
such supplies, paying a fair market value for them in Confederate 
money. 

By command of General Johnston: 

THOS. G. EHETT, 

[5.] Assistant Adjuta^it- General. 


Adjutant-General’s Office, 
Richmond^ Fh., January 3. 1862. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of Confederate States of America: 

Sir: The inclosed circular was sent to this office by General Magru- 
der a day or two since and forwarded as addressed. The Governor has 
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instructed me to forward a copy to you and inquire if it is approved by 
tlie President. If not, be presumes that General Magruder will receive 
orders in regard to this call from you. You may recollect that on the 
7th of December last the Governor received a dispatch from that ofdcer 
stating that he had received reliable information that the enemy would 
attack Torktown within a week with 40,000 men, and requesting author¬ 
ity to call out a large force of militia. This authority was given by 
telegraph on the morning of the 9th of December, but at a later hour of 
the same day, after a conference with you. General Magruder was tele¬ 
graphed that “the President will do what may be done in regard to 
your dispatch of the 7th, but does not deem it expedient to call out the 
militia to the extent required.” Nothing further was heard from Gen¬ 
eral Magruder until the inclosed circulars* were received on the 1st 
instant. The regiments in this immediate vicinity have been ordered 
to meet for muster and inspection, a measure preliminary to the call 
into active service. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. EIOHAEDSOH, 

• Adjutant-General. 

[Inclosiire.] 

CiRCULAE.] HEADQUAETEES AEMY OF THE PENINSULA, 

YorMown^ Deeemher 24^ 1861. 

I have just received authority from the Governor of Virginia to call 
out the militia of the State. In virtue of this authority I hereby direct 
that you cause the militia of your military district to assemble without 
delay in companies at some suitable place within your district to be 
named by you, and after a careful muster and inspection of them that 
you will report by letter to OoL Benjamin S. Ewell, commanding officer 
at Williamsburg, the number of officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
privates in your regiment ready for duty. You will also direct them 
to bring with them to said places of rendezvous in your district all the 
arms and ammunition they may have or can procure, and you will fur¬ 
nish in your report the following lists to Colonel Ewell: First, the 
number of men with or without arms; second, the number of men with 
arms and ammunition; third, the number of men with arms without 
ammunition; fourth, the number of men without arms. 

After having obtained by personal inspection the data on which to 
base this report you will dismiss your men, requiring them, however, to' 
hold themselves in readiness to march to Williamsburg at a moment’s 
warning. I would suggest further that you order the regiment to meet 
at least once a week for drill, inspection, and parade, so that when 
called upon to come suddenly they may be prepared. Each man must 
bring with him blankets, overcoats, warm winter clothing, good socks 
and shoes, knife and fork, a frying pan, coffee pot, and tin cup. I 
have abstained from exercising the authority given at this time to call 
out the militia, as 1 desired to take the citizens as little from home as 
possible. The country is, however, in dangei\ and the Peninsula threat¬ 
ened. I hope, therefore, each citizen will prepare himself at once for 
the field, and when the call does come, which may be any day, that he 
will be able to proceed to Williamsburg without delay. 

J. B. MAGEUDEE, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 

(Commanding officers of the militia regifnents in the counties of 
Chesterfield, Amelia, Powhatan, Prince Edward, l^ottoway, Dinwiddle, 


Only oue found inclosed. 
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Surry, Charlotte, Halifax, Mecklenburg, Prince George, S()ntbuin]>ton, 
Hanover, and Henrico, including Eichmond City, Bruna\vi<*k, Lunen. 
burg, Greenesville, Sussex, Cumberland, and Goochland.) 

[ 4 .] 


Horpolk, Ya., January .V, 1S6S, 

Hon. J. P, Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: 1 am on my way to make a reconnaissance of I^oanokc Island 
and other localities of my command. Hero this morning L have met 
Major [Lieutenant-Colonel] Williamson, from Eoanoke Lsland, vdio is 
bound to Eichmond with requisitions made by Colonel Shaw. He 
will explain the urgent need of steam pile-drivers to obstruct Oroatan 
and Koanokc Sounds. We have but one, and that is jmst sent, and 
is insufticient for piling some two miles of channels i!i any short time, 
whilst it is essential to have the work dom^ as soon as ])ossibla I ask 
for an order to purchase or employ at least three more pile-drivers. 
Colonel Williamson will also show you how delicient is the sup])ly of 
ammunition and munitions of war here. General Huger <;uts down 
Colonel Shaw^s requisitions not because they are unnecessary, but 
really because of the deticiency of powder herc^ Yet every day 
almost powder is wasted at the northern works around Norfolk in 
practice, enough to supply the outposts for battles. I beg that the 
requisitions may be more amply supplied irom some ipnirter. They 
are wholly wanting in fixed ammunition at the navy-yav<l for small 
field pieces and boat howitzers under 24-pounders. Koanoke Island 
is the very key of the rear defenses of Norfolk, and ought to have it« 
full supplies of every description. The loss of that position may cost 
us the loss of the uavy-yard and of Norfolk, or their (‘otmection with 
Eichmond. Norfolk and the navy-yard may well, then, supply Bonn- 
oke Island in order to save themselves. 

Very res])eetfuJly, your obedient wservant, 

HENRY A. WISE, 

[4.] Hrigadier- (Henerak 


JtlOHMONB, January />', tHe>2* 

Lieut. Col. W. E. Peters, 

JhthUn^ Ya.: 

Eemain with your regiment at Dublin until further orders. Should 
you have reliable information of the movement of the <uu*iny, as inti¬ 
mated in your dispatch to Secretary of War, you will advun<*4^ to <sheck 
him. 

S. COOPER, 

[5.] Adjutant and Imjmior iJnimtL 


Headquarters Department oe North (Uroeina, 

Goldahonniyhj tfammry .V, 

His Excellency Henry T. Clark, 

Governor of North Oarolma ; 

Governor: In reply to your letter of the 2d instant I have to 
request that the Thirty-fourth Regiment be directed to proceed to Wil¬ 
mington and report to General Anderson, as he thinks that tiiey can 
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be serviceable in tbeir miarmed state, and that the Thirty-third and 
Thirty-fiftb Eegiments be directed to report to General Branch at 'New 
Berne. The Tliirty-third are much wanted in Hyde County, and the 
force at New Berne ought to be immediately increased in consequence 
of the reported preparations to invade that section of the State. I 
have also to request that 10,000 pounds of cannon powder be sent to 
the ordnance officer at New Berne. It is so much needed that I can¬ 
not urge too strongly the necessity of sending whatever supply there 
may be on hand at once. It is sad to think of our deficiency of troops 
to repel invasion. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servarit, 

li, 0. GATLIN,^ 

[4.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of Northern Yiroinia, 

No. 3. ) Jannary 4, 1862. 

It has been reported to the general commanding that there are many 
persons within our lines who are in the habit of wearing the uniform 
and badges of commissioned officers who are not entitled thereto. 
Such persons are i)Ositively prohibited from wearing such marks of 
military rank or military dress of any kind, and will, if caught, be 
placed under guard and tried for the offiense by a military court. Offi¬ 
cers of all grades are called upon to assist in putting down such gross 
violations of all military usage, and in bringing to punishment those 
who, under a military garb, obtain and furnish through the newspapers 
and other channels information to our enemies which could not other¬ 


wise be obtained. 

By command of General Johnston: 
[5.] 


THOS. G. EHETT, 

A88i8ta,nt Adjutant-General. 


War Department, G. S. A., 
Richmond^ Va., January 1862. 

His Excellency John Letoher, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Sir: The Secretary of War directs me to say, in rei:)ly to your letter 
of the 2d instant, that a regiment has already been ordered to Lewis- 
burg, and is probably now there. A regiment of cavalry has also been 
ordered to Mercer County, so that it can scarcely be necessary to call 
out the militia. 

Very respectfully, your obedient serva.n^ ^ BLEDSOE 
r5 I Chief of Bureau of War. 


New Berne, N. Q.^Jamiary 6^ 1862. 

Hon. A. W. Venable : 

Dear Sir: Messrs. Howard & Ellis, of this place, commenced some 
time ago the construction of a gun-boat, by order of Brigadier-General 
Hill, which is now ready for machinery and can be coinpleted in thii ty 
or forty days. They now visit Richmond to see the Secretary of the 
Favy in relation to her, and it has occurred to me that you might 

28 R B—YOL LI, PT II 
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render them great service if you will interest yourself in the matter. I 
consider it a matter of great importance that this vessel should be 
finished as soon as possible for the defense of Pamlico Sound, as the 
vessels now composing our navy are entirely inefficient, and one such 
vessel as the one now in course of construction by Messrs. Howard & 
Ellis would be worth the whole of them. Any attention rendered these 
gentlemen will be highly appreciated by 
Your obedient servant, 

O. S. DEWEY. 


[Indorsement.] 


Hon. Seoeetabt op the Navy: 

I refer you to the ■within letter to me. 

.w 


A. W. VENABLE. 


EE SOLUTION of tlianLs to Col. Edward Johnson, his officers and men, for services 
in the battle of Alleghany Mountain. 

Eirst. EesoUed hy the Congress of the Confederate States ofAmenea^ 
That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby tendered, to Col. 
Edward Johnson, and to the officers and men under his command, for 
gallant and meritorious services at the summit of Alleghany Mountain, 
in Virginia, on the 13th day of December, 1861, when for more than 
six hours they, with remarkable courage and constancy, sustained an 
assault made upon their position by fourfold their number, and finally 
drove the enemy in disorder, and with heavy loss, from the field. 

Second. That the foregoing resolution be communicated to said com¬ 
mand by the Secretary of War, and be made known iu general orders. 

Approved January io, 1862. 

[ 5 .] 


Headquartees Depaetment of Noeth Carolina, 

Ooldshorough, January 10^ 1862, 

Erig. Gen. L. O^B. Branch, 

Commandingy (&e,^ New JBerne^ N. C,: 

General: 1 have just received a dispatch stating that fourteen 
schooners and two brigs put to .sea from Old Point on the night of the 
8th, and that great activity prevailed in taking troops on board trans¬ 
ports, &c. It is very probable they are intended for our coast. Put 
the commanders on their guard and require the lookouts to give imme¬ 
diate information should the fleet be seen. Keep me informed, to the 
end that I may ask for re-enforcements in case of landing. I have 
directed Colonel White to send all the surplus artillery at Port Macon 
to New Berne, where it can be made use of in case communications are 
cut offi from that post. As we have no carriages for the heavy pieces, 
it would be well to put them in a place of security this side of the 
town. I have ordered a detachment of Lenoir Braves, under Lieu¬ 
tenant Williams, to report to you for duty in the batteries. They are 
said to be good artillerists. The troops move with a snaiPs pace from 
Ealeigh. I presume the remainder of Colonel Lee’s regiment will be 
down to-day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIK, 

[i,] Brigadier-General^ Commanding* 
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Headquarters Yalley District, 

Unger^Sj Morgan Go^mty^ January 11, 1862. 
Hon. A. E. Boteler, M. 0., 

Richmond : 

Dear Sir: I inclose to you, by the direction of General Jackson, 
the accompanying letter from Colonel Monroe. It will furnisli you with 
an indication of the eifect produced upon this section of the country by 
the occupation of it by our ruthless invaders. The timid are disheart¬ 
ened, and are but too ready to yield to the pressure. But indignation 
inflames the courage of others. INothing should be spared to reassure 
the one and sustain the other. It is the practice of the enemy to burn 
every house into which any of our troops have at anytime been received. 
The object of this barbarity is to dismay our loyal citizens, and in this 
letter you have proof that the policy is not without its effect. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. T. L. PEESTONT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inolosure.] 

Capon Bridoe, Ya., January 11,1862. 

Major-General Jackson: 

Dear Sir : My men are erecting their huts as fast as possible, and 
will have them completed shortly. I will repeat that the enemy send 
out pickets of 200 and 300 on all the accessible roads to Eomuey, but in 
consequence of being engaged in building quarters I have not been able 
to attack them, but I hope you will hear a good report from us in a few 
days. It is with extreme regret that I have to inform you that I fear 
I cannot hold my men in camp much longer. 1 do not mean all by any 
means, but I fear that many will yield. It is true that it may well be 
said that one’s country is above all price, and that the inducements of 
the enemy are but a weak effort indeed toward seducing men’s patriot¬ 
ism, but to those who are looking every day to see their houses and 
their all wrapped in flames and their wives and children left to perish in 
the snow, they are more powerful than Xerxes’ armies. As for myself 
I have neither wife nor children, all my stake is my country, and I shall 
certainly do everything in my power to promote its cause. 

Yours, &c., 

A. MOXEOE, 

[5.] Colonel 114th Regiment Virginia Militia. 


Poplar Neck, near Edenton, X. G., 

January 12, 1862. 

President Davis: 

In view of the danger to our country, and the defenseless condition 
of that portion of it surrounding the waters of the Albemarle Sound, I 
have taken the liberty to write you, trusting that the emergency may 
justify my trespassing ui)on your time and attention. The sound is 
"bordered by farms of great fertility, producing the cereals abundantly, 
as well as a large amount of cotton. The farms are generally large, 
and the white population, in consequence, but few in number. Eden¬ 
ton, the shire town, is at the head of the soimd, and, together with the 
adjacent country, has sent to the war nearly tne whole of the fighting 
population. Our crops of corn and wheat have been gathered and 
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prepared for market. Our cotton also ginned and baled, but still on 
hand, and would prove a rich prize to the Yankee invaders. Eoanoke 
Island, whilst under the command of Colonel Wright, of Georgia, was 
fortified by the erection of some four or five forts, but the number of 
guns upon them is entirely insufficient to prevent a fleet of light draft 
gun-boats from passing into Albemarle Sound, which, if accomplished, 
would yield the country a prey to the enemy and open an easy route to 
the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth, both by land and water, through 
the Chowan Eiver to Suffolk and to the Norfolk and Petersburg Eail- 
road, and also through the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal to Norfolk, 
a distance of about fifty miles. When General Hill commanded this 
department he was very desirous to erect a fort at the entrance to the 
Bay of Edenton, but was removed too soon to accomplish his purpose. 
We are therefore defenseless, excex)t so far as Eoanoke can defend us. 
Our militia are generally patriotic, and would fight for their homes and 
liberties, but have no arms or ammunition. Burnside’s fleet, or a por¬ 
tion of it, is reported to be in Pamlico, but a short distance below our 
forts on Eoanoke. 

The authorities heretofore in immediate command in this portion of 
the Department of the Pamlico seemed not fully to appreciate the 
dangers that threatened us or the duties that devolved upon them¬ 
selves; and we who have given our best and dearest to our country’s 
cause are left defenseless. I therefore appeal to you, as President of 
our country, and to whom each portion is equally dear, to render us tliat 
aid in guns and men which our present condition imperatively demands. 
Trusting that He who has called you to your present high station may 
in His mercy restore you to health to bless both your own family and 
our whole country, 

I am, most respectfully, 

[9.] Mks. AUGUSTUS MOOEE, 


January —, 1862. (Eeceived 13th.) 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States^ cfcc. ; 

Sir : The Senate and House of Delegates of Virginia have appointed 
committees, of which the undersigned are the chairmen, respectively, 
in pursuance of a resolution to the effect ^Hhat a joint committee of 
five members of the Senate and seven of the House of Delegates be 
appointed to confer with the Confederate authorities and devise co op¬ 
erative measures on the part of the State with the Confederate Gov¬ 
ernment for prompt protection to the persons and property of citizens 
and the general defense of Western Virginia against the invasion of 
the enemy;” and the committee so constituted have instructed us to 
address to you this communication. It was originally our purpose to 
call in person upon yourself or the Secretary of War in order to a full 
and free conference upon these important subjects, but in view of the 
well-known, constant, and pressing demands upon your time and atten¬ 
tion, we have deemed that perhaps it would be more agreeable to you 
to receive our communication in writing; yet if desired on your part, 
or on the part of the Secretary of War, that we should wait on you in 
person to present our views more fully on subjects so profoundly inter¬ 
esting to the people of Virginia, and to communicate such information 
as we have collected on the subject, we shall be happy to do so at 
whatever time yourself or the Secretary may be pleased* to designate, 
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The joint committee have considered it within the scope of the duties 
devolved on them to ascertain, as far as may be properly communicated 
to them, what are the means at the command of the Confederate Gov^ 
ernment applicable to the purpose and the measures contemplated, 
■with a view to repelling any further invasion or encroachment of the 
public enemy upon the western i)ortion of the State; the extent to 
which our citizens in that quarter may expect protectimi in their per¬ 
sons and property through the military operations of the Confederate 
Government, and more particularly whether, and to what extent, and in 
what manner, it may be desirable to have the direct and efficient co-op* 
eration of Virginia in effecting these important purposes; and further, 
to ascertain in like manner, so far as may be properly communicated, 
what are the plans and purposes of the Confederate Government in 
respect to the expulsion of the enemy from that portion of our terri¬ 
tory now occupied by Federal troops; and upon this point also what 
co-operation of the State of Virginia may be desirable. 

We deem it altogether unnecessary to remind you of the important 
interests, both to the State of Virginia and to the Confederacy in carry¬ 
ing on the great war in which we are engaged, connected with the 
security of the salt, iron, lead, and other valuable mineral resources 
abounding in Southwestern Virginia, not to mention the agricultural 
supplies which the entire western section of the State affords; the val¬ 
uable watering places of Western Virginia furnishing convenient hospi¬ 
tals for the army; the Military Institute and State arsenal at Lexing¬ 
ton, all of which, from the information before the committee, are at 
present in great danger. IsTor need we call attention to the vital neces¬ 
sity of protecting the Virginia and Tennessee and the Virginia Central 
Eailroads from interruption by the enemy, nor to the serious diminu¬ 
tion of both men and i^ecuniary means resulting from the occupation of 
so large a portion of our territory by the enemy—an evil increased 
of course by each successive encroachment. We are well assured these 
subjects have received and will continue to receive the watchful care 
and attention which their imi)ortance demands; yet as to these and 
the great question of restoring the integrity of Virginia by the expul¬ 
sion of the enemy from her entire borders, our people naturally feel an 
especial and very deep interest, and our particular object in alluding to 
them here is to convey to the Confederate authorities our assurance of 
the readiness and strong desire of the Commonwealth of Virginia to call 
into requisition her utmost resources both of men and money in reliev¬ 
ing from the grasp of the enemy the large portion of our people now 
writhing under his detestable despotism. We deem it proper to be 
explicit in saying that the prevailing sentiment of the General Assem¬ 
bly and of the people is that Virginia to the full extent of her resources, 
and, if need be, acting directly and upon her own responsibility, should 
at once engage vigorously in the work of driving the enemy from her 
western border if it shall be found that the means at the command of the 
Confederate Government applicable to this purpose are inadequate to 
the accomplishment of this important purpose at a reasonably early day. 
But of course whatever may be undertaken in this regard should be, 
and will be, so far as depends upon the authorities of Virginia, in bar 
mony and close co-operation with the plans and operations of “the Con¬ 
federate Government; and it is mainly with this view tha.t we desire 
information as to these contemplated plans and purj^oses. 

We are fully aware of the question of delicacy involved in making 
these inquiries, but we desire to know only so much on the subject as 
will enable Virginia in one alternative to lend her efficient co operation, 
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or in tlie other, to undertake, if necessary, the direct work of endeavor¬ 
ing at least to expel the foe from her western territory; and in this 
connection we beg leave to say that whatever it may be deemed proper 
to communicate in confidence shall be carefully guarded from going 
before the public or otherwise reaching the enemy. 

In conclusion, therefore, we respectftilly present these inquiries, and 
submit to the sound judgment and matured experience of the Con¬ 
federate Executive the extent to which the desired information may 
be communicated either openly or confidentially, and we ask for such 
suggestions from yourself or the Secretary of War, either oral or in 
writing, as may the better enable the committee in the first place to 
propose, and ultimately the G-eneral Assembly to adopt, the most judi¬ 
cious measures toward accomplishing the great object contemplated in 
the resolution which has given rise to this communication. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

BOLIVAR CHRISTIAN, 
Chairman Senate Committee. 
AISTDREW HUNTER, 

[5.] Chairman House Committee. 


Heabqtjartbrs Department of North Carolina, 

Goldsborough, January 13^ 1862. 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding^ &g., Hetv Berne: 

General: Your letter of the 12th instant has been received. I 
have not time to reply to it in full. Of course I approve of your 
design to strengthen the defenses of the town. I would advise in 
addition that communication be daily between New Berne and Cedar 
Point, for it may be that if the enemy design to attack New Berne they 
may land their main force there while they attack your batteries or 
make a feint upon them. It is next to impossible to move their tranS' 
ports up the river until the batteries fall. The Governor informed me 
that he would send down 1,000 pounds of cannon powder with the 
troops. I learn from Lieutenant Bryan that Mr. Whitford has received 
about 650, which may be the 1,000 pounds promised. I will telegraiih 
him on the subject at once. Colonel Lee is here, but Governor Clark 
has telegraphed for him to go to Raleigh; I have requested him to 
return by the morning train. I would give much to know whether the 
fourteen schooners and two brigs that left Norfolk on the 8th have 
arrived at Hatteras, The information would give a clew to the expedi¬ 
tion. Can’t you arrange with Major Hall to have daily information from 
Hatteras instead of waiting till something turned up It would save 
much uneasiness and give assurance that our scouts have not been 
captured. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. 0. GATLIN, 

[9. ] Brigadier- General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 11. 5 Richmond^ January Id^ 1862. 

XVII. Lieut. Col. John M. Jones, assistant adjutant-general, Pro¬ 
visional Army, is relieved from duty with the Army of the Peninsula, 
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and Oapt. Henry Bryan, assistant adjutant-general, will report for duty 
to Major-General Magruder, commanding, in Ms stead. 

« #*•##* 


By command 
[9.] 


of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant J. dj utant-Genera 1. 


Headquarters Department of Horth Carolina, 

Ooldsborough, January li^ 1862. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Anderson, 

Commanding., &e., Wilmington: 

General : Your letter of yesterday has been received; also a letter 
of a previous date relative to receiving a local company in Brunswick. 
Muster it in if you need its services. I telegraphed last night that the 
Thirty-fourth. Regiment was to he detained here until something definite 
was known of the destination of the fleet. In the meantime the Secre¬ 
tary of War proposes to arm it; I have telegraphed to know when. 
Give me immediate notice should the enemy appear, and I will draw 
troops from Hew Berne and demand re-enforcements from Richmond. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,^ ^ HATLIH 

Brigadier-General, 


Norfolk, Ya., January 16,1862. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir • The within communication, addressed to me by the president of 
the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal, I respectfully refer to your con¬ 
sideration. I have to say that the canal is the most capacious, with but 
oue lock, the largest I know of. The two sections are seventy feet wide, 

and admit of two towing steamers passing or meeting. The work is yet 
incomplete in the parts of rivers needing dredging and in tlie embank¬ 
ments of the canal which require protection from washing. The work 
is indispensable to the army and navy purposes of this department. 
The transportation for Government has 

and must now largely increase. I have had reason to test the hccom 
modating spirit and means of the company and its officers, and have 
found them unhesitating and liberal P^semng all the puWic uses 
and orders. 1 think the proposition herein contained, to pay a moMhly 
sum instead of special tolls, is reasonable. What sum is reasonable I 
haTe made no estimate to determine, but Mr. Parks can furnish the 
data for your own estimates; and at all events it is necessary that t e 
Slpany^Xuld have a certain reliance for revenue “ f fer to com- 
nlete its unfinished work. The Navy Department coMd send much 
larger gunboat? into Albemarle and Pamlico Sounds if the diannels 
over certain shoals are deepened, and ogeJ^vnch’s 

essential respects be improved. y®’^2 o- fg not 

ipl’tAr j^iCooninanvinff this. If this work is not kept pj , j 
defended Norfolk and Portsmouth cannot be adequately supplied, and 
be mcce»Mly met In the rear 

wnr hfla out off most of the commercial revenue of the ^ork, it is 

deprived of what little trade that is left in nv a 

mint needing and using all the motive power of the company, in 
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word, the work and its steam-tugs and officers and all its other means 
are now monopolized by the orders of Governinent. This company 
htted out all the gun-boats now employed in the defense of the Albe¬ 
marle and Pamlico Sounds, and their enterprise is most worthy of 
Government care and patronage. They ought certainly to be saved 
from sacrifice and enabled to serve Government more usefully on any 
reasonable terms. 

With the highest respect, HElJ^EY A. WISE, 

Brigadier- General 

[Indorsement.] 

Quartermaster-General for estimate of what would be a fair compen¬ 
sation to be allowed by War Department for use of the canal for its 
own purposes. Plainly, the ISTavy Depai'tment will use the work much 
more than the War Department. 

J. P. B. 

[.Inoloaure Xo. 1.] 

Office of the Albemaele and Ohesai>eake Canal Co., 

Norfolk^ Fa-., January 1,1862, 

Brig, Gen. Heney A. Wise: 

SiE: Having learned you have been assigned to the command of the 
military district embracing the waters of Albemarle and Currituck 
Sounds, in North Carolina, I take the liberty of calling your attention 
to the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal, through which you will obtain 
your supplies and military stores. This canal and navigation, as you 
are aware, connects the w^aters of Virginia with those of North Caro¬ 
lina, and is sixty miles in length, and navigable for side-wheel steamers, 
propellers, and gun boats. Since the commencement of the war all the 
heavy ordnance and other military stores designed for the defenses of 
[>rorth Carolina have passed through this route, and since August 29 
iver 200 army transports and steam gun-boats, varying in size from 50 
to 300 tons each, have traversed this navigation. The large fleet of 
gun-boats now constructing at the various ship yards will require this 
navigation to reach the Gosport dock-yards for their outfits and equip¬ 
ments. So long, therefore, as it is desirable to keep up this communi¬ 
cation for military puriioses it is of vast importance to the Confederate 
States that this canal and navigation should be kept in the best con¬ 
dition to meet the requirements of the service. It is proper to inform 
you, though the canal was opened for navigation more than twelve 
months ago, it is yet unfinished. Our first contract was for a six-foot 
navigation, since which w^e have made a further contract for eight feet, 
and were applying our revenue before the war (which exceeded |G,000 
Ijer month) to its completion to that depth. The war has caused nearly 
an entire cessation of our trade, and the company having exhausted all 
its means were compelled to discharge its mechanics and laborers .on 
the 31st ultimo. Prom its incomplete condition a rapid deterioration 
of the work may be expected. Shoals will form in the rivers and land¬ 
slides in tlie canal. The vessels used by the Government, being gener¬ 
ally larger than those used for commercial i)urposes, have already in 
their hasty passage through the canal done much injury to its banks, 
and unless means are provided to keep it in constant repair it will soon 
become useless for military purposes. No sufficient water communica¬ 
tion will then exist between the waters of Virginia and North Carolina. 
Up to this time the canal company have received no compensation 
from the Confederate Government for the use of its canal. I have no 
doubt the Government will be equally willing to compensate this com¬ 
pany as the various railroad companies engaged in its service. It is 



Chap. LXIII.l 


CORRESPONDENCE^ ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 


compaiiy to resume work upon tlie canal so as to 
insure an improved navigation, and for that purpose thev propose to 
appropriate all the revenue that may be derived from the Confederate 

‘tesire to deal liberal^ 

V ith the Irovernment, and propose in lieu of the usual tolls and diaries 
a certain sum per month be fixed upon for the entire use of the canal 
and navigation. The registered tonnage of transports passing the 
company’s collection ofl3ce on quartermaster’s business was as follows. 

VIZ t ^ 


rrom August 29 to August 31 (three days). 

From September 1 to September 30 (thirty days) 
From October 1 to October 31 (thirty-one days). 

Total (sixty-four days). 


Tens. 
1,175 
4,000 
3,820 

8,995 


tons per day for a command of 1,400 men. When your legion 
arrives the command will number 4,000 to 5,000 men, and should the 
transportation increase in the same ratio it will add tip from 12.000 to 
lo,000 tons per mouth. There are now only seven steam gun-boats. I 
learn this number is to be increased to 100 and upward. I would 
tliat the War and INavy Departments x)aT our com- 
pany $3,000 each per mouth from 20th of August last, instead of the 
usual charges. 

Hoping it may be convenient for you to make a personal inspection of 
the work, I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MARSHALL PARKS, 

Fresident Albemarle and Ghemj^eahe Canal Comimni/. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 

C. S. S. Sea Bird, 

Off Foanole Island^ January 10. 186S, 

Hon. S. R. Mallory, 

Secretary of the Nary: 

Sir : I understand that it is contemplated to improve the navigation 
of the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal. To carry out improvements, 
which will very much enhance the usefulness of the canal, I furtlier 
learn that the co-ox)eration of the Government is indispensable. Being 
enabled to speak from experience, I feel justified in saying that without 
the use of the canal heretofore supplies from and imperatively requisite 
repairs at Gosport Kavy-Yard could not have been received or efiected. 
The vessels composing the squadron under my command could not 
without regular supplies and effectual repairs have been kept together, 
and by consequence, acting dispersively, would have been prevented 
from periodically maneuvering in sight of the enemy, and thus up to 
this time deterred him from venturing within Pamlico Sound, the great 
reservoir of the waters of Kortli Carolina this side of Cape Fear. 
Although very great facilities have been afforded by the canal, through 
which every vessel of the squadron save one has repeatedly passed, the 
occasional lowness of the water, consequent upon prevalent northerly 
winds, has repeatedly caused delays highly detrimental to the service, 
I therefore most earnestly recommend tlie canal to your fostering care, 
the more so that a large portion of its stock will be confiscated by the 
Government, and submit to your better judgment a consideration of 
the xuoposed improvements. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

W. F. LYNCH, 

[ 9 .] Fla(jAjffce}\. 







442 


MB., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. LXni 

Headquartebs Department of I^Torth Carolina, 

Goldshorough^ January 16^ 1863, 

His Excellency H. T. Clare, 

Governor of North Carolina: 

Governor: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 15th instant. ISTo arnas have yet arrived here for Leven- 
thorpe’s or Lee’s regiments, or sabers for SpriiilPs. When they do I 
will attend to your request. I am fearful that the arms to be sent from 
Bichmond will be too late to meet the fleet should it land upon our 
coast. A reply to an inquiry as to when I might expect them says they 
will be forwarded as soon as possible. These repeated delays and faii- 
ures to fill requisitions must prove fatal to us. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIE, 

[9.] Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldshorough^ January 16^ 1862, 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commandingj New Berne: 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let¬ 
ter of the 15th instant. The columbiads for Fort Macon have not yet 
arrived, nor can I learn anything about them further than that they 
are said to have left Eichmond. If we are ruined it will be by the 
negligence of our agents. They are essential to the defense of Fort 
Macon, and should have been there with four others three weeks ago. 
They cannot be spared from the fort, otherwise it would give me pleas¬ 
ure to order them to stop at New Berne. A dispatch from General 
Cooper says that nine transports headed for the capes this morning, 
loaded with troops. Keep up a daily communication with Cedar Point. 
Let me know of the first appearance of the fleet should it make an 
appearance on your part of the coast. I hope Hall’s spies are faithful 
and have not been entrapped. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[9. ] Brigadier- General, 


Goldsboroug-h, January 17^ 1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant’General C. S, Army^ Richmondj Va.: 

General Branch reports "that he has received information of forty- 
two steamers and three sail vessels lying at Hatteras. Many of them 
arrived last Saturday, 


[9.] 


E, 0. GATLDT, 
Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters, 
Bewisburg^ Va., January 18,1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-General C. 8. Army, Richmond, Va.: 

General : There are about 500 men, refugees, from the counties of 
Webster, Calhoun, Braxton, and Nicholas, ready to be enrolled and 
mustered into service if proper arms could be procured for them. The 
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enemy use guns of long range. Our people have to fight at great dis¬ 
advantage, having no other arms except the mountain rifle. The trees 
being at this season of the year stripped of their foliage, it is difficult 
to get within range without discovery. If 400 or 500 Harper^s Ferry 
rifles could be obtained the men referred to would be exceedingly 
efficient and be able to do good service. A small detachment of these 
men recently attacked the town of Sutton, drove the guards out of it, 
and destroyed a considerable quantity of quartermasters and commis¬ 
sary stores. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. W. REYNOLDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


^ ^ Richmond, January 18,1862. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Dear Sir : I have the honor herewith to inclose two letters which I 
have just received, and which will give you late and reliable news from 
Romney. You will perceive that Captain Shands asks if you want 
twenty miles of telegraph wire. He ought to know that we can use it, 
but I fear unless you have him telegraphed to-day (via Winchester) to 
preserve it, it will not be cared for. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. R. BOTELER. 

P. S.—I have positive information from Winchester that Jackson has 
moved toward Cumberland. 


[IncloBtire No. 1.] 


Hon. A. R. Boteler : 


Romney, Ya., January 15,1862. 


Dear Sir : Your letters of the 11th and 12th instant reached me this 
morning, and I hasten to express my thankfulness for your kindness. 
As yet General AYhiting has not reported and I have heard nothing 
from him. His services are greatly needed, and I trust that you will 
succeed in soon having him or some other one of his corps sent to this 
district. At last accounts part of the enemy were still on this side of 
the Potomac. From the last estimate of the strength of the enemy 
their forces in and about Cumberland were about 11,000; in Hancock 
2,000, and in Williamsport and Hagerstown probably 3,500. I will 
have enough ammunition for present purposes when that last estimated 
for arrives. I am gratified to hear that our gifted Secretary of State 
takes such interest in the military movements of this district. Yester¬ 
day the enemy captured a trooper of Captain Sheetz’s company in 
Springfield. 

Very truly, your friend, 

T. J. JACKSON. 


[Diclosure No. 2.] 

Dear Sir : The Yankees ran out of Romney on Friday, thinking 
Jackson was going to surround them. The attack on Blue’s, the pris¬ 
oners we took say, was a feint to draw ofl* his attention. Jackson is 
still in Morgan County. Sheetz and myself went in, with our compa¬ 
nies, Saturday night; we g'ot the news from three deserters. They 
burnt a great many of their tents and left about 400 or 500, besides 
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otlier stores Tve will get. We let oiir boys plunclei' two stores of 
Yankee notions that could not be got away. Ask the Secretary of 
War if he wants twenty miles of telegraph wire. If he does, he must 
be quick about it. Write to me at Romney. 

Your friend, E. A. SHANDS. 

The prisoners we took say the force was 7,000 or 8,000, and they went 
toward Cumberland and along the railroad to wmtch Jackson. 

[5.J 


Goldsboboug-h, January IS, 1802. 

General S. Coopeb, 

Adjutant-General, Rielimond, Va.: 

Have just received the following from Major Hall, commanding in 
Hyde County, dated IGth instant: 

From informatiou just received I leani that there are twenty-four small steamers 
and sixteen sailing vessels inside and seven large steamers outside the har at Hat- 
teras. Have not heard of there Leing any in the sound. The weather has been so 
bad that no communication has been had with the hanks for several days, so cannot 
say when these vessels arrived. 

R. C. GATLIN, 

[9.] _ Brigadier-General. 

Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldshorough, January 18,1802. 

His Excellency H. T. Clark, 

Governor of North Carolina: 

Governor: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 17th instant by the hands of Lieutenant-Colonel Orossan. 
I have oi’dered him to report to General Branch, whom I have desired 
to put him in command of all the heavy batteries on the Neuse. One 
hundred 32 pounder shells with fuses were sent down yesterday to 
Orossan^s address. The powder will go down this evening. I inclosed 
and sent by Major Husted a copy of General Branclf s report in regard 
to vessels at Hatteras. You will perceive that the majority arrived on 
or before Saturday, the day previous to the sailing of the fleet from 
Fort Monroe. I don’t know what to think of the report 5 am inclined to 
believe that there is some mistake in the denomination of the vessels. It 
looks very much like a determination to attack the whole of onr Sound 
coast. Of course, I will go down whenever the enemy show where they 
intend to attack. I am much concerned about the aims of the Thirty- 
fourth and Thirty-seventh Regiments. I have telegraphed twice on the 
subject. A reply dated yesterday says the subject will be brought to 
the notice of the Secretary of War. The New JBerne train is just in; 
no news from below. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. C. GATLIN, 

[9.] _ Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldsborough^ January IS, 1802. 

Brig. Gen. J. R. Anderson, 

Commanding, &c., Wilmington, N. C.: 

General : Tours of the 17th instant has been received. I fear that 
the War Department is misled by its sources of information and that 
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we are to be the sufferers hy it. I have twice telegraphed iu regard to 
arms for Leventhorpe^s regiment. The last reply savs ^-the subject Las 
been brought to the attention of the Secretary of Yfar.'^ More than 
ten days ago I wrote to the Adjutant-General, drawing his attention to 
the condition of ouu defenses, and begging that a reserve force be sent 
here to be sent to the point attacked. To this I have received no reply. 
It is very discouraging, and I see plainly that Korth Carolina has to 
fight her own battles notwithstanding the large force she has sent to 
Yirginia, South Carolina, and Tennessee. If we are invaded there is 
nothing for it but that w’e turn out to a man and drive off the invader, 
I wdll send you Colonel Leventhorpe's regiment as soon as it is armed. 
In the meantime, if you have not already done so, I would advise that 
all the arms of deceased soldiers and those absent for a probably long 
period be collected and kept ready to arm the regiment should it be nec¬ 
essary to send them down before their arms arrive fi?om Eichmond. In 
regard to the battery at Huggins’ Island, it is now too late to do any¬ 
thing before we are certain of the destination of Burnside s expedition. 
Should that pass us by I will take the subject under consideration. 
Yesterday General Branch reported that information had been received 
from persons from Portsmouth that there were forty-tv o steamers and 
three sail vessels at Hatteras; that they had been arriving for the last 
ten days, and that most of them had arrived on or before Saturday last. 
This was before the reported sailing of the fleet of thirty-five vessels 
from Fort Monroe. I don’t know wEat to think of all this. If it be true, 
they intend to attack our whole Sound coast. Before attempting ISTew 
Berne in that wa 3 ’’, I am clearly of opinion that they must reduce Eoan- 
oke Island. I wish 5 ’-ou to draw the attention of your inusteriug officer 
to the necessity of inspecting the troops to be mustered into service. 
Yesterday two boys of very tender age came here sick from Captain 
Munn’s company. They were too yoimg and of too little i^hysicai 
power to do duty, hence I ordered their discharge from the service. 
General Branch has just sent me the inclosed sketch-^ of the mode 
adopted by him at ISTew Berne to block the channel. He reports no 
news from the coast. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E, 0. GATLIX, 

[9. ] Brigadier- Gen era 7, Com m an di ng. 


Headquaetehs, 
Jamestgicn,) January 19^ 1S69. 

Capt. Henry Bryan, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Headquarters, lorMown : 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of your commu¬ 
nication of the ITtli instant conveying the reply of the general com¬ 
manding to my remarks concerning the defense of this post. After a 
respectful consideration of Major-General Magruder’s views, I beg 
leave to offer the following suggestions: I do not think it is sound 
Tiolicy to underrate the importance of the defenses at Jamestown 
Island. In the first place, I would bring to Major-General Magruder s 
attention the moral effect upon the enemy who, kuowingthat there was 
a heavy battery at this post, would be less Ukely to attempt to lorce a 
passage up the river, to land above Jamestown, and get in the rear oi 
Major-General Magruder’s army on the Peninsula. If Jamestown were 
dismantled, and the enemy successful in x>assing the batteries at Mm* 
berry Point, James EiVer would be liable to be laid waste and the 


* Not found. 
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eueiny^s forces coiild land at or above this point, thus cutting off Gen¬ 
eral Magruder^s supplies via James Eiver. While General Magruder 
might be able to hold Yorktown and prevent the passage of the enemy 
up York Eiver, it is, in my opinion, equally as important to prevent 
their occupation of James Eiver. It is considered as pretty certain 
that should the enemy attempt a movement upon Eichmond, it will be 
made by a combined attack, by land and by both rivers, upon the 
Army of the Peninsula. In my humble judgment it would be bad policy 
to abandon the defenses at Jamestown and concentrate upon the one 
point at Mulberry Island, although if there be not guns enough for all 
the batteries, I admit the policy of giving the preference to Mulberry 
Point and Hardin’s Bluff. I hope the President will give General 
Magruder both more men and more guns to repel so important an 
advance upon the capital of the State and of the Confederacy. I con¬ 
sider Virginia as the great battle-field, and if her capital be lost, Vir¬ 
ginia would fall, and with her the whole Confederacy. If Jamestown 
be dismantled, it will offer a great temptation to the enemy to make a 
strong effort to j)ass the batteries below—to take possession of and 
fortify this island and the neck of land—and thus have a Gibraltar” or 
^^Old Point” as the base for their operations in Virginia. It would also 
enable the enemy to land forces upon the south side of James Eiver, 
thus getting in the rear of General Huger, while General Magruder’s 
supplies would be cut off, and his lines at Williamsburg be outflanked. 
If Jamestown is to be abandoned I can only hope that Yorktown and 
Mulberry Island will be made impregnable, else the Peninsula will be in 
danger, and perhaps Virginia overrun. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HILL CAETEE, 
Oolonel^ Commanding Post, 

[Indorsement.] 

I concur most fully in the views here presented by Colonel Carter, 
id will make another effort to procure more guns in order not to dis- 
antle Jamestown, but if unsuccessful will be obliged to remove some 
if the heaviest guns now at Jamestown, where I confess they are 
greatly needed. 

J. B. MAGEUDEE, 

[9.] Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquaetbrs Department of Horth Carolina, 

Qoldsborotiglij January 19,1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-General C. S. Army, Eichmond, Va.: 

General : I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of Brigadier- 
General Branch’s communication, from which my telegram of this date 
was taken. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C..GATLI]Sr, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

^Te-w Beene, Friday, January 17,1862. 

Brig. Gen. R. 0. Gatlin, 

Ooldsborougli, F. G.: 

Gbneeal: The steamer Johnson has just arrived from Ocracoke. 
She -was sent down by me day before yesterday. The passengers from 
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Ocracoke report that there are forty-two steamers and three sail ves¬ 
sels at Hatteras. One who saw them reports to me: These vessels 
have been arriving for ten or twelve days; many of them arrived last 
Saturday.The facts as stated are undoubtedly true, but of course we 
cannot learn anything as to the destination of the fleet. There are none 
inside the swash. Some of the boats of the l^avy should be there to 
watch their movements. I shall give you the earliest information that 
reaches me of any new movement. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

L. O’B. BEAK(JH, 

[9.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Department of INorth Carolina, 

Ooldshoronghj January 19^ 1862, 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding^ c&c., New Berne, N, C.: 

General : I am in receipt of your note of this date. If the infor¬ 
mation given you from Ocracoke be true, Burnside’s expedition is much 
larger than we had formerly believed. As the majority of the forty- 
two steamers arrived on Saturday, the thirty-five that sailed from Nor¬ 
folk the next day will bring the number up to seventy-seven, and 
yesterday nine transports sailed from Portress Monroe. I do not wish 
to discredit the information; there is probably some mistake as to the 
character of the vessels. It will be necessary to keep up a vigilant 
watch all along the coast. No news from other quarters. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 16. ) Richmond, January 20,1862, 

XXII. Maj. A. B. Magruder, assistant commissary. Provisional Army, 
will proceed without delay to Yorktown, Ya., and report for duty to 
Maj. Gen. J. B. Magruder, commanding, as chief commissary, Army of 
the Peninsula. 

m -H? # * * * 

By commaiid of the Secretary of War: 

JOHN WITHEES, 

[91 Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Eighmond, January 20,1862, 

General B. Huoer, 

Norfolk: 

General E. 0. Gatlin telegraphs twenty-four small steamers and six¬ 
teen sailing vessels inside and seven large steamers outside the bar at 
Hatteras. 

S. OOOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, 
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Headquarters Department op Horth Carolina, 

Ooldshorougli^ January 20^ ]862, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Insjgector General^ Biclimond^ Ya,: 

General: I sent a telegram on tlie niglit of tlie ISth instant, con¬ 
firmatory of a previous dispatch reporting a large number of small 
steamers and sail vessels at Hatteras Inlet. Since then I have nothing 
from that part of the coast. Brigadier-General Branch complains that 
he has no suitable boat to keep a watch upon the enemy and that the 
C. S. Havy has no steamers in his district. On the 13th instant 1 
received, through Governor Clark, a dispatch from the Secretary of War 
directing the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-seventh Eegiments North Caro¬ 
lina Volunteers to be held in reserve here and that he would have them 
armed. The Thirty-fourth Eegiment was accordingly stopped, but the 
Thirty-seventh Eegiment had already proceeded to New Berne. I have 
twice telegraphed to Ordnance Department, but the arms have not 
arrived, nor have I been informed that they are on the way. It is 
highly important that these regiments be armed at once. Be pleased 
to draw the attention of the Secretary of War to the subject. I desire 
to draw your attention to the neglect of the railroad companies in fail¬ 
ing to forward military supplies with dispatch. A 10-iiich columbiad 
for Fort Macon has just reached here, having left Eichmond three days 
ago. The agent accompanying it says that no accident happened on the 
way. The delay occurred at Petersburg and Weldon, tJnless some¬ 
thing is done to correct the criminal neglect of these railroad people a 
sad misfortune may befall us. Even now I know not if the gun will 
reach Fort Macon in time. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

R. 0. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier-General^ ^ 


GoLDSBOROuan, January 20^ 1862—10 p. m. 

General Cooper, 

Richmond^ Va.: 

Just received the following via Washington, N. C.: 

At4p. m. yesterday (19tli) there were in the sound at Hatteras 100 sail of the 
momy. nud 25 steamers, large-class, outside. They had pressed into the service all 
tl‘e pih»T-s : three had made their escape and gave this information. The pilots report 
that the fleet is destined for New Berne, Washington, Hyde County, and Roanoke, 
and that a portion of them would move this morning. 

Please send the arms for the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-seventh Eegi¬ 
ments by special train, and such re-enforcements as (laii be spared. 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[9.] . Brigadier-General, 


Headquarters Department op North Carolina, 

Goldshorough, January 20^ 1862, 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Gommandimj Distriet of the Famlico^ New Berne^ N, G,: 
General: I have received your dispatch of this date. The Burn¬ 
side expedition has at length made its appearance in our waters. I 
have forwarded the information by telegraph to Eichmond, Ealeigh, 
and Norfolk. Asked for arms and re enforcements. I will be with you 
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should they come on the I^euse. Keep Campbell’s and Yance’s regi¬ 
ments ready to move np should they be required. If it is not already 
done, the quartermaster should provide at least one Avagon for each 
company, and three days’ cooked rations should be kept continually on 
hand. Would it not be well to call on Edgecombe, Greene, Wayne, 
and Jones for militia, the two former to report at Washington*? You 
are aware that only one-third are to be furnished. 

E. 0. GATLIK, 

[9.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Departivient of N'orth Carolina, 

Goldsboroughj January 21^ 1862. 
General S. Cooper, ' 

Adjutant-General G. S. Army^ Richmond^ Ya.: 

General: I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of the 
report of Col. Eobert McMillan, Twenty-fourth Georgia Volunteers, in 
reference to the appearance of the enemy’s fleet at Hatteras and within 
the Pamlico Sound, and of Brigadier-General Branch’s letter forward¬ 
ing the same to these headquarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIK, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

[Incloijure No. 1.] 

Headquarters District of Pamlico, 

Neio Berne, January 20, 1862. 

General : I send you in this sheet a copy of a dispatch just received 
from Colonel McMillan. I call for the militia of Lenoir, Pitt, Craven, 
and Beaufort. 

Yours, respectfully, 

L. O’B. BEAKCH, 
Brigadier^ General, Commandiyig. 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Headquarters, 

Washington, N. 0., Jammry 20, 1862. 

General Branch: 

Sir ; Captain Wallace, who has just returned from the sound, reports 
that 125 sail of the enemy are at Hatteras; 100 of them inside the sound 
at 4 o’clock yesterday evening. The twenty-five outside, large-class 
steamers. They had pressed into their service all the pilots. Three of 
the pilots had made their escape and gave the information. He says 
Captain Farrow’s son counted the vessels. The pilots report that the 
fleet is for Eoanoke, Washington, Hyde, and Kew Berne, and that a 
portion of them would move this morning. 

Your obedient servant, 

E. McMILLAK. 

The within information telegraphed to Generals Cooper, Huger, 
Anderson, and Governor Clark on the night received, 21st instant. 

E. H. EIDDICK, 

[^•] Assistant Adjutant-General. * 


29 R R—VOL LI, PT II 



450 


MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. LXin. 


Goldsboeoitgh, Jatmary 22,1862. 

Governor Raleigh : 

] Lope you will Lave made a call on tlie militia of the several counties 
named in xny telegram of yesterday. General Brancli reports that the 
magistrates of Beaufort refuse to call out upon Lis requisition notwitk- 
standing' ttie urgent necessity. His letter making the request came too 
late for tlie mail. He speaks encouragingly of Lis ability to defend 
^ew Berne. A corn schooner arrived at New Berne to-day, Laving 
seen no tiling in the sound; she left Hyde yesterday. Add Greene to 
the counties named. 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[^•] _ Brigadier-General, 


ISCeadquabters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldsboro 2 ighy January 22^ 1862, 

Brig. Gen. Hi. O’B. Branch, 

Conimandhig District of the Pamlico^ N’eio Berne^ N. €,: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
this date, inclosing one to the Governor. It came too late to be sent up 
to day, but lias been telegraphed. I Lad, however, telegraphed the Gov¬ 
ernor yestei^day to beg that he would order out the militia of the counties 
named, adding Jones, Greene, and Wayne. The arms for the Thirty- 
fourth and Thirty-seventh arrived to-day from Eichmond, 400 percussion 
and 600 Hint and steel. The former have been issued to the Thirty- 
fourth; the remainder will be replaced in a day or two by percussion 
from Fayetteville Arsenal. I can send them down to-morrow if neces¬ 
sary, but x^refer keeping them to return for alteration by the same mes¬ 
senger. If you prefer having them without waiting, let me know. The 
Thirty-fourth are now armed and equipped. Upon undoubted informa¬ 
tion of tbe approach of the enemy, send cars up for the regiment. I will 
have it in readiness to move at a moments notice. 

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[6.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Centerville^ January 23^ 1862, 

General S. Cooper, 

A.djutant and Inspector General: 

Sir : THis army is greatly in want of superior officers. Half of our 
brigades are without brigadier-generals, and almost the same proportion 
of held officers is absent, sick or otherwise. The efficiency is thus greatly 
impaired. I respectfully urge that the vacancies above referred to may 
be filled as soon as practicable. In this connection I beg leave to say 
that Colonel Forney, although still suffering from the effects of a severe 
wound received on the 20th ultimo, is as fi.t for promotion as any colonel 
in the service of the Confederate States. Our pickets beyond Fairfax 
Court-BTonse report to-day that the enemy is repairing the Orange and 
Alexan dria Eailroad. General Hill wrote yesterday from Leesburg that 
his picEet at Berlin (six miles below Harper^s Ferry) reported that the 
cars had. been running day and night for the last two days, loaded with 
troops for Harper’s Ferry, 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 

[5.] General. 
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Eichmond, January 23 . 1862 . 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of ^Yar: 

Sir : Some sliort time since, you may remember, I brought personally 
to your attention the matter of the police which had been established 
to guard the bridges of the line of the Orange and Alexandria Eail- 
road, extending from Lynchburg to Manassas, for security of the mil¬ 
itary transportation between those points, inclusive—necessarily, that 
between Eichmond and Manassas via Gordonsville. In reply to my 
explanation, then orally presented, you requested that I should present 
in writing the points involved, which I now proceed to do. 

In April last, immediately upon the State act of secession, the Gov¬ 
ernor and council of Virginia, viewing it as a matter of military neces¬ 
sity, agreed with me as the reiiresentative of the railroad company to 
maintain a sufficient night police to guard the bridges of the line above 
mentioned, the railroad company undertaking to guard them in the 
daytime. This plan was put in operation and has been maintained 
upon the basis stated up to the present time. On the 6th of NTovember 
last I received a communication from Governor Letcher to the effect 
that the State would no longer incur the exxienso involved in this mat¬ 
ter of guarding bridges upon the Orange and Alexandria Eailroad. 
About the time of receiving this notice the burning of bridges by 
traitors in East Tennessee occurred, and I forbore to dismiss the police 
until I could present my views in objection to the policy indicated to 
the Governor. In our interview I presented the importance of secur¬ 
ing these bridges to the Army of the Potomac, as their supplies were 
mainly drawn over the railroad, and the danger of leaving them 
unguarded^ that the railroad was substantially used for military trans¬ 
portation and Government purposes, to exclusion of private tonnage, 
the charges for which were only half the usual rates of transportation; 
that the railroad company could not alone afford to bear the heavy cost 
of this police, and that if the Government did not lend assistance I 
should be compelled to discharge the guards. Governor Letcher rec¬ 
ognized the force of the views urged, but was of opinion that the Con¬ 
federate Government properly should relieve Virginia of this war 
charge, and requested me to bring the matter to your attention as 
Secretary of War. All that is asked is that you should recognize the 
cost of keeping up this guard as a proper military expense, and author¬ 
ize the sum required to be i)aid. There are some twenty bridges to be 
guarded, and forty-one or forty-two men now employed. At the bridge 
nearest Manassas (Broad Eun) and the one at Culpeper Court-House, 
where there is a military post, General Johnston has ordered soldiers 
to do the necessary x)olice, but regards the ordinary paid civil iDolice at 
other points as preferable. If more desirable, the object can be accom¬ 
plished by an order on your part to the proper officer to allow this as 
an extraordinary charge upon the supplies (military) transported over 
the Orange and Alexandria Eailroad for the Confederate Government. 
In whatever light, however, you may be pleased to treat the matter, 
the favor of an early decision is desirable. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. S. BAEBOUE, Jr., 

[5.] President Orange and Alemndria Eailroad Company. 
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Headquarters Department op Horth Carolina, 

Goldsboroughj January ^5, 186^, 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding^ tfeo., Wew Berne^ AT. G.: 

General: I ■wrote yesterday about the arms for Colonel Lee^s regi¬ 
ment. My design being misunderstood, 600 flint-and-steel muskets 
were sent down by tlie train. They can be issued, if necessary, and 
replaced with percussion guns when received. Have you experimented 
to see what force will be necessary to displace your chevaux de-frise^ 
If it is substantial you had best order others to be placed in the Pam¬ 
lico, Pango, and in all the tide creeks where a gun-boat can ascend. 
Be pleased to send me one or two more pencil sketches. Those sent me 
I have forwarded to General Anderson and Colonel Shaw. I should 
like to send one to General Huger, My health has much improved. 
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Bichth Vircinia Cavalry, 

Mercer Court-House^ January 24^ 1862, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-Ceneralj Richmond^ Ya.: 

General: I telegraphed you this morning that the enemy was 
advancing in the direction of Pack’s Ferry, on New Eiver, with a force 
of one regiment of infantry and some cavalry. I shall go to that point 
to-day to meet the enemy. My force will be 500 cavalry, armed mostly 
with old shotguns, bowie knives, and a few long-range rifles and mus¬ 
kets, and about fifty Colt revolvers, and some sabers. I think, however, 
that I can prevent the enemy from getting to Peterstown, where there 
is quite a large supply of commissary stores, and I believe it is for 
the object of destroying these stores that the enemy is making this 
advance. With the regiment of infantry which is now in Dublin and 
my own command I can drive the enemy back to Ealeigh and keep him 
from advancing any farther this winter unless he should be largely 
re-enforced. I would also state that there is one piece of artillery at 
Dublin Station which can be used to much advantage in these moun¬ 
tains. I send an officer with this dispatch. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. JENIPEE, 

[5.] Colonelj Commanding Eighth Virginia Cavalry, 


Headquarters Eiohth Yir^inia Cavalry, 

Mercer Court-House^ January 24^ 1862, 

General S, Cooper, 

Adjutant-General^ Richmond^ Va.: 

General: Since writing you this morning I advanced with my cav¬ 
alry to the position said to be occupied by the enemy, and found that 
he had retreated back to Ealeigh Court-House, after capturing some 
ten or twelve of our loyal citizens, I have qj^dered out frequent scouts 
in the vicinity of the Mercer and Ealeigh line, to prevent the enemy from 
taking any more of the citizens. I have also stationed companies of 
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mj regiment at sucli points where forage can be obtained, and as well 
as possible for the protection of the country. 

I am^ sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

_ . W. H. JENTIFEE, 

L^*J Colonel Eighth Virginia Cavalry, 


Headquarters Department of NTorth Carolina. 

Goldsborouglij Jannary 1$62, 

His Excellency H. T. Clark, 

Governor of JVorth Carolina : 

Governor : Your telegram of last night was so fully answered that 
I have nothing more to add than I have more than once asked for re¬ 
enforcements without eliciting a reply of any kind. Consequently, I 
infer that we are to be left to fight our own battles. Hence, we must 
raise as many troops as we can arm. I have 600 flint-and-steel muskets 
at Hew Berne, and expect 580 from Fayetteville to-day. All the troops 
in service have either percussion or flint-and-steel muskets, so those on 
hand are for new troops. Ho news from the coast. The storm has been 
so violent for more than forty-eight hours that it has prevented any of 
our scouts getting further information from Hatteras. Doubtless the 
enemy have suffered greatly, and are not likely to move for some time 
after its abatement. Colonel Singeltary, with the Albemarle, had not 
returned yesterday morning j probably detained by the storm. Will 
telegraph anything of importance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIH, 

[9.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Department of Horth Carolina, 

Goldshoroughj January 186^, 

Brig. Gen, J. E. Anderson, 

Commanding^ <&e,j Wilmington: 

General: Two letters from you dated the 22d instant were not 
received until last night. As you desire, you are authorized to allow 
Lieutenant Gallaway’s detachment to be increased to a company and 
employed in local defense, and to station the Brunswick company at 
Fort Johnston or elsewhere as you may elect. In regard to Colonel 
Leventhorpe^s regiment it is now completely armed, but I regret to say 
is becoming more and more unhealthy daily. In the present state of 
our information as regards the expedition it would not do to send the 
regiment to Wilmington. I will, however, keep it in reserve until I 
know positively where the blow is to be struck. I am surprised that 
I have received no tender or reply to my frequent applications for 
re-enforcements. It is clear that it is intended that we should fight our 
own battles. I learn that a new regiment has been organized in Ealeigh. 
It can at once be armed. I shall so advise the Governor. Hothing 
later from Hatteras. Colonel Singeltary went down in the ^bemarle 
to obtain information, but has not returned, probably owing to the 
storm. Advices from Fort Macon represent the storm night before 
last as the greatest for many years. It has not ceased yet. May it 
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destroy our enemies. In case of tlie fleet appearing off your coast 
telegrapli and I Trill send down such reserves as I can spare. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIlj^, 

[9.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ko. 20. J Biclimond^ January ^5, 1862. 

# * * -3t= * * 

YI. The Thirty-ninth Eegiment Virginia Volunteers will be disbanded 
and mustered out of the service. The men forming said regiment are 
authorized to re>enlist for the war and to organize themselves into 
companies, electing their own officers. When such companies shall 
be formed they will report for duty to Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, at 
Edenton, IST. 0. 

* # # ^ * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[9.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Goldsborough, January 26^ 1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Richmond^ Ya.: 

The steamer sent on the 21st instant to reconnoiter succeeded in get¬ 
ting to Portsmouth, N. 0., before the storm, and remained there during 
its continuance. She returned to New Berne last night and reports 
that a pilot who had been pressed into service but escaped says that 
on the 21st instant (Tuesday) there were at Hatteras 175 vessels of all 
classes, about a third of which were in the sound and others being got 
over the swash.” This information may be relied upon. 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

. Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

(Same to Governor Clark, Ealeigh, and General Anderson, Wil¬ 
mington.) 

[9.] 


Headquarters District of the Pamlico, 

Ueio BernOj January 27, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. E. 0, Gatlin, 

Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Goldsborough, N. C. : 


General: Mr. - arrived from Portsmouth this morning at 

2 o’clock. He left there Sunday at 9 a. m. The xhlots who had been 
seized were released last Tuesday on their declaring that they would 

suffer death rather than pilot them. Mr.-saw one of them. He 

told him that one large shij) was aground on the bar and two stranded 
inside before the last storm. It was said at Hatteras on Tuesday that 
a regiment was missing, and they feared it was lost. It was also 
reported that a vessel had been lost on Chicamacomico with 100 horses. 
The pilots say that some of the vessels draw more water than they can 
carry to Eoanoke Island, but that they were seeking pilots for Oroatan 

and no other place. On Saturday Mr.-, with two others, went 

to the top of the light-house and could see distinctly, the distance 
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being eleven miles. He counted ninety-three, but the others said that 
there vere more than 100 vessels, forty of them being steamers, the 
balance sail vessels; the large ship or frigate still aground on the bar. 
There -were twenty steam and sail inside the sound; that is, over the 
“swash.” Only one steamer seemed to have steam up, and she appeared 
to be pulling off a vessel which was aground. I forgot to mention 
that pilots were told on Tuesday that the enemy was expecting thirty 

more vessels. The pilot seen by Mr.-also said that when he 

was taken on board the flag-ship he noticed the vessels as closely a.s he 
could, and be could see on them only two guns each, one in the bow 
and one in the stern. He did not, however, go on board any but the 
flag-ship. 


Yours, respectfully, 


L. O’B. BEANCH, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Department of Hoeth Carolina, 

Goldshorougli, January 27,1S62. 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding, &o., JJew Berne: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yotm let¬ 
ter of this date. The state of things reported to exist at Hattevas 
will enable you, I think, to put everything in good order to receive the 
enemy should he undertake to pay you a visit. The commaudCTS of 
regiments ought to be required to select dry and healthy camps foi 
thiir troops, and it would be well to keep an o^cer constantly on duty 
as acting inspector-general to keep you informed of the drill, discipline, 
&c., of the command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,^^ ^ GATLIK 

, Brigadier-General. 

[».j 


Headquarters First Oorp^ Army of the Potomac, 

Centerville, Vh., January 29,186.-. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War, Bichmond, Ta.: 

Sir : I have this day received the War Department letter of the 26th 
instant ordering me to assume command of the defenses at 
Ky.* I will leave here as soon as practicable via ilashville and Bowl- 

very ^spectMly, 

_ T General, Commanding. 

[o aiicl 7.J 

Headquarters First Corps, Army of the 1‘otomao, 

Sear Gentervillej January loo^» 

SOmiEKS OF IHK I’lEFT CORPS, AEMP OF IHF 

^See Yol. V, p* 1048. 
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perils, and in defense of our homes and our rights to lead you to new ! 

battles to be crowned with signal victories. You are now undergoing 
the severest trial of a soldier’s life; the one by which his discipline 
and capacity for endurance are most thoroughly tested. My faith in 
your patriotism, your devotion and determination, and in your high I 

soldierly qualities is so great that I shall rest assured you will pass [ 

through the ordeal resolutely, triumphantly. Still, I cannot quit you I 

without deep emotion, without even deep anxiety in the moment of our [ 

country’s trials and dangers. Above all, I am anxious that my brave > 

countrymen here in arms, fronting the haughty array and muster of 
Northern mercenaries, should thoroughly, appreciate the exigency, and 
hence comprehend that this is no time for the Army of the Potomac, 
the men of Manassas, to stack their arms and quit, even for a brief 
period, the standard they have made glorious by their iiuiiihood. All 
must understand this and feel the magnitude of the conflict impending, 
the universal personal sacrifices this war has entailed, and our duty to . 

meet them as i^romptly and unflinchingly as you have met the enemy in ^ 

line of battle. f 

To the Army of the Shenandoah I desire to return my thanks for r 

their endurance in the memorable march to my assistance last July, their I 

timely, decisive arrival, and for their conspicuous steadiness and gal- [ 

lantry on the field of battle. Those of their comrades of both corps f 

and of all arms of the Army of the Potomac not so fortunate as yet to 
have been with us in conflict with our enemy, I leave with all confi- f 

dence that on occasion they will show themselves fit comrades for the | 

men of Manassas, Bull Eun, and Ball’s Bluff. i 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED, 

[5.J General^ Gommrnding. ^ 


Headqtjaeters, ! 

TorJctoimij Fa., Jamiary 30^ 1862, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant-General G. 8. Army^ Richmond^ Fa.: 

Sir : I had the honor to receive a letter from the Secretary of War 
last night, in which he stated that he did not object to impressment 
within my department when necessary, but disapproved of my impress¬ 
ing out of my department. I have to state in reply that I cannot hire 
slaves, as I was informed I would be enabled to do; that I have impressed ? 

the slaves of the counties composing my department two, three, or four 
times; that if I impress them again the War Department will be f 

crowded with men complaining of the injustice of being compelled to . 

do all the work, while others deeply interested are not called upon to do 
any; that it was for this reason I had called on counties which had ! 

furnished no slaves to send one-third of their male slave labor. I have | 

also to state that I requested Captain Eives, in charge of the Engineer ^ 
Bureau, to take charge of this department and to furnish the labor on 
works ordered by his Department, and he declined doing it, as I am ^ 
informed by Captain Lawton, of the Department, by whom I made the 
proposition. The greater part of the troops are in front in winter quar- | 
ters, nearer the enemy than the works ordered by the engineers; and 
besides that they have been worked excessively; have as much field 
work to do as they can attend to. These works ordered by the engineers 
are absolutely necessary, tod all in a dangerous state until finished. I i 


See Benjamin to Magruder, January 27, 1862, Vol. IX, p. 36. 
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■will mention also that I have an agent no'w here ■who reports that he had 
already warned 600 negroes from the counties of Mecklenburg, Lunen¬ 
burg, and Bruns^wick, and that he had no trouble in getting them 
(tbough it takes three weeks or a mouth to procure them). Though the 
order is countermanded, he says he can still get them. If the Secre¬ 
tary of War will give me an order to impress again the slaves of the 
counties composing my district I will obey it in good faith; but on the 
score of justice as well as policy I would advise against any further 
impressments from those counties. The works must remain unfinished 
unless these negroes are impressed, and I recommend that the agent 
for the counties above mentioned, whom I have kept here for the pur¬ 
pose, be ordered to bring in the slaves he has already warned. The 
counties are Mecklenburg, Lunenburg, and Brunswick. 

I sent a flag of truce to Hampton, at the request of Mrs. John Tyler, 
■widow of the late ex-President, with a letter for her mother, through 
General Wool. My officers found the enemy building quarters in Hamp¬ 
ton, evidently for more troops, as those now in that region are already 
quartered. The papers state that General Casey’s division and Captain 
Porter’s bomb-proof fleet are expected at Port Monroe to co-operate 
with Burnside. These quarters are doubtless built for these troops. I 
do not see anything in the state of public affairs to justify us in relax¬ 
ing our efforts. I hope, therefore, the Secretary will authorize me to 
procure the labor from the three counties named, and that I may receive 
an answer by telegraph on Saturday evening. I send a letter from 
Major Bloomfield showing that the decision of the Quartermaster-Gen¬ 
eral in relation to the conditions of the hiring of negroes operated 
greatly to defeat my purpose. I think the decision incorrect, h. o law 
of Congress was required to enable the Government to pay for slaves 
if lost any more than to pay for the labor of slaves if impressed with¬ 
out the consent of the owners. I will merely mention that most men 
in Virginia would rather have their slaves impressed than hir^ed, as m 
the former case they expect to hold the Government responsible for the 
loss of the slave as well as for the value of his labor, and in the latter 
case is not responsible for his loss. A large majority ot the 
■would prefer to see the works go on and their slaves taken. 
triotic lawyers and small politicians are the persons who annoy the 

Government on these subjects. , , ±. 

1 a», .it, vety respectsmy, 

Mc^or- General, Commanding. 


[First indorsenieiit.] 


Respectfully 


submitted to the Secretary of War.^ OOOPBE 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Second indorsement.} 


Akjtjtant-Geneeal : , 

It is impossible to concede that any general 

department commanded by another Jo 

General M. mifflit liave applied to you to issue omeib tu 

imwress'men for Bim. I see no objectioii to your ordering tbe impress 
Sttf S ne^s as are iranted tor Mm, if ttey oannot be obtained 

otherwise by him. . j_ 
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Quartermaster's Department, 

Yorlctoitm, Va.^ January 30j 1862, 

Maj. Geii. J. Bankhead Mauruder, 

YorTctotcn : 

Dear Sir : I would respectfully report tliat, iu obedience to your 
Special Orders, !I^^o. 575,1 proceeded to Eichmond to make arrange¬ 
ments to procure negroes, free and slaves; and to carry out your order 
promptly, and to secure the necessary force with as little delay as pos¬ 
sible, I caused to be inserted in all the Eichmond newspapers the 
inclosed advertisement. A few days after its appearance I received a 
communication from Col. A. 0. Myers, the Quartermaster-General, 
directing me to withdraw from said advertisement the following clause: 
“The Government will be responsible for the value of these negroes if 
captured by tlie enemy or allowed to escape to them or killed in action,^’ 
and notifying me in the same communication that no law existed 
authorizing you to bind the Government to these terms. Iu conse¬ 
quence of this notification from the Quartermaster-General I made no 
further efforts to hire slaves, but could have secured many. Dp to the 
present time the number of slaves hired, iu accordance with the afore¬ 
said Special Order, Ko. 575, amounts to only eighty eight. I have no 
hesitation, however, in saying had I not received orders contrary to 
your order the number would have been considerably larger. 

I have the honor to be, with great esteem, your obedient servant, 

B. BLOOMFIELD, 
Quartermaster• General of the Feninsula, 

[SuT>-iiiclosuro.] 

Wanted^ negroes, —Wanted to hire negroes (free or slave)—laborers, 
mechanics, and teamsters—for service on the Peninsula, on the following 
terms and conditions: If hired by the month (not less than six months), 
$15 per month will be paid for laborers, with rations, comfortable quar¬ 
ters, and medical attendance free; if hired by the year, $100 per 
annum, paid quarterly, with rations, comfortable quarters, and medical 
attendance free, and usual allowance of clothing. For teamsters and 
mechanics, $20 will be paid, and rations, comfortable (juarters, and 
medical attendance free. The Government will be responsible for the 
value of these negroes if captured by the enemy or allowed to escape 
to them or killed in action. In all other respects the contract of hire 
will be subject to and conformable to the laws of Yirginia. For further 
particulars apply at the office of Hector Davis, Franklin street, near 
Wall, from 10 a. m. to 4 p. m. until the ISth instant. * 

B. BLOOMFIELD, 

[9.] Quartermaster-General of the Feninsida, 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldshoroughj January 30,1862, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Eichmond, Va,: 

General: I have just received a communication from the principal 
citizens of Scotland Neck, Halifax County, N. C., drawing my attention 
to the fact that the Eoaiioke Eiver can at this time be navigated by 
steamers to within a mile of Weldon, and that in case General Burn¬ 
side should succeed in reducing Eoanoke Island there is nothing to 
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prevent his ascending the river to that point. In their communication 
there are certain points indicated where batteries might be erected 
which would command the river in both directions. If I had the means 
at my disposal I would at once put the river in a state of defense, bnt 
I have neither cannon nor artillerists to spare. I will send an engineer, 
if one can be found, to determine upon the most defensible points, and 
will do whatever else is in my power to protect that section of the 
State. In the meantime I must beg that in case Eoanoke Island should 
fall into the hands of the enemy, upon the first news oi it reaching 
Eichmond at least a light battery be at once sent to Halifax, to which 
point I will send the only troops at my disposal, viz, a regiment of 
infantry, in case it becomes necessary. Please let me know what re¬ 
enforcements I may expect in case the enemy attacks Hew Berne, or 
Eoanoke Island falls into their hands. Our last advices from Ports¬ 
mouth represent the enemy as having about thirty vessels in the sound 
at Hatteras yesterday. Ho movement made as yet. A Massachusetts 
regiment was camped on Ocracoke Island. Had gone there either by 
design or been driven ashore in the last storm. Two regiments are 
said to be still missing. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIH, 

[9.] Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Eichmond, January 31,1862. 

General J. E. JoHNSTON, 

Commanding, i&e., Manassas, Ya.: 

Sir : Your letter of the 28th instant* has been submitted to the Sec¬ 
retary of War, who instructs me in reply to express to you his regret 
that you appear for reasons conceded to arise from your convictions of 
what is best, but in which he is constrained to difi'er with you, indis¬ 
posed to aid in at once carrying into eftect the General Orders, Ho. 2, foi 
recruiting the Army. The Secretary thinks you must have overlooked 
the fact that it will be far better to push the business of recruiting in 
the little time now left, leaving it to the Government to devise means 
for arming the men when they are secured, than by delay to run the 
risk of having few or none to use the arms that may be in our posses¬ 
sion. A copy of the order is here inclosedt and it is hoped you will do 
all in your imwer to render it effective of the ends proposed. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 

’ S. COOPEE, 

[5.] Adjtitmit and Inspector General, 


Headquarters Eiuhth YiEunsriA Cayalry, 

Mercer Gourt-JEouse, Fehrua7'y 5, 186^, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adpitant and Inspector General^ Riclmond^ Ya,: 

General: I have just received the inclosed note from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Peters, of the Forty-fifth Virginia Eegiment, and in reply to it 
I directed him to send four companies of his regiment to Salt Sulphur 
Springs to support Colonel Eeynolds, if it was possible to do so. The 
distance from Peterstown, the headquarters of the Forty-fifth Eegi- 
ment, to the Salt Sulphur is twenty-eight miles, and the roads are so 


See Vol. V, p. 1049. 


t See Vol. V, p. 1022. 
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muddy and deep that four or five miles is a long day’s march for 
infantry. All is quiet in the vicinity of Ealeigh Court-House, and the 
commanding officer at that post is daily expecting an attack from us. 
I have sent out a scout to endeavor to cut ofi* some of the enemy’s 
scouts and foraging parties. I would also report that I have several 
disloyal citizens here as prisoners, and among them is one who has been 
doing a great deal of injury to the South. He had just returned from 
the enemy’s lines when he was taken prisoner by some of my men. 
Shall I retain these men here or send them to Eichmond*? If they are 
released they can do us much mischief. I have made several advances 
on Ealeigh Court-House recently, but each time I was prevented from 
reaching there by the rising of the streams, and now the place is too 
strongly fortified for my small force to capture it without cannon to 
operate with. There is no danger of the enemy advancing from that 
direction soon, as the streams and roads are in a horrid condition, ren¬ 
dering it impossible for a man even on horseback to travel at all. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. JENIFEE, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 


[Inclosnre.] 

Headqxjaeters Foety-fipth ViRaimA Eeg-iment, 

^ February 2^ 1862. 

Colonel Jenifer: 

My Dear Sir : Your dispatch of this date just received. I received 
on yesterday a communication from Colonel Eeyuolds asking to be sup¬ 
ported. He stated that the enemy had halted between the Sewells, 
and that if I could not come to his succor to come at least as far as the 
Salt Sulphur. I sent him word in reply that I was ordered to Pack’s 
Ferry, and to advise you of my movements; that in obedience to your 
order I had posted several companies at Peterstown, and would station 
others at Pack’s Ferry and Jumping Branch, for the protection of this 
line, and that consequently, with my regiment thus disposed of, I could 
not support him. Sewell Mountain is distant from Lewisburg near forty 
miles. It would be next to impossible for me to get wagons there 
within five or six days. I shall, therefore, not revoke my answer of 
yesterday to Colonel Eeynolds, unless ordered to do so by you. I shall 
move from this point early to-morrow with five companies for Pack’s 
Ferry. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. E. PETEES, 

[5.] Lieutenant^ Colonel. 


Headquarters Departivient of Northern YiuaiNiA, 

Centerville^ February 4, 1862. 

General Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

Sir: To carry out instructions received from the Secretary of War, 
the acting inspector-general of this department was sent to examine 
into the condition of the troops in the Yalley District. The accom¬ 
panying papers contain all the pertinent information I have received 
from him. It is respectfully submitted to the Department. 

Most respectfriUy, your obedient servant, 

J. E. JOEhrSTOF, 

General. 
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[Inclosure No. 1.] 

Inspectoe-Geneeal’s Opfioe, Dept, op K. Yieoinia, 

Winchester, Jannary 31, 1862, 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Commanding Dejyartment of Iforthern Virginia: 

Genee.^ . # * * ordinary exponents, sickness and mortality, 
do not indicate remarkable suffering in tlie Talley troops. The medi¬ 
cal director’s report shows but little increase over that of the mild 
month of December; the mortality has been small, and the character 
of the sickness lighter than in the Potomac district. Beports of hard¬ 
ship and wretchedness have been sown broadcast through the country 
by discontented men and officers, but they are exaggerated, and I can¬ 
not discover the evidence of any ills not shared by the other troops in 
their routine of picket and other duty in front of Bull Bun. On the 
contrary, the fact that the most of these troops had the measles, &c., 
in the spring or early summer, thus avoiding the encounter of the 
sequels in bad weather, would indicate them as best prepared for win¬ 
ter service, comparatively. There was suffering in the march to Bath 
and Bomney in inclement weather, but mainly of a transient character. 
The other brigades did not suffer like those of General Boring’s com¬ 
mand. The trains of the latter were sometimes behindhand, but the 
difference may be inferred as one of inferior management. Hundreds 
who fell back here to hospitals were found by the doctors to have 
nothing the matter with them at all, and they stated they were encour¬ 
aged to come by their officers without medical certificates. There is 
evidently much moral discontent in the present Bomney command, 
owing to a disappointment in hopes of better position, winter quarters, 
and furloughs. In the recent expedition, its objects not being known 
it is stated that the character and conduct of the expedition wer 
openly denounced before the troops by officers, even in the highest place 
You will observe in a petition of officers forwarded by General Loring 
the point is made that Bomney is a point of no strategical value.” 
Information from our best citizens in Western Virginia indicates that 
the moral eff'ect of holding as much of this region as present military 
policy will permit is very desirable. I find the spirit throughout our 
troops everywhere, in regard tore-enlisting, is much injured by the per¬ 
verse views taken of the law giving furloughs conditional on re-enlist¬ 
ment, which they interpret as an effort to force them into service 
rather than draft on those who have staid at home. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. LAY, 

Lieut, Gol,, Asst, Adjt, Qen,^ Ins^p, Gen,^ JDejgt. of JV, Virginia, 


[InclosureNo. 2.] 

WUTOHESTBE, Va., January 31 [30 ?], 1862. 

Colonel LAT, 

Inspector-General, Army and of Norihem Virginia: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the total number of sick 
remaining in hospitals at the present time is 1,163. About 800 of these 
are from the command of Brigadier-General Loring; the remainder are 
from the First Brigade Virginia Volunteers, the militia, and cavalry. 
The sick from the last named have been accumulating for several 
months; those from General Boring’s army have been sent in during the 
last two or three weeks, and their diseases supposed to have been caused 
by the expedition to Bath and Bomney. I cannot tell how many 
were sent back daring that expedition, as no record has been turned 
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over to me by Surgeon Carriugton, medical director Army of the IN'orth- 
wcst. I know it must have been impossible for him to have kept an 
accurate record, owing to the confusion and crowded state of the hos¬ 
pitals, but since the 20th of this month from 30 to 100 men have daily 
been returned to their regiments, discharged cured from the hospitals. 
From this you will see that about 1,300 men were sent back to Win¬ 
chester (there being about 450 patients in hosi^itals before we left). At 
least 1,160 of the men returned to Winchester were from General Lor- 
ing^s array. Some of these were seriously sick; most of them labored 
under colds and catarrhs, and some were returned perfectly well. The 
great majority of the cases remaining in hospitals are catarrhal and are 
rapidly convalescing. 

Very respeotfiilly, your obedient servant, 

HXJNTEE MoGUIRE, 
Medical Director^ Amiy of Valley District. 

[Inclosure Xo. 3.] 

Winchester, Ya., January 31j 1862, 

Colonel Lay, 

Insjyector^General^ Department of Northern Virginia: 

Colonel: In the report which I had the honor to make yesterday, 
in regard to the sick of this army, I was unable to give the exact num¬ 
ber of deaths due to the expedition to Eomney and Bath. I believe, 
including casualties, the number of deaths resulting from the expedi¬ 
tion amounts to twenty-five or twenty-six. Compare the small amount 
of mortality with the large number reported sick (1,300), and it will be 
seen that the diseases in the large majority of cases were very slight, 
and in many did not exist at all. There were too mmj of the last 
fiass to believe it was altogether accidental, if other evidence was 
wanting to disprove it. In many oases the officers, some in high stand¬ 
ing, encouraged the men to return when there was no necessity for it. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUhlTEE McGUIEE, 

[5.] Medical Director^ Army of Valley District, 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldshoroughy February 4, 1862, 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding, &c,, New Berne: 

General : I wrote a partial and hurried reply to your letter of yester¬ 
day. In regard to the command in Hyde County, it is not as large as it 
ought to be, but I do not think it would be advisable to send the six com¬ 
panies of the Thirty-third there at this time. In all probability they 
would be intercepted in the passage by the enemy. If I properly under¬ 
stand the country, there are but few roads, and those through swamps 
which at this season must be impassable. Ought not Major Hall to Ml 
back upon the advance of the enemy and obstruct those roads so as to 
confine him to the coast and prevent his going out of the range of his 
ships’ cannon? It strikes me that he should be instructed to do so. A 
small force could keep a very large one at bay by throwing up breast¬ 
works across the roads. The canals and tide creeks ought also to be so 
obstructed as to prevent the passage of boats into the interior. In case 
of necessity I can see no difficulty in Major Hall’s withdrawing his 



Chap. LXHI.] 


CORRESPOISTDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 


463 


forces in small detachments. If you think it best to bring up Camp- 
belPs regiment do so, but replace them by a company of cavalry, and 
you might add a company of militia. I have just received a letter 
from Adjutant-General Martin ordering the Thirty-eighth Eegiment to 
Washington. I have sent an officer to receive them into'service. I 
can^t say when they will reach their destination. I have no intimation 
of any re-enforcements from Virginia. We will have to fight our own 
battles. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier-GeneraL 


Headquarters Forty-fifth Viroinia Eeobient, 

Paelc^s Ferry^ Monroe Gounty, Th-., February 6, 1862. 


General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Insjgector General G. S. Army: * 

General,: As instructed by an order from the War Department, I 
moved to this point with the regiment under my command at the earli¬ 
est practicable moment after receiving it. I advised Colonel Jenifer 
of my movement, as I was also instructed to do. On reaching Peters- 
town I was met by a courier from him with an order to leave four 
companies of my regiment at that point, to station two at this ferry and 
two at the Jumping Branches, distant from this place seven miles in 
the direction of Ealeigh Court-House. Four companies were, accord¬ 
ing to this order, left at Peterstown. I shall post two here and take 
three companies to the Jumping Branches. I am induced to this last 
step in consequence of the importance of the point and from the fact 
that my companies are not very large. My march to this place was 
very trying to my men and horses in consequence of the recent heavy 
rains and the consequent bad condition of the roads. I was delayed 
somewhat by high water, and am at present not able to mov-e from this 
point on account of a very heavy rain last night rendering the passage 
of New Biver hazardous. Day before yesterday I received a dispatch 
from Col. A. W. Eeynolds in which it was stated that the enemy were 
advancing upon Lewisburg, and calling upon me for succor. I at once 
forwarded the dispatch to Colonel Jenifer. In reply he instructed me 
to send the four companies left at Peterstown to the Salt Sulphur 
Springs. I at once dispatched Maj. W, H. Wei'th, of this regiment, 
to Peterstown to take command of these companies and to proceed 
with them to that point. I have since learned that the enemy, who 
were represented as advancing upon Lewisburg in force, were nothing 
more than a predatory party who advanced as far as Sewell Mountam 
for the purpose of thrashing some wheat which they learned was in 
its vicinity, and who retreated in great haste, leaving the wheat upon 
receiving intelligence that a force was marching against them. From 
all I can gather there can, I suppose, be no doubt that they have fallen 


back. 

I regard it as impossible to get provisions from Petersto'wn to this 
point by wagon. The roads are deeper than I have ever known them, 
and the flat-lands along the river submerged. I can subsist the ^rt 
of mv regiment here at present from the surrounding country, me 
supply of provisions is very-limited, from the fact that it was in a gr®at 
measure consumed by the force operating here last summer and tall, 
and from the additional fact thatiu consequence of the scarcity ot salt 
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very few hogs have been slaughtered. To meet the exigency I have 
resolved to make the experiment of transporting by canoes provisions 
from near Peterstown to this place. I believe it is entirely practicable 
to do so. I learn that the people in this vicinity, and ten or fifteen 
miles below this point, have been in the habit of transporting their salt 
in this way from the Mercer Salt Wells. I have ordered two canoes 
to be prepared, each forty feet in length. Each of these will bear from 
2,000 to 2,500 pounds. If the experiment succeeds each canoe will 
bring to this point ten barrels of flour. The trip can be made from 
Pack’s Ferry to Shanklin’s Ferry (five miles from Peterstown) and back 
in less than two days. Such transportation, if practicable to this 
point, will be equally so as far as Eichmoiid or Bowyer’s Ferry, not 
more than twelve miles from the junction of Gauley and ISTew Eivers, 
and may be easily and quickly increased to any extent, thus removing 
a leading difficulty in the way of concentrating a force in this portion 
of the State. 1 would here take the liberty of calling your attention 
to the advisability of having some general and controlling head to the 
forces at present in Western Virginia. I have been unofficially informed 
that Colonel Heth has been assigned to the command of the forces 
here. If this be so I think the public interest would be subserved 
by having him present. The force (three regiments. Forty-fifth, 
Twenty-second, and Eighth Cavalry) would justify, if it does not demand 
it. I make this suggestion, not because of any lack of co operation 
between myself and Colonel Jenifer, but because I think the force 
here (part of which is not subject to his command, Twenty-second 
Eegiment) if concentrated and proi)erly directed might be made 
eflective otherwise than as a defensive one. I have not been able 
to learn the exact strength of the enemy at Ealeigh Court-House. Prom 
ill I have been able to gather, I am inclined to the opinion that it does 
lot exceed 600. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. E. PETEES, 

[5.] JjmitenanU Colonel, Comdg, Forty-fifth Virginia Regiment, 


Headquartees Department of Korth Carolina, 

Goldshorough, Fehrxiary 6', 1862, 

Brig. Gen, L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding Forces, &g,, Isfew Berne, N, G, : 

General: Your two letters of the 4th instant were received yester¬ 
day, but too late to be answered- I, however, read and returned Major 
Hall’s letter. I do not know from whom I received my idea of Hyde 
County; probably from a very reliable citizen of North Carolina.” I 
regret that we have not a sufficient force to spare a part for that 
county. If you have received the 5,000 pounds of powder referred to 
in the inclosed dispatch you will have an ample supply for the subma¬ 
rine batteries and all other purposes about New Berne, and might add 
a little to the supply at Fort Macon. In case the 5,000 pounds has 
been received I would by all means load and plant the submarine bat¬ 
teries. If but one is successfully exjiloded it will strike more terror 
into our enemies than all the other batteries put together. It is hidden 
danger that iieople most fear. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier- General, Commanding, 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

1^0.31. 5 Sielmond, Felrruary 7,1802. 

TI. Maj, Archer Anderson, Provisional Army, will report without 
delay to Major-General Holmes, commanding Aquia District, for duty 
as assistant adjutant-general. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

Ji^O. WITHEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Leesbubo, Ya., Felruary 7, 1862, 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War^ G, 8, A.: 

Sib: With the approbation of the general commanding the Army of 
the Potomac, three forts were begun at this place. One is complete, 
capable of holding 400 men and twenty-four guns. It can only be 
taken by a re^ilar siege. Another is about half done, and a third has 
a good deal of work done on it. These three forts, when finished, 
properly manned, and supplied with ordnance will secure this wealthy 
county and effectually prevent the long-contemplated flank movement 
on Manassas, I would therefore respectfully ask for an increase of 
force here, and for guns of long range to be placed in position in the 
forts. 

With ^reat respect, H. H. HILL, 

Brigadier- General. 

[iPirst indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 
Genterville, February 10,1862. 

Bespectfully forwarded to tlie Secretary of War, whose favorable 
consideration of the suggestion of General Hill is earnestly asked. 
The positioD is a very important one. ^ JOHKSTON, 

General. 

[Second indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General : 

What kind of guns are wanted for these forts J ^ BBHJAMIH.] 

[Third indorsement.] 

Two rifled guns of long range (4-inch and 6-inch rifled guns) ^ave 
been sent. Besides those he has received, within a short time, tlmee 
3-iuch rifled pieces. Same kind of guns would answer, and 8-inch 
siege howitzers, which are being made here slowly. t 

^ [S. OOOPBE.] 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

Bichmond, Felrimry 9,1862. 

Hrigadier-G-eneral Lorino, 

Winchester, Va.: 

Sir* The President has determined to recognize your services m the 
past campaign by promoting you to the rank 
nomination, "vrill be submitted to Congress to-morr 
30 R E—VOL LI, FT II 
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orders tlirough the commander-iu-chief of the Department of lj5*orthern 
Yirginia to report at headquarters here, the design of the President 
being to assign you to command in Georgia under General Lee. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

J. P. BEISTJAMIK 

[5.] Secretary of \Ydr. 


GoL-DSBonoxTan, February 10j 1862. 

J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of 'War: 

Dispatch of this date received. Orders will be issued. Will send a 
regiment of infantry to Hamilton on the Eoanoke with instructions to 
move down the river as low as Jamesville. Please order a light battery 
to Enfield to proceed down and join the infantry. 

R. C. GATLIK, 

[0. ] Brigadier- General. 


Hbadquaetees Depaetment of North Carolina, 

Goldshorougli^ February '7d, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding Forces^ If etc Berne: 

General : Your letter of the 9th instant has been received. A dis¬ 
patch from General Huger was received this morning, stating that 
Roanoke Island fell into the hands of the enemy at 2.30 p. m., eitlier 
Saturday or Sunday, I do not exactly understand which. I will send 
a regiment of infantry to Hamilton with instructions to move down as 
low as Jamesville, and will telegraph Governor Clark to send the 
Thirty-eighth, under his orders for Washington, to the Roanoke. Don’t 
send any of your troops for the present. Let us wait until we learn 
more of the designs of the enemy. Your letter of this date received. 
Of course Major Hall should have a large discretion, but he ought not 
to abandon tlie county without imperious necessity. It may be that 
the enemy may direct their attention entirely to the northeast for the 
present. 

In haste, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. C. GATLIN, 

[9,] Brigadier- General. 


Tai>pahannook, February 12^ 1862. 

Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, 

Secretary of State, G. 8, A., JRichniond, Ya.: 

My Dear Sir: Your note forwarded by Mr. Baird was duly received. 
I shall take great pleasure in appointing him on my staff as volunteer 
aide should I receive the commission you speak of. I take the liberty of 
inclosing a copy of a letter which I have transmitted to General Holmes’ 
office, in hopes that you may see the necessity of the instructions 1 ask 
for. Our recent misibrtunes, and, in fact, the invariable success of the 
enemy’s fleets over our batteries, should put us on our guard, and if 
this is to be a stand-point we should not lose a moment in preparing for 
the emergency. 

[ am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

G. E. PICKETT. 
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[Secretary of War:] 

My Dear Sir : I inclose you General Pickett’s letter. I earnestly 
beg that tlie necessary order should be given. 

E. M. T. HUlffTEK. 


[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters District or Lower Eappahannook, 

Taj^pahannodk^ February 1862. 

Maj. S. B. French, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ Brooke’^s Station^ Ya.: 

Major: I have the honor to report that I have recently returned 
from Middlesex. I accompanied Col. G. W. 0. Lee, aide to the Presi¬ 
dent (who was on a tour inspecting the defenses of the Bappahannock), 
to XJrbana. After a careful examination of the charts and the situation 
of the ground, «&c., in the vicinity of that village, he came to the con¬ 
clusion, which agreed with my former reports to the major general 
commanding, that by placing one rifled gun on a projecting point from 
a cxuarter to a half mile above the town, and the other two rifled guns 
(which came down to-day and which I have for warded with ammunition 
to Colonel Brockenbrough) on some bluffs immediately opposite. The 
river not being over a mile and three-quarters in width, we wnll be 
enabled effectually to keep off the blockading steamers and the river 
open for navigation above that point. These guns carry two miles, and 
the distance across the river is very little greater than at Gray’s Point, 
and the position much more secure from an attack. I would respect¬ 
fully ask the general’s instructions with regard to Fort Lowry. They 
are at a stand-still there at present. The engineer, Captain Howard, 
laid his plans before the Engineer Bureau in Bichmond. It seems 
that they have some scheme about a casemate battery which wiU 
be bomb-proof and shelter the men at the guns entirely, except from a 
direct shot through the embrasure. It will doubtless be the best plan 
with our not over well drilled troops, and our late misfortunes with our 
batteries should put us on our guard. My object is to get the general 
to obtain at once an order from the War Department or the isavy 
Department, whichever has the control of it, to givens the ;^n and 
let us go to work without delay. We have no time to lose. We can¬ 
not tell at what moment the Burnside or some other expedition may be 
upon us. Moments are precious, and so soon as I know what to do i 
will put a force at work of sufficient numbers to enable us to get ready 
for the enemy. At present we wmuld stand but a feeble chance against 
a well-organized fleet. I have waited for some time 
expectation of some definite instructions froni Bichmond, but recer^ 
nothing. Please lay this matter fully before the general commandmg. 

I am, major, very respecttully, your ^ p 

Golonelj G, S. Provisional Army^ Gommanding. 

P. S.—-There is a large steamer at the mouth of the rWer in ^ 
the smaller one (the Dawn) which was crippled • 

Captain Ourell, from WMtestone, sends 

is a two-decker; that he could see distmctly with his glass two ro\ys 

G. E. P. 
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Eiohmond, Ya., February 12^ 1862, 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

SiE: I do 3iot know who tke officer [is] General Johnston refers to as 
making reports of my command. I heard that Colonel Lay had come 
as far as Winchester, for some purpose or other, while my command 
was at Eomney. I state this for your information. I respectfully ask 
whether General Johnston has any authority over my command, a 
separate army, which went upon invitation of General Jackson to co¬ 
operate with the expedition against the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. W. LOEmG, 
Brigadier- General, 

When the troops were put upon duty in the department commanded 
by General Johnston they unquestionably became subject to his orders, 

JEFF^N- BAYIS. 

[5.] 


Headquarters Department of Norfolk, 

Forfolhj Va,, February 12j 1862, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Bichmondy Va. : 

Sir : I received your telegraph of last evening directing if I have a 
field battery to spare [to] send it to Bdenton, N. O,, to co-operate-with a 
regiment sent by General Gatlin to Hamilton, in the Eoanoke. I have 
detached two batteries, one near Winton, on the Ohowau Eiver, the 
other near South Mills, end of Dismal Swamp Canal, and have none to 
spare 5 and, if I had, could not send it to Edenton, N, 0., to goto Ham¬ 
ilton, as the enemy hold Albemarle Sound. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. HUGEE, 

[O.j Major-General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of Northern Yircinia, 

No. 24. j February 13y 1862, 

Maj. A. H. Cole, quartermaster, Provisional Army, 0. S., will, in ad¬ 
dition to his duties on the personal staff of the commanding general, 
perform those of inspector of field transportation. 

By command of General Johnston: 

A. P. MASON, 

[5,] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


War Department, 0. S. A., 
Bichmondy February 13y 1862. 

The President: 

Sir : I respectfully submit the reply of General Loring to the charges 
preferred by General Jackson.* It does not seem to me that any 
advantage to the service can result from continuing the investigation 
of these charges, but I feel the want of experience in military matters 


See Vol. V, p. 1070. 
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too sensibly to take the decision on myself. Will you be sfood enough 
to give me your instructions on the subject. 

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 

Secretary of War. 

[Indorsement.] 

Secretary or War: 

i The second specification to the second charge would seem to refer to 
the regulation against deliberations or discussions by military men with 
a view to cast censure or confer praise upon their superiors or others in 
the military service. The answer of General Loring is that the petition 
was a statement of and submitted to obtain relief for the troops. The 
paper should have been sent through the prescribed channel of corre¬ 
spondence. There is a question of fact as to the words charged in the 
^ first specification to the second charge, and the answer of General 
' Loring shows that he could not have intended to commit an act of 
insubordination. The good of the service does not, it is believed, 
require a court-martial, but as General Johnston has submitted an 
inquiry evincing his opinion that a trial is proper, it is proper that he 
should have a copy of the answer of General Loring and the decision on 
the case, viz, that the charges will not be prosecuted. 

[5.] JEFFN DAYIS. 

^ - 


Goldsborottg-h, February 13, 1862. 
Governor H. T. Clark, Raleigh: 

One company of the Thirty-eighth Eegiment is“at Weldon; the other 
companies went down the Eoanoke yesterday. The Thirty-fourth was 
at Halifax last night. Orders were sent yesterday for the Thirty-eighth 
to go to Weldon and the Thirty-fourth to take charge of the lower river if 
it can be or has been blocked up; if not, then for both to go to Weldon. 

E. 0. GATLIhT, 

[9. ] Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Department op Korth Carolina, 

Goldsboroughy February 13^ 1862. 

Brig. Gen. J. E. Anderson, 

Oommanding, <fcc., Wilmington: 

General : Captain Munn has been supplied with ammunition, but 
as I have under consideration the project of withdrawing the ^ns from 
Huggins’ Island I decline to make any change in the district at this 
time. I have no certain news of the movement of Burnside. I pre¬ 
sume, however, from what I have heard, that his design is to ascend 
the Chowan^ get possession of the Norfolk railroad, and form one of 
the columns for Norfolk or Eichmond. He may also have an eye for 
Weldon, I made a mistake in forwarding two regiments for the Eoan¬ 
oke defenses, supposing that troops would be sent from Eichmond to 
hold the bridge while I blocked up the river and made its ascent 
impracticable. I have been disappointed about the re-enforcements, 
and so have ordered one of the regiments to Weldon and shall be 
uneasy until I learn it is there. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[ 9 ,] Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 
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Headquartees Department of I^Torth Carolina, 

Ooldshoroughj February 13,1862, 

Brig, Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding, (&g,, We-io Berne, N, 0,: 

General: I regret that there should be occasion to change your 
assistant adjutant-general at this time. I do not think ifc practicable 
to get the appointment for Eobinson with higher rank than that of 
major. As to a clerk or secretary, I have one in the adjutant-general’s 
office about whom there seems to be some difficulty. The Quartermaster- 
General writes that it is not for his department to pay either him or the 
messenger, and the Adjutant-General will not reply to my letter of 
inquiry as to whose department the pay should be looked for. In 
regard to casemating the guns, I can see but ohe plan which could be 
adopted without making greater alterations than we can at present 
spare the time for. It would decrease the number of guns but add 
much to their efficiency, and each gun might be casemated separately, 
though as the work progresses it should be united. The plan is this: 
Let two rows of strong posts, say wsixteen inches or more in diameter, 
be set in the ground about twenty feet apart, and a heavy plate placed 
on each row to give a support to the roof. Around these construct a 
traverse of sufficient thickness to resist the enemy’s shot. This trav¬ 
erse of itself might be sufficient to support the roof. The roof might 
be made of square timbers, as large as you could conveniently obtain— 
not less than sixteen or eighteen inches—^laid parallel with the parapet; 
these covered with plank laid perpendicular to the logs, the joints bat¬ 
tened and tarred over to prevent leaking, and all covered over with 
about eight feet of earth. Such a roof would be bomb-proof. The 
coiling should be about two feet above the parapet, to give play to the 
gun. In consequence of the barbette carriages being used the embra¬ 
sure could not be much reduced, as it would have to run from one 
traverse to the other. Though the plan does not offer perfect protec¬ 
tion to the gunners it does protect them from the shells in a great 
degree. The outer or front log might be plated with iron—railroad— 
where exposed. I send a sketch,’^ but I am fearful you will neither 
understand the poor drawing nor worse description. If you could only 
get four guns thus casemated they would add greatly to your strength. 
I hope the breast-works for infantry are complete, and have their flanks 
protected by river and swamps, so that they cannot be turned. That 
is absolutely necessary. In regard to the enemy we know but little. 
I hear that much excitement exists in Eichmond in consequence of liis 
proximity to the railroads from Norfolk to Eoanoke and the Eoanoke 
bridges. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier-General, 


Ealeioh, N. 0., February 13,1862. 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States of America: 

Sir : I am instructed by the convention of the people of North Caro¬ 
lina, now in session in this city, to inclose you the accompanying reso¬ 
lutions this day agreed to, and respectfully ask your early attentioTi to 
the same. 


Not found. 
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Accept assurances of tlie highest consideration, with which I am, 
your obedient servant,* 


W. F. EDWAEDS, 
President of the Convention. 


[Inclosure.] 


ItESOLUTIONS requesting tlie President of the Confederate States to send certain 
regiments hack to Wilmington. 


1. Besolved by the delegates of the peo'gle of North GaroVma in conven¬ 
tion assembled. That the President of the Confederate States be, and is 
biereby, requested to order Colonel Clingman’s and Colonel Radclid'e’s 
regiments of infantry, and Captain Moore’s company of light artillery, 
back to the town of Wilmington, K. 0., from which point they were 
temporarily moved some months since to assist in repelling the invasion 
at Port Eoyal, together with such forces as can be spared for the defense 
of that portion of the State, which at any moment is liable to be attacked 
by the enemy, and the present military force there being altogether 
insufiacient for its defense. 

2. Resolved further, That the President of the Confederate States be 
requested to provide immediately for increasing and strengthening the 
defenses of our eastern coast, now threatened at New Berne, Washing¬ 
ton, Plymouth, Edenton, and Beaufort, and to this end that oiir Eep- 
resentatives in Congress be requested to call upon the President in a 
body and make known the wishes of this convention. 

3. Resolved further^ That the president of the convention transmit 
immediately to the President of the Confederate States of America a 
copy of the foregoing resolutions, and also cause a copy to be sent to 
our Delegates in the Provisional Congress of the Confederate States of 
America. 

A true copy : 

WALTEE L. STEELE, 

[9.] Secretary of Gorivention. 


State of North Carolina, Executive Department, 

Raleigh^ February 13, 1862. 

Hon. J, P. Benjamin, &o. : 

Mt Dear Sir: The fall of Eoanoke Island, the key to all the rich 
northeastern counties of the State, has made a most i:>rofound and sad 
and discouraging impression on our people. Without the means of full 
information, t^hey think they have been neglected by the authorities at 
Eichmond, and that the value of this position has not been appreciated 
by them. The enemy can, and doubtless will, commit depredations to 
the extent of many millions in value of property iu the rich country on 
the sounds, and will remain at his ease and with impunity where he 
can obtain any amount of supplies for his army. But worse than all, 
the conviction seems to have seized on the public mind in that section 
that he can readily advance on Suffolk and thus entirely cut off sup¬ 
plies to Norfolk or to Weldon and take possession of the raihoads 
there; also that he can destroy Washington, New Beime, Plymouth, 
Edenton, and other towns on the two sounds of Pamlico and Albe¬ 
marle, or advance from them at his leisure. Now, my dear sir, as your 
friend and the friend of our cause, I entreat you to have something 

*See Davis to Edwards, February 21, 1862, Yol. IX, p. 437. 
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done soon—at once—^to restore public confidence and reassure our 
people that everything is done for them at Richmond that can be. 
We have nearly forty regiments in the Confederate service, and but 
very few of them in ISTorth Carolina. Could not a portion of them or 
others in their place be spared for our defense^ I write you in haste, 
shortly but in earnest, and beg you to consider our critical situation 
in this State, both on eastern and western border. I am here as an 
adviser and aide to the Governor, and am in a position to know fully 
the state of public opinion. I can assure you there is great uneasiness 
for the future, as well as much complaint against the past. I indulge 
in neither, but write you as a friend, knowing fully what I say. 

Truly and sincerely, yours, 

D. M. BAEEINGEE. 

[9.] 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 37. J Richmond^ February 14^ 1862, 

^ # # 

XIY. The Fifty-seventh Regiment Virginia Volunteers, under Col. 
Lewis A. Armistead, will proceed without delay to Sufiblk, Va., and 
report for duty to Major-General Huger, commanding Department of 
Norfolk. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[9.] Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 


EALEian, February 15^ 1862, 

J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

There is the greatest demand on me for ai’ms. Can I have those 
manufactured at Fayetteville Arsenalj also 100 rifles'? They shall be 
returned or accounted for. Answer quick. 

HENRY T. CLARK. 


[9.j 


Richmond, February 15^ 1862, 

Maj. Gen, J. B. MAaRXJDER, 

YorMowUj Va,: 

Sir: The War Department finds it necessary to impress slaves and 
free negroes to extend and complete the fortifications in the Peninsula. 
You will therefore call upon the citizens of Dinwiddie County, by 
direction of the Secretary of War, to send forthwith one-half of their 
male slaves between the ages of sixteen and fifty to execute this work 
on the Peninsula. The negroes will be paid for at the rate of $10 
mouth, and will receive an ample supply of provisions, the money to 
be paid by the Engineer Department to their masters promptly at the 
places where they may work. Payment will be made personally to tiie 
free negroes or to such agents as may be legally authorized by them, 
the cost of transportation to be paid by the Government. The sheriffs 
of the counties will collect the free negroes and turn them over to the 
Government agent at any place in the county designated by the latter, 
and a fair compensation will be allowed the sheriff by the Engineer 
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Department for Ms trouble, to be paid at the Engineer Office in Eich- 
mond upon tne production by him of a receipt from the agent acknowl¬ 
edging the delivery of the^ free negroes. The bearer of this, Mr. Junius 
Eamb, is authorized to give receipts for the negroes, slave and ffiee, 
and from that time the Government of the Confederate States will be 
responsible for the slaves according to the laws of Virginia, with the 
additional responsibility for their value should they escape to the 
enemy or be injured by him.^ These negroes will be sent to the nearest 
wharves or railroad dexiots, in accordance with instructions to be given 
by the agent. Cost of transportation will be paid at the Engineer 
Office upon the production of evidence signed by the agent that it has 
been furnished. In order to facilitate the collection of the negroes, the 
Government agent may appoint sub-agents, two of whose negroes will 
be released as a compensation for the work. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 

E. H. CHILTON, 

[^*] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldshoroughj Felruary 17^ 1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Richmond^ Ta.: 

General : I have the honor to report that we have received no news 
of the enemy upon our coast since the fall of Eoanoke Island other than 
a rumor to-day from Portsmouth, N. C., that some seven additional 
steamers had arrived at Hatteras. I had the honor to not^ you on 
the 15th instant of the disposition of the small force at my disposal for 
the protection of the bridge and railroad at Weldon. Major-General 
Martin, general-in-chief of the forces in North Carolina, has by a recent 
order called out the militia in the district of Brigadier-General Wise 
and of the counties bordering on the Eoanoke Elver in this department. 
The whole militia force of these counties having been called out, you 
will perceive that it wOl be necessary to have an additional brigadier- 
general ordered to report to me for service in that section, or some 
confusion will arise in consequence of a conflict of rank between the 
militia brigadier-generals and the colonels of regiments in the service 
of the Confederacy. I designed to have intrusted the defense of that 
section of tho country to Col. Collett Leventhorpe, Thirty-fourth Eegi- 
ment North Carolina Troops, in whom I have great confidence. Colonel 
L. is an English gentleman, who served for many years in the British 
service, resigned his captaincy some eight years ago, married and set¬ 
tled in the western part of this State, and entered our army when 
elected colonel of the regiment raised in his section. I have just 
received a dispatch from him in which he expresses doubt as to the 
practicability of blocking up the Eoanoke in consequence ot the present 
stage of water, and fears that the enemy’s boats cannot be prevented 
by the small force under his command from ascending the river. The 
militia who have been called out are badly armed, and but a small por¬ 
tion of them can be taken from their homes in consequence of the great 
number of slaves in the counties to which they belong. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, mr -nr 

E. 0, GATLIN, 

j Brigadier- General^ Comma/nding^ 
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State op North Carolina, Executive Department, 

Raleigh^ February 17,1862. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War, Richmond: 

Sir : I have the i)leasure of announcing to you that our recent dis¬ 
aster and the invasion of our State has infused quite a spirit of volun¬ 
teering for the war. Within the last two days seven companies have 
tendered themselves, and I hear of many more recruiting successfully. 
We have a large contract for Mississippi rifles, but it will be some 
weeks before any of them are delivered, and until then the State has 
no arms. But I understand that you will arm all troops for the war, 
and upon the faith of that the above companies have been accepted 
and will be tendered to the Confederacy as soon as organized into a 
regiment. The companies are ordered forthwith to Weldon, in camp, 
where, with arms in their hands while drilling, they may be ready for 
any emergency along our lines, now so much threatened. If you will 
immediately send 600 arms to Weldon, addressed to our adjutant-general, 
Martin, they will be in time to enable these men to render most valuable 
service at a point where they may be so much needed. If you can com¬ 
ply with this requisition please inform me by telegraph. I took the first 
opportunity of abandoning the plan of receiving twelve-months^ men, 
and will receive only those for three years or the war, and I would be 
glad to know explicitly if our recruits for the war outside <yf the 
twelve-months’ volunteer regiment will be entitled to your proffered 
bounty of $50 as soon as they are mustered into your service. 

Yery respectfully, 

HENEY T. CLAEK. 

P. S.—Since writing the above, received your telegram oli'ering 100 
rifles. Direct them immediately, with their equipment, to General E. C- 
Gatlin, Goldsborough. 

[9.1 H. T. 0. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppioe, 

No. 40. ) Richmond, February 18,1862. 

m ^ m m 

y. Capt. Greenlee Davidson’s comi)any Virginia light artillery hav¬ 
ing been accepted into the service of the Confederate States for the 
war, will report at once to Brig. Gen. J. H. AVinder, commanding Depart¬ 
ment of Henrico, for duty at the camp of instruction, near this city. 

4k # # 

XIX. Colonel Eansom, with the cavalry under his cominaiul (the 
Ninth North Carolina Eegiment Volunteers, First Cavalry), will pro¬ 
ceed to Suffolk, Va., without delay and report to Major-General Huger, 
commandiug Department of Norfolk, 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[4 and 5.] Assistant Adjutant-Oenerak 


Headquarters Department op North Carolina, 

Goldsborough, Febr%iary IS, 1862. 

Brig. Gen, L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding Forces, dec.. New Berne, N. 0.: 

General: Tour letter of the 16th instant has just reached me. I 
approve of Major Hall’s evacuation of Hyde County under your orders, 
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and I also approve of the disposition you i>ropose to make of the force, 
unless ou after-consideration you should deem it advisable to keep a 
small force, say the two companies of the Seventeenth Regiment, at 
Leaksville, to give some sort of protection to the people of Hyde against 
their slaves. I supi^ose they could safely retire upon the approach of 
a large force of the enemy. I am under the impression that Lieutenant- 
OolonelJohnstonwas ordered to proceed to Washington and collect the 
fragments of his regiment. If I am in error please give him the neces¬ 
sary orders to do so and to report by letter to his colonel, Martin. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. 0. GATLIN, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 

Note. —I think a company was raised in Hyde for special service 
and local defense. That company ought either to be disbanded or left 
in the county or elsewhere, according to the terms of its original muster. 

E. 0. G., 

[9.1 Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldshorouglij February 19^ 1802. 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding District of the Pamlico, Ifew Berne, If. C.: 

General : Yesterday I wrote you in regard to Barker’s Island. I 
have also determined to withdraw the troops (Munn’s company) from 
Huggins’ Island, and have directed an order to be issued to that effect. 
The adjutant-general will inclose a copy to you. After you have secured 
your front in the best manner the means at your disposal will permt 
it will be necessary that you should look to the i^ossibility of being 
compelled by a superior force to retire, to fix upon the line of retrea^t 
and the next point you design to hold. It would be well to communi¬ 
cate to the field officers the route to be followed in case of retreat and 
the next line you intend to occupy. This is the more necessary as your 
troops are not veteran. As to the new line, I am not sufficiently 
acQiminted with the localities to advise, but the first defensible line 
should be adopted. I am told that a creek taking its rise not far from 
the Trent enters the Neuse some nine miles above New Berne and that 
the river iust below its mouth is not navigable for boasts drawing more 
than three feet of water. It would be well to have this examined into, 
and if found defensible to adopt it as a last resort; if indefensible, then 
a point still farther this way. I am not particularly apprehensive ot a 
defeat of our arms, but prudence demands that m a detensiye war we 
should be prepared for all contingencies. In connection with this you 
will also see the necessity of every company being provided ^th at 
least one wagon to remove its camp and garrison equipage, the loading 
of which should be attended to as soon as the enemy appear m sight 
and the wagons sent a safe distance and parked. The guns removed 
from Harker’s and Huggins’ Islands might be used f® 

on this new line, and it would Probably prevent a disoideily rout, m 
case our people are compelled to retreat, to know that they have a 
dSisible^line to fall behind. I hope you will take these suggestions 
in |ood part and adopt them as far as practicable. 
however! but that you have already given your attention to the matte^ 
Allow me to sav that I hear the defenses at Roanoke Island failed in 
consequence o/the supposed impassability of two 
Sf the breast-works, which, however, the enemy found passable. This 
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must be looked to iu our intrencbments, and the flanks so secured 
as to make them impassable to the enemy. Our late misfortunes in 
Tennessee should make us anxious to retrieve our fortunes, and to do 
this we should not rest night or day imtil we are fully prepared. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0, GATLIN, 

[0.| Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Headquakters Department op North Carolina, 

Ooldsborongh, February 20,1862. 

His Exeellenc}’^ Henry T. Clark, 

Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh: 

Governor: The enemy are again moving in the sound, and will 
expose their designs iu a very short time. I have received two dis¬ 
patches from Weldon this morning. Colonel Leventhorpe reports six 
steamers in the mouth of the Eoanoke. His dispatch is dated near 
Williamston, and is telegraphed from Weldon, but the time of its being 
wi'itten i.s not given. Colonel Clarke, Twenty-fourth Eegiment, says: 
“A courier left Salmon Creek, mouth of Chowan, yesterday at 2 p. m,, 
and reports eight large steamers going up the Chowan Eiver, six 
apparently loaded with troops.’’ 

Very respectfullj’’, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters Department op North Carolina, 

Goldsborough, February 21,1862. 

His Excellency Henry T, Clark, 

Governor of North Carolina : 

Governor: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters of the 17th and 19th instant. Your request iu regard to Ean- 
dolph’s and Boothe’s companies has been attended to; Brigadier-General 
Branch instructed to send them to report to Colonel Leventhorpe at 
Williamston if he can possibly spare them. The troops sent from 
Virginia to Garysburg, referred to by General Martin, were not placed 
at my disposal, but directed to report to General Huger. A telegram 
received late last night informs me that Colonel Clarke had been ordered 
with his forces to Franklin Depot. I have seen a dispatch from Peters¬ 
burg this morning, in which it is stated that the enemy landed at 
Winton yesterday and were driven to their boats by Col, Solomon 
Williams’ regiment. I presume it was a reconnoitering party. I inclose 
a communication* from Colonel Littlejohn, which shows a bad state of 
things in that section. Unless we could spare a much larger force than 
we can for that county, I think some persuasive means should be used 
to bring the people in the right track. Some one in whom they have 
confidence ought to be sent among them to point out the consequences 
of their unpatriotic conduct, and to persuade them that if they will not 
take up arms in our cause, at least to abstain from joining the enemy, 
and thus bringing ruin upon themselves and their neighbors. It is a 
delicate matter, and should be placed in judicious hands, 

' Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

^ Nnf, fmiTHl. 
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Hbadqtjaetbes Depaexment of Hoeth Carolina 

-D ■ T -D OoUshorough, February 21,1862. 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, " ’ 

Oommanding Forces, <Sig., Few Berne; 


Gbneral: I have examined the Yankee accounts of the fights at 
Eoanoke Island and Port Donelson, and am satisfied that in both 
instances their gun-boats were beaten off by the batteries. At neither 
place did they silence a battery. This ought to be made knoirn to our 
troops. I have seen a dispatch from the operator at Petersburg -which 
makes the disaster at Port Donelson a dear-bought victory to the Yan¬ 
kees. He says they describe their killed and -wounded as terribly large; 
count them by acres; say not companies or regiments but brigades 
■were cut to pieces. Grant that it may be so. The enemy landed at 
Wintou yesterday, but -were driven to theh boats by Col. Solomon Will¬ 
iams’ regiment; no other particulars. The two companies of cavalry 
seem to be much required on the Boauoke, -where much disaffection 
seems to exist. I hope you can spare either the two companies n am e d 
or two others, and will send them with dispatch. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


House of Dbleoates, February 24,1862. 

The President : 

Sir : I am instructed by the committee appointed under the inclosed 
resolution to inquire at what hour to-morrow it will be convenient to 
receive them. 

cry rcspcctiiilly« 

JAS. BAEBOUE. 


[Inclosure.] 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to ascertain from the 
Confederate Executive in what way the General Assembly of Virgmia 
can most efficiently co-operate with and aid the Confederate authorities 
not only in strengthening the defenses of the city of Eichmond but in 
protecting generally the territory of the Commonwealth, and that they 
report with as little delay as practicable. 

Agreed to by House of Delegates February 24,1862. 

WM. P. GOEDOE, Jr., 

ClerTi Mouse of Delegates. 

Committee: Messrs. Barbour, Hunter, Newton, Edmunds, Wynne, 
Forbes, and Tomlin. 

[5.] 


Camp Fisher, February 24, {1862\. 

[Maj. Gen. S. G. Pebnoh:] 

My Dear Geiteral : Consult with Chatard and other na-^y officers 
and ascertain their opinion as to whether your guns can be moved by 
water either by the Page or by boats to Aquia Creek, and let me know 
at once. General J. wishes to know. 

Very truly, yours, 

16.1 


WHITING. 
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General W. H. 0. Whiting : 


Headquarters, 
JEvansportj February 24^ 1862, 


General: I have maturely considered your dispatch, and I have 
counseled with Captain Chatard, 0. S. Kavy, and Col. J. J. Pettigrew. 
Captain Chatard, under the existing circumstances, deems it impracti¬ 
cable. Colonel Pettigrew thinks a part might be put on rafts and got 
to Aquia Creek. For my part I deem the attempt to get them there 
by water with our means, in the face of the enemy, impracticable and 
hazardous. The steamers guard the river closely and the enemy from 
the opposite shore see everything at the batteries, and you may rest 
assured that by the time two-thirds of them are dismounted it will be 
discovered and an attack be made by the steamers and from the guns 
opposite. To-day two siege guns have been brought down into the 
center of an open held, where they now are and opposite Cockpit; one 
Wt is near them and two sentries guard them. If the guns are to be 
removed let it be by land and let preparations be made first to get 
them to Aquia, thence by boats to Aquia Creek. But as I have said, 
before they can be all removed I am sure it will be discovered and 
invite attack. Last night a steamer came up in the dense fog and 
threw a few shells at us. 

Tours, very respectfully, 

S. G. FEENCH, 

[5,] Major- General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldsborough, February 24^ 1862, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Biclmondj Va,: 

General : Since my last report of the forces sent to defend the rail¬ 
road bridge at Weldon and to protect the inhabitants in that section 
of the State I have added to it one company of cavalry, and four other 
cavalry companies are now en route to Bertie and Northampton Coun¬ 
ties. They will probably reach their destination before the week is 
over. I have just received from Colonel Clarke, Twenty-fourth Eegi- 
ment North Carolina Troops, commanding at Murfreesborough, a copy 
of a letter of instructions from Brigadier-General Eandolph, dated at that 
place on the 23d instant, directing him to assume command of the forces 
between the Chowan and Eoanoke Eivers, &c. I infer from this that 
Brigadier-General Eandolph has been invested by the War Department 
with authority to assume command over a portion of the Department 
of North Carolina, although I have received no intimation of it from 
your office or from Brigadier-General Eandolph himself. I had the 
honor to draw your attention, in my letter of the 20th instant, to the fact 
of Colonel Clarke’s being at Garysburg with a body of troops said to 
have been placed under the orders of General Huger, and to point out 
the conflict of authority already existing between the officers in that 
section of this department acting under different commanders. To a 
curtailment of my department I can offer no reasonable objection, but 
justice to myself as well as the public interest demands that I should 
be informed of any changes the War Department may think proper to 
make. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier-General J Commanding, 
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Headquarters Department of ISTorth Carolina, 

Goldshorotigh^ February 24^ 1862. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Martin, 

Adjutant-General of North Carolina: 

General : Your letter of the 23d instant has been received. Orders 
will be issued to Colonel Clarke embracing the Governor’s wishes as 
expressed in your letter, but I fear it will be found impracticable to 
effectually block the Roanoke in its present high stage of water. Such 
is the opinion of Colonel Leventhorpe, who has been until a few days 
past as low down as Jamesville. By the interference of Colonel Clarke, 
of the Twenty-fourth Regiment, my plans for the defense of the river 
have been interfered with in this, that he sent from Murfreesborough an 
order to Colonel Leventhorpe to fall back on Weldon, which order did 
not reach me in time to prevent the movement. So the Thirty-fourth 
is now at Weldon. It has been finally determined to erect a battery at 
Rort Hamilton, and Captain Meade will proceed there to-day to con¬ 
struct it. A regiment of infantry will remain near Weldon with Tucker’s 
company of cavalry j the other regiment and a section of a light bat¬ 
tery will move at once from Weldon to Hamilton. I have ordered 
Colonel Spruill, with four companies of his regiment, to Bertie County 
to harass the enemy and assist the inhabitants. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

, R. C. GATLIN, 

[0.] Brigadier- General. 


Special Orders, ) Ad.tt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 45, ) Richmond^ February 25,1862. 

m ^ ^ ^ 

XYI. The counties of Martin, Bertie, Halifax, Northampton, and 
Hertford, in North Carolina, are annexed to the department under the 
command of Major-General Huger. 

XYII. Major-General Loring will report to Major-General Huger 
for assignment to the command of troops in the field within his 
department. 

* # * # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[9. J Assistamt Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Department of the Peninsula, 

Yorhtown, February 25,1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond: 

Sir : I think the roads are almost impassable for artillery, but a 
small amount of ammunition can be carried. I do not think the move¬ 
ment advisable. I send reports from General McLaws showing the 
state of things in his command. Some of the battalions have been 
reduced by furloughs. It would be more advisable to withdraw silently 
and gradually the troops from the front line, leaving a few regiments 
on it with light marching order and fortify strongly my second line, 
whose flanks rest upon the York River and Mulberry Point, respec¬ 
tively. I sent the day before yesterday my views as to the Merrimac 
(Virginia). I would like Captain Buchanan to be informed of them if 
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they meet with the approbation of the Department, for, as our under¬ 
standing now is, he expects that my troops will be at I^ewport liTews 
when he attacks. I informed the Department of the arrival of re-enforce¬ 
ments both at IN’ewport i^ews and at Port Monroe. The former is 
significant. 

J. BAKKHEAD MAGBUDEE, 

[9.] Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters District op Lewisburo, 

Lewishurg^ Ya,^ Febriiary ^6^ 1862, 
Adjutant and Inspector General C. S. Army, 

Richmond^ Ya,: 

General : I have on this line three 6-pounder iron guns, and have 
made requisitions for additional guns to complete two batteries. On the 
routes leading from Gauley to the Virginia and Tennessee Eailroad I 
have but one O-pounder iron gun, represented as much out of order, I 
have made the necessary requisitions for two batteries on that line. I can 
raise one company of artillery in this section. If it is possible, I beg 
that you will send me two companies of artillery, with or without pieces. 
Of course it would be far preferable that they should be equipped in 
Eichmond.^ I will endeavor to raise a second company in this district, 
which will complete my artillery arm. I understand that there are sev¬ 
eral companies of artillery being organized in Eichmond. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. HETH, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 

a This equipment does not refer to horses. 


[First indoraoment.] 

March 5,1862. 

Eespectfully referred to Chief of Ordnance. 

Can anything be done here in respect to the jiieces of artillery and 
equipments referred to within*? 

S. OOOPBE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, 


[Second indorsement.] 

Eespectfully returned to General S. Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector 
General. 

A battery of four pieces has been ordered to be gotten ready for Gen¬ 
eral Heth by the 15th of this month if possible. An addi tional C-pounder 
iron gun or a 12-pounder howitzer might be sent to him, which would 
give him two batteries—artillery enough for four regiments of infantry. 

J. GORGAS. 

[ 6 .] 


Hbadqtjabtebs Depabtment of STobth Oabolina, 

Goldshorovgh, Febmary 186 S. 

Brig. G-eu. L. O’B. Bbanch, 

Commanding, die., Few Berne, N. G. : 

Geneeal: a special order was issued on the 19th instant, a copy of 
which was sent to you, directing the abandonment of Huggins’ Island 
and the transfer of the guns, &c., to Morehead City, and from thence to 
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Kew Berne. Nothing has been heard from Captain Mnnn on the sub¬ 
ject. Please direct the Q^uartermaster at Port Macon to send transpor¬ 
tation for the company, guns, &c., if Captain Munn has not already 
moved agreeably to orders. If there is no necessity for the guns at 
Port Macon or Pew Berne, please have them, or such of them as can be 
spared, sent to Wilmington, directed to General Anderson, who is 
extremely anxious to get the guns for Fort Caswell. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. C. GATLIP, 

[^•] Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Mayor’s Office, 
j^orfoR’j February 26^ 1862. 

President Davis: 

Sir : A rumor relative to the action of our Government about the 
defense of Porfolk has caused a painful excitement in this city. Give 
ns 20,000 soldiers, with a good supply of ammunition, and Porfolk, 
Portsmouth, and ‘the navy-yard will be safe from any attack of the 
enemyWhen General Gwynii was at this post I took'him to the sev¬ 
eral j)oints in the neighborhood where the British attempted to land in 
the war of 1812, and he remarked that he felt no surprise at their ina¬ 
bility to assail Porfolk, so great are the natural obstacles to the advance 
of an enemy. Surely from the large number of soldiers of the South¬ 
ern Confederacy 20,000 can be spared to defend one of the most impor¬ 
tant places in the South. Send us that number, with ammunition 
sufficient to maintain a fight for ten days, and any force of the enemy 
will be repulsed in a way to prevent a renewal of an attack. I wish 
you would visit Porfolk and examine its defenses. You would think it 
the duty of the Government' to assist the citizens of Porfolk and Ports¬ 
mouth in the resistance they are determined to make at all hazards 
against the occupation of their cities by their enemies. If Porfolk, 
Portsmouth, and the navy-yard fall into the hands of the enemy a 
crushing blow will fall upon our glorious cause. The repulse of attack 
here, to effect which every effort ought to be made, would hasten the 
consummation of the event for which we are now fighting. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

WM. W. LAMB, 

[9.] Mayor. 


Confidential,] Headquarters, 

Centerville^ February 27^ 1862. 

Brig. Gen. S. G. French, 

Commanding atFvans^ort: 

General : It may soon become necessary for you to evacuate your 
present position and rejoin General Holmes; therefore please prepare, 
as well as you can, for such a contingency. If you can remove any 
property of value do so. Endeavor in whatever you attempt in that 
way to excite as little observation as possible, as it is important that no 
movement should be suspected beforehand. Any intimation as to time 
of movement will be made through Brigadier-General Whiting. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J, E. JOHPSTOP, 

^5 j General. 


31 R R--VOL LI, FT II 
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Raleigh, ' E . C. (Received February 27, 1862.) 
Hon. J. 3^. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

My Deae Sir: We bear from all sides that iN'orfolk is in the most 
imminent danger. The northeastern counties in Korth Carolina are 
already in the hands of the enemy by the fall of Roanoke Island, and 
Burnside is preparing to move a column of40,000men. It is unnecessary 
for me to say more to you than express the universal apprehension felt 
here for the position of affairs at iNorfolk and the surrounding counties 
in Virginia and li^rorth Carolina. The effect of the fall of Korfolk must 
be most serious on this State. Could not more troops be sent there 
and on the line of railroad from Weldon to JSTorfolk*? But I will not 
make suggestions to you, who must be much more familiar with the 
subject and our dangers and remedies than I am. I write solely to 
express the feeling of anxiety and apprehension which exists here. 

Truly, your friend, &c., 

[9,] D. M. BARRINGER. 


General Orders, ) War Department, 

[• Adjt. and Insp. General^s Office, 

No. 9. ) Eiohmond, March 7, 186^. 

I. The following proclamation of the President is published for the 
information of all concerned: 


PROCLAMATION. 

By virtue of the power vested in me hy law to declare the ftufipension of the priv- 
ile^^o of the writ of habeas corpus in cities threatened with invasion— 

I. Jetlersoii Davis, President of the Confederate States of America, do j)roclaim 
that martial law is hereby extended over the city of Richmond and the adjoining; 
and surrounding country to the distance of ten miles; and I do proclaim the sus¬ 
pension of all civil jurisdiction (with the exception of that of the mayor of the 
city) and the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus within the 
said city and surrounding country to the distance aforesaid. 

In faith whereof I have hereunto signed my name and set my seal, at the city of 
Richmond, on this Ist day of March, in the year 1862. 

JEFFERSON DAYIS. 

II. Brig. Gen. J. H. Winder, commanding the Department of Henrico, 
is charged with the due execution of the foregoing iiroclamation. He 
will forthwith establish an efficient military police, and will enforce the 
following orders: 

All distillation of spirituous liquors is positively prohibited, and the 
distilleries will forthwith be closed. The sale of s])irituous liquors of 
any kind is also prohibited, and establishments for the sale thereof will 
be closed. 

III. All persons infringing the above prohibition will suffer such 
punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a court-martial, pro¬ 
vided that no sentence to hard labor for more than one month shall be 
inflicted by the sentence of a regimental court-martial, as directed by 
the Sixty-seventh Article of War. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

S. COOPER, 

[5.] Adjutant a,nd Inspector deneraL 
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Special Orders, 
Ko. 48. 


Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Biehmondj March i, 186^. 


XYIII. Captain Lloyd’s company light artillery, Xorth Carolina Yol- 
xinteers, will proceed without delay to Eichmond, Ya., and report for 
duty to Brig. Gen. John H, Winder, commanding Department of 
Henrico. 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
[5.] 


JXO. WITHEES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 






Headquarters Department of Xorth Carolina, 

Goldsborough, March 1,1862, 

) Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, ’ ’ 

Commanding Forces^ <fcc., New Berne^ F, C,: 

General: I have received your letter in regard to the batteries, 
& 0.5 also Lieutenant-Colonel Crossan’s letter. I hope you will push 
forward your defensive works with all possible vigor. I hope in a few 
days to have the services of Captain Meade, in whose ability as an 
engineer I have great confidence, and will take him down to Xew Berne, 
^ where a board of engineers can be assembled to examine and report 
upon the works. I have so little confidence in my own engineering 
that I would not like to advance an opinion when the services of a pro¬ 
fessional engineer can be obtained. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I E. C. GATLIX, 

[9.] Brigadier-General, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp, General’s Office, 

“ No. 49. ) Richmond^ March 3^ 1862, 

#**##*# 

XIII. Capt. W. Y. Jordan’s company, Yirginia Yolunteers, will pro¬ 
ceed to Eichraond, Ya., and report for duty to Brig. Gen. John H. 
Winder, commanding Department of Henrico, for the purpose of being 
mustered into service and equipped for active duty as heavy artillerists. 
* # * # # * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES^ 

[ 5 .] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Norfolk, March J, 1862, 

[President Jefferson Dayis:] 

Mt Dear Sir : I was much gratified at receiving your letter of the 
26th of February,* and am very glad to have your aide-de-camp. Colonel 
Lee, to converse with and communicate to you my views, I have been 
much weakened of late by the removal of all the officers of the Navy, 
who as the most experienced artillerists have had charge of the different 
batteries. I take the liberty of inclosing you copies of two letters I 
wrote to the War Department on this subject, dated December 23,1861,t 


See Vol. IX, p. 45. 


t See Huger to Benjamin, p. 426. 
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and January 31, 1862. I have no suitable officers to replace those 
ordered away, and I now have a telegraph notice that the Secretary 
has ordered from Sewell’s Point the senior captain (Weisiger), who has 
been there since the battery was first established and is essential to its 
good service now. I have been much weakened by the additions made 
to this department by including the brigade assigned to Brigadier- 
General Wise of part of liTorth Carolina, as well as by the subtraction 
of efficient artillery officers. 1 will beg Colonel Lee to make all 
explanations. 

I assure you I will use every exertion to repel the enemy in whatever 
numbers he may attack; and with my thanks for your assurance of 
confidence, believe me, most truly, yours, 

BEhTJ. HUGBE. 


[Inclosure.] 

Exxbaot.] Hbadquarxees Department of Norfolk, 

Norfolk, Va., January 31,1863. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I have received your letter of the 28th instant in reply to mine 
of the 7th instant, concerning the Army rank of Navy officers. I regret 
the course of the Secretary of the Navy, as the services of experienced 
officers at our batteries are now essential for the defense of our country. 
It is no time to consider this or that branch of the service; we must 
work together or fail. 

.»*»»♦#* 

HUGER, 
Commanding. 

[IndorsoTuont.] 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant 


feENJ. 
Major-General, 


Sborbtary of the Navy: 

Please read and report. No duty can be more important at this 
moment than the defense at Sewell’s Point. 

J. D. 

Secretary of War: 

Eor attention and report, with such action as may be practicable. 

J. D. 
[9.] 


Headquarters Army of the Peninsula, 

Yorktown, March 4,1862. ' 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant amd Inspector General ; 

Sir: I have repeatedjy asked to be informed by the Department 
whether or not Hanover County was in my district. Believing that it 
was, I have called out the militia from that county, having received 
authority from the Governor of this State to call out all the militia from 
any counties in the State. I think I can arm about 1,000. Hanover 
will probably furnish 200. I request that you will request the Adjutant- 
General of the State of Virginia to call out the militia of such counties 
as you may name and order them to report in Williamsburg without 
delay. Since writing the above I have been informed that Hanover 
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County is not in my department. I will therefore not call out the militia 
from that county, but request that the name of that may be inserted 
amongst those to be called out by the Government. I have also received 
tlie order to detach 5,000 men, and have given the necessary orders. I 
liave to report that from the large number of fortified positions on the 
rivers a considerable portion of my force is composed of heavy artillery 5 
that I have a line of twelve miles from Mulberry Point to Yorktown to 
defend, and that the infantry force remaining to me will be totally inade¬ 
quate to its defense. The result must be, therefore, as I have said in a 
former letter to-day, that Yorktown and Mulberry Island Point will be 
in great danger. Should my attempt to resist the enemy between these 
two points prove unsuccessful I should have to fall back, saving but a 
small force to defend the passage at Williamsburg and Jamestown 
Island, and Yorktown would soon fall if from no other reason than that 
its supplies would be cut off; and the enemy passing up to West Point 
•would probably cut off the remaining small force at my command, thus 
depriving the Government of the whole of a fine army which might 
have been useful elsewhere, or together, anywhere. 1 have the honor 
to request that this communication be laid before the Secretary of War 
and President. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ J. BAifKHEAD MAGETJDEE, 

Major-Genera Z, Commanding. 

[First indorsement.] 

Makch 7,1862. 

EespectfuEy submitted to Secretary of War. 

S. GOUPJbiii, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 

[Second indorsement.] 

Maeoh 8,1862. 

Inform General Magruder that if be bas 1,000 stand of arms I prefer 
to send bim a war regiment to receive them rather than give them t 
militia, and will send bim such a regiment. j p B 


[ 9 .] 


Hon. 


Eichmond, March 4, 1SG2. 


J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of Wa/r: 

«;tt? • We have understood that you have ordered Colonel Eansoms 

an/l +n nermit the regiment to remam where it is at present, a v y 
toM p?olSo"f troop. wUoh Nojtb CMPoioa 
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require that you should rescind the order heretofore made in reference 
to Colonel Eansoin’s regiment. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servants, 

B. S. GAITHEE. 

W. K H. SMITH. 

A. T. DAVIDSOlir. 

[9.] [And 7 othees.J 


Headqtjaetees Department op North Carolina, 

Goldsborough, March 4,1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General C. 8. Army, Richmond, Ya.: 

General : The steamer Nashville is now lying at the wharf at More- 
head City in a very exposed situation, as I conceive. She is not imme¬ 
diately under the guns of Fort Macon, and there seems to be no good 
reason why tlie enemy could not advance up Core Sound at night in 
their launches and burn her without the fort being able to render any 
assistance or knowing of it until the thing was accomplished. I mention 
this with the hope that it may be communicated to Captain Pegram, of 
whose address I am ignorant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier-General, Commcmding. 


Headquarters Department op North Carolina, 

Goldshoro%igh, March 4,1862. 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commanding, <&o., New Berne: 

General: I had intended to have gone down to New Berne to-day, 
but I am far from well, and Captain Meade, whom I designed to take 
with me, has not yet returned from the Eoanoke. I will be with you 
as soon as I can come down. In the meantime you had better enter 
upon the construction of the new covered battery you refer to in your 
letter. linclose a letter from Adjutant-General Martin, containing alle¬ 
gations against Captain Oates, assistant quartermaster of the Thirty- 
seventh Eegiment, which please cause to be investigated. If there is 
just grounds for believing the charges to be true, please require him to 
turn over all the public funds in his possession, place him under arrest, 
and prefer charges. We can’t get rid of improper officers too soon, 
particularly those in the disbursing departments. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[9,] Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Department op North Carolina, 

Goldsborough, March 4,1862. 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, 

Commcmding, i&c., Neio Berne, N. C.: 

General : I was in Ealeigh yesterday, where the order of the Sec¬ 
retary of War for the withdrawal of the troops from Washington was 
telegraphed to me. Had I been at this place I would have written to 
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the Secretary directs that all the 
troops be sent to Suftolk. Of course this includes the two cavalrv 
compames. In addition to those mentioned by you as ha^dno* been 
OTdered, please direct Lieutenant-Colonel JohnSn, if he is ItiU at 
yas^^on, to take command of all the detacCenfs of the Seven 

well—and conduct them to 
Suffolk and report to Colonel Martm for orders. I am not informed of 
the conditions of service mentioned in the original muster-rolls of the 

w *0 serve out of Beaufort County, 

out in tl^ State of Korth Carolina, you will have to retain them and 
dispose of them as you may think best. It seems to me that the cav¬ 
alry companies had best be so used in the county for tlie present to aid 
m keeping wder among the slaves, &c. The hospital must be con- 
tmued at Washington until the medical director can make other 
arrangements. Have the heavy ordnance and stores sent up to Tar- 
borough, and employ some of the local troops on that service- surely 
flats can ascend the river to that point. Eequire the whole movement 
to be made ■with the utmost dispatch. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

["^•J ' Brigadier-General. 


Eichmond, March 5, lii62. 

General J. E. Johnston: 

Your dispatch to General Cooper has been sent to me. The order 
did not admit of'discussion and I hope will be obeyed -^vith due prompti¬ 
tude. Military operations cannot be conducted otherwise. 

JEFFN DAVIS. 

[ 5 .] 

, 

' Special Okders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 52. ) Richmond^ 2Iarch 6,1862. 

XXYI. Tlie President's Guard, a company organized under the pro¬ 
visions of A-ct Xo. 229, approved August 31,1861, has been accepted 
by the President for three years, or for the war, for special duty and 
local defense at the seat of Government, and will report accordingly- 
' to Brig. Gen. John H. Winder, commanding Department of Henrico, 
at Eichmond, Ya. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[5.J Assistant Adjutant-GmeraL 


? Strictly Confidential.] Headquarters, 

j Gentervillej March 6,1862. 

I Brigadier-General Erenoh: 

Genbrax.: I have fixed upon Saturday for the time of moving. 
Please join General Holmes. When you move report the fact to the 
general. Take no one into your confidence but those whose duties 
make it necessary, and even then no sooner than necessary. Please 
see General Whiting, to confer with him. Tour movements must ac¬ 
cord, and until the inarch commences he must have control, and should 
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any change of disposition on the march be necessary, then, too, your 
destination being the same. 

Bespectfully and truly, yours, 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 

General, 

I told General W. that I would request you to ride up to-niorrow to 
see him. 

[5.] J. E. J. 


Confidential.] Hbadquabtehs, 

Oam;p Fisher^ March 7, 186'^, 

Brigadier-General French, 

Commandingy JSvansport: 

Mt Dear General : I have just received a note from General John¬ 
ston, in which he informs me that he has fixed upon to-morrow morning 
for liis movement (Saturday). He says, as of course you will have to 
do, that you must move about the time I do. My baggage trains will 
move at daylight on one of the ridge roads Avest of the Telegraph road. 
The Texas Brigade will move down the Telegraph road ^ their trains will 
also start at daylight. Hampton will move by Cole’s store on a ridge 
road, more to the west still. I shall not probably start my regiments 
till near the middle of the day, or until I am sure that Hampton is not 
in danger of being attacked pending the movement. If it is possible 
for you to meet mo in Dumfries or here, name the hour. 

Very truly, yours, 

W. H. C. WHITING, 
[5.] 


Executive Department, District of Norfolk, 

Norfolky Fa., March 6’, 1802, 

Martial law having been proclaimed in all that district of country 
occupied by the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth and the vicinity, for 
ten miles around them, the following regulations are published with the 
approval of the general commanding the department for the information 
and government of the inhabitants thereof, viz: 

I.—Militia oroanization. 

1. All white males, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, not 
now in the service of the Confederate States, or specially exempted in 
writing by the several boards of exempts hereinafter provided, are 
required to perform military duty within their respective precincts and 
in the district to this end, simultaneously with the publication of these 
orders. 

Commandants of regiments will direct every able-bodied man without 
exception, within the ages above specified, whether entitled to exemp¬ 
tion or not, under the penalty of immediate arrest, to assemble, with 
such arms or weapons as they have or can procure, at the several places 
of rendezvous herein appointed, and at the day and hour fixed by these 
regulations, for the purpose of being enrolled. And the enrollment 
being concluded by the officer whom they will previously designate for 
that purpose, and the persons entitled to exemption first discharged or 
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\ excluded, tlie militia so assembled in their rendezvous 'will proceed to the 

election of company officers, who will see that they meet every day there¬ 
after, Sundays included, at the same place and at 3 p. m., for drill and 
instruction until further orders. Until elections are held the colonels 
of regiments herein named wiU proceed to fill all vacancies in the list of 
company officers by persons of their own selection, to serve until their 
successors are elected and commissioned. And they will report to this 
department immediately the names of all the officers and men under 
' their command, distinguishing which exempted” and which “for 
duty.” 

Upon the publication of these orders, the militia of the District of 
Norfolk, being thus assembled at their several rendezvous herein speci¬ 
fied, will, by the officers in charge, be enrolled and excused, “detached” 
for duty at the navy-yard or elsewhere, or set down for duty upon the 
roll, as he may determine; and this roll he will report with his remarks 
\ thereon to his regimental commander, to be by him transmitted to this 
department and filed. 

2. The District of Norfolk is divided into three military divisions, 
called, respectively: (1) Norfolk, (2) Portsmouth, (3) Saint Brides, each 
containing one regiment, and each subdivided into precincts, with the 
following boundaries and rendezvous, viz: 

I. Norfolk regiment, Edmund 0. Eobinsou, colonel: 

Precinct No. 1, Companies A and B, includes the Eirst Ward, city of 
^ Norfolk—Capt. John T. Hall, Eirst Lieut. T. P. Warren, Second Lieut. 
George W. Dey; rendezvous at John T, Hardy’s warehouse, Tunis’ 
wharf, Ericlay, 7th of March, 1862, at 3 o’clock p. m. 

Precinct No. 2, Companies 0 and D, includes all persons in the Second 

Ward—Capts. N. H. Moore, W. P. Dilworth, First Lieutenants- 

and-, Second Lieutenants-and-; rendezvous at Sec¬ 

ond Ward school-house, same day and hour. 

Precinct No. 3, Oomi^anies E and E, includes all persons in the Third 

Ward—Captains-and-, Eirst Lieuts. W. E. Foster and E. M. 

f Ellett, Second Lieutenants-and-; rendezvous at Ashland 

Hall, same day and hour. 

Precinct No. 4, Companies G- and H, includes all persons m the 
Fourth Ward—Capts. D. 0. Crowell and D.D, Stone; G Company ren¬ 
dezvous, Higgins’warehouse; H Company rendezvous, Hunter’s ware¬ 
house, Baltimore Steam-Packet Company’s wharf, same day and hour, 

II. Portsmouth regiment, A. B. Butt, colonel. 

Precinct No. 1 includes all persons living north of High street—Capt*.'” 
‘ J. G. Holladay, First Lieut. James G. Bain, Second Lieut. G. W. O. 
Maupin; rendezvous at the court-house, Portsmouth, at 1 p. m, on 
Monday, the 10th of March, 1862. 

Precinct No. 2 includes all living south of High street and north of 
South street—Capt. James Guy, Eirst Lieut. A. G. N. Eeid, Second 
Lieut. Bassett B. Warren; rendezvous at the City Hall, same day and 
hour. 

1 Precinct No. 3 includes all south of South street—Capt. William 

Walker, Eirst Lieutenant-, Second Lieutenant-; rendezvous 

at the free-school building, Newtown, the same day and hour. 

Precinct No. 4 lies beyond the corporate limits, and is bounded by 
the city of Portsmouth, New Mill Creek, the Southern Branch, and 
Ivey’s Branch—Captain-, Eirst Lieut. Marchant Creekmur, Sec¬ 
ond Lieutenant-; rendezvous at the meeting-house in the village 

' of Deep Creek, on Monday, the 10th of March, at 12 o’clock. 
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Precinct Ko. 5, also beyond tlie corporate limits, is bounded by Ivey’s 
Branch, Elizabeth Eiver, I^ansemond County and Eiver, and Ports¬ 
mouth—Captain -, First Lieutenant-, Second Lieutenant 

-,* rendezvous at Churchland, Norfolk County, Monday, the 10th 

of March, at 12 o’clock. 

III. Saint Brides regiment, James H. Johnston, jr., colonel, will 
assemble all persons of the description stated in the first paragraph 
residing in that part of the county of Norfolk between Sewell’s Point 
and the Great Bridge, at Ferry Point, on Saturday, the 8th of March, 
and, after proceeding in the manner authorized by the first paragraph, 
divide the territory included in his regiment into convenient precincts, 
assign the inhabitants of each to duty, organize the companies, appoint 
their rendezvous, and proceed as therein further directed, reporting his 
proceedings under this order to his department without delay. Compe¬ 
tent military instructors will be detailed for each company upon his 
requisition, 

3. The following citizens and surgeons of the Confederate Army, 
serving in this district, are appointed members of the board of exempts 
for the several military divisions, viz: 

Norfolk board—Charles Eeid, E. T. Summers, and Dennis Moseley, 
esqs.. Doctors Swan and Pigott, O. S. Army 5 meet at the court-house, 
Norfolk, 12 o’clock 8th of March. 

Portsmouth board (city)—A. E. Smith, John Nash, and William H. 
Peters, esqs., Doctors Taliaferro and A. T. Bell, of the C. S. Army 5 
meet at the court-house, Portsmouth, 12 o’clock 10th of March. 

Portsmouth board (county)—L. H. Kingman, T. N. Mercer, and 
Jos. G. Ball, esqs., Drs. James G. Galt and H. J. Butt, of the 0. S. 
Army 5 meet at Bowers Hill, 12 o’clock 10th of March. 

Saint Brides board—-Fred. Wilson, G. F. Outten, and Stephen 
Tatem, esqs., Drs. John T. Baylor and William M. Wilson, of the 0. S. 
Army^ meet at Ferry Point village, 12 o’clock 10th of March. 

Upon the publication of these regulations, and on the day and at 
the place and hour stated, they will assemble and organize their respec¬ 
tive boards and proceed to business under the further instructions they 
will receive from this department, and transmit the list of exempts to the 
colonel of the regiment to which the party claiming the same belongs. 

n.—A dministration of justice. 

4. Until further orders from this department the ordinances and 
by-laws of the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth, so far as applicable 
to the present condition of affairs, will not be interfered with, and are 
continued in force, and will govern the Governor in the administration 
of justice in case of contract and petty misdemeanors arising within 
the district. All other cases will be tried by court-martial detailed 
from the several regiments. This court will be held at the Oity Hall, 
Norfolk, daily, and will be organized and conducted according to the 
Exiles and Articles of War in like cases, and the same punishments 
indicted. 


III.— General police. 

The fire departments of the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth will be 
continued until further orders. Banks, drug and other stores and 
offices of these cities will be closed, and all business suspended at 2 
o’clock p. m. each day. 
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The city bells of Norfolk and Portsmontli will continue to be rung as 
required by the ordinances of those cities, respectively. Tattoo and a 
second bell will be sounded in front of the main guard-house in each 
city at 10 o’clock p. m., after which the sentinels will begin to challenge 
all passers. All persons of every degree without the countersign or a 
written pass, signed by the provost-marshal, and accurately and fully 
describing the bearer, will be arrested and carried before the captain 
of the guard for examination. Physicians, persons bringing country 
produce to the city for sale, and others whose business in life requires 
them out at night will be provided by the provost-marshal with passes 
to enter the cities and go about. 

Persons desiring to leave the district, or to pass over or upon the 
water-courses, except by the ferry-boat, will be required to give one 
day’s notice to the provost-marshal of such desire or intention. The 
sentinels around the cities and district will sutler none to pass upon 
any pretext, and will arrest any attempting to go without the written 
passport of the provost-marshal, countersigned by the civil and mili¬ 
tary governor, and accurately and fully describing the person of the 
hearer of such passport, and authorizing his, her, or their departure. 

The sale of spirituous liquors of any sort, in any quantity, or under 
any pretense or evasion, is prohibited. Bar-rooms and all other places 
where liquors are kept for sale or use will be closed. All liquor ex¬ 
posed to view will be seized, destroyed, and spilled. Permission to take 
the same away from the district immediately may be granted by the 
provost-marshal. 

Drunkards, disorderly and disloyal persons of both sexes will be 
arrested and confined. Gambling is prohibited, and all implements 
and money used in gaming or exposed at hazard will be seized and 
appropriated for public uses. 

Arms of every sort—shotguns, pistols, swords, and offensive 
weapons—are demanded for the public use, whether they be pri¬ 
vate or public property 5 such of them as are not in the hands of 
and in use by the volunteers or enrolled militia by the 9th of March, 
and are not delivered to the nearest ordnance officer in the service 
of the Confederate States, will then be seized by the provost-marshal, 
wherever the same can be found or discovered. The value of the 
private arms will be ascertained and paid for. 

All cotton and tobacco in bales or the quantity will be delivered to 
the quartermaster for custody, otherwise they will be seized by-ihe- 
provost-marshal. 

By order of Edward Cantwell, lieutenant-colonel Twelfth Aorth 
Carolina Troops, civil and military governor: 

^ W. A. PAEHAM, 

First lAeut,^ Forty-First Virginia Volunteers^ Frovost-MarsliaL 
[9.] 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 53. ) Biclimondj March 7, 1862 , 

# # # * «^ * * 

XIX. Oapt. E. W, Jones’ company of infantry will proceed to Peters¬ 
burg, where it will be mustered into service for three years or the war, 
and thence proceed to Xorfolk, Va., and report to General Huger. 

^ m * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
[9.] 


JXO. WITHEES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters Department op JS'orth Carolina, 

Ooldshoroughy ^larch 7, 1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ MicJmond, Va.: 

General : T find that I neglected to acknowledge tlie receipt of a 
telegrapbic order from tlie Secretary of War, dated the 2d Instant, 
directing that the troops be withdrawn from the defenses of Washing¬ 
ton and sent immediately to report to General Eandolph at Suffolk, Va., 
&c. I sent the order to Brigadier-General Branch on the 3d instant, 
with instructions to carry it into effect immediately. It is being done, 
and the artillery will be sent up to Tarborough to be placed on the rail¬ 
road for future disposition. 

Very x'espectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. 0. GATLIK, 

[9. J Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Department of ISTorth Carolina, 

Goldsboroughj March 7, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Martin, 

Adjutant-General of North Carolina^ Baleigh: 

General: In compliance with the requisition of His Excellency, 
Governor Clark, as expressed in your telegram of yesterday, I have 
ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Hoke, with three companies of the Thirty- 
third Eegiment Forth Carolina Troops, to report to him at Ealeigh. 
You are aware that these troops are required at Few Berne, and 1 
earnestly beg that they may be sent back as soon as their places can 
he supplied in the district in which the Governor wishes them to oper¬ 
ate. Indeed, I hope you have already obtained the necessary force else¬ 
where and that you will send them back fromEaleigh. Fothing less than 
a conviction of their absolute necessity in the disaffected district ought 
to have dictated the requisition. Certainly nothing less than a convic¬ 
tion on my part of the pressing necessity would have induced me to 
reduce the force at Few Berne one man. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIF, 

[9.] Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Department op Forth Carolina, 

Goldsborougli^ March 7, 1SG2. 

Major-General Martin, 

Adjutant-General of North Carolina: 

General : I have just received your dispatch. As Colonel Hoke’s 
command is without tents and there appearing to be no immediate 
necessity for their services west, I have ordered them to return to Few 
Berne. I expect to go to Few Berne this afternoon, and will be absent 
from this place for several days. 

Very respeottuliy, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIF, 

[9.] Brigadier- General. 
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General Orders, 
N'o. 10. 


War Department, 

Adjt. and Insp. General’s Opfioe, 

Richmond, March 8,1862. 


General Orders, No. 9, issued March 1, 1862, proclaiming the sus¬ 
pension of all civil jurisdiction with the exception of that of the mayor 
of the city of Richmond within the city and the surrounding country to 
the distance of ten miles, is hereby so modified as to permit the courts 
to take cognizance of the probate of wills, the administration of the 
estates of deceased persons, and the qualification of guardians: to 
enter decrees and orders for the partition and sale of property; to make 
orders concerning roads and bridges; to assess county levies, and order 
the payment of county dues. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

S. COOPER, 

[fi-] Adjutant and Inspector General. 


General Orders, War Department, 

> Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 11. ) Bichniond, March 8,1862. 

I. The following proclamation is published for the information of all 
concerned: 

PROCLAMATION. 

By virtue of fhe power vested in me by law to declare the suspension of the priv¬ 
ilege of the writ or habeas corpus in cities threatened with invasion— 

I, Jefferson Davis*, President of the Confederate States of America, do proclaim 
that martial law is hereby extended over the city of Petersburg and the adjoining 
and surrounding country to the distance of ten miles, and I do proclaim the suspen¬ 
sion of all civil jurisdiction (with the exception of that of the mayor of the city, 
and that enabling the courts to take cognizance of the probate of wills,^ the admin¬ 
istration of the estates of deceased persons, the qualihcatiou of guardians, to enter 
decrees and orders for the partition and sale of property, to make orders concerning 
roads and bridges, to assess county levies, and to order the payment of county 
dues), and the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus within the 
said city and surrounding country to the distance aforesaid. 

In faith whereof I have hereunto signed my name and set my seal on this 8th day 
of March, in the year 1862. 

JEFFN DAVIS. 

II. Williani Pannill is appointed provost-marshal, and is charged""' 
with the due execution of the foregoing proclamation. He will forth¬ 
with establish an efficient military iiolice, and will enforce the follow¬ 
ing orders: 

III. All distillation of spirituous liquors is positively prohibited, and 
the distilleries will forthwith be closed. The sale of spirituous liquors 
of any kind is also prohibited, and establishments for the sale thereof 
will be closed. 

IV. All persons infringing the above prohibition will suffer such 
punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a court-martial; pro¬ 
vided that no sentence to hard labor for more than one month shall be 
inflicted by the sentence of a regimental court-martial, as directed by 
the Sixty-seventh Article of War. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

S. COOPER, 

I^O.j Adjutant and Insj^ector General. 
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Heabqtjartees, 
BrooTie^s Station^ March <S, 186^, 
General French, Commanding First Brigade: 

General: You will i>lease luarcli your brigade directly to Freder¬ 
icksburg and select for yourself a convenient cainx) below the town. 
Please ride over and breakfast with me in the morning. I wish to 
confer with you about some matters, and you can rejoin your command 
before it reaches Fredericksburg. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

T. H. HOLMES, 

[5.J Major-General^ Commanding. 


Heaix^uarters District of Levtisburg, 

Leicisburgy March «S, 1862. 

Abjxitan'j’ and Inspector General 0. 8. Army, 

Richmond: 

General: The Eighth Virginia Cavalry (Jenifer's) for two months 
past has been guarding the approaches to Mercer County from Kaleigh 
County. This regiment must either be at once dismounted or sent to 
the line of the Virginia and Tennessee Eailroad. All the forage in 
Mercer and the adjacent counties has been consumed. The large 
number of cavalry that has been kept in this county since the com¬ 
mencement of our dithculties has proved very disastrous to the inter¬ 
ests of our army; it has crippled its operations. Cavalry can be, and 
has been, of little or no use iii these mountains. I will require only 
about 100 mounted men on the line to the Virginia and Tennessee 
Euilroad, and say the same number on the James Biver and Kanawha 
turnpike. This force can be readily raised in this country. Not one- 
half of the cavalry now here, or that has been in this army, has been 
armed with guns of any description; consequently they never could, 
under any circumstances, tight as a body on foot; but, apart from their 
armament, the want of forage, settles the question of their remaining 
here as cavalry. I shall defer *iig the Eighth Virginia Cavalry 

until 1 liear from you, as cavalry may be needed at some other point. 
You will confer a favor by answering this at yonr earliest couvonience. 
The last bushel of corn that can be bought iu Mercer has been engaged, 
and wjll last only a lew days longer. If the Pjightli Virginia Cavalry 
is removed from this line ii regiment of iulantiy should supply its place. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. HETH, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

I First, indorsomout.! 

Marou 10, 1862, 

Eespectfixlly submitted to the Secretary of War. 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Second indorseiuont.] 

A1).TTJT ANl'-OUNBRA L: 

Where is tiiis cavalry most wanted? 


J. P. BENJAMIN. 


[Third indorsomeiit.J 

March 16,18C2. 

Ecspectfully referred to Oeneral E. E. Lee. 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, 
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^ [Fourth indorsement.] 

Headqxjaetees, 
BichmMul, Ta., March 18,1862. 
Eespectfully returned to General Cooper. 

_ General Heth lias been directed by telegraph to send the Eighth Yir- 
gmia Cavalry to General Marshall or General Kirby Smith, whichever 
route offers the prospect of procuring forage, and that an infantry 
regiment -will be sent as soon as possible to supply its place. 

_ , E. E. LEE, 

l’^•J General. 
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Governor John Letchee, 

Virffinia: 


Wae Depaetment, C. S. a,, 

Richmond, March 8,1863. 


Sie : The exigencies of the public service require, in order to repel 
the invasion of Virginia, that her sons be called out in her defense more 
speedily than can be done under the operation of the law recently 
enacted by her Legislature. I am therefore instructed by the Presi¬ 
dent to call on you as the Governor of Virginia for the immediate sum¬ 
mons to the field of 40,000 militia, to be sent for the re-enforcement of 
our generals at the following points, namely: (1) To Maj. Gen. T. J. 
Jackson, 12,000 men; (2) to General Joseph E. Johnston, 15,000 men; 
(3) to Major-General Holmes, 3,000 men, and (4) to Major-General 
Huger, 10,000 men. 

I ana, -with great respect, your obedient servant, 

J. P. BEKJAMIK, 

[5 and 0.] Secretary of TTffr. 






I 


Wak Department, C. S. A., 
Eiclmond^ March S, 


Brigadier-General Gatlin, 

Ooldsborough^ JT. C. ; 

Sir : It is represented to me by Captain Myers tliat mncTi of the cot¬ 
ton in your district is safely bidden away in the swamps and at points ^ 
remote from tlie rivers. Wlierever you consider it safe from seizureby"" 
tLe enemy of course it^will not be destroyed. You will exercise your 
own discretion in tbe whole matter, the object of the Government being 
only to render it impossible for the enemy to take it. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. P. BEKJAMm, 

[9.] Secretary of War, 


General Orders, ) Executive Dept., Dist. of JNorfolk, - 
Ko. 1. S Norfolk, Ya,, March 9,1862. 

I. In obedience to instructions from division headquarters military 
and Government employes within this district will be exempted from 
ordinary militia duty during such service only, and the absence of 
immediate necessity, as invasion, insurrection, &c., upon their produc¬ 
ing to the captain of the precinct in which they are severally enrolled 
a proper certificate of such employment. When discharged they will 
be immediately reported to such captain for duty. 
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ir. Applications lor exemption from militia duty on account of pW 
ical inability will hereafter be made in writiiif*- to the captain of 4e 
precinct to which the applicant belonfys, and by him bo referred to the 
board of exempts before beinj? forwarded to this department. All per- 
sons who claim exemption for plij-shml disability will be required to 
appear and nnderjto a ]»ersonal examinathm before this board, the 
result of which Avill be indorsed upon such applic.atiou and transmitted 
to this office. 

III. Applications for leave of absence, from militia drill for more than 
one day will also be in writinj?, addressed to the captain ol‘ the jiarty’s 
company or precinct, and forwarded to the. reginnmtal eommander for 
his approval before being: transmitl<>d to this department. 

IV. Clergymen actually holding the jiastoral function will bo excused 
from drill on Sunday by the captains of their re.si)ective precincts. 
Fire wax’dens of the cities of Norlblk and Portsmouth are e,xompted 
from military duty after being enrolled, and the captains will detach 
them accordingly. 

V. Two surgeons and one <(haplain, to be appointed from the enrolled 
militia of the district upon the recommendation of the. lield oilicers, will 
be allowed exicb regiment in the district. 

VI. llegimental rendezvous are Ixnadxy a,pi)oint,ed as follows: Nor¬ 
folk regiment (Colonel Itobiuson’s), the eustom-hoiise; Portsmouth reg¬ 
iment (Colonel Butt’s), county court-house; Saint. Brides regiment 
(Colonel Johnston’s), Ferry Point. In the event of a landing by the 
enemy or the invasion of tins distinct the enrolled militia., including all 
“detached” on special duty, excused, or on leavt*. of absence nmlor die 
above orders, will immediately as.s(‘inbh^ at their r(‘sj'!ect.ive company 
rendezvous, and thence be marched to the rendezvous of the regiment, 
with such arms as they then have or can prociiri*, and they will remiiin 
there in closed rank.H until further imdera. The homegnanl of Norfolk 
will meet at the .same time in front of the city hall. 

By order of the civil and military governor: 

S. S. PAWBS, 

[9.] A'mvffory. 


llKADlMIAUTERS, 
J'lrttHHport, Mmrk P, JSaS. 

General Frenoit: 

Genbbai.: It is now II.,10 a. m. I dt'cm it prudent to start off all 
the men of the two comimnies except just enough fo do the work of 
destruction, set tire, &e. Last night my whole plains were very near 
being exploded by Captain Walters not semling an order at 4 o’clock. 
Powhatan shells mo on my field, and ev<*ry now and then shells would 
go off. Next, at 10 a. m., the Ko. 11 battery mmi exploded a parcel of 
powder, so, really, I don’t know why the enemy don’t come over. So 
you see I have sent oft" nearly all the comman<l; though very ticklish, I 
will hold on till later. The guns are all spiked, carriages destroyed as 
much as possible, combustibles tinder all the carriages, shipping ready 
to fire, &c. Last night battery No. 1 fired two or tlireo times at a 
tug running by. -The opposite battery ojiened on us. Nothing new 
about the river. Steamers ami tugs about the same. One has just 
gone into the Occoquau. Drums beating a great deal all the morning 
on the Maryland side. Kockets thrown up during the night. Excuse 
paper; have none. 

Very respectfully, 

FltKDK. CllATAKD. 
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I liave ordered Captain Pakeble to join you at Fredericksburg and 
put the men left by Colonel Pettigrew under bis charge. 

[5.] 


Headquarters, 
Brooke^s Station^ March 9, 186^. 

General S. Cooper, 

' Adjiitant- General: 

GRKErtAL: I was notified yesterday by General Johnston that he 
had ordered General French to abandon Evansport, and that he and 
General TThiting with their commands would immediately march on 
Fredericksburg. He advised me to place these troops beyond the Eap- 
pahannock and only to hold the Potomac with strong outposts, break¬ 
ing up tbe wharf at Aquia and being ready to destroy the railroad from 
1 tbence to Fredericksburg. As the outpost for the Potomac, I purpose 
to keep General Walker’s brigade at Aquia as it is. I am at a loss 
whether to remove the guns from the batteries there, and will be obliged 
if you will inform me by telegraph. I have ordered Colonel Brocken- 
brou^li’s regiment from the Northern Heck to this place. I have not 
been informed of the object of these sudden and, to me, very unex¬ 
pected movements, and therefore can only strive to be ready for anything. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

^ TH. H. HOLMES, 

Major- General, 

P. S.—Since writing the above General French has arrived here and 
reports liis brigade en route to Fredericksburg, that all the guns at 
Evansport have been or will be destroyed before the rear guard leaves, 
and that the George Page (steamer) will be burned. 

T. H. H. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

HTo. 55. ) Richmond^ March 10^ 186^, 

^ ^ m ^ m ^ 

VI. The Seventeenth Eegiment Horth Carolina Volunteers, under— 
OoL William F. Martin, will immediately be disbanded and mustered 
) out of the service, 

#*#### ’if' 

XX. The companies of Mississippi Volunteers commanded respec¬ 
tively by Capts. J. K. Hampton and John Kelley will proceed without 
delay to Yorktown, Va., and report for duty to Maj. Gen. John B. 
Magruder as part of Lieut. Col. J. G. Taylor’s Second Battalion Missis¬ 
sippi Volunteers. 

I XXVI. Oapt. J. H. M. Heblett’s company heavy artillery will pro¬ 
ceed without delay to Horfolk, Va., and report for duty to Major- 
General Huger, commanding. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

JNO, WITHEES, 

[9.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 

32 R R—VOL LI, PT II 
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Pkbdericksburg, March lo, 1862. 

General French: 

General : I -write in. haste to tell you all was accomplished fully to 
my satisfaction. At 4 o’clock all was fired—steam and other vessels; 
fires under all the carriages, shells, rooms, magazines; all were well 
burning and shells bursting when McLamore left. Oaptaiu Swann 
burnt quartermaster’s, hospital, commissary; bridges were destroyed, 
&c. I think all was accomplished pretty much as you expected. All 
the men and officers got off safely. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 

PEBDK. OHATAED. 
[5.] 


Headqxtabters Army op the Peninsula, 

Yoimff’s Mill, March 10,1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and I'lispector General: 

Sir: There being no civil authority whatever in one-half of the 
counties in the Peninsula, and finding it impossible to punish offenses 
of^the gravest nature not punishable by military law and to repress 
practices highly injurious to our public interests, the former being 
murders, thefts, &c., and the latter the clandestine sale of poisonous 
liquors to our soldiers and the merciless impositions on them by unpa¬ 
triotic and unscrupulous men; and finding also that repeated orders 
and admonitions and the strictest preventive measures within ordinary 
military regulations will not prevent traitors in the lower counties from 
trading with and communicating everything to the enemy, I have the 
honor to request that His Excellency the President will issue a procla¬ 
mation proclaiming martial law in the counties of Elizabeth City, York, 
Varwick, Gloucester, and Mathews; a large portion of the coast pop- 
ilation in the two latter counties, generally fishermen, oystermen, and 
jJortheru men, being unfriendly to onr cause. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEHDEK, 

[9.] Major-General, Gommanding. 


EicHMONU, March 10,1862. 

Ion. J. P. Benjamin: 

My Dear Sib: I have just received the inclosed letter from my 
friend General Anderson. It seems to me that the best use I can make 
of it is to inclose it to you, and therefore I do so. 

"With great respect, &c., very truly, yours, 

JAMES LYONS. 

[Inclosure.] 

WiLMlNOTON, March 5, 1802. 

My Dbab Lyons : Just leaving for the Upper Cape Fear on duty. 
I have but a moment^ as the boat is waiting, and use that moment to 
say, do all you can to get force to Suffolk. From all I can learn, Nor¬ 
folk will fall soon unless a largely increased force is speedily i)laced at 
Suffolk. After Norfolk they come on Eichmond. So vital do I regard 
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these points to oiir country that if I had my way I would hold them at 
every hazard of blood and money. 

Your friend, faithfully, 

JOSEPH E. AYDEESOi^. 

I get my information from officers from NTorfolk. 

[9.] 




i 




General Peenoh: 


Peedeeioksbtjegi-, March 11,1862. 


Dear Sir : I thouglit I sliotild have had the pleasure of seeing you 
as you passed through with your brigade, but I missed you, for which 
I am sorry, as perhaps I might have verbally answered any questions 
you may have wished to ask. My different notes gave you all the infor¬ 
mation requisite, if you were able to read them. I think your orders were 
all as well carried out as they could have been. I left about 1 o’clock, 
not wishing’ to have to travel at night, which I could not have done. 
When I left the guns had been spiked and everything prepared for the 
torch. Captain Swann had orders from me to roll the drum at dusk as 
a signal to do so, but J left it discretionary with him to act before, if 
circumstances made it prudent. At 4 p. m. he put my orders in execu¬ 
tion, and all the men left—got off safely. I hope you will excuse my 
not seeking you on “horseback” to make a personal report. It is a 
sad affair, and I suppose you don’t require more than absolutely neces¬ 
sary to be said about it. Kow, sir, with many thanks for all your kind¬ 
ness to me whilst under your command, I have to request your leave to 
report myself to the honorable Secretary of the Navy. I served nine 
months at Colston’s, and will be much pleased now to give my poor 


efforts to my own branch. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 


f!TTA'PAT?,D. 


[5.J 


Commander^ G, S. Wavy, 


Enoinbbr Bureau, 

Richmond., March 11 ^ 1862. 

Lieut. Hbntey T. Douglas, Provisional Army, 0. S., — 

Engineer in Charge, TorMown: 

Sir : The recent conflict at Newport News shows conclusively that 
water batteries, especially those near deep water, cannot injure mate- 
riallv properly constructed iron-clad vessels, nor <mntend with them. 

I am therefore clearly of opinion that no guns should be placed in case¬ 
mate at Yorktown except with a view to protect the shore, 32- 

pouuders firing up the beach and two down would do this, and their 
embrasures could be of such splay as not to be exposed to vessels from 
the water. Four 32-pounders placed as I have suggested are all that 
are required to defmid the shore reasonably wdl, although a greater 
nnmS would of course improve the defense. These same arguments 
apply to Gloucester Point, and Colond Ca^r, is 
witli mft He will lav mv views before General Magruder. fi y^ 
have collected a large number of logs they may be eajSily 

used in constructing bomb-proofs, &c. 

sula where I think casemates of value is and 

enemy cannot approach that point nearer than about half a mile, and 



500 


MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. LXUL 


properly constructed casemates may resist their fire from that distance. 
As a natural consequence of what I have said, I should advise that 
all the guns be removed from the water batteries and placed on the 
hill, and that as promptly as possible. On the hill the iron-clad gun¬ 
boats will find it almost impossible to injure the batteries while they 
would destroy almost immediately all water batteries, especially those 
near deep water. The four or six guns (say 82s), which I suggest 
shall be placed in a sort of masked battery on the beach, shall commu¬ 
nicate with the interior of your works by a covered way. Below I give 
a sketch of the idea: 



The detailed plans I have not worked up, but will try to send down 
by Colonel Carter in a day or two. The object, then, to be kept in mind 
is to withdraw as much as possible our guns from the murderous fire of 
iron-clad vessels 5 however, in positions effective against transports and 
wooden war vessels. The bluff batteries at Yorktown fill all these con¬ 
ditions. It is evidently impossible to keep such a vessel as the Ericsson 
from passing our batteries, but vessels of her class are exceedingly 
expensive and unfit for transporting troops, and thus only able to inter¬ 
rupt water communication. We shall therefore before long be forced 
to rely upon land transportation in great measure. Positive obstructions, 
very heavy guns, and torpedoes or infernal machines, I think, will suc¬ 
ceed against even iron-clad vessels, and it is to these means we are hav¬ 
ing recourse on James Eiver. Detailed men are paid for extra duty by 
the Quartermaster’s Department, in accordance with the Army Eegu- 
lations. It is proposed to place immediately to your credit $20,000. As 
soon as the necessary delays have been gone through with in the Treas¬ 
ury Department you will receive a notification. I shall press the mat¬ 
ter. Mr. Dade will give you further information respecting your requi¬ 
sitions, &c. Please show this letter to General Magruder, to whom I 
propose writing by Colonel Carter. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

ALPEED L. EIYES, 

[9.] Acting Chief] Engineer Bureau. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppioe, 

1^0.58. ) Bichmondj March 13^ 1862, 

# # * # # # 

XIY. Brig. Gen. Samuel G. French is relieved from duty with the 
Army of the Potomac, and will without delay report in person to Gen¬ 
eral E. E. Lee, in this city. 

#*#***# 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[5.] Assistant Adjiitant-General. 
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Goldsboeotoh, March 13, 1862—4.30 p. m. 

General S. OooPEE, 

Richmond, Ya.; 

The train just arrived from Few Berne, having left there at 1 p. m. 
The firing upon the lower batteries has been continuous since 8 a. m., 
so the conductor reports. Fo oflSoial dispatches from General Branch. 
If you have any re-enforcements to send please forward them without 
delay and notify me beforehand of their coming. 

B. 0. GATLIF, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

(Same to Governor Clark, Baleigh.) 

[9.] 


Goldsboroug-H, March 13, 1862. 

Governor Clabk:, 

Baleigh: 

General Branch reports the enemy in force twelve miles below New 
Berne. Please forward any troops that you may have at your disposal. 
The telegraph to New Berne will not operate. 


[ 9 -] 


B. 0. GATLIF, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hbadquaktees Depaetkent of Noeth Oaeolina, 

Ooldshoroiigh, March 13, 1802. 

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Beanoh, 

Oommanding, (&e., Neio Berne, N. G. : 

Geneeal: Your dispatch by special train, dated 9 p. m. yesterday, 
did not reach here until 0 this morning, owing to a breakdown in the 
train. The telegraph does not answer, so I fear the wire has been cut. 
1 shall telegraph your information to Eichmond and have all the troops 
in the department assembled to go to your assistance, and as soon as I 
am satisfied that I have done all that I can here I will go down and 
join you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, - — 

[9.] Brigadier- General. 


Heabqxjaetees Depaetmbnt of Noeth Oaeolina, 

Goldshorough, March 13, 1862. 

Brigadier-General Beakoh, 

Commanding Forces, die., Neto Berne: 

Geneeal: The train has just arrived, I regret to say, without a line 
from you. The telegraph does not work. Please send me all the infor¬ 
mation you have in I'egard to the number of vessels, <&:c., of the enemy 
by the return train. Colonel Lane’s regiment, some 350 strong, will 
leave Wilmington at 10 p. m., and I have sent a train for Jones’ bat¬ 
tery at Tarborough, Have sent to the Secretary of War and Governor 
for re enforcements; have heard nothing from .either. I trust that you 
will be able to make a successful resistance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[9,] Brigadier- General. 
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Goldsboroug-H, March IS, 1S6^, 

General J. R. Anderson, 

Wilmington: 

The enemy are in force below Few Berne. Have Colonel Lane’s 
regiment held in readiness to move at a moment’s notice, transporta¬ 
tion, &c. Let me know when the regiment is ready. 

E. O. GATLIF, 

[9.] Brigadier- General. 


Goldsboroitgi-h, March 13,1862. 

Brig. Gen. J. E. Anderson, 

Wilmington, ISF. G.: 

Yes; send the company you mention. Please require the troops to 
leave as soon as possible. 

E. 0. GATLIF, 

[9. ] Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


General Orders, ) War Department, 

V Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Fo. 15. ; Richmond, March 14,1862. 

I. The following proclamation is published for the inforination of all 
concerned: 


PnOCLAMA.TIO]Sr. 

By virtue of the power vested in mo by law to declare the suspension of the priv¬ 
ilege of the writ of habeas corpus— 

I, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of America, do proclaim 
that martial law is hereby extended over the counties of Elizabeth City, York, War¬ 
wick, Gloucester, and Mathews, and I do proclaim the suspension of all civil juris¬ 
diction (with the exception of that enabling the courts to take cogni/a’ico of the 
probate of wills, the administration of the estates of deceased persons, the qualiii- 
cation of guardians, to enter deci'ees and orders for the partition and sale of prop¬ 
erty, to make orders concerning roads and bridges, to assess county levies, and to 
order the payment of county dues), and the suspension of the privilege of the writ 
of habeas corpus in the counties aforesaid. 

In faith whereof I have hereunto signed my name and set my seal this Uth day of 
March, in the year 1862. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 

IL Majjor-General Magruder, commanding the Army of the Penin¬ 
sula, is charged with the due execution of the foregoing proclamation. 
He will forthwith establish an efficient military police and will enforce 
the following orders: 

III. All distillation of spirituous liquors is positively prohibited, and 
the distilleries will forthwith be closed. The sale of spirituous liquors 
of any kind is also prohibited, and establishments for the sale thereof 
will be closed. 

IV. All persons infringing the above prohibition will suffer such 
punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a court-martial; 
provided that no sentence to hard labor for more than one month shall 
be inflicted by the sentence of a regimental court-martial, as directed 
by the Sixty-seventh Article of War. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

S. OOOPEE, 

[9.J Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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Goldsboeou&H, Mm-ch 14, 1862. 

. Governor H. T. Olaek, 

BaleigJi, N. G. : 

Fifty-five rifles were given to Captain Atwell, Twentieth North Car¬ 
olina, for temporary use at New Berne. When will the troops from 
Ealeigh arrive? They should come as soon as possible. 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[9-] Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Goldsboeotjgh, March 14,1862. 

Brig. Gen. J. E. Anbeeson, 

Wilmington, A. G.: 


Clingman’s and Eadcliife’s regiments have been ordered toNew Berne. 
Please ascertain at what time they maybe expected here, and expedite 
them as much as possible. 


[9-] 


E. C. GATLIN, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Goldsborough, 14^ 1862» 

General J. E. Anderson, 

> Wilmington: 

j Kew Berne fell into tlie hands of the enemy about 11 o’clock this 
morning. The forces are retreating in this direction. I am confined 
to my room and desire you to come up in the morning train. 

R. 0. GATLIK, 

[9.] Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


I Headquarters Army of the Peninsula, 

) YorMo'wnj March 15^ 1862, 

General S. Cooper, 

A djutant- General^ Biolmond: 

Sir ; I have the honor to request that martial law be extended over • 
the county of James City, which is omitted in the proclamation of the 
President. Jamestown Island and Williamsburg, in that county, beitif'^ 
important commands in my department, and martial law operating only 
5 upon a portion of the latter, as it is situated in York and James City 
counties, and great disorder is represented to be at times caused by the 
sale there of spirituous liquors, the good of the service requires that 
they should be subject to martial law. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

[9.] Major-General^ Commanding, 

f - 

Headquarters Department of North Carolina, 

Goldsborough, March 15y 1862, 

General S. Cooper, 

■ Adjutant and Inspector General^ Richmond^ Ya,: 

General: I have the honor to forward herewith Brig. Gen. L. O’B. 
Branch’s report of the engagement at New Berne.* You will perceive 


See VoLIX, p. 240. 
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that he protaises a more detailed report at some future time. Kiustoii, 
where lie is now assembling his forces, is upon the Atlantic and North o 
Carolina Eailroad, about twenty miles from this place and some thirty- 
four miles from New Berne. I am not accurately informed of his 
strength, but presume it does not exceed 4,000 effective men. Ead- 
cliffe’saudOlingman’s regiments, with the two batteries from Wilming¬ 
ton, will increase it to about 0,000. This force will require an additional 
brigadier-general of experience and intelligence, who, I hope, will be 
assigned at once. The smallest estimate placed upon the force of the 
enemy at New Berne is 22,000. That is the number stated by a lieu¬ 
tenant who is now a prisoner in our hands. If it is exxiected that the 
railroad at this x)oint is to he x)rotected our forces must be largely 
increased to meet one so sujierior in numbers. I cannot urge this point 
too strongly, and hope that it wdll be speedily done. Doubtless the 
force now reassembling at Kinston has been somewhat demoralized by 
its late defeat, which might be cured by an early and large increase. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIN, 

[9.j Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


GoLBSBOiiouaH, March 16,1862. 

Governor Clark, 

' Raleigh: 

General Branch’s force consisted of over 4,000 men. They lost all 
their baggage. They require tents, camp kettles, mess i)ans, and axes. 
It will be impossible to restore order if these are not supplied and that 
without the least delay. A large number, i)robably the whole, are 
without greatcoats or blankets. If your clothing officer can supply, 
please order them sent down immediately. I will go down to Kiuston 
this morning. 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[9.] Brigadier ’ General. 


Eappahannook, March 17,1862. 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis: 

I am i)laciiig the troops south of the Eapidau to ho able to communi¬ 
cate with Fredericksburg. Have been greatly delayed by the condition 
of the country and by the railroads. I hope that the First and Second 
Divisions will cross the Eapidau to morrow. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 
[5.] 


Special, Orders, ) Headquarters at Mr. Clark’s, 

No. 30. ) Monday, March 17,1862. 

Col. Thomas H. Taylor, of First Kentucky Eegiment, is placed in 
command of the post at Orange Court-House, and invested with the 
I)Ower and authority of provost-marshal for the town and vicinity. 
Captain Desha, with an efficient guard of 200 men from the same regi¬ 
ment, is appointed assistant provost-marshal, and will, under instruc¬ 
tions from Colonel Taylor, regulate the town. Major Orossland will 
take command of the remaining portion of the regiment. The provost- 
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marshal will see that perfect order is preserved in the streets, will 
close all stores and shops where liquor is sold, and will use the most 
stringent measures to ]^revent the sale or issue of intoxicating drink. 
All stragglers from the army who are in the town, or who may attempt 
to enter it without proper authority, are to be arrested and reported to 
their regiments. N’o recruits, furloughed men, or officers returning 
from leave will be allowed to pass Orange Court-House to the front to 
join their regiments. Ho officers or enlisted men will be allowed to enter 
the town unless with a pass signed by order of General Johnston, Major- 
General Smith, or the provost-marshal. The exceptions are as follows: 
General officers and officers of any general staff; field officers; officers 
of the general staff, and all company officers and enlisted men produc¬ 
ing evidence that they are on public duty. 

Bv command of Maj, Gen. G. W. Smith: 

JASPER S. WHITIHG, 

[5.] Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

02. ) Eicliniond^ March l.S, 186S. 

^ ^ * # * # * 

XXI. Ool. T. E. B. Cobb’s Legion, Georgia Volunteers, -will return 
immediately to tbe Peninsula and report for duty to M£iior-General 
Magruder. Tbe infantry 'will go by railroad to City Point, and thence 
by steamer to King’s Mill. Tbe cavalry, baggage wagons, &c., ■will 
marob to Carter’s wharf and cross to Jamestown Island. 

« . » at « * * 


By command of tbe Secretary of War: 

[ 11 .] 


JKO. WITHEES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eiohmond, March 18,1862. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Magbtjder, 

Torktown, Va.: 

Sir : Your letter of tbe 15tb instant is received. Tbe order re,spe^. 
ing martial law, to which you refer, was made m 
your former recommendation on*that subject, and it is a matter ot 
?eSet that auy want of particularity in specifying wbat ^aye^ed 
should BOW render a change necessary. The Secietary of Wai , how 
ever, now authorizes you to estend the terms of the order wo- 

Satod. as requested iii your letter, to tbe county of James Citj', Ya. 

Very respectfully, &c., S. COOPBE, 

j Adjutant and Tnsjgector General. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

BicJmondj March 18^ 1862, 


Maj, Gen. B. Huceb, 

Commanding^ Aforfolk^ Ya.: . r. ^ 

Sir- In renlv to vour letter of tbe 17tb instant I have tbe bonor to 
inform you that I fiSly approve of your refusal to send any one Xorth, 
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and advise you to decline to grant permission to persons applying for 
passports to leave the Confederate States, even to remain in Norfolk. 
The best course to pursue is to order them all away. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant., 

J. P. BElSTJAMm, 

[9.] Secretary ofWar, 


WrLMiNaTON, March ISj 1862, 

Hon. Geobce Davis: 

Allow me, as salt commissioner of this State, to call the attention of 
Confederate authorities through you to the vital importance of defend¬ 
ing this place. If our people are not supplied with salt this State is 
vanquished. Just as the State salt-works were about to be got into 
operation at the best locality on our coast, Currituck Sound, the expend¬ 
iture was lost and the work defeated by the unpardonable loss of 
Eoanoke Island. Morehead City was the next best locality. The State 
works there were just beginning to produce salt and were in rapid 
course of enlargement when the fall of New Berne, through inadequate 
numbers of troops and incompetent commanders, cut oft* these works. 
Wilmington is the last chance. If the Government cannot or will not 
defend this place the bravest and most sanguine will give up all as lost. 
The State works here are now producing some forty bushels per day, 
and wdll be rapidly and greatly enlarged so as to produce 1,000 bushels 
l)er day if the place be defended. At all events, every ef(*ort will be 
made to produce at least this much. On the assumption that the 
Government will not allow the State to be sacrificed by the fall of Wil¬ 
mington, no expense will be spared to push up the salt-works here. 
Individuals are making some 400 bushels per day here. If there be 
delay or an inadequate number of troops and incompetent commanders, 
as at New Berne and Eoanoke Island, whereby we are cut off from salt, 
the railroad and arsenal at Fayetteville taken, our railroads and cotton 
factories stopped or rendered inefficient for want of the peanut oil 
manufactured at no other point, I think it will be fatal to the Southern 
Confederacy. 

Yours, very resi)ectfully, 

J. M. WOETH. 

[9-] 


Headquabtebs Depabtment of Nobth Cabolina, 

Goldshorough^ March 19,1862. 

General S. Coopeb, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

Genebal : In accordance with Special Orders, No. 60,1 have turned 
over the command of this department to Brig. Gen. J. E. Anderson, 
0. S. Army, and await further orders from the War Dei)artment. My 
being relieved at this particular juncture would lead to the belief that 
it was done in consequence of the fall of New Berne. If such is the 
case, or if any blame is attached to me for our misfortunes in that quar¬ 
ter, I desire that an investigation be had at the earliest day practica¬ 
ble. Please reply at your earliest convenience. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. GATLIN, 

[9. J ’ Brigadier- General. 



507 


Chap. LXIII.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.-CONFEDERATE. 


Special Orders, 
64. 


) Adjt. and Insp, General’s Office, 

3 Richmo7idy March 20^ 1862, 


yill. Any proceedings taken by the authorities of the State of Vir¬ 
ginia for the collection of the public revenue are hereby exempted from 
the operations of General Orders^ Kos. 9,11, and 15, Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s Office, of March 1, 8, and 11 [141, 1862, declaring 
martial law. ® 


By command of the Secretary of War: 

[ 11 .] 


JKO. WITHEES, 
Assistant Adjiitan t- General, 


Eichmond, Va., March 20 , 1862 , 

To the House of Eepresentatives, Gonfed. States of America: 

In reply to the resolution of the House of Eepresentatives of the 24th 
ultimo, requesting the President to furnish certain information in refer¬ 
ence to the James Eiver defenses and the defenses of the city of Eich- 
inond, with his own opinion thereon, and to cause a survev to be made 
of the Ohickahominy and its branches, with reference to its being occu¬ 
pied as a defensive line, I transmit herewith a communication from the 
Secretary of War, submitting a report of Capt. Alfred L. Eives, in 
charge of the Engineer Bureau, on the subjects referred to, so far as the 
information obtained will admit. 

The report of Captain Eives states the facts in regard to the state of 
the defenses of the James Eiver and the city of Eichmond; and in the 
views presented by him I generally concur. It may be proper, however, 
to add something in explanation of the facts presented, and my own 
impressions derived from various sources from time to time. The work 
at Day’s Point possesses but little value for the defense proper of the 
James Eiver. It was located with regard to the protection of Burwell’s 
Bay and the country above from foraging excursions of the enemy by 
water, and as a protection to our own boats in the river. A site some¬ 
what lower down would have been preferable, according to informatjen^ 
obtained since the location of the work; but it has thus far fulfilledTits 
object; and as it has been well constructed, with much labor and 
expense, it is probably best not to disturb it except by the addition of 
a small outwork to command the approaches in its rear, which I am 
told is being done. 

The next position above, defended by the works at Hardy’s Blufr and 
Mulberry Island, possesses great importance from being the right flank 
of General Magruder’s chosen defensive line on the Peninsula, and the 
lowest point which gives the hope of a successful protection of the river 
against the wooden fleets of the enemy. Iron-clad vessels, of which we 
have not had sufficient experience to form a correct judgment, can pass 
these works, as the channel is too wide and deep for obstructions, unless 
wrought-iron bolts, now being prepared for trial against the Ericsson 
battery (Monitor) and others of the same class, prove more effective 
than can be reasonably hoped for; but still the transports necessary for 
a formidable expedition ought to be kept back by the batteries so long 
as they are held; and it is thought that they should not be silenced by 
a few iron-clad vessels operating with a small number of guns at long 
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range, especially as the battery at Hardy’s Bluff has considerable eleva¬ 
tion. Both works are strong agai nst a land attack. The guns at James¬ 
town Island will probably be removed to the position just referred to, 
as soon as it is fully prepared for them. 

The i)osition at Drewry’s Bluff*, seven or eight miles below Eichmond, 
which has intimate relations with the defenses proper of the city, was 
chosen to obstruct the river against such vessels as the Monitor. The 
work is being rapidly completed. Either Fort Powhatan or Kennon’s 
Marshes, if found to be the proper positions, will be fortified and 
obstructed as at Drewry’s Bluff* to prevent the ascent of the river by 
iron-clad vessels. Blocking the channel, where sufficiently narrow, by 
strong lines of obstructions, filling it with submarine batteries, and flank¬ 
ing the obstructions by well-protected batteries of the heaviest guns, 
seem to offer the best and speediest chances of protection, with the means 
at our disposal, against iron-clad floating batteries. The field-works 
for the defense of Eichmond, which are arranged upon the plan of the 
detached system, conceded by most military men to be the best, are 
completed with the exception of two on the side of the city, and one 
main and two accessory works on the Manchester side. The unfinished 
works will be completed as soon as more important ones farther from 
the city are in a more efficient condition. The line occupied by these 
works was chosen to make it as short as possible, partly from the diffi¬ 
culty of defending a longer line, and partly from the time, labor, and 
expense necessary to construct such a one. It is rather nearer the city 
than desirable, but the enemy must remain out of reach of our guns, at 
least as heavy as his, until the line is carried, and then the city must 
fall, whether the line be near or removed within the limits of a few 
miles. I see no advantage in constructing a new line more removed 
from the city, unless the Ohickahominy be found suited to the system 
of dams and overflow which I think, from the information in my posses¬ 
ion, is problematical. Should the enemy get near enough to lay siege 
0 this city, additional works can be thrown up as he develops his plans 
ind means; and these, with those already constructed, can be armed 
v^ith the guns which would necessarily be brought back with the troops 
to defend them. The want of heavy guns and the requisite carriages 
has prevented the fortifications here from being armed with them to 
any extent, and I do not think it wise to take them for this purpose 
from other points where, in my opinion, they are more needed. Any 
system of fortification which could be constructed during the war for 
the defense of this city would only serve to gain time. An army which 
allows itself to be shut up in a fortified city must finally yield to an 
enemy superior in numbers and munitions of war. 

JEEF’N DAVIS. 


[Inclosure.] 

Wae Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond^ March 19^ 1862. 

The President : 

Sir: I have the honor of submitting herewith the only report that it 
is practicable now to make in response to that part of the resolution of 
the House of Eepresentatives of the 24th ultimo which has reference 
to a survey of the fortifications of James Eiver. As the call of the 
House asked for a survey “to be made by the best military engineer at 
his (your) command, without detriment to the public service ekewhere, 
aided by an experienced military officer,” I have been very anxious that 
the wish of the House should be satisfied if possible, but the number of 
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Skilled officers in our service is so limited when compared with, the demand 
for them that the Chief of Engineers has not yet been able to comply 
with the desire expressed by the House “without detriment to the 
service elsewhere.” IJnwiUmg to leave this Department with even the 
appearance of neglecting a call of the House for information, I respect- 
fiilly submit the report of Captain Eives, Chief of the Engineer Bureau, 
as the most that I have been able to accomplish. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

J. P. BEHJAMm, 

Secretary of War. 

[Sub-inclosure.] 

War Department, Engineer Bureau, C. S. A., 

Richmond^ Ya.. March 12.1862. 

Hon. J. P. Benjajviin, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : The following report is respectfully submitted as a partial reply 
to the resolution of Congress of February 24, calling for information, 
surveys, and reports connected with the defenses of Eichmond; 

In ascending the James Eiver the defenses consist of— 

First. Fort Boykin, Day’s Ifeck, mounting ten guns, 42-pounders and 
32-pounders, hot shot. 

Second. Fort Huger, Hardy’s Bluff, mounting thirteen guns, one 10- 
inch, columbiad pattern, rifled, in barbette; four 9-inch Dahlgrens, rifled, 
in barbette 5 two S-inch columbiads, rifled, in barbette; six hot-shot 
32-pounders on ship carriages. 

Third. Mulberry Island Point Battery, five 42-pounder guns, in bar¬ 
bette; two 8-inch columbiads en route; fifteen casemates building 
rapidly and large covering work nearly completed. 

Fourth. Jamestown Island Batteries, thirteen guns, four 9-inch Dahl¬ 
grens; four 8-inch columbiads, and* two more.en route; five hot-shot, 
long 32-pounders. 

Fifth. Drewry’s Bluff Battery, coupled with obstructions in the 
river, is being rapidly constructed under the direction of Lieutenant 
Mason, of the Provisional Engineer Corps. 

The first is completed, while the second and third are being rapidly 
and intelligently improved with bomb-proofs, &c., by Captain Ctek^ 
of the Provisional Engineer Corps, who has a force of at least 1,000 
hands. From twenty to thirty miles below City Point there are two 
positions, Fort Powhatan and Kennon’s Marshes, which have been 
thoroughly examined by the ablest officers at the disposition of the 
Department and reported to be good locations for batteries. If they 
are placed at either of the above points, obstacles should be constructed 
in connection with them. The final and intelligent selection of a si^ 
can, consequently, only be determined by a thorough hydrographic 
survey. 

In regard to the Eichmond defenses, it was the opinion of General 
Leadbetter that the works around the city were rather near, but so 
much had been done at the time he took charge of them that he directed 
me on leaving for Tennessee to carry out the plans adopted by the 
engineer department of Yirginia. This I have sought to do with the 
means at my disposition, and a large proportion of the leading works 
are completed. Intermediate secondary breast-works could be thrown 
up with sufficient rapidity by the troops who are to defend the main 
works when there is occasion; labor in that direction at present would 
seem to be injudicious. Most of the works are closed and those that 
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are not so can be rapidly protected. Directions bave been given to 
drain the magazines thoroughly, and, if necessary, to construct new 
ones. There are but few guns mounted on the works. A full arma¬ 
ment for them would be exceedingly difficult to procure, and the propri¬ 
ety of concentrating so many pieces on a contracted local defense would 
seem, at least, doubtful. The batteries on the Manchester Hills are 
very nearly, if not entirely, constructed, and a force has been called out 
to repair and complete them. 

Drewry’s Bluff:*, a most commanding point, where the James Eiver is 
narrowest, about seven miles below Kichmond, has been selected as the 
best point for a battery, coupled with obstructions. In its immediate 
vicinity, also, is a strong commanding ridge, on the line of the approach 
from Petersburg to Eichmond. In regard to the line of the Ohickahom- 
iny, I can as yet make no definite report, although an officer is on duty in 
its examination. The recent calls for engineers by General Johnston 
and others have left me but limited professional resources. I have 
heard, however, that Colonel Talcott, chief of the Virginia engineer 
corps, examined this line, but did not think very favorably of it. It 
may, however, be possible to erect in a reasonable time a series of dams, 
with properly'constructed covering works, which would add greatly w 
the strength of the Eichmond defenses on the north. As soon as the 
surveys are completed a full report will be promptly made. 

The James Eiver defenses, which are rapidly improving, afford 
already a good protection against wooden fleets, but not against iron¬ 
clad vessels. From recent developments it is evident that nothing but 
the very heaviest ordnance can contend successfully with this latter 
class. It is to such means we are resorting on the James Eiver. In 
positions similar to those of Port Huger, Yorktown, and Mulberry 
Island Point, the only course left to pursue seems to be to mount the 
guns on bluffs, where they are not liable to be struck, or in well-con¬ 
structed casemates, to contend with wooden ships, keeping sand-bags 
'eady filled to protect them against iron-clad vessels. This class is so 
axcessi vely expensive and confined as to be ill adapted to the transpor¬ 
tation of troops in large numbers. The effect, however, of passing our 
lower batteries by preventing the safe navigation of our rivers above 
them will probably be to force us at no distant day to rely in great 
measure on land transportation. A mistaken impression on my part 
that this report was called for on the termination of the surveys has 
led to the delay, for which it is the only excuse. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

ALFEED L. EIVES, 

[11.] Acting Ohief Engineer Bureau^ 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond^ March 20^ 1862, 

Major-General Holmes, 

Fredericksburg: 

General ! The President requests that I should inform you that unof¬ 
ficial reports have reached him of great destruction of property, burn¬ 
ing of tents, destruction of ammunition, &c., in the division commanded 
by General Whiting in the recent retrograde movement of the army, 
and he desires that you will require of General Whiting a detailed 
report on the subject. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 

[5.1 Acting Secretary of War, 
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Headquarters District of Lewisbueo, 

Lewisburg^ March 20^ 1862. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : Inclosed please find a letter addressed to me by Lieutenant- 
Oolonel Einney, stationed at Lewisburg, commanding District of 
Gauley. I believe Mr. A. T. Oaperton, General Chapman, and other 
leading men of this section have requested that martial law be declared 
in the adjoining counties. I think, myself, that it would have a very 
beneficial effect. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. HETH, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters District of Gauley, 

Leivisbtirg^ March H, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. H. Heth, 

Commanding District of Lewisburg: 

General : Although the orders issued by General Chapman to the 
militia have been in the hands of the colonels more than a week, no 
men have yet reported for duty. Colonel Henry reports to me that he 
has reason to believe that it is the intention of both officers and men 
to disregard the orders. I have made a statement of the case to Gen¬ 
eral Chapman. Had I the authority, I should at once have the officers 
arrested. Nothing but martial law can bring about a healthy state of 
things in this district. I would respectfully suggest that it be at once 
proclaimed. A Jacksonian policy—a strong hand—a determined 
course, will alone meet the requirements of the times. I have the 
entire strength of the Twenty-second Eegiment now| at work upon the 
fortifications, but the men work reluctantly, and so little is done. 

Yery respectfully, &c., _ 

^ ^ ’ WM. W. EINNEY, 

JAeiitenant-Colonelj Commanding District of Gauley. 


[First indorsement.] 


March 27,1862. 

Declare martial law in Greenbrier and adjoining counties as may be 
shown necessary. The suspension of the writ is the consequence ot 
martial law. Probate courts and courts for the trial of crimes not cog¬ 
nizable by courts-martial will still be necessary, and should not be 


interrupted. 


J. D[AYIS1. 


[Second indorsement.] 

Proclaim martial law in Greenbrier and sucb adjoining counties as 
General Hetb may designate iu general order^ ^ E[AJ1D0LPH] 

[ 12 .] 


Special Obdeks, > Adjt. and 
No. 65. ] 

^ ^ * 

XIL Oapt. G. G. Otey, with, his 


Insp. Gbneeal’s Oppiob, 

Richmond, March 21,1862. 

* * 
light artillery company Virgtaia 
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Volunteers, will proceed as soon as practicable to Lewisburg, Va., and 
report for duty to Brig. Gen. Henry Heth, commanding. 

******* 


By command of the Secretary of War : 

JliTO. WITHBES, 

[12.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eiohmond, March 21,1862. 

President Dayis: 

The steamers and schooners, which arrived at HamiJtoii Eoads with 
trpops, went to sea this morning. They are evidently bound for North 
Carolina, where a great battle is to be fought. Our troops are going, 
but they want a commander. Disaster there would be ruinous. I rec¬ 
ommend that Longstreet or G. W. Smith be sent at once. 

E. E. LEE. 
[9.] 


OlEOTTLAE.] HEADQTTAETEES SECOND DIVISION, 

March 21,1862. 

The headquarters of this division are established at Taylor’s house 
on the old Fredericksburg road. 

By command of Major-General Longstreet: 

G. MOXLBT SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Office, 

No. 66. ) Biclmond, March 22,1862. 

^ # # 

XYIII. The regiment of North Carolina Volunteers formerly com¬ 
manded by Ool. Eobert Eansom will proceed by slow marches to 
Weldon, N. 0. 

**####* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEE8, 

[9.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eapidan Station, Va., March 1862. 

Hon. G. W. EANDOLPH, 

Secretary of War^ G, 8, A.: 

Sib : Permit me to congratulate you and the COtintry upon your well- 
deserved imomotion. Everyone hopes, and confidently expects, a salu¬ 
tary change. Will you permit me to call your attention to a few facts'? 
There can be no doubt that the enemy has been fully apprised of our 
strength and movements through treachery in our own War Depart¬ 
ment. It is certain that McClellan was better informed on these points 
than even major-generals in our army. The second matter to which I 
wish to refer is one about which we have often conversed, viz, the scat¬ 
tering of our forces and batteries. It seems to have been the policy of 
Mr. Benjamin (if he had any policy at all) to have a small detachment 
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and a weak battery at every point wliere tlie enemy iniglit land. The 
consequence has been that we have been beat in detail. For the last 
two days I have been engaged in answering questions proposed by a 
committee of the House of Eepresentatives on the subject of the 
Eoanoke Island disaster. In the narrative of events prepared for the 
committee I have tried to show the folly of this system. Thus, at Hat- 
teras there were two forts, Clark and Hatteras. The first was carried 
without a shot being fired in support of it from the second, and then 
Hatteras was taken in turn. It was the same thing at Port Koyal. 
At Eoanoke Island I found two forts, not in supporting distance, the 
weaker next to the enemy. I ordered its abandonment, but I see that 
the order was not executed. The smaller fort was taken, and the really 
efTective one did not fire a shot. At New Berne I found three forts. I 
ordered one of them to be demolished, but instead of doing it they con¬ 
structed a fourth. This fourth was the only one attacked, and when it 
fell the others were abandoned. And just as soon as our batteries have 
been scattered, so have been our forces. I had 3,000 men at Leesburg 
and could have been annihilated at any moment the enemy pleased to 
make the effort. Our forces are now partly concentrated, but it is only 
so on this line. In North Carolina there are forces in Hyde County, at 
Washington, &c., which can be destroyed or captured at the pleasure 
of the foe. Can any madness or folly excel this! With the water 
facilities of the Yankees they can strike where they choose, and it is 
nonsense to guard every x)omt, especially when the guard is so imper¬ 
fect and so hazardous. I stated to the committee that the batteries on 
James Eiver were so scattered that the euemy could steam np to Idch- 
mond without being delayed more than half a day to reduce them all. 
I trust that you will excuse me for intruding upon your time, hut I 
have mourned over these follies until it has almost set me crazy. I am 
just recovering from a similar attack to the one at Yorktown. It has 
been my misfortune to have been in command of a post since the break 
ing out of the war, and the sedentary life has been very injurious t( 
cue afflicted with spinal disease. It was my hopes to have been a sol 
dier in this war, but I have only been a passport clerk. 

Wia. great respect, D. H. BILL, 

j-g j Briffadier-Oeneral. 


Headquaetees, 
Riclmiondj Fa., March 1862. 

Maj. Gen. B. Hug-ee, 

Commanding department of Norfolk: 

Sie: The Governor of this State has sent to me an opinion of the 
Attorney-General touching the legality of certain acts ot the officer 
appointed by you "with the title of “civil and military governor of 
district compoLd of the cities of Norfolk a-nd Portsmouth and the sur¬ 
rounding country to the distance of ten mdes from said cities, 
opinion is given upon several acts of the officer ^tladed to which c . 
been made the subject of complaint to the Governor, and which w 11 be 
more specifically pointed out as soon as the papers connected ^th the 
matter shall have been submitted to the President In the meantme, 
to avoid further complaints, ! desire that the cj 

above alluded to be directed to several facts 
evidently has fallen into a misapprehension. 

martial law does not, as that officer seems to suppose, suspend all the 

E.3 E E— TOT, TT PT 11 
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Itws ot* tlio State. It suspends the writ of habeas corpus and the action 
of the courts in all civil cases, except those mentioned in the i)roclaina- 
tion of the President. But it invests the military authorities with no 
general and arbitrary control of civil matters. Especially has the officer 
ap])ointed by you no power or control over the militia, the reorganiza¬ 
tion of which will take place under the laws and instructions that will 
shortly be communicated to you. it gives that officer no power to 
decide upon the right of any person to exemption from military duty, 
as be seems to have undertaken to do in the case of Mr. 0, B. Jones. 
In accordance with my understanding of the enforcement of martial law 
and in conformity with the course jiursiied in this city without objection, 
you will only require a provost-marshal with the style, ])ower, and duties 
of such officer, and I desire that the officer appointed by you to enforce 
the proclamation of the President and the orders issued in pursuance 
thereof he directed to conform in his style and course of proceeding with 
the foregoing views. A copy of the opinion of the Attorney-General 
will be forwarded to you for your guidance. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[11.] General^ Commanding, 


Speoiae Oebees, ) An.TT. ANB Insp. General’s Opeice, ’ 

No. C)7. ) Richmond^ March 1862, 

-Uf ^ * X? * * 

III. The Twenty-sixth Eegiment Alabama Volunteers, under Colonel 
Smith, will without delay proceed to Yorktown, Va., and report for duty 
to Major-General Magruder, commanding Army of [the] Peninsula, who 
will cause them to be armed there. 

* ^ 

XXIY, Tlie Fourteenth Eegiment Alabama Volunteers, under Colonel 
Judge, will proceed without delay to Yorktown, Va., and report for duty 
to Major-General Magruder, commanding Army of [the] Peninsula. 

iXc # # «F 

Bv command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[9.] Assistant Adjutant- General, 


General Orbers, ) Headquarters Seconb Division, 

No. 11. ) Gamp Taylor^ March 24^ 1862. 

Brig. Gen. A. P. Hill having reported for duty with this division, is 
assigned to the command of the First Brigade. 

By command of Major-General Longstreet: 

G. MOXLBY SOEEELL, 

[13.] Assistamt Adjutant-General. 


BapibAN, March 35, 1863. 

The Peesibent: 

Your dispateh of to-day just received, I sent by Captain Alexander 
this morning: a brief report of General Jackson.* The affair, as he 
describes it, i s not so serious as that given in your dispatch. General J. 
attacked the enemy under the impression that their force was less than 
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it proved to be, and was repulsed. At tlie time of his report he was 
waiting for the enemy's advance. He lost a gun and three caissons. 

_ J. E. JOHNSTOK. 

[12.J 


Special Orders, 
Ho. 69. 


! 


Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 
Richmond, March ;3it, 

■ ^ -if ')S= 4 


XII. Oapt. 0. E. Flournoy’s company Virginia cavalry, now at Pitt¬ 
sylvania Court-House, will proceed at once to Gordonkulle, and 
report to General J. E. Johnston, commanding, for duty as the tenth 
company, Sixth Regiment Virginia Cavalry. 

* '* 4 4 4 4 

XXX. The company of heavy artillery commanded by Capt.‘William 
V. Jordan, Provisional Army, will proceed to Yorktowii and report to 
Major-General Magruder. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[11 and 12.] Assista^it Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^ 2[arch ^6^ 1862, 

Col. A. 0. Myers, 

Quartermaster-General, &c.: 

Colonel : Information has reached me that there is a large quantity 
of corn and provisions along the line of the Roanoke River in Eastern 
North Carolina. The owners are unable to move the same for the want 
of the necessary transportation, audit will either fall into the hands of 
the enemy, or, to prevent this, be destroyed. I am told that the own¬ 
ers are willing to give it to the Government if the authorities will cause 
it to be secured. It might be absorbed by that portion of our army in 
that section of the State (one brigade being at Weldon, and several at 
or near Goldsborough), and with this view I have called your attention 
to the matter. General Huger has been written to in relation to 
subject, and in accordance with recent act of Congress to destroy if 
necessary to save from the enemy. Exertions, however, should be 
made to secure as much as xDOSsible for Government use. 

Very respectfully, ^ ^ 

General, Commanding, 

(Same to Colonel Northrop, commissary-general, &c.) 

[ 11 -] _ 

Headquarters First Brigade, 

Oamp Taylor, March 36,1862. 

The undersigned hereby assumes the command of the First Brigade. 
All orders and regulations heretofore existing will continue in force 
unless otherwise specially directed. 

A. P: HILL, 

[12.] Brigadier-General, G. 8. Army, Commanding First Brigade. 


I 
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Spbciai, Orders, ( Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 70. 5 KicJmond, March 3/, 1863. 

# ^ * # # 


III, Brig. Gen. C, L. Stevenson is relieved from duty in the Depart¬ 
ment of l^orfolk, and Avill proceed without delay to Knoxville, Teim., 
and report for duty to Maj. Gen. E. K. Smith, commanding. 


By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Special Oedebs, ) Adjt. and Insp. General^s Ofpice, 

No, 71. 3 Eichmondj Alarch 28^ 1862. 

X- ’ :a- # * * 

YIT. Capt. T. B. Manlove’s company (B), Twenty-first Eegiment 
Mississippi Volunteers, is transferred to Lieutenant-Colon el Taylor’s 
Second Battalion Mississippi Volunteers, and will report for duty to 
Major-General Magruder, commanding* Army of [the] Peninsula, at 
Yorktowii, Va., as part of said battalion. 

iie * * * 

IX. Capt. Samuel T. Wright’s comx>any Virginia Volunteers will 
proceed without delay to Yorktown, Va,, and report for duty to Major- 
General Magruder, commanding Army of the Peninsula. 

^ ^ * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[11,j Assistant Adjutant- General, 


GoLDSBOBOUaH, March 28^ 1862, 

General George W. Eandolph : 

Dear Sir : After expressing my great gratification and that of every 
one I have conversed with on the subject at your being called to the 
War Department I want to say a word about what is very dear to us 
ail. The Virginia having first illustrated the power of iron boats, it 
seems the destruction of the cities on navigable waters is only a ques¬ 
tion of time, and a short time, unless we can fall on a plan to prevent it. 
I therefore suggest to you the expediency of closing up the channel of 
James Eiver at some narrow point with stone. We have plenty above 
Eichmond, which may be carried down in canal-boats. I know tbis 
will give us trouble hereafter, but if we prevent the destruction of the 
city the removal of the stone will be a small matter. The stone may be 
sunk in vessels or otherwise, as maybe found best, and I would protect 
the stone blockade from being removed by a good battery on a high 
bluff. We are all quiet here. I don’t think there is much prospect of 
Burnside advancing, I rather expect an attack on Wilmington. At 
New Berne, if we march down on either side of the Trent (his army 
being on both sides), he may cross over and fight or not, as he chooses, 
he having the means of crossing and we none. Thus he has the advan¬ 
tage of us. Still I think it would be a good thing to destroy New 
Berne over their heads and take or destroy his stores. On this fine we 
are in the hands of the railroads, especially if they strike at Suffolk, 
and the roads are horribly conducted. In reference to blocking the 
river with stone, I don’t mean loose stone, for that would check the 



Chap. LXni.] CORRESPONDEKCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 


517 


current too much. Some other arrangement must be adopted—vessels 
or cribs. I hope you will have something done. I feel much concerned 
about it. 

Very truly, yours, 

[11.] JOSEPH R. AN-DEESOH. 


Goldsborough, Marcli ^5, 1802 . 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Elcltmond^ Ya.: 

General : The many false reports and abusive epithets bestowed 
upon jne in the ]iewspapers of this State since the fall of irew Berne 
make me impatient for a reply to my letter of the 19th instant. If I 
am blamed by the Government for the conduct of affairs in the Depart¬ 
ment of Eorth Carolina, surely I ought to be heard in my defense. On 
the contrary, if my conduct is approved common justice demands that 
I should be told so. I feel that until this is settled I can render no fur¬ 
ther service in the Army. I must therefore beg that immediate action 
be had on the letter referred to. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. GATLIE, 

[9.] Brigadier-Oen era}. 


General Orders, ^ War Department, 

[ Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ho. IS. ) Richmond^ March 29, 1862. 

I. The following pi'oclamation is published for the information of all 
concerned : 


PROCLAMATION. 

By virtue of the power vested in me by hiw to declare the suspension of the priv¬ 
ilege of tlie writ of habeas corpus— 

I, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of America, do proclaim 
that martial law is hereby extended over the counties of Greenbrier, Pocahontas, 
Bath, Alleghany, Monroe, Mercer, Raleigh, Fayette, Nicholas, and Randolph, and 
I do proclaim tHe suspension of all civil jurisdiction (with the exception of that 
enabling tbe courts to take cognizance of the probate of wills, the administratii)iijilL_. 
the estates of deceased persons, the qualification of guardians, to enter decrees and 
orders for the partition and sale of property, to make orders concerning roads and 
bridges, to assess county levies, and to order the payment of county dues), and the 
suspension of the writ of habeas corpus in the counties aforesaid. 

In faith whereof I have hereunto signed my name and set my seal this the 29th 
day of March, in the year 1862. 

* JEFFERSON DAVIS. 

II. Brig. Geu. Henry Heth is charged with the due execution of the 
foregoing proclamation. Ho will forthwith establish an efficient mili¬ 
tary police, and will enforce the following orders: 

III. All distillation of spirituous liquors is positively prohibited, and 
the distilleries will forthwith be closed. The sale of spirituous liquors 
of any kind is also prohibited, and establishments for the sale thereof 
will be closed. 

IV. All persons infringing the above prohibition will suffer such 
punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a court martial; 
provided that no sentence to hard labor for more than one month shall 
be inflicted by the sentence of a regimental court-martial as directed 
by the Sixty-seventh Article of War. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

S. OOOPEE, 

fl2.1 Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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Special Okdees, ) Ad.tt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 72. 1 Bielmond, March 1862. 

•X- .)J: # ;Jf # * 

Xiy. Oapt. James O. Hensley’s company Virginia Volunteers will 
proceed without delay to Norfolk, Va., and report for duty to Major- 
General Huger, commanding. 

* ^ 'K * * 

XXXT. Col. J. Lucius Davis is assigned to the command of the Wise 
Cavalry. He Avill proceed with the following companies to Yorktowu 
and report for duty to Major General Magruder, viz: The Caskie Ran¬ 
gers, Albemarle Rangers, Pate’s Rangers, Hawley’s <iompany, Wise’s 
Legion, Sussex Cavalry, Shields’ Dragoons (iudependeiit companies). 

* # -X * 

XXXIII. Lieut. Col. J. H. Richardson, commanding Forty-sixth 
Regiment Vii'ginia Volunteers, will proceed to Yorktowu with the fol¬ 
lowing companies and report for duty to Major-General Magruder, viz: 
Companies A, B, C, E, and H, Forty sixth Regiment Virginia Volun¬ 
teers; Company I, Fifty-ninth Regiment Virginia Volunteers. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant- 0eneral. 


Headquahters, 
BicJmond^ Fa., March 29^ 1862. 

Maj. Gen. B. Httoer, 

Commanding., ttc., Departmeoit of Norfolk: 

General: Your letter of the 27tli instant with its inclosiire was 
received. In reply I have to say that the proclamation of the President 
and the instructions of the War Department do not require for their 
enforcement any other officer than a provost-marshal with a proper 
guard to act as a military j)olice, and a court-martial to try persons 
arrested by the guard. The case of the establishment of martial law 
in our own country for the purposes of defense and public security does 
not require the same organization as is employed in a foi'eigu city in 
the military occupancy of a hostile force. There is therefore no neces¬ 
sity for a military and civil governor, and you will abolish that office 
and appoint one or more provost-marshals,'with such deputies as may 
be necessary, with power, by the use of a military police and such part 
of the ordinary police as it may be found desirable to employ, to enibree 
all orders and regulations issued or approved by you lor the purpose 
of preserving order and placing and maintaining your department in 
the best condition for purposes of defense and generally to accomplish 
the objects which it was the intention to secure by the establishment of 
martial law. All civil rights of individuals as between themselves, 
arising under the State or municipal laws, can only be enforced when¬ 
ever the jurisdiction of the civil courts shall be restored; those rights 
will become the subject of the military jurisdiction only when they 
affect the measures taken by your authority for the general purposes 
above stated. AH such measures will be executed by the provost- 
marshal and his guard, and offenders against your orders or those 
issued under your authority, and all persons arrested on any other 
charge affecting the public security, will he tried by the court to he 
appointed by you. You will also bear in mind that the civil and not 
the criminal jurisdiction of the State is suspended, and that offenders 
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against tlie State or municipal law will be arrested by the provost- 
marsbal and turned over to tiie ordinary criminal tribunal. An order 
bas been issued bere so far modifying tbe ebect of martial law as 
to enable tbe courts of tbe city to take cognizance “ of tbe probate of 
wills, tbe administration of tbe estates of deceased persons and tbe 
qualifications of guardians, to enter tbe decrees and orders for tbe 
partition and sale of property, to make orders concerning roads and 
bridges, to assess county levies, and order tbe payment of county dues.’’ 
A similar modification will be made in your department if required and 
desired by you. As to tbe militia, you will have received orders and 
instructions for tbeir organization and enrollment, under wbicb you 
will act. The course of procedure above directed i'or tbe enforcement 
of martial law bas been pursued bere with muck success and with¬ 
out complaint. You will decide whether to appoint one provost- 
marshal with deputies, or one for each city, adopting tbe course wbicb 
in your judgment will insure uniformity of action and promptness and 
efficiency in enforcing tbe law. I \vill observe tbe same thing as to tbe 
number "of courts-martial to be ordered. I deem it scarcely necessary 
to say that I did not intend in my i^revious letter, nor do I now, to 
reflect in any way on the motives or actions of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cantwell in the discharge of bis duties, and desire you to so inform that 
officer. This renders it unnecessary for me to specify the acts of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cantwell which have been made tbe subject of com¬ 
plaint to tbe Governor. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E;. E. LEE, 

[ 11 .] General^ Commandmg, 


Eichmond, Ya., March ^9^ 1862. 

Hon. G. W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: Yours dated tbe 25tb instant, inclosing a copy of tbe letter oi 
Major-General Huger of the 16th of February, 1862, was received by me 
in this city on tbe 28tb instant. Duties before tbe committee of tbe 
House of Eepresentatives of Congress, appointed to inquire in to^ ttm 
causes of tbe defeat at Eoanoke Island, have delayed tbe reply wines-' 
I now desire to make to that letter in order to negative each and every 
one of its material statements, wbicb I pronounce as unjust to me 
as they are unworthy of a commander in tbe position of General 
Huger. Late on the Sth of February I, then an invalid, was removed 
from Nag’s Head to Gallop’s Ferry, and thence, on tbe 9tb, up the 
Currituck Sound to Poplar Springs, within ten miles of the Currituck 
bridge, at tbe southern section of tbe Albemarle and Cbe^peake 
Canal. On tbe lOtb, from Poplar Springs, I addressed to General 
Huger a full report of all the information I bad respecting tbe battle 
at Eoanoke Island, and on tbe morning of that day, early, I proceeded 
to Currituck bridge in company with tbe colonel of the regiment ot 
North Carolina militia for that county. As soon as I am^dattbe 
bridge a messenger placed in my bands tbe orders of which tbe follow- 

reached Currituck bridge, and when these orders reached me. 
Colonel Corprew and his battalion of five companies had uot reached that 
place. You will observe, sir, that th ey were not addressed to Colonel 

*See Huger to senior officer dud Andersou to senior officer, Vol. IX, p. 155. 
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Oorprew, but were sent expressly in advance of him or any re-euforce- 
meiits, as a regiment was to be dispatebed, and was not dispatched when 
the orders were issued. They were addressed, the one (General Huger’s) 

, “To the senior officer commanding any troops at Currituck bridge or 

j neighborhood:” the other “To the senior officer at Currituck bridge or 

! neighborhood.” They were thus addressed because General Huger 

( was then uncertain whether I or who would be there. In the second 

: place they ordered the officer to “send back the steamer Boanoke with 

the four barges,” and the steamer was under my command. In the 
third place, the command at Currituck bridge was in the district 
assigned to my brigade, and had Colonel Corprew been found there 
with these orders in liand I should have outranked him and been the 
. officer of highest grade, as well as senior officer in command of the 

entire district. 13ut Colonel Corprew, with five com])anies of infantry, 
only arrived in the evening of the 10th, and reported merely to me lor 
duty. He was, as you will see by a subsequent letter from General 
Huger to me, expected to meet me, but he showed me no orders to him 
from General Huger, and I was not informed of any special orders to him 
1 to hold that point (Currituck bridge) and prevent the enemy from pass¬ 

ing through the south branch of the Chesapeake and Albemarle Canal 
I until I read the copy now before me of General Huger’s letter of the 

i 16th to Adjutant-General Cooper. I received no other orders, and was 

informed of no other orders than those of which the above are copies, 
and they contain no such clause as that alleged to have been given to 
Colonel Corprew. I consulted Colonel Corprew upon the movement of 
falling back. He concurred iu the policy of falling back, and he gave 
me no information of any order “to hold that point.” I obeyed my 
orders by obstructing the canal by sinking a heavy barge and dredg¬ 
ing machine at the l^orth Eiver mouth and between the bridge and 
the North Eiver mouth of it. 1 found the militia already ordered out 
ind assembled, but without arms or ammunition, or provisions or tools, 
but I organized them into working parties and set them to work in lev¬ 
eling the banks of the canal so as not to obstruct the only one gun 
hearing on the canal. .Four guns had been placed at the Currituck 
bridge (32-pouDders); one of them had been moved by Captain Lynch, 
and I had removed the powder for them to Eoanoke Island. Thus 
blit three were left, with no powder, at a bad earth-work, on the bridge, 
not commanding either mouth or end of the canal. The annexed map 
will sufficiently explain its position. Instead of placing these four 
heavy guns at the ends of the canal, five miles and a half apart, they 
were placed between them at the bridge, three covering the road lead¬ 
ing from Poplar Springs and Powell’s Point and one pointing down the 
canal toward the mouth on North Eiver. The enemy could land at 
Poplar Springs, nine miles only from the bridge, at the narrows of Cur¬ 
rituck Sound, deploy to their right, cross the canal, and come up on 
onr left flank iu our rear; or run up to the west end of the canal, on 
North Eiver (as they did), land on the left bank of the canal, deploy to 
the left, and take our right flank in the rear; or they could run up 
Indian Creek to near Indiantown, land and get in our rear at Curri¬ 
tuck Court-House, cut us off and shut us up in Currituck Peninsula. 
My only effective force was three infantry companies of my legion and 
Colonel Corprew’s battalion of five companies of infantry. The militia 
were worse than non-eflective^—they were in the way—and not more 
than thirty of them remained to work. There were no artillerists to 
work the big guns, and I had no field artillery. In a word, the point 
was wholly indefensible with the force I had, and the armament and 
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property were exposed for no end whatever after the canal was 
obstructed. I should without orders’’ have abandoned the position, 
but I was not ^‘without orders.” On the 11th of February General 
Huger sent me a letter of which the following is a copy.^ 

I immediately and gratefully acknowledged the kindness of this tender 
of si^ leave, but respectfully declined it in a supplemental report to 
that from Poplar Springs, and informed General Huger that my health 
and strength were improving, and that I meant to remain with my men 
in the field. My reply was dated the 11 th, and on the 11 th, 12 th, and 
13th of February General Huger addressed me a letter of which the 
following is a copy.t 

The above is one page, with the word ^‘over” at the bottom in ink. 
On the other side in ink is written :f 

This was received the 13th of February. I had alreadv placed the 
three guns on board a vessel with the intention at first to remove them 
to abetter position 5 but afterward concluded, upon consultation with 
iny officers, to fallback, and when thus left to my own judgment at what 
point I could be most usefully employed, and when thus warned by the 
commanding general that by the enemy’s movement up the rivers they 
were x>assing pimd my position, I was fully confirmed in this conclu¬ 
sion. Accordingly I commenced retiring. • In the act of doing so two 
or three steamers of the enemy appeared at the west end of the canal 
and commenced shelling the bridge. My guns then were all three on 
board tbe vessel, and the transports were moving. The enemy found 
the canal obstructed and stopped at the month. The shots fell short. 
Colonel Corprew was with his force on the south side of the canal, and 
asked whether he should cross to the north side, and I ordered him to 
do so. He crossed, and his men were halted by my order a short dis¬ 
tance from the canal. I remained at the canal until the dredging 
machine was turned so as to sink across it. Whilst doing this Colo¬ 
nel Oorprew’s command moved on without orders, leaving the three 
companies of the legion awaiting orders. There was no end whatever 
to be attained and great risk run by remaining to defend so defense¬ 
less a point by a force so small, and late on the 13th of February I fell 
back to Currituck Court-House with the eight companies under my 
command, leaving a picket of cavalry, under the orders of Captain 
Belsches, to act as vedettes. 

On arriving at Currituck Court-House I found that the enemy' cMKT 
shell it from steamers if they should pass the canal; or, if they should 
move up from liidiantown, only eight miles, or from Elizabeth City, 
only nineteen miles, they might get around my position by marching 
up either what is called the Five-Mile road or the FTine-Mile road above 
Currituck Court-House. I determined then to fall back farther, and 
make a stand at either the bridge over Tull’s Creek, or at that over 
Northwest Eiver, and prevent the enemy from getting to the Little or 
Northwest Canal, or from approaching Great Bridge on a road leading 
directly to the rear of N'orfolk, whence there were no defenses except 
near the town. During the march from the Court-House the weather 
was extremely bad, and on arriving at Tull’s and [Northwest bridges I 
found no quarter whatever. The condition of my men was such that 
I was compelled to fall back to Great Bridge to find shelter. Besides, 
in my judgment, it is one of the most important strategic points 
in the rear of Norfolk; there I thought I could be most usefully 
employed, and thence I thought I could easily and readily return to 

* See Huger to Wise, Yol. IX, p. 157. 

t See Huger to Wise, Yol. IX, p. 158. 

i See Huger to Wise, Yol. IX, p. 159. 
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Northwest bridge, or move effective mea toward Suffolk, as suggested 
by General Huger. Accordingly I continued to fall back. My men 
reached Great Bridge on the 15th and I on the morning of the 16th of 
February. I had hardly dismounted from my horse when General 
Huger entered a crowded and disordered room very abruptly and bla¬ 
tantly asked me why I had fallen back, saying ^^The whole country 
would be demoralized.” I replied calmly, ^‘The most of the country I 
have left, sir, was demoralized when I reached there.” I then repeated 
briefly the reasons for falling back^ which are already herein given. I 
told him how futile the works were at Currituck bridge: how weak was 
my force ; how defenseless was the position and exposed the guns which 
I had brought away. That he had left the choice of position to my own 
judgment; that he had warned me that by moving up the rivers the 
enemy might pass around my position. That I intended to make a 
stand at Northwest bridge, but found no quarters for men who had 
suffered much from exposure to very bad weather. That my cavalry 
had not reached me, and his change of my orders to Colonel Henning- 
sen after I left Norfolk had prevented my field artillery from joining me 
until I reached Currituck Court-House, and that they were not with 
me at Currituck bridge. He had denied changing my orders by a note, 
but he then explained^, correcting his denial of the change, and said that 
his reason for it was the impracticability of the beach route. I insisted 
that route was the best, and referred him to witnesses. He replied 
that he would order a survey of it. I rejoined that unfortunately it 
was then in the hands of the enemy. He asked then what I proposed 
to do. I said I would cheerfully obey his orders, and return or move 
forward as he would command; but I proposed to remain a short time 
at Great Bridge until 1 could construct quarters near Northwest, and 
thence move as the enemy might require movement. With this I 
understood him to be satisfied. He expressly said, “Oh, well, it is best 
as it is to remain here and recruit your men.” This was repeated sev¬ 
eral times, and in his presence Captain Parker, of the Navy, who had 
just put some guns in battery on the canal, turned them over to me, 
and General Huger departed for Norfolk, repeating as he parted the 
same expressions stated. He expressed no dissatisfaction to me with 
my reasons for falling back, but returned to his headquarters and wrote 
his letter of the 16th of February. In a short time he communicated 
the order forme to report to General Johnston with my legion, except¬ 
ing the companies of light artillery. He had reported my brigade as 
supernumerary, I requested a copy of his letter to the Department, 
and asked him whether the order was issued at his instance or with 
his cognizance. He declined to reply. I asked for a copy of his letter 
from the Dei^artment, and failed to obtain it until furnished by you, sir. 
I say, then, that General Huger did not send the JSixth Yirginia Eegi- 
ment nor any other regiment to Currituck bridge. He sent only a 
battalion of five companies under Colonel Corprew. That if Colonel 
Corprew ever had such orders from General Huger as he states, they 
were never reported to me; that I reached Currituck bridge before 
Colonel Corprew, and took command, not only by virtue of my brigade 
command in a district assigned to me, but hy virtue of actual orders 
from General Huger to the senior officer commanding any troops at 
Currituck bridge or neighborhood, and did not assume command in 
any sense but that of taking what belonged to my rank and dis¬ 
trict and what I was ordered to take. That I did for good reasons 
remove the battery of three 32-pounders erected there, and began 
abandoning the place before any enemy appeared; and this proves 
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tliat I did not run away from any enemy, but removed simply to 
take better position. There was not the least danger from the 
enemy’s gun-boat shot and shell when they did come up, and I did 
not move away until I obstructed the canal, and which, as has since 
appeared, need not to have been obstructed. It was an error to have 
obstructed it. This has been proved by the enemy’s obstructions since, 
for they have aided General Huger’s orders by sinking themselves sev¬ 
eral obstructions to passing through the canal. They were going to 
Pamlico Sound and wished to prevent the passage of gun-boats in 
their rear, and of transportation for General Huger’s army of either 
troops or supplies. It is doubtful whether their broad-beam steamers 
could pass through the canal, or if through the canal up the Currituck 
Sound. ^ I left cavalry pickets there and ordered them to remain until 
otherwise ordered. The point required no defense and other points 
did. From the evening of the 13th to the morning of the 16th I was 
on a march of thirty miles through a storm of cold rain. For these two 
days I could not write to General Huger, but I was at no time falling 
back on Norfolk. That he needed defenses at Great Bridge he admits 
by having ordered them. He met me at that point on the 16th, as I 
have described, I having the five companies under Colonel Corprew, 
three companies of infantry of the legion under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bichardson, and three companies of light artillery with six field pieces 
under Colonel Henningsen, the latter having joined me on the way from 
Currituck Court-House. Instead of notifying me that he would ask to 
consider ray brigade as supernumerary in his department, and to relieve 
me from duty, he repeatedly said on parting, It is well as it is j remain 
where you are and recruit your men;” and allowed the command of the 
post to be turned over to me. As to my legion, or his opinion of it, I 
do not believe that he has ever seen but a few companies of it—those 
at Great Bridge—if he saw them; and he is now wholly and culpably 
ignorant both of its material and personnel. But twenty-one of its 
companies ever were sent to his department, and he may have seen six 
of them only after a defeat and long and severe march in bad weather. 
I have no hesitation in claiming for these six that for service they are 
more than equal to any six in his command. Certain it is that the 
legion and its commander feel stronger now that they are removed from 
the command of Major-General Huger; so that, so far as onr separa¬ 
tion is concerned, we are both stronger and better off; but I regret 
only that there are unsettled accounts of responsibility between us 
which remain to be adjusted. He should account for his responsibil¬ 
ities at Eoanoke Island. I have demanded a court of inquiry upon my 
own conduct of the defenses there, involving his conduct of them. 
His letter of the 16th was sinister, disingenuous, and incorrect in state¬ 
ment, and I have reason to believe that he addressed a letter or order 
to one at least of his subordinates and mine (Colonel Wright), who was 
sent to operate in the district assigned to my command at Elizabeth 
City, C., not to obey any orders—the orders of his superior—or 
informing him that he was not to regard my command as having author¬ 
ity over him and the forces under him, I ask, then, that the Department 
will exert its authority to order General Huger to furnish copies of 
his letters or orders to any or all officers whom he sent to the district 
assigned to my command east of Chowan Eiver, in Horth Carolina, 
after the disaster at Eoanoke Island on the 8th of February last. 

I am. sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ HEinRY A. WISE, 

[91 Brigadier-General, 
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Special Okdeeb, ^ Apjt. anb Insp. General’s Opfice, 

Ko. 73. j Richmond^ March 31^ 1862, 

I. So iimcli of paragraph XXXI, Special Orders, Xo, 72, Adjutant 
and Inspector General’s Office, of March 29,1862, as refers to Captain 
Wiuiield’s comi)any (the Sussex Cavalry) is hereby revoked, and tke 
said company will immediately proceed to Xorfolk, Va., and report 
for duty to Major-General Huger, commanding. 

* * * * * # # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[11. J Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Richmond, Ya., 


March 31^ 1862, 


Cooper, 


Ailjniauf and Inspector General: 

General : I respectfully ask leave to communicate through you to 
the Secretary of War the within reply to the letter of Maj. Gen. B. 
Huger, dated the 16th of February last, asking to be allowed to con¬ 
sider my brigade as supernumerary and to relieve me from duty under 
Ins command. I request that it may be filed wherever General Huger’s 
is placed or put on record. On or about the 19th of February I was 
ordered with the remnant of my command, excepting the companies of • 
light artillery, to proceed as early as practicable to report to Maj. Gen. 
J. E. Johnston, at Manassas. Afterward I had twenty days’ leave of 
absence, from the Secretary of War, from the 28th of February, and 
aiTived here on the night of the 18th instant, and the next day reported 
for duty to the Secretary, saying that I awaited farther orders, the 
arrival of my command, and the call of a committee of the House of 
Representatives of the Confederate Congress. I was ordered to take 
my command to General Johnston, and on reaching here found it under 
several si)ecial orders, preventing the execution of the order to me. 
Tliese special orders did not pass through me, and the order to me, so 
fir^as I know, is unrevoked. This morning I saw my infantry moving 
to the i)eniusula of York and James Rivers; under what orders I am 
not informed, except that Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson told me they 
emanated from your office. I respectfully protest that I ought to he 
notified of orders to my subordinates, and that I ought to be furnished 
with the evidence to account for my not removing my command to that 
of Genei'al J. B. Johnston. At first Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson 
reported that he could not get transportation for his infantry, and Col. 
J. L. Davis reported that his cavalry was taken from his command 
temporarily, here and at Murfreesborough, X. 0., and now both are 
removed to the Peninsula without any orders to me, except that stiU 
pending for me to report with my command to General J. E. Johnston. 
1 beg to be informed how I am to be relieved from these embarrass¬ 
ments. Am I to execute the order to me*? Is a court of inquiry to be 
ordered upon my conduct of the defenses at Roanoke Island*? Am I 
to be allowed to remain here in obedience to the call of a copamittee of 
Congress in order to see justice done to myself in its inquiries'? I am 
ready for orders and anxious to be in the field. 

Yerv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ^ ’ HEXRY A. WISE, 

Brigadier- General. 
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[Inclosure.l 

Headquarters Depaet]ment of XorfolKj 

Xorfoll'j Ya,^ February 16^ 1862, 

G-eneral S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

Sir : Eoanoke Island and part of Eorth Carolina having been cap¬ 
tured by tlie enemy, I have to make arrangements to prevent their 
approach from the south, as heretofore reported. This new state of 
affairs requires a new arrangement of brigades in my department. The 
First Brigade will remain as at present, the country on James Eiver 
west of the Eansemond and north of the Norfolk and Petersburg 
Hailroad; the Second Brigade, the country east of Elizabeth River, 
and extending southeast of the Dismal Swamp in Virginia and North 
Carolina; the Third Brigade, the country between Elizabeth and Nan- 
semond Rivers, and extending southward through the Dismal Swamp 
to Elizabeth City, N. C.; the Fourth Brigade, Suffolk and the part of 
Virginia and North Carolina south and west of it and east of the 
Chowan and Blackwater Rivers; Fifth Brigade, the country between 
the Roanoke and Chowan, south of the Seaboard Railroad. This arrange¬ 
ment divides the brigade heretofore assigned to Brigadier-General Wise, 
who has left only a few hundred men of his legion. The rest aie cap¬ 
tured or dispersed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. HUGER, 

[9,] Major-General^ Commanding, 


War Depart^mext, C. S. A., 

Eichnondj March 31, 1862, 

Brig. Gen. R. C. Gatlin, 

Goldsborotighy W. G,: 

Sir: Your letter of the 19th instant has been submitted to me by the 
Adjutant-General. In reply, 1 have the honor to inform you that you 
were relieved from duty on your own official representation that the 
state of your health was such as to prevent your taking the field. This 
was the'reasoii assigned in the order relieving you of your cominand^^^__ 
and no reflection has been cast upon you in any communication-fnmT 

this GEO. W. EA^TDOLPH 

j-g j Secretary of Yar, 


Special Orders, 
No. 74. j 
* * 


Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Richmond^ April i, 1862, 

***** 


VII. Captain Kobertson’s company heavy artillery, near tins city, 
will proceed without delay to Norfolk, Va., and report to Major-General 
Huger for duty. 

^ * JV it * * * 

* * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: wiTHBES, 

^ Assistant Adjutant-General. 

FApeil 1 and 2, 1862.—^Bor reimrts of Commissary-General and 
Q^maste^Geiiral C. S ^rmy; relative^^^^^^ 
at Eoanoke Maud and on the hue of the Potomac, see feenes iv .j 
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Wae Department, 0. S. A., 

Bichmondj April 1862, 

Brig. Gen. Joseph E. Anderson, 

Ooldshorough^ N'. 0,: 

Sir: I beg to tender you my thanks for the kind wishes expressed in 
your letter of the 28th ultimo, and to say that the work of closing up 
the channel of the James Eiver is now in progress under the charge of 
the Engineer Bureau. 

Yery respectfully, 

GEO. W. EANDOLPH, 

[11.1 Secretary of ^Yar, 


Headquarters District of Lewisburo, 

Leivishurg^ April 2^ 1862, 
His ExceUency the Governor of Yiroinia: 

Governor: I feel it my duty to inform you of certain facts arising 
fi?om the organization of the irregular force known as rangers,’^ 
authorized by an act of the Legislature of Virginia. The companies 
of this organization which have come under my observation are simply 
organized bands of robbers and plunderers, stealing the thunder of and 
basing their claims to organization upon the meritorious and daring 
acts of a few brave men. The parties, or many of them, composing the 
organization are notorious thieves and murderers, more ready to plunder 
friends than foes. With such material as a basis it would be surprising 
to find organization. They do as they please—go where they please. 
The efiect of this organization upon the volunteering has been very 
injurious. Many, especially the worthless, like the privilege of fight¬ 
ing, as they say, on their own responsibility, which, interpreted, means 
roaming over the country, taking what they want, and doing nothing. 
The choice arms of the State have been furnished these people. This 
has induced many to believe that they are a favored organization. A 
guerrilla force without being closely watched becomes an organized and 
icensed band of robbers. Properly managed in small parties they are 
wy efificient. I have contemplated very seriously disarming the two 
ompanies now here (Downs’ and Spriggs’), simply as an act of protec- 
bn to the good citizens of this county. A guerrilla chief should be 
ble to enforce obedience and command the respect of his associates, 
hese men (Downs and Spriggs) do neither. This organization has 
ecome a loophole through which hundreds are escaping draft and in 
let all service. I respectfully invite your attention to the matter, con- 
dneed as I am that but one side of the picture has been presented to 
(i^ou. This subject would be a matter of entire indifference to me were 
t not for the extent which it militates against the good of our State 
and country. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. HETH, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 

[Indorsement.] 

April 9, 1862. 

Eespectfdlly referred to General Lee for his consideration and advice, 
I inclose a copy of the bill authorizing this ranger force.**^ 

[12.] J. LETGHEE. 


See March 27,1862, Series IV, 
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Special Orders, ^ Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

^o. 76. j Richmond, April 3, 1862. 

II. Oapt. Eobert E. Kyle’s? company heavy artillery will proceed with¬ 
out delay to Korfolk, Ya., and report for duty to Major-General Huger. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO. WITHEES, 

[II*] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqbs. Second Drv., Dept, op Northeen Yirgmnia, 

April 3, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. J. A. Early, 

Commanding Fourth Division: 

General: I am instructed to say that it is the wish of the major- 
general commanding that your division should he transported to its 
destination, Eicbmond, as far as practicable by brigades; that is, one 
brigade at a time, following each other as rapidly as possible. Upon 
arriving at Eicbmond the brigade commanders will report to the 
Adjutant-General of the Army for orders. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

G. MOXLEY SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Department op Northern Yiroinia, 

April 5, 1862 — 8.30 p. m. 

General Early, 

Commanding Fourth Division: 

General : I am instructed to say that the movement of troops of 
which your division is a part, directed this morning, has been stopped. 
You will consequently not move as directed. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Second Div., Dept, op Northern Yiroinia, 

April 3j 1862. 

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, 

Commanding Division: 

General : I am instructed to say that as soon as General Griffith’s 
brigade is ready to be shipped to its destination, you will proceed to 
Eicbmond and report there. Upon the arrival of the Seventh Brigade 
at Eicbmond, the brigade commander will report to the Adjutant- 
General of the Army for orders. For your guidance in moving the 
Seventh Brigade, I would state that the three brigades of General 
Early’s* division are under orders i^o move, and will be transported in 
the same manner. 

I am, general, very respectfulH, your most obedient servant, 

G. MOXLEY SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes. Second Div., Dept, of Koethern Yieoinia, 

April 1862, 

MaJ. (.7611. D, H. Hill, Gommandimj^ tCo.: 

General: In reply to your two notes of this date to General Long- 
street, I am instructed to reply that you will proceed at once to Eich- 
mond independently of Grillith’s brigade, and report there. The 
brigade battery will move with the rest of the brigade by rail. The 
general bids me say, unofficially, that instead of one brigade you will 
liave four. Early’s division is under orders to move. 

1 am, general, ^Isic , 

G. MOXLEY SOEKEL, 

[11.1 Assistant Adjutant-General, 


nEAJXiUAETETiS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

April 8^ 1862 — S,6V p, m, 

MaJ. Gen, D. 11. Hill, Conmanding, ikc,: 

Generat.: I am instruc.ted to say that the movement of troops 
directed this morning has been stopped. The orders issued in refer¬ 
ence to it are (ionsequently countermanded. 

I am, general, &c,, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Jldjntant- General, 


Headquarters, 
Melmond^ Fu., April .9, 1862, 

General B. TTucer, 

Commanding^ N'orfoUc, Ya,: 

General: The Secretary of the Navy has stated to me this morning 
that he requirOwS six or eight 9-inch guns to arm tlio gun-boats now 
under construction. Some are wanted immediately for a boat now at 
Mobile. He has lieard that two of these guns are at a battery near Nor¬ 
folk, where they iniglit be replaced with 32-])Ounders (fifty-seven hun¬ 
dred weight) wi'tliout great detriment to the defense of the river. The 
82*pounders he (tan supply. 1 desire to know whether you have any 
9-iiich columbiads that you could si>are if replaced by i52-pounders. It is 
veiy desirable to give suitable arms to the gun-boats if it can be accom¬ 
plished. lie also states that if he conld obtain from the Army suffi¬ 
cient mechanics the boats for Albemarle Sound could be finished iu 
forty days. Gan you aid Iiim in this way and supply their places in 
the Virginia regiments by additional men from the militia, of which I 
learn you liave or will have more than sufficient to fill each company 
to 100 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[ 11.1 General^ Commanding, 


State of North Carolina, Executive Department, 

Raleigh^ April 1862, 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President Confederate States^ Richmond: 

Sir: The telegraphic dispatches recently received from yourself, 
General Lee, and the Secretary of War induce me to believe there is 
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some misappreliension lorevailii.g about the troops assembled here in 
our Kortli Carolina camp of instruction, and I ask permission to submit 
an explanation to correct any sucb if it exists. Under your direction, 
and in compliance with your requisition, I bave established here a camp 
of instruction and made a call upon the State for her quota of five regi¬ 
ments, which has been handsomely responded to by the tender of more 
than 100 companies, besides filling up ten war regiments with new enlist¬ 
ments. These new regiments are daily arriving in camp of Instruction 
for equipment, arms, and drill, and are classed into regiments in the 
order of their arrival, and that was as far as their organization had 
progressed when I reported the formation of four regiments, and three 
more would bo formed in ten days. It was a mere paper organization; 
they were hero in the camp of instruction, their field officers partly 
chosen, and not yet xDresent, the companies not clothed, equipped, or 
armed, and were rei)orted as ready for the arms for drill. These arms 
were expected from the Confederate Government by previous engage¬ 
ment, both froin the President and Secretary of War. When I saw a 
lot of arms en route from Charleston to Richmond stopped accidentally 
at our depot, I supposed they were intended for our regiments, and 
forthwith telegraphed to Richmond and Goldshorough for permission 
to arm our troops in the camp here; but notwithstanding this appeal 
to both headquarters they were ordered to Goldsborough, where General 
Holmes’ ordnance officer (who came after them) informed me there were 
no unarmed men, except a small portion who had lost their arms in the 
New Berne fight. I am forced to believe that these arms were taken 


from here to Goldsborough under some misapprehension, as I learned 
their only use there was to be exchanged with some regiments for an 
inferior arm, wliile here there were no arms of either kind. I am fully 
aware of the scarcity of arms, and the difficulty of procuring them, and 
would have silently acquiesced in the loss of these arms had not their 
removal to a post where they were not then wanted induced me to regard 
it as a mistake or misapprehension on the i)art of the Department. 
North Carolina will report her quota ready as soon as they are furnished 
with the indispensable requisite of arms. Her own arms have been 
exhausted by furnishing all of her own regiments with arms, and 13,000 
stand to other troops in the service of the Confederacy, and I knownf—- 
no reason why she should be slighted now in the way of arms. And 
believing this was done through some misapprehension, I trust her troops 
will be supplied from the first opportunity which may occur hereafter. 

Most respectfully, yours, or, sit ,K. 


[Pirst. iiiuoraemont.] 

Secretary of War for rei^ly. General Lee for perusal, &c. 


J. D. 


[Second iudorsemoiit.] 

I would respectfully remark for the information of the Secretary of 
War that three regiments were ordered from Georgia to Goldsborough 
in addition to certain regiments ordered from that State to Tennessee 
and South Carolina. All these regiments were in <^mps of instruction 
in Georgia and ready for the field with the exception of arms. 
for those ordered to Goldsborough were sent from Charleston via Char¬ 
lotte, deemed the safer route after the occupation of NewBeme by the 
enemy. Had it been known to me at the time .that the North Carolina 
regiments were ready for service I should have preferred taking them 

34 R R—VOL LI, PT II 
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[rather] than the regiments from Georgia, but I did not know it until 
the Governor applied to retain the arms in their passage through Baleigh. 
It was then too late to change. 

ll. E. LEE, 

[9.J General. 


HEABQtTAETETlS DEPARTMENT OP NORTHERN YlROINlA, 

April -i, :186^ — :11.15 p. m. 

General Early*. 

General: E am instructed to direct that the movement of your 
division, l ecently directed and yesterday stopped, take place with all 
practicable rapidity. In taking the cars brigades will be kept, as 
iar as practicable, together, and brigade commanders will, on their 
arrival in Kichinond, rex^ort to the Adjutant-General of the Army for 
orders. The general commanding directs that the artillery will march 
by the road, and wall move as soon as the batteries can get off. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEREL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


IlBABQTTARTERS DEPARTMXilNT OF NORTHERN ViRG-TNiA, 

April 4, 1862 — 11.15 p. m. 

Major-General Hill : 

General: I am instructed to direct that the movement of Grifhth^s 
brigade, recently directed and yesterday stoi)ped, take place with all 
practicaible rapidity. In taking the cars he will keep his brigade, as 
far as practicable, together, and on his arrival iii Richmond will report 
to the Adjutant-General for orders. The brigade battery is to travel 
by the road, and will move as soon as it can be got ready. The general 
commanding directs that, as previously ordered, you proceed at once 
to Richmond, as [soon as] the Seventh Brigade is ready for shipment, 
and report there for orders. General Early is under similar orders to 
repeat his movement. 

I am, general, &c., 

’ G. M. SOEREL, 

[11,] Assistant Adjutant- General, 


HEABQtTARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

April 5, 1862—8 a. m. 

General D. II. Hill, 

Commanding^ &g, : 

General: The major-general commanding directs that the other 
brigade under your command be ordered to move with that of General 
Griffith. I am instructed to exju'ess the desire of the commanding 
general that the promptest and most energetic action shall mark the 
quartermaster’s department of your command in the shipment of your 

two brigades. ^ . 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ^ . G. MOXLBY SOEBBL, 

] Assistant Adjutant-General* 
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Headquarters District op Lewisburc, 

Lewisburg, April 4,1862. 

His Excellency the Governor op Virginia: 

Governor : Since my communication of the 2d instant was written 
and mailed, a committee of citizens from Pocahontas County (the Com¬ 
monwealth’s attorney being one) waited upon me regarding the rangers. 

I asked them to state what they had to say in writing. The inclosed 
letter is what I have received in response. What is therein stated I do 
not doubt. Martial law having been proclaimed in my district I now 
liaiV6 tli6 authority to disarin tho two companios of rangers now here 
(Downs’ and Spriggs’). Courtesy, I think, demands that I should 
mtorm you that I intend doing this at once, and I beg leave, respect- 
fully, to reQ^uest that you will not legalize the formation of any more 
similar organizations in this section of the country, believing the good 
of our cause will be promoted thereby. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. HETH, 

Brigadier- G-enera Z, Gommandmg, 

[InclosTire.] 

Lewisbuhg-, Ya., April i , 1862 . 
General H. Heth,' ? ? ^ ? 

Commanding District of Leicishurg : 

Sib: The militia of my county have been called out. The forces at 
Huntersville have fallen back, and the wives and daughters and prop¬ 
erty of the men of Pocahontas left to the mercy of the enemy and the 
rangers. Springing full armed into existence (not from the brain of a 
heathen goddess but from hasty legislation), the rangers are a terror 
to the loyal and* the true everywhere, and cannot whilst engaged in the 
murder of our citizens and the stealing of their property be of any 
service to Virginia or her cause. Need I tell you what you must know, 
that Virginia has armed these men to murder, rob, steal, and commit 
all other offenses of a less grade, and that they are doing it; that 
they are supreme judges of the loyalty of Virginians, and pass sentence 
of death or confiscation of property without evidence or the shadow-A)f — 
it, and execute their sentence of death and decretal orders of confisca¬ 
tion on any man they desire to kill and rob, or who has the misfortune 
to have sufficient property to be styled by them Union men.” Surely 
not. You know it. Some of them have murdered citizens of Poca- 
^ liontas; others have stolen their horses. Three murders, three rob¬ 
beries, and fifteen to twenty horses stolen sum up their offenses as 
reported to me in Pocahontas; but their decree has gone forth, and this 
is but the beginning of the end” unless they are brought in subjection 
to your command and the laws of the land. 

I demand that they shall be, or that the militia of Pocahontas be dis¬ 
banded and sent back to defend their families and property from the 
depredations of these lawless banditti, since the first duty of a man 
in a Government that fails to protect his family and property is to God 
and his own household. If it be true, as alleged in our bill of rights 
(and I believe it), that ‘^a well-regulated militia, composed of the body 
of the people trained to arms, is the proper, natural, and safe defense 
of a free State,” why not take the arms from these blackguards and 
scoundrels and place them in the hands of the militia of Alleghany, 
who, unarmed, stand ready in your camp to carry the fiag of Virginia 
anywhere you may order if the weapons of warfare are placed in their 
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hiiiids? If power to disband tlio rangers or tbe militia of Poca¬ 
hontas is not given yon—if yon cannot bring them into snbiectionto 
law and order, 1 Ix'g that you will appeal to the Governor of Virginia 
for the power necessary to that end, a.nd in the meantime that you will 
aid thecivil authorities in arresting aTid bringing to.justicetwo'raugers 
by the name of Tuning and one Ounningham for the murder of my 
countymen, Arbogast, Buzzanl, and Alderman, and that you will 
order (of course I know that they will respect the order or not just as 
they please) the restoration of the horses taken to the owners, all of 
whom are not known to me, but 1 have been furnished witli the names 
following as the owner each of one horse, viz: Morgan Anderson, one; 
Peter Joel and A<lam Hill, three; Fielding Hoggs, one; James Snede- 

gar, one; James Kee, one; Frank Armstrong, one, and-Young, 

of atony (ireek, one; or that you will aid in having the rogues arrested 
and brought to imnishment. 

'frusting that yoji will regard it as a pleasure and a duty to aid in 
ridding t he ata.te of an armed nuisance that every day shows itself 
powerless for good, but omnipotent for evil; that the rangers will be 
brought into subjection and niiule to obey or<lers, or be disarmed and 
sent back to Yankeedom and good men ])laced in possession of their 
guns to dispatch them oil their returning raids, 1 am, very truly, your 
obedient servant, 

WM. SKEEN, of Pocahontas, 
Attorney for the Commonwealth,. 

1'. S.—Of course I do not mean to say that there are not some good 
men belonging to the rangers, but neitber otlicers nor the good have 
pow’erover the vicious and the bad, and tbe last are daily absorbing 
the first. A good man and loyal citizen has no more business with 
them than with tlic inmates of the penitentiary at Kichmoud. 


Bavlou’s Hoitsb, 

JamcH Itieer, Aj)ril 18H2. 
Hon. O. W. ItANPOTiPH, Keeretary of H'ur; 

General : 'I’he propriety of one or two of our light gun-boats observ¬ 
ing and guarding the Hhickahominy Biver has struck me very forcibly, 
mnl I take the liberty of making the suggestion directly to you, instead 
of addressing it to General Johnston, because 1 am now cutoif from 
any communication with him, having only arrived hero to-day to seek 
some days of quiet absolutely necessary to n'.store my health. The 
enemy has in his possession a largo number of boats, wliicb be carries 
about with him in wagons, and by means of these and such old boats, 
&c., as be Tuay collect, he may attempt to cross the (’hickahominy and 
tlms get. on oi'ir tlank. This I think would be effectually prevented by 
the presen<ie of our gun-boats. 

I am, general, very re8i)ectfully, 

J. B. MAGIMJDBE, 

[11. J Major- Oeneral. 


Richmond, Va., April 8 , 1862 . 

Governor II. T. Olauk, of North Carolina, 

Maleighj N. 0.: 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge yours of the 3d instant, lu 
rAfGrAn/>A fl.rms which had been sent bv railroad to Goldsborough, 
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to be there distributed to troops ordered there without arms, you say 
you had some new companies assembled and ready to receive arms for 
drill. These arms were expected from the Confederate'Government 
by previous engagement both from the President and Secretary of 
War.” I am at a loss to know to what engagement you refer. As I 
had no knowledge of your camp of instruction, so I could not have 
contemplated sending arms to it. Troops were supposed to be immedi¬ 
ately required in the army of General Holmes. The enemy tlireatened 
to advance up the INeuse, but could readily change his position and 
assail Wilmington or Weldon. Undisciplined troops were those who 
alone could be expected, and if there should be time to train them it 
could be done perhaps as well in the army as out of it. When, there¬ 
fore, you reported the formation of your regiments, we naturally desired 
they should be sent at once to General Holmes at Goldsborough. 
Even now, when you inform me that it was a mere paper organization, 
I must still think, if the companies were in fact organized, that the con¬ 
dition of North Carolina at that time justified the wish to have them in 
the field before the regimental organization had been completed. The 
necessity for a larger number of troops than the number of public arms 
has led to the arming of troops with private or sporting weapons: from 
some of the States the supply has been liberal. I did not know before 
the receipt of your letter that your State had done so much for the Con¬ 
federacy in the way of arms. Her claim to my gratitude was sufficient, 
however, independently of this, to have prevented me certainly from 
discriminating against her troops to favor those of other States. Mis¬ 
sissippi went early into the market, purchased freely such weapons of 
war as were on the market, but she could not from “her own arms 
have furnished her own regiments, and like most of the States has 
depended for a portion of her arms on the supplies found in the arse¬ 
nals and armories of the old Government. I am sure you do injustice 
to the Secretary of War and General Lee if you suppose either of them 
intended to slight North Carolina or to embarrass you, and will reter 
your letter that you may be directly answered and informed as to the 
matters treated of in your letter. 

^ Very reepeetfujly, year*, jeFFEESON DATK. 


Sl'EOIAL OKDBES, ) ADJT. AITO INSP. GBNEEAL’S OFFICE, 

1 ^ 0 . 81 . 5 Richmond, April 9,1862. 

j. * * # *3*^ 

* * * . . Ant 

XIX. The Thirty-sixth Begiment Virginia Volu^eers, under Cni. 
J McOausland, will proceed at once to Lewisburg, Va., and report o 
duty to Brig. Gen. Henry Heth, commanding. 

* * * * * * 

By commaud of tlie Secretary of Wai-: WiTHBES, 

„„ 1 Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Heaeqttaetees Second DrnsioN, 

Ijoiiisa Gourt-Eouse, Va., April 9,1862. 

Oaptaiu Bshleman, _ 

CoMmanding ^dsMngton ATtuleiy • 

Oa^ptain* The general commanding directs that you move ra 

ttkpoln? § SsBibl. by to-night Tou need not vait for ft. 
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infantry if they are in your way. Double teams whenever necessary 
and make as much progress as practicable. Should you not get here 
report the point where you bivouac. 

Yery respectfully, Gr. M. SOEEEL, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Our quarters are at the hotel. Colonel Walton is with me as I write, 
and sends his regards to his battalion. 

[12.] G. M. S. 


Wae Department, 0. S. A., 
Richmond,^ A^ril 10,1862, 

His Excellency John Letchee, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Sir : I beg to tender you my thanks for the offer of the French brass 
32-pounders to be placed in the batteries around Eichmond. The Gov¬ 
ernment will be glad to have those guns when carriages can be pro¬ 
cured for them; but there are a number of cannon in the batteries 
already which have not been mounted, owing to the pressure for car¬ 
riages elsewhere. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. W. EAJ^DOLPH, 

[11.] Secretary of War, 


Subsistence Department, 
Richmond^ Fa., Ajgril 11,1862. 

Hon. G. W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of War: 

As supplemental to the report made to you from this office on the ls*t 
instant,* under Senate resolution of inquiry, I have the honor now to 
add that by information just received it is ascertained that in the fall¬ 
ing back of the forces under General Jackson, constituting the Left 
Wing of the Army of the Potomac, no stores whatever were lost. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. J^OETHEOP, 

[12.] Commissary-General of Subsistence. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters, 

1^0. 5. ) Richmond, Va., April 11,1862. 

The following order of the Governor of the State is promulgated for 
the information and guidance of all concerned: 

Adjutant-Gene RAx’s Office, Virginia, 

JiicJmond, April 1 2, 1S62. 

The whole militia of the State having been called into service by proclamation of 
the Governor of March 10,1862, such volunteers as refuse to re-enlist and are dis¬ 
charged from service fall at once into the militia, and must be immediately drafted 
into service at the points of rendezvous where such volunteers are discharged, and, 
if practicable, into the same companies to which they lately belonged. 

By command: 

WM. H. RICHARDSON, 

A djutan t- General. 

By order of General Lee: 

T. A. WASHIKGTOlSr, 

[11,] Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


*See Series IV. 
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Eichmond, Ya., April 12,1862. 

General J. E. Johnston, &c.: 

General : Under orders to report to you as soon as tlie investigation 
of the committee of the House of Eepresentatives on the Eoanoke affair 
is completed in order that you may assign me to a new brigade, I had 
a personal interview with you last evening in which you said your com¬ 
mand is completely organized and you would aid in reuniting to my 
command the remaining forces of my legion, and you requested me to 
furnish you with a memorandum of their numbers, distribution, &c. 
With this request I now comply: In Western Yirginia I had raised the 
legion to fifty-five companies of all arms. Of these forty-three com¬ 
panies were organized and were left at Camp Defiance, on the Big 
Bewell Mountain, in September, 1861, to wit: Three regiments and one 
company of infantry, 31; eight companies of cavalry, 8 5 four companies 
of artillery, 4—43; on the way to join and in the act of organizing, 12; 

‘ total, 55. The organized force of forty-three companies numbered in 
the aggregate 2,850 men, with 2,450 efficient for ser^dce, and at the time 
of the transfer of my command to General Floyd were actually engaged 
with at least 6,000 of the enemy. Without censure I was called home 
and was detained fcom service by severe illness nearly three months, 
with the understanding that my legion was to be restored to my com¬ 
mand in the East. Since then 1 was ordered to North Carolina. Ten 
companies of infantry, under pretext of being retained in Western Yii- 
ginia to defend their homes, constituting my third regiment, were 
taken and ordered to South Carolina. They are now at Goldsborough, 
N. 0. Four companies from Georgia were sent home properly to recruit 
their health. The terms of three companies have expired. Five have 
been transferred. Two have been disbanded. Nineteen companies 
were captured at Eoanoke Island. Thus in aU, taken away, expired, 
transferred, disbanded, and captured, forty-three, leaving, from fiffcy- 
five companies, twelve. With companies formed since the capture at 
Eoanoke Island I have cavalry, 9; infantry, 7; artillery, 2 ; total, 18. 
One of the companies of cavalry is in Eockinghara, left there to 
recruit, ordered to report to you. Four are ordered to the Peninsula 
under General Magruder, and four are at Murfreesborough, N. C. Of 
the infantry, four companies under Lieut. Col. J. H. Eichardsoii are in 
the Peninsula, and three are here in Eichmond. The two artillery 
companies, with five pieces of my artillery w'hich I brought from the 
west, are at the Great Bridge, Norfolk County, Ya., under Maj. Gen. 
B. Huger. Besides these, several new companies are ready to join me, 
and the nineteen companies captured are waiting only to be exchpged. 
In all, with the least aid, I can soon raise and organize the legion up 
to at least forty companies of prime troops. I beg that these, with 
such other troops as you can assign, may be added to my command 
and assist in forming my new brigade. 

With highest respect, your obedient servant, 

HENET A. WISE, 

Brigadier- General. 

S,_Since writing the above I have seen the Secretary of Wai^ 

and*he has addressed or will address you on the subject. 

JtL. A, W, 

[9 and 11.] 
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Hdqbs. First Biyision, Department op Korfolk, 

Suffolk^ April 1862. 

Col. S. S. Anderson, 

Adjutant- General^ &c.: 

Colonel: An officer I sent to inquire into the condition of tilings 
on tlie Eoanoke Eiver and Weldon informs me that the guns which, 
were placed in battery on the Eoanoke Eiver at Hamilton have been 
removed to Fayetteville, or were then about to he. The order for their 
removal came from General Holmes and Colonel Gorgas. Immediately 
on taking command of this division, as soon as I could obtain informa¬ 
tion I directed a force for the battery to be sent from this weakened 
command, which in all probability would have answered a temporary 
purpose. There is evidently some misunderstanding on the part of 
General Holmes as to his command or orders were sent to Weldon 
without consulting your department. A short time since a regiment 
of cavalry sent for duty in this division and much needed between the 
Eoanoke Eiver and Elizabeth City, and an entire battery probably lost 
to your department, has been ordered out of it without, I am led to 
imply, consulting yonr department. I would like to know by whose 
authority the regiment and battery have left this division, in order that 
I may have some idea of what becomes of the troops and property 
placed under my command and which you very properly hold me re¬ 
sponsible for. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. W. LOEING, 
Major-General^ Commanding^ <&c. 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of Korfolk, 

April 14 y 1862. 

These guns have been removed without giving me any notice. By 
Special Orders, E’o. 45, the counties on the Eoanoke Eiver near Weldon 
were annexed to this dei)artment, and by Special Orders, Ho. 66, the 
North Carolina cavalry was ordered to Weldon. This regiment has 
never rei^orted to me, 

BEHJ. HUGEE, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 

[Second indorsement.] 

April 17,1862. 

Eevspectfully referred to General Lee. The orders to which General 
Loring refers in this letter were not issued from this office, but in all 
probability were the orders of General Holmes. 

S. COOPEE, 

[11.] Adjutant and Inspector Qeneral. 


War Department, C. S. A., 
Richmond^ Ya.^ April 12^ 1862. 

His Excellency Henry T. Clark, 

Governor of North Carolina^ Raleigh., N. C.: 

Sir: Your letter of the 3d instant to the President having been 
referred to me for reply, I have the honor to inform you that previous 
to the arrival of the arms at Ealeigh (mentioned in your letter) three 
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Georgia regiments, organized and ready for the field, had been ordered 
to Goldsborough, and these arms were intended for them, as they were 
unarmed. Accident prevented the arrival of the regiments at Golds¬ 
borough as soon as was expected, but they came soon afterward and 
received the arms intended for them. When the Georgia regiments 
were ordered to Goldsborough the arms were sent from Charleston via 
Charlotte, because it was deemed the safer route. Had we known that 
^Torth Carolina had regiments ready for service we would have been 
glad to order them to Goldsborough and to have armed them. It was 
an earnest desire to save Korth Carolina from invasion which caused 
the arms to be placed in the hands of the troops now possessing them. 

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant, 

GEO. W. RAilDOLPH, 

[9.] Secretary of War. 


Special Orders, 
Ko. 85. 


Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Richmond^ April 14^ 1862. 
# * * * * 


III. Maj. W. H. Ker, acting assistant adjutant-general, will repair to 
Goldsborough, 0., and report to Major-General Holmes. 

*###**«' 

XIII. Oapt. A. E. Bead’s company Virginia heavy artillery will pro¬ 
ceed at once to Norfolk, Va., and report for duty to Major-General 
Huger, commanding. 

XVI. Captain Branch’s company. Sixteenth Eegiment Virginia Vol¬ 
unteers, will proceed to Petersburg, Va., to reorganize. As soon as 
reorganized, it will report for duty to Major-General Huger, command¬ 
ing Department of Norfolk. .-' 

# # # # ^ * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
[9 and 11.] 


JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Richmond, Ya., April 14,1862. 

S. OOOPEE, 

Adjutant and. Inspector General: 

General : The last order to me was to report to General J. E. John¬ 
ston as early as convenient after my examination before the committee 
of the House of Representatives on the defeat at Roanoke Island was 
completed. He was to assign to me a brigade. I applied to him in 
person on the evening of the 11th instant for information and orders, 
ile replied that his command was fally organized, and that he had so 
informed the Department some time ago. Of this I informed the Sec- 
retarv of War on the 12th instant. He issued orders accordingly to 
General Johnston in effect, as I understood, to assign to me a brigade 
on the Peninsula, taking a portion of my legion as a nucleus. At the 
same time he sent to the House of Representatives the report which I 
had made on the 21st of February on the causes of defeat at Roanoke 
Island This enables me at once to report for duty and to ask that 1 
may be allowed to join my command before any battle 
Shall I await here for the reply of Genet al Johnston to the orders of 
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the Secretary of War; or shall I report to General Johnston, and 
where*? I respectfully ask for instructions on these points, and am, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENRY A. WISE, 

ril. ] Brigadier ’ General, 


Richmond, April 15^ 1862, 

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, 

Richmond: 

Sir : The Secretary of War directs me to inform you in reply to your 
letter of the 14th instant that the regiment of Ool. John H. Rich¬ 
ardson, formerly in your legion, will be immediately assigned to you. 
Another regiment, as suggested by yourself, which is now organizing 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Tyler, will also be assigned to you, with such 
other disposable force as may be necessary, in which preference will be 
given to the infantry formerly in the legion, as soon as the exigencies 
of the service will admit of their being brought together. You can 
superintend the organization of the regiment here until your presence 
in the field is required, or, if you prefer, can assume the command of 
that portion of your brigade now in the Peninsula. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 

S. COOPER, 

[11.] Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Special Orders, > Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 87. 3 Richmond^ April 16,, 1862, 

* # . * * * # 

YIT. Capt. B. E. Benton’s company, the Texas Invincibles, is tem¬ 
porarily attached to the First Regiment Texas Volunteers, and will 
\q)ort accordingly to Major-General Magruder, commanding Army of 
:he Peninsula, at Yorktown, Ya, 

* * # 4*= # * # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[11.j Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Navy Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond^ April 16,1862. 

m . Secretary of War: 

Sir: For your information I communicate the following as the sub- 
.ance of the orders issued to Flag-Officer Tattnall: He has been ordered 
jO keep himself informed of the enemy’s movements in the Roads, to 
destroy his transports, to prevent him from crossing or ascending James 
River, and to render his squadron as destructive and formidable to the 
enemy as practicable. 

If the military operations on the Peninsula can, in your judgment, 
be better supported or assisted by further or different orders, with due 
regard to the protection of Norfolk, you will please indicate your views. 
General Magruder’s dispatch is herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

s. B. Mallory, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 
Richmond^ April 17^ 186^, 

I would respectfully recommend that the Yirginia, after damaging the 
enemy’s transports and destroying his means of communication in 
Hampton Eoads as far as practicable, turn her attention to the harbor 
of Yorktown, if it is considered safe for her under cover of night to pass 
Fort Monroe. The enemy has transferred the depots for the supply of 
his army to Poquosin Eiver and Wormley’s Creek, which are nearer his 
line of operations and safe from the assaults of our fleet. 

Eeturned to the Secretary of War. 

E. E. LEE, 

[11.] General, 


Eichmond, Ya., April 10, 1862. 

Hon. Georoe W. Eandolph, 

Beeretary of War: 

Sir : Your orders dated yesterday were received by me to-day. I 
immediately conferred with General Lee and found that his orders or 
designs of distribution of troops conflict with your orders to me. The 
two companies of the regiment which is now organizing under Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Tyler he says belong to the Twentieth Eegiment of 
Virginia Volunteers, which was disbanded, I am informed, and his 
purpose is to transfer them to Lieutenant-Colonel Pegram, of the Ee^- 
lar Army. This will leave for a nucleus of my brigade the^ battalion 
of four or five companies not on parole under Col. John H. Eichardson, 
This, and this alone, would be my command if I assume any command 
in the Peninsula. Hothing is said about my cavalry, now full beyond 
a regiment, and nothing about my two companies of artillery with five 
field pieces, and nothing about the Third Eegiment of Infantry, ■which 
was taken from my legion and is now at Goldsborough. A short time 
since at least eighteen companies of my legion were taken from my 
command, because the force was reduced below a brigade, and I was 
not allowed to retain them as a nucleus of a new brigade, and now I 
am left to elect whether or not to assume the command of a battalion 
of my legion, infantry alone, as the nucleus of a new brigade. Before 
I determine to do so or not, I beg leave most respectfully to inquire 
whether troops already organized into companies, battalions, or regi¬ 
ments will be assigned to my command, or, as in case of the legion, I 
will be exiiected to recruit and organize the additional forces to form a 
new brigade. Permit me to add that if additional troops are not soon 
assigned, or if I am expected to recruit them, the immediate exigencies 
of the current camiiaign will all be over before my new brigade is formed. 
I desire to be in the field, but not in command of one battalion alone, 
and I cannot consent to remain here only to superintend the organiza¬ 
tion of one regiment from which the purpose of General Lee is to take 
the onlv two companies remaining in it. I have seen General J ohnston, 
and he has promised me to confer with you. I beg to be reheved in 
some way at your earliest convenience from the doubt and delay which 

embarrass me. , . j. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient^er^^ ^ WISE. 

j Brigadier-General. 
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Executrttj Depaetmen'i', ETorth Carolina, 

Adjutant-General^s Oppice, 

Ealeigh, April 16,1862, 

Maj. Gen. T. H. Holmes, 

Gomdfj, Department of North Carolina, Goldsborough, N C,: 

General : Oii account of tlie large amount of sickness among tke 
regiments in camp liere, none of them are in condition to move for the 
present. Not more than one-half of the command reported for duty. 
Under these circumstances it is not advisable to move them in their 
present condition. The State lias no arms to furnish to any of the reg¬ 
iments to be turned over to you 5 hardly enough here for the guard duty 
of the camp—indifferent arms at that. The regiment at Wilmington 
will elect their field officers in a day or two, and are put under the 
orders of General French. He wrote here for arms. I informed him 
that none can be furnished by the State. Be xileased to inform me 
when you can arm that regiment, and at the same time when you will 
be ready to arm another one; and one at a time will be sent to you as 
fast as you can arm them. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. MABTIN, 
Adjutant- General, 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 
Goldshorough, April 17,1862, 

None of the troops at Ealeigh have been ordered to me, but a bat¬ 
talion that was here on my arrival has been ordered to Ealeigh by the 
Government, and subsequently to Wilmington, without my authority, 
and where they were not wanted. 

Eespectfully referred to the Adjutant-General. 

TH. H. holmes, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


[Second indorsement.] 


Eespectfully referred to General Lee. 

S. OOOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, 


[Third indorsement.] 

General Martin written to, 

Eespectfully returned.* E. E. LEE, 

IQ 1 General, 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond, April 16,1862, 

John Graeme, Jr., Esq., 

Agent Southern Associated Frees, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: Your letter of the 15th instant has been received. If the com¬ 
manding general in the Peninsula has no objection, a correspondent 
may be sent thither, but all communications for the press must be sub¬ 
mitted for the approbation of the general in command. 

Eespectfully, 

GEO. W. EANDOLPH. 

[ 11 .] Secretary of War, 


See Lee to Martin, April 19, Vol. IX, p, 459. 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond^ Fa., April 17^ 1862, 

OeDeral S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

General : I have received the letter from Major-Greneral Lormg to 
Major-General Huger referred here by you, relating, first, to the removal 
of the heavy battery at Hamilton, NT. 0.; second, to the movements of 
the regiment of cavalry formerly commanded by Colonel Hansom. As 
regards the first point, I inclose a copy of a letter to Major-General 
Huger, dated 21st of March, 1862, directing the removal of the guns from 
Fort Hamilton, and suggesting that the section of Captain Bruce’s 
artillery which was at Hamilton be sent to Goldsborough, where it was 
needed. The rest of the battery was stationed in the Dex^artment of 
South Carolina and Georgia by paragraph XYHI, Special Orders, Xo. 
G6, 22d of March, 1862, from your office. Eansom^s cavalry was directed 
to x>POceed by slow marches to Weldon. It was intended that it should 
go to Goldsborough, but the horses were so much reduced that it was^ 
thought advisable to halt it temporarily at Weldon, for the purpose ot 
recruiting. I inclose a copy of a letter of 22d of March, 1862, to 
Brigadier-General Anderson, then in command of the Department of 
North Carolina, informing him that the regiment was at Weldon, and 
directing him, after it should have recruited, to send it to such point 
as was in his judgment advisable. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. LEE, 

General, 


[Inolosure No. 1.] 

HEADQUA-RTEES, 
Richmond) Ya., March 21,1862. 

Maj. Gen. B. Huger, 

Commanding Itepartment., NorfoTk) Ya.: 

GenbeaIi : I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 20th 
instant, reporting the execution of orders for the movem^t of troops in 
vour department to Goldsborough. The battalions of Louisiana and 
Georgia Volunteers, Trhich you forwarded to report to General Ander¬ 
son, it is presumed were sent in lieu of the regiments ot Colonels Clarke 
and Armistead. It was not intended that more should be sent than 
•were specified in telegrams of 19th. As regards the regiment of Col¬ 
onel Leventhorpe stationed at Hamilton, about which you yesteiday 
telegraphed. I do not see that much can be gained in keeping hnn at 
that place. ' Should the enemy attack him, so small a force could do 
but little to resist him and would afford no mateiial impediment; to his 
farther progress. It would seem much more desirable to concentrate 
the troops near the railroad, and keep them light and movable, so as 
to re-enforce readUy any point of the road he might seriously threaten. 
The guns and all other ammunition at Hamilton _ should ot course be 
removed, and could be devoted to the strengthening ot other points of 
defense in your department. Unless wanted dsewhere in your depar- 
ment it is suggested to send the section of Captain Bruce’s artillery 
which was at Hamilton to Goldsborough, where it is likely to be much 

needed^ am, very respectfully, your obedient servant^ ^ 

Generalj Commanding, 
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[Inolosure No. 2.J 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^ Va,^ March 22^ 1862, 


Brig. Gen. J. E. Anderson, 

Commanding^ cfcc., Goldshoroughy A". C,: 


General : Colonel Eansom’s regiment IS'ortli Carolina cavalry will 
leave to-morrow morning and proceed to Weldon by slow marches (with 
a view ot* recruiting the horses, which are much reduced), and at which 
point it is directed to halt and await orders from you. You will order 
it to such point on your line as in your judgment stands most in need 
of this arm of the service. 

I am, \evy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

[9.] General^ Commanding, 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond^ April 17,1862. 

Thomas T. Cropper, Esq., Richmond: 

Sir : I have received your letter asking permission for Capt. Jacob A. 
Cullen and crew of the schooner J. B. Brinkley, of Somerset County, 
Md., now in Mathews County, Va., and Capt. Joseph W. Statins .and 
crew of the sloop Crystal Palace, of Accomac County, Ya., now also 
in Mathews County, and also for Mr. Levin Dix, of Accomac, Ya., to 
trade to ports where they may be able to obtain articles specially needed 
by the Southern Confederacy. I have no official authority to grant this 
X-)ermit, but if the provost-marshal of the district in which the vessels 
are lying is convinced that they are going for the purpose of procuring 
arms, munitions, military stores, &c., into the Confederacy, he will 
doubtless interpose no obstacle to their departure. Upon the arrival 
of such vessel at any future time it will be only necessary for them to 
report to the military commander of the district in which they arrive. 

Your obedient servant, 

GEO. W. EAE^DOLPH, 

[11.] Secretary of War, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oeeice, 

'No. 90. ) Richmond, April 19, 1862. 

Hf- ^ ^ 

XXY, Colonel Porter’s Third Eegiment Yirginia Artillery and Cap¬ 
tain Davidson’s company Yirginia light artillery will immediately 
proceed to Hanover Junction, Ya., and there await orders from Brig¬ 
adier-General Eield, commanding near Fredericksburg. 

By command of tlie Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Eeae Swift Exjn Gap, April 19,1862—3 p. in. 
Maijor-General Ewell: 

My Deae General : I am on your side of the Shenandoah. Yes¬ 
terday the enemy advanced within nine miles of Harrisonburg, but have 
fhllen back. 

Very truly, yours, 

[ 12 .] 


T. J. JACKSON. 
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Headquarters Central Forces, 

j^ear Jones^ Field. April ^0. 1862, 

Brig. Gen. A. P. Sill, 

Commanding First Brigade: 

General : From tlie accompanying order, by direction of tbe major- 
general commanding, it will be seen that you are charged with com¬ 
pleting and repairing the works along his entire line. To this end you 
will employ the whole available force in the trenches, and when neces¬ 
sary will call on any of the commanders along the line for additional 
details. The general commanding desires you to have the water in the 
trenches carried off by drains, or, when this is impracticable, by dip¬ 
ping. He further directs that you have slats laid across the trenches 
near the bottom, so as to afford some kind of dry footing for the troops 
in them. The boards of any old house in the neighborhood will answer 
for this object. In progressing with your works, the general command¬ 
ing desires that at any good point for artillery that your eye may detect, 
you will make preparation for putting several pieces in position, as it 
is his design thus to dispose some twenty pieces along his line. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, 

G. MOXLEY SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. Gei^eral’s Office, 

No, 93. 3 Richmond^ A^ml 23^ 1862, 

* # # - # ^ iifs. m 

X. The eight companies of Colonel TansilPs regiment Virginia artil¬ 
lery, on duty at the heavy batteries near this city, will proceed by the 
way of Hanover Junction to report to Brig. Gen. C. W. Field, com¬ 
manding, &c.,near Fredericksburg, Va. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

E. H. GHILTOX, 

[11.] Assistayit Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^ Fa., Ajpril 21^ 1862. 

General J. G. Martin, 

Adjutant-General North Carolina, Raleigh, N, C,: 

General: Tour letter of the 22d instant is received. It is very 
gratifying to hear how well the people of Xorth Carolina are respond¬ 
ing to the call of the President, and I am glad to find that you have 
not limited your efforts to raising the number designated in the requi¬ 
sition of the Secretary of War, as I think we shall require more than 
the quota of every State. Tour own appointment to the command of 
tbe division at Ealeigh affords a gratifying assurance of what may be 
expected of the efficiency of the troops when brought into the field. I 
hope that the efforts being made to procure arms in your State may be 
vigorously prosecuted, as it is impossible for me to spare any for your 
troops. There is such pressing need of arms at several points where 
our men are in the presence of the enemy, that all that can be procured 
are immediately taken up and there is need of more. For this reason 
I cannot promise you any arms from Fayetteville at this time. There 
are, however, several cargoes reported to be afloat, and the arrival of 
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wliicli in Rome of our ports is anxiously expected. These will afford us 
great I'clief, and whatever I can procure for your troops from this source 
or any other you may rely upon receiviug. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servan^ 

K, E. LEE, 

[0.] General, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Reserve Corps, 

ISTo. 47. ) Eaglets Farm^ April 24^ 1862, 

The numerical designation of the brigades of the First Division, 
Reserve Corps, will be as follows: First Brigade, Brigadier-General 
Hood 5 {Second Brigade, Col. Wade Hampton j Third Brigade, Brig¬ 
adier-General Wliiting. 

By command of Brigadier-General Whiting: 

JAMES H. HILL, 

[11.] Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Richmond, Va., April 25,1862, 

S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

Sir: I respectfully request that you will examine the inclosed com¬ 
munication to*the Secretary of War and call the attention of both him¬ 
self and General Lee to its contents. I will await further and definite 
orders in reply. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HE^TRY A. WISE, 

Brigadier- General, 

[Inclosure.] 

Richmond, Va., April 24,1862. 

Ion. G. W. Randolph, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : On the 19th of February, 1862, 1 received Special Orders, Ko. 
:0, paragraph 18, dated February 18, with the legion under my then 
nesent command, excepting the light battery companies, to proceed 
vith the least practicable delay to Manassas and report to General 
r. E. Johnston, commanding Department of Northern Virginia.^^ I 
mmediately replied asking explanations of the order, which explana- 
ons were given by letter of Mr. Benjamin, then Secretary of War, dated 
'ebruary 23, saying that the disaster at Roanoke Island having reduced 
jy command below the number necessary for a brigade, General Huger 
lad notified the Department that I was ‘‘ supernumerary” in his depart¬ 
ment; that General Johnston was urgent with the President to send 
him additional general officers; that the President deemed it advisable 
that the remainder of my legion should be sent to the Army of the 
Potomac in order to replace a regiment of North Carolina cavalry, and 
to order me to the same army, in order that General Johnston might 
assign to me the command of a brigade, thus enabling the President 
to retain me in the service without loss of rank in the only manner 
allowed by iaw. And in this letter also the Secretary accorded to me 
a leave of absence for twenty days. At the end of the twenty days I 
came on to Richmond and reported for duty, but found the legion under 
my command ordered to special duties at various places, of which spe¬ 
cial orders to my subordinates I had received no notice whatever. I 
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had also in the meantime been called on by a committee of the House 
of Eeimesentatives of the Confederate Congress to answer interroga¬ 
tories respecting the Eoanoke Island affair. Accordingly, on the 19th 
of March, I informed the Secretary of War oiflcially in writing that I 
was awaiting the further orders of the Department, the arrival of the 
portion of my legion left to my command, and the call of a committee 
of the House of Eepresentatives of the Confederate Congress, and on 
the 25th of March, 1862,1 repeated this formal notice to Mr. Eandolph 
i after he came into the Department of War. Again, on the 31st of 
March, I addressed a letter to Adjutant and Inspector General S. 
t Cooper, protesting that I could not execute the then pending order of 
the Department to me to report to General Johnston with my legion 
for reason of orders to my subordinates conflicting with the order to 
me, and asking whether I was to execute that order, whether E was 
to be allowed a court of inquiry upon my conduct of the defense at 
Eoanoke Island, or whether 1 was to remain here in obedience to a call 
1 of a committee of Congress, and saying again I was ready for orders 
^ and anxious to be in the field. I then received a letter from the Secre- 
1 tary of War dated March 29, 1862, saying: 


The exigencies of the service rendering it impossible to reassemble your legion, so 
much of the Special Orders, No. 40, paragraph 18, as directs you to proceed -vritli the 
legion under your command to Manassas and report to General J. E. Johnston is 
hereby revoked. Yon will report to him for duty as soon as you can conveniently 
leave this city (Richmond), after the investigation to which you referred in conver¬ 
sation on yesterday shall be completed. 

As soon as my examination by the committee of Congress was com- 
pleted I reported to General J. E, JoEnston in person in this city. He 
gave me no orders, but said, on the contrary, that his command vas 
completely organized, and that he had so reported to the Department 
some time previously, and he had no brigade ■which he could assign 'to 
my command. This was on the 11th of April. On the 12th of April 
1 addressed to General J. E. Johnston a letter, of which the following is 
a copy.* And on the 14th of April, 1862,1 addressed to Adjutant and 
Inspector General S, Cooper a letter, of which the following is a copy.t 
In answer I received from General Cooper the reply of which the fol¬ 
lowing is a copy.f I immediately waited again upon General Johnston 
-■* and showed him these orders. Again I received from him no orders, 
but he said he would see the Secretary of War in regard to the assigu- 
ment of a brigade to me, and I have not heard from him since. I had 
seen General Lee, between whose proposed distribution of troops and 
the order to me of the 15th of April in respect to two companies under 
Lieutenant-Oolonel Tyler there seemed to be some conflict, and on the 
16th of April I addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, of which the 
following is a copy.§ Receiving no answer to this letter, I called m 
nerson on the 23d of April on the Secretary. He informed me that the 
labors of the Department were divided; that he had the organization 
of troops, but that their distribution and the orders to officers belonged 
1 to Genwal Lee as commander-in-chief of the forces in the field; that he 
I would assign to me the Sixtieth Regiment of Virginia ^ olunt^rs, for- 
1 merlv the Third of my legion, which had just arrived, but difficulties 
* with the troops for the local defense of Richmond had made it neces¬ 
sary to send it on to Fredericksburg, and he referred me to General 
Lee. I immediately the same day called in person on General Lee, 
reported my embarrassment, and I understood him as saying that no 


* See p. 535. 
t See p. 537. 

35 R B—voii dt/rt II 


t See p. 538. 
i See p. 539. 
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order was pending upon me to report to General Jolinston, and that 
he would write to General Johnston, declining to issue orders himself 
to me. Again this morning I called on General Lee to report an order 
from Governor Letcher to the second class of the Virginia militia aid¬ 
ing the formation of my brigade, and to ask that the Sixtieth Eegiment 
of Virginia Volunteers, sent to Fredericksburg, and the battalion under 
Lieut. Col. J. H. Eichardson, of the Forty-sixth Virginia Volunteers, 
now at Yorktown or Gloucester Point, might be united either at the 
one i)lace or the other and assigned to my command. He informed me 
that he proposed to send the Sixtieth Eegiment back to Western Vir¬ 
ginia, and said that he considered the order for me to report to Gen¬ 
eral Johnston as extant. This but increases my embarrassment, and 
I respectfully ask that you will refer this full statement to General 
Lee and confer with him, so that the organization of and orders to 
my brigade may correspond 5 that my brigade may be organized, to 
aid which I inclose the order from Governor Letcher, referred to, and 
that I may receive positive and definite orders to assume my proper 
command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HEFTEY A. WISE, 

BrifftffVcr- General, 

[Siil)-mclosiire.] 

Adjutant-Genekal’s Office, Virg-tnia, 

Richmond^ A<pril M, 1862, 

Oapt. John B. Danforth, 

Senior Capty Gomdg, Second-Class Militia of the City of Richmond: 

You will immediately issue orders to the second-class militia of your 
command at once to hold themselves in readiness for active duty. 
Places of rendezvous will be appointed, and you will cause the men of 
each company to be ordered to provide themselves with necessaries 
for service. Arms will be furnished when the force is assembled at the 
rendezvous. Further orders will be issued when it is ready for service. 
It will be assigned as a part of the force under the command of General 
Henry A. Wise. 

By command: 

WILLIAM n. ETCHAEDSOF", 

Adjutant- General. 

(Copies to Capt. O. H. Hobson, Petersburg; Oapt. Jacob Vickery, 
Norfolk City; Oapt. David J. Turner, Portsmouth; Oapt. Hugh Scott, 
Fredericksburg, will be sent when practicable.) 

[ 11 .] 


Headquarters, 

JOee^s Rarm^ April 25^ 1862. 

Oolonel Walton, 

Oonimanding Washington Artillery: 

Colonel: The general commanding requests me to detail from your 
command Captain Eosser, with his battery, for duty temporarily with 
General Toombs’ brigade. Will you, therefore, if you please, direct 
Captain Eosser to proceed with his battery as soon as possible to Gen¬ 
eral Toombs’ headquarters and report for duty, with the further 
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instructions to report also to General D. E. Jones, who has now taken 
command of the division recently commanded by General Toombs'® 
Yours, very truly, 

W. ISr. PENDLETOE, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery. 

P. S.—I am called upon for an immediate report of our artillery force. 
Please let me have one respecting the batteries under your command 
as soon as you can. 

Yours, truly, P_ 

[IJ-j Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery. 


Speoiax Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

^ 0 - ) Eiclmond, April 36,1862. 

***** .JJ: * 

IX. Oapt. P. M. Ironmonger’s company Virginia Volnnteers will 
without delay report for duty to Major-General Huger, commanding 
Department of Xorfolk. 

* * * # • # * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

R. H. CHILTON, 

[11-] Assistant Adjutant-General 


War Departtvient, C. S. A., 
Richmond^ Fa., A;pril 1862, 

General E, E. Lee, 

Oommandingj Sc, : 

Sir : Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise is pressing the Department for a brigade, 
and the disposition of troops in the field having been assigned to you, 
I cannot act in the premises, but refer the matter for your action. 

Very respectfully, 

GEO. W. EANDOLPH, 

[11.] Secretary of War, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^ T"a., A^pril 26^ 1862, 

Col. J. Gorg-as, 

Chief of Ordnance Bureau,, Richmond^ Ya,: 

Colonel: By telegram of this date from Capt. J. N. Mafiitt, Wil¬ 
mington, N. C.,'it is rei3orted that there have arrived in that port 0,000 
arms, 1,000 pounds of powder, knapsacks, &c. I desire you to send 
an officer there at once to attend to their reception and distribution. 
Should the number be truly reported you will authorize him to turn 
over 2,400 arms to Major-General Holmes, commanding Department of 
North Carolina, and equipments in relative proportion should they 
accompany the arms. The remaining arms, say 3,600,1 desire brought 
to this city for issue here as shall bo hereafter determined. The distri¬ 
bution of the powder will be regulated by the necessities of the service, 
of which you are the best judge.* 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ E. E. LEE, 

rq 1 General 


*See Lee to Holmes, April 26, Vol. IX, p. 464, 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppice, 

No. 97. ( Richmond^ April 28,1862. 

##-*#** 

XVL Oapfc. T. M. E. Talcott, of the engineers, is relieved from duty 
in the Department of Norfolk, and will report for duty to General li, E. 
Lee, commanding; in this city. 

XVII. Maj. A. L. Long, of the corps of artillery, is relieved from 
duty in the Department of South Carolina and Georgia, and will report 
for duty to General E. E. Lee, commanding, in this city. 

# -t- * * 'it' * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

E. H. OHILTOK, 

[11.1 Assistant Adpitant-General, 


War Department, G. 8. A., 
Bichmond^ Va,^ A^pril 28^ 1862, 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Commanding Department of the Peninsula: 

General: You informed me that seven or eight regiments whose 
time was out have reorganized, and wish to be informed whether they 
are entitled to their discharge. I think not, unless they were induced 
to remain and reorganize by promises of a discharge. If a regiment 
whose time is out, but who have not been mustered out of service, reor¬ 
ganize under the conscription act voluntarily and without being induced 
to do so by promises of a discharge in a short time, they may be 
regarded as waiving the right to be discharged, and enrolled subse¬ 
quently, and as volunteering in an existing regiment in conformity 
with the provisions of the conscript law. Should you lose any part 
of your command under this decision, it is matter for regret, but is una¬ 
voidable. We have heard of the arrival of two cargoes, containing 
about 9,000 Enfield rifies and 1,000 barrels of powder. We hope to give 
you an ample supply of ammunition and to send two banded rifled 
32-pounders to Yorktown, which may be relied on. They are now 
nearly complete. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. W. EAXDOLPH, 

[11,] Secretary of War, 


Special Oiiders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oeftob, 

Xo. 98. \ B.iefmond^ April 29^ 1862. 

#*.#*#*# 
XXV. The batteries of Virginia light artillery under Oapts. M. John¬ 
son and W. G. Crenshaw will proceed with the least practicable delay 
to Guiney’s Depot, Va., and report for duty to the general commanding 
the Aquia District. 

###**** 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Richmond, April 29,1862. 
Hon. G. W. Randolph, Secretcvry of War .• 

Sir : Some weeks since I called your attention to the fact that there 
were not enough men at Drewry’s Bluff to finish the work as early as 
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we considered desirable. About tlie time of receiving your reply I also 
received a note from Mr. W. Gill, informing me that be bad just received 
such an accession to bis force that there could be no doubt of the work 
being completed in due season. With this I rested content. But to-day, 
at the suggestion of Mr, Thomas W. McCance, I went with him to the 
scene of these operations for the purpose of learning bow tbe work pro¬ 
gressed. There we met three or four other citizens who had gone there 
for tbe same purpose, and I regret to state that we were unanimously 
of the opinion that at tbe present rate of i>rogress tbe river will not be 
obstructed in three months. There is a sad deficiency of men, of tim¬ 
ber, and of roi>es. Worse than this, for lack of stone to put in the 
cribs a large number of them were carried off by the freshet which 
occurred during tbe x)ast week, and thus a large portion of the work 
has to be done over again. But even if all the cribs were in their 
places, at the present rate of filling them it will take more than two 
months to fill them. Only two boats, I have been informed, have yet 
been used—one called the John Farrar and one tbe E. J. Duval— 
while Mr. McCance informs me that two others, belonging to Dunlap & 
McCance, wei’e seized some weeks since and have never been used, but 
are still lying idle in the basin. When I had an interview with Captain 
Fives last week he told me that he had a difficulty in obtaining boats 
to carry the stone down. I informed him that there were then several 
boats of the largest size in the basin, but, upon hearing that they were 
canal, he said they would not suit. Why they will not do to carry 
pieces of stone easily handled by one man, when they are used for all 
sorts of freight, from hogsheads of tobacco to the smallest articles, is 
more than I can understand. But this I can understand, that unless 
more speed is made in taking the stone lying ready for shipment on the 
canal to the place where it is needed, much money will be spent without 
avail, and all that has been done will be useless. I am very well satis¬ 
fied that I am occupying your time with this matter when you have a 
great deal to think of, but after the feats of gun-boats lately performed 
I do not entertain a doubt but that they can come up our river to this 
city at any time they choose, and whatever others may think, I am 
satisfied that you consider Eichmond worthy of being held; and rely¬ 
ing on your sentiments on this point, I feel free to appeal to you to have 
this work attended to at once. I have no disposition to find fault with 
those who have the work in charge. I care nothing for them, but I do 
care for Eichmond, and when I assure you that the statement above 
made of the present condition and prospects of the work now being 
done to obstruct the river is the firm conviction of at least five or six 
citizens who have no interest in misrepresenting or misjudging, I hope 
it will be entitled to the consideration such an important matter 
deserves. 

With the highest respect, I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

THOS. H. WYN^E, 

Ohief Mngineer of Defenses of City of Richmond, 


[Indorsement.] 

Ohiep of Bnginbbb Bureau: 

I wish this matter pressed vigorously, and would like to visit the 
obstruction with you at your earliest convenience. Great blame will 
be attached to it if the obstruction is not completed speedily. 

G. W. E. 


[ 11 .! 
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Staunton, A:pril 29^ 1862. 

Hon. Gboroe W. Eanbolph: 

Bt: AE Sir : In a postscript to a letter wliicli I addressed to you some 
days ago I adverted to the propriety of retaining possession of the 
upper part of the Valley. I hope you will pardon me for presenting 
somewhat more fully my views on that subject. In looking to our 
futui*e military operations and the probability that the Federal forces 
will, a.s the sickly season advances, be withdrawn from the Gulf States 
and concentrated in Virginia (which will involve the necessity of our 
doing the same), the question presents itself, how are our armies to be 
fed? The supply of beef and pork from Texas and the West will be 
cut off, and we will be compelled to rely on our home supi')lies. The 
counties of Augusta, Eockiiigham, and Eockbridge now abound with 
supplies of wheat, ilour, corn, pork, bacon, cattle and sheep. Last 
year’s crox) of corn and wheat were the largest ever raised in those 
counties, and the growing crops are remarkably promising. The 
invasion of the western counties compelled the inhabitants to drive 
their stock to the Valley, and thus we have on hand a double supply 
of cattle, hogs and sheep. An intelligent man, well acquainted with 
the subject, told me this morning that not less than 100,000 sheep had 
been brought into Augusta during the last nine months. The census 
returns show that Augusta produces near 500,000 bushels of wheat, 
and as much corn. Last year’s crop was estimated to be 33^ per cent, 
over an average crop. The stoppage of all the distilleries has left 
large supplies of corn in our cribs, aud the difficulty of procuring trans¬ 
portation has compelled the farmers to retain most of their wheat and 
flour. These facts will show that we have in our country a vast sur¬ 
plus of provisions, which will be greatly augmented when the growing 
crop matures, sixty days hence. Should the enemy get possession of 
the u}-)per Valley they will gain supplies sufficient to maintain a large 
army for twelve months to come. If, on the other hand, we can drive 
them out, these supplies can be applied to the sustenance of our own 
troops. A very intelligent gentleman who was employed to purchase 
flour for the Government, and who in his official capacity traversed 
Jefferson, Berkeley, Clarke and Loudoun, tqld me he thought there 
were 1,000,000 bushels of wheat in those four counties. The people 
have almost two entire crops on hand. All this has fallen into the 
hands of the enemy, who are now rapidly removing it to Maryland. 
The surrender of Frederick, Warren, Shenandoah, Hardy, Page, and 
Eockingham involves the loss of as much more. If, now, we lose the 
remaining grain counties of the Valley I do not see where our supplies 
are to come from. The commissariat department has, I think, been 
injudiciously managed, as large supplies of flour, corn, &c., have been 
brought here from Eastern Virginia, while our own granaries have been 
teeming with abundance. It seems to me that an eflbrt ought to be 
made, if possible, to regain iiossession of Eockingham and Shenandoah 
before the enemy can remove the provisions from those counties. High 
waters and bad roads have prevented them from accomplishing much 
in the way of removal thus far. If you could now throw 10,000 or 
15,000 troops, in addition to the commands of Jackson aud Ewell into 
the Valley about Luray, it would be practicable to cutoff and possibly 
capture the army of Banks. The stores of provisions would thus be 
secured, and if we are obliged to abandon the Valley, it should be post¬ 
poned, if possible, until the next harvest is secured. The abandon¬ 
ment of the upper Valley also involves the loss of our most valuable 
iron-works, many woolen factories, and the shoe factory here that sup¬ 
plies 100 pairs of boots and shoes per day. The corn-planting season 
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has arrived, and in the present state of uncertainty our farmers do not 
know what to do. Some of them talk of planting but ten or twenty 
acres, as they are determined not to contribute to the support of the 
enemy. If they had any intimation that they could do so with security, 
they would make unusual efforts to raise large supplies of corn and 
potatoes, &c. It seems to me also that a strong demonstration in the 
lower Valley would create a beneficial diversion in favor of Eichmond. 
I hope you will pardon the freedom of this communication. It is dic¬ 
tated by an earnest desire to promote the public interests, and I offer 
that as my apology. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

[12.] ALEX. H. H. STUAET. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Biclimond^ May i, 1862. 

The Honorable JraaES of the City of Eichmond, the Courts 
OF Henrico, and the Hustinos Court of the City of Eioh- 

MOND: 


Gentlemen: In order to prevent the interference of martial law 
with necessary business, I think it will be well for your courts to grant 
injunctions as usual where it is necessary to prevent irreparable mis¬ 
chief, to make orders necessary to enforce the same, and to secure the 
custody of infants in persons entitled thereto; to decide suits for 
divorce, and to make the necessary orders for alimony and personal 
safety of the parties; to recover rents and the possession of real estate 
and slaves. And where the officers of the court cannot execute the 
judgments, decrees, and orders in the cases above mentioned they may 
be certified to the provost-marshal, who will receive instructions to 
carry them into effect. I should be happy to receive suggestions as to 
such further steps as may be properly taken to facilitate the transaction 
of business indispensable to the public welfare. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ’ GEO. W. RANDOLPH, 

[11,] Secretary of War. 


Special Orders, } AlDJT. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 101. ] Richmond^ May 1862. 

* * * * * * 

II. Maj. James Barbour, assistant adjutant-general, will report for 
duty to Maj. Gen. E. S. Ewell, commanding Army of [tbe] Potomac. 
******* 

Bv command of the Secretary of War: 

E. H. CHILTON, 

M2,] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, 
No. 102. 

* * 


Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oeeicb, 

Richmond, Maf 3,1862. 
***** 


VI. Captain Carroll’s company sappers and miners, now at the Pair 
Grounds, will proceed at once to Drewry’s Bluff and report to the 
commanding officer. 

****** * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 

rii.i 


E. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters, 

Diascond Bridge. May 6. 1862 — 5.30 a. m. 

Col. J. B. Walton, 

Commanding Washington Artillery^ near Forge Bridge: 

Sir: I am instructed by General Jones, commanding, to direct you 
not to move forward until further orders. If the infantry should inarch 
forward to-day you will be informed in time to keep in advance. Gen¬ 
eral Jolinstou reports that there was a severe skirmish at Williamsburg 
yesterday, engaging the whole of General Longstreet’s division, as 
well as the rear guard. Ko particulars. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENEY BEYA^T, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Eight W'ing, Army of the Potomac, 

May 6, 1862. 

Colonel Walton will move forward and halt his command at or near 
the forks of the road near the Forge Bridge, keeping on the right-hand 
road. The infantry has been ordered back to the Burnt Ordinary in 
obedience to instructions from General Johnston, the enemy being in hot 
pursuit. Your command has not been ordered back in consequence of 
the impassable state of the roads. 

By command of Brig. Gen. D. E. Jones: 

A. COWAED, 

[ll.J Captain and Assistant Adjiitant-General. 


Headquarters Eight Wing, Army of the Potomac, 

May 6*, 1862 — 10.30 p. m. 

[Col. J. B. Walton, 

Commanding Battalion Washington Artillery:] 

(3OL0NEL : The brigadier-general commanding directs that your com¬ 
mand and that of Colonel Cabell be held in their present positions until 
further orders, unless you have positive reason to believe that their 
safety is endangered. In this case you will cross the river. You will 
keep the Kentucky regiment Avith you. The enemy is landing in very 
heavy force at West Point, and the two brigades of this division 
(Toombs’ and Anderson’s) have been moved to the neighborhood of 
Barhamsville to support General Smith. A battle may come ot* 
to-morrow at that place. 

Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 

A. COWAED, 

[11.1 Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Barhamsville^ May 1862» 

General E. E. Lee: 

(GENERAL: The enemy has a large fleet of gun-boats (seven iron¬ 
clads) and transports at West Point. He has been landing troops and 
artillery under his guns, but iu a iiosition in which we cannot reach 
him. The want of provision and of any mode of obtaining it here, 
still more the dearth of forage, makes it impossible to wait to attack 
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him while landing. The sight of the iron-clad boats makes me appre¬ 
hensive for Eichmond, too, so I move on in two columns, one by the 
'Eevf Kent road under Major-General Smith, the other by that of the 
Chickahominy under Major-General Longstreet. The battles of Wil¬ 
liamsburg seem to have prevented the enemy from following from that 
direction. All the prisoners were of Heintzelman’s corps, except a few 
of the last, who said they belonged to Sumner’s. Fresh troops seemed 
to be arriving upon the held continually during the day. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

[11.] J. E. JOHi^STOK 


Headquarters Eicht Wing-, Army of the Potomac, 

BarJiarnsville^ May 7, 1862—7 a, m. 
Colonels Walton and Cabell and the wagon trains of this command 
will move forward, crossing at either the Long Bridge or the Forge 
Bridge. It might be better to divide the trains and go by both roads. 
By command of Brig. Gen. D. E. Jones: 

A. OOWAED, 

[11.] Assistant Adjiitant-General. 


Headquarters, 
Biehmond^ Fa., May 7, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, 

Richmond^ Fa. : 

General ; I have just received your note reporting for duty. Gen¬ 
eral Beauregard, under date of the 4th instant, in reply to my telegram 
to him, says he can assign you to a brigade. I should prefer you to 
retain your command in Virginia, where I believe you can do gooi 
service, and where, I presume, it would be more agreeable for you t 
serve. The cavalry companies in Korth Carolina belonging to Colonel 
Davis’ regiment have been ordered to join him and I believe that regi¬ 
ment will be complete. I am not informed what progress Colonel 
Eichardson has made in filling up his regiment, but I hope it is near 
completion. These two regiments, and Colonel *Tyler’s in process of 
organization, can be assigned to your command, and your influence and 
popularity would materially aid in hastening their completion. If, 
however, you prefer service in Mississippi, I will assign you to duty 
there, but*"! think it right to inform you that this may involve the ques¬ 
tion [of] recommissioning you under the act of the 6th of March, 1861, 
and which I am not prepared to decide. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient serv-ant, 

E. E. LEE, 

m I General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^ Fa., May 9j 1862. 

General J. E. Johnston, 

Commanding^ &c.: 

General: I have received information by telegraph this morning 
from Mai. A. W. Harman, assistant quartermaster at Staunton, that 
General Jackson’s advanced forces engaged the enemy (Milroy) near 
McDoweU, on Sitlington’s Hill, at 5 p. m. yesterday, and after four 
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hours^ fighting drove them back in confusion on McDowell. We had 
no artillery. Winder’s brigade not in action. Our troops encamped on 
battle-field. Artillery gotten in position, and ready to renew fight. 
Three gun-boats entered James Eiver on yesterday. One iron-clad 
attacked battery at Day’s Point. It is reported battery was silenced. 
Enemy yesterday attacked Sewell’s Point battery. Retired on approach 
of Virginia. These movements of enemy supposed to be caused by 
information derived from a Captain Bias, who deserted with his tug¬ 
boat and crew and went to Fort Monroe yesterday. Every preparation 
is being made that is possible to contest the ascent of James River by 
enemy’s boats. Nothing heard of their farther advance since yestei'day. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 

111 and 12.J GeneraL 


Captain Selden’s, 3Iay 9^ 1862. 

Hon. GEORaE W. Randolph, 

Secretary of War, Richmond: 

1 am directed by General Magruder to report that a courier who left 
Diascond bridge yesterday at 2 o’clock says that General Hill, who 
brought up the rear of the army, had crossed Forge Bridge; the Yankees 
about two miles in the rear. General Hill told the courier that his loss 
in the battle of Monday was a little less than 500 killed and wounded. 
General Magruder will be at Bottom’s Bridge to-night, where it is sup¬ 
posed that the army will concentrate and make a stand if the Yankees 
offer battle. 

Respectfully, &c., 

WILLIAM NORRISj 

[11.J Cajptain and Aide-de-GanqK 


Special Oedebs, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppioe, 

No. 108. ] Richmond, Ma>y 10,1862. 

* # # * * * 

III. The following officers will constitute the staff* of General Robert 
E. Lee, commanding general, C. S. Army: Ool. A. L. Long, military sec- 
retax'y; Majs. W. H. Taylor, T. M. R. Talcott, Charles S. Venable, Charles 
Marshall, aides. 

^ # * # * # # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[ii.j Assistant Adjutant-cl 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppi . 

No. 109. ) Richmond, May 1^, 18b2. 

^ ^ # 

V. Ool. T. S. Rhett, in addition to his duties in the Ordnance Bureau, 
will take command of the batteries around Richmond, distribute the 
artillery companies ordered on that duty, and direct their armament 
and preparation, for which purpose he will report to Brig. Gen. John H. 
Winder. The batteries and companies assigned to the batteries will be 
under the command of their proper officers, and as far as possible will 
serve at contieruous positions. They will, while serving at the batteries, 
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be lield ready, as far as they can be, armed and equipped for service in 
the field as infantry and be instructed accordingly. 

****### 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

WITHEES, 

Assistant Adjutant- Gmerah 


Special Orders, \ Adjt. and Insp. Generates Office, 

1^0. 110. \ Richmond^ May 13^ 1862. 

**#*### 
XXXI. Capt. J. McD. Carrington, commanding the Virginia battery 
light artillery, will proceed with his company to Gordonsville, Va., and 
report for duty to Maj. Gen. E. S. Ewell, commanding, &c. 

******* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[12.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond, May 13^ 1862. 

Colonel Walton, 

Washington Artillery: 

If you have a light battery that you think will be efficient on the 
banks of the river, I wish you to send it on the left bank either at 
Chaffin’s Bluff or opposite the obstructions at Warwick Bar to retard 
the ascent of the enemy’s gun-boats said to have arrived at City Point. 
The battery must select concealed positions, not near residences, and 
endeavor to cripple and destroy the wooden boats and drive from deck 
the men on the iron boats. 

Very respectfully, 

[11.] _ E. E. LEE. 

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Batt. WASHiNaroN Artillery, 

Xo. 31. ) Bivouac Blahey^s Mill-Pond^ May 13,1862. 

Captain Miller, Third Company, will proceed forthwith with his bat¬ 
tery on the left bank of the river either at Chaffin’s Bluff’ or opposite 
the obstructions at Warwick Bar to retard the ascent of the enemy’s 
gun-boats said to have arrived at City Point. He will select concealed 
positions, not near residences, and by his fire endeavor to cripple and 
destroy the wooden boats and drive from the decks the men upon the 
iron boats. 

J. B. WALTOX, 

[11.] Colonel of Artillery, Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Xo. 111. ) Richmond, May 14, 1862. 

^ ^ * ^ * * ^ 

VIII. The Fifty-sixth Eegiment Virginia Volunteers, under Col. 
William D. Stuart, will immediately proceed to Drewry’s Bluff, taking 
transportation at Eocketts. 

m ^ ^ ^ ^ 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[U.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Maj. Gen. B. Hxjoer: 


War Department, O. S. A., 

BieJmiond^ May 14, 1862. 


Sir : All members of militia companies wlio have been assembled 
under your command by the proclamation of Governor Letcher, and 
wlio are over thirty-five years of age, are, by virtue of an established 
rule of this Department, entitled to their discharge and to transporta¬ 
tion home. You will accordingly discharge such persons and order 
transportation to be paid to them. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

A. T. BLEDSOE, 

[If-] Assistant Secretary of War. 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond, May 14, 1862. 

Superintendent of the York Eivbr Railroad: 

Uidess it should interfere seriously with indispensable transportation 
of army supplies, you will furnish a locomotive to Prof. R. Wells to 
tiike his balloon to General Johnston’s headquarters. Professor Wells 
will indicate the 'hour at which it is desirable the locomotive should 
start. If it is impracticable to furnish a special engine, you will allow 
Professor Wells to attach the balloon to the first train which leaves. 

GEO. W. RANDOLPH, 

[11-] Secretary of War, 


Headquarters Battalion Washinoton Artillery, 
Bwouac near JBlatcey^s Mill-Fond, May * \ / 

General R. E. Lee, 

Richmond: 

General: I have the honor to report that immediately ^ 
recei])t of your order yesterday evening I dispatched Captain Miller’s 
(Third) company with his battery of two bronze 12-poundcr guns and 
^Avo 24-pounder howitzers (iron) to the point indicated, directing him 
n take position either at Chaffin’s Bluff or opposite the obstructions at 
Warwick Bar, giving him instructions as to the object and of the par- 
ucular service required. He has selected the bluff as being the best 
losition, where he is now awaiting the approach of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, 

J. B. WALTON, 

[11.] Colonel of Artillery, Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Riolmond, May 14,1862. 

fOol. J. B. Walton, 

Commanding Battalion Washington Artillery:] 

Colonel: By direction of General Lee, I write to say that General 
Johnston has requested that orders be issued for you to return to the 
army and report to him with your command for duty. The battery 
sent to Chaffin’s Bluff* will, for the present, remain where it is now 
stationed. You are desired to proceed with the balance and report to 
General Johnston, commanding, &c. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, yours, &c., 

W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant A djutant- General, 
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A battery has been ordered to relieve the one you sent to Chaffin^s 
Bluff at once, and it can go with you as soon as relieved. 

W. H. TAYLOE, 

J Assistant Adjutant^ General. 


Chaffin’s Bluff, < 

^ May 14, 186J9—10 a. m. ' 

[Col. J, B, Walton, 

Commanding Battalion Washington Artillery:] 

Colonel : There are five gun-boats, one the Monitor, at a point not 
two miles from us, evidently with a considerable body of skirmishers 
on either side of the river. There are no batteries here but one incom¬ 
plete one and our battery and no infantry. We expect hot work every 
minute. 

[11-] BEEWEE. 


Orders, ) Hdqrs. Battalion Washing-ton Artillery, 

^o. 8. 5 Bivouac Blahefs Mill-Fond, May 14,1862. 

This command will take up the line of march for the army to-morrow 
morning, 15th instant, at 5 o’clock. Every preparation will be made 
to-night for the movement. Eeveille will be sounded at 3.30 a. m. 
to-morrow. 

J. B. WALTOK, 

[11«] Colonel of Artillery, Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

'So. 112. ( Biclmond, May 15,1862. 

# # « 

XXV, The following companies of heavy artillery, viz, Oapts, G. T. 
Whittington’s, L. A. Sale’s, L. B. McMullan’s, Samuel D. Preston’s, T. 
T. Pettus’, Eichard H. Edmondson’s, George Bouton’s, Alexander Jor¬ 
dan’s, W. Y. Jordan’s, and 0. C. Otey’s, are hereby organized into a 
regiment of artillery, under Col. J. Thomas Goode, as the Fourth Eegi- 
nient Virginia Heavy Artillery, to serve either as artillery or infancy 
as the interests of the service may require. The two companies of the 
regiment serving with Colonel Crump’s command and those at the bat¬ 
teries on James Eiver will, as soon as their services can be dispensed 
with, join the regiment in Eichmond. 

XXVI. The four companies of Virginia artillery commanded, respect¬ 
ively, by Capts. S. Taylor Martin, John L. Eubank, L. H. Webb, and 
James V. Brooke will constitute the Twelfth Battalion Virginia Light 
Artillery, under command of Maj. F. J. Boggs. 

******* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JEO. WITHEES, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant’ General. 


Headquarters, 

Camp on Massaponax Sills, May 15,1862. 
Hon. George W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of War, Richmond: 

Dear Sir: I feel very great concern about the course that may be 
adopted by the Government should the entoy’s gun-boats get up to 
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Eichmond, and trust it will be determined never to surrender the city. 
If the city be not surrendered and the army be kept up we will have 
the advantage of the enemy having no foothold there on the land. If 
the refusal to surrender should, as it doubtless will, be followed by a 
threat to shell the city, the enemy cannot in the face of the civilized 
world commence the fiendish operation until suflQcient time is given to 
remove non-combatants, and if they carry literally into execution their 
threat Ave will present a moral spectacle that will benefit our cause 
with the enemy, our own people, and mankind. After such an example 
we would find none on the other side Avho would dream of reconstruct¬ 
ing the hated Union, and none on ours who would entertain the thought 
of yielding to power. The delay, however, may suggest means of de¬ 
struction that may enable our people, if true to themselves, to i^revent 
the ships ever getting out of the harbor. The holding of the city of 
Eichmond, it seems to me, is essential for the subsistence of our large 
armies in this part of the Confederacy. If cut off I don’t see how I 
could find bread for a week for the men even under my command, and, 
if that be so, what will be the consequence to the much more numerous 
armies drawing their suijplies from that center it pains me to refiect. 
Hence it seems to me that it is of the last importance to hold it to the 
last extremity, never to give it up unless our Peninsula army is over¬ 
come and forced to leave it within the enemy’s lines. Should this hap- 
l)en I will no doubt have timely instructions through the proper chan¬ 
nels as to what policy I shall pursue, and trust that the Government 
has been able to anticipate such an emergency in the collection of sup¬ 
plies at other points that will be within our reach. I don’t know what 
l)rogress was made at the river obstructions and batteries, but if they 
have been well ijlaced, and a good iron battery has been constructed, I 
believe the boats may be checked; and it seems to me the work of 
placing stone in the river should not cease as long as that line is 
threatened. It would be a difficult matter to remove them under the 
fire of our guns. I hope you Avill excuse my addressing you directly 
on such a subject. I have long regarded Eichmond as the most impor¬ 
tant point for us to hold, both in a military and political sense; not that 
ny pecuniary interest is located there. I can smile with indifference 
^hen they ap])ly the torch to all of it if our cause is to derive benefit 
com its sacrifice. But bread and materials of war we shall continue to 
rant, and the supply of these will be greatly curtailed by the fall of 
Richmond. It is our chosen seat of Government, too, and it will be 
sad to give our enemy the pleasure of driving the Government away. 
I have had three alarms and preparations for a fight which ended in 
nothing, and all now is quiet. I am in hopes, however, that General 
Ewell may determine to combine Avith my force, and I think we might 
lo something handsome. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH E. ANDEESON. 

[ll.J 


Hdqes. Battalion Washington Autillery, 

Bivouac One mile and a half from Bottom^ Bridge^ 

Moaj 15,1862—1^ m. 


MaJ. Thomas G. Ehett, 

Assistant Adjtitant-General: 


Major : Arrived at this point I encountered General Pendleton with 
his batteries, ordered back by General Smith, who advised me to halt 
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here, wliicli I have done, awaiting General Johnston^s orders. I have 
with me three batteries of my battalion and Chapman’s (Bixie) battery 
attached. The batteries are composed: Squires’, two 3-inch rifles, two 
6-pounder guns; Miller’s, two 12-pounder guns, two 24-pounder how¬ 
itzers; Bshleman’s, two 6-pounder guns, two 12-pounder howitzers; 
Chairman’s, four 6-pounder guns. 

Yery respecttully, 

J. B. WALTOIN, 

[11.] Colonel of Artillery^ Commanding, 


Headquarters, 

May 15^ 1862, 

Maj. J.*B. Walton: 

Major: General Johnston directs that you encamp some three or 
four miles beyond the bridge and there await further orders. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. P. MASONT, 

fll.J Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) 
No. 113. ] 


Abjt. and Insp. Genekad’s Oppioe, 

Richmond; May 17,1863. 
* # * # * 


YI. Capt. J. E. Martin’s company, Pourth Eegiment Tennessee Yol- 
unteers, is detached from said regiment and assi^ed to duty with the 
Second Battalion Mississippi Yolunteers, and will report accordingly 
to General Joseph E, Johnston, commanding Department of Northern 
Yirginia, in the Peninsula, Yirginia. 

*#*###* 

XIII. The following companies Yirginia heavy artillery, viz, Capts. 
R. C. Jones’, J. H. Campbell’s, W. J. Dabney’s, William N. Patteson’s, 
H. M. Price’s, E. P. Bowyer’s, and J. D. Pierce’s will constitute a bat¬ 
talion of heavy artillery, under the command of Lieut. Col. N. C. Harris, 
to serve either as artillery or infantry, as the exigencies of the service 
may require. 

##*#*** 

XYI. Capt. J. R. Bagby’s company Yirginia artillery is substituted 
for Captain Whittington’s company, in Colonel Goode’s regiment Vir¬ 
ginia heavy artillery, and will accordingly report to Col. J. T. Goode in 
this city. 

^ ^ # # # # * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 

[ 11 -] 


JIJO. WITHBES, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Department of Northern Yirginia, 

May 17 J 1862, 

General Wise: 

General: Your communication of yesterday’s date was received by 
me through your adjutant-general, and would have been replied to in 
the course of the day but for pressing engagements. The army is now 
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SO near Eicbmond, enabling you at a few minutes’ notice to take part 
in any active operations that [should] ensue, that j^robably [it] would 
be as well for you to remain in the city [for the] present and [equi^D] 
and organize [your command]. 

Hoping that you may speedily succeed in gettingyour brigade into a 
satisfactory condition of efficiency, I am, very respectfully, your obe¬ 
dient servant, 

J. E. JOHNSTOK, 

[11.] _ General. 


Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppige, 

2no. 114. 5 Uichmond, May 19j 18GJ2. 

•%*#-*** 

XIII. The following companies of Col. J. Thomas Goode’s Fourth 
Eegiment Virginia Artillery, viz, Oapts. J. E. Bagby’s, A. Jordan’s, 
0. C. Otey’s, now serving with Colonel Crump’s regiment, Capts. L. A. 
Sale’s, W. V. Jordan’s, now stationed at Drewry’s Bluffi, will imme¬ 
diately report for duty with their regiment in this city. The captains 
of the said regiment are authorized to receive into their respective 
companies the men who were enlisted by Captain Gregory, of Halifax. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHBES, 

[11.] A8sista7it AdjzitajiPGeneral. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Ofpiob, 

No. 115. ) Richnmidj May ^(9, 1862. 

TV. Capt. S. H. White’s company North Carolina artillery is trans¬ 
ferred to the infantrjT- arm of the service, and will proceed at once to 
Petersburg, Va,, and report to Major-General Huger, commanding, &c., 
for duty as a part of the Thirty-second Eegiment North Carolina 
Volunteers. 

* # # ^ # 

XXII. Capt. W. W. Parker’s company Virginia light artillery, with 
its battery, will without delay report for duty to General Joseph E. 
Johnston, commanding Department of Northern Virginia. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHBES, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General T. J. Jackson: 


May 20,1862. 


Dear General : I inclose a dispatch from my aide, Captain Brown, 
whom I sent to Gordonsville. General Branch is crossing the gap eu 
route for this point. I have given no orders in the premises. 
Eespectfully, 

E. S. EWELL. 


[Indorsement.] 


About Seven Miles South oe New Mabket, 

May 30,1862—4 p. m. 

Genbeal: Let the troops come on. I-wish theywere at New Market. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

112.J T. J. JACKSON, 
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Headquarters Valley District, 

May 1862. 

Malor-General Ewell: 

General: Major-General Jackson directs me to express Ms regret 
that the placing of his tents so far to the rear has deprived him of an 
interview with you this evening. He desires that all your brigades 
shall move to-morrow morning at dawn promptly, except the foremost. 
That will not move till the brigade next it has closed up to it. All the 
troops will have three days’ rations ready cooked, two in their haver¬ 
sacks and one in wagons. To carry this three days’ cooked ration one 
wagon should be detailed for each regiment. The ambulances and 
ammunition wagons will follow each regiment. The wagons with the 
cooked rations will move in the rear of all the troops. The remaining 
baggage train will be left in camp under the charge of the chief quar¬ 
termaster. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. L. DABNEY. 

I suppose the wagons stop at or near my headquarters, ten miles from 
Eront Boyal. My ammunition train is near General Taylor. Send it on. 

E. S. EWELL, 

[12. ] _ ^fajor- General. 


Headquarters Department op Northern Yiroinia, 

May 23^ 1862. 

General Lee: 

General : I have just received your Special Orders, No. 20. Gen¬ 
eral Branch is not at Hanover Junction. Permit me to suggest, there¬ 
fore, that if Captain Latham were put at my disposal he could be 
directed to this point, at which, doubtless, you wish him to serve. 

Most respectfully, &c., 

’ J. E. JOHNSTON. 

[ 11 -] _ 


Hdqrs. Troops near Jackson and Weldon, N. G., 

May 23,1862. 


1 General S. Cooper, 

( Adjutant'General C. B. Army^ Richmond, Ya.: 

\ General : I herewith have the honor to inclose a copy of a report 
to Major-General Holmes, commanding Department of North Carolina, 
^ showing the necessity of an additional force at this point, particularly 
I of cavalry. Under the circumstances I have deemed it to the interest 
of the service to forward this directly, without waiting for it to go to 
General Holmes. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ® ’ JUNIUS DANIEL, 

Colonel Forty-fifth North Carolina Troops, Commanding. 


[First indorsement.] 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 

May 26,1862. 

Respectfully referred to General R. E. Lee, commanding, &c. 

Bi. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


36 R R—VOL LI, PT II 
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[Second indorsement.] 

Eespectfully retairned. 

General Holmes lias been told to send cavalry if needed. 

E. E. LEEy 

Q-eneral. 


[Inelosnre.] 


HEADQUAnTBRS TrOOPS NEAR WELDON AND JACKSON, 

Weldon^ ¥, ( 7 ., May 18fi2. 

Mai. A. Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutant-Gefieral^ Department of N'orth Carolina: 

Major: I wisb respectfully to state that I arrived liere last evening 
with six companies of my regiment, having left four companies at Hali¬ 
fax to watcli the riA-er below tliat point and to guard the railroad bridge 
over Quankey Creek, distant from the river not more than three-quar¬ 
ters of a mile. Colonel H arrison’s Louisiana regiment has been relieved 
and has moved in obedience to instructions received from Major-General 
Huger. Colonel Clarke’s regiment, Twenty-fourth Korth Carolina 
Troops, and the battery, consisting of four pieces of artillery, now 
occupy a i)oint on the river at Bridgets Ferry, nine miles below Halifax 
and about the same distance from the nearest point of the railroad. 
From all that I can learn without a personal examination this position 
is a good one. The obstructions ordered by the major-general com¬ 
manding to be placed in the river, begun and i)artly completed at 
a point nine miles below .Hamilton by a Mr. Yarrell, have been swept 
<».wn.y bv the late rise in the river, leaving the river perfectly open 
\ ^. ense to the passage of the enemy’s gun-boats. I have 

... bspatch stating that a force of the enemy had estab- 

< *. ’quarters at Plymouth. Tlie disi)atch is dated Albe- 

' i , y 20, and does not state the strength of the enemy. 
Agreeably to the orders of the major-general commanding the cavalry 
has been ordered to join its regiment. This leaves the whole of the 
valley of Eoanokc and the line of the Eoanoke and Seaboard road 
without any cavalry force whatever, and with only two regiments of 
infixntry and four pieces of artillery for its protection. This force is, I 
think, entirely inadequate to its defense, and I most earnestly recom¬ 
mend that at least live companies of cavalry, a regiment of infantry, 
and a battery of artillery be ordered here as soon as possible. The 
cavalry force is, I think, absolutely indispensable. There is a large 
amount of cotton and bacon on that part of the line of Eoanoke atid 
Seaboard road yet unoccupied by the enemy which, with the protection 
that might bo afforded by two or three companies of cavalry, could be 
brought to a place of safety. There is also a large amount of corn, 
cotton, and bacon on tlie river similarly situated. In addition to this, 
small parties of the enemy could leave their boats at some unguarded 
point on the river near tlie railway, reach and destroy it before any 
intimation could be had of their advance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JUNIUS DANIEL, 

[9.] Colonel^ Commanding. 


Middletown, May 24^ 1862—i p. ni. 

[General E. S. Ewell :] 

General: The enemy has retreated en masse toward Winchester. 
Major-General Jackson requests that you will move on Winchester with 
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all the force you have left as promptly as possible. He will follow in 
force on the enemy’s rear. Please report hourly jmur advance and cir¬ 
cumstances. Hot skirmish just concluded here, with many horses and 
prisoners taken from enemy’s rear guard. Acknowledge receipt of this. 
Eespectfully, &c., 

R L. DABNEY, 

[12.J Assistant Adjiitant-Oeneral, 


May 24, 1S62. 

Ma-jor-Heneral Ewell: 

General : Major-General Jackson, on receipt of the two letters from 
General Steuart, desires that the cavalry and infantry supports he desires 
be sent him. To this end he requests that you will cause the cavalry 
to turn over their prisoners to such infantry corps avS you judge con¬ 
venient. In re-enforcing he desires that you will send forward all the 
cavalry that can be gotten; that your infantry be prepared to march 
at once, of which x)reparatioii please make rei)ort as soon as it is practi¬ 
cable. But the general commanding does not wish any infantry to 
actually move till further orders from him. Please instruct General 
Steuart to use his own discretion as to advancing, but if he advances 
toward Winchester to picket well on his left, and guard against a heavy 
force of the enemy on that quarter. 

Eesi)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

1 , E. L. DABKEY, 

Assistant Adjuta7it- General, 


[First indorsement.] 

Captain Brown goes to E|ront] E[oyal] to attend to the prisoners and 
cavalry part of above. Colonel Scott will furnish the guard for the 

E. S. EWELL, 

Major-General, 

[Second indorsement.] 

The Second Brigade having been assigned to my command, Colonel 
Scott will furnish the guard required by General Ewell. 

A, ELZEY, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GenebJlL Orders, 
Ifo. 53 


) Headquarters Vaeley District, 

\ May 36,1862. 

Within four weeks this army has made long and rapid marches, 
fought six combats and two battles, signally defeating the enemy in 
each one, captured several staud of colors and pieces of artillery, with 
numerous prisoners aud vast medical, ordnance, and army stores, and 
liuallv driven the boastful host which was ravaging our beautiful 
country into utter rout. The general commanding would warmly 
express to the officers and men under his command his joy in their 
achievements aud his thanks for their brilliant gallantry m action, and 
their patient obedience under the hardships of forced marches, often 
more painful to the brave soldier than the dangers of battle. Ihe 
explanation of the severe exertions to which the commanding general 
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called the army, which were endured by them with such cheerful con¬ 
fidence in him, is now given in the victory of yesterday. He receivevS 
this proof of their confidence in the past with pride and gratitude, and 
asks only a similar confidence in the future. But his chief duty to day 
and that of the army is to recognize devoutly the hand of a protecting 
Providence in the brilliant successes of the last three days, which have 
given us the results of a great victory without great losses, and to make 
the oblation of our thanks to God for His mercies to us and our coun¬ 
try in heartfelt acts of religious worship. For this purpose the troops 
will remain in camp to-day, suspending as [far as] practicable all mili¬ 
tary exercises, and the chaplains of regiments will hold divine service 
in their several charges at 4 p. ni. to-day. 

By order of Major-General Jackson: 

E. L. HABISTEY, 

[ 12.J Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Oebers, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 121. ( Biclimond, Fc-., Maij ^7^ 1862. 

* )t- * HP * * * 

X. Oapt. A. D. Armistead’s company Virginia light artillery, with 
its battery, will without delay report to General Josei)h E. Johnston, 
commanding, <S:c., for duty with Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise. 

# Hi » * # -H » 


By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[ 11.1 Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Sin^ioiAL Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 122. ) Eiefmond^ May 28^ 1862. 

##***•*•» 

XVII. Oapt. J. E. Robertson’s company Virginia heavy artillery is 
assigned to duty with the Ninth Regiment Virginia Volunteers in place 
of Captain Uupp’s company (A) of said regiment, which is hei'eby de¬ 
tached, and will report for duty as light artillery to General Joseph E. 
Johnston, commanding, &c. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[ 1 l.j A ssistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 123. 3 Richmond^ May 29^ 1862. 

m ^ ^ ^ * m 

XVI. Capt. John J. Tillar’s company (the Greenville Guards) Vir¬ 
ginia Volunteers will be attached to and form part of Major White’s 
battalion Virginia Volunteers, but will remain on duty in Richmond, 
Va., Tintil further orders. 

^ m m * ^ m 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

1II. I Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Diyision, First Corps, 

SO. I si^ 1S6Z 

Ool. Austin Smith, of Virginia, is announced to this command as an 
aide-de camp to the brigadier-general commanding. He will be obeyed 
and respected accordingly. 

By command of Brigadier-General Whiting: 

JAMES H. HILL, 

[^^‘J Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Battalion 
Captain Squires: 


Washing-ton Artillery, 

Jtme i, 1862. 


Captain: You will proceed at once with your battery (two 3-incli 
rifles and two G-pounders) to the Old Tavern on the Hew Bridge road 
and report at Mrs. Price’s to Colonel Griffin, of General Griffith’s bri¬ 
gade, to reach that point by daylight, so as to be ready then to open 
lire. 

Yours, &c., J. B. WALTOH. 

[ 11 .] 


Executive Office, June 2^ 1862. 

To the Army of Eichmond : 

I render to you my grateful acknowledgments for the gallantry and 
good conduct you displayed in the battles of the 31st of May and 1st 
instant, and with pride and pleasure recognize the steadiness and 
intrepidity with which you attacked the enem 5 ^ in position, captured his 
advanced intrenchments, several batteries of artillery, and many stand¬ 
ards, and everywhere drove him from the open field. At a part of your 
operations it was my fortune to be present. On no other occasion have 
I witnessed more of calmness and good order than you exhibited while 
advancing into the very jaws of death, and nothing could exceed the 
prowess with which you closed upon the enemy when a sheet of fire 
was blazing in your faces. In the renewed struggle in which you are 
oil the eve of engaging I ask, and can desire, but a continuance of the 
same conduct which now attracts the admiration and pride of the loved 
ones you have left at home. You are fighting for all that is dearest to 
men; and, though opposed to a foe who disregards many of the usages 
of civilized war, your humanity to the wounded and the prisoners was 
the fit and crowning glory to your valor. Defenders of a just cause, 
may God have you in His holy keeping! 

JEFFEESOH DAVIS. 

The general will cause the above to be read to the troops under his 
command. 

[ 11 .] _ 

Special Obdees, ) Abjt. and Insp. Genebal’s Office, 

Jso. 127. 5 Bichmond, June 3,1862. 

VI. Ool. G. 0. Gibbs, at Salisbury, U. 0., will move to Eichmond 
with one-half of his regiment with the least practicable delay, leaving 
the other half until relieved by Captain Godwin’s command, when the 
other half will also repair to Richmond. 

******* 



566 


MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. LXm. 


XXI. All artillery companies unattaclied to brigades, divisions, or 
army corps, or not assigned to duty in the redoubts about Richmond or 
Manchester, will make their requisitions through Lieut. Ool. J. C. Shields, 
commanding the Camp ot‘ Instruction, and make their morning reports 
to him. The cavalry and infantry companies situated in like manner 
will make their requisitions through the chief of General Winder’s staff 
and send their morning reports to him. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[0 and 11.] Afisistmit JLdjutanPGeneral. 


lilOHMOND, Va., June .5, 1862. 

General T. II. TTolhes, or 

OoMMANDINO OPEK^ER, OOEDSBOROTTaH, X. G.: 

Have you any information of Burnside ? 

JEFFBRSOX HAVIS. 
[9.] 


GE]srE^^AL Orders, ^ Hbqrs. First Division, Pik^^t Corps, 

ISio. 70. s June 8, 1862, 

By authority of General Lee, commanding the at'my, Hrigadier- 
General Archer is assigned to the command of the Tennessee Brigade, 
and will enter at once upon his duties. 

By command of Brigadier-General Whiting: 

JAMES n. HILL, 

[11.] Ma/}or and Andstant uidJntmitJJe^ieral, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Division, Corps, 

Xo. 71. ) June .7, 1862, 

By authority of General Lee, commanding the army, Brigadier- 
General Pender is assigned to the command of (General Pettigrew’s 
brigade, and will at once enter upon his duties. 

By command of Brigadier-General Whiting: 

JAMES 11. HILL, 

[11.] Major and Afiddant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, i Adjt. and Insp. Genrrar’s OruuoE, 

Xo. liiO. i liiaJmiond^ June .7, 1862, 

^ # JUf ^ 

XXVIII. Captain Goociwyn’s company (I), Twelfth Regiment ViL 
ginia Volunteers, will be detached fi*om said regiment, and Captain 
Jones’ company Virginia Volunteers will be substituted in its stead. 
Captain Goodwyn’s com])any will report for duty to CoL Thomas 8. 
Rhett, commanding the batteries, &c., Richmoud. 

« « « * « * « 

By command of the Secretary of Wai-: 

mo. WITITEBS, ■ 

111.1 Assistant A.djut<mt-Q&neral. 
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Eiohmonb, June 5, 186^. 

Oapt. A. 0. Godwin, 

Salisbury, A. 0.; 

The writ of habeas corpus is suspended in the city of Salisbury, E'. 0., 
and for one mile in the surrounding country. You will deliver no pris¬ 
oner to the civil authorities. 

S. OOOPEE, 

[9.] Adjutant and Inspector General, 


i 


I 

i 


Drewry’s Bluff, June 6,1862, 

Jefferson Davis, 

President, Eiehmond, Va.: 

Your telegram just received.* The enemy^s vessels are reported to 
be not nearer than fifteen miles of this place. I have a line of vedettes 
and small cavalry posts down to a mile and a half of the mouth of the 
Appomattox, and a regiment armed partly with Enfield rifles along 
the banks six miles below here. The obstructions are not thought ip 
be seriously injured, although the depth of water flowing over them is 
much increased. The bridge of boats for the time is broken up, result¬ 
ing from dragging the anchors of the boats. The boats can be replaced 
and the'] bridge re-established in a short time when the water has 
subsided. 


[11.J 


J. G. WALKED, 
Brigadier- General, 


SCOTTSVILLE, June 6, 1862, 

Hoxi. G. W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of War, Confederate States of Aonerica: 

Sir : The river began rising here yesterday morning, and by 8 o’clock 
to-day the whole country was inundated, having been the largest freshet 
since 1847. The packet-boats due here from Richmond and Lynchburg 
have neither of them arrived, and I cannot therefore be apprised of the 
damage that has been done the canal. If the condition of the canal 
will permit it, I respectfully suggest the propriety of removing the boat 
to or near Lynchburg. From that point the goods might be trans¬ 
ported by rail; or, if nothing further happen to the canal it will make 
but a few hours difference in time, which can be readily made up by 
the diflerence in the transmission of intelligence. I very much tear 
that we may have a still greater overflow. It continues to ram, with 
very little abatement in the flood. Please inform me by telegraph or 
otherwise your views upon the subject. I send a copy of this letter via 
Charlottesville, not knowing when the regular mail may pass through 

^ 4 . 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, GrOKEE, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 

[Indorsement.] 

ADJUTANT-G-ENBRAI.: , V -u 14 . 

If the boat can get to Lynchburg the boxes bad better be brought 

back by railroad. 

_____ 

* Davia to Walker, June 6, Vol. XI, Fart III, p. 579, 
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State op Nokth OAROLiisfA, Executive Department, 

Raleighj June 6^ 1862. 

Maj. Gen. T. H. Holmes: 

General : I have been reliably informed that there is a consider¬ 
able quantity of cotton in the county of Hertford, which maybe seized 
by the enemy at any time. If it has not already come to the eueiuy^s 
knowledge that this cotton is within their reach, such information will 
no doubt be conveyed to them, which will tempt them to invade the 
county where it is, and it may then be too late to edectually destroy 
it. In the town of Murfreesborough and vicinity I am informed there 
are several hundred bales. In the town of Winton and vicinity I am 
informed there are probably as many as 300 or 400 bales, probably more 
than that number. At a little village called Harrellsville I am also 
informed that there are as many as 700 bales of cotton, though it is 
said to be hid about in the woods and swamps. There may be also 
some cotton in or near Oolerain, Bertie County, but I am not informed 
that there is. Murfreesborough is twelve miles from Winton by land, 
and about eighteen or twenty miles by water. It is situated on the 
Meherrin, whi<*-h einjities in the Chowan about half a mile this side of 
Winton. This river is from twenty to twenty-live feet deep from its 
mouth up to the town of Murfreesborough. Winton is immediately on 
the Chowan, and the cotton there is likely to be seized at any time. 
Harrellsville is just twelve miles from Winton by land, and about the 
same distance by water, though not immediately on the Chowan. It is 
about two miles and a half from the river. Colerain is about twenty 
miles from Harrellsville and immediately on the Chowan. 1 acquaint 
you of these facts so that you may take sucli steps as will best serve 
to prevent it from falling into the enemy^s hands. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

HBNKY T. CLAKK. 


[Pirat ixwlorsunient.] 

HBAiniUAllTERS DEPARTMENT OP KORTH CAROLINA, 

GoMsborough ^ Jmio 6‘, iS62 , 

Eespectfully referred to Colonel Daniel, who will take immediate 
measures to have the cotton destroyed, using citizens or soldiers at 
his discretion, 

T. n. HOLMES, 

M(V)orJ}emnil, 

[Second indorHcmont.] 

Hdqes. Third Biiig-ade, Dept, op North Carolina, 

Garyshurg , JV. C., June H , ] M2 . 

Captain Cowles, commanding company First Cavalry, will take 
immediate steps to have this cotton destroyed, if it has not boon already 
burned, agreeably to order previously received from those headquar¬ 
ters. Also, if practicable, a lot of cotton which I am infoi'iued is at a 
place called Eiddicksville. 

JUNIUS DAN IF 4 

[9.J Oohnd , Oonmandiny , 


Special Orders, 
No. i;{2. 

# # 


Abjt. and Insp. General’s Oppioe, 

Richmond^ June 0^ 1862. 

# # # # )» 


VIII. Oapt. G. A. Martin’s independent artillery company (Saint 
Brides Artillery), now serving with the Fourteenth Kegiment Virginia 
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Volunteers, will report for duty to Ool. T. S. Ehett, commanding the 
batteries, &c., Richmond. 

=*'****## 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Banks of the EappahannooKj 

Essex County, June 9,1862, 

Yesterday twenty-three steamers and sail vessels in tow passed up 
the river. To-day one, a very large steamer, the S. America, returned, 
crowded with men, I should judge from 1,000 to 1,200. Others will 
probably pass down in the course of the evening. They are no doubt 
a part of the army of McDowell, at Predericksburg, destined to re-en¬ 
force McClellan at Eichmond. It may be of value to our Government 
to be advised of these facts. 

G. W. LEWIS. 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 

June Id, 1062. 

This copy of a memorandum is respectfully submitted to His Excel¬ 
lency the President by direction of General S. Cooper, with the remark 
that it was handed in by the Hon. E. M. T. Hunter, who vouches for 
the reliability of the writer. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN WITHEES, 

[11,] Assistayit Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters EiaHT Winu, 

June 9, 1862. 

' Brigadier-General Blanchard, 

Commanding, &c.: 

General : I am instructed by Major-General Longstreet to call your 
attention to the importance of interrupting, as far as practicable, the 
enemy’s working parties. Whenever they are heard or discovered, 
they should be at once driven away. They will, however, in most cases 
be covered by parties of infantry, and the movement of your parties 
should be made with this knowledge and with corresponding care. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eichmond, June 10 , 1662 . 

Governor Shorter, 

Montgomery, Ala.: 

The Secretary is advised by Governor Letcher that you have twenty- 
two unarmed companies which you can send to General Jackson if they 
can be armed here. The Secretary desires you wiU send them by rail¬ 
road to this city, where they will be armed. 

S. COOPEE, 

[11.] Adjutant and Inspector General^ 
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Special Oebers, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppioe, 

No. 134. j Richmond, June 11,1862. 

VIII. Captain Eells’ company (the Shields Dragoons) Virginia Vol¬ 
unteers is hereby attached to the battalion of cavalry under Lieut. 
Col. H. Clay Pate. The said battalion will report to General Eobert 
E. Lee, commanding, &c. 

* ^ * # * # # 

XIV. Capt. W. H. Duke^s company Texas (artillery) Volunteers will 
be immediately disbanded and the men composing it transferred to 
such Texas companies of Brigadier-General Hood^s brigade as they 
may select. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant’General. 


General Oiidei^s, ) Headquarters Ewell’s Division, 

Xo. 30. 3 June 12^ 1862. 

In commemoration of the gallant conduct of the First Maryland 
Eegiment on the (3th of June, instant, when, led by Ool. Bradley T. 
Johnson, they drove back with loss the Pennsylvania Bucktail Eifles 
in the engagement near Harrisonburg, Eockingham County, Va., 
authority is given to have one of the captured bucktails (the insignia 
of the Federal regiment) appended to the color staft* of the First 
Maryland Eegiment. 

By order of Major-General Ewell: 

JAMBS BAETOX, 

[12.j Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Opeice, 

liichmond^ June 16\ 1862. 

The Surueon-General: 

It has been represented to the President that there are at the hos¬ 
pitals at Huguenot Sinkings, Danville, Lynchburg, and Farmville many 
soldiers still in those hospitals who are sufficiently recovered from dis¬ 
ease to perform duty with their regiments in the field. He desires 
that one or more medical officers of character and skill be sent to inspect 
at these hospitals with instructions to critically examine the patients 
and remand to their respective companies such of the soldiers as may 
be found capable of performing duty. A non-commissioned officer will 
be sent to each of the hospitals to take charge of the men so reported 
for duty, who will be furnished with a list of the names of the men 
and the company and regiment to which they belong. The same rule 
to be observed in respect to the hospitals in this city. 

A^ery respectfully, &c., 

S. (3()OPEE, 

[ll.j Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Headquarters Eiott Wing, 

June 18 j 1862. 

Brigadier-General Blanchard, 

Commanding^ 

General: General Longstreet wishes you to set fire to the felled 
timber in front of you, if the wind is in such a dmection and sufficiently 
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strong to annoy the enemy by blowing over to them the heat and smoke. 
Should you do this, fire the timber all around, and make it thorough, 

I am, general, very respectfully, &c., 

G. M. SOEREL. 

[ 11 .] 


Hdqrs. Twenty-sixth NTorth Carolina Troops, 

Kinston^ 6'., June 15^ 186^. 

Hon. Georoe W. Randolph, 

Secretary of War: 

(Through Brigadier-General Martin, commanding First Brigade,) 
Sir : Pardon me for troubling you once more and for the last time 
about the troops 1 have been endeavoring to raise. Several companies 
are now in camp, and others are drilling at home, and some have been 
taken from me, and put into another regiment. I learn that both Gen¬ 
eral Holmes and the State authorities have advised the War Depart¬ 
ment to disband my troops on the ground that when our present 
regiments are filled to the maximum, North Carolina will have more 
than her quota in the field, and I find it impossible to raise and organize 
troops with both State and Confederate authorities against me, and 
have therefore quit trying to get my companies together. I hope that 
you will issue an order in the matter at once, that I may know what to 
do with those in camp. Supposing of course that General Holmes and 
Governor Clarkes advice will be followed, I have been waiting some ten 
days for your orders. 

Very respectfully, 

Z. B. VANCE, 

Colonel Twenty-sixth Uorth Carolina Troops, 


[First indoTsement.] 

Hdqrs. First Brigade, Armv of the Pamlico, 

^ Camp Johnson^ near Kinston^ June 17^ 1862. 

Bespectfully forwarded. 

J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier- General. 

[Second indorsement.] 


Headquarters Department op North Carolina, 

June 17^ 1862. 

Respectfully forwarded with the remark that no obstacle has been 
interposed by me to Colonel Vance raising his legion. 

TH. H, holmes, 
Major-General^ Coonmanding. 


[Third indorBeraent.] 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Ofpice, 

Jtily 1862. 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Fourtli indorsement.] 

Inform Mm that no advice has been received ftom Governor Clark and 
that the Department is not informed of any obstacle interposed by Gen¬ 
eral Holmes, but considering the attempt as abandoned order all ready 
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received. Order General Holmes to disband such comi)aiiies as cannot 
be made efficient by discharging all not liable to conscription and by 
transferring the conscripts to the old regiments. Such companies as 
promise well he may attach to regiments needing companies to complete 
them or may organize a battalion. 

[9.J G. W. B. 


Headquarters Division, 

June 10,1862, 

General Wise: 

General: Captain Martyn has been assigned to your command. 
The Fifty-sixth Yirginia has not yet reported at my camp. My loss on 
the 31st May was 2,936, and more than that number are sick or absent 
without leave. I am very anxious to fill up the chasm and hope that 
the Fiity-sixth will report soon. The Yankees are working like beavers 
at their heavy batteries, and expect to hammer us out with their heavy 
artillery. We all feel great solicitude about your position. I hope that 
you have rifle-pits and abatis and every contrivance to guard the key 
to Bichmond. 

Very truly, yours, 

D. H. HILL, 

[11,] Major- General, 


Hdqrs. BAa'TLN. Washing-ton Arty, oe ITew Orleans, 

June to, 1802. 

Ool. B. H. Chilton, 

Amnlant Adjutant- General: 

Colonel: On the 25 th of April last at Lee’s farm, on the Peninsula, 
the general commanding directed General Pendleton, chief of artillery, 
‘‘to detail from my command Captain Bosser with his battery for duty 
temi)orarily Avith General Toombs’ brigade.” This company, the second 
company of this battalion, has since that date been constantly on duty 
with that brigade, for the greater part of the time on outpost. Appli¬ 
cation, based upon the unusually long detached service, was made 
some time since to have this company relieved, and on the 11th of this 
month only were they permitted to return to camp, and then only 
under the direction of the following recited order: 

SVKCIAI. OltDKUS, ) llBADQUAimmS NORTHKEN VllKUNIA AllMY, 

No. —. \ Thomas House, Juno TJ, 180^, 

Captain Rentier’s "battery will proceed to its encampment for repairs and rest. 
WlKiii the repairs are completed, he will rejoin his brigade, reporting to General 
Toombs and tliese head<piarters. 

By order of Colonel Calbell: 

RICITARI) M. VENABLE, 

AdjntauU 

The Battalion of Washington Artillery, an organized battalion in 
New Orleans before the war, was tendered to the Confederate States 
for the war under its then organization, and was mustered directly into 
the service as a battalion. Upon the arrival of this command at Bicli- 
mond in June, 1801,1 was directed by General Lee to report with my 
battalion to the general commanding the Army of the Potomac (Gen¬ 
eral Beauregard), to whom I continued to report and from whom I 
received all orders until General Johnston assumed command of the 
Army of Northern Virginia, when I reported to him and from him 
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received my orders. For the convenience of the march, on falling back 
Irom Manassas, I was directed to report temporarily to Greneral Long- 
street, to whom I continued to report until the army fell back from the 
Peninsula. Since that period I have received no orders from any head¬ 
quarters except occasionally an order through Brigadier-General Pen¬ 
dleton, chief of artillery, assigning a battery to outpost or special duty. 
I i*espectfully submit that after the service which has been rendered by 
this battalion, and for the maintenance of its organization as it came 
into the field, through which only can its efficiency be maintained, I 
should be permitted to continue to report and to receive my orders as 
heretofore, and I most respectfully request that it may be hereafter 
established and understood that the batteries of this battalion are not 
to be detached for any other than temporary service with any'brigade. 
I cannot under my organization and the conditions of my enlistment 
consent to the dismemberment of this battalion by admitting that any 
company of it belongs to any brigade or may be taken from my com¬ 
mand. Were this admitted, the result would necessarily be, for the 
partiality which exists for my batteries, that the batteries would be 
dissolved and I deprived of my command. 

^ Eespectfully requesting that you will present this subject to the con¬ 
sideration of General Lee for such action in the i)remises as he may 
deem just and best, I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

J. B. WALTOhT, 

Colonel of Artillery^ Commanding. 

P. S.—If General Lee deems it advisable, I will be well satisfied if 
ordered to continue to report to General Longstreet, who, I am sure, 
knowing the battalion well, will consider the best interests of the service 
in considering those of the battalion. 

J. B. W. 

[11.J 


Special Orders, | Adjt. and Insp. Genbral^s Office, 

!N’o. 139. i EicJmiondj June 17^ 1862, 

X. Captain Swann’s company (K), Fifty-ninth Eegiment Virginia 
Volunteers, is detached from said regiment and will report to Maj. Gen. 
VV. W. Loring, commanding Department of Southwestern Virginia, for 
duty with Capt. George M. Edgar’s battalion Virginia Volunteers. 
*•*>*«?# 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEBS, 

[10.1 Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Eicht Winc, 

June 17^ 1862, 

Brig. Gen. E. H. Anderson, 

Commanding^ <&c.: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you move 
your brigade to the advance to relieve General Eipley’s command now 
serving there. General Kemper’s brigade will move down in con¬ 
junction with yours for that purpose, and the two brigades (First and 
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Second) -will take position behind General Blanchard, who is directed 
to do the picketing from his own and General Armistead^s brigade. 

Very respectfuliy, yonr most obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEREL, 

[11.j Assistant Adjutant-General, . 


June 17,1862. i 

General H. A. Wise: 

General: I send you copy of instructions from General Lee for 
your guidance. They are vague enough. The guarding of the obstruc¬ 
tions is the great thing to be done. The watching of the roads can be 
done by cavalry, with small infantry supports. I cannot leave here or 
I would go down and see the wants of the i^osition and try to have 
them supplied. No directions of course are needed. The duty there 
is plain. It is simply to prevent the Yankees from gaining the ^‘Gate” 
to Richmond. 

Yours, truly, D. H. HILL, 

[11.] Major-General, 


Headquarters, 

June 17, 1862, 

General D. H. Hill, 

Commanding Division: 

General: Please give such orders as may be necessary to put 
General Wise in position to support and hold Chaffin’s Bluff battery if 
it should be attacked. He may be in such position now. If so, all 
that will be necessary will be to give him the order to render the neces¬ 
sary support at the proper time. 

1 remain, very resj)ectfully, 

J. LONGSTEEET, 

Major- General, Commanding, 

j [IndorseTnent.] 

General : I send you the order from General Longstreet, my imme¬ 
diate superior. I suppose that the road can be picketed by cavalry 
and a small force of infantry. The attack, as I take it, will be made 
directly on the batteries. 

Yours, truly, D, H. HILL, 

[11.] Major-General, , 


Headquarters Eioht Wino, 

June 17, 1862, 

Maj. Gen. B. Huoer, 

Commanding, <&g,: 

General : The Thirty-eighth and Eorty-ninth Regiments Virginia 
Volunteers being now, by transfer, and the Sixth Virginia, by assign¬ 
ment, attached to your division, I am directed to convey the desire of 
the major-general commanding that one of these regiments should be 
assigned to General Aimistead’s brigade (having now but three regi¬ 
ments), with the view of equalizing the different brigades. 

I have the honor to be, general, very resiiectfully, your most obedient 
servant, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headqe'Arters RiaHT Wino, 

June 17, lS(t^. 

Brigadier-General Blanchard, 

Co m m a n d imj Briga de: 

General: By direction of the major-general commanding, two bri¬ 
gades, Anderson’s and Kemper s, will move aown tliis morning to 
relieve General Ripley’s command, and will take position behind you. 
The general directs that you relieve the pickets from your own "and 
General Armistead’s brigades, and continne that service until otherwise 
directed. 

I am, general, verv respectfully, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[ 11.] Assistant A djuta nt- Genera L 


Headquarters Right Wing, 

June 17^ 1862. 


Brigadier-General Ripley, 

Co m m a n ding. Ac.: 


General: By direction of the major-general commanding, two 
brigades, Anderson’s and Kemper's, will move down this morning to 
relieve your command. These brigades have been directed to take 
position behind General Blanchard, who will do the picketing from his 
own and General Armistead’s brigades. 

Yery respectfully, &c., 

G. M. SORREL, 


[ 11 .] 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Artillery Corps, 

Ko. 1. 3 Camjg near Richmond, J%nie 17,18G2, 

The light artillery companies of Captains Rhett, Clark, and Peyton, 
now stationed at or near redoubts 2 and o, are hereby constituted into 
a battalion, to be commanded by Maj. H. P. Jones. This battalion will 
for the present act in reserve with General D. H. Hill’s division. Major 
Jones T^l issue the necessary orders requisite for embodying these 
batteries; he will also select the position for his encampment at a suit¬ 
able place in rear of General Hill’s headquarters, and remove his com¬ 
mand to the site selected some time this afternoon. Drilling at stated 
hours each day he will insist upon, and see that the batteries are ren¬ 
dered as efficient as possible, and supplies for men* and horses should 
be gotten from the commissary and quartermaster of the artillery 
reserve. Besides reporting to General Hill, this battalion will continue 
to report to these headquarters as not permanently detached and still 
constituting a portion of the reserve corps. 

By command of Brigadier-General Pendleton: 

D. D. PBNDLETOX, 

[11.] Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Right Wing, 

Ju7ie 18,1862. 

Brigadier-General Blanchard, 

Commanding, Ac.: 

General: Use your own judgment in firing the abatis. If the 
wind is strong enough and from the right direction, it ought to be fired 
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f it can be made to burn. The general commanding wishes you in tha^'t^ 
ivent to keei:) the troops near you advised of your design and at haiicl 
o move down to you if needed. If the contemplated firing should 
ound to interfere with the reconnaissance of the enemy’s movements 
ip the Chickahominy, it may be postponed, as the general commanding’ 
s desirous that their reported movement should be fully discovered. 

I am, general, very respectfully, &c., 

G. M. SOEltEL, 

[11. ] Assistant A dj utaoit- General. 


June 19,1862. 

lenerai H, A. Wise: 

General: General Lee agrees with me that the main body of jovljt 
brees ought to be at a point near enough to protect the batteries on 
he river, leaving the roads to be picketed by a small supporting fore^ 
►f infantry to the cavalry. The Yankee cavalry, whether by hundred s 
►r thousands, can be beaten by a handful of infantry. General Eain s 
las been sent down to add to the troubles of the gun-boats, and if tinio 
)e allowed him, they may ascjend, but not the river. Their direction s 
vill be perpendicular and not parallel to the noble James. I have n o 
loubt that you will make a successful defense of your position. Tlio 
roops on the central road are supposed to be in supporting distance 
hould the enemy land in force. 

With great respect, 

D. H. HILL, 

[ 11.] Major- General. 


Special Orders, ) Ad.tt. and Insp. General’s Ofpice, 

No. 142. ) Richmond, June J90, 1862. 

# # # -x- # # * 

X, Lieut. Col. James L. Corley is relieved from further duty in tlio 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, and will report for duty to 
general Eobert E. Lee, commanding, &c. 

# # # * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[11,] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Eight Wing, 

No. 28, ) J^^ne 20, 1862. 

Col. J. B. Walton, of the Battalion Washington Artillery, having 
reported for duty with his command, is announced as chief of artillery^. 
3e will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

By command of Major-General Longstreet: 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Circular.] Hdqrs. Bept. of Northern Virginia, 

Inspector-General’s Office, 

June 21, 1862. 

I. Outlying detachments under the names of quartermaster’s campst^ 
)r baggage camps, are prohibited. The only classes of camps that carx 
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be recognized are those of regiments or batteries of authorized trains 
or subsistence depots in the field, and of the field hospitals authorized 
in the circular from this office of June 19. Extra tents and baggage 
not with the troops must be turned over to the Quartermaster’s Depart¬ 
ment in Richmond by transfer or for storage. The baggage of the 
absent sick may be stored at the field hospitals, and some of the bell 
tents may be used for this purpose. Tents of that class are not whole¬ 
some at this season, admitting of no ventilation; they should be turned 
in and replaced by flies. The commanders of divisions will take meas¬ 
ures to put these orders into execution, and will endeavor, as far as 
other considerations permit, to have their trains and depots on con¬ 
venient roads in such manner as to avoid extra hauling, 

II. To prevent misconception, medical officers will be insti noted that 
they cannot sign a military pass unless in the extreme necessity of bat¬ 
tle, They are authorized to sign certificates of professional opinion 
only as a basis of military action by others, and in using the phrase¬ 
ology of a permit they commit an assumption of authority and a dis¬ 
obedience of General Orders, No. 17, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Office, November 7,1861. 

By command of General Lee: 

GEO. W. LAY, 

[11.] Insj^ector-General^ Department of Northern Virginia. 


Hdqrs. Artillery Oorps, Army of Northern Yiroinia, 

Near Biclmond^ June 186^. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Commanding : 

General: Our artillery service, in common with a good many other 
things, needs more system. For want of this I find myself perplexed 
and even distressed at the want of efficiency. With all diligence I can¬ 
not get such reports as are necessary to enable me to see what our 
strength really is and how it is api)lied, nor can I without such knowl¬ 
edge satisfy you on these points. Nothing is more certain than that I 
ought to have at all times and be ready to spread before you a bird’s- 
eye view of the artillery force, with its actual distribution and capacity 
for diflused or concentrated action. Toward supplying these desiderata, 
let me ask of you a general order on the subject. The sketch of such 
an order as seems to me most likely to be useful I take the liberty to 
append. Your experience, I hope, will suggest improvement. 

Yours, very truly, 

W. N. PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery. 


LInclosure.] 

Slceteh of general order appended to letter No. 2. 

Extensively diflused as is necessarily the artillery of this army, it 
becomes essential for its due efficiency that there should be in its 
administration rigid system. To this end— 

T, The chief of artillery in each division will have charge of all the 
batteries thereto attached, whether acting with brigade or held in 
reserve. A battery duly assigned to a brigade will, until properly 
relieved, report to and be controlled by the brigade commander. It 
37 R R—VOL LI, PT II 
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must also report to and be inspected by the division chief of artillery, 
as he may require. When a brigade battery needs relief it 'W’ill, when 
practicable, be made to change places with one of those belonging to 
the division reserve. Should this be impracticable, application, author¬ 
ized by the division commander, must be made to the army chief of 
artillery for temporary relief from the general reserve. 

II. The army chief of artillery will have general charge of that 
branch of the service and special direction of the general reserve. He 
will, under instructions from the commanding general, see that the bat¬ 
teries are kept in as efficient condition as practicable, and so distributed 
as to promise the best results. To this end he will require from the 
several division chiefs of artillery weekly returns exhibiting the condi¬ 
tion of each battery and where it is serving. He will also make to the 
commanding general a semi-monthly report of his entire charge. 

[ 11 .] 


Staunton, Ya., June J23,1863. 

Hon. G. W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of War: 

Dear Sir*. Under the authority conferred upon me on the 7th of 
May to raise a regiment of partisan rangers, I have four full compa¬ 
nies ready to be organized and mustere<l into service, and four more 
that will be ready in the course of ten days. In addition to these eight 
companies I have several others partially enlisted. Can I complete my 
regimental organization and take the field with these eight companies 
or must I have the full number of ten companies'? Three of my com¬ 
panies are now rendering important service in Pendleton and Eandolph 
Counties in breaking up Peirpoint’s militia musters and capturing noto¬ 
rious Union men. I deem it a matter of great importance to be able to 
cross the AUeghanies in July. I have daily intelligence from the 
region between here and Clarksburg. It is very encouraging. E^n- 
dreds of men will join me as soon as I can penetrate their country. The 
Federal troops have nearly all been withdrawn from the I^Torthwest, and 
the bogus State government is left to take care of itself. Peirpoint has 
issued a proclamation calling out his militia. Half the people will 
refuse to obey his call, and are represented as ready to join nie as soon 
as I can appear amongst them with arms to put in their hands. I am 
collecting all the country arms that I can, and repairing them here. 
Citizens of this county have placed $2,500 in cash in my hands for this 
purpose, but I will not be able thus to arm half of my men. Can the 
War Department furnish me now 500 rifles and ammuiiifron, and as 
many more in three or four weeks'? I have agents at work in the heart 
of the Northwest sending out to me small parties of two or three 
unarmed men at a time.. These people must be armed to be ot any 
value to us, I believe that with reasonable and comparatively small 
assistance from the Government I will be able in the course of ninety 
days, with the men I can raise in the mountains, to do much 
re-establishing our rightful authority in the Northwest. l am satisfiM 
we Sn domorefor our cause in that region through the it^frumenMity 
of the true men there (and there are thousands of them), if properly 
managed, than has been accomplished by more regular military <^er- 
ationst But to begin I must have money and arms. I shall go to Ben- 
dleton, Eandolph, Highland, Bath, and Pocahont^ this week to muster 
in several companies. On my return I will go to Eichmond m the hope 
that my organization will be so far advanced that you can see your 



Chap. LXin.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 


579 


way clear to give me the assistance in money and arms indispensable to 
enable me to take the field. My wants are small just now, but if I suc¬ 
ceed, as I have every reason to believe I shall, in getting 1,500 or 2,000 
men in my corps in a short time after I get fairly to work, I shall per- 
i haps need more assistance from time to time. Can you furnish me 500 
of the rifies captured by General Jackson and sent to Lynchburg? 
They are both Belgian and Austrian, either admirably adai^ted to our 
purposes, though the Belgian is preferable. I have addressed this 
directly to you, when perhaps it should have gone to some other officer 
in your Department. If so, please give it its proper destination, so that 
I may have an answer to my questions on my return from the West. 

, Yours, respectfully, 

J. D. IMBODEN, 
Colonel Partisan Rangers, 

ft 

[Indorsement.] 

May organize as a battalion and afterward increase to a regiment. 
When organized make requisition for arms, and if possible it will be 
filled. 

^ [12.J G. W. R. 


June 24, 1862—2.30 p. m. 

General H. A. Wise: 

General: I send you a dozen rockets which were brought from. 
General Lee with the order that I should request you to have three 
fired at half-past 10 to-night (10.30 p. m.), three more at 3 a. m. to-morrow 
morning, two at 10 p. m. to-morrow night, and two at 2.30 the next 
morning. The interval between sending up the rockets should be 
thirty seconds.” The point from which they are to be thrown up is to 
be left to your selection. General Lee attaches great importance to 
this matter, and that there be no difference of time, watch for the 
rockets on the Charles City road, which are to be sent up at the same 
hours. * 


With great respect, 


[ 11 .] 



D. H. HILL, 

Major- General, 


Special Orders, } Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

1^0, 146, ) Richmond^ June ^5, 1862, 

# # * * * ^ * 

II. The arrest of Brig. Gen. Kichard B. Garnett is hereby suspen(ted, 
and he 'will forthwith report to General Eobert E. Lee, commanding, 
for temporary duty with Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill. 

# # *. # * * * ■ 

VI. Maj. John J. Garnett, corps of artillery. Provisional Army, will 
report to General Eobert E. Lee, commanding, for duty with Brig. Gen. 
D. R. Jones. 

# ^ * # * . # ♦ 
XYII. The following companies will constitute the Fifth Regiment 
Virginia Cavalry: Captains Bells’, PannilPs, Boston’s, Hobson’s, Bul¬ 
lock’s, Mebane’s (Lieutenant-Colonel Pate’s present battalion), Captain 
Marks’ Prince George company, Captain Puller’s Gloucester company, 
Captain Blow’s Sussex company, Captain [AUen’s] James City company. 
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The following officers are assigned to duty with the said regiment and 
will report accordingly: OoL Thomas L. Eosser, Lieut. Ool. H, 0. Pate, 
Maj. B. B. Douglas. 

#####«# 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO. WITHEES, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Oeders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General^s Oefice, 

ISTo. 147. ) Eichmondj June 26^ 1862, 

XII. So much of paragraph XYIl, Special Orders, Xo. 146, current 
series, as assigns Captain Blow’s company (Sussex Cavalry) and Cap¬ 
tain Marks’ company (Prince George Cavalry) to the Fifth Eegiment 
Virginia Cavalry is hereby revoked, and these two companies, together 
with the following companies, will constitute a battalion of cavalry 
under Maj. B. W. Belsches; Captain Winfield’s Sussex Cavalry, Captain 
Mcllwaine’s Petersburg Cavalry, Captain Goodwyn’s Petersburg Cav¬ 
alry, Captain Faulcon’s Surry Cavalry, Captain Gillette’s Southampton 
Cavalry, Captain Savage’s Xansemond Cavalry. 

m * m ^ 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JOHX WITHEES, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-Generals 


Headquarters General Longstreet’s Corps, 

June 26j 1862, 

Ool. J. B. Walton, 

Commanding Washington Artillery: 

Colonel : The commanding general directs me to write you to move 
out until the head of your column reaches the Mechanicsville turnpike. 
I am, colonel, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

JXO. W. FAIEFAX, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant and Insjpector General, 


Wilmington, June 26^ 1862. 

Hon. G. W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of War: 

I have no Dahlgren guns. We have but eight columbiads in all the 
works on the coast and river. They are principally in casemate at 
Fort Fisher, from which it would be extremely hazardous to remove 
them. I beg you to let them remain there. 

S. G. FEEXCH. 
[9.] 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Xo. 148. ) Richmond^ June 27,1862, 

##*#### 

YIII. Captain Upshaw’s company Virginia cavalry is assigned to 
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duty with Major Belschcs^ battalion Virginia cavalry, and will report 
accordingly. 

* * * * # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO. WITHERS, 

[ll'J Assistant Adjiitant^Geneyal. 


PROCLAMATION OF THE GrOYERNOR OF VIRG-INIA. 

The General Assembly of Virginia, impelled by the sacred obligation 
to protect the citizens of this State from the usurpations and tyranny 
of the Government of the United States, having passed ^^An act to 
authorize a force of 10,000 men to be raised for the defense of the Com¬ 
monwealth,” it becomes my duty to endeavor to execute that act. And 
notwithstanding the heavy calls which have heretofore'been made, and 
which have been unflinchingly responded to by our people, yet I again 
confidently appeal to Virginians to give their hands and their hearts to 
this undertaking. The people of Virginia, by overwhelming majorities 
• of their convention and Legislature, have solemnly announced to the 
world the purpose of this Commonwealth under no conceivable circum¬ 
stances again to acknowledge allegiance to or unite the destinies of 
our people with those of the United States. Under these circum¬ 
stances it is their duty to put forth their power with whatever of energy 
may be at their command. A large portion of the western and north¬ 
western parts of the State has been in the occupancy of the enemy, 
and though there are as warm and as loyal hearts there as in any part 
of the Commonwealth, yft from this untoward circumstance they have 
been able hitherto to do but little. The new force now called for is 
intended chiefly for the defense of Western Virginia. Is it expecting 
too much to ask these valiant men to come forth and aid in raising this 
force for this great and laudable object? The General Assembly have 
appointed a Western man to command this force—a man identified with 
you in interest, by connection, by family ties, by a noble ancestry, by 
long-tried public service. They have evinced their confidence in his 
ability, in his zeal, in his patriotism, in his devotion to the great cause 
in which we are engaged by appointing him. Will you not rally to his 
standard and give him the force necessary to make the law effectual? 
Will not all Virginians aid in this noble purpose? If anything other 
than the love of country and obedience to the call of your mother Vir¬ 
ginia be wanting, it will be found in the execrable acts of the Lincoln 
Government. A recital of a few of these acts, which are undeniable, 
will suffice for justification in the eyes of the world. The course they 
pursued previous to the war was more than sufficient to justify our sep¬ 
aration from them, but their disgraceful violations of the Constitution 
and of plighted faith since the war, their utter perversions of truth, 
their reckless disregard of justice and of the rights of property, and 
their departure in numerous instances from the usages of civilized war¬ 
fare, the invasion of our homes, and the murder of our peaceful citizens 
renders a connection with them in future odious to our sense of honor 
and abhorrent to our feelings. It has produced an estrangement as 
enduring as if there was an impassable gulf between us. 

The Constitution, as they interpret it; the. contempt of its provis¬ 
ions, according to their own interpretation; the laws made in. con¬ 
formity with it, and those in direct conflict with its plainest provisions. 
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'^^hich are equally approved by them^ the raeii who have been the 
instruments to execute their power and vengeance, and the hirelings 
who have pillaged our land, desecrated our churches, liolluted our fair 
fields, sacked our towns, and insulted the innocent and helpless, render 
them alike detestable to us and disgraceful to humanity. They were 
bound by the Constitution to guarantee to us our rights and protect us 
against invasion. They have invaded us themselves with the avowed 
object to subjugate and overwhelm us, to confiscate our property, and 
banish us from our domain. They were required to give no preference 
by any regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports of one State 
over those of another. They have shut up all our ports and prohibited 
us from having intercourse with themselves or the nations of the earth, 
while they have left all of their own ports open to the commerce of the 
world. They have refused to permit us to obtain with our own means 
even the medicines necessary for our sick and wounded—articles never 
hitherto considered contraband by any civilized nation. They were 
prohibited from forming or erecting a new State within the jurisdiction 
of any other State. They have permitted an illegal Legislature, not 
acknowledged by the constitution or laws of this State, or by a major¬ 
ity of our people, to profess to establish a new State within the juris¬ 
diction of Virginia, acknowledging the acts of the Governor of that 
State, receiving its liepresentatives and Senators into the Congress of 
the United States without the color of law, justice, or right, and paying 
for their pretended services out of the public fisc. They have granted 
to this pretended Governor money which they have acknowledged to 
be due to the State of Virginia. They have authorized the raising of 
troops within this pretended State to war against our people and deso¬ 
late the firesides of their brethren, and stimulated them to bloodshed 
and massacre. They have allowed vacancies in the representation of 
this State to be filled by writs issued by the false Executive of this pre¬ 
tended State, against the express provision that the executive authority 
of Virginia alone shall issue such writs, with the full knowledge on 
their part that the rightful Governor of this State had been undoubt¬ 
edly and constitutionally elected by a majority of the entire population 
of the State, before the commencement of the war, and that he still 
continues in office under his regular appointment, and in which election 
the people of this pretended State participated. They have permitted 
such Eepresentatives to be elected by soldiers in the Army, and not by 
the people in the district, against an express provision in the constitu¬ 
tion of Virginia which prohibits soldiers in the service of the United 
States from voting in such elections, thus recognizing the base traitor 
against his own State as a fit associate and colleague for Eepresenta¬ 
tives who are entitled to the station, and allowing low pretenders to 
the position of Senators to be dignified with that honorable distinc¬ 
tion. They were prohibited from making any law respecting an estab¬ 
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. They 
have sent their myrmidons into churches and dragged our ministers 
from the sacred desk for a mere omission to put up a petition to the 
Almighty for their execrated President. They have shut up our places 
of worship for the same cause, and prohibited our people from assem¬ 
bling together for the exercise of religious duties. They were denied 
authority to abridge the freedom of speech or of the press. They have 
recklessly imprisoned private citizens, holding no office or position, 
civil or military, for expressing a mere aifierence of opinion with them¬ 
selves, and for fearlessly uttering their sentiments; and even incarcer¬ 
ated our honorable women for similar causes, permitting their armed 
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jailors to watcli and insult them in the privacy of their cells. They 
have placed the press of the country wherever their power extends 
under censorship, and in numerous cases prohibited the circulation of 
papers, broken up their forms, and scattered their types to the wind. 
They were restrained from infringing the right of the people to keep 
and bear arms. They have disarmed large portions of the people ot 
one of the States still in their Union, and hunted and baited those iix 
others who have presumed to keex) their own arms against their man¬ 
date. They were expressly prohibited from quartering soldiers in any 
house without the consent of the owner, and not even in time of war 
but in a manner to be prescribed by law. They have not only thus 
quartered them, but they have instigated their soldiers, when so quar¬ 
tered, to plunder them of every valuable, and wantonly to destroy 
what their cupidity could not carry away. They have not only shot 
down helpless owners, who ought to have been reverenced for their age 
and sex, but have consumed the owners and their dwellings in one 
undistinguished conflagration. And when they have professed to pay 
for property illegally obtained, they have paid the owners in pretended 
money which they have previously criminally counterfeited and debased. 

With this catalogue of violations of solemn constitutional obligations, 
well may we say they keep no faith and pervert truth, justice, and right. 
When in the history of civilized nations has it been known that non- 
combatants, plain citizens, engaged only in farming pursuits, were impris¬ 
oned for having shown allegiance to their own State laws? When has 
it been known that wives and pure and spotless maidens have been vio¬ 
lated by sold-iers without an effort on the part of their officers to pursue 
the perpetrators with the vengeance of the law? What civilized nation 
would not blush to conceal its own flag, the emblem of its nationality 
and honor, and hoist on the battle-fl^eld the flag of its enemy, in order 
to decoy that enemy into a murderous Are, and then glory in the mean¬ 
ness of the deception and the cowardice of the act? What ancient or 
modern nation ever used a flag of truce to decoy an enemy in battle 
other than the United States of America? Let history record the 
disgrace and brand the infamy upon their brow for all time to come. 
What ancient or modern nation would openly fire upon a public hos¬ 
pital, in which the sick, the wounded, and the dying are being cared 
for by the generous and the kind-hearted, the surgeon, and the Sister 
of Charity? We brand it as a crime upon the United States, and call 
upon the historian to record it against them. They were required to 
guarantee to every State a republican form of government. Wherever 
their armies have obtained a foothold they have established a military 
government, and appointed military satraps and provost-marshals to 
execute laws never sanctioned by the people or the Government which, 
they created, and have executed arbitrary power, enforcing it by bayo¬ 
nets and at the mouth of the cannon5 these military rulers issuing 
proclamations insulting to the people, unknown to civilization^ and 
brutally disgraceful, compelling obedience by presenting the alterna¬ 
tive of submission or starvation; and by their mere military order caus¬ 
ing some of our most patriotic citizens to be ignomiuiously hung upon a 
charge of treason, without trial and without law! Can any people be 
expected to submit to such wrongs ? Will the people of Virginia tamely 
submit to such tyranny? If such acts are perpetrated while they have 
but partial control, what may we not expect when the demons have full 
sway and authority? Citizens of Virginia, the State appeals to you to 
add to your many noble exertions for the cause in which we are engaged 
this one effort to redeem our fair State from the hand of the oppressor. 
Make up the force now called for, and be prompt in your action. 
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Given under my hand and under the seal of the Commonwealth, at 
Eichmond, this 27th day of June, 1862, and in the eighty-sixth year of 
the Commonwealth, 

JOHE LETOHEE. 

By the Governor; 

GEOEGE W. MUKFOED, 

[12,] Secretary of the Oommonwealth. 

Executive Department, June 27^ 1862. 

Hon. G. W. Eanbolph, 

Secretary of Whr, G. S. A.: 

SiB: The inclosed proclamation of General Heth has been sent to 
me from Montgomery County. As I am satisfied that such a publica¬ 
tion could never have been authorized by your Department, I send it 
for your inspection and such order in regard to it as you may think 
proper to issue. 

I am, truly, 

JOHK LETOHEE. 

[Indorsem^t.] 

Inform the Governor that proclamation was revoked by General 
Loring, and General Heth has been ordered to Chattanooga. 

.[G. W. EAKDOLPH.] 

[Incloaore.] 

PEOOLAMATION. 

ECbadquaetbes Aemy, 

I^ew Siver, 8alt Sulphur Springs, Fa., June 9,1862. 
To ATT, WHOM IT MAT CONCEEN: 

This is to give notice to all in the counties of G-reenbrier, Monroe, 
Alleghany, Botetourt, Eoanoke, Montgomery, Mercer, Giles, Pulaski, 
and Bland, between the ages of eighteen and thirty-five, and subject to 
military duty under the conscript law, who may have deserted or who 
have never reported for military duty, that unless they report to these 
headquarters within five days after receipt of this proclamation they 
will be shot as deserters wherever they may be found. All men in the 
above-named counties subject to military duty under the said law who 
may have been exempted by boards of magistrates or medical examin¬ 
ing boards, in accordance with the bill passed by the General Assembly 
of Virginia February 10,1862, are required to report for duty, and if 
necessary, be examined by surgeons in the 0. S. Army, the bill by 
which such were exempted being abrogated by the conscript law. This 
does not include such men as have been exempted by certificates of 
exemption from surgeons or other officers of the Army of the Confed¬ 
erate States. 

Bv order of Brig. Gen. H. Heth, commanding: 

^ ^ E. H. FIimEY, 

^12.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters District op the Cape Fear, 

Wilmington^ N* C7., June 27^ 1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Richmond : 

Dear Sir: Last night the English steamer Modern Greece, in 
attempting to enter IS’ew Inlet, off Fort Fisher, got aground. She is 
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laden with powder, rifles, and rifle cannon. The enemy are shelling 
her. We have sunk her to wet the powder and prevent an explosion. 
Have sent down steamers to aid and push to save some of the cargo. 
She is three-quarters of a mile from shore, which prevents us keeping 
the enemy’s vessels far enough oft* to prevent their shelling her. Will 
save all we can. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

S. a. FRENCH, 

[9.] Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt, and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 149. 3 Richmond^ Jnne 28^ 1862. 

# # # # # # 

YI, Oapt. Hugh E. Garden’s company South Carolina light artillery 
will report to General Robert E. Lee, commanding, &c., for duty with 
General Wade Hampton’s brigade. • 

##*#*** 

XIY. Capt. J. C. Killinger’s company will be detached from Colonel 
McMahon’s regiment Yirginia Yolunteers, and is assigned to duty with 
Major Wharton’s battalion Virginia Yolunteers. Capt. A. J. Porter¬ 
field’s company Yirginia Yolunteers is assigned to duty as part of Col¬ 
onel McMahon’s regiment Yirginia Yolunteers. 

^ US' m ^ m m * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 

June 28,1862—8 a. m. 

Col. J. B. Walton, 

Commanding Washington Artillery: 

Colonel : Please move two of your batteries by the MechanicsviUe 
bridge and road and report to me on this road. 

Very respectfully, 

J. LONGSTEEET, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

P. S.—sent you a message to put your command on the New Bridge 
road. You had better kee^i it on the MechanicsviUe road, near the 
bridge, and on the Richmond side of the Chickahominy. 

[ 11 .] 


Longstreet’s Headquarters, 

June 29,1862. 

Col. J. B. Walton, 

Commanding Washington Artillery: 

Colonel: The major-general commanding directs that you park 
your artillery where it is now, and be ready to move early in the 
morning. 

Very respectfully, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Headqtjaeters, 

June <55, 1862. 

Col, J. B. Walton, 

Commanding Washington Artillery: 

Colonel: The general directs that you move your two batteries 
back toward Richmond in front of Redoubt Ko. 3. Your other two 
batteries will be sent in the morning. 

Very respectfully, 

[11.] . P. T. MARNUSTG. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 150. ) Richmond^ June 30,1862, 

II. Capt. John A. Avirett’s company Alabama Volunteers will report 
for duty to Maj. Gen. T. H. Holmes, commanding Department of North 
Carolina. 

* * # * # # # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[9.] Assistayit Adjutant-General. 


Petersburg, Va., July i, 1862. 

Secretary of War, 

Richmond, Ya.: 

The pickets at Port Powhatan report the Vanderbilt has passed up 
crowded with troops and more boats are coming up. 

WM. H. KBR, 

[11.j Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Battle-field, 

July 1,1862. 

Col. J. B, Walton, 

Commanding Washington Artillery: 

Colonel: The general directs that you move the Washington Artil¬ 
lery down as soon as possible. 

Yours, &c., 

P. T. MANNING, 

[ll.j Major and Ordnance Officer, 


Petersburg, Va., July 3,1862, 

Major-General Holmes, 

Brewry^s Rluff, Va,: 

The enemy have left Shirley—gone toward Westover. Heavy fire 
yesterday evening on the Charles City side, four miles below City Point. 
All the gun-boats have left City Point and following their retreating 
forces. 

Your most obedient servant, 

JAMES P. MILLIGAN, 

fll.J Captain, i&c. 
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Battln. WASHiNaTON Artillery, 

Ko. 39. J In the Fleld^ Jtdy 4,1862, 

Captain Eshleman will report with, liis company, and Lieutenant 
Eichardson, commanding Second Company, to General Anderson for 
duty. 

By order of J. B. Walton, colonel, commanding: 

W. M. OWEIST, 

[ 11 .] AdjtttanL 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Opfice, 

Ko. 156. 3 Richmond, J%dy 5, 1862, 

IV. Maj. John Critclier’s battalion Virginia Volunteers will report 
for duty to General Eobert E. Lee, commanding, &c. 

# * # * # # 

XVII. Col. James Deshler, Provisional Army, will report to Brig. 
Gen. S. G. French, at Wilmington, X. C.,for duty in command of Fort 
Fisher. 

By command of the Secretary of War; 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[9 and 11.] Assistant Adjtifant-General. 


Charlottesville, July 5,1862, 

Hon. Georoe W. Randolph, 

Secretary of War^ &c.: 

Dear Sir : In the midst of your overwhelming and responsible duties 
I venture to intrude only so far as to ask the reading of this and a 
moment’s consideration of the suggestions I make. Allow me in the 
first place, however, to congratulate you upon our glorious successes in 
front of Richmond. The fighting was wonderful and the results indeed 
most glorious. I trust confidently it will hush the idle clamors against 
the administration, and my particular friend, Lee. It places our 
ultimate success, in my judgment, beyond peradventurej yet, should 
there be any relaxation of the energetic action of our public authorities, 
it would no doubt greatly prolong the struggle and add to the distress 
and sufferings still before us. Of this, however, I have no apprehen¬ 
sion, and I beg pardon for alluding to it. My only apprehension is on 
the subject of supplies, and my chief object in troubling you with this 
is to call your attention to the condition of things in our Valley of Vir¬ 
ginia. I have recently been there, seen for myself, and gathered much 
reliable information from others. Beyond question there is now being 
harvested in that quarter (if it can be saved) the finest wheat crop 
that ever grew even in that productive valley; and in addition I was 
gratified to learn that notwithstanding the ravages of the enemy and 
the heavy drafts made upon it by our own armies, there is still a 
large quantity of meats, both beef and bacon, yet to be found there. 
In addition to this, our woolen factories, I learn (except in one or two 
instances), have not been destroyed by the enemy even in the lower 
valley; and they have plenty of wool of this spring’s clip and some left 
over. Ill Jefferson, Berkeley, Clarke, and Frederick, as I informed 
President Davis and Mr. Benjamin last fall, I ascertained there were 
twenty-three considerable woolen factories pouring out daily from 6,000 
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to 8,000 yards of army cloth. This contributed very largely toward 
clothing the army last winter. Kow, sir, should the war be prolonged 
beyond the coming autumn, could we afford to lose these resources'? 
Or, on the other hand, can we get along without them*? And still far¬ 
ther, will i u not now comport with the general and more comprehensive 
policy of the Government to strike a blow in the quarter that will 
uncover these rich resources of both food and clothing for our glorious 
army? A move along the Piedmont line would do it as effectually as 
in the Yalley itself, provided the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad can be 
interrupted. But I f<^‘bear further. 

Again apologizing for troubling you with this, your obedient servant, 

ANDREW HUNTER. 

[ 12 .] 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Artillery Corps, 

No. 14. ) Near Richmond^ July 5, 1862. 

Captains Richardson and Ritter, with their batteries, heretofore 
attached to General Magruder’s command, but left behind in its late 
march and now separated from other organizations, are hereby ordered 
to report to Col. J. Thompson Brown, those companies really constitut¬ 
ing part of his artillery regiment. They will, until further orders, 
remain under Colonel Brownes command. 

By command of Brigadier-General Pendleton: 

D. D. PENDLETON, 

[11.] Oaptam and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 

July 6^ 1862. 

Maj. J. Critoher, ^ 

Commanding: 

Major : General Lee directs me to say that he desires you to report 
with your battalion to General J. E, B. Stuart on the Salem road near 
Charles City Court-House as soon as possible. 

Yery respectfully, 

CHARLES MARSHALL, 

Major and Aide-de-Gamp. 

Quartermaster : I am too feeble to go this evening to General 
Stuart’s headquarters. Be ^ood enough to select our camp-grounds 
and make the other necessary arrangements. We leave here at 2 
p. m., and will reach Charles City Court-House about 5 or 6 this 
evening. 

J. CRITCHER, 

[11.] Major. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Tnsp. General’s Office, 

No. 156, 5 Richmond^ July 7, 1862. 

YIII. Captains Smoot’s and Ooakley’s companies Yirginia Yolunteers 
will proceed at once to Richmond, Ya., and report for duty to Lieut. 
Col. J. 0. Shields, commanding Camp of Instruction, near that city. 
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X. Companies A and 0, Louisiana Battalion Zouaves and Chasseurs, 
now at Jackson, Miss., will without delay report to General Robert B. 
Lee, commanding, &c., for duty with said battalion. 

******* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Xo. 159. ) Eiclimond July 10^ 1862. 

^ m # # # # # 

- XIX. Capts. J. H. Field’s and Rogers’ unattached companies Missis¬ 
sippi Volunteers, now at Columbus, Miss., will proceed without delay to 
Virginia and report to General Robert E. Lee, commanding, &c., for 
duty with Lieut. Col. Taylor’s battalion Mississippi Volunteers. These 
two companies, together with said battalion, will constitute a regiment. 
# # # * # # * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Cavalry Brigade, 

Jxily lOj 1862. 

Major Cbitoheb, 

Commanding Cavalry : 

Major Critcher’s cavalry command is assigned to duty with the First 
Virginia Cavalry Regiment, and ygu are hereby ordered to report with¬ 
out delay to Col. Fitz. Lee, First Virginia Cavalry, commanding. 

By command of Brig. Gen. J. B. B. Stuart: 

XORMAX R. FITZ HUGH, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Major : I should like to see you personally this evening. Your com¬ 
mand can remain where they are. 

Yours, &c., 

FITZ. LEE. 

[ 11 .] 


Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Office, 

No. 161. J Biehmond, July 12,1862. 

XXV. Lieut. Col. J. F. Gilmer, of the Corps of Engineers, will report 
to General Robert E. Lee, commanding, &c., for duty in charge of the 
operations of the Engineer Corps. 

####*#* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Special Oedees, \ Hdqes. Bept. of ISTortheen Yirginia, 

'So, 149. $ July 12^ 1862, 

I. Ool. G. W. Lay, at liis own request, is relieved from tlie discharge 
of his duties of inspector-general of the Army of I^orthern Virginia, 
and will report to the Adjutant and Inspector General at KichmondjVa-, 
for service. 


# # # 
By command of General Lee: 

[11.J 


# * * 

A. P. MASON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Gordonsvillb, July I2j 1862, 

Hon. G. W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of War^ Richmond^ Ya,: 

The following dispatch received at 1.30 p. m,: 

Rapidan, July 12, 1862, 

Federal army in large force occupied Culpeper to-day at 11 o^clock. 

B. P. STALLARD, 

Bailroa,d Agent, 


[ 12 .] 


OOENBLITJS BOYLE, 
Major^ Commanding Post, 


Headquarters Eight Wing, 

July 13 y 1862, 

Brig. Gen. J. E. Anderson, 

Commanding Division: 


General : I am directed by Major-General Longstreet to notify you 
that, as the senior brigadier-general, you will be in command of tlie 
division of Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill during that officer’s arrest. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, &c., 

G. M. SOEEELL, 

[11.] Assistant Adj\itant- General, 


Drewry’s Bluff, July 13^ 1862, 

Hon. J. A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War, Richmond^ Ya.: 

The following dispatches have just been received: “The fleet con¬ 
sists of three monitors, eight gun-boats, five transports, lying off upper 
and lower Brandon. They are landing troops at Sandy Point in small 
boats, but do not know the number.” Signed, Sergeant Spencer. 
“The fleet of gun-boats and transports are coming up the river and 
now shelling Fort Powhatan.” Signed, Sergeant E. 

8. S. LEE, 

[ll.j Cajptainj Commanding, 


Headquarters Second Brigade, Light Division, 

July 13, 1862, 

Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill: 

My Dear Sir : In reply to your note just received I have to state 
that on Monday evening, 30th of June, you gave me or sent me the order 
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(I am not sure wMcli) to advance against the enemy by the road run¬ 
ning to the left through the fields. Afterward Captain Fairfax met 
me on the way and guided me to the immediate vicinity of the field of 
battle, where I met Brigadier-General Pryor, who gave me further 
information of the position of our own troops and of the enemy in the 
thickets before us, upon which information I led my brigade into action. 
I met Major-General Longstreet near the building toward the top of 
the hill after taking the left-hand road, and had some short conversa¬ 
tion with him in reference to the movement of my brigade, of which I 
do not retain any distinct recollection. I presume that General Long- 
street sent Captain Fairfax to guide me. General Longstreet had 
nothing else to do, so far as I know, with putting my brigade into 
position. 

With high respect, very truly, yours, 

[11.] MAXCY GEBGG. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ko. 162. ) BicJimond^ July li^ 1SG2. 

# # # ^ ^ 

VEI. Col. Bradley T. Johnson, commanding the Maryland Line, will 
proceed with his command to Charlottesville, or in that vicinity, for 
the purpose of recruiting or reorganizing the command. 

# # # # * .){■ 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNTO. WITHERS, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Artillery Corps, 

No. 22. ) Inear Eiohmondy July 14,1862, 

The batteries of Oapt. E. Snowden Andrews and Captain Balthis 
are hereby assigned, by direction of General Lee, to the command of 
General T. J. Jackson. The officers in charge of these batteries will 
immediately report to Colonel Crutchfield, General Jackson’s chief of 
artillery. General Jackson’s headquarters are at Schermer house, 
Mechanicsville turnpike. 

By command of Brig. Gen. W. N. Pendleton: 

D. D. PENDLETON, 

[11.] Gajytam and Assistaiit Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Artillery Corps, 

No. 23. > Near Richmond, July 14,1862, 

Captain Brown, of the Maryland Artillery, is assigned, with his bat¬ 
tery, to the command of General T, J. Jackson. He will report to-day 
to Colonel Crutchfield, General Jackson’s chief of artillery. 

By command of Brig. Gen. W. N. Pendleton: 

D. D. PENDLETON, 
Gaj^tain and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[ 11 .] 
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Special Oepers, ) Headquaetees Abtilleey Coeps, 

ISTo. 24. J 14^ 1862. 

Capt. Jolm E. Johnson’s battery is assigned to General T. J. Jackson’s 
command. The officer in charge will report immediately to Colonel 
Onitchiield, General Jackson’s chief of artillery. 

By command of Brig. Gen. W. liT. Pendleton: 

D. p. PENDLETO]^, 

[11.] Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wae Depaetment, C. S. A., BNansnEEE Bureau, 

Biclimond^ Ya. (Eeceived July 15,1862.) 

Hon. G. W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: After due consideration of the question and a personal exami¬ 
nation at Drewry’s, I most respectfnlly recommend that the question ot 
the James Eiver obstructions be placed entirely under the control of 
the iiTavy, or entirely under that of the Army, and one or the other 
department thus made exclusively responsible. Divided responsibilities 
lead to inaction. I recommend the above as the only solution likely to 
produce rapid and satisfactory results. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

A. L. EIYBS, 

Acting Chief of Ungineer Bureau. 

Since writing the above I have seen the Secretary of the Kavy, who 
desires the Engineer Department to take exclusive control. 

A. L. E. 


[Indorsement.] 

Information that the Secretary of the Navy has turned over the 
obstructions to the Engineer Department and directions to proceed 
night and day until complete. 

G. W. E. 

[ 11 .] 


July 16 , 1862 . 

il-eneral H. A. Wise : 

General : Since I wrote to you by your own carrier, I have received 
I note from Colonel Chilton directing me to send for the Fifty-sixth Vir¬ 
ginia. Will you be kind enough to start the regiment early in the morn¬ 
ing. I wish that I could visit you, but we are under arms every day 
making demonstrations or waiting an attack. Still, I hope that the 
troops under you will cheerfully work at making all possible defensive 
contrivances against Tankeedom. When McClellan gets his re-enforce- 
ments all in he will certainly pay you a visit. We are all rejoicing over 
Stuart’s brilliant achievement. It is said that he destroyed two 
millions of property, three steamers, vast ordnance and commissary 
stores, clothing, and plunder of every kind. 

Yours, truly, 

D. H. HILL, 

[ 11 ,] Major- Gjsneral. 
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July 16,1862. 

General H. A. Wise: 

General: I presume that my functions will cease with the estab¬ 
lishment of the general princi^Jes of exchange. General Lee has not 
committed to me the details of the transfer and exchange, but if those 
matters are intrusted to me, I will, of course, look out well to the inter¬ 
ests of my own division. I hope that your men have been paid. My 
quartermaster received his orders as soon as I returned. If McClellan 
gets up his pluck for a serious attack, your position will be honored. 
I hope that everything will be prepared. 

Yours, truly, 

D. H. HILL, 

. [11.] Major-General, 


Montgomery White Sulphur Springs, 

Montgomery County, Va., 

Jnly 18^ 1862. 

General J. E. Johnston: 

My Dear Jo.: Yours of the 28th of June, inclosing sheets of my 
report, was received yesterday, postmarked Eichmond, June 30, 
Eather a long time coming it seems to me. I at once omitted the por¬ 
tions alluding to the two subjects referred to by yourself,and by the 
train to day send the corrected sheets with this by Captain Beckham, 
aide-de-camp, to insure against further unnecessary delay. The news 
you gave me from the battle-field was a‘‘little old,” but I felt none 
the less gratified that you wrote me in spite of wounds and pains, and 

was as mad as-, and ‘‘cussed” some about “Confederate mails.” 

I wrote Lee asking him to reform my division and make certain dis¬ 
position of my staff the day befoye I left Eichmond. He has taken 
no notice of the letter, but Melton saw Chilton on the subject and 
received for answer “that matter has all been settled already,” or 
something to that effect. Lee gave me to understand that he had 
no expectation even of Jackson’s army crossing the Blue Eidge toward 
Eichmond, and when I put the questions at Mm direct he said that 
under certain contingencies, of which he had not yet heard, Whiting’s 
troops and Lawton’s would come back to the army around Eichmond, 
but there was no present intention of bringing any further troops from 
Jackson’s command. This was on Saturday afternoon, the 21st of 
June, the day I visited you last. He had just had a long private inter¬ 
view with the President. What think you of that! He mentioned 
nothing of re-enforcements coming from the South, and left me in that 
respect under the old decision when you commanded, viz: “We have 
no re-enforcements for the Army of the Potomac; not a man can be 
spared from any place whatever.” General Cooper telegraphed me on 
the 5th of July, saying that the President desired to know if my 
health was sufficiently restored to enable me to take command of the 
Department of South Carolina and Georgia. There was several days’ 
delay in its reaching me. I answered immediately on its receipt, 
“My health is not yet sufficiently restored to enable me to return to 
duty.” I have heard nothing more from it. I came off on a three weeks’ 
leave. Just before it expired I requested Beckham to write to Chil¬ 
ton, for Lee’s information, saying that I would not return because not 
well enough, but was improving. I received yesterday a note from 
Lee, in answer to Beckham’s note to Chilton, first a layer of sugar, 
38 R B—VOL LI, PT n 
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three lines, then two lines telling me to forward a certificate, and three 
more lines of sugar. I shall keep him informed from time to time of 
the condition of my health. 

Gaillard is with me, so I feel quite assured of correct information 
and judgment in the case, and do not propose supplying General Lee 
with any more surgeon’s certificates beyond that upon which the origi¬ 
nal leave was granted. He took special pains to tell me, when I called 
to find out about Jackson’s movements, in order to judge whether I 
had better stay in Kichraond any longer waiting for a battle, that he 
could not grant me leave except on surgeon’s certificate; that was “his 
rule,” he said. I told him I didn’t come to ask for leave, but to get 
information upon which to determine whether I would yield to the 
advice of the surgeons and leave the city, adding that I had already 
put it off for ten days or more in anticipation of active operations, and 
was getting worse, instead of better. In a semi-pious, semi official, and 
altogether disagreeable manner, he commenced regretting that I hadn’t 
gone sooner; considered that the army had lost my services for ten 
days unnecessarily—and other like stuff. We “will bide our time.” 
All I want is success to the cause; but there is a limit beyond which 
forbearance ceases to be a virtue, and if provoked much further 1 will 
tear the mask off of some who think themselves wonderfully successful in 
covering up their tracks. But I am transgressing all rules for myself 
about thinking at present, let alone writing, upon such subjects. I am 
improving, but do not get straight in brain and nerves as fast as I 
hoped—in fact, in these respects have improved veiy little—but my 
general health is already quite good, and Galliard says that with pru¬ 
dence perfect recovery is certain. Write me how you are, and all you 
know of your probable future command. 

Tours, as ever, 

GTJSTAYUS W. SMITH. 

[ 11 .] 


Headquaeters Cavalry Brigade, 

July 19, 1862, 

Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson, 

Commmiding Army of the Valley: 

General : The bearer, John S. Mosby, late first lieutenant, First 
Virginia Cavalry, is en route to scout beyond the enemy’s lines toward 
Manassas and Fairfax. He is bold, daring, intelligent, and discreet. 
The information he may obtain and transmit to you may be relied 
upon, and I have no doubt that he will soon give additional proofs of 
his value. Did you receive the volume of Kapoleon and his Maxims I 
sent you through General Charles S. Winder’s orderly? 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. B. STIJAET, 

[12.] Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry. 


Headquarters Eight Wing, 

J 2 ily 20, 1862. 

Lieut. Col. P. M. B. TOUNG, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

Colonel: I am instructed to convey the desire of the major-general 
commanding that you will continue to hold, if practicable, the position 
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at Malvern Hill. Your artillery should be freely usedj and your cav¬ 
alry constantly employed in watching your flanks. If the enemy 
should attack you, as he has done, the major-general commanding 
wishes you to seize the opportunity and make a dash at his rear. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

a. M. SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Oedees, ) Adjt, and Insp. General's Office, 

hTo. 168 , ( RiohmoJid^ July 21^ 1862. 

# * # # # # 

YU. Oapt. J. Morris Montgomery’s company light artillery, Mary¬ 
land Line, now encamped near this city, is assigned to temporary duty 
under the orders of Brig. Gen. J. H. Winder, commanding Department 
of Henrico. 

# # # # # # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JEO. WITHBES, 

[ 11 .] As8ista7it Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Longstreet’s Division, 

Near EicMiond^ July 21^ 

Col, M. Jenkins, 

Go^ywianding Palmetto jSharjpshooters: 

Colonel : I am directed by Major-General Longstreet to convey to 
you the information that the Secretary of War has signified his consent 
to your retaining the regimental standard of the Sixteenth Michigan 
Eegiment for presentation to the Governor of your State. I am per¬ 
mitted on this occasion to congratulate you and the State whose honor 
and reputation you have so well maintained on the possession of these 
handsome colors, won as they were on the evening of the memorable 
27th of June by the conspicuous courage and devotion ever exhibited 
by your gallant command. The regiment which bears emblazoned on 
its banner “Williamsburg” and “Seven Fines,” and will have indelibly 
stamped thereon the record of the bloody actions of the 27th and 30th 
ultimo, cannot gain new luster from any lengthy enumeration of its bril¬ 
liant achievements. These names alone justly entitle it to the confi-' 
dence and pride of the country and of that Palmetto State whose name 
it has proudly and irreproachably borne. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Eig-ht Wing-, Army of Northern Yirg-inia, 

July 22y 1862. 


Brig. -Gen. J. E. Anderson, 

Commanding Division: 


General : The major-general commanding directs that you send 
down your strongest brigade this morning to occupy the heights near 
Eew Market between the Darbytown and Eiver roads, and near the 
latter. The commanding officer should be instructed to post it under 
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^ver of the ■woods, or the crest of the hills, or in some position so as 
to avoid the observation of the enemy. There will be a brigade of 
General D. B. Jones^ division near that point, which will connect with 
tlm t you send down, both brigades to be under command of the senior 
officer. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SORBEL, 

, [ll'J Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Artillerv Corps, Big-ht Wino, 

July 23j 1862, 

Oapt. John B. Bichardson, 

Commanding Second Company^ Washington Artillery: 

Captain : By direction of the major-general commanding you will 
without delay report with your battery to OoL G. T. Anderson, com- 
mandiug brigade on outpost near Hew Market, on the Biver road. 
Yours, respectfully, 

J, B. WALTOIS-, 

[ll-J Colonel and Chief of Artillery^ Right Wing, 


Hdqrs. Bight Wing-, Army op.Korthbrn Virginia, 

J'lJy 24, 1862, 

Brig. Gen, D. B. Jones, 

Commanding Division: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you send 
your strongest brigade this morning to take position on the heights 
near New Market. Lieutenant Blackwell, aide-de-camp, will conduct 
the brigade to the proposed point. The commanding officer should be 
directed to post it in the woods, or under the crest of the hills, or in 
some position so as to avoid the observation of the enemy. There will 
be another brigade (of A. P. Hill’s division) between the Darbytown 
and Biver roads, and near the latter, which will connect with tiie one 
you send down, both to be under command of the senior officer. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters, 

July 24, 1862. 

General H. A. Wise, 

Commanding Chaffin’s Bluff: 

General : Tour letter of yesterday is received. I shall suggest to 
the commanding general* at once the propriety of exchanging the pris¬ 
oners sent to the TTnited States on parole for such of your command as 
may be here on parole, and hope that we may effect this soon. I shall 
also endeavor to have your brigade properly organized as the other 
brigades of the army. Meantime we must keep what we have and do 
the best that we can with it. I am sending two brigades down to 
occupy the ground from New Market to the Darbytown road. This, I 
think, will enable you to reduce your picket guards to some extent, and 
enable you to get along with some greater ease, I ih the saddle 
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all day yesterday examining the country between this and Malvern 
Hill. Am therefore a little too much occupied at the desk to-day to 
see you. I shall see you, however, as soon as possible and endeavor 
to get a little better knowledge of the country below you than I now 
have. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. LONGSTEEET, 

[ff*] Major-General^ Commanding• 


General Egbert E. Lee, 


Executive Department, G. S. A., 

Biehm(ynd^ T7t., Jidy 26^ 1862* 


Commanding Army^ (&c. : 


General: Yesterday evening I had a full conversation with General 
E. Taylor, and also with Major La Sere. General Taylor thinks the 
best arrangement which can be made of the Louisiana troops will be as 
proposed, to place the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and Fourteenth 
Eegiments in a brigade, to promote Colonel Hays to be a brigadier, and 
assign him to the command of it, and to withdraw the Ninth Eegiment 
from the brigade heretofore commanded by General Taylor, associating 
with it the First and Second Eegiments and the battalions of Ooppens 
and Pendleton; that the Tenth Eegiment, Colonel Marigny, be sent 
without delay to Camp Moore for operations upon and around li^’ew 
Orleans. The senior colonel of the Second Brigade, Shivers, is 
thought quite competent to command it, and therefore that General 
Taylor may be detached and proceed to Louisiana to hasten on recruits 
for the regiments which are to remain here and attend to the enroll¬ 
ment of conscrix>ts to fill up the skeleton regiments which are to be 
sent home. General Taylor is decidedly’ in favor of breaking up 
Wheat’s battalion. He thinks the men would voluntarily transfer to 
other companies in service and that the officers should be disbanded. 
He reports favorably of Captain Atkins, who has commanded one of 
the companies, and thinks, if he desires to remain in the service, that 
he should be made an exception. Imperfect knowledge of the captain, 
limited to an examination of the evidence of his service in Italy and 
to observation of him on the field of Manassas, has led me to regard him 


as worthy of special consideration. The period for active operations 
at New Orleans by acclimated troops is the next and the ensuing 
month, for reasons which I need not state to you, and the whole pro¬ 
gramme is submitted to you that you may take early action on it if it 
meets your approval. 

Yery respectfully and truly, yours, 

. JEFFEESON DAYIS. 


[ 11 .] 


Hdqks. Eiq-ht Wing, Abmt op Hoethekn Virginia, 

July 25,1863. 

Ool. S. D. Lee, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

OOLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your report of 
the handsome little affair on your lines yesterday. The Mississippi 
rides have been ordered for you, and will be sent out with ammunition 
as soon as received. The major-general commanding desires yon to 
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call on Brigadier-G-eneral Gregg, commanding outpost near Kew Mar¬ 
ket, for such aid as you may need, and communicate freely with him. 
He has enough artillery with him to let you have some whenever you 
may want it. Be good enough to vsay to Ool. Fitzhugh Lee (Muth 
Cavalry), in any communication you may have with him, that the gen¬ 
eral commanding would like to have report of the extent and disposi¬ 
tion of his lines of pickets as soon as he has established them. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant- General, 


. Hdqrs. Rig^ht Wing, Aemy op Northern Yieginia, 

July 1862. 

Brig. Gen. M. Gregg, 

Commanding^ &g.: 

General: By direction of Major-General Longstreet, I have the 
honor to notify you that three additional batteries will report to you 
from General A. P. HilPs division, and the same number to Ool. G. T. 
Anderson, commanding the other brigade on outpost. The general 
commanding desires you to render any aid in your power with either 
artillery or infantry to the cavalry in your front commanded by Colonel 
Lee, who has been directed to communicate freely with you, and call for 
any assistance he may need. 

I have the honor tobe, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Right Wing, Army of Northern Yirginia, 

July 26^ 1862. 

Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill, 

Commanding lAglit division: 

General : The major-general coTnmandiug wishes you to put all your 
troops on the River road. Major-General Pemberton^s division has 
been ordered to this point, and will be posted on the turnpike. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Right Wing, Army of Northern Virginia, 

July 26^ 1862 — 9,15 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. M. Gregg, 

Commanding^ &e.: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com¬ 
munication of yesterday. The major-general commanding will endeavor 
to ride down to your position this afternoon, and will give you instruc¬ 
tions himself on the points you mention. He directs that you send 
down this morning a strong regiment and a battery to occupy Malvern 
Hill. This force will of course be in constant communication with the 
cavalry under Colonel Lee. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters Eight Wing, 

July 27j 1862. 

Brigadier-General Jones, 

Commanding Division: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you send 
General Toombs’ brigade at daylight to-morrow morning to New Market 
Heights to relieve the brigade of General Gregg at present posted there. 
The battery will accompany the brigade. As the establishment of the 
brigade at that point will probably be permanent, it should move its 
camp equipage, &c. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

G. M. 80EEEL, 

[11.1 Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Eight Wing, 

July 27^ 1862. 

Brig. Gen. M. Gregg, 

Commanding at New Market: 

General : I am directed to notify you that the brigade of General 
Toombs has been ordered to move at daylight to-morrow morning, to 
relieve your brigade, when you may move back. It would be well for 
you to report by letter to Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill to-night, to receive his 
orders as to where you will move in the morning. 

I am. general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[11.J Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Charlottesville, Ya., July 28^ 1862. 

Hon. G. W. Randolph, 

jSecretary of War : 

Dear Sir: 1 arrived here last night and met with several intelligent 
citizens of Loudoun and Fauquier Counties who have just come through 
the enemy’s lines. Left the vicinity of Washington and Sperryville, 
in Eappahannock County, on Thursday morning last, and from the best 
information they could get (which they think reliable) the enemy’s 
forces under Pope is from 30,000 to 40,000—safe to say 35,000. They 
were then between and about Washington and Sperryville—15,000 at 
the former place—and seemed to be on the move, but nobody knew posi¬ 
tively where. Ome report was that they intended to move toward 
Swift Eun Gap, toward the Yalley. They are committing every possi¬ 
ble depredation upon the property of citizens. 1 have thought it proper 
to give you this information in a hurried manner as coming from what 
I considered a reliable source. 

Yery respectfully, &c., your obedient servant, 

S. D. BOYD, 
Courier, War Dejgartment. 


P. S.—Deserters represent their force at 60,000. 

J12.1 


S. D. B. 
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Headquarters, July 28^ 1862. 

General H. A. Wise, 

Commanding Ohaffin^s Bluffs &c,: 

General : I was at Deep Bottom again yesterday. There seems to 
be a dike on the other side of the river similar to the one you described 
as putting in at. Aiken’s. I think it probable that if these dikes were 
cut so as to allow the water to pass over these sunken grounds, that 
the channel would be so changed in a few days that neither gun-boats 
or transports could get up. Can you in any way put a party at work 
to cut the one at Aiken’s to-day. A. P. Hill’s division is moving to-day, 
which curtails my working force very much. Some of Aiken’s negroes 
might be had for this work, and you might be able to collect others 
around the country. I have written General Lee suggesting the open¬ 
ing of the dikes on both sides. Please advise me of the probabilities 
of your being able to put a force upon the one on this side. 

Very respectfully, 

J. LONGSTBEET, 

[11.] Major- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Eiuht Win^, 

July 28j 1862. 

Colonel Walton, 

Chief of Artillery: 

Colonel : I am directed to say that the major-general commanding 
expects you to keep eight batteries constantly on duty at l^Tew Market 
Heights with the two brigades of General Toombs. These will be de¬ 
tailed from the batteries under your command, and for such length of 
time as you may determine. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Camp near Eiohmond, Ya., 

July 28^ 1862. 

Col. J. B. Walton, 

Comdg: Battalion Washington Artillery^ of New Orleans^ La.: 

Colonel; Knowing the interest you take in your command, the 
Washington Artillery, of ISTew Orleans, I take pleasure in testifying to 
the gallant and admirable conduct of Captain Squires’ battery while 
under my orders on the 7th instant (in connection with a section of 
Eogers’ battery and one piece of Pelham’s horse artillery) while 
engaged in firing on the enemy’s transports below Charles City Court- 
House. The captain, his officers, and men exhibited the utmost cool¬ 
ness, and worked their guns with effect. A gun-boat of the enemy, 
within half a mile distance, was engaged in throwing shell, spherical 
case, and grape from her large guns at the battery, and the battery 
was worked with as much coolness as would have been displayed had 
the much-dreaded gun-boat been miles away. I have been called on 
and have made an official report of the affair, but the conduct of your 
battery (as the others) gave me so much satisfaction that I take this 
unofficial manner of showing my appreciation of your excellent bat¬ 
talion. 

I am, colonel, yours, respectfully, 


[ 11 .] 


S. D. LEE, 
Colonel of Artillery. 
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SPEOIAIi OBDEES, ) ADJT. and INSP, GENEBAJi’S Opeioe, 

No. 175. ) Biehmond, July 29,1862, 

#**#*#* 

IX. Ool. H. 0. Cabell, of tbe Corps of Artillery, Provisional Army, 
will report to General Robert E. Lee, commanding, &c., for duty with 
General L, McLaws. 

# « * # * * « 

XI. Col. John R. Ohambbss is relieved from farther duty with the 
Forty-first Regiment Virginia Volunteers and is assigned to the com¬ 
mand of the Thirteenth Regiment Virginia Cavalry, and will report 
accordingly. 

«♦♦*#*# 

XV. Capt. James Pegram, assistant adjutant-general, will report 
for duty to Brig. Gen. John H. Winder, commanding Department of 
Henrico. 

******* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquaetees Right Wing, 

July 29,1862. 

Brigadier-General Wilcox, 

Commanding Fourth Brigade: 

Geneeal: The major-general commanding directs that you make 
preparations to move your camp to-morrow to a point near Atlee’s 
farm, on the Darbytowu road. 

I am, general, very respectftally, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[11.] Assista/nt Adjutant-General. 


Headquaetees Disteiot op Noeth Carolina, 

July 29,1862. 

I cordially recommend the raising of guerrilla companies, and the 
arming of them by the Government, to operate in the counties of Nause- 
mond and Gates, or wherever the infernal Yankees and their rascally 
Dutch allies can be found. The special duty of these guerrillas is to 
kill the murderers and plunderers wherever they show their villainous 
faces. D. H. HILL, 

Major-General, Oommcmding District. 


To save delay I hope that the arms may be sent at once, without 
waiting on the organization of the companies. In fact, the arms would 
facilitate the forming of companies. 


D. H. H. 


[Indorsement.] 


Authorize General D. H. Bhll to issue authority for companies of 
partisan rangers in the counties of Gates, N. C., and Nansemond, Va. 
Rolls are to be returned to the Adjutant-General and the ofiScers com¬ 
missioned. No restrictions as to age. 

[9-] 


G. W. R. 
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HeADQUABTERS, July 30^ 1862, 

General H, A. Wise, 

Commanding: 

General : I have had the depth of water in the river measured, and 
am satisfied that we can do nothing toward blocking up the channel; 
that is, that we cannot reduce the depth sufficient to do any good. I 
found much more water than I expected. 

Yery respectfully, 

J. LONGSTEEET, 

[11.] Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters, 

July 81^ 1862. 

General H. A. Wise, 

Commanding^ &c.: 

General : It is not worth while to continue the work on the dikes. 
I am quite satisfied we can accomplish nothing by it. I wish you would 
give notice to your neighbors that they must try and get their wheat 
crops in. If we should have to give up their grounds, we must have 
the wheat destroyed rather than allow it to fall into their hands. We 
have rumors that the enemy is drawing off his forces, but have not 
been able to learn anything definite. 

Yery respectfully, 

J. L01IG8TEEET, 

[11.] Major-General^ Commanding, 


Hdqrs. Eig-ht Wing-, Army of Northern Yiroinia, 

A^igust 1, 1862, 

Maj. S. P. Mitchell, 

Quartermaster^ <&g. : 

Major: The major-general commanding directs that you furnisli 
to-day, with the least practicable delay, a set of intrenching tools to 
each of the brigades of Generals Drayton and Evans. The brigade of 
General Evans will be at work on the Yarina road, that of General 
Drayton on the New Market road, and the tools are to be furnished at 
those points. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Eichmond, Ya., August 2^ 1862. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Commanding^ &g,: 

General : In reply to your note of this day, I would state that, hav¬ 
ing entire confidence in your experience and knowledge of the best 
method of conducting a correspondence relating to military matters, I 
leave it to your judgment to decide upon the mode of forwarding the 
communications in question. It was my intention that copies of the 
letters inclosed to you should be embodied in your letter to the Fed¬ 
eral general, but if you think it better to modify the arrangement I 
will be glad to have you do so. 

Yery respectfully, yours, 

[11.] JEPFEESON DAYIS. 
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Headquarters Artillery Corps, 

A^igust 5, 1862. 


Special Orders, ) 

No. —. 1 

Major: The general directs me to state that he desires to have your 
command ready to move, perhaps as soon as daylight to-morrow. If 
any ammunition is wanting, procure it to night. Arrange the compa¬ 
nies now separated so as to perform the best service. 

By command of Brig. Gen. W. N. Pendleton: 

D. D. PENDLETON, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General 


(To Majors Jones, Moseley, Bichardson, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cutts and Major Nelson.) 

[ 11 .] 


Headquarters Biuht Winu, 

August 6, 1862. 

Brigadier-General Wise, 

Commanding., &e.: 

General : Notice has been given to the other troops of this com¬ 
mand to be put under arms with a day’s rations. The general com¬ 
manding wishes you to continue your work on the trenches as heretofore, 
the above notice being given thac you may be prei^ared for any move¬ 
ment that may take place. , ^ X 

I am, general, very respectfully, yonr obejdient secant, 

G, M. fcSCxtxlxLilj, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Copy to Brigadier-General Drayton.) 

[ 11 .] 


Hbadquabteks, 
August 5, 1862—7 p. m. 

Ool. J. B. Walton, 

OMef of Artillery: 

Colonel; The general commanding "wishes yon to bring all the 
batteries "with you down the road to New Market. 

Yery respectfully, G. M. SORBBL, 

rn, •, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headqtjartees Right Wing, 

August 9,1862. 

Brig. Gen. D. E. JONES, 

Oommanding Division: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that wlmn yonr 
division is relieved by General McLaws’ you move it back to the camp 
before your commaod was mayed dowd to .te preaeat 

position. _ „ 

I am, general, very respectfully, SOEEBL, 

j Assistant Adjutant-General. 



604 


MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. Lsm. 

Hdqbs. Eicht WiHa, Army op Korthebn Virginia, 

August P, 186^ — 8.30 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Wilcox: 

Geicbral : The major-general commanding directs that you get your 
brigade ready to move to-morrow by the cars to Gordonsville. The 
troops will be provided witb three days’ cooked provisions, which they 
will carry in haversacks; knapsacks and blankets also being taken 
with them. The balance of the baggage and camp equipage will be 
sent by your transportation round by the wagon road. The hour at 
which you will probably leave will be 4 o’clock in the afternoon, and. 
the general commanding wishes you .to have everything promptly in 
readiness by that time. Your sick will be left at the division hospital- 
All the intrenching tools in your possession will be carefully piled in 
your camp and turned over by your quartermaster to the proper officer. 
Separate orders will be sent to your battery from these headquarters. 
The general commanding desires that the point of destination and the 
mode of transportation should be carefully withheld, such information 
only being given as may be necessary to execute your orders. Please 
direct your quartermaster to report to* the division quartermaster. 
Major Mitchell, for instructions. 

I am, general, very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

(Similar letter to Brigadier-General Pryor and Colonel Posey.) 

[11 and 12.] 


Hpqrs. Eight Wing, Army of 1!5^ortheen Virginia, 

August 9,1862—12 a, m. 

Brig. Gen. J. L. E^mper : 

General : I am instructed by the major-general commanding to writo 
as follows: You will get your brigade ready at once to march at aay 
moment that you are called on, provided with three days’ ration s- 
Your destination will be Gordonsville, and you will probably move» 
to-morrow morning by the cars, your transportation being sent rounii 
by the roads. The men will take with them their rations and blanh:- 
ets, the rest of the baggage and camp equipage to be sent round. Im¬ 
mediately on receipt of this you may withdraw your command from 
work on the trenches and return to your camp to prepare for this move¬ 
ment. Carry with you to camp all the intrenching tools in your pos¬ 
session, and have them carefully piled to be turned over to-morrow l>y 
your quartermaster to the proper officer. Your sick must be left at tli e 
division hospital. Proceed at'once with your preparations, commuui- 
cating to no one the destination named, and to any only such informa¬ 
tion as may be necessary to execute your orders. 

I am, general, very respectfully, &c., 

G. M. SOEEEL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

(Similar letter to Col. J. V. Moore and Col. E. Hunton.) 

[11 and 12.] 
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Headquarters Rioht Wing, 

^ . August 5, 1862—9,30 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. J. L. Kemper, 

Commanding Kemper^s Brigade: 


General: The major-general commanding directs that you have 
year troops at the railroad at daylight to-morrow morning, ready to 
take the cars. On arriving at Gordonsville you will report to Maj. 
Gen. T, J. Jackson, The general commanding wishes you to direct 
your quartermaster to carry his train through as rapidly as possible, 
hauling forage for his animals. 

1 am, general, very respectftilly, 


[11 and 12.] 


G. M. SOEREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Right Wing, 

August lOj 1862, 

Brig. Gen. N. G. Evans: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you have 
your troops ready to take the cars early to morrow morning, provided 
with three days’ cooked provisions. You will be further notified of the 
hour at which you will be at the depot. The general commanding 
wishes you to direct your quartermaster to carry his transportation 
round, with the baggage and forage for his animals, the troops carry¬ 
ing with them but knapsacks, blankets, and rations in haversacks. 

I am, general, very respectfully, &c., 

G. M. SORREL, 

[11 and 12.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Right Wing, 

August 10 J1862. 

Brigadier-General Evans : 

General : From information j ust received it is found that your troops 
cannot be transported to-morrow morning, as was previously intimated. 
The major-general commanding directs that you will hold yourself in 
readiness to move to-morrow evening or the morning of the next day. 
Timely notice will be given of the hour at which it is desired that you 
will arrive at the depot. 

I am, general, very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

(Similar letter to Colonel Posey.) 

[11 and 12.] 


Headquarters Right Wing, 

August lOy 1862. 

Brigadier-General Pryor: 

General : The major-general commanding wishes you to be ready to 
take the cars this afternoon. You will be further notified of the hour 
at which you must be at the depot. If you succeed in getting off this 
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evening your quartermaster will start with his trains early to-morrow 
morning, as directed in my communication of yesterday. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 

(Similar letter to Brigadier-General Wilcox.) 

[11 and 12,] 


Hdqrs. Eig-ht Wma, Army op JljfORTHERN Yiroinia, 

August 10, 1862 — 3.45 p. m. 

General Wilcox: 

General: From information just received it is found that your 
brigade cannot be transported to-day. The major-general commanding 
therefore directs that you do not move until to-morrow morning, which 
you will do without further orders, in time to be at the railroad station 
by 5 a. m. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 


(Similar letter to General Pryor.)' 
[11 and 12.] 


Headquarters Eicht WiNa, 

August 10, 1862. 

Gol. C. Posey, 

Commanding Featherstonh Brigade: 

Colonel: The major-general commanding wishes you to have your 
troops ready to take the cars early to-morrow morning, provided, as yes¬ 
terday directed, with three days^ cooked provisions. You will be further 
notified of the hour at which you must be at the depot. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, &c., 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[11 and 12.] Assistant Adjutant-General 


Hdqrs. Eig-ht Wino, Army of Northern Virginia, 

Richmond^ August 10, 1862. 

Col. J. B. Walton, 

Glvlef of Artillery: 

Colonel: 1 am directed to say that the major-general commanding 
desires you to move your column to-day whenever ready, taking the 
shortest route to the destination (Gordonsville, Va.) named, and moving 
as rapidly as practicable with due regard to the condition of your animals. 
He directs that you give Major Garnett the necessary instructions to 
move the other column also. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, 

[11 and 12.] 


G. M. SOEEEL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 
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Headquarters Eioht Wino, 

August 11^ 186^, 

Erig. Gen. H. A. Wise, 

Commanding^ (&c.: 

General: Tbe major-general commanding desires me to inform you 
that he leaves to morrow morning on the cars, and the command of the 
forces here will be assumed by Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith. I am directed 
to say that the latter officer has no map of this section suitable, and will 
be much obliged for that which you kindly proposed to prepare. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Eig-ht Wing, Army of Northern Virginia, 

August 11, 1802. 

Major Mitchell, 

Quartermaster: 

Major: The major-general commanding desires you to keep your¬ 
self well posted relative to the transportation of the troops, so that 
after his departure to-morrow morning there may be no delay in their 
shipment. The two brigades, Evans’ and Featherston’s, have already 
been advised by me to be at the station to-morrow morning by day¬ 
light. I believe you know the order in which the other four are to 
move, viz: D. E. Jones’ two brigades, and, last, Drayton’s and Jen¬ 
kins’. The general commanding wishes you to give timely notice to 
these commands of the hour at which they must be at the station. He 
also wishes you to report to-morrow to Ool. Larkin Smith that you are 
the quartermaster of his command, and are ready to receive any infor¬ 
mation as to the transportation, &c., that he may wish to communicate. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SO REEL, 

[11 and 12.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Drayton’s Brigade, 

August 1^, 1862 — C> a. m. 

General Wise: 

Sir: Major-General McLaws has sent me a dispatch dated 12th 
August, 3 k m., that the enemy are reported as advancing by way of 
Malvern Hill with artillery, cavalry, and infantry. The dispatches 
announcing the movement were dated, he says, 10 a. m., and he begs 
that you and Chaffin’s Bluff be notified. Will you extend the notice. 
Very respectfully, 

THOMAS F. DRAYTON, 

[11.] Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Circular.] Hdqrs. Eight Wing, Army of N. Virginia, 

August lOj 1862. 

General: Major-General McLaws is charged with the conduct of 
operations upon the front lines on the left bank of the James River, 
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including Chaffin’s Bluff and Deep Bottom, and thence across to Bot¬ 
tom’s Bridge. Brigadier-Generals Wise and Hampton will report to 
and receive instructions fi*om General McLaws, who will also instruct 
the pickets from Smith’s division. 

G. W. SMITE, 

[11.] Major-General, Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
August 16,186^—9 a. m. 

Col. J. B. Walton, 

Chief of Artillery: 

Colonel: The major-general commanding directs that you get 
your command ready to move by 11 o’clock this morning. 

Yery respectfolly, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[12.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 

SandforWs Souse, August 19,1862. 

Col. J. B. Walton, 

Chief of Artillery: 

Colonel: The major-general commanding directs that you have 
your batteries ready to move in rear of Featherston’s brigade. This 
brigade is the rear of the column, and you will follow it as it passes in 
the direction of Eaccoon Ford. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[12.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 

8andford?8 House, August 19,1862. 

Col. J. B. Walton, 

Commanding Battalion Washington Artillery: 

Colonel: The orders for the moving of the columns of Kemper and 
Wilcox have been countermanded. They will move to-morrow morn¬ 
ing at 3 o’clock, at which hour you will also move your command, fol¬ 
lowing in the rear of WUcox’s column. 

I am, very respectfully, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[12.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


On Hill near Eaoooon Ford, 

August 19,1862 — 8.55 a. m. 

Maj. E. 0. Morg-an, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Major : The report I sent from the neighborhood of the upper ford, 
as brought to me there, of infantry and artillery advancing toward 
Eaccoon Ford, has turned out to be incorrect. Cavalry, or artillery, or 
perhaps both, were seen moving by Saint James Church toward the 
right Ci. e., down the river^. What became of them is uncertain. Some 
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of the enemy’s vedettes are on the opposite side of the ford, where we 
have not disturbed them. I have a regiment well concealed on a hill 
commanding the road this side of the ford. I have disposed another 
regiment at and near Somerville Ford, pretty well concealed. NTothing 
seen of the enemy there up to the time I came away. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. GREGG, 

[ 12. ] Brigadier- General. 


[Auottst 20,1862.—^For report of Chief of Ordnance, 0. S. Army, 
relative to losses of stores incurred at Roanoke Island and on the line 
of the Potomac, see Series IV.] 


Headquarters, &o., 

August 21^ 1862. 

Jefferson Davis, 

President^ c&e., Richmond^ Va.: 

Crossed Rapidan last night and this morning at Somerville, Raccoon, 
and Morton’s Fords. Enemy commenced retreating yesterday. Got 
beyond Rappahannock, except a portion of his cavalry, which were 
driven. Burnside, Stevens, and King appear to have gone toward 
Fredericksburg. Pope, Banks, Sigel, &c., toward Warrenton. Can 
Richmond be held if followed”?* 

R. E. LEE, 

[12.] General^ Gommcmding. 


Brandt Station, August 21,1862. (Received 22d.) 
Hon. G. W. RA]srDOLPH, 

Secretary of War: 

Partisan rangers had better serve in their appropriate States and 
regular cavalry brought to Virginia. Cavalry is wanted. Bring all 
other available troops. 

R. E. LEE, 

[12.] General. 


Hanover Court-House, August 22,1862. 

Hon. G. W. Randolph, 

Secretary of Wa/r, Richmond, Va. : 

My scouts were four miles beyond the Mattapony, on the old Stage 
road, at 4 p. m. to-day. All quiet, and as far as could be heard from for« 
miles beyond and down that and the Pamunkey. I have scouts near 
Williamsburg, and a picket at Saint Peter’s Church, beyond White 
House. All quiet at the latter this morning. Scouts not reported yet. 
General Hampton left at 4 p. m. for the Junction, with brigade of cavalry. 
Tour obedient servant, 

J. LUCIIJS DAVIS, 

[11.] Colonel, Commanding at Sanover Court-Mouse. 

^Por probable reply, see Vol. XII, Part HI, p. 938. 

39 R R—VOL LI, PT IT 
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Hanover Oourt-Hoxtse, Va., August 22^ 1862, 
Hon, G. W, Randolph, 

Secretary of War^ BicTimond^ Ya.: 

Six scouts returned from ten miles this side of Williamsburg. Enemy- 
retreating. Kone have crossed the Pamunkey or gone up the Matta- 
pony yet. Williamsburg said to be burnt, but I don’t believe it. 

Tour obedient servant, 

J. LUCIUS DAYIS, 

[11.] Colonel^ Commanding at Hanover Court-House, 


Camp Moore, August 23^ 1862. 

Colonel Peters: 

Bear Sir : Upon Wednesday evening, 19tb instant, I received infor¬ 
mation that Godfrey’s (Union) company was in the vicinity of Tobias 
Belcher’s, and at once determined upon giving them pursuit. I made 
detachments from each of the respective companies in camp, amounting 
to 100 men, and proceeded at once to prepare the command with cooked 
rations for three days and forty rounds of ammunition. At 9 o’clock 
upon Thursday, the 20 th instant, the detachment moved by the way of 
the Tug Pork of Sandy, thence up the North Pork of Tug over the ridge 
to the waters of Elkhorn, and thence down the Elkhorn to James Tot¬ 
ten’s, and bivouacked there over the night. Early upon Friday morn¬ 
ing the detachment moved from Totten’s up the Laurel Branch in the 
direction of Godfrey’s camp, upon the waters of the Pinnacle Pork of 
Guyandotte. We surprised them at Allen Mylam’s, breakfasting, and 
captured 3 prisoners, 2 horses, and 21 rifles. The detachment imme¬ 
diately moved upon the enemy’s camp at the Pinnacle and found it 
deserted. All their stores, with some cattle, fell into our hands. We 
returned by the Index upon Cage’s Eidge to William Belcher’s and 
bivouacked there upon the night of the 21st instant. Upon the 22d 
we returned to camp. The men deserve great credit for the hardihood 
discovered upon these arduous forced marches. I inclose you a letter 
from Captain Godfrey (Yankee) to the notorious William Walker, of 
Wyoming County, and also a list of his Union company. I think it 
would be well to publish his roll in one of the Eichmond papers. 

B. S. HOUNSHELL. 

[12.] S. P. HALSEY, Adjutant, 


Colonel Waeton, 

Commandingy &€,: 


Headquarters Eig-ht Wma, 

August 23^ 1862, 


Colonel: General Longstreet wishes you to send all your long- 
range guns that may be wanted down to open again. Colonel Lee is 
selecting positions for them, with some guns of his own. Send him 
your long-ranges, as be may want them, and as fast as they are sup¬ 
plied with ammunition. 

Very respectfully, 


[ 12 .] 


G. M. SOEEEL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Oolouel Walton: 


Headquarters, 
August 23,1862. 


Colonel: Our brigades are ordered to move at 4 o’clock in tbe 
morning. If you are ready by daylight it will do. As heretofore, follow 
in the rear of the column. 

Very respectfully, 


[12.J 


G. M. SOEEBL, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generah 


"Hbar Hanover Junction, August 25^ 1862—7 j?. m. 
General G. W. Smith, 

Richmond^ Ya.: 

General: General Hampton puslied his reconnaissance until he met 
the Yankee pickets at Massaponax. He fell in with the sheriff of tbe 
county, a true man, who reported that McClellan had landed at 'Aquia 
Creek with 30,000 men. There were 50,000 at Fredericksburg waiting 
to hear of Pope’s fight, to help him if beaten, to push on to PichmoTKl 
should he succeed. I send you corresponding information of an intel¬ 
ligent gentleman. 

Yours, truly, 

D. H. HILL, 

3Iajor-General. 

[Iiiclosure.3 

Headquarters Bodes’ Brigade, Hill’s Division, 

August 23, 1862. 

Maj. A. Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutcmt-General, D, JET. SilVs Division: 

Major: An intelligent Marylander, who has just passed here, states 
that he was detained on the Potomac in sight of Aquia Greek on 
Wednesday and Thursday last, and that he witnessed the disembarka¬ 
tion of McClellan’s forces at that point. The disembarkation was 
finished about Thursday noon. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. BODES, 

[12.] Brigadier-General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Bo. 199. ) Richmond, August 26, 1862. 

**##*#* 

XX. The Twenty-sixth Eegiment North Carolina Volunteers, under 
Col. Henry K. Burgwyn, is detached from Brigadier-General Eansom’s 
brigade, and will report to Brig. Gen. S. G. French, at Petersburg, 
Va., for duty with the brigade formerly commanded by Brig. Gen. J. G. 
Martin; and General French will detach a regiment from this last-named 
brigade, which will report to General S. Cooper, Adjutant and Inspectoi' . 
General, in this .city, for duty with General Eansom’s brigade. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JBO. WITHEBS, 

[18.J Assistamt Adjutant-General, 
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Hanover Ooert-Hoxtse, Va., August 26^ 1862, 
General G. W. Smith, 

Richmond^ Ya,: 

I have just scouted to three miles of Fredericksburg. !N'o enemy 
nearer than that town; none below for many miles, except on the north 
side of the river. Scouts just returned from Williamsburg. Enemy’s 
rear guard there two days ago. Ij^'umerous transports at Bigler’s 
wharf—-none higher up. Embarkation rapidly progressing. Scouts 
not yet reported from Gloucester nor from King and Queen. I am 
about to call in all my outposts and join General Hampton. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. LUCIUS DAVIS, 

[ll.j Colonel Tenth Cavalry. 


Headquarters Chappin’s Blupp, 

August 27j 1862—3 m. 

General H. A. Wise, 

Commanding Wise’'s Brigade: 

General : The enemy’s fleet is not to be seen from the lowest station, 
Gill’s farm. Vedettes have been sent from there to ascertain the posi¬ 
tion and number of the fleet, and as soon as I receive the information 
I will send it to you. I have no idea that the fleet is above City Point. 
I am, general, very respectfully, 

J. M. MAUEY, 

[11.] Cajgtain^ C. S. Army^ Commanding. 


Gill’s Farm, August 27^ 1862. 

Captain Lee: 

The fleet has anchored between Bermuda Hundred and the mouth of 
the Appomattox. Consists of Monitor, Galena, and two ships of six¬ 
teen guns each, one of ten guns, three small gun-boats, and one 
schooner. 

SMALL, 

Captain, Signal Corps. 


Eeceived at Chaffin’s Bluff at 4.45 p. m. 

[ 11 .] 


J. M. MAUET, 
Captain^ Commanding. 


Drewry’s Blupp, Viroinia, 

August 28^ 1862. 

Secretary op the Kavy, 

Richmond^ Va,: 

The enemy’s fleet have left the anchorage and are moving down the 
river. 

S. S. LEE, 

Captain^ Commanding. 

(Same to General G. W. Smith, Eichmond.) 

[11.] 
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Headquarters Chaffin’s Bluff, 

August 28^ 1862. 

Oapt. J. H. Pearce, 

Assistant Adjutant-Generalj WMs Brigade: 

Captain: I have to state, for the information of General Wise, that 
I have received a dispatch by telegraph that the Federal fleet has left 
its anchorage and is moving down James Eiver. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, 

J. M. MATJEY, 

[ll.J Captain^ 0. 8. Ariny, Commanding. 


Headquarters Chaffin’s Bluff, 

August 29, 1862. 

Oapt. J. H. Pearce, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Wise^s Brigade: 

Captain: I send, for the information of General Wise, the following 
dispatch just received from the lower signal station: ^‘Official. The 
Federal fleet off Harrison’s Bar steamed down James Eiver at 10 a. m., 
and the schooners with them. At 12 m. the fleet was out of sight of 
Berkeley.” 

I am, captain, very respectfully, 

J. M. MAUET, 

[11. ] Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

N^o. 203. ] Biehmond, August 30,1862. 

# # # # # . # # 

XXYII. Col. T. S. Ehett is assigned to the charge of all the artillery 
about Eichmond, the field artillery of the exterior lines as well as the 
heavy artillery of the interior lines of defense. Lieut. James Howard, 
0. S. artillery, with temporary rank of lieutenant-colonel, will report 
to Colonel Ehett for duty in charge of the inner line. Lieut. Col. C. El. 
Lightfoot, of the Provisional artillery, will report to Colonel Ehett for 
duty in charge of the field artillery of the outer lines. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

ED. A. PALFEEY, 

[11.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Battle-field, Aug^ist 30,1862. 

Major-General Lonustreet : 

The commanding general directs that you economize greatly your 
ammunition of all kinds, but especially artillery, as it cannot be 
replaced immediately. 

By order of General Lee: 


[ 12.1 


R. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutcmt-General. 
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Headquarters, 

August 31j 1862. 

Colonel Walton, 

Commanding^ &c.: 

Colonel: General Longstreet wishes you to move your batteries 
after the column this evening at Sudley Ford, halting and i)arking just 
this side of the ford. 

Very respectfully, G. M. SOEEEL, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Get a guide.and take the shortest route to the ford. All the batteries 
that are not with brigades are to be brought on by you. 

Very respectfully, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[12.J Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

August 31, 1862. 

Colonel W Alton, 

Commanding, <fec.: 

Colonel: General Longstreet wishes you to send back at once to 
their brigades all the brigade batteries that you can get at. He also 
wishes your own batteries to be ready to move at a moment’s warning'. 
Very respectfully, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[12.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond, September 1,1862. 

Brigadier-General Wise, 

Commanding at Cliaffln^s Bluff: 

General: I have-just been informed by the Secretary of War that; 
a fleet of three steamers was signaled yesterday coming up the James 
Eiver, supposed to be bound for Aiken’s Landing. If the guard at thaitJ 
point have not already the necessary instructions for such a case, will 
you please have the matter attended to. The landing of irresponsible 
or unauthorized persons should be strictly guarded against, and pre¬ 
cautions taken to prevent the enemy from obtaining information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. SMITH, 

[ll.j Major-General, Commanding.. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond, September 1, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, 

Commanding Brigade at Chaffin’^s Bluff: 

General: In the present reduced state of the number of troops in 
this vicinity, it is necessary to call upon your brigade for a regiment fco 
work upon the lines this side of James Eiver, extending from Chaffin’s 
Bluff. You will please detail a regiment for that purpose, and direcit 
the commander to report to Capt. W. P. Smith, engineer in charge, 

Mrs. Gay’s, on FTew Market road. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[ 11 .] 
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Biohmond, September 2^ 1862. 

To the Senate and House of Eepresentatiyes of the Con¬ 
federate States: 

I have the gratification of presenting to Congress two dispatches 
from General Eobert E. Lee, commanding the Army of Northern Yir- 
ginia, communicating the result of the operations north of the Eappa- 
hannock. From these dispatches it will be seen that God has again 
extended his shield over our patriotic army, and has blessed the cause 
of the Confederacy with a second signal victory on the field already 
memorable by the gallant achievement of our troops. Too much praise 
cannot be bestowed upon the skill and daring of the commanding gen¬ 
eral who conceived, or the valor and hardihood of the troops who exe¬ 
cuted, the brilliant movement whose result is now communicated. 
After having driven from their intrenchments an enemy superior in 
numbers, and relieved from siege the city of Eichmond, as heretofore 
communicated, our toil worn troops advanced to meet another invading 
army re-enforced not only by the defeated army of General McClellan, 
but by the fresh corps of Generals Burnside and Hunter. After forced 
marches, with inadequate transportation, and across streams swollen 
to unusual height, by repeated combats they turned the position of the 
enemy, and forming a junction of their columns in the face of greatly 
superior forces, they fought the decisive battle of the 30 th, the crown¬ 
ing triumph of their toil and valor. 

JEFFBESOK DAYIS. 

[ 12 .] 


SPEoiiJL Obdees, ) Adjt. and Insp. G-enbeal’s Office, 

No. 206. ) Richmond, 8^tember 3,1862. 

XXIII. Brig. Gen. G. J. Eains will report to Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, 
commanding, &c., for assignment to duty at Wilmington, N”. C. 

# # * * * # * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. Y^THEES, 

[18.1 Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 208. ] Richmond^ September 5, 1862. 

# * # * # # * 

VIII. The following companies of Yirginia cavalry will constitute 
the Fourteenth Eegiment Yirginia Cavalry (the tenth company will be 
formed from the surplus numbers of the other companies): Capt. John 
A. Gibson’s company, Capt. James Cochran’s company, Capt. William 
A. Lackey’s company, Capt. E. E. Bouldin’s company, Capt. A. G, 
McChesney’s company, Capt. F. A. Daingerfield’s company, Capt. W. E, 
Preston’s company, Captain Eakle’s company, Captain White’s com¬ 
pany. Col. C. E.* Thorburn and Lieut. Col. E. Augustus Bailey are 
assigned to duty with said regiment, and will report accordingly. 

By command of tke Secretary of War: wiTHEES, 

V-X2,] Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Special Oedebs, ) Abjt. and Insp. G-enbbal’s Office, 

lifo. 209. s Richmond^ September 6j 1862, 

IX. The Fifth Battalion Virginia Volunteers will he disbanded, and 
the men composing the same between the ages of eighteen and thirty- 
five will be enrolled and transferred to the Fifty-third Begiment Vir¬ 
ginia Volunteers. 

m ^ # # # # * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 


[ 12 .] 


JNO. WITHEBS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


OiBouLAR.] Headquarters Bicht Winc, 

September P, 1862, 

This command will move to-morrow morning at 5 o’clock. The troops 
will be in readiness to move promptly at that hour. 

By command of Major-General Longstreet: 

G. M, SOBBEL, 

[19 1 Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Xo. 212. ) Richmond^ September 10^ 1862, 

* # # # # # * 

XXVI. Captain Thornton’s battery Virginia light artillery will 
without delay proceed to Epichmond, Va., and report for duty to Maj- 
Gen. G. W. Smith, commanding, &c. 

##*#*** 


By command of the Secretary of War: 


[18,] 


JXO. WITHEBS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Office of Chief Engineer, 
Department of Xorthebn Virginia, 

September lOj 1862, 

Hon. George W. Bandolph, 

Secretary of War^ Richmond^ Va.: 

Sir : I have the honor to ask your consideration of an importaiat 
question in connection with the obstructions that have been placed in 
the James Biver at Drewry’s Bluff, viz: The leaving of a pass-way for 
our gun-boats and floating batteries to go below the works. It is pos¬ 
sible to provide such a pass-way, to be closed by a movable obstruction 
on the approach of superior naval forces of the enemy; but such an 
arrangement will be by no means so safe as to have all parts of tlie 
work fixed and immovable. A storm or a freshet might occur at tlie 
time when it became necessary to close the opening, rendering it impos¬ 
sible to maneuver the movable parts, or the occurrence of storm or 
freshet might sweep away these less stable parts at any tune prior to 
the hour of danger, and not allow sufficient time to replace them. THo 
replacement in the presence of an enemy would be an impossibUity, 
and under any circumstances would require more time than would oe 
needed to remove a portion of the fixed works sufacient to give passage 
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to a gun-boat, should such passage at any time become of pressing 
importance. My experience in the Western Department convinced me 
that all movable obstructions were not reliable or safe in the Cumber¬ 
land, Tennessee, or Mississippi Eivers; for instance, heavy chains, 
supported by buoys, rafts, or boats; nor can the most massive rafts, 
secured to the firmest anchors, be depended upon. Such works proved 
deceptive at NTew Orleans, Columbus, Ky., and in the Cumberland 
Biver. I am decidedly of the opinion that no pass-way should be 
left through the obstructions at Drewry’s Bluff, and that all parts of 
the work should be fixed in position. If no passage be left, it may be 
asked, why build iron-clad gun-boats and floating batteries at the ship¬ 
yards of Bichmond! Simply because such defenses will be of invalu¬ 
able aid to the land batteries at the Bluff, if placed just above the 
obstructions, while they will be safe from the attacks of any of the 
enemy^s steam rams in the river. Having the fixed, insurmountable 
barrier between them and the enemy’s fleet, they can be maneuvered in 
safety and with certainty, bringing the guns first of one side to bear, 
then of the other. Should a bold, dashing advance enable the enemy to 
come right up to the obstructing works, some of the guns mounted on 
the land batteries would have to be tired at a considerable depression 
to reach their gun-boats. At such a moment the guns of our floating 
batteries and gun-boats would tell with deadly effect. Without their 
presence, an advance such as I have supposed might give the enemy 
serious advantage. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J, F. GrILMBB, 

Lieut Got and Chief Ungineer, B^t of Forthern Virginia, 


[ J^st indorsement.] 

Bespectfully submitted to the President. 

In addition to the considerations here presented, I would suggest that 
the estimated speed of the Bichmond being five knots, it will be well to 
test her capacity for maneuvering before weakening the barrier. It is 
possible that experiment may demonstrate her unfitness for operations 

below the barrier. _ ^ 

Or. W. BAKDOLPH, 

Secretary of War, 

[Second indorsement.] 

Postpone decision until tlie Eichmond is shown to have the needful 
locomotion. ^ 

[18.J 


Waeebnton, September 10,1862. 

President Jbefeeson Davis: 

I have just arrived here. Left Frederick City at noon yesterday. 
General Lee expected that I would meet you and Governor Lowe, and 
gave me dispatches in addition to verbal instructions. The latter 
would be useless, since you have returned to Bichmond. I shall return, 
to the army and forward the dispatches by mail, unless ordered other- 

W. H. TAYLOE, 

Major atid Aide-de-Gamjp. 


[19.] 
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Special Oedebs, ) Adjt. and Insp. Geisteeal’s Oppioe, 

No, 213. 5 Hichmond, S^tember 11,1862. 

XIII. The four companies of cavalry under Lieut. Col. John Oritcher, 
the four companies under Maj* Edgar Burroughs, and the single com¬ 
panies under Captains Xorfleet and A. W. Gantt will be consolidated 
into and form the Fifteenth Regiment Virginia Cavalry, under the fol¬ 
lowing officers: Col. William B. Ball, Lieut. Col. John Critcher, and 
Major Burroughs. Colonel Ball will report for duty to Maj. Gen. G. W. 
Smith, commanding, &Cm Richmond, Va. 

* * # * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[18.] Assistant Adjutant-Oeyi&tah 


Headquabtees Oavaley, 

S^temher 11,1862. 

Major Oeitohee, 

Commanding Fifteenth Battalion: 

Majoe: I have just received instructions to move to Culpeper Court- 
House, and direct that you take command here, which you will do at 
once. You will look out on Potomac and Rappahannock. Keep up 
scouts in the direction of Culpeper Court-House, connecting by that 
move with me. Communicate promptly and fully with General Smitli 
and myself, to be sent to General Lee. You can continue to gather up 
the conscripts and take care of the public property, and I would like 
to see you, if possible, before I leave, some time to-morrow. 

Yours, truly, JOHN E. CHAMBLISS, Je., 

Colonel, Commanding. 

Acknowledge receipt at once. 

[19.] J. R. 0,, JR. 


Heajdquaetees, 

Falls of Kanawha, 8e;ptem'ber 11,1862. 

Hon. G. W. Randolph, 

Secretary of War, Richmond, Ya.: 

After fighting two obstinate contested fights to-day—one at Cotton 
Hill and the other at Gauley—the enemy have been put to flight down 
the Kanawha, and I am now in possession of their former position sut 
Gauley with their wagons, trains, and some stores. The magazine an d. 
many more were burned before they fled. I am crossing the Kanawlxa 
and pursuing the enemy. We took 700 barrels of salt. We hav“e 
taken Camp Gauley and are pursuing the enemy down the Kanawha* 

W. W. LOEING,' 

[19.] Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquaetbes Army of Noetheen Vieoinia, 

Sejgtemher 11,1862 —(S j). m. 

Major-General McLaws, 

Commanding, <&c.: 

General: The day has gone against us and this army wiU go Toy 
Sharpsburg and cross the river. It is necessary for you to abandon 
your position to-night. Send your trains not required on the road to 
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cross the river. Your troops you must have well in hand to unite with 
this command, which will retire by Sharpsburg. Send forward officers 
to explore the way, ascertain, the best crossing of the Potomac, and if 
you can find any between you and Shepherdstown leave Sliepherdstown 
Ford for this command. Send an officer to report to me on the Sharps¬ 
burg road, where you are and what crossing you will take. You will 
of course bring Anderson’s division with yon. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. CHILTON, 

[19.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to Commander Farrand, of the Confederate Navy, 
senior officer in command of the naval and military forces, and Capt. A. Drewry, 
senior military officer, and the officers and men under their command, at Drevrry's 
Bluff, on the 15th of May, 1862. 

Resolved 'by the Congress of the Confederate States of America^ That 
tlie thanks of Congress are eminently due, and are hereby most cor¬ 
dially tendered, to Commander E. Farrand, senior officer in command of 
the combined naval and military forces engaged, and Capt. A. Drewry, 
senior military officer, and the officers and men under their command, 
for the great and signal victory achieved over the naval forces of the 
United States in the engagement on the loth day of May, 1862, at 
Drewry’s Bluff; and the gallantry, courage, and endurance in that pro¬ 
tracted fight, which achieved a victory over the fleet of iron-clad gun¬ 
boats of the enemy, entitle all who contributed thereto to the gratitude 
of the country. 

Resolved further, That the President be requested, in appropriate 
general orders, to communicate the foregoing resolution to the officers 
and men to whom it is addressed. 

Approved September 16,1862, 

[ 11 .] 


Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Office, 

No. 217. ) Richmond, September IG, 1863. 

* * # 
XXIII, Capt. Thomas L. Parish, assistant adjutant-general, Pro- 
Tisional Army, will report to Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, commanding, &c., 
for duty with Brig. Gen. B. H. Bobertson. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

* # 

ED. A. PALFEEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Office, 

Richmond, S^tember 17,1863. 

* # * * » 

VII. The battalion organized by paragraph XXI, Special Orders, 
No. 211, current series, will consist of the following companies, whose 
captains will report for duty to Maj. W. B. Tabb, commanding said bat¬ 
talion: Captains Ellis’, Bossieux’s, Oaiiington’s, Eeed’s. IV^jor Tabb 
will report for duty to Maj, Gen. G. W. Smith, commanding, <&o., in this 

*##*»** 


* # 


[18.] 


Special Oedees, 
No. 218. 

* * 
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XXII. The First Eegimept of South Carolina Cavalry, under Col. J. 
Logan Black, will immediately proceed to the headquarters of the 
Department of Northern Virginia, via Richmond, Staunton, and Win¬ 
chester, Va., and report to General Robert E. Lee, commanding C. S. 
Army, for duty with Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart. 

#*###** 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[18 and 19.] Assistant AdjnfanPOeneraL 


Headquarters, 
BicJimondj September 1862» 

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, 

Commanding Chaffinh Bluff: 

General ; I have just received telegram from General French, dated 
Petersburg, to-day, in which he says there are all told at Old Point, 
including garrison, 2,000. Newport News, one regiment. He also 
states that there are eight regiments of infantry with cavalry and artil¬ 
lery at Suffolk. 

Tours, respectfully, G. W. SMITH, 

[18.] Major- General^ Commanding, 


Colonel Walton, 

Commanding^ cfco.: 


Headquarters, 
September 18^ 1862, 


Colonel : All ordered to the rear at once. Put your batteries on 
the road to Shepherdstown Ford, except one to be left in the main 
street at Sharpsburg for General Stuart’s cavalry (horses heading to 
the rear, rifled guns if possible). Order all cannoneers to walk and have 
all your staff occupied constantly getting everything along. No vehicle 
must double, however, one on another. Please exert yourself and stali 
to the utmost to prevent any delay. 

Very respectfully, 


[19.] 


J. LONGSTREET, 

Major-General. 


Executive Departinient, 

September 20^ 1862. 

Gentlemen of the House of Delegates: 

I have received a resolution, adopted by your honorable body on the 
17th instant, requesting information as to ‘‘the number of troops which 
have been raised and are in service under the act passed at the late 
extra session, entitled ‘An act to authorize a force of 10,000 men to be 
raised for the defense of the Commonwealth,’and in what manner they 
have been organized; also, the amount of money whicli has been 
expended or incurred therefor; and that he further inform the House 
the number of troops which have been raised under his recent procla¬ 
mation calling out the militia in certain counties, the expense attend¬ 
ing the same, and the disposition made of said militia.” 

Before proceeding to respond to the inquiries contained in this reso¬ 
lution, 1 premise that the act authorizing this State force was the result 
of the consideration of the General Assembly without consultation 
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with me. I imderstood that the committee had consulted with the 
President and Secretary of War, and the organization of the force met 
their approbation, and it was so announced by the chairman of the 
committee. When the act was passed I addressed myself zealously to 
its execution, and have endeavored to do so in good faith and with a due 
regard to economy. On the 27th day of June last a proclamation was 
issued by me to the people of Virginia, appealing to them to volunteer 
and raise such a force as would enable General Floyd to recover Western 
Virginia from the dominion of the invader. 

On the 4th day of June, 1862, the Adjutant-General issued the order 
herewith transmitted, directing recruiting and mustering officers to for¬ 
ward their returns to General Floyd at his headquarters, and send 
duplicates to the office of the Adjutant General at Richmond. Returns 
have not been received showing the strength of General Floyd^s com¬ 
mand, but I am informed that he had upward of 2,000 men before he 
left his camp at Abb’s Valley. Additions have been made to his force 
since he reached Logan Court-House, but to what extent I am not able 
to say with certainty. They have been organized into companies, bat¬ 
talions, regiments, and squadrons, as I have been informed. 

Second. Api)endix No. 2 will show that the total amount allowed by 
the auditing board is $491,940.39. Much of this sum has been expended 
for the necessary supplies for the force, and a large portion of these 
-supplies are now on hand and not issued to the troops. The supplies 
on hand have been laid in upon the most favorable terms, and if they 
were put in the market to-day would command in cash three times as 
much as they cost the State. 

Third. The report of Quartermaster Smoot shows that of the sum of 
$187,900 transferred to Oapt. J. B. Goodloe, acting assistant quarter¬ 
master and commissary at Wytheville, the sum of $92,062.78 had been 
expended up to the 15th of September, 1862. How much of the residue 
has been expended by his agents since that date and how much will 
be required to meet contracts anterior to that date I have no means of 
knowing. It may be safely asserted I think that of the amount allowed 
by the auditing board at least $200,000 remains unexpended in the 
hands of the agents of the State. The report of Quartermaster-Gen¬ 
eral Smoot, with accompanying statements and explanations, is here¬ 
with transmitted for your consideration. 

Fourth. No returns have been received at the Adjutant-General’s 
Office of the number of troops raised under the proclamation calling 
out the militia, nor of the expense attending the call, nor of the dispo¬ 
sition made of such of the militia as may have reported to Major- 
General Floyd. The object in raising this State force was to aid in 
recovering the possession of Western Virginia. Salt is an article 
greatly needed, by our people, and if the Kanawha Salt-Works are to 
be made available to us we must have them protected by a suitable 
force. General Floyd is on his way to that point, and if with his force 
he can protect the property and secure for the people of Virginia and 
the Confederacy the supply of salt manufactured at those works he 
will have accomplished a most valuable purpose. 


Respectfully, 


JOHN LETCHER. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


ADJTITANT-GENBRAi’S OPEIOE, 

Richmond, Va., June 4,1862. 

The following General Orders, No. 1, of Maj. Gen. John B. Floyd, is 
to be respected and promptly obeyed by all persons who have received 
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or may receive commissions or appointments to raise companies, bat¬ 
talions, or regiments for tlie line of State troops. The Governor ear¬ 
nestly but confidently appeals to all men who are able to bear aims 
and who are not now in the field to rally to the standard of the State 
under the gallant officer who has been invested with the command of 
her troops. Eecruiting and mustering officers will forward their return s 
to Major-General Floyd, at his headquarters or otherwise as he may 
direct, and send duplicates to this office. Orders for transportation, 
when needed, will be issued here: 

GtEneral Orders, > Headquarters Virginia State Line, 

No. 1. ) Richmond^ May 30, 1863. 

1. The address of many persons proposing to raise companies, &c., for service in 
the Virginia State Line, commanded by Maj. Gen. John B. Floyd, has not been left 
with the Adjutant-General of the State. The authority to do so, if not forwarded to 
said persons, can he-had at the office of the Adjutant-General of the Virginia Forces, 
Richmond. 

2. The persons to whom such authority is giveu are hereby constituted recruitiii g 
and mustering officers for said service. 

3. Such officers will swear and muster into service immediately after their enlist¬ 
ment such persons as enlist. The men thus sworn and mustered will be entitled to 
commutation of rations at the rate of 75 cents per day until rations can he furnishecL 
them in kind. 

4. The points of general rendezvous for the troops of this command are Wytlie- 
ville, Wythe County, Va., and Goddson, Washington County, Va. To these places 
they will be sent as soon after they have been sworn and mustered, and in such niiixi- 
hers as may seem best to the recruiting officer. Transportation will he furnish eel 
them upon the certificate of the recruiting officer that they have been sworn aixcl 
mustered into service. 

5. Recruiting stations will be opened at the following places: Richmond, Petei’S- 
burg, Lynchburg, Staunton; Union,Monroe County, Va.; Fincastle, Charlottesville, 
Farmviile; Hillsville, Carroll County, Va. 

By order of Maj, Gen, John B. Floyd, commanding Virginia State Line: 

WM. E. PETERS, 

Acting Asaisiartt Adjutant-General. 

WM. H. EICHAED80K, 

Adjutant General. 


[Inclosur© No. 2.] 


Quartermaster’s and Commissary Departments—requisitions by L. R. 

Smoot. 

Commissary—rations furnished. 

Pay Department—requisition by^ H. Hill. 

Ordnance Department—requisitions by C. Dimmook. 

Cavalry. 

Infantry accouterments..... 

Miscellaneous—^tin cups, plates, mess pans, fry pans, canteens, iron and 
tin ware, haversacks, knapsacks, work at armory, twine, cotton waste, 
flies and tents, timber, knives and forks, camp kettles, blankets, artil¬ 
lery harness, files, screws, wrenches, musket cones, lead, chlorate pot¬ 
ash, flannel, alcohol, &c... 


$400,000. OO 
1,517. X5 
15, 000. OO 
18, 624. OO 
4,748. 90 
6,300. OO 


45, 750. 34 


recapitulation. 


Quartermaster’s and Commissary Departments. 400,000, OO 

Commissary Department. 1, 517. IS 

Pay Department. 15, 000. OO 

Ordnance Department.. 18,624. OO 

Cavalry . 4, 748. 90 

Infantry accouterments. 6, 300. OO 

Miscellaneous. 45,750.34- 


Total amount allowed by auditing board to September 19, 1862, 
inclusive. 491,940.39 
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[Inclosure No. 3.] 

Quarteemasteb-General’s Oeeice, Virginia Toeces, 

Lynchburg, Fa., September 17, 1862. 
His Excellency John Letcher, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Governor: Eeferring to my letter of tMs date inclosing summary 
statements from this office showing the receipts and expenditures of 
money and property on account of the State troops under Major- 
General Eloyd, I have now to inclose a statement showing the imr- 
chases of property on same account by Oapt. J. B. Goodloe, acting 
assistant quartermaster and commissary of subsistence at Wytheville. 
By reference to statement B from this office, it will be seen that I have 
advanced this officer the sum of $174,900. He reports expenditures, 
on all accounts, to 15th instant, at $92,062.78. A large portion of the 
residue is doubtless in the hands of his agents, expended or to be 
expended by them in the purchase of necessary supplies for the State 
troops—the accounts not being yet reported to Captain G[oodloe] the 
amount thus used and to be used appears as in his hands. On the 
16th instant, at the request of Major-General Eloyd, I appointed Oapt. 
J. F. Alvey an acting assistant quartermaster and commissary to 
accompany the command. Having executed a bond and taken the 
oaths of office, as required by law, I placed in his hands, as requested 
by General E[loyd], the sum of $13,000, applicable to the payment of 
expenses growing out of the movement of the troops. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. R. SMOOT, 

Major and Quartermaster in Charge. 

[Sub-inclosure.] 

Quartermaster-General’s Office, Virginia Forces, 

Lynchburg, Va., September 17, 1862. 

Summary statement showing purchases of property reported by 
Oapt. J. B. Goodloe, acting assistant quartermaster and commissary 
Virginia forces at Wytheville, Va., September 15, 1862, for account of 


State troops under Maj. Gen. J. B. Eloyd. 

###### # 

RECAPITULATION. 

Quartermaster’s Department. $56,247.97 

Commissary Department. 31,002.07 

Expenditures in Quartermaster’s Department other than purchases. 4,812.74 


Total expended. 92, 062.78 

# * # # ^ * 


L. R. SaMOOT, 

Major and Quartermaster in Charge. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 

QuartermasteR'General’s Office, Virginia Forces, 

Lynchburg, Va., September 17, 1862. 
His Excellency John Letcher, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Governor : In obedience to orders received through the Adjutant- 
General’s Office per telegram on the 16th instant, I have the honor to 
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inclose herewith summary statements of the accounts of this office to 
date, as follows, viz: 

A. Summary statements showing the receipts and expenditures "by 
this office on account of State troops commanded by Major-G-eneral 
Floyd, for period ending September 16,1862. 

B. Summary statement showing the advances made to other officers, 
for disbursement on same account and for same period. 

0. Summary statement showing all articles of property and the cost 
of same purchased by this office on same account and for same period- 

D. Summary statement showing all articles of property received 
from other officers and the cost of same, as far as given by this office, 
on same account and for same i^eriod. 

I have the honor be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. E. SMOOT, 

Major and Quartermaster in Charge^ 

[Sub-inclosure A.] 

QXJAltTEETy[ASTEB.-GE]SrEIlAL’S OFFICE, YmOINlA FOEOBS, 

Lynehhurgj Fa., September 16^ 1862. 

Summary statement of receipts and expenditures on account of 
appropriation by the Legislature of Virginia, for raising a volunteer 
force of 10,000 men for the defense of the Commonwealth, to be com. 
manded by Maj. Gen. J. B. Floyd, by Quartermaster-General’s Offioe, 
Virginia Forces, for period ending September 16,1862. 

# # * # * # 

Expenditures, $400,029.25. 

Receipts, $400,029.25. 

# # # * # # 

L. E. SMOOT, 

Major and Quartermaster in OharffO^ 

[S^Lb-inclosure B.] 

Qxjartermaster-Geiotral’s Office, Virginia Forces, 

Lynchburg^ Fa., Sejgtember 16^ 1862^ 

Summary statement of advances by Quartermaster-General Virg’iiiia 
Forces to other officers of the Quartermaster’s Department, for disburse- 
ments on account of State forces under Major-General Floyd, for period 
ending September 16,1862. 

4 ^ « ^ ^ 

Total amount advanced, $187,900. 

# # # # # # ^ 

L. E. SMOOT, 

Major and Quartermaster in Gliarg^^ 


[Sub-inclosnro C.] 


Quartermaster-General’s Office, Virginia Forces, 

Lynchburg^ Fa., September 16^ 1802, 

Summary statement showing all property (and prices paid for sajme] 
purchased and paid for by Quartermaster-General Virginia Foroes 
for the use of State troops under command of Major-General Floyd^ jfoi 
the period ending September 16,1862. 


Total amount expended, $35,112.58. 


L. E, SMOOT, 

Major and Quartermaster in Ghar^/^^ 



Chap. LXIII.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 


625 


[Sub-inclosure D.] 

Qdartbeitaster-Genebal’s Office, Virginia Forces, 

Lynchburg', Va., September 16,1862. 
feuinmary statement stowing all property (and value of same) received 
by Quartermaster-General Virginia Forces from General C. Diminock, 
for the use of State troops under Major-General Floyd. 

«*#*#*# 

Total amount expended, $1,090.02. 


Summary statement showing* all property (and value of same) received 
by Quartermaster-General Virginia Forces from Captain Coghlan, for 
the use of State troops under Major-General Floyd. 

♦ *#**•# 


Total amount expended, $23,168.10. 


[18.] 


L. E. SMOOT, 

Major and Quartermaster in Charge^ 


Headquarters Departjvient of Western Virginia, 

Charleston^ Vet., September 22^ 1862. 

Hon. George W, Eandolph, 

Secretary of War^ Bichmond, Ya.: 

Sir : It is known to you officially and as a citizen of the State that 
nearly one-half of the white people of the State residing in this section 
are unrepresented in the State Legislature, and that the Fourteenth 
Congressional District is likewise unrepresented in Congress on account 
of the resignation of General Jenkins. It is represented to me that 
the Governor, influenced by technical considerations, abstains from 
bestowing the benefits of representation on these people by issuing 
his proclamation, and refers the question to Congress and the Legisla¬ 
ture to remove his scruples and direct his action, by the delay of which 
and the tedious iiroceedings of the law the people fear that the arrival 
of the autumnal freshets, bringing gun-boats and re-enforcements of 
the enemy into the country, may drive me away and these benefits be 
permanently lost to them. Many influential persons from this section 
solicit me to issue my proclamation offering the people protection while 
they conduct these elections at an early day, spontaneously and of their 
own accord, disclaiming, of course, all disposition or intention to dictate 
political action. I thinK it would signalize and complete the successful 
acquisition of the country by arms to restore it back to the State and 
the Confederacy by representation also. The facts that both the 
Legislature and Congress are now sitting, and that a near and vindic¬ 
tive enemy would use every effort to prevent an election held with 
long notice and at a late day, recommend that this action shall be 
taken as soon as possible, I respectfully beg your action and reply on 
this subject at once. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W^. W^, LOEIl^^G, 

[19.] Major-Generalj Commanding. 


40 R R—VOL LI, PT II 
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Eichmond, Septemher 22,1862. 

To the Editobs op the Bnquieek : 

Gentlemen : In an editorial of this morning’s issue of the Enquirer, 
under the heading “ Authentic particulars,” available strength of Gen¬ 
eral E. B. Lee’s army is given as 60,000. I am directed by the Secre¬ 
tary of War to call your attention to this, and to respectfully request; 
that you will, for obvious reasons, avoid giving even approximate state¬ 
ment of the strength of our forces. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

J. S. WHITING, 

[19.] Assistant Adjtitant-General. 


Special Oedees, ) Ad.tt. and Insp. Genbeal’s Oppioe, 

No. 222. 5 Richmond, Va., September 23,1862. 

^ ^ m m m ^ 

XIV. Oapt. M. Dulany BalPs company Virginia cavalry will be reor¬ 
ganized, and the captain is hereby authorized to call for all members of 
said company not transferred to other companies. When the reorgani¬ 
zation is complete, he will report to Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, commanding, 
Eichmond. 

^ ^ # # # # # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[18.] Ansistant Adjutant-Generals 


Speoial Ordebs, ) Abjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 223. i BieJimondy Septemher 186J9^ 

# ^ I 

VIII. Oapt. J. K. Littleton’s company Partisan Bangers will proceed! 
at once to Eichmond, Va., and report to Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, eoxn-I 
manding. « 

*«*«#** 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHBBS, 

[18.] Assistant Adjutant-GenercoZ. 


Headqdaetees Licht Division, 

Oa/tnp Branch, S^tember 24, 186 j3. 

SOLDIEES OP THE LIGHT DIVISION: j 

You have done well and I am well pleased with you. You hiaivej 
fought in every battle fi.'om Mechanicsville to Shepherdstowm andL 
man can yet say that the Light Division was ever broken. You tteldi 
the left at Manassas against overwhelming numbers and saved -fehel 
army. You saved the day at Sharpsburg and at Shepherdstown. 'Y'oti 
were selected to face a storm of round shot, shell, and grape such as 1 
have never before seen, I am proud to say to you that your services art, 
appreciated by our general, and that you have a reputation in this ar-mjl 
whicli it should be the object of every ofiScer and private to sustain, 

A. P. HILL, 1 

[19 .1 Major-Generccl. | 
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Circular.] Hdqrs, Eig-ht Wino, Army of K Yiroinia, 

September 26^ 1862. 

The troops of this command will be in readiness to move at daylight 
to-morrow morning, supplied with two days’ rations in haversacks. 
The order of march will be as follows: Colonel Walton’s reserve artil¬ 
lery; Colonel Lee’s reserve artillery; Hood’s division; Walker’s divis- 
ion; Wilcox’s division; Pickett’s division; Jones’ division; McLaws’ 
division; Evans’ division. As the movement of each command begins 
it will be communicated to the command which immediately follows it 
in the order of march. 

By command of Major-General Longstreet: 

G. M. SOEEBL, 
Assistant AdjntanPGeneral. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Pickett’s Division, 

^^ 0 . 1. J September 26^ 1862. 

Dr. 0. W. Chancellor, Nineteenth Virginia Eegiment, will perform 
the duties of division surgeon. 

By order of Brigadier-General Pickett: 

EG. JOHNSTON, 

[19.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eiohmond, Va., September 27^ 1862. 

Hon. G. W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of War: 

The undersigned Senators and Eepresentatives fi:om the State of 
North Carolina do most respectfully ask, if deemed consistent with the 
public interest, that the State be erected into a separate and distinct 
military department. Its large water frontier and the numerous 
avenues by which hostile advances may be made into the interior, 
threatening the safety of its important railways, as well as the pro¬ 
tection of a large, populous, and grain-producing region, require, in our 
opinion, the constant vigilance and undivided attention of a military 
commander. We beg further to suggest the name of Brig. Gen. J. J. 
Pettigrew for the position, an officer who, besides his high qualifications 
for the office, is identified with the interests of the State and possesses 
the full confidence of the people. 

W. T. DORTCH. 

O. E. KENAN. 

W. LANDEE. 

B. S. GAITHER. 

GEO. DAVIS. 

A. T. DAVIDSON. 

W. N. H. SMITH. 

R. E. BEIDGEES. 

THO. S. ASHE. 

THO. D. MCDOWELL. 


[First indorsement.] 

Respectftilly submitted to the President. 

The Secretary has had an interview with these gentlemen since this 
letter was written. He informed them that the union of North Carolina, 
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the portion of Virginia south of James Eiver and extending somewhat 
to the westward of Petersburg, was desirable, and it enabled the general 
in command to concentrate a large force in a shorter time than would 
be effected by a divided command; thatit avoided the evils of a divided 
command, and that the department, being equally threatened by the 
enemy at Suffolk, should be united in its means of resistance; that 
General Pettigrew was ranked by brigadiers on duty in Korth Carolina, 
and could not be assi^ed to the command without removing a major- 
general and three brigadiers. They seem satisfied, but, as I informed 
them that I should consult you, I lay their letter before you. 

G. W. RANDOLPH, 

Secretary of War, 

[Second indorsement.] 

OOTOBER 1, 1862. 

Secretary of War: 

The advantage of unity of action by the forces south of James Eiver 
and north of Wilmington, its defenses inclusive, is so obvious as to 
require only to be stated. The headquarters of the commander must 
depend on the xjosition and movements of the enemy. It was not to 
be expected that the necessities of that part of the district which is in 
North Carolina would be overlooked by the commander who had so 
long and zealously labored to defend the harbor of Wilmington and its 
railroad connections. 

J. D. 

[18.] 


War Department, C. S. A., 
Richmond, September 27,1862, 

Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, 

Commandingj cfco., Richmond^ Ya,: 

Sir: You will make a requisition, addressed to the presiding justices 
of the counties of Campbell, Amherst, Bedford, Eockbridge, and Bote¬ 
tourt, for such numbers of able-bodied male free negroes, between tlie 
ages of eighteen and thirty-five years, as the president and.directors 
of the James Eiver and Kanawha Company may deem proper aucL 
expedient, to be employed on the canal as one of the necessities of tli© 
military service. You will send the requisition to Col. T. H. Ellis, 
president of the James Eiver and Kanawha Canal Company. 
Respectfully, 

GEO. W. RANDOLPH, 

- Secretary of War, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond^ September 28,1862, 

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, 

Commanding, cfic,, Reninsula: 

General: Yours of the 21st is received. Be vigilant and careful. 
Don’t bring on a doubtful contest. But I know you will bear in mind 
the whole condition of affairs and previous instructions. My object in 
writing at present is to say that the companies of the Thirteenth Vir¬ 
ginia Cavalry, now with you, under Major Belsches, are much needed, 
at Culpeper Court-House and beyond, with their regiment. As soon 
as you can possibly dispense with their services, order Major Belsches 
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to move, with his companies, to Culpeper Court-House and report to 
Col. J. B. ChamblisSj commanding the regiment at that point or in the 
vicinity, sending copy of your order to Major Melton, adjutant-general. 
It is not intended that you should cripple or materially embarrass your 
own movements by detaching this cavalry, but to explain the necessity 
for their services on another point, and insxtre that there shall be no 
delay that can be avoided. We have news from Winchester of the 
21st, by telegraph from Staunton, to-day: ‘^The enemy crossed 10,000 
men over the river at Shepherdstown. Was immediately attacked by 
Jackson’s corps and routed. Their loss very heavy, ours slight. Quite 
a number of arms taken. Jackson recrossed into Maryland. Signed, 
H. B. Davidson, colonel, Provisional Army of the Confederate States.” 
The New York Herald of last Saturday says they (the enemy) lost 5,000 
prisoners at Munfordville, Ky., and McClellan’s dispatch of Friday last 
says: “We (the enemy) may safely claim a victory,” Bather modest 
for him, alluding to the fight at Sharpsburg of Wednesday last. The 
telegram from Davidson is later. I hope to hear from you often and in 
detail. General French found the enemy re-enforced at Sufiblk and 
expecting him. Accordingly, under my instructions, most of his forces 
were withdrawn, leaving only a strong reconnoitering party on the 
Blackwater and between that point and Suffolk. 

Bespectfully and truly, yours, 

G. W. SMITH, 

[18.] Major-General^ Commanding, 


[September 29,1862.] 

His Excellency Z. B. Vance, 

Raleigh, A. 0 .: 

Dear Sir : Inclosed is the proceedings of a public meeting held at 
Jacksonville on the 27th instant, which I have been directed to forward 
you. Pursuant to an adjourned meeting of the citizens of Onslow 
County, held at Jacksonville on the 2d of September, 1862, Owen Hug¬ 
gins, chairman, and A. J. Johnston, secretary. The chairman having 
called the meeting to order, when J. H. Foy, esq., explained to the 
meeting what H, Jasper Etheridge and John Shepard, the committee 
appointed at the first meeting directing them to call on you to extend 
to the citizens of Onslow County aid in keeping the enemy from over¬ 
running Onslow. Mr. Foy said he and Jasper Etheridge and John 
Shepard had waited on you and asked aid to protect Onslow, and 
that you had done all iu your power at that time, not having any forcjj* 
at your command. The chairman appointed the following gentlemei] 
committee to draft resolutions expressive of the sentiments of the < 
zens of this county, viz, J. H. Foy, esq., A. J. Murrill, and O.j 
Sanders, who, after retiring a short time, submitted the follow 
resolutions, which were adopted by acclamation: 

First. Beaolved, That Onslow County has been loyal, patriotic, and true 
Confederate Government and State government, and that out of a voting 
tion of 1,000 she has sent to the field In this war 700 soldiers. 

Second. JResolued, That while we know that the battles of Virginia are the 
of North Carolina, and that in these battles Onslow County has furnished foi 
panies to aid our sister State, we nevertheless remember that these men 
lighting on the soil of Virginia have left behind them, in many cases, wives, 
ters, and mothers, homes and property, and that the Confederate Governmj 
not put forth the strong arm of military power sufiScient to protect thr^ 
homes, and property of the absent soldier or the domiciled citizen. 

Third. Besolved, That access to the seashore on account of salt is val 
counties of the east, as well as to the whole State, and Onslow being w: 
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Atlantic Ocean for a distance of forty miles and lier valuable salt-works are addi¬ 
tional reasons for her defense and of her value to the State and the Confederacy. 

Fourth. JResolvedj That in point of wealth, soil, and products Onslow is not sur¬ 
passed but by few, if any, counties in the State. Independent of her vast quantities 
of naval stores, fish, oysters, and salt, we had at the last assessment 3,538 slaves, ^ 
valued at the low rate of $300 each, which is $1,061,400. Her area is 297,281 acres ox ? 
land, valued at $714,759. Her average crop of com is 60,000 barrels of five bushels ' 
each. ' 

Fifth. Resolved, That we call upon the State and Confederate Governments to pro- ^ 
tect us from the incursions of the enemy. 

Sixth. Resolved, That to abandon all that portion of North Carolina east of tlie * 
Wilmington and Weldon Railroad by the military authorities would, in the judg- ^ 
ment of this meeting, be to abandon one-third of the slaves in the State, if not one . 
third of the population, and the richest and fairest portion of North Carolina. We 
therefore recommend the Governor to convene the Legislature at an early day and. 
request that body to provide for State defenses by a levy of 8,000 or 10,000 soldiers. 

It is better to defend the porch than the altar, the door than the hearthstone. 

Seventh. Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be sent our Senators and. 
Representatives in the Confederate Congress, with a request that they be laid before 
that body, and also, should the General Assembly meet soon, as we believe it ough-t 
to, that the secretary of this meeting furnish the members from this county with a 
copy of these proceedings that they may be laid before the Legislature. 

The thanks of the meeting were tendered to the chairman and secre¬ 
tary, and on motion the meeting adjourned sine die. 

O. HUGGINS, 

Chairman. 

A. J. JOHNSTON, 

Secretary. f 

[First indorsement.] 

ExECTJTIYE DEPARTlvrENT OP NORTH CAROLINA, \ 

Raleigh^ October 10^ 1862. 

The within resolutions of citizens of Onslow County, N, C., calling 
upon me to convene the State Legislature and organize an army for i 
State defense, are respectfully referred to President Davis, with tire 
hope that he will earnestly consider our condition in Eastern Nortti i 

Carolina and do all that can be done to avoid such a result, it being I 

the desire of the Governor to avoid coming into conflict with the act f 
of Congress if possible. 

Z. B. YANOB. 

[Second indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 

Richmond, October 15,1862* • 

In view of the large and increasing numbers of the enemy at Suffolk:, ; 
threatening Weldon and North Carolina, as well as Petersburg axxd ’ 
Eichmond, it has been deemed best to concentrate our forces in posi- j 
tion to offer effective resistance. Others have been concentrated for 
instruction. Under existing circumstances it is not practicable or 
advisable to station a large number of troops in Onslow County, bat; I 
have requested General French to send a small force there for the pur- f 
pose of preventing marauding and protecting private property, as soon j 
as they are suflaciently instructed to be efficient. The Governor, Leg- | 
islature, and people of North Carolina may rest assured that every¬ 
thin g* in our power will be done to protect and defend the State. 
Eespectfully submitted. 

G. W. SMITH, { 

|j[8.J Major-General, Commanding., ] 
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EicmiOND, September 30,1862. 

Colonel Oeitohee: 

If you have not already done so, send a company of cavalry at once, 
with orders to scout thoroughly the country intervening between the 
head of York Eiver and your present right, thus connecting your right 
with Colonel Shingler’s left upon the lower Pamunkey. Make arrange¬ 
ments so that important information may be promptly sent to these 
headquarters via the nearest telegraph station. Let me hear from you, 

C. W, SMITH, 

[18.] Major-General, Commanding. 


Gbneeax, Orders, ) Headquarters Eight Wing, 

f Arm y of Northern Virginia, 

No. 40. ) October 3,1862. 

Oapt. Osmun Latrobe, assistant adjutant-general, is announced as 
assistant inspector-general of this command. He will be obeyed and 
respected accordingly. 

By command of Major-General Longstreet: 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[19 1 Assietant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, 


Headquarters Eight Wing, 

Arm y of NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

No. 41. \ October 4,1862. 

I. Company commanders will be held to a strict accountability for 
aU arms, equipments, and ammunition that may, be issued to them. 
They will, by frequent inspections, ascertain what has been lost or 
■destroyed, and charge upon the next muster or payroll all arms, equip¬ 
ments, and ammunition to the individual who may lose or destroy the 
same. Soldiers must understand that their ammunition must only be 

used against the enemy. ^ j. v 

II. Guards or other armed parties will not be permitted to discharge 

their pieces in the vicinity of camp. . . 

III. OfiScers and soldiers will remain in the immediate vicmity ot 
their troops. Written authority from the brigade commander must be 
had to leave the brigade camp, and like authority from the division 
commander will be required to pass the lines of this army corps. 

By command of Major-General Longstreet: c,i-.oTDTnT 

(jr» JM. oUKxCiJliij, 

j Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, 


Headquarters Eight Wing, 

Army of Northern Virginia, 

No 43. ) October 4,1862. 

Sure. Eandolph Barksdale, C, S. Army, is announced as medical 
inspector. He wUl at once proceed to a rigid and thorough inspection 
of the medical department of this command. 

By command of Major-General Longstreet: ^ SOEEEL 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Bivouac isteab Winchester, Va., October 5, 1862. 
His Excellency Z. B. Vance, 

Raleigh^ V. <7. : 

Your Excellency : In accordance with the unanimous desire of my 
officers and men I beg leave, sir, to return to you the colors intrusted to 
M by the State of S’orth Carolina at the commencement of this contest. 
When the regiment was first attached to the army before Richmond the 
Confederate battle-flag was issued to it and all other colors ordered to be 
discarded. Previous to the battles in Maryland, however, our colonel, 
at the request of both officers and men, once more unfarled our Nortli 
Carolina colors, a special guard was detailed for its defense, and, in 
addition to our battle-flag, carried this into the engagement at Sharps- 
burg. This is the only one in which it has ever been, and it bears evi¬ 
dence in its folds that it was in the very thickest, while our list of killed 
and wounded shows that we did not faO in our trust. Two of its 
bearers were killed and as many seriously wounded, yet not once were 
its folds allowed to touch the ground, and we have the satisfaction of 
knowing that it never left the field until we received orders from those 
in authority to withdraw. We have flattered ourselves that it is worthy 
of a place among the relics of which the State may be proud, and we 
send it to you, sir, desiring that it may be kept ever sacred to the 
memory of those who fel} upon the battle-field of Sharpsburg while 
engaged in the defense of home and liberty. I intrust the colors, 
together with a report of the engagement and a list of casualties, to 
Lieut. John P. S. Van Bokkelen; and, in the name of my officers and 
men, 

Am, sir, most respectfully, 

S. D. THEUSTON, 

[19.] Major Third North Carolina State Troops, Commanding. 


Special Orbers, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

233. i Richmond, October 6‘, 1862. 

* * m * * * * 

XXVI. Maj. H. E. Peyton, assistant adjutant-general, Provisional 
Army, will report for duty to General Robert E. Lee, commanding 0. S. 
Army, near Winchester, Ya. 

^ m m 

By command of the Secretary of War: , 

JKO. WITHERS, 

[10.] Assistant Adjutant-General., 


War Department, Enoinber Bureau, 

Richmond, Va., October 6,1862. 

Hon. G. W. Randolph, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: In reply to your indorsement calling upon the Engineer Bureau 
to report what has been done iu the way of defense on the rivers of 
Eastern Virginia and Eastern North Carolina, I respectfully submit 
tlie following: Without entering into detail, which is not desired, it is 
sai‘e to say that the most important of these rivers is well defended, 
while something has been done on all or nearly all of them. Tlie 
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attention of the Bureau has been and now is directed to the subject, 
and it is proposed to assign at an early day additional engineer 
officers, whose duty it will bo to examine and report on the proper 
defenses and proceed without delay to their construction. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. GILMER, 

[18.] Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief JEngineer Bureau, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

^ 0 .234. ) Biehmondj October 7, 186^, 

XIX. The six unattached companies of Virginia cavalry serving with 
the brigade formerly commanded by Brig. Gen. B. H. Robertson will 
be organized into the Seventeenth BattaUon Virginia Oavahy, under 
Lieut. Col, O. R. Funsten. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHERS, 

[19.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Richmond, Va., October 10,1862, 

Governor John Letcher, 

Richmond, Va,: 

Governor: In accordance with an act passed by the Legislature of 
Virginia October 3,1862,1 have the honor to call upon Tour Excellency 
for 4,500 negroes to be employed upon the fortifications. Inclosed you 
will find a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Gilmer, chief of the Engineer 
Bureau, suggesting the counties on which the call should be made and 
the appointment of the draft among them, together with suggestions as 
to the manner of delivering the slaves to Engineer Bureau, all of which 
is submitted for your consideration. It is unnecessary to call Tour 
Excellency’s attention to the importance of a prompt and efficient 
response to this call, in view of the necessity of completing the works 
for the defense of Richmond, 

Very respectfully and truly, 

JEFFERSOX DAVIS. 


[Inolosure.] 

Wab DbpaetmBnx, Encheteeb Btibeau, 

Biehmond, F«., October 8,1862. 

Hon. G-. W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of Wa/r: 

SiE: I have the honor to suggest, in accordance with an act passed 
by the Legislature of Virginia October 3,1862, that His Excellency the 
President of the Confederate States be respectfully requested to submit 
to His Excellency the Governor of Virginia a call on the following 
counties for the number of slaves, respectively, placed opposite their 
names. The counties specified are those which have famished none, or 
only a portion of the legal draft, and in the judgment of this Bureau, 
from evidence in its possession, are those justly subject to the first call. 
Due allowance has been made for the slaves already furnished, and it 
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is suggested that their owners be exempted from further call at this 
time. To keep the records correctly, procure the negroes promptly, 
and preyent confusion, it would be well for agents of the counties to 
accompany and deliver the slaves in Eichmond, corner of Eighteenth 
and Cary streets, to the Confederate agent, who will then and there 
receipt for the slaves and pay the expenses of such agents. Eailroad 
companies should be duly notified at least three days beforehand, that 
the necessary transportation may be furnished without delay. 


COUNTIES CALLED ON. 


Amherst. 

Pittsylvania... 
Buckingham .. 

Albemarle. 

Appomattox..., 
Prince Edward 

Campbell.. 

Cumberland..., 


260 

580 

300 

540 

180 

320 

400 

210 


Nelson. 190 

Louisa. 350 

Fluvanna. 140 

Charlotte. 230 

Halifax. 350 

Bedford. 450 


Total number called for.4,500 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. GILMER, 

[18.] Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Lngiheer. 


Executive Department, 

Richmond^ Fa., October 11,186J2, 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States: 

Sir: Your letter of yesterday, making a requisition for 4,500 slaves 
to be employed upon the fortifications, in conformity with the act of the 
Virginia Legislature of the 3d instant, has been received. The call has 
been made upon the counties designated by Lieutenant-Colonel Gilmer, 
Chief Engineer of the Engineer Bureau, and the number of slaves 
apportioned as he suggests. The attention of the county courts has 
been called to his suggestions as to the manner of delivering the slaves, 
and the counties have been requested to respond to the requisition 
promptly. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN LETCHER. 

[18.] 


Headquarters, 
Eichmo7id, October 11, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, 

Commanding, <&c., Ohaffin^s Bluff: 

General : It is of great importance that the additional works for 
the defense of ChafBin’s Bluff should be completed in the shortest pos¬ 
sible time. Arrangements have been made for sending some 200 
negroes to press forward this work, but to do it we have had to take 
them from other important points. One-half of Daniel’s brigade is at 
work every day, and about the same proportion have the unattached 
regiment on other points. I have to request that you will put as large 
a detail as you can upon your lines. We will give you all the aid in 
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our power. The work should be pressed to completion in the shortest 
possible time. Work on winter quarters should be suspended until 
this is through with. I do not name any particular force, satisfied that 
you and your command will do all in your power to get ready to meet 
and account for all comers. I shall feel much relieved when I hear 
that the contemplated works are finished, and take this occasion to 
thank you for calling attention to it. I nave seen the Secretary of 
War in reference to your proposal for forming a regiment of the Fifty- 
ninth, Twentieth, and Tabb’s battalion, and am satisfied that your rec¬ 
ommendation will be approved by him and the orders issued at an early 
day. I send this by Capt. W. P. Smith, of the Engineers, who will 
confer with you with regard to the works. 

Eespectfully and truly, yours, 

G. W. SMITH, 

[18. ] Major- General^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Eight Wing, Army of Kortheen Virginia, 

October lA 

Brigadier-General Walker, 

Gommandingy &c.: 

General : In reply to your communication of this date, I am directed 
to say that the major-general commanding desires you to continue the 
destruction of the railroad to a point some two miles below the bridge 
over the Opequon. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

’ G. M. SOEEBL, 

[X 9 ^j Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs. Eight Wing, Army of ISTorthern Virginia, 

’ [October 12,1862.] 

Brig. Gen. 0, M. Wilcox, 

Commanding Division: 

General: I have the honor to notify you that the major-general 
commanding designs to review your division to morrow aftemcmn at 3 
o’clock. The review will be witnessed by the Hon. Francis Lumley, 
member of Parliament, and other English gentlemen,- and it is desired 
that the men be made to present as fine an appearance as practicable. 
To this end the general commanding desires you to organize your 
division into four good brigades, composed of the best drilled and 
clothed men. General Pickett has been directed to furnish one full 
brigade of his best troops for the occasion, which will be reviewed in 
connection with and as a portion of your division, the commanding 
officer reporting to you for that purpose. The division to be reviewed 
will thus consist of five brigades. I am instructed to say that your 
artillery need not appear on the field on this occasion. j. * 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 

servant, ^ SOEEEL, 

j Assistant Adjutant-General* 
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Hdqrs. Eig-ht WiNa, Army op Northern Yiroinia, 

Oetoher 16 j 1862. 

Maj. Gen. L. MoLaws, 

Gommanding, &c.: 

General: The major-general commanding desires you to send a 
party to the railroad to relieve that of Brigadier-General Walker at 
present engaged in destroying the road. The work of destruction 
should be continued to the point that General Jackson’s party has 
destroyed. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[19.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Eight Wing, Army of Northern Virginia, 

October 16,1862. 

Brig. Gen. J. B, Hood, 

Commanding Division: 

General: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
direct that you move the two brigades of your division (Anderson’s 
and Benning’s) which have shown indications of the existence of small¬ 
pox to Cedar Creek, and put'them on good, healthy camps on that 
stream and on its branches. The best point will be on the back road 
toward Staunton, and well off from the road. It is, of course, expected 
that every sanitary precaution that a good selection of camp and 
thorough policing insures will be taken by the commanding officers. 
The general commanding desires also that the Seventh Georgia Volun¬ 
teers, recently sent back, should be moved in the direction above indi¬ 
cated, but not too near the two brigades. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[19.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Eight Wing, Army of Northern Virginia, 

October 16,1862—11 jg. m. 

Captain Eshleman, 

Commanding Battalion Washington Artillery: 

Captain : The major-general commanding directs that you have your 
command ready to move to-morrow at daylight. Wagons will be loaded 
ready to move at that hour. Three days’ rations of bread will be cooked, 
if you have that quantity on hand. Your men had better begin cooking 
early 5 certainly not later than 3 o’clock. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[19.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, 
No. 244. 

# * 


Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Richmond, October 18, 1862. 
m m * # * * 


XXV. The two companies of the Twentieth Virginia Volunteers 
serving in the brigade of Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise and Maj. W. B. Tabb’s 
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battalion Virginia Volunteers are attached to and made part of the 
Fifty-ninth Eegiment Virginia Volunteers. An election for field ofllcers 
of said regiment will be forthwith held. 

XXVI. The companies composing the battalion under Maj. G. M. 
Edgar, in General Echols’ command, are detached from the Fifty-ninth 
Eegiment Virginia Volunteers and will be organized into a separate 
battalion. An election for field officers of said battalion will forthwith 
beheld. 

* * * * * # # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNTO. WITHEES, 

[16 and 18.] Assistant Adjutant^General. 


Headquarters Fourth Brioade, 
Onedialf Mile West of Martinsbnrg^ October 21^ 1862. 
General A. P. Hill, 

Commanding Light Division: 

General : I am now in camp cooking rations, and have been ordered 
by General Jackson to rejoin you as soon as I finish. I do not know 
your whereabouts. Please send me the necessary information to enable 
me to join you without delay, and also what disposition I had best make 
of the wagons. I was told by General Jackson I had better send them 
to the right after passing the Opequon. 

Eespectfully, . 

JAMES H. LAKE, 
Oolonelj Commanding Brigade. 

What disposition must we make of our sick There are some reported 
by the surgeons as unfit for duty and unable to march. We have sent 
off all our ambulances (two only) with sick and have no transportation. 


Headquarters, 
Bichmondy October 25y 1862. 

Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise, 

Commandingy dbc.. Chaffing Bluff: 

General: Colonel Ball has been ordered to report to you in person 
to-day for instructions. You will move to-morrow morning at daylight 
or as soon thereafter as possible. My ordnance officer has instructions 
to procure the arms you ask for provided the Ordnance Department can 
furnish them. I will send further instructions in regard to the object, 
&c., of the expedition before the time of your starting. 

. Eespectfully and truly, yours, 

G. W. SMITH, 

, [18.] Major-General. 


. Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Ofeicb, 

NTo. 251. ) Bichmondy October 27y 1862. 

# # # # ^ ^ # 

' XII. Col. J. D. Imboden, First Eegiment Virginia Partisan Eangers, 
is authorized to organize his cavalry into a battalion, commanded by a 
major, and to raise four additional companies of infantry, and by unit¬ 
ing them with his present infantry force to complete a regiment of ten 
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companies of infantry. He is also autliorized to organize and muster 
into the service sach other companies of infantry as lie may be able to 
organize, &c., before the 1st of December next, all the new companies 
to be raised on the same conditions as those already mustered into the 
service. 

# # # # # # # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[ 19. J Assistant A djutanp General. 


hTAVY Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond^ Oetoher 28^ 1862. 

Hon. Gr . W, Eand'olph, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: We can complete iron-clad boats for defenses of the ISTorth Car¬ 
olina waters and build floating batteries in them, if we can procure 
iron; and I submit to you the question of removing the iron from the 
Portsmouth and Weldon or the hTorfolk and Petersburg road. If your 
Department can dispense with the use of either or both roads in mili¬ 
tary defenses, I will at once proceed to remove the iron. Be pleased 
to let me have your views as early as practicable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. E. MALLOEY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

[Indorsement.] 

October 29, 1862. 

Inform the honorable Secretary that orders have been repeatedly 
issued to remove the iron of these roads, but that the pressure of the 
enemy has so far rendered their operations impracticable. 

G. W. EANDOLPH, 

[IS.] Secretary of SWar. 


Eichmond, Va., October 28, 1862. 

General E. E. Lee, 

(Jommanding, &c., Salem: 

(Via Eapidan, Va.) 

Dispatch of 27th received. Congratulate you upon events recited. 
Letters of 23d and 24th received to-day. The re-enforcements asked 
for by you have been sent forward, and the cavalry to which you refer 
particularly should have joined you by this time. General Pemberton 
left here :folly possessed of my views, and charged to communicate^ 
them to you. 

JEFFEESOISf DAVIS. 

[19.J 


Special Obdees, ) Adjt. and Insp. G-bnbkal’s Oppioe, 

'So. 264. 5 Biohmon4, October 5(9, 1862. 

######* 

V. Maj. J. L. Cross, assistant adjutant-general, Provisional Army, 
will report for duty to Maj. Gen, G. W. Smith, commanding, &c., in 
this city. 
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yi. Oapt. 0. M. SelpL., assistaiiit adjutant-general, Provisional Army, 
■will report for duty to Ool. T. H. Taylor, in this city. 

# # # # # # 

By command of tlie Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[18.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hdqus. Eight Wing, Army of I^orthebn Virginia, 

October 30^ 1862. 

Brigadier-General Pendleton, 

Commandingj &c.: 

General : I am directed to say that General Longstreet’s last divis¬ 
ion will move early to-morrow. If your command moves the next day 
it will be in good time and at good distance from his corps. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[19.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General^s Office, 

Ko. 255. j Richmond^ October 31j 1862. 

#*#*#*# 

XXI. Brig. Gen. W. H. 0. Whiting, Provisional Army, will report in 
person at the War Department. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

118.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Arty. Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, 

N'ovember I, 1862. 

General Lee, 

Commanding: 

General: In reply to your note of the 27th ultimo, desiring of me 
a statement of captains of batteries who had distinguished themselves 
in the recent battles, and also of the number of artillery field ofiScers to 
which this army is entitled, allowing one brigadier-general for every 
eighty guns, one colonel for every forty guns, one lieutenant-colonel for 
every twenty guns, and one major for every sixteen, I have the honor 
to report that I have not been able to obtain the reports from the 
several divisions as yet, for which I sent on receiving your note, and 
must therefore rely upon data furnished you some time since. On the 
delicate question of special distinction, where nearly all have done well 
in proportion to opportunity, it is requisite to speak with great caution. 
In endeavoring to comply with your wish on the subject, I beg to be 
understood as only approximating justice, and I would ask toward cor¬ 
recting errors and supplying omissions other sources of information 
may be sought. So far as I have the means of judging, I venture to 
suggest the following list as presenting about what strikes me as the 
relative grade of distinction recently earned by artillery captains: 
Captains Carter, Virginia; Eeilly, Forth Carolina;-Braxton, Virginia; 
Maurim Louisiana; E. C. M. Page, Virginia; Eead, Georgia; Bachman, 
South Carolina; Poague, Virginia; Bondurant, Alabama; Hardaway, 
Alabama; Pry, Virginia; Lane, Georgia (general reserve); Pegram, 
Virginia; Caskie, Virginia. Besides Ool. S. D. Lee^s reserves, Captains 
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Moody, Jordan, Rliett, Woolfolk, Eubank; Walton’s battalion, Cap¬ 
tains Squires, Miller, and Eshleman, there are with this army, with 
General Longstreet’s wing, 24 batteries, containing 108 guns; in 
General Jackson’s wing, 25 batteries, 112 guns; in General Stuart’s cav¬ 
alry command, 3 batteries, containing 16 guns; in all, CO batteries, con¬ 
taining 284 guns. This allows 3 brigadier-generals, 7 colonels, 11 
lieutenant-colonels, and 18 majors. Should you desire further particu¬ 
lars, it will give me great pleasure to furnish them as soon as I can get 
returns from the divisions. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. N. PENDLETON, 

[19.] Brigadier-General^ c&c. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Artillery Corps, 

No. —, ) N'oremher 1, 1662. 

This command will be put in motion to-day at 1 p. m. Olhcers com*, 
manding the several battalions will have the requisite arrangements 
made. Major Nelson’s battalion will lead, Major Moore’s will follow, 
and Colonel Cutts’ bring up the rear. The wagon train of each battal¬ 
ion will foUow its battalion. As there will be a few difficult places, 
each battalion will detail ten or twelve men to accompany its wagon 
train to help along the wagons at the difficult places. On the march 
there can be allowed no wandering off of officers or men under any pre¬ 
text. ' Bach detachment must keep with its own gun; the guns and 
caissons must not be loaded with baggage, nor must the men ride unless 
sick and by permission of the battalion commander. At difficult places 
cannoneers must aid at the wheels. 

By order of Brig. Gen. W. N. Pendleton: 

D. D. PENDLETON, 

[19.] Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Yalley District, 

November 1862, 

Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill, Commanding, <&c,: 

General: General Jackson directs me to inform you that General 
J. E. Jones has been directed to take up an encampment on the Win¬ 
chester turnpike, four or five miles from Berryville, but to report to yon 
before moving his troops. You will retain him in his j^resent position 
until such hour in the evening as you may deem necessary and notify 
him when you are willing for him to move. General Early with bis 
division has gone to the vicinity of Millwood, If the enemy advance 
upon you to-day please notify at once, sending the courier to Millwood, 
requiring whoever is sent to enter Millwood by way of the turnpike 
from Berryville, where will be some one to indicate General Jackson’s 
position. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A, S. PENDLETON, 

[19.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Riuht Wing, 

> Army oe Northern Ytruinia, 

No. 45. ) Near Culpeper Gozirt-Ho^ise^ November 1862, 

Maj. John H. Chichester, commissary of subsistence, at his own rc- 
auest. is relieved from dutv as commissarv of this command and will 
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report to Lieut. Ool. E. G. Cole, cliief commissaryof subsistence, Army 
of Kortbern Virginia. The duties of his office will be assumed by Maj. 
Thomas Walton, commissary of subsistence, who will report to Maj. E. 
J. Moses, chi^f commissary, Eight Wing, Army of N’orthern Virginia. 
By command of Major-General Longstreet: 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[19-] Assista7it Adjutant^General. 


Headquarters, JSfovemher ,o, 

Ool. J. E. Chambliss, 

Commanding Gamlry^ d^c.: 

Colonel: If it is necessary you must re-enforce your command at 
and near Warrenton. That place should not be given up unless the 
enemy is known to be in such force as to make it untenable. You 
might re-enforce your cavalry with cavalry and artillery, so as to hold 
the place against an advance of cavalry. If you can get 500 cavalry 
at any one point, it should be enough for any force that can be brought 
to operate against you—that is, if all probability of a surprise is guarded 
against. Every effort must be made consistent with the safety of your 
command to ascertain the force of the enemy in your front and his 
intentions. If it be necessary move all of your cavalry to the front, 
and your section of artillery. Feel the enemy whenever and wherever 
you can find him. 

Very respectfully, 

J. LONGSTEBET, 

[19.] Major- General^ Coimnanding. 


Hdqrs. Eight Wing, Army of NTorthern Virginia, 

November 5, 1SG2. 

Major-General McLaws, 

Commanding Division: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you cause 
Captain McCarthy with his section of artillery to proceed at once to 
Brandy and report for duty to Col. John E. Chambliss, commanding 
cavalry. The other section of his battery is there, and will be united 
under his command if consonant with the exigency of the command 
there. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[ 19.] Assistant Adjxitant- General. 


Hdqrs. Eight Wing, Army of Northern Virginia, 

November 5, 1862. 

Brigadier-General Hood : 

General: The major-general commanding desires you to make a 
good examination of the fords behind you on the Eapidan and Eobert- 
son Eivers and report the result of the same as soon as made. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

(Similar letter to Brigadier-General Walker.) 

[19.1 
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Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. Genekal’s Office, 

No. 261. } Richmond, Novemhe^' 7, 1862, 

lY. Maj, James H. Hill, assistant adjutant-generalj Provisional Army^ 
will report for duty to Brig. Gen. W. H. 0. Whiting. 

#####=)? * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHFIRS, 

[18.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Right Wing, 

> Army of ITorthern Virginia, 

No. 47. ) November 7, 1S62, 

I, The inclement season having set in, commandei's will take every 
method of protecting and quartering their men from the weather in 
their present exposed situation. To this end company and regimental 
commanders will take care that warm fires are kept burning during 
the entire day, and will at night see that the men can make their 
bivouacs on the earth thus warmed during the day. The bivouacs made 
in this manner are warmer and drier than any that can at present be 
devised. The attention, forethought, and ingenuity of commanders 
can at all times be exercised to advantage in anticipating the wants 
and preparing for the hardships and necessities to which their men are 
unavoidably exposed. 

II. It having been found impracticable at the present juncture to 
fully supply this army corps with shoes, the attention of commanders 
is directed to the advantageous employment of the rawhides of slaugh¬ 
tered cattle in the manufacture of a strong and warm covering for the 
foot. Experience has shown that an excellent substitute for the shoe 
can be made out of this material. Hides are hereby authorized to be 
used for this object, and the energy and practical judgment and the 
experience of the commander will always be shown in making the most 
of small resources for the comfort and protection of his men. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet: 

G. M. SORREL, 

[19.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 202. 3 Richmond^ November 8, 1862. 

* ^ ^ ^ m ^ 

Vll. Maj. B. W. FrobeJ, of the Ooiqis of Artillery, Provisional Arnfy, 
will report to Maj. Gen, G. W. Smith, commanding, «&c., for duty witli 
Brig. Gen. W, H. 0. Whiting, at Wilmington, N. O. 

* ^ m » 

XXII. The following companies of Maryland Volunteers will be 
organized into a battalion, viz: Captains Murray’s, McAleer’s, Crane’s, 
Herbert’s, Torscb’s, and Gwynn’s. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[18 and 19.] Assistant Ad/jutanP General. 
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Hdqes. Eight Wing, Army of ]SroRTHERN Virginia, 

Ifovemler 5, 1862. < 

Major-General Hood, 

Commanding Division: 

General : I have the honor to inclose herewith orders relieving the 
Second and Eleventh Mississippi Eegiments by the Fifty-fourth and 
Fifty-seventh Worth Carolina Volunteers, to be a portion of Law’s 
brigade. A telegram has been received that these regiments have 
already left Eichmond for this point, and are now probably at the sta¬ 
tion. The lieutenant-general commanding wishes you to send some 
one to the cars to meet them and conduct them to their brigade for the 
relief of the two Mississippi regiments. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEBL, 

[19.1 Assistant Adjutant-Oe^ieral, 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

November 8, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. G. E. Piokett, 

Commanding Division: 

General ; I am directed to notify you that your command will not 
> move to-day. The lieutenant-general commanding directs that you be 
in readiness to move at daylight to-morrow morning, and await further 
orders. He wishes you to send out at once two regiments of infantry 
and a section of artillery on the road on which you are camped, to the 
^ distance of a mile and a half or two miles, to act in support of the cav¬ 
alry picket in your front. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G, M. SOEEEL, 

I [19 ] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqbs. Eight Wing, Army of Worthern Virginia, 
i November 5, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. E. EANSOM, Jr., 

Commanding Division: 

General : Please start your command as quickly as possible for 
Madison Court-House, by the nearest practicable route. I hope that you 
. may be able to move in time to cross Eobertson Eiver to-night. Have 
! staff ofQcers in advance to select your camps. Arriving near Madison 
Oourt House, select a position on the turnpike and at its crossing of 
; Eobertson Eiver. Have proper pickets in your front and at proper 
’ distances. The commander of cavalry at Sperryville is directed to 
I keep you advised of the movements of the enemy. It is presumed you 
I will be able to get supplies near the court-house for your command. If 
^ not, you will have to send to Orange Court-House. 

> Most respectftilly, , ^ LONGSTEEET, 

^ [;i ^9 I lAeutenant-Oeneralj Commanding. 


Eaxeigh, November 5, 1862. 

(Eeceived 13th.) 

President Davis: , . 

i The enemy are on the Eoanoke Eiver 10.000 strong 
? re-enforcements daily from Suffolk. Yesterday when I left there they 
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were about Scotland Neck above Hamilton, and are certainly advanc¬ 
ing on Weldon. Send troops, if possible. 

Z. B. VANOE. 


[18.] 


Headquabters Valley District, 

November 9^ 1862 — 3*15 m- 

[General D. H. Hill :] 

General: Inclosed you will lind dispatch from Colonel Dulauy.'*' 
If you have not already fallen back, you will do so and draw the enemy 
on toward Winchester by keeping your force out of view. You will 
give such instructions to Brig. Gen, J. E, Jones as you may find neces¬ 
sary for effecting the object. Keep the major-general commandiug 
advised of your own movements as well as of those of the euemy. 
Watch the enemy as closely as you can, and should he begin to fall 
back attack him if the circumstances in yoxur opinion justify it. Yoix 
will give such orders to the cavalry as well as to Brigadier-Generail 
Jones as may be necessary for carrying out these instructions. Should, 
you need guides call on General Jones for them.t 

By command of Major-General Jackson: 

B. P. PAXTON, 

[19.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


President Davis: 


EALEian, November 9, 1862. 

(Eeceived 10th.) 


A dispatch from General Martin to-night informs me that the enemy 
had gone back to Williamston and the Eoanoke and are probal>ly 
crossing the river. Cannot you strengthen him a little more, so tlia^t 
he can assume the offensive? The enemy is destroying the finest pro¬ 
vision country in the South. 

Z. B. VANCK, 


[Indorsement.] 

November 10,186ii. 

There is not an available man here for the purpose. Nothing can Ij© 
done except by making further detachments from General Lee’s army. 
I have received information from General French and communicateti it 
to General Lee. General French has already been re-enfbrced "by 
Evans’ brigade. 

G. W. SMITH, 

[18.] Major-Qener((.f., 


State op North Carolina, Executive Department, > 

Raleigh, N. C,, November 11, 1861^. 

His Excellency President Davis : 

Mt Dear Sir : By the recent expedition of our troops, by the order 
of General French, into Eastern North Garolina, some forty persons 
were arrested on suspicion of disloyalty and sent up to Salisbury ±‘or 
safe-keeping. As Governor of the State of which they are citizens it 

found. ~ ~~~ 

tFor revocation of this order, see Smith to Hill, November 10. 2 a. m.. Vol. XIIX 
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becomes my duty to see that they are protected in "whatever rights per¬ 
tain to them. First among them is undeniably the right of a trial for 
their alleged offenses. A number of others, it is proper to state, have 
been there in confinement for some time past under similar circum¬ 
stances. 1 should be glad to know what disposition is to be made of 
them, or if there exists any grave public reason why their cases should 
not be investigated.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. B. VANOE. 

[18.] 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Pickett’s Division, 

E’o. 23. ) November 11,1862. 

1. Maj. E. Taylor Scott, quartermaster, having reported for duty at 
these headquarters, is assigned to duty as division quartermaster and 
will relieve Maj.N. W. Orisler, quartermaster Kemper’s brigade, acting 
division quartermaster, of the duties thereof. 

By order of Major-General Pickett: 

KO. JOHNSTON, 

[19.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Gei^teral Orders, ) Headquarters First Army Corps, 

No. 48. ) Novemler 14^ 1862. 

Maj. John J. Garnett, 0. S. Army, is announced as inspector of ord¬ 
nance and artillery of this army corps. He will be obeyed and 
respected accordingly. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet: 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[19.] Assistant A djutant- Oetieral. 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

Noveniber 14y 1862, 

Col. W. T. Martin, 

Oommanding Jeff. Davis Legion: 

Colonel: I am directed to countermand the verbal orders that 
Major Stone, commanding, received from me but a few minutes since. 
Lieutenant-General Longstreet directs that you report without delay 
with your command to Lieutenant-General Jackson, commanding 
Second Army Corps, at present in the Yalley. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[19.j Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters First Army Corps, 

No. 49. ) November 16y 1862. 

The troops of this command will be held in readiness for battle upon 
a moment’s notice. Commanders will see that provisions, ammunition, 

* See French to Vance, Novemher 16, 1862, Vol. XVIII, p. 778. 
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and transportation are at hand and in such quantities as may be wanted 
to meet their necessities. The commanding general relies upon the ^ 
valor and patriotism of these well-tried troops to sustain them in the 
struggles that they may again be called upon to encounter. Officers, 
be cool and take care of your men. Soldiers, remain steady in your | 
ranks, take good aim, and obey the orders of your officers. Observe 1 
these simple injunctions, and your general will be responsible for the * ' 
issue. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet: ^ 

G. M. SOERBL, j 

[21.] Assista7it Adjutant-General / 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

JVovembe?' 16^ 186^> 

Brig. Gen, Wade Hampton, 

Co7mnancling Brigade of Oarahy: 

General: General Stuart directs me to say that, from information 
received, he thinks the enemy are not in very strong force at Orlean, 
and he wishes you to take a sufficient number of your command for 
the purpose and go on a scout to that place, crossing the Rappahan¬ 
nock at one of the upper fords—for instance, by the way of Hinson’s 
Mill. The general has seen a reliable man, who came from the vicinity 
of Orlean this morning, and he received this information from him. 
Most respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

NORMAlj^ R. FITZ HUGH, 

[21.] 3Iajor and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


♦ 


f 

I 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

Ifove^nher 17^ 1862. 

Major-General McLaws, 

Commanding Division: 

General: The lieutenant-general commanding directs that you 
march your command at daylight to-morrow morning for Raccoon 
Ford. You will receive further orders on the march. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[21.] Assistant Adjutmt-General. 


Headquarters First Army Corps, I 

November 17^ 1862—11 p, | 

Brigadier-General Ransom, ^ 

Commaiiding Dwision^ 7iear Madison Court-House: f 

General: The lieutenant-general commanding directs that you ] 

march your command at once by the most direct rente through Orange 
Oourt-House to Hanover Junction, following in your march down tlie 
waters of the Anna. At Hanover Junction you will receive furtlxer 

orders. , ^ I 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, t 

’ G. M. SOEREL, f 

Assistant Adjutant-General. \ 
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Headquarters First Army Corps, 
Fovemler 18. 1862—11 a. 

Maj. Gen. L, McLaws, 

Commanding Division: 

General: I am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to 
communicate the following orders and information: You will march 
your command via Eaccooii Ford to Chancellorsville or to some posi¬ 
tion near that on the Ky Eiver, reporting as soon as practicable to 
these headquarters the fact of your arrival there. Brig. Gen. Fitzhugh 
Lee’s brigade of cavalry, marching via Ely’s Ford and Chancellor’s 
Ford for Fredericksburg, will put himself in communication with you 
to notify you of anything of importance. The division of Brigadier- 
General Eansom is under orders to march from Madison Court-House, 
via Orange Court-House, taking the most direct route and following 
the waters of the Anna to Hanover Junction, its point of destination. 
The enemy is reported to be at Fredericksburg, and these movements 
are, of course, made on this information. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[21.] Assista7it Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

Fovemler 18,1862 — i,30 jg, m. 

Maj. Gen. L. MoLaws, 

Covimanding Division: 

General : I am directed to notify you that Captain Lane’s battery 
of long range guns has been ordered to follow in rear of your column, 
to perform such service as you may deem fit to assign it. Please give 
Captain Lane any instructions that may be necessary. The general 
commanding directs that you continue your march to Fredericksburg 
as rapidly as possible, communicating as often as necessary with Brig. 
Gen. Fitzhugh Lee or the commanding officer of his brigade. This 
brigade is in advance and precedes you in your march to Fredericksburg. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[21.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

Foveinher 18,1862 — 11,30 a, m, 

Brigadier-General Eansom, 

Commanding Division: 

General: In addition to the orders sent you last night, I am 
directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to communicate to you 
the following directions and information: You will march your com¬ 
mand via Orange Court-House by the most direct route to Hanover 
Junction, advising these headquarters of your route after leaving 
Orange Court-House. General McLaws’ division marched this morn¬ 
ing at daylight for Eaccoon Ford, whence he will direct his march for 
Obancellorsville, or to some position near that on the !Ny Eiver, He 
has been advised of your orders and movements in case he should wish 



f 


648 MD., E. N. C., PA., VA., EXCEPT S. W., & W. VA. [Chap. LXIIL 

to communicate with you. The enemy is reported to be at Fredericks^ 
burg, aud these movements are, of course, made on that information. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[iil.] Assistant AdjutanPOeneraL 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

Wovemher 18,1862 — i,30 p. m, > 

Brig. Gen. E. Eansom, Jr., 

Commanding Division : 

General : The lieutenant-general commanding directs that instead 
of marching from Orange Court-House to Hanover Junction, as directed 
in my notes of last night and this morning, you take the most direct 
route from Orange to Guiney^s Station, on the Eichmond and Freder¬ 
icksburg Eailroad, distant about fourteen miles from Fredericksburg. , 
On the march you will put yourself in communication with Major- 
General McLaws, who, in addition to the orders of which you were this 
morning advised, has been directed to pursue his march from Chancel- 
lorsville to Fredericksburg, The general commanding desires that you 
observe such instructions and orders as Major-General McLaws may* 
send you. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, i 

G. M. SOEEEL, ? 

[21.] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

No. 128. ) November IS, 1862. 

^ ^ 

II. The Jeff. Davis Legion, Lieut. Col. Will. T. Martin commanding, 
having been relieved from duty with Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, will 
proceed to rejoin Hainpton^s brigade of cavalry. | 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart: 

NOEMAN E. FITZ HUGH, 

[21.] Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

November 19,1862S i). m. 

Brigadier-General EANSOM, 

Commanding Division: 

General : The accompanying orders were sent you from these head¬ 
quarters yesterday at 4.30 p. m.* The courier has not yet returned, and 
for fear of miscarriage I now send a duplicate of the same. Your note of 
8 a. m. to-day is just received, announcing your proposed route down tlie 
north bank of the North Anna, and is now on its way for the inforirxa- 
tion of General Longstreet, who left this morning for Fredericksburg 
via Kaccoon Ford. General Lee leaves to day for the same point, axxa 
at daylight to morrow morning I leave to join General Longstreet. 

Very respectfully, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[Ul.j Assistant Adjutant-General. 


See second, ante. 
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Headquarters Pirst Army Corps, 

November 19^ 1862. 

Maj. Gen. 11. H. Anderson, 

Commanding Division : 

General : The general commanding directs that yon proceed with¬ 
out delay to execute the movement, verbal orders and instructions tor 
which you received from him yesterday. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOREEL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Similar letter to Major-General Hood.) 

[ 21 .] 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

Noveniber 19^ 1862. 

Major-General Pickett, 

Commanding Division: 

General: The general commanding directs that you execute the 
movement early to-morrow morning, verbal orders and instructions for 
which you received from him yesterday. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[21.] As8ista7it Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

November 19^ 1862. 

Col. E. P. Alexander, 

Oommandmg Battalion Artillery: 

Colonel : The general commanding directs that you get your bat¬ 
teries hitched up and move out at once, following in the rear of General 
Anderson’s division, which is now marching for Raccoon Ford, Please 
acknowledge receipt of this, and execute your movements as rapidly as 
possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[21.] Assista^it Adjuta^it-General, 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

November 19^ 1862, 

Capt. B, F. Eshleman, 

Commanding Washington Artillery: 

Captain : The gerueral commanding directs that you get your bat¬ 
teries hitched up at once and move out, following Major-General 
Anderson’s division, which is now marching for Raccoon Ford. Please 
acknowledge receipt of this, and execute your movements as rapidly as 
possible. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SORREL, 

[21J Assistant Adjiitant- General. 



650 MD., E. N. C., PA,, YA., EXCEPT S, W., & W. YA. [Chap. LSHL 

General Orders, ) Headquarters Artillery Corps, 

—. ) Gulj^^er Gourt-Rousej November 19, 1862, 

This command will march, to-day, the precise hour not yet desig¬ 
nated. The several battalions will immediately get ready, so as to be 
prepared to move at any hour. About 1 p. m. will probably be the time 
to start. The batteries of Colonel Cutts’ battalion will march to-day 
in front, those of Major Moore next, and Major Nelson in rear. The 
wagons of each battalion will attend their own battalion. They had 
best perhaps precede. There will be a sufficient detail to accompany 
the 'wagons, and help them along in case of difficulty. The quarter¬ 
masters and agents will see that their respective wagon trains are 
reported steadily onward without delays and without any rapid move¬ 
ments to catch up when distance has been lost. Commanders of bat¬ 
talions and captains of batteries will see that their men remain at their 
posts. There must be no going ahead nor falling behind, and no strag¬ 
gling ; at all hard pulls the horses must be aided by judicious lifting at 
the wheels, &c. As we are about to march through muddy roads, spe¬ 
cial care will be needed in grooming the horses. The details of officers 
to superintend this in the several batteries will be rigidly required. 

W. N. PENDLETON, 

[21.] Brigadier-General and Ghief of Artillery, 


Near Erederioksburo, Ya., November 22,1862. 
Captain Eshleman: 

Washington Artillery and Alexander’s battalion will park in fields 
near Guest’s house and unhitch and feed, but not unharness, and await 
orders there. Keep out of the enemy’s sight and keep wagons iii 
shelter from enemy’s guns. 

By order of General Longstreet: 

E. P. ALEXANDER, 

[21.] Lieutenant-Golonel, cfeo. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt, and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 275, ) Richmond, November 24, 1862. 

# # # # # # 

XIII. The following officers will report for duty to General Joseph 
E. Johnston, commanding, &c., in this city: Col. Benjamin S. Ewell 
awssistant adjutant-general, Provisional Army; Lieut. Col. T. B, Lamai' 
Fifth Florida Volunteers; Maj. James B. Eustis, Capt. A. P. Mason 
assistant adjutants-geiieral. Provisional Army. 

* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

[21.J , Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Engineer Bureau, 
Richmond, Ya., November 24^ 1862. 

His Flxcellency John Letcher, 

Governor of Virginia: 

Sir : Below is given in tabular form a report of the numbei of slaves 
received in this city by Government agent, impressed for labor oi 
fortiiications under authority of an act of the Legislature, passed at iU 
recent; called session. From the list it will be seen that the countiei 
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have not responded fully, and in one instance not at all. Can Tour 
Excellency cause steps to be taken which will remedy promptly this 
unfortunate state of affairs'? 


Counties called on. 

Quota. 

Number 
of slaves 
fur¬ 
nished. 

Balance 

required. 


260 



Albemarle..... 

540 


540 

Appomattox.-... 

180 


71 

Buckingham..... 

800 

204 

274 

S6 

Bediorcf.. 

450 

176 

Campbell..... 

400 

204 

196 

Cumberland... 

210 

197 

13 

Charlotte... 

230 

197 

33 

Bill vanna... 

140 

101 

39 

Halifax. 

350 

263 

87 

Louisa.... 

350 

241 

109 

Nelson...... 

190 

109 

81 

Pittsylvania.-....... 

580 

410 

170 

Prince Edward. 

320 

303 

17 

Total..... 

4,500 

2,757 

1,743 



Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. F. GILMER,. 

[18.] Colonel of Engineer8^ in charge of Bureau. 


i _ 

General Orders, ) Headquarters First Army Corps, 

No. 50. I Nomniber 1862. 

* The provost guards of the divisions of this army corps will be sta¬ 

tioned on the different roads leading from the camps to Fredericks¬ 
burg. They will see that no one passes into the town except general 
officers and the commanders of the Reserve Artillery. The officers in 
charge of the provost guards will make frequent patrols out into the 
country and arrest all soldiers found absent from their camps without 

(the authority of division commanders. It is understood that many 
depredations and excesses have been committed by soldiers scattered 
ill this way throughout the country, and the provost guards are directed 
to take prompt and energetic measures to arrest them and return the 
parties to their commands. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet: 

G. M. SORREL, 

[21.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Richmond, Ya., JS^ovetnher 26, 1862. 

General Robert B. Lee, 

Frederielcshurg^ Ya.: 

Shall we send the two 30-pounders on the lines? 

[21.1 ' JEFFERSON DAYIS. 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

' • November 26^ 1862. 

Maj. Gen. George E. Pickett, 

Commanding Division: 

General : The lieutenant-general commanding directs that you make 
a detail from your division of 12 officers and 400 men, with proper comple¬ 
ment of non-commissioned officers, to be employed as follows: Beginning 
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at the suburbs of the town, as soon as it is dark enough this evening to 
escape the observation of the enemy, the detail under charge of a field 
officer will proceed to tear up the railroad as far as Hamilton’s Land¬ 
ing. The rails and iron are to be taken up and put on car flats, which 
will be sent down for the purpose, and carried back. The cross-ties to 
be put in piles ready for firing when notice to that effect shall be here¬ 
after given. The general commanding wishes you to have collected 
to-day all the crowbars, picks, &c., that the detail may need in their 
labor, and to have it promptly on the ground and at work as soon as it 
is sufficiently dark. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

^ G. M. SOER.EL, 

[21.] Assistant AdjutanP General, 


Special Oedebs, ) Abjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Fo. 278. j Richmond^ November ^7, 1862. 

# * * * # # 

XY. Maj. Charles S. Stringfellow, assistant adjutant-general, Provis¬ 
ional Army, will report for duty to Maj, Gen, Samuel Jones, command¬ 
ing Department of Western Virginia. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEB8, 

[21. ] Assistajit Adjutan t- General, 


Heabqxtaf.tbrs Aetilleby Battalion, 

November <27, 1802, 

Capt. B. P. Eshleman, 

Commanding Washmgton Artillery: 

Captain. I am directed by Lieutenant-General Longstreet to order 
a detail of one battery from your battalion for temporary service with 
Major-General Pickett, the battery to move at daylight to-morrow morn¬ 
ing, the commanding officer to report to General Pickett on the Tele¬ 
graph road as soon thereafter as practicable. You will please make the 
detail in accordance with above instructions. It is for temporary serv¬ 
ice merely, and I send one battery from this battalion on the same 
duty. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

E. P. ALEXAXDEE, 
lAeutenant-Colonel of Artillery, 

[Indorsement.] 

The Second Company, Captain Eichardson, was detailed on above 
duty, and marched on the morning of the 28th instant. 

By order of Oapt. B. P. Eshleman, commanding battalion Washing¬ 
ton Artillery. 

[ 21 .] _ 


Hbadquaetbks Cavalkt Division, 

Cmij^ Wo Gamp, November 28,1862. 

General Wade Hampton, 

Commanding Hamptords Brigade of Cavalry; 

General: Major-General Stuart directs me to say that you ar© 
authorized to establish a camp for recruiting your disabled horses- 
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This camp will be established at a point south of the Eapidan Eiver, 
with such regulations for its control and proper management as will 
insure the steady return of the convalescent horses to duty. The gen¬ 
eral further directs me to call your attention to the order requiring all 
official papers to be properly indorsed before being sent to these head¬ 
quarters for action. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

NOExMAN E. EITZ HUGH, 

[21.] Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, } Adjt. and Insp. General^s Office, 

NTo. 280. ] Eichmondj November ^9^ 1862. 

###***# 

XXV. Maj. B. G. Baldwin, of the Corps of Artillery, 0. S. Army, is 
assigned to duty, with the temporary rank of lieutenant-colonel, as 
chief of ordnance to the army under General E. E. Lee, and will report 
accordingly. 

* # -x- * * -X? 

By command of the Secretary of War : 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[21,] Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

November 30^ 1862. 

Brig. Gen. Wade Hampton, 

Commanding Cavalry Brigade: 


General : The conduct of your command during your late successful 
expedition beyond the Eappahannock has been brought to the notice 
of the commanding general, with your report.* A copy of my indorse¬ 
ment is herewith inclosed.t These exploits are highly creditable to your-^ 
self and to the officers and men engaged with you in this gallant dash, 
and 1 beg that you will communicate to them my high appreciation 
of this brilliant success. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. B. STUAET, 

[21,] Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

December I, 1862. 

Col. E. P. Alexander, 

Commanding Battalion Artillery: ^ 

Colonel; I am directed to notify you that the redoubts on our line 
will not be occupied by General Pendleton^s reserve artillery, and the 
general commanding desires you to occupy all of them with your own 
batteries and those of the Washington Artillery. Should these not be 
sufficient, call on any suitable brigade battery near you. He wishes 
you to notify them of the positions they will have, at once, and the 
signal agreed on, so that in case of alarm they may take position at 
once. The alarm will be two guns fired in rapid succession. To-mor¬ 
row morning examine well the direction of the two bridges, that the 
guns may be brought to bear directly on them. Put yourself in 
communication with General McLaws to-night, and let him know 

t Ibid., p. 16. 


See Vol. XXI, p. 15. 
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where your headquarters are; You are not to open until you receive 
notification from him when to begin firing, and in what direction. 
Please acknowledge receipt of this. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[21.] Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headqtjartbes Aetilleey Battalion, 

December i, 1862, 

Captain Bshleman, 

Commanding Battalion Washington Artillery: 

Captain : In accordance with instructions from General Longstreet, 
just received, your batteries are assigned to position in the pits 
recently constructed in the front, commencing on the extreme right on 
the plateau behind Marye’s house and occupying them from right to 
left as far as your number of guns will extend. My battalion goes in 
on your immediate left 5 a gun in every pit until guns are exhausted or 
pits are filled. You are to be ready to move to these positions, but not 
to go there until the alarm, which will be the firing of two guns in rapid 
succession, when you will take your position at once, but not open fire 
until directed by General McLaws or myself when and at what to fire. 
Acquaint yourself early to-morrow with the position and direction of 
the bridges. You had better instruct your sentinels to report any 
guns heard at night. Please send me word how many guns you have. 

Yery respectfully, &c., 

E. P. ALEXANDEE, 

[21.] Lieutenant- Colonel, 


Headquabtees Piest Aemy Ooeps, 

December 2, 1862, 

IVAajor-General Hood: ' 

General : The signal of alarm determined on in the event of an 
attempt or other movement on the part of the enemy is two guns fired 
in rapid succession. At this signal the general commanding directs 
that you form your command rapidly, and keep it under arms awaiting 
orders. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

(Similar letter to Major-General Anderson.) 

[ 21 .] 


Special Oedbbs, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 285. ) Biehmond, December 5,1862. 

# ####** 
XVIII. Capt. W. H. James, of the Provisional Engineers, will pro¬ 
ceed from Montgomery, Ala., to Wilmington, N. 0., and report for duty 
to Brig. Gen. W. H. O. Whiting, to relieve Oapt. 0. E. Collins, 0. S. 
Engineers, now in charge of the defenses at that place. 

# # # # # # 

By foiuinand of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


118 and 20 , | 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oepioe, 

No. 286. 3 Bichmond, December 6,1862. 

XYIII. Capt. George G. Garrison, assistant adjutant-general, Pro¬ 
visional Army, will report to Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, commanding, &c., 
for duty with Maj. Gen. S. G. French. 

#**#### 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[18.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Ordbes, ) Headquarters Pickett’s Division, 

Xo. 33. ) ' December 6^ 1862. 

First Lieut. S. G. Leitch, having been exchanged and having reported 
for duty at these headquarters, will relieve Lieut. W. S. Symington, 
aide-de-camp, of the duties of ordnance officer of the division. 

By order of Maior-General Pickett: 

EG. JOnXSTON, 

[21.] Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 287. ) Eiclmond^ December 5, 1862. 

m * * * 

VI. The Tenth Battalion Georgia Volunteers, at Macon, Ga., will 
proceed at once to Fredericksburg, Va., and report to General B. E. 
Lee, commanding C. S. Amy, &c., for duty with his army as heretofore 
ordered. 

# * * 4? * * ♦ 

VIII. Lieut. Col. 0. E. Thorbum, of the Corps of Artillery, Pro¬ 
visional Army, will report to Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, commanding, &c., 
for duty with Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting. 

##*#*** 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

[14,18, and 21.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Adjutant-General’s Office, Virginia, 

December 8, 1862. 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War, C. S. A.: 

Sir: By instructions of the Governor of Virginia I have the honor to 
transmit an extract of a letter dated 24th November last, addressed to 
him by Maj. Gen. John B. Floyd, commanding the State troops, to which 
the Governor resiiectfully asks your attention. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient, 

’ ^ WM. H. EICHAEDSON, 

A djutant- General. 

[Ib closure.] 


Extract of a letter to Governor Letcher from Maj. Gen. J. B. Floyd, com- 
mamding State troops, dated Gamp in Logan, November 24,1862.” 

I have remained until this very late period in this remote part of the 
country for the purpose of rooting out, if possible, the Union element 
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amongst the people. * This I find very hard to do since the advance of 
the enemy and their near approach to this region. If the Union feeling 
could be eradicated,! think this country, and consequently that toward 
the railroad, could bo very certainly defended against any force likely 
to be brought against it. I have desired likewise, as a matter of mili¬ 
tary policy, to keep my position upon the enemy’s flank as long as I 
could iiossibly maintain it, because I think the enemy would hardly 
advance upon the railroad, leaving me so far in the rear. If such were 
the case, 1 could destroy his trains and cut off his supplies, unless he ? 
kept a large army for an escort, which is impossible. I conclude, tliere- | 
fore, the enemy will either ronvain where he is, while I stay here, or will f 
advance upon me with such foi'ce as to render a forward movement upon 
the railroad next to impossible this winter. If I can do anything to 
prevent or retard the advance upon the railroad, I think such service 
will amplyrepay usfor our real toil and the privations we have undergone. 
Another incidental advantage, but a very important one, arises from > 
our holding this counti'y to the latest possible period; it is that of .sub¬ 
sisting our people upon supplies which can only be made available to a 
force in the country. Every day we hold our position relieves the coun¬ 
try east of the Cumberland range of the burthen of our support. It * 
also consumes what might be used otherwise by the enemy as supplies , 
by Avhich to advance into the interior. 1 think every possible means 
that ingenuity and economy can suggest to husband our army supplies 
should be resorted to and enforced. This war is going to take the form * 
of excessive violence and gigantic proportions, and will be resolved at 
the South into a que.stiou of i)ossiblo subsistence and at the hTorth into | 
one of finance. It will bo a struggle as to which can last longest—our ^ 
subsistence or their money. With an abundance of supplies, our counti’y ' 
is unconquerable, but both courage and iiatriotism quickly sink under 
the grip of famine, and wo mu.st not conceal from onnselves the fact that ^ 
some articles of food have already nearly reached famine prices. The 
supplies of all our mouutaiu region within possible reach of the railroad 
ought to be left entirely untouched throughout the winter, if that be 
possible, and if not, then the least available quantity should be taken. 

There is no danger of any advance by the enemy from Kanawha this 
winter in stronger force than could be repelled by a few regiments of 
General Echols’ command, assisted by my force. The balance of the 
troops in the country, consisting of the residue of General Echols’ force 
and General Marshall’s whole command, amounting in all no doubt to 
10,000 men, could be at once taken to a field of active operations on 
tide water. If you could induce the Secretary of War to take tlu.s 
course, I am sure it would prove advantageous to the general intei'cst 
of tln^ service and an absolute blessing to the mountain region. The 
army beyond what I have above indicated is entirely useless in the rail¬ 
road region, and, what is worse still, the idleness and inaction of tin© 
troops iH'odnce a general demoralization and render it next to impo.sai- 
ble to keep the men together. Next season I feel confident we will 
need a strong fore(^ t,o defend the country, and there will be a crying 
necessity for every ounce of meat and every ounce of provender- the 
country can furnish, (iener'al JV[arshall’.s return to the State was the 
.signal for a sy.sterna tie attempt by some of his ofiicers to disorganize 
my conimand, A fellow called Witcher, assuming to hold the riink 
of major in General Marshall’s conimand, a person of the most depraved 
and infanions eharaeter, fell in last week with one of my companies 
stationed at some distance from mo, and persuaded tlie whole company 
to desert their post ami go to join General Marshall’s army. The name of 
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my captain is Counts. This company had been regularly mustered into 
the State service as early as June or July; had been armed, equipped, 
and clothed by the State, and were at the time of their desertion 
more than 200 miles from General Marshall’s headquarters. Several 
other instances of almost equally bad conduct by Confederate officers 
have occurred with me whilst raising my troops. I will in proper time 
send you the papers showing you the character of these transactions. 
I have borne with these outrages silently for the sake of harmony and 
that a united front, both in action and feeling, might be presented to 
the formidable enemy threatening our existence. General Echols, I 
know, would not have sanctioned any of these proceedings, and I feel 
quite confident the Secretary of War will condemn the course pursued 
by these men. I would not consent to hold my command one hour if 
it is to be settled that a rivalry exists between the two branches of serv¬ 
ice, instead of a cordial fellowship. These things are wearying and 
somewhat vexatious, too, but for the present nothing remains for me 
but to refer the business to you for proper adjustment with the Sec¬ 
retary of War, which no doubt can be easily done. It should be borne 
in mind that the force I raise, the men generally whom I enlist, are not 
likely to be gotten into the service at all except by the means I use to 
do it, and I doubt if another man can be induced to make the effort. I 
think my command is very nearly a clear gain to the aggregate force 
for defense of the west, and therefore that the effort to raise it should, 
be strongly encouraged by the War Department. For local defense it 
is of great importance, and even will be very efficient. It is now able 
to repel any force short of a large, well-appointed army, and even that 
it could greatly retard in a march. 

Hoping soon to hear from you in terms of approval, I am, Governor, 
your most obedient servant, ^ 

[■21.J Major-Oeneral^ Commanding Yirginia State Line. 


Special Oedebs, ) Hdqes. Batten. Washington Aetillbey, 

No. 63. ) Near Fredericksburg, Ya., December 8,1862. 

The colonel commanding, having returned from sick leave and re- 
■Dorted for duty, ■will assume the command of this battalion. He also 
re-enters upon the duties of chief of artillery of the First Army Corps. 
Capt. B. F. Eshleman is relieved from the command of the battalion, 

and ■vrill return to his company. . ,. « xrn 

By order of J. B. Walton, colonel commandmg and chief of artillery, 

First Army Corps: W. M. OWEN, 

rcy, 1 Adjutant. 


Exeoutiyb Depaetment of Noeth Oaeolina, 

Raleigh, December 8 [9], 1862. 

His Excellency President Davis : . » 

Deae Bib: By request, I herewith transmit a joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of North Carolina in relation J® 
tion of the cotton of citizens residing east of 
Weldou Bailroad. Permit me to add my own sohcitations 
the General Assembly, and to express the hope that the good of 

42 E E— VOL LI, pt n 
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service will not demand this great sacrifice on the part of our people. 
Hundreds who have lost all their slaves, cattle, &c., are moving to the 
interior and are making every exertion to get away their cotton as their 
only means of subsistence. I feel assured that some means can be 
devised by which to destroy it if in danger of seizure by the enemy. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. B. VANOE. 


[Indorsement.] 


Inquire of General French as to necessity, and whether more time 
cannot be allowed for removal of the cotton. 


J. D. 


[Inclosnre.] 


RESOLUTIONS PROTESTING AGAINST THE BURNING OF COTTON IN 
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA. 


Resolved^ That, in the opinion of the General Assembly of the State of 
North Carolina, the recent order of Brigadier-General French, directing 
the burning of all cotton east of the line of the Wilmington and Weldon 
and Petersburg Eailroads, not removed prior to the 15th day of Decem¬ 
ber, is unwise, unjust, and impolitic, and if carried into effect will be a 
wanton and unnecessary destruction of property. 

Resohedy That the General Assembly has entire confidence in the 
patriotism of the people residing in that section of the State, and 
believe that they would cheerfully give their pledge of honor to burn 
their own cotton with their own hands rather than it should fall into 
the hands of the public enemy, if requested to do so by the military 
authorities. 

Resolvedy That His Excellency Governor Yance be requested to 
transmit a copy of these resolutions to His Excellency the President of 
the Confederate States, and earnestly protest against the execution of 
this unnecessary order. 

Bead three times and ratified in General Assembly this the 9th day 
of December, A, D. 1862. 

E. S. DONNELL, 

Speaker of the House of Commons. 

GILES MEBANE, 
Speaker of the Senate. 


Senate CnAmsER, December 9,1862. 

I certify that the above resolutions are a true copy of the resolutions 
entitled as the foregoing, which were passed and ratified this day and 
are in my possession as principal clerk of the Senate. 

0. E. THOMAS, 

[IS.] Frincipal Clerk, 


War Department, C. S. A., 
Richmond^ 7u., December 9,1862. 

His Excellency Z. B. Yance, 

Governor of North Carolina: 

General: Your letter of the 6th instant has been received.* The 
Department will give directions to the general commanding the District 
of North Carolina to exercise caution in the destruction of any property 


See Vol. XVIII, p. 792. 
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under the stress of necessity, and to abstain as long as i)ossible from 
the destmction of that belonging to the State of Korth Carolina^ also 
to take counsel with yourself and your officers in relation to the same 
from time to time. Your Excellency will bear in mind the strong lan¬ 
guage of the act of Congress of March 17, 1862, on this subject, and the 
responsibility that would be thrown upon the Department by any 
default on this subject. 

Yery respectfully, 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 

[18.] Assistant Secretary of War, 


Headquarters First Arimcst Corps, 

Decemder lOj 186^, 

Major-General McLaws, 

Commanding Division: 

General: General Longstreet desires a signal station established 
at or near the town for our pickets to be placed in rapid communica¬ 
tion with you. He directs me to ask that you will establish such a 
station to communicate as directly as practicable with your headquar¬ 
ters. You may call on the signal corps of Captain Manning for any 
aid that may serve you. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEREL, 

[21.] Assistant Adfitant- General, 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp, General^s Office, 

Eo. 290. ) Richmond^ December If 1862, 

#*#***# 

XII. Capt. H. B. Eichardson, of the Provisional Engineers, will pro¬ 
ceed to Fredericksburg, Ya., and report to General Eobert E. Lee, 
commanding C. S. Army, &c., for duty with Brig. Gen. J. A. Early. 
###***# 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

[21.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

December If 1862 — 7,30 p, m, 

Major-General Anderson, 

Commanding Division: 

General : By direction of General Longstreet I write duplicate of 
the order, conveyed in my last note of this evening. The enemy being 
in possession of the town, the general wishes you to exercise great vigi¬ 
lance and care in looking to your left flank, which is partially exposed. 
Place your pickets on the canal, and give orders to the batteries to 
open at any hour of the night upon the enemy should he attempt an 
advance. Most vigilance will be needed between moonrise and dawn, 
when an attack is thought likely fo be made. Eansom’s division will 
be placed in position before moonrise on your right, supporting the 
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batteries near the Telegraph road- The general thinks you had better 
not move your troops on the right until General Eansom gets in posi¬ 
tion. This duplicate is sent for fear of miscarriage. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

G, M. SOEEEL, 

[21.] Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

Deceniber 11 ^ 1862 — 7,30 J9, ni, 

Major-General Pickett, 

Commanding Division: 

General: By direction of General Longstreet I have written tc 
General Hood to move to the left when notified of the arrival of Gen¬ 
eral Jackson from below and join to McLaws’ right. When notified hy 
General Hood of his intended movement,the general commanding wishes 
you to move to the Telegraph road near your position of this morning*. 
Your division will thus constitute, for the present, the reserve. The 
attack is expected from the left, and you will be ready to be thiDwr 
rapidly in that direction or to any point threatened. T beg to repesci 
that you will not move until notified by General Hood that he is aboui 
to move, 

Yery respectfully, &c., 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[21,] Assi 8 ta 7 it Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

Dece^nler lly 1862 — 7,80 j). ni, 

Major-General Hood, 

Gomynmiding Division: 

General: Your note of this evening to commanding general i 
received. I am directed to say that General Jackson is expected tc 
night from below, and on his arrival General Longstreet wishes you t< 
move to the left and join on to General McLaws, making room in thi 
way for General Jackson. General Pickett will not be on the line, tii 
division constituting, for the present, the reserve. He will not mov 
from his present position until notified by you of the arrival of Gener? 
Jackson and your intended movement to the left. When notified 1 
that effect he will take a position in reserve on the Telegraph road. 
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[21.] Assistant Adjicta^it-General, 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

December 11^ 1862—6 a. m. 

Colonel Walton, 

Coinmanding Battalion Waslimgton Artillery: 

Colonel: If you have not already done so. General Longstree 
wishes you to have your batteries placed in position at once. 

Yours, respectfully, ♦ 

G. M. SOEEEL, 

[21.J Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters First Arimy Corps, 

In the Fieldj Deo&inher 11, 1862^ (Receiyed 7,15 a. m.) 
Colonel Walton, 

Commanding, <&g,: 

Colonel : The enemy are building a pontoon bridge almost half a 
mile below the creek which empties in the river half a mile below the 
town, at the lower end of Water street, the lower end of town, and 
at the street above the town bridge, which is at the foot of Commerce 
street. The latter is a double bridge. General Longstreet does not 
wish you to enter into any artillery duel. Fire deliberately and with 
effect at the infantry and at the pontoons. 

Very respectftilly, 

G. M. SOEREL, 

[21.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

December 11,1862 — 7.10 p. m. 

Colonel Walton, 

Commanding Artillery: 

Colonel: The enemy has now possession of the town and maybe 
expected to make an advance at any hour of the night. General 
Longstreet wishes you to be in readiness with your batteries and at the 
first notice of attack to open on them and thoroughly rake the streets 
of the town. General E. H. Anderson is on the left with pickets on 
the canal, and Ransom on his right supporting the batteries on the 
Telegraph road. 

Very respectfully, G. M. SOEREL, 

[21.] Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters First ARiyrr Corps, 

December 12,1862. 

Brig. Gen. E. Ransom, Jr., 

Commanding Dimsion: 

General: The general commanding directs that you send without 
delay one of your long-range batteries to report to Major Garnett at 
these headquarters. The general directs me to say that the principal 
attack of the enemy is expected to morrow on his right and General 
Jackson’s front. He thinks your division, with General Anderson’s, 
sufficient to repel any force that may be brought against you, and 
desires you to be well prepared. He will be on the right of his line, 
where he can readily be communicated with. 

I am, generala very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. SOEREL, 
Assistant Adj\iiant-General. 

We are back at our camp. 

[ 21 .] 


Headquarters First Army Corps, 

December 12, 1802. (Received 6 a. m.) 

Colonel Walton, 

Commanding Battalion Artillery: 

Colonel : As soon as the enemy’s infantry comes in range of your 
long-range guns General Longstreet wishes you to open upon them 




